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PREFACE. 


The  present  volume  continues  the  publication  of  the  Records  of  the  Convention 
of  Burghs  from  4th  July  1615  to  3rd  March  1631,  and  from  3rd  July 
1649  to  14th  December  1676.  The  records  for  the  period  between  1631 
and  1649  have  unfortunately  disappeared. 

Since  the  sheets  were  printed  off  an  Abstract  of  the  more  important 
Acts  of  the  Convention  from  the  commencement  of  the  records  in  1552 
till  the  year  1700  has  been  discovered.  It  was  prepared  by  the  orders  of 
the  Convention,  and  laid  before  the  annual  General  Meeting  in  July  1700, 
and  may  therefore  be  accepted  as  authoritative.  So  much  of  the  Abstract 
as  applies  to  the  period  between  1631  and  1649  will  be  printed  in  the 
immediately  succeeding  volume.  The  continuity  of  the  records  will  thus 
be  substantially  secured. 

In  the  two  first  volumes  all  the  Acts  of  the  Convention  during  the 
period  over  which  the  volumes  extend  are  printed  in  full ;  but  the  Editor 
has  adopted  a  different  course  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume.  Content- 
ing himself  with  stating  in  smaller  type  the  substance  of  purely  formal  acts, 
or  of  acts  which  have  been  given  in  full  in  the  earlier  volumes,  he  has 
printed  the  others  verhatiin.  The  names  of  all  the  Commissioners  of 
Burghs  who  attended  each  Convention,  Particular  as  well  as  General,  are 
also  given  as  they  appear  in  the  original  record.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped 
the  present  volume  will  be  found  practically  as  useful  as  the  original  record. 
It  contains  the  substance  of  every  act,  however  formal.      The  ipaisshna 
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verba  of  all  that  is  new  or  important  are  preserved,  and  only  unnecessary 
verbiage  or  what  is  otherwise  useless  is  omitted. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  who  has  not  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  records  of  the  Scottish  Burghs  to  appreciate  fully  the  value  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Convention  in  explaining  and  giving  completeness  to  the 
records  of  these  burghs.  The  Convention  exercised  a  close  supervision  over 
the  municipal  affairs  of  Scotland.  If  any  burgh  failed  to  enforce  the  acts, 
either  of  Parliament  or  of  Convention,  as  to  the  admission  of  burgesses  or 
guild  brethren,  or  permitted  the  privileges  of  trade  to  be  usurped  by 
unauthorised  persons  ;  if  any  magistrates  or  councillors  were  irregularly 
elected  ;  if  the  common  good  of  any  burgh  was  applied  illegally  ;  if  any 
burghal  office  was  sold,  or  any  officer  appointed  by  an  objectionable  tenure  ; 
if  any  quarrel  arose  between  a  town  clerk  and  the  magistrates  of  a  burgh, 
or  between  the  merchant  class  and  the  craftsmen,  the  Convention,  on  com- 
plaint by  persons  interested,  was  prompt  to  call  for  explanations^  to  order 
investigation,  and  to  secure  redress.  If  any  dire  calamity  happened  to  a 
burgh,  or  to  its  harbour  or  bridge,  the  Convention  was  ready  to  vote  a  grant 
in  aid,  or  to  recommend  the  sufferer  to  the  considerate  support  of  the 
other  burghs.  If  a  powerful  baron  or  county  magnate  oppressed  a 
neighbouring  burgh,  or  if  a  royal  burgh  had  to  vindicate  its  rights  against 
an  aggressive  burgh  of  regality  or  barony,  the  Convention  was  not  unwilling 
to  help  the  assailed  both  by  council  and  pecuniary  aid.  And  even  if  the 
rulers  of  a  burghal  community  contemplated  an  application  to  the  Crown 
for  permission  to  tax  themselves,  or  to  levy  an  impost  on  ale  or  wine  or 
other  commodity  entering  the  town,  the  licence  of  the  Convention  "to 
impetrate  the  gift,"  as  it  was  called,  had  to  be  previously  sought  and 
obtained.  Evidences  of  all  this  are  of  constant  occurrence  in  the  pages  of 
this  volume,  and  such  frequent  entries  appear  in  regard  to  the  internal 
affairs  of  almost  every  burgh  as  to  make  the  records  of  the  Convention  a 
source  of  valuable  information  to  all  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  local 
history,  or  in  studying  the  burghal  institutions  of  the  country. 

The    Convention     also     exercised    an    acknowledged    and    important 
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influence  in  all  matters  affecting  the  foreign  trade  of  Scotland.  It  had  to 
do  with  the  selection  of  the  Staple  Port,  and  prescribed  the  duties  and 
supervised  the  action  of  the  conservators,  the  factors,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Scottish  establishment  of  the  port.  It  regulated  weights  and 
measures,  the  freighting  of  ships,  and  an  infinite  variety  of  details  connected 
with  trade  and  merchandise,  home  and  foreign.  It  is  probably,  therefore, 
not  too  much  to  say  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  commercial  relations 
of  Scotland  with  other  countries  cannot  be  obtained  without  a  reference  to 
these  records. 

The  Convention  has  authorised  the  preparation  of  a  fourth  volume,  the 
printing  of  which  is  already  so  far  advanced  that  the  Editor  hopes  to  have 
it  completed  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  It  will  bring  down  the 
publication  to  about  1711. 

J.  D.  MARWICK. 


2  Great  Western  Terrace, 
Glasgow,  March  1878. 
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OF  THE 


CONVENTION   OF   THE    ROYAL    BURGHS 

OF  SCOTLAND. 


General  Convention,  held  at  St  Andrews. 

4  July  1615. 

St  Andrews. 

jDINBURGH.  WilUam  Rig,  George  Foulls;  Perth,  Henrie  Elder,  ^^^^y^^^^- 
clerk,  Andro  Gray;  Dundie,  James  Fiulaysone,  baillie,  Maister 
Alexander  Wadderbume;  Abirdein,  maister  Alexander  Culane; 
Stirling,  Johne  Schearer ;  Linlithgoe,  Robert  Ker,  clerk ; 
Sanctandroes,  maister  William  Weymes,  Robert  Tailyeor,  baillies  ;  Glas- 
gow, Mathow  Trumbell ;  Air,  Johne  Blair  ;  Dysart,  David  Symsone ; 
Hadingtoun,  James  Cokbume  ;  Kirkcaldie,  George  Halkitt ;  Munrose, 
Hercules  Teyleor ;  Cowper,  William  Crystesone ;  Anstruther  Eister, 
Robert  Alexander ;  Dumfreis,  James  Cunninghame  ;  Inemes,  be  exemp- 
tione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  the  agent ;  Bruntiland,  Johne  Tod  ; 
Inerkithing,  William  Blackbume  ;  Kinghome,  Johne  Boswell ;  Brichane, 
Johne  Norie  ;  Irrwine,  Robert  Broun,  clerk  ;  Elgyne,  be  exemptione  and 
ratificatione  producit  be  Dundie  ;  Jedburght,  Maister  Johne  Rutherfurde  ; 
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St  Andrews.  Kirkcudbricht,  William    Makclellane ;    Wigtoun,    JoLne    Turner,    clerk  ; 

^   "^  Pitinweyme,  William    Stevinsone ;  Dumferling,  Robert  Aitkyne ;  Dum- 

bartane,  Jolme  Sempell ;  Ramfrow,  William  Sommervell ;  Lainrik,  (blank) ; 
Abirbrothok,  Andro  Eliote  ;  Peblis,  Johne  Dikesone ;  Craill,  Johne  Ding- 
wall ;  Tbayne,  ratificatione  and  exemptione  producit  be  tbe  agent ; 
Selkirk,  George  Wood ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Andro  Melvill ;  Culrose, 
James  Primrose  ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves  ;  BamfF,  Maister  Alexander 
Craig ;  Quhithorne,  (blank)  ;  Forfare,  (blank) ;  Rothesay,  be  exemptione 
and  ratificatione  producit  be  Ramfrow  ;  Forres,  Airthur  Forbes ;  Ruther- 
glen,  Alane  Spens  ;  Northberwik,  ratificatione  and  exemptione  producit 
be  Hadingtoun  ;  Culane,  (blank);  Nairne,  William  Rose ;  Lawder,  (blank); 
Kilrenie,  ratificatione  and  exemptione  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister ; 
Annand,  exemptione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  Dumfreis  ;  Lochmabin, 
exemptione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  Dumfreis ;  Sanquhair,  ratifica- 
tione and  exemptione  producit  be  the  agent. 


Citatione. 
Moderator. 


1.  The  commissioner  of  St  Andrews  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  Mr  William  Weymes,  first  in  commission  for  St  Andrews,  constituted 
moderator. 


Hours  of  meit-         3.  Hoiu^  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  eight  till   twelve  forenoon,  and 
"**^*  from  two  till  six  afternoon  ;  the  absentees  ordained  to  pay  an  unlaw  of  six  shil- 

lings, **  and  sik  as  sail  depairt  fra  this  present  conventione  befor  the  subscryving 
of  the  book  to  pay  ane  unlay  as  absents." 


El^ryne,  Andro 
Shand,  unfrie 
tredder. 


Wigtoun, 
Mure,  missive. 


4.  Anent  the  fourt  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  ....  the 
commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Dundie  producit  ane  testimonial!  subscryvit 
be  the  provest,  baillies,  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  of  Elgyne,  testi- 
feing  that  the  said  Andro  had  desistit,  quhilk  the  present  commissioners 
accepts  for  diligence. 

6.  Anent  the  tuentie  fourt  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  .  .  . 
the  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh  of  Wigtoun  declairit  vpon  his  con- 
science that  the  said  Gilbert  Mure  had  maid  actuall  residence  within  thair 
said  burgh,  quhilk  the  present  commissioners  of  burrowes  accepts  for  dili- 
gence, and  farder  ordeans  the  said  burgh  to  report  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione  ane  testimonial!  of  his  residence. 
Kirkcudbright,  G.  Anent  the  sext  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the  com- 
mbL>e!^°^**'     missioner   of  Kirkcudbright   produced  letter  of  renunciation  subscribed 
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by  James  Makclulloch  and  registered  in  the  books  of  council   6th  April  St  Andrews. 
1615,  with  which  the  commissioners  were  satisfied],  and  ordeans  the  said        ^^^ 
burgh  to  report  ilk  conventione  hou  manye  yeirs  ar  to  expyre  of  the  taks 
of  the  saids  lands. 

7.  Anent  the  tuelft  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the  com-  Dumfreis,  de- 
raissioner  for  Dumfreis  produced  a  testimonial  testifying  that  the]  depry  vit  ^^^    urgeaa- 
burgessis  had  desistit  from  all  tredding,  quhilk  beand  sein  be  the  saids 
commissioners  they  accept  for  diligence. 

8.  Ordeans  ilk  burgh  to  produce  in  writt*  mair  exact  diligence,  the  Unfrie  tred- 
nixt  generall  conventione,  in  punisching  and  restraining  uufrie  tredders  forstaiiers, 
within  thair  liberties,  outland  burgessis,  regraiters,  forstaiiers,  and  sailers  "'^*^^®* 
without  tikets,  ilk  burgh  under  the  pain  of  ane  unlay  of  tuentie  punds. 

9.  Anent  the  thirtein  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the  com-  Gias^w,  de- 
missioner  of  Glasgow]  declairit  that  thair  depryvit  burgessis  had  desistit  L 

from  vsurping  the  libertties  of  the  regall  burrowes,  quhilk  declaratione  * 
the  saids  commissioners  accepts  for  diligence. 

10.  Anent  the  tuentie  ane  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  .   .   .  Masters  of 
compirit  the  commissioners  of  the  saids  burghs  having  sie  ports  and  de-  ^j^*^  passm- 
clairit  they  had  made  laufull  intimatione  of  the  said   ordinance  to  thair 
masters,  quhilk  the  present  commissioners  accepts  for  diligence. 

11.  Instructed  the  commissioners  to  make  intimation  of  new  to  their  burghs  Statute,  i>eii- 
of  the  39th  act  of  last  genei-al  convention,  and  each  burgh  ordained  to  report  to  ^®^®"'  missive, 
next  general  convention  their  diligence  in  keeping  the  same. 

5  July  1615. 

1 2.  [The  commissioners  ratified  the  fifth  act  of  the  particular  conven-  Commissione, 
tion  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1613],  and  ordeans  the  burgh  of  Edin- ronie,  missive, 
burgh  to  convein  the  haill  burrowes  nominat  thairin,  with  Sanctandroes 

and  Linlithgoe,  with  all  possibell  diligence,  to  the  effect  that  mater  anent 
the  contraversie  betuix  the  burrowes  and  the  burghs  of  barouie  may  be 
put  to  ane  end. 

1 3.  Compirit  the  commissionar  of  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbricht  and  Kirkoudbricht, 
producit  ane  act  of  thair  court  quhairin  certain  of  thair  nichtbours  are  ^^^us^e. 
depryvit    of  thair    friedome     for    not    making  residence    within    thair 

said  burgh.      [Ordained   that  the   burgh  use   farther   diligence]  in   caus- 
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St  Andrews. 
6  July  1615. 

Terth  unlayit, 
chairge  agent, 
elect ione  ma- 
gistrate, mis- 
sive. 


Hadingtoun 
contra  Dum- 
bar. 


Sanctandroes, 
Methven. 


ing   them   desist   from  tredding   and   vsurping   the   liberties  of  the    frie 
burrowes. 

14«.  Anent  the  sevent  and  aucht  acts  of  the  last  generall  conventione, 
[the  agent  produced  a  charge  raised  by  him,  as  instructed,  for  pajmaent  of 
unlaws  and  election  of  magistrates,  together  with  a  suspension  of  the 
letters  of  charge  ;  as  also  compeared  the  commissioner  of  Perth]  and  pro- 
ducit  ane  act  subscryvit  be  thair  clerk,  bearing  the  forme  of  thair  said 
electione  at  the  said  feast  of  Michelmes  last,  quhilk  beand  sein  and  con- 
siderit  be  the  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes,  they  find  the  said  burgh 
of  Perth  to  have  contravinit  the  said  last  act  of  burrowes  in  nominating 
my  Lord  of  Skune  to  be  thair  provest  at  the  said  feast  of  Michelmes  last, 
and  thairfor  decerns  the  said  burgh  in  ane  unlay  of  fy  ve  hundreth  punds 
conforme  to  the  said  act,  and  ordeans  thair  agent  to  rais3  chairges  heir- 
vpon  and  putt  the  samyne  to  executione  befor  the  nixt  conventione,  and 
at  Michelmes  nixt  to  come  ordeans  the  said  burgh  to  conforme  thair  elec- 
tione to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes  under  the  pain  of  fyve  hun- 
dreth punds,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive ;  and  the  said 
commissioner  of  Perth  disassentit  heirfra. 

15.  Anent  the  complent  of  the  commissioner  of  Hadingtoun  aganis 
^he  toun  of  Dumbar,  the  commissioners  of  burrowes  ordeans  the  said  toun 
of  Dumbar,  with  consent  of  thair  present  commissioner,  to  cause  Johne 
Kellie,  collector  apointit  be  the  commissionars  that  past  to  Dumbar  for 
siing  the  acts  of  burrowes  observed  at  the  tak  of  hering  at  the  said  toun, 
mak  his  compts  of  his  intromissione  with  the  impost  collectit  be  him  for 
defraying  of  the  saids  commissioners  chairges  to  the  saids  commissioners 
betuix  and  the  first  of  August  nixt  to  cum,  and  to  cans  the  expenses  of 
the  commissioner  of  Hadingtoun  be  payit  incaice  it  be  not  alreadie  satis- 
feit  according  to  the  said  collector  his  compt. 

]  6.  Compirit  David  Methven,  baillie  of  Sanctandroes,  and  declairit 
that  he  was  electit  commissionar  for  Sanctandroes  for  passing  to  Dumbar 
with  Edinburgh  and  Hadingtoun,  and  beand  in  his  iorney  contractit  ane 
heavie  seiknes,  and  thairby  was  made  unabell  to  keip  the  tyme  prefixit 
with  the  other  commissioners,  quhilk  the  present  commissioners  of  bur- 
rowes accepts  for  ane  excuse  and  dischairges  the  said  burgh  of  the  unlay 
coutiuit  in  the  said  act  quhilk  they  incurrit  thruch  thair  commissioners 
absence. 
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17.  The  oommissionera  ^'grants  and  gives  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Forres  and  St  Andrews. 
Naime  to  abyde  and  remain  fra  all  generall  conventions  of  burrowes  for  the  space    ^  •^^^y  1^^^- 
of  fy ve  yeirs,"  providing  always  that  the  exemption  be  not  extended  to  parlia-  Exemptiono, 
ments  or  particular  conventions  ;  that  the  burghs  yearly  send  to  the  convention  a  Forroa,  Nairno. 
ratification  of  all  things  to  be  done,  with  all  sums  contained  in  the  missive,  and  that 

the  expenses  which  they  should  pay  the  commissioners  be  bestowed  on  public  works. 

1 8.  Licence  given  to  the  commissioners  of  Forres  and  iNaim  to  depart  befoi*e  Licence, 

the  dissolving  of  this  convention,  they  ratifying  all  acts  made  or  to  be  made  ^^j'^Sirt^"^^ 
thereat. 

19.  Corapirit  the  particular  commissioners  of  burro wes  underwritten  J^^®'^^®^^ 
and  oblisit  thame  as  followes,  videlicit,  the  commissionar  of  Dundie  for  titicationa  of 
Elgyne,   the   commissioner   of  Bamflf  for  Culane,  the   commissioners   of  thorne/Eigyne, 
Kirkcudbricht  and  Wigtoun  for  Qubithome,  and  the  agent  for  Lainrik  L^^^er 

and  Lawder,  and  oblist  thameselfes,  of  thair  awiu  consent,  particularlie  as  misave. 
is  above  writtin,  to  produce  betuix  and  the  nixt  generall  conventione  the 
severall   approbationes  and  ratifications  of  the  saids  burghs,  autentikle 
subscry  vit  be  the  provest  and  baillies  or  clerks  of  the  samyne,  of  all  things 
done  at  this  present  conventione. 

20.  Anentthe  44th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  ordained  ^^^^^Jj^. 
the  agent,  in  name  of  the  burghs  of  Air  and  Dundie,  to  receive  and  discharge  the  rowes. ' 
sum  of  £60  therein  mentioned. 

21.  Anent  the   45th  and  46th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  agent  Agent  at  court, 
reported  that  the  sums  therein  menti(»ned  had  been  paid  ;  and  the  commissioners    ^  P®°«o'^®- 
ordained  each  burgh  to  pay  their  part  of  this  year's  pension  to  the  agent  at  court 

before  depai*ting  from  the  convention. 

22.  [Anent  the  43d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  stirimg,craftg. 
having  heard  the  report  of  John  Schearer,  commissioner  of  Stirling,  and] 

red  aue  act  of  the  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  concerning  the  samyn,  they 
find  the  said  Johne  Schearer  to  have  done  his  diligence  for  away  taking 
of  the  said  mater  and  the  act  of  conventione  to  be  satisfeit  for  his  pairt. 

G  July  1615. 

23.  The  commissioners  ratified  the  9th  act  of  last  general  convention  and  the  S5"b""h°*' 
fifth  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1611,  "anent  the  Anstruther 
mater  of  balasting  of  boats,  measurs  of  hering  and  barrells  of  hering."   The  burghs  EiBt,^8art, 
of  Edinburgh,  Anstruther  Eister,  and  Dysart  were  appointed  to  send  their  com-  g|ye. 
missioners  to  Dunbar  on  5th  August  for  the  same  purposes  as  those  for  which 
commissioners  were  appointed  at  last  general  convention,  ''and  ordeans  the  burgh 

of  Dumbar  to  concur  with  thame." 


G 
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St  Andrews. 
«  July  1615. 

Selkirk  un- 
\B.y\i,  elec- 
tione  magis- 
tratfl,  missive. 


Commissione, 
customes 
burgh  from 
burgh,  missive. 


Electione, 
magistrats, 
deikins,  mis- 
sive. 


24.  Anent  the  fyfteint  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  .... 
compirit  the  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  and  producit  the 
[form  of  election  of  their  magistrates,]  quhilk  beand  sein  and  considerit  be 
the  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  they  find  that  the  said  electione  hes 
not  procidit  conforme  to  the  saids  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes,  and 
thairfor  decerns  thame  in  ane  unlay  of  ane  hundreth  punds,  and  con- 
tinowis  the  vplifting  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  and  ordeans 
the  said  burgh  to  conforme  tham  selfes  to  the  saids  acts  in  thair  electione 
at  Michelmes  nixt  to  cum  and  in  all  tym  cumming,  .  .  .  and  to  produce 
the  forme  of  thair  electione  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

25.  Anent  the  mater  of  the  customes  takin  be  burgh  fra  burgh  at 
thair  tounland  portis,  mention  at  in  the  seven  teint  act  of  the  last  generall 
conventione,  .  .  .  finds  the  said  act  to  be  satisfeit  in  maner  following,  to 
witt,  be  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Stirling,  Linlithgo, 
Sanctandroes,  Glasgow,  Dysart,  Culrose,  Cow^er,  Kirkcaldie,  Brichane, 
Kinghorne,  Dumferling,  quha  producit  tabells  of  thair  customes ;  be  the 
burghs  of  Abirdein,  Dumfreis,  Kirkcudbricht,  and  Peblis,  quha  producit 
testimonials  testefeing  thair  burghs  to  uplift  na  custome  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  frie  burrowes  at  thair  toun  land  ports  ;  the  burghs  of  Muntrose, 
Wigtoun,  Dumbartane,  Ramfrow,  Selkirk,  Dumbar,  Rutherglen,  be 
solemne  declaratione  maid  be  thair  commissioners  quha  declairit  that 
thair  was  na  custome  takin  at  toun  land  ports.  And  gives  power  to  the 
burghs  nominat  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  anent  the  mater  of  the  burghs  of 
baronie  to  visite  all  the  saids  tabells  producit,  and  after  inspectione  and 
consideratione  thairof  to  advyse  and  deliberat  vpon  ane  satled  uniforme 
order  how  the  saids  pitti  customes  sail  be  vplifted  in  all  tyme  cuming, 
and  to  report  thair  diligence  thairanent  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

26.  Anent  the  article  of  the  missive  concerning  the  electione  of  the 
magistrats  within  burgh,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burghs  having  sein 
and  considerit  the  acts  producit  bearing  the  formes  keipit  within  ilk 
burgh  anent  the  electione  of  the  saids  magistrats,  and  finding  that  in  the 
tyme  of  the  electione  the  haill  nummer  of  the  persones  having  power  to 
votte  con  veins  not  for  that  effect,  pairtlie  because  they  ar  absent  in  thair 
voyages  furth  of  this  realme  and  pairtlie  with dra wen  be  attending  vpon 
thair  awin  necessar  etfairs,  or  utherwayes  be  visitat  with  death,  thairfor  the 
saids  commissioners,  all  with  ane  consent,  hes  statute  and  ordeanit  that  if 
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anye  of  the  saids  electors  be  absent  fra  the  said  electione,  that  the  pro  vest,  St  Andrews. 
baillies,  and  counsell  present  sail  have  power  to  elect  anye  qualefeit  per-  ^ 

sones  wha  hes  been  ane  counseller  of  that  burgh  of  befor  to  siipplie  the  ^!^*^nSs, 
absence  of  ilk  absent  counseller  fra  the  said  electione,  and  lykwayes  in  deikins,  mis- 
caice  anye  of  the  deikins  of  crafts  be  absent  fra  the  said  electione  to 
nominat  the  deikin  of  that  craft  the  yeir  preciding  to  supplie  his  place ; 
quhilk  persones  sa  nominat  sail  have  as  gritt  power  to  vote  in  the  said 
electione  as  if  the  ordinar  electors  war  present.  And  lykwayes  the  saids 
commissioners,  understanding  the  gritt  confusione  in  the  electione  of  the 
deacons  of  crafts  within  sum  burrowes,  quhilk  proceids  from  the  electione 
of  the  saids  deikins  vpon  severall  dayes  and  in  divers  seasons  of  the 
yeirs,  to  the  gritt  hinderance  of  the  commoun  effairs  of  the  saids 
burrowes ;  'thairfor  they  have  statute  and  ordeanit  the  deikins  in  all  the 
burrowes  of  this  realme  sail  be  electit  vpon  ane  day  within  ten  dayes 
preceiding  or  following  ilk  feast  of  Michelmes,  under  the  pain  of  ane 
unlay  of  ane  hundreth  punds  to  be  vpliftit  of  the  contraviners  of  this 
present  act  to  be  payit  to  the  burrowes.  And  ordeans  ilk  commissioner 
to  intimat  this  act  at  thair  home  cumming  to  the  pro  vest,  baillies,  coun- 
sell and  deikins  of  crafts  of  thair  burgh;  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair 
diligence  anent  the  observatione  heirof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione, 
under  the  pain  of  ane  unlay  of  tuentie  punds. 

27.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  of  Culrose  to  produce  to  next  Culroso, impost 
general  convention  a  more  particular  account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  ™"®^®' 

the  impost  granted  them  for  reparation  of  their  bridge. 

28.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  to  produce  next  Kirkcaldie, 
general  convention  a  more  formal  account  of  the  charge  and  discharge  of  their  ^*^^**  ™^' 
common  rent  for  the  year  1615. 

29.  Anent  the  30th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  William  Speir  pro-  Si)eir,  compts, 
duced  his  account  of  liis  intromiasion  with  the  impost  granted  to  him  for  defray-  °'"*®'^®* 

ing  William  Nisbet's  charges  in  passing  to  France  for  obtaining  the  ratification 
of  the  privileges  of  the  nation  in  Normandy.  The  sum  collected  from  7th  July 
1614  to  7th  July  instant  amounted  to  7 1 1  franks,  2  sous,  1 0  dinniers,  which 
being  deducted  from  the  sum  due  last  year,  with  interest  thereon,  left  a  balance 
due  to  Speir  of  1063  franks,  7  sous.  For  payment  of  this  he  was  authorised  to 
continue  the  uplifting  of  the  impost,  to  charge  certain  persons  who  had  failed  to 
pay  duty,  and  directed  to  account  as  formerly. 

30.  Anent  the   29th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  James  Speir  pro-  Speir,  compts, 
duced  his  accounts  of  the  money  collected  in  Campheir  from  Ist  July  1614  to  ™*^^®* 
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yeirlie  the  soum  of   aucht  hundreth  gudlings,  Fleams  money,   togither  ^J'/^^ig]^*' 
with  certane  uther  heids  contenit  in  his  supplication e.      [The  commis- 


,.        .  .         ,  J.        Coramissione, 

sioners  remitted  the  supplication  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  regarding  Edinburgh, 
the  burghs  of  barony,  or  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with  power  to  dispose  ® 
of  it,]  provyding  allwayes  that  they  sail  doe  nothing  hurtfull  or  preiudiciall 
to  anye  substantiall  point  of  the  contract  sett  doun  betuix  the  burro wes  and 
him  in  the  particular  conventione  of  burrowes  haldin  at  Edinburgh  the 
tuentie  day  of  Januar  the  yeir  of  God  1614. 

34.   The  commissioners  remitted  to  those  of  their  number  appointed  to  meet  Commwsione, 
regarding  the  burghs  of  barony,  (1  )  a  letter  "  from  Neill  Kaa,  master  of  the  con-  hous, 
sergerie  house  at  Campheir,  for  the  repairing  of  certane  inlaiks  in  the  said  con-  (iSreissone. 
sergerie  house,  qubilks  apperteins  to  be  done  be  the  magistrats  of  the  said  toun 
of  Campheir,"  and  (2.)  a  letter  "  from  Johne  Greissone,  resident  at  the  said  toun 
of  Campheir,  craving   the   saids   burrowes   to  wrytt   to   the   said   magistrats  of 
Campheir  to  desyre  thame  to  grant  to  him  the  benefeit  of  the  natioun  of  wyne 
and  heir,  small  and  gritt,  excyse  frie,  for  himselfe  and  familie  alanerlie." 

35.  Anent  the  tuentie  sext  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,   .   .   .  AWrbrothok 

.  .  .    narbarie, 

compirit  the  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh  of  Abirbrothok,  and  declairit  Auchteriouio. 
that  the  said  voluntar  contributione  grantit  at  the  said  burgh  of  Abirbro- 
thok for  reparatione  of  thair  said  harberie  was  maid  compt  of,  quhilk  the 
saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  accepts  for  diligence,  and  thairfor  dis- 
chargis  that  pairt  of  the  act  anent  David  Auchterlonie,  and  ordeans  the 
said  burgh  of  Abirbrothok  to  accomplese  the  said  wark  alreadie  begun 
vpon  thair  awin  charges. 

7  July  1615. 

36.  Anent  the  fourtie  seven  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [as  to  Edinburgh, 
impost  for  expenses  in  the  matir  of  the  customs  and  book  of  raitts,]  the  Londone, 
saids  commissioners  finds  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Sanctandroes,  misSvo.  *^^"^* 
Glasgow,  Air,  Dumbar,  Dysart,   Craill,  Dumbartane,   Kirkcaldie,  Pitin- 
weyme,     Kirkcudbricht,    Abirbrothok,     Kinghorne,     Kilrenie,     to    have 
satisfeit  the  said  act ;  and  finds  that  the  haill  remanent  burrowes  having 
sie    ports,    videlicet,   Perth,    Abirdeyne,    Stirling,    Dunferling,    Irrwine, 
Bruntiland,  Northberwik,  Dumfireis,   Inerkithing,   Hadingtoun,  Wigtoun, 
Anstruther  Eister  and  Wester,  and  Culrose,  hes  not  satisfeit  the  said  act, 
and  thairfor  decemis  thame  and  ilk  ane  of  thame  to  have  incurrit  ane 
unlay  of  fourtie  punds  continit  in  the  said  act,  and  ordeans  the  ane  halfo 
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St  andhews,  thairof  to  be  payit  to  the  affent,  in  name  of  the  burrowes,  and  the  uther 

7  July  1015.  .  ^^  .  . 

— '-  halfe  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  recompense  of  thair  loses  sustenit  be 
coaimissioiie,  waut  thairof.  [Each  burgh  having  a  sea  port  was,  as  at  last  general  eon- 
^^^'  vention,  directed  to  send  to  next  general  convention]  ane  perfect  compt 

and  payment  of  the  rest  of  the  said  impost  fra  the  first  of  Julie  instant  to 

the  first  of  Julij  161 G. 
Commissione,  37^  The  commissioners  decerned  the  burghs  of  Lainrik,  Quhithome,  Rothesay, 

cliargo'aj^t,    Saiiquhair,  Lochmavin,  and  Elgyne,  in  an  unlaw  of  £20  each  for  non  payment  of 
miasivo.  their  shares  of  the  pension  due  to  Mr  Patrik  Hamrailtone,  agent  at  court. 

Forret,  cxac-  38-  Ancut  the  fiftic  thrid  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioue,  haldin 
tious,  ingiand,  ^^  ^q  burgh  of  Kirkcaldio,  ordeaning  Andro  Forrett,  burges  of  Sanct- 
androe*^,  to  observe  and  keip  his  pairt  of  the  thrid  act  of  the  particular 
conventione  of  burrowes  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  thirtcint 
day  of  Julie  1G13,  .  .  .  compirit  the  said  Andro  Forret  and  producit 
his  Hienes  letters  patents,  under  his  Maiesties  gritt  seall  of  England, 
commanding  that  no  greater  or  other  customes,  imposts,  fees,  entrie 
silver,  or  uther  dewties  quhatsumever,  sail  be  heirafter  taken,  exacted,  or 
reseavid  by  onye  officers  or  subiects  of  England  and  Ireland  from  Scots 
men  or  Scots  schips,  or  anye  goods  or  merchandices  imported  or  exported 
by  them  or  thair  ships,  then  is  vsuallie  reseaved  from  Inglis  or  Irishe  men, 
Inglis  and  Irishe  schips,  or  onye  goods  imported  or  exported  by  them  or 
thair  schips  to  or  from  Ingland  or  Irland  in  all  respects,  and  that  Scots 
ships  be  no  more  repute  or  acompted  strangers  bottomes  bot  frie  bottomes, 
paying  no  more  customes,  impositions,  or  uther  dewties,  for  goods  im- 
ported or  exported  by  them,  then  if  they  wer  imported  or  exported  in  Inglis 
or  Irish  bottomes,  or  to  or  from  England  and  Irland,  as  at  mair  lenth  is 
contenit  in  the  saids  letter  patents  daitit  at  Westminster  the  tuelft  day 
of  Apryll  the  thirteint  yeir  of  his  Hienes  raigne  of  England,  France,  and 
Irland,  and  of  Scotland  the  eight  and  fourtie.  Quhilk  beand  sein  and 
hard  be  the  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes,  togither  with  the  report 
of  the  gritt  diligence  in  prosequunting  and  obtening  of  the  saids  letters 
patents,  they  find  the  said  Andro  to  have  satisfeit  his  pairt  of  the  said 
act,  and  ordeans  the  saids  letters  patents  to  be  insert  and  registrat  in 
thair  burrow  booke  in  futaram  rei  memoriam*  And  in  consideratione 
of  his  gritt  and  extraordincr  travells  and  chairges  made  be  him  in  the 
*  The  letters  are  engrossed  in  the  MS.  Convention  Records,  toL  iv.,  pp.  181,  182. 
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purchasing  of  the  forsaid   commoun    benefeit  to   the  weill  of   the  haill  St  Andrews, 

burrowes  of  this  realme,  whairby  he  is  reduced  to  extreame  povertie  and 

wreak,    thairfor  '  the   saids   commissioners  hes  all  agreit   that  the    said  tions,  ingiand, 

Andro,  his  factors  or  deputes,  sail  have  power  to  vptak  and  reseave  the  ™^^^®- 

particular  voluntar  or  temperarie  dewtie  specifeit  in  the  said  act  in  manor 

mentionat  thairintill,  ay  and  quhill  he  be  compleitlie  payit  of  the  soum 

of  thrie  hundreth  punds  Stirling  money,  quhilk  be  thir  presents  is  grantit 

to  him  in   recompence  of  his  travells  and  expenses  forsaids,  and  in  con- 

tentatione  of  the  said  soum  of  ane  hundretli  and  ten  punds  contenit  in 

the  said  former  act ;  and  the  forsaid  impost  apointit  of  befor  to  have  bein 

vptakin  at  the  ports  of  England  or  Ireland  is  be  this  present  act  now 

apointit  to  be  payit  and  vptaking  in  Scotland  at  the  ports  whairfra  the 

saids  ships,  crears,  or  barks  sail  depairt  to  whatsumever  ports  of  England 

or  Ireland,  Londone  exceptit;   and  ordeans  the  magistrats  of  ilk  sie  port 

to  assist  the  said  Andro  in  vptaking  of  the  saids  dewties,  and  to  helpe 

him   to   the   payment  thairof ;   and  if  the   commissioners  convinand  at 

Edinburgh  for  the  mater  of  the  burghs  of  baronie  sail  find  it  neidfull  that 

Londone  sould  note  be  exceptit  the  present  commissioners  of  burrowes 

ordeans  that  exceptione  of  Londone  to  be  deleitt  furth  of  this  present  act 

and  the  said  dewtie  to  be  vpliftit  as  well  at  Londone  or  uther  pairt ;  and 

it  is  declairit  that  it  sail  be  leissume  to  the  said  Andro  or  his  factor  to 

vptak  the  dewtie  aboue  writtin  of  all  Scots  schips  and  goods  cummand 

from  anye  forane  pairt  to  anye  port  of  England  or  Irian d  (exceptand  as  of  * 

befor)  at  thair  returning  to  Scotland,  as  laufullie  as  if  the  saids  schips  had 

past  directlie  from  Scotland  to  Ingiand  or  Irland  ;  and  incaice  the  said 

Andro,  or  ony  of  his  factors,  sail  vplift  the  said  dewtie  at  any  port  in 

England  or  Irland,  in  that  caice  he  sail  forfeitt  and  am  it  his  richt  of  the 

dewtie  above  writtin ;   and  farder,  in  caice  it  sail  be  fund  betuix  and  the 

nixt  generall  conventione  the  said  gift  not  to  be  effect uall,  and  the  said 

Scots  schips  and  guids  not  relived  of  thair  former  burdings,  in  that  caice 

the  said  Andro  or  his  factor  to  have  no  longer  power  to  vplift  the  saids 

dewties  but  untill  the  payment  of  the  said  soum  of  ane  "hundreth  and  ten 

punds   grantit   in  the  former   act   maid   at   Edinburgh  alanerlie.     And 

ordeans  the  said  Andro  to  produce  his  compts  at  ilk  generall  conventione 

ay  and  whill  he  be  compleitlie  satisfeit  of  the  said  thrie  hundreth  punds; 

and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

39.  Anent  the   sixtieth   act  of  the  last  generall  convention,  .   .    .  orherinff!^'^*' 
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8t  A5DRFWH,  findis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  have  done  thair  diligence  be  productione 

—1. — i-  of  ane  act  of  thair  counsall,  bearing  thame  to  have  citate  before  thame 

tAXwr^ixg^^     ccrtane  coupers  of  Leyth,  quha  being  incallit  deciairit  that  they  had  con- 

ferrit  the  hering  barrells  of  the  Fleames  bind  with  the  iadge,  and  measured 

the  8am  with  water,  and  fand  that  the  hering  barrell  of  Fleames  bind 

continit  audit  gallones  and  fyve  choppins,  as  the  said  act  of  counsall  of 

the  dait  the  tuentie  five  of  Jun  1615  beirs. 

HaiirUtiiriroen  40.   Ordcans  the  burghs  of  CraiU,   Anstruther  Eister  and   Wester, 

/[nUmthijr  '    Pitinwoyme,  and  Kilrenie  to  send   thair   commissioners  sufficientlie  in- 

w«*f!^"Fitin-  structed  to  ansuer  to  the  complent  given  in  be  the  burgh  of  Sanctandroes 

woymo,  Kii-     agains  [thame]  for  the  alledgit  debarring  of  thame  to  pak  and  peill  within 

TMtWa  tllMNlVO.  ,       ...  « 

thair  liberties. 

r>fifrjiHiriAno,  4|,  The  commissi  on  ors  of  Dumbai-ton  and  Kirkcaldie  passe  1  from  their  com- 

IVrth?'  **'       plaint  given  in  at  last  general  convention  against  Perth  "for  the  alledgit  exacting 

from  thair  nichtbours  certane  post  silver." 
Htif/fiiicAtionOi  42.   Each  burgh  ordained  to  send  thair  commissioners  to  next  generall  con- 

K'"uJr**^*T*^i      vcntioii  instructed  to  give  answer  to  the  supphcation  of  Anstruther  Eister  for 

£400  "  for  help  to  the  reparatione  of  thair  decaying  harberie." 

Hitpfillca-  43.   Each  burgh  ordained  to  send  thair  comissioners  to  next  generall  conven- 

tioiirieis  Ha/I-    ^^^^  iiiHtructcd  to  give  answer  to  the  following  supplications,  "  Hadingtoun  for 

miMivo.'       *    Bup[)ort  to  the  rei)aratione  of  thair  harberie  of  Abirladie,  Anstruther  Wester  for 

helpe  to  thair  re-edifiing  of  thair  decay  it  and  ruinous  calsayes  and  buUwarkes,  King- 

home  for  reparatione  of  thair  heaven  of  Prittiecure,  Inerkithing  for  support  for 

reparatione  of  thair  heaven,  and  Pitinweyme  for  lielp  of  thair  decay  it  harberie." 

Buj»fK)rt,  44.  Anent  the  supplicatione  given  to  the  last  generall  conventione  at 

i^^ve.^  ^'  Kirkcaldie  be  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundie,  Munrose  and  Brichane,  crav- 
ing support  to  the  reparatione  of  the  bridge  of  Dy,  mentionat  in  the 
fiftie  sext  act  of  the  said  conventione,  the  saids  commissioners,  under- 
standing the  utilite  and  profeit  that  will  thairby  redound  to  his  Hienes 
haill  subiects  of  this  realme  travilling  in  thes  pairt,  hes  grantit  the  soum 
of  ane  hundreth  pund  to  be  ingatherit  of  the  saids  burrowes  conforme  to 
the  extent  roll 
Support,  45.  [After  considering  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  BamfF,  crav- 

BamffmiMive.  j^^  support  to  the  new  intended  work  of  building  a  harbour  beside  the 
burgh,  the  commissioners]  for  farder  incouraging  and  furderance  of  them 
in  the  advancement  of  the  said  notabell  intendit  worke,  hes  grantit  and 
agreit  to  the  soum  of  ane  hundreth  punds  to  be  takin  up  conforme  to 
the  extent  roll. 
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46.  The  coramlssioaers  of  Dundee  and  Ayr  confessed  the  receipt  of  £60  '^^T^?^?f??' 
11  1  1        1  o  1      r»/^  1  4.    1  .  .  7  July  1615. 

collected  by  the  agent  conform  to  the  20th  act  of  this  convention.  

Dunditi,    Air, 

47.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givine  in  be  George  Waid,  mariner  and  ^  ^^L.'  -nr  j 
burges  in  Anstruther  Wester,  deploring  his  depauperat  estait,  pairtlie  be  miaaive.' 
lose  of  bis  sicht,  pairtlie  be  the  raging  of  the  tempestuous  seas  that  daylie 
menases  to  bring  doun  in  his  house  standing  most  opposeit  thairto,  to  his 

utter  ruine,  and  thairfor  craving  thair  supplie  for  remeid  thairof  in  tyme, 
the  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  having  sein  and  considerit  his  said 
supplicatione  hes  grantit  to  him  the  soum  of  tud,  hundreth  punds,  and 
ordanit  the  samyne  to  be  ingatherit  according  to  the  extent  rolL 

48.  Referring  to  the  46th  act  of  the  generall  convention  held  at  Selkirk  in  Nisbet,  Elgyno, 
July  1608,  Johne  Nisbet  declared  that  all  the  burghs  had  paid  their  share  of  ^er,  Inernes 
560  marks  granted  to  Irvine,  with  unlaws,  excepting  Innemes,  Elgyne,  Culane  missive. 

and  Lawder.  These  burghs  were  thereupon  ordained  to  make  payment  and  to 
bring  their  shares  to  the  next  convention. 

49.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  grants  and  gives  licence  to  Dygart, impost, 
the  burgh  of  Dysart  to  impetrat  of  our  Soveran  Lord  ane  gift  of  the 

impost  following,  to  witt,  of  ilk  tun  guds  losit  in  the  said  heavn  to  tak 
and  have  tua  s.  at  the  incumming,  and  at  the  laidning  and  outganging 
tua  s.,  and  of  the  vesschell  tuelfe  pennies  for  the  tun  at  the  incumming 
and  tuelfe  pennies  at  the  outganging,  and  this  of  all  sort  of  geir  except 
coll,  lyme,  sklaitt  and  friestane,  quhilk  is  ordeanit  to  be  frie  of  the  said 
impost ;  item,  ilk  chalder  victuall  dischargit  or  lost  in  the  said  herberie, 
tua  s.  at  the  incumming,  and  ilk  schalder  victuall  transported  furth 
thairof  tua  s.,  and  of  the  vesschell  tuelfe  pennies  ilk  chalder  incumming 
and  lossing  and  tuelfe  pennies  at  hir  outganging  and  laidning ;  item,  ane 
trie  of  ilk  hundreth  lost  or  laidnit  within  the  said  harberie ;  and  this  to 
indure  for  the  space  of  seven  yeirs,  provyding  they  bestow  the  samyn 
vpon  the  reparatione  of  thair  harberie  and  mak  yeirlie  compt  thairof  to 
the  burrowes. 

50.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  grants  and  gives  licence  to  Kirkcaldio,  im- 
the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  to  impetrat  of  our  Soverane  Lord  ane  gift  of  the  ^*^**^ 
impost  follouing,  for  the  space  of  seven  yeirs  after  the  expyring  thairof, 

for  reparatione  of  thair  heaven  and  schore,  that  is  to  say  :- — [same  as  in  the 
immediately  preceding  act;]  and  ilk  chalder  salt  of  unfriemen  sex  s.  aucht 


B  •         #    ♦rt" 
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^jtjym?  ^-  ^^^  ^^  friemen  thrie  s.  four  d.,  and  of  the  ve^chell,  of  unfriemen  tua 

8.  and  of  the  friemen  tuelfe  j>ennies. 
Dmnfreia,  im-         51.   The  saids  Commissioners  of  barrowes  grants  and  gives  licence  to 
^*'^*  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  to   impetrate  of  our  SoTerane  ane  gift  of  the 

impost  following,  to  indure  for  the  space  of  seven  yeirs,  for  reparatione  of 
thair  ruinous  bridge,  videlicet,  of  ilk  pak  tua  s.,  ilk  horse  ane  s.  iiij  d., 
ilk  kow  ane  s.  iiij  d.,  ilk  sheip  ij  d.,  ilk  Iamb  a  pennie,  ilk  pak  skins  tua 
s.,  ilk  daiker  hjdes  xij  d.,  ilk  bark  thirtein  s.  iiij  d.,  ilk  bott  laidnit  thrie 

•  •  •  •     ^ 

s.  uij  d. 
Pobiis,  impost  52.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  grants  and  gives  licence  to 
the  burgh  of  Peblis  to  impetrat  of  our  Soverane  Lord  ane  gift  of  the 
impost  following,  to  witt,  tua  i>ennies  of  ilk  horse,  aucht  pennies  of  ilk 
scor  scheip,  tua  pennies  of  ilk  futtman,  four  pennies  of  ilk  horse  man 
cummand  to  thair  bridge  ;  and  this  to  indure  for  the  space  of  seven  yeirs, 
provyding  allwayes  they  bestow  the  samyne  vpon  the  reparatione  of  thair 
said  bridge. 

Dumforlingj  53.  The  oommisaioners  ordained  each  bui^h  to  send  their  commissioner  to 

^  '  next  general  convention  sufficiently  instructed  to  answer  a  complaint  by  Dam- 

ferling  as  to  "  the  gritt  hurt  sustenit  be  tredders  with  yaime  thruch  the  insuf- 

tioienoo  of  tlio  roill.** 
Klrkotul-  A  4.  The  oommisaionora  granted  lioenoe  to  Kirkcudbricht  to  impetrate  of  the 

britfhi,  ltii|K>Mi.  iijiig  ^iiy  following  im|H>8t  for  sevon  years,  vi».,  of  everie  schip,  bark,  crear  or 

bontt  that  arryvea  within  thair  liberties  the  soum  of  tuentie  &,  to  be  takin  aues 

in  tho  yoir  alanerlie,  and  to  Uvitow  tlie  samyne  v)H\ne  the  reparatione  of  thair 

horhorlo/' 
(Jomiilciitii,  ft  ft,  Tim  (HininilNHionoin   oixlained   \\\k'^  Imrghs  to  send   their  commissioners 

im  Air,  Kirk  "'I'lJ^'i^^t^^'y  liiKtruotml  to  iinNWor  the  iHunpluint  of  (1)  Wigtoun  against  Air  "for 
cmIiHii  futiiirn  NulUtrlti^  Andni  Huninior  nnd  David  Fei^UMme  thair  burgessis  to  mak  residence 
jhittiUr.   iiiU  ,,,  ,1,^  oliiMolmiio  nf  Miinl«M|i;"  and  (Si)  Kirkmldie  against  Dumbar  "for  exacting 

of  ilmir  iiloliUiMiirN  iMtrUno  liimiiMtim  tn  tho  t^^k  of  hering  at  Dumbar,  1613." 
KlmUr,    Klrh  ftO,  Thu  OMMiinUMliiMiii'M  Mnlaihitd  ih«»  U\\yi\\  of  Kirkoaldie  to  "pay  to  Thomas 

oaldltt.  Klliihu',  iMwI.,  lliit  NMiiMi  nf  mil   jiMhd  Ww  hin  tlo  tho  last  yeir  restand  awand  be 

thAffl  Ml  IlIlM  '' 

IhitiifurUMu.  ft7.   Tho   nulfU   (•MiMtiilHHiMiiniii   nf    liMm>wi^   onloans   the  burffhs   of 

1    llIlf*ilMM      llllil'iM  ^^ 

trcMiiUrM,  jiiU  DuMifMillMK  mimI  (NiliiiAM  i>HMit  ilnliliM  llMthlonvnk.  Adam  Sanders,  and 
**^**  WlllliMii   (■MMiiU«,  hiihihlli'lM   )M   Ti«fvl»MiMo,  KW\}^\  fixnn  vsing  the  tred  of 

liinr(<h»ilMlh*M  M\^  VAM)|ilMy  IIim  liln>ll)t>»>  nl  I  ho  iVio  burrowes. 
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58.  Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in  be  Johne  Corstorphin,  induellar  St  Andrews, 

in  Campheir,  desyrand  licence  and  priviledge  to  vent  wyne  and  beir  to — — - 

the  natioun,  the  commissioners  of  burrowes  refers  the  samyne   to   the  refenit. 
particular  burrowes  apointit  to  meit  at  Edinburgh. 

59.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  be  the  rector  of  the  Universitie  Supplicatione, 

t*   c>i  ^  •/•!•  1  11        umversitie  of 

of  Sanctandroes,  m  name  of  the  maisters,  regents,  students,  and  other  Sanctandroes, 
members  of  the  said  Universitie,  bearing  in  efifect  that  about  thrie  yeirs  °^*^^®- 
since  or  thairby  they  intendit  to  build  ane  librarie  and  bibliothek  within 
the  said  citie  for  conserving  of  sik  books  as  micht  serve  to  the  advanse- 
ment  of  all  liberall  sciences  professit  in  the  said  Universitie,  and  that  by 
his  Maiesties  most  princelie  liberalitie  and  the  charitabell  aide  and 
support  of  divers  nobell  men,  barrons,  gentelmen  and  uthers  well  aflfected 
persones,  favorers  of  learning,  the  fabrick  of  the  house  is  so  far  promovit 
that  the  stane  work  thairof  is  almost  perfytit ;  and  becaus  the  theiking, 
glassing,  and  planisching  thairof  with  tymmer  work  and  books  will 
requyre  gritt  chairges  and  expenses,  quhilks  they  are  nawayes  abell  to 
furneis  bot  by  the  voluntar  helpe  and  contributions  of  cheritabell  and 
Weill  disposit  persones,  thairfor  finding  good  occatione  oflferit  be  resorting 
of  the  commissioners  of  burrowes  to  this  citie  to  thair  generall  convention e, 
and  beand  persuadit  of  thair  good  dispositione  to  the  fortherance  of  all 
such  profitabell  and  honorabell  work,  whairof  they  have  aJlreadie  had  ex- 
perience in  a  pairt  by  the  liberall  contributione  given  be  the  burrowes  of 
Edinburgh,  Dundie  and  Sanctandroes,  thay  are  movit  to  crave  and  implor 
ane  voluntar  and  eflfectuall  help  and  subsidie  to  be  given  be  the  rest 
to  the  accomplising  of  this  necessar  work,  seing  thairby  thair  awin 
childrein  and  postertitie  may  be  as  mikill  benefitit  as  ony  uthers  of  the 
kingdome,  as  the  said  supplicatione  proports.  After  reiding  and  con- 
sideratione  quhairof  all  the  saids  commissioners,  finding  the  petitione 
above  writtin  most  reasonabell,  hes  promittit  and  be  thir  present  promits 
to  commend  the  samyne  to  thair  nichtbours  the  magistrats  and  counsall 
of  thair  burrowes  respective  immediatlie  after  thair  returning  to  thair 
saids  burghs,  and  to  extend  thair  credeit  and  moyane  most  aflfectuallie  to 
move  thame  to  give  thair  voluntar  help  and  contributione  to  the  said 
worke  and  to  send  the  samyne  to  the  nixt  conventione  with  thair  com- 
missioners to  be  nominat  for  keiping  thairof,  lykas  they  have  desyrit  my 
lord  rector  to  direct  ane  maister  or  regent  of  the  said  Universitie  to  re- 
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St 


jT j^^^KW8,  seave  the  samyoe  at  the  said  conventione  ;  and,  that  they  may  the  better 

remember,  it  is  ordeanit  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

ciork  of  Sanct-         60.   Ordeans  thair  agent  to  give  to  the  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Sanct- 
'  androes  the  soum  of  tuentie  li.  for  wryting  and  directing  of  the  missive. 


CommisHione, 
coquot   clerks, 
missive. 


Dumbortane, 
compts. 


Sempell,  Fal- 
lisdaill,  bur- 


rowes. 


Diimbar,  un- 
layit,  chair^ 
agent,  missive. 


Place   of   con- 
ventione, 
Perth, 


8  July  IG15. 

61.  Forsuamikill  as  it  wes  compleinit  be  ane  nummer  of  the  com- 
missioners that  the  burrowes  having  sey  portis  ar  abused  and  havelie 
damnafeit  be  the  coquet  clerks  quha  sou  Id  awaitt  on  at  thair  frie  burghs 
and  ports  for  geving  coquets  to  the  schips  and  merchands,  nocht  the  les 
quhen  the  saids  schips  or  merchands  hes  payit  thair  dewties  and  customes 
to  his  Maiesties  customers  the  said  coquet  clerks  wilfullie  absents  thame 
selfis  or  refuisis  to  delyver  thair  coquets  tymouslie,  quhairby  the  saids 
merchands  and  skippers,  be  tinsall  of  ane  tyde,  ar  compellit  to  tyne  the 
profeit  of  thair  haill  voyage  without  the  said  coquet  clerks  be  gratefeit 
extrordinarlie  by  thair  dew,  thairfor  the  present  commissioners  of 
borrowes  gives  commissione  to  the  particular  conventione  that  sould  meit 
at  Edinburgh,  or  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  mein  this  mater  to  the 
lords  of  exchaker  or  secreit  counsell  for  remeid  thairof ;  and  to  report 
thair  diligence  the  nixt  conventione  generall. 

62.  The  commissioners,  having  considered  the  accounts  of  Dumbarton  for 
the  sums  granted  for  work  at  the  water  of  Leven,  referred  to  in  the  21st  act  of 
the  general  convention  of  1612,  the  58tb  of  1613,  and  the  4  2d  of  1614,  with 
the  repoi-t  of  the  auditors,  ratified  and  approved  of  the  same,  and  "  finds  the  saids 
compters  as  yit  superexpendit  in  the  soum  of  £3 1 01,  2s.  4d.*'  The  receipts  include 
the  sum  of  12,000  merks  "resavit  by  his  Maiesties  speciall  directione  from  his 
Hienes  reseavers  in  this  kingdome  in  recompense  of  thair  superexpenses." 

63.  Compirit  Johne  Sempell  and  Thomas  Fallisdaill,  collectors  of  the 
taxatione  apointit  for  helpe  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane,  and  oblisit 
thamselfes  never  to  burdein  the  burrowes  with  the  superexpenses  of  thair 
compts  in  na  tyme  heirafter. 

64.  The  present  commissioners  unlayes  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  in  ane 
unlay  of  tuentie  pund  for  depairting  fra  this  conventione  befor  the  dis- 
solving thairof 

65.  The  commissioners  appointed  their  next  general  convention  to  be  held 
at  Perth,  beginning  on  2d  July  1616. 
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General  Convention,  held  at  Perth. 

2  July  1616. 

EdiDburgh,  David  Aikinheid,  George  Foulls  ;  Perth,  James  Adam-   g  ^y™'i6 

sone  ;  Dundie,  Maister  William  Fergusone  ;  Abirdein,   Thomas  Minzies  ; 

Striviling,    Johne    Schearer ;    Linlithgoe,    Androe    Bell  ;     St.    Androes, 
Maister  William  Weymes;  Glasgowe,  Johne  Lawsone;  Air,  James  Blair  ; 
Dysart,    David   Symsone ;     Hadingtoun,    Herie   Cokburne ;    Kirkcaldie, 
James  Balcanqnall ;  Montrose,  William  Ramsay  ;  Couper,  David  Ander- 
sone  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander  ;  Dumfreis,  Johne  Corsane  ; 
Inemes,   Androe    Eraser ;     Bruntiland,    Androe   Watsone ;     Inerkithing, 
William    Blaikbume  ;     Kinghorne,      Maister     Robert     Cunninghame  ; 
Brichane,  Johne  Leiche  ;  Irrwine,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  pro- 
ducit  be  the  agent ;  Elgyne,  be  exemptione  producit  be  Dundie  ;  Jed- 
burgh, Maister  Johne  Rutherfurde  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  William  Makclellane; 
Wigtoun,  Johne  Turner  ;  Pitinweyme,  William  Stevinsone  ;  Dumferm- 
ling,  Maister  Thomas  Wardlawe  ;  Dumbartane,  Johne  Fallisdaill ;  Ram- 
frow,    William    Sommervell  ;    Lainrik,    Robert    Loekart ;    Aberbrothok, 
Johne  Grangeir ;   Peblis,  Archibald  Erank  ;   Craill,  Johne  Mackiesone  ; 
Thayne,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  the  agent ;  Selkirk, 
Maister  Johne   Ker ;    Anstruther,    George    Symsone ;     Culrose,    James 
Primrose  ;  Durabar,  William  Lawder  ;  Bamff,  Maister  Alexander  Ci-aig  ; 
Quhithome,  (blank)  ;  Eorfare,  James  Traill  ;  Rothesay,  (plank)  ;  Eorres, 
exemptione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  the  agent ;  Rutherglen,  Alane 
Spens ;    North  Berwick,    be   exemptione   and   ratificatione   producit   be 
Hadington ;   Culane,  (blank)  ;  Nairn e,  (blank)  ;  Lawder,  be  exemptione 
and   ratificatione   producit   be  the   agent ;    Kilrenie,  Johne   Jamesone  ; 
Annand,    be   exemptione    producit   be    Dumfreis  ;   Lochmavin,    (blank)  ; 
Sancheir,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  producit  be  the  agent. 

1.  The  commLssioner  of  Perth  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs.  Citatione. 

2.  Henrie  Elder,  first  in  commission  for  Perth,  constituted  moderator.  Moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve  forenoon,  and  from  Hours  of  meet- 
two  till  six  afternoon ;  same  rules  as  to  attendance  and  voting  as  at  last  general 
convention. 

C 
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Perth.       to  cum,  and  in  all  tyme  cumming,  conforme    to  the  acts  of  parliament 
"^  and  burroues,  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  punds  to  be   payit  to  the 

Selkirk,  etc.     buiToues,  and  to  produce  the  forme  of  thair  said   electione  at  the  feast  of 
Michelmes  nixt  to  cum  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowes, 
under  the  pain  of  tuentie  punds. 
Commiarione,  16.   Anent  the  mater  of  the  customes  takin  be  burgh  fra  burgh  at 

bur^hfra  thair  tounland  ports,  mentionat  in  the  tuentie  fyve  act  of  the  last  gene- 
burgh,mu»ve.  j-all  conventione,  [the  commissioners]  producit  thair  tabells  of  thair  cus- 
tomes vpliftit  be  thame  at  thair  tounland  ports,  and  sik  burrowes  as 
vpliftit  na  such  custome  thair  commissioners  producit  autentik  testifica- 
tions of  the  samyne.  The  present  commissioners  of  burrowes,  now  as 
befor,  continowes  the  said  mater  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowes,  and  incaice  betuix  and  the  said  generall  conventione  thair  in- 
tervein  anie  particular  conventione  gives  power  to  the  commissioners 
thair  convinand  to  visitte  all  the  saids  tabells  produced,  and  after  inspec- 
tione  and  consideratione  thairof  to  advyse  and  deliberat  vpon  ane  satled 
uniforme  order  how  the  saids  pittie  customes  sail  be  vpliftit  in  all  tyme 
cumming,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  thairanent  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione. 

Speir,  compts,  l*^*  Anent  the  29th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  ordaining  William 
miflsive,  agent.  Speir  to  produce  his  account  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  therein  men- 
tioned, from  July  1615  to  July  1616,  the  commissioners  "understanding 
the  death  of  the  said  umquhill  William  to  have  intervinit,"  continued  the 
matter  till  next  general  convention,  and  ordained  the  heirs,  relict,  or  executors 
to  produce  the  accounts  ''  since  the  first  beginning  thairof  to  the  moneth  of  Julie 
1617." 
Speir^  compts,  18.  Anent  the  30th  act  of  last  general  convention,  ordaining  James  Speir 

to  present  his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  therein  mentioned, 
the  commissioners,  "  understanding  the  said  James  to  be  out  of  the  contrey, 
thairfor  they  continow  the  mater  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 


3  July  161C. 

Suspeiwione,  1 9.  The  commissioners  suspended  the  uplifting  from  Wigtown  of  the  unlaw 

**^"^  of  £100  referred  to  in  the  5th  act  of  this   convention  till  next  general  con- 

vention. 


misnye. 
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burrowes   accepts   for   diligence   on   his   part.      As   also  compirit  James       Perth. 
Adamsone,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Perth,   .   .   .   and  producit   the        ^^ 
forme  of  thair  electione  at  Michaehnas  last,   subscryvit  be  thair  clerk,  ei^^one^or** 
quhilk  beand  sein  and  considerit  be  the  saids  commissioners  of  burrowes  magistrate, 
they  find  the  said  burgh  to  have  contravinit  the  saids  acts  of  parliament 
and  burrowes  and  not  to  have  obeyit  thair  said  ordinance  in  nominating 
and  electing  my  Lord  Skune  to  be  thair  provest  at  the   said  feast  of 
Michelmes  last,  and  thairfor  decemes  the  said  burgh  in  the  said   unlay 
of  fyve  hundreth  punds,  and  for  sundrie  good  causses  moving  them  they 
suspend  the  vplifting  of  the  said  unlay  and  all  uther  unlayes  incurrit  be 
them  for  the  cause   forsaid  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowes  ; 
and  ordeans  the  said  burgh  in  all  tyme  cumming  to  proceid  in  the  elec- 
tione of  thair  provest,  baillies,  counsell,  and  other  oflScers  conforme  to  the 
acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes,  under  the  pane  of  fyve  hundreth  punds, 
and  to  produce  the  forme  of  thair  electione  at  Michaelmes  nixt  to  cum  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

Ratificattones, 

11.  Ratifications  required  by  the  19  th  act  of  last  general  convention  pro-  Elgyne,  Quhit- 
J  J  M.  ^  o  1  home,  Lainrik, 
duced.  Lauder. 

12.  The  commissioners  decerned  the  burgh  of  Anstriither  Eister  in  an  unlaw  Anatruther 

of  £20,  for  failing  to  send  a  commissioner  to  Dunbar  as  required   by  the  23  act  Eister  unlayit, 
- 1     .  1       °         . .  -L  J  chau^e  agent. 

of  last  general  convention. 

13.  Act    passed   "  anent    the   balasting   of   hots,   measures    of   hering   and  S^™?^^^^?"®' 
barrells  of  hering,"  in  terms  similar  to  the  23d  act  of  last  general  convention.  Anstruthcr 
With  regard  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet  at  Dunbar,  it  is  provided  Eister,  Dysart, 
that  in  case  any  shall  happen  "  to  fall  seik,  sua  that  he  sail   be  unhabill  for  to  ^y^        ' 
meitt  or  abyde  with  the  other  commissioners,  ordeans  the  burgh  whairfra  that 
commissioner  is  directed  to  elect  ane  uther  for  suppliing  of  his    place."     The 

duty  of  Gs.  8d.  per  last  of  herring  is  ordained  "  to  be  payit  as  well  be  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  toune,  makers  of  hering,  as  of  other  bun'owes  and  strangers  '* 

1 4.  Anent  the  complaint  of  the  commissioner  of  Dysart  with  regard  to  his  Dysart, 
charges  during  his  abode  at  Dunbar,  the  commissioners  directed  an  account  of  burih^  mis^ve 
the  impost  to  be  laid  before  nixt  convention,  and  that  the  charges  of  the  com- 
missioners who  attended  at  Dunbar  should  be  paid  from  the  superplus. 

15.   Anent  the  tuentie  fourt  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the  Selkirk,  ciec- 
commissioners  suspended  the  uplifting  of  the  unlaw  of  £100  imposed  on  tratel' nS^ve. 
the  burgh  of  Selkirk  till  next  generall  convention],  and  ordeans  the  said 
burgh  to  proceid  in  the  electione  of  thair  magistrats  at  Michelmes  nixt 
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Perth.       to  cum,  and  in  all  tyme  cumming,  conforme    to  the  acts  of  parliament 
"^  and  burroues,  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  punds  to  be  payit  to  the 

Selkirk,  etc.     buiTOues,  and  to  producc  the  forme  of  thair  said   electione  at  the  feast  of 
Michelmes  nixt  to  cum  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  bunrowes, 
under  the  pain  of  tuentie  punds. 
Commiarione,  16.   Anent  the  mater  of  the  customes  takin  be  burgh  fra  burgh  at 

burSTfra  thair  tounland  ports,  mentionat  in  the  tuentie  fyve  act  of  the  last  gene- 
burgh,mia8ive.  rail  eonventione,  [the  commissioners]  producit  thair  tabells  of  thair  cus- 
tomes vpliftit  be  thame  at  thair  tounland  ports,  and  sik  burrowes  as 
vpliftit  na  such  custome  thair  commissioners  producit  autentik  testifica- 
tions of  the  samyne.  The  present  commissioners  of  burrowes,  now  as 
befor,  continowes  the  said  mater  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowes,  and  incaice  betuix  and  the  said  generall  conventione  thair  in- 
tervein  anie  particular  conventione  gives  power  to  the  commissioners 
thair  convinand  to  visitte  all  the  saids  tabells  produced,  and  after  inspec- 
tione  and  con sid oration e  thairof  to  advyse  and  deliberat  vpon  ane  satled 
uniforme  order  how  the  saids  pittie  customes  sail  be  vpliftit  in  all  tyme 
cumming,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  thairanent  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione. 

Speir,  oomptB,  1*^*  Anent  the  29th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  ordaining  William 

missive,  agent.  Speir  to  produce  his  account  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  therein  men- 
tioned, from  July  1615  to  July  1616,  the  commissioners  "  understanding 
the  death  of  the  said  umquhill  William  to  have  intervinit,"  continued  the 
matter  till  next  general  convention,  and  ordained  the  heirs,  relict,  or  executors 
to  produce  the  accounts  ''  since  the  first  beginning  thairof  to  the  moneth  of  Julie 
1617." 
Speir,  compts,  18.  Anent  the  30th  act  of  last  general  convention,  ordaining  James  Speir 

to  present  his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  therein  mentioned, 
the  commissionera,  "  understanding  the  said  James  to  be  out  of  the  contrey, 
thairfor  they  continow  the  mater  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 


3  July  1616. 

Suspeusione,  19.  The  commissioners  suspended  the  uplifting  from  Wigtown  of  the  unlaw 

igwu  .  of  £100  referred  to  in  the  5th  act  of  this   convention  till  next  general  con- 

vention. 


misiiye. 
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20.  Anent  the  37th  act  of  the  last  general  convention  Mr  Robert  Winrahame       Perth. 

"  gran  tit  him  to  be  fuUie  satisfeit  of  thair  pairt  of  the  said  pensione,  Lochmavin   8  July  1616. 
excepted,  and  dischargit  the  saids  burroues  thairof*  Lainrik,  etc. 

21.  Anent  the  complaint  of  Andro  Forrett  against  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  Forrett,  Kirk- 
for  non-payment  of  the  impost  appointed  to  him  bj  the  38th  act  of  last  general  caldi©- 
convention  and  suspension  of  the  charge  raised  by  them,  the  commissioner  of 
Kirkcaldie  and  James  Law,  bailie,  in  name  of  that  burgh,  appeared  and  ''  past 

fra  the  said  suspensione  and  dischargit  the  samyne ''  and  all  other  suspensions  till 
the  said  act  be  completely  satisfied. 


4  July  1616. 

22.  Anent  the  tuentie  sext  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the  Perth  uniayit, 
commissioner  of  Perth]  produeit  the  forme  of  thair  electione  at  Michelmes  ©i^^^"** 
last,  quhilk  beand  sein  and  considerit  be  the  commissioners  of  borroues  deacons, 

...  .  .  ,     missivo. 

presentlie  convinit,  they  find  the  said  burgh  to  have  transgressit  the  said 
act  in  not  chesing  of  thair  deacons  of  craft  within  ten  dayes  preciding  the 
said  feast  of  Michelmes  last  and  vpou  ane  day,  and  thairfor  decerns  thame 
in  ane  unlay  of  ane  hundreth  punds  continit  in  the  said  act,  and  ordeans 
thair  agent  to  uplift  the  samyne  ;  and  ordeans  the  said  burgh  to  conforme 
themselfes  in  the  electione  of  thair  magistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of 
crafts  in  all  tym  cumming,  and  in  speciall  at  Michelmes  nixt  to  cum,  con- 
forme  to  the  saids  acts  of  parliament  and  burroues  maid  anent  electione  of 
magistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of  crafts,  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth 
punds. 

23.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  having  sein  and  considerit  Electione  of 
the  forme  of  the  electione  of  magistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of  crafts  nlSsive^t 
within  the  saids  burroues,  and  finding  the  tuentie  sext  act  of  the  last  -^Jidroes,  Gias- 

.^  .     gow,  missive. 

generall  conventione  of  burroues  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  St  Androes  maid 
thairanent  hes  not  bein  well  observit  at  the  feast  of  Michelmes  last,  thair- 
for they  of  new  ratifies  and  approves  the  said  act  in  all  the  heids,  clauses, 
and  articles  thairof,  and  ordeans  the  samyne  to  be  putt  to  farder  execu- 
tione,  under  the  pains  continit  in  the  said  act,  and  the  commissioners  now 
present  to  intimat  of  new  the  samyne  to  thair  burroues  at  thair  hom 
cumming  and  cans  the  samyne  be  inviolabellie  observit ;  and  ordeans  ilk 
burgh,  and  in  speciall  the  burghs  of  St  Androes  and  Glasgowe  to  produce 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burroues  the  forme  of  the  electione  of 
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Pkhtii.       thair  tnagistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of  crafts   at  Michelmes  nixt   to 
4  July  1010.    ^y^^^^  j^i^^j  ^Q  proceid  tharintill  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and 

burroiieH. 

Pe»»H«  mm-  24.  The  saids  commissioner  of  burroues  ordeans  the  burgh  of  Peblis 

iHisiite?"^*"      ^^  ^^^^  ^^^'^   i\mT  commissioner  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  ane 

porfyto  rental!  of  thair  commoun  good  and  commoun  lands,  to  be  sein 

and  considerit  be  the  commissioners  of  burroues  than  convinand  if  the 

Hamyno  bo  putto  to  the  uttermost  availl  conforme  to  the  acts  of  burroues, 

tindtir   the   pain  of   ane   hundreth   punds,    and    ordeans   thair    commis- 

Hioner  present  to  intimat  this  present  act  to  his  said  burgh  at  his  home 

cunmiing. 

Oiitnmlnnlcmo,  25.   Compirit   David   Aikinheid,    ane   of  the  commissioners  for  the 

J(o!w?"o/'Kllrk-  btirgh  of  Kdinburgh,  and  producit  ane  letter  direct  to  him  from  the  toun 

ufthllo,  M\\\'    of  (Jamphoir,  schewing  that  certane  merchands  of  the  natioun  had,  con- 

Dvwirt,  trair  to  the  contract  past  betuix  the  burroues  and  thame,  transported 

tti  M  vo,  e(»rtano  stapell  wairs  to  Holand,  and  in  speciall  John  Wre  in  Edinburgh, 

Archibald  Synisono  in  Dysart,  Alexander  Law  skipper  in  Kirkcaldie,  and 

JoluKi  Syinpsono  skipper  in  Dysart,  for  redres  quhairof  the  saids  commis- 

wionorH  of  burroues  ordeans  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Kirkcaldie,  and 

Dynart  to   prom^it  the  saids  persons  befor  the  commissioners  to  be  con- 

vinit  at  Kdinburgh   the  tuelf  day  of  Julie  instant,  [and  if  there  be  no 

tn«M»ting  at  that  tiitie,  the  provost,  bailies,  and  council  of  Edinburgh  were 

authorised   to   try  the  said  persons  and   punish  them  if  found   guilty]. 

And  ordeans  the  conutiissionors  present  to  intimat  to  thair  burroues  at 

thair   ham   oummittg  the  nets    and  statuts  maid  anent   transporters   of 

stuipell  wairs  to  uther  pairts  than  the  stapell  port  .    .   . 

MiniitUrAi  2G.    David   Aikinheid,  ane  of  the   commissioners   for  the   burgh   of 

('ttmphdir.        Edinburgh,  [i)ro(luced  discharges  by  the  minister  and  reader  of  the  kirk 

at  (Hampheir  for  their  stipends  which  were  ordained]  to  be  insert  in  thair 

burrowe  buikis  ad  futuram  rei  mcuwrinm;  as  lykwayes,  producit  ane 

utlier  letter  direct  to  the  present  commissioners  of  burroues  from   the 

MvTH  and  deiUH)na  of  the  kirk  of  the  natioun  at  Campheir,  desyring  the 

absence  of  thair  minister  fn>m  this  present  conventione  to  be  excused, 

<iuhilk  beand  rvd  bo  the  commissioners  of  burroues  they  find  thair  desyre 

most  ressonabell,  and  according  to  thair  petitione  thairin  contenit  ordeans 

luM  stipend  to  be  payit  to  him  as  in  tymes  past,  extending  yeirlie  to  the 


k. 
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soum  of  aucht  huodreth  gudlines  Fleames  money,  according  to  the  con-      Pbbth. 
tract  past  betuix  the  burroues  and  him  thairanent ;  and  vpon  sure  infer-  ^ 

matione  of  his  gritt  and  long  seiknes  this  yeir  by  past,  whairby  his  ^^J|^i^* 
moyane  is  exhaustit,  they  gratifie  him  with  the  soum  of  tuentie  fyve 
punds  Fleams  .  .  .  and  ordeans  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cause  ane 
letter  be  direct  in  name  of  the  burroues  to  the  said  minister  declairing 
thair  prociding  anent  the  premLssis  and  desyring  him  continow  in  his 
service  thair  as  in  tymes  past. 

27.  Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in  be  Thomas  Cunninghame,  factor  Cunninghame, 
in  Campheir,  desyring  James  Cunninghame,  his  sone,  to  be  admittit  and 
reseavit  ane  factor  for  the  natioun  at  the  said  toun,  the  commissioners  of 
burroues,  in  rememberance  of  the  pains  and  travells  taking  be  him  in 
collecting  and  gathering  of  the  ministers  stipend  at  the  said  toun,  and 
uther  good  dewties  done  be  the  said  Thomas  to  the  natioun,  and  vpon 
the  speciall  informatione  of  my  lord  conservator  of  the  qualificatione, 
sufficiencie,  and  habilitie  of  the  said  James  for  discharge  of  his  dewtie  in 
the  said  oflSce  of  factorie,  grants  and  gives  thair  consent,  ratificatione,  and 
approbatione  to  the  said  James  Cunninghame  his  admissione  to  the  said 
place  of  factorie,  and  this  to  injure  sua  long  as  the  said  James  sail 
beheave  him  selfe  dewtifuUie  and  faithfullie  in  his  said  oflSce. 

28.  Ordeans  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  letters  to  be  directit  in  Letters  to 
the  burroues  names  to  the  magistrate  of  Campheir,  to  remember  the  said  ^^^urgh. 
magistrate  to  have  ane  cair  of  the  reparatione  of  the  consergerie  house 

and  yaird  thairof,  bigging  of  the  dyks  of  the  samyne,  and  in  fumising  of 
the  said  house  with  beir  and  wyne  and  uther  necessers,  excyse  frie,  and 
that  the  master  be  readilie  ansuerit  thairof  vpon  his  awin  expenses,  as 
also  to  wrytt  to  tham  anent  ane  counsell  house  for  the  natioun. 

29.  The  commissioners  of  burroues,  understanding  the  gritt  inormities  statute,  con- 
done be  sundrie  of  the  natioun  cummand  to  the  toun  of  Campheir,  in^^^J^J^' 
resorting  and  repairing  to  uther  places  for  thair  ordinares  than  the  con- 
sergerie house,  as  also  the  topping  of  wyne  and  beir  to  the  natioun  be 

sundrie  factors  and  uthers  having  the  liberties  of  the  natioun,  grittumlie 
tending  to  the  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  master  of  the  consergerie  bouse 
and  utter  mine  of  the  said  house,  for  remeid  whairof  the  said  commis- 
sioners of  burrowes  lies  statute  and  ordeanit,  lyk  as  they  be  thir  presents 
statuts  and  ordeans  and  strictlie  inhbits  the  factors  and  uthers  having 
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Pkrth.       the  priviledge  of  the  Datioun  to  invite  any  merehand  of  the  natioun  to 
__. "  ^      .1  supper,  or  vpon  ane  Sonday  at  noone  or  even,  under  the  pain  of  tuentie 
iL^tferie'hou^    shillings  Fleams  to  be  payit  be  the  transgressor  to  the  master  of  the  said 
oonHervator.     consergerie  house,  toties  quoties ;  and  that  nane  of  the  natioun  or  factor 
tope  anye  beir  or  wyne  or  sell  meitt  and  drink  to  anye  merchands,  mari- 
ners, or  uthers  of  the  natioun,  under  the  pain  of  fyve  punds  Fleams  to  be 
payit  be  the  transgressor  to  the  master  of  the  consergerie  house,  toties 
quoties  ;   and  ordeans  the  merchands  that  keips  not  thair  ordinar  houre  of 
dyett,  and  cums  not  in  dew  tyme  to  the  ordinar,  sail  pay  his  ordinar  as  if 
he  had  bene  present ;  and   ordeans  my  lord  conservator  present  and  his 
deputs  to  sie  this  act  to  executione. 

Bawtio,  factor.  30.  In  compliance  with  the  supplication  of  Gilbert  Bawtie,  factor  in  Campheir, 
the  commisHioners  admitted  Kobert  Bawtie,  his  eldest  son,  &s  a  factor  for  the  nation 
at  that  town  during  "  his  good  behavior  and  dewtifull  discharge  in  the  said 
office.'* 

Forrott,  oxao-  31.   Anent  the  thirtie  aucht  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [the 

irland.BD^Mive!  Commissioners  ordained  Androe  Forret  to  present  his  accounts  of  the  im- 
post therein  granted  to  next  general  convention,  and  to  cause  the]  letters 
patents  purchesit  be  him  in  favors  of  the  saids  merchands  be  publisit  in 
the  contrey  of  Ireland  at  all  the  ports  necessar  thairof,  to  the  end  the 
samyne  may  becum  efFectuall  and  the  merchands  may  inioy  the  liberties 
and  immunities  continit  thairin. 

32.  [The  commissioners  ratified  the  44th  act  of  the  general  conven- 
tion held  in  July  1610  and  11th  act  of  the  general  convention  held  in 
Julj^  ICll,  anent  the  purchasers  of  advocations  and  suspensions,]  with 
this  additione  that  in  caice  it  sail  happin  anye  suspensions  to  be  purchesit 
be  anye  burgh  or  inhabitant  thairof  agains  anye  generall  act,  lawe,  or 
statute  of  burroues,  maid  or  to  be  maid  be  the  commissioners  of  burroues 
at  thair  conventions,  and  thair  successors,  for  the  generall  weill  and  com- 
moilitie  of  the  haill  burroues  and  inhabitants  thairof,  after  the  calling  and 
discussing  of  the  samyne,  to  be  decydit  be  the  iudge  ordinar  agains  the 
said  suspenders,  and  the  letters  and  chairges  raisit  vpon  the  saids  acts  and 
statuts  fund  laufullie  procidit,  notwithstanding  of  the  ressons  of  the  said 
suspensions,  that  thane  and  in  that  caice  the  purchessers  of  the  said  sus- 
pensioue  sail  be  haldin  to  content  and  pay  to  the  remanent  burroues  and 


Statuto,  mis- 
ii|>oniiiona,  ad 
vocAtionn, 
misiuvo. 
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thair  agent  in  thair  name  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  punds  ;  and  ordeans      Perth. 
ilk  commissioner  to  mak  intimatione  of  this  present  act  to  thair  burroues       ^^ 
at  thair  home  camming  and  cause  the  samyne  be  laufullie  publisit  that  p^^^'g®^^ 
nane  pretend  ignorance,  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  in  publi- 
catione  and  intimatione  of  the  samyne  to  the  nixt  general!  conveutione 
under  the  pain  of  tuentie  punds. 

33.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  having  sein  and  cousiderit  ?^?^°\^^"* 

-  .  .  .in  Londone. 

the  sevent  act  of  the  particular  conventione  of  burroues  haldin  at   the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tuen.tie  four  of  October  1612,  whairin   Maister 
Robert  Mure,  servitor  to  his  Maiestie,  wes  electit  and  chosen  to  be  agent 
at  Londone  for  the  burrowes  for  the  efFairs  of  the  merchands,  mariners, 
and  uthers  of  the  natioun,  trafficquers  resortand  to  the  said  port  of  Lon- 
done, and  that  on  lie  for  the  yeir  to  cum,  as  the  said  act  maid  thairanent 
at  mair  lenth  beirs ;  and  now  finding  the  said  place  to  be  vacand,  and 
that  the  said  Maister  Robert  hes  never  exercit  the  said  oflSce,  and  also 
understanding  the  necessitie  of  ane  agent  thair,  and  the  gritt  damages  and 
hurts  sustenit  be  the  merchands,  skippers,  mariners,  and  uthers  resortand 
and  traflBckand  to  the  said  port  of  Londone  and  divers  uthers  ports  of 
England,  be  the  sercheors,  promotors,   customers,  and  uthers  thair,  and 
pairtlie  be  thair  awin  ignorance,  and  that  the  samyne  can  be  nawayes  so 
well  prevented  as  be  the  electing  and  chusing  of  ane  honest  and  suflScient 
man  to  remain  at  Londone  vpon  the  attendance  of  the  eflfairs  forsai  J,  and 
understanding  perfytlie   of  the  qualificatione   of  Maister  Johne   Broun, 
servitor  to  the  Duik  of  Lennox,  and  desyrous  to  avoyd  the  saids  damages 
and  hurts,  hes  electit,  creat  and  constitute,  lyk  as  they  be  thir  presents 
elects,  creatts,  and  coustituts  the  said  Maister  Johne  Broun  thair  undoubted 
agent,  procurator,  and  commissioner  for  the  effairs  forsaid  of  the  saids 
merchands,  skippers,  mariners,  and  uther  trafficquers  to  the  said  port  of 
London  and  divers  uther  ports  of  England,  and  that  during  the  burroues 
will   alanerlie,   and    with   provisione   and  speciall  conditione  [etc.   as   in 
appointment  of  Robert  Mure,  vide  vol.  ii.,  p.  380].     And  the  said  Maister 
Johne  comperand  accepted  the  said  office  vpon  him  according  to  the  con- 
ditions above  writtin  and  geve  his  aith  de  Jideli  administratione ;  and 
lykwayes  promittit  to  cause  publicatione  be  made  at  all  the  sie  ports,  and 
uther  pairts  necessar  of  England,  the  patent  impetrat  be  Androe  Forrett, 
citicen  of  St   Androes,   in  favors  of  merchands,  mariners,  and  skippers 
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Pkuth. 
4  July  IGIG. 
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rsOro*<»,  Kirk- 


trafiicquaiid  within  the  kingdome  of  England,  anent  the  fies  customes  and 
dowties  to  be  payit  be  thame  in  tyme  cumming  in  sik  maner  as  the 
Englische  natioun  payes  the  samyne,  and  that  frielie  but  anie  gratitud  to 
be  done  be  the  said  Maister  Johne  except  such  as  sail  be  modefeit  be  the 
eonmiissioners  of  the  burgh  of  St  Androes  to  be  payit  to  him  be  the  said 
Andro  Forrett. 

S-t".  The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues,  being  perfytlie  informit  of 
the  transporting  of  egs  to  England  and  uther  forane  pairts,  and  speciallie 
be  sum  in  the  cost  syde,  and  finding  it  ane  mater  tending  grittumlie  to 
the  discredeit  of  the  contrey  and  universal!  hurt  of  the  haill  liedges,  thair- 
for  they  have  statute  and  ordeanit,  lyk  as  they  be  tliir  presents  statuts 
and  ordeans,  that  na  inhabitant  of  anye  burgh  sail  transport  or  caus  be 
transported  anye  eggs  furth  of  this  realme  to  anye  forane  pairt,  under  the 
paine  of  fourtie  punds  to  be  payit  be  ilk  contravinar  of  this  present  act, 
ioiles  quoties,  to  the  burro wes ;  and  that  the  magistrats  of  ilk  burgh  have 
ane  speciall  regaird  to  sie  this  act  observit  within  the  bounds  of  thair 
liberties,  under  the  pain  of  tuentie  punds  ilk  burgh,  and  report  thair  dili- 
giMioo  in  oliservationo  of  the  samyne  ilk  generall  conventione,  under  the 
pain  of  tuentie  punds  ilk  burgh. 

35.  The  conunisj^ioners  ordained  each  burgh  to  ^nd  their  commissioners  to 
next  ginieral  convention  instructetl  to  give  answer  to  the  supplications  of  Iner- 
kithing  omving  £200,  and  of  Anstruther  Eister  era  vim;  £400,  fur  help  to  the 
rt'i^u'Htiou  of  thoir  dtH^yeil  Imrboura.  and  also  ordained  the  burghs  to  send  Uieir 
shan\s  of  the  sum  claimed  by  Innerkithing.  They  &rther  directed  each  bui^h  to 
jH>nd  their  ot^mmissitmers  instructed  to  give  answer  to  the  supplications  mentioned 
in  the  i^{  act  of  last  general  convention,  excepting  to  that  of  Inerkithing.] 

36.  The  ctMumissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Culroese  and  Kirkcaldie  **  &r 
not  subscryving  the  buik^"  but  this  act  was  aflerwanis  ^'delett  in  respect  of 
olKHlience.** 


5  July  1616. 

MArkynh<ink««  87,   Auout  the  suppHcatioue  given  in  be  Joseph  Marioribanks  and 

WHnT^  *^***'*  01iarK>s  iie^ldes,  meivhands,  for  thame  selfes  and  in  name  of  George 
Toilrig,  yongt^r,  and  James  Arnote,  mercbands.  bui^essis  of  Edinbui^h, 
dtvlairing  that  they,  having  to  tlwur  gritt  charges  and  expenses  interprysit 
and  U^^niu  the  treii  of  making  of  reid  hering  within  this  kingdome,  [that 
having  obtaineii  fnnn  the  King  the  privilege  of  *'  making  of  reid  hering 
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within  all  the  seyes,   loches,  waters,  sey  touos,   ports,  schors  and   land       Perth. 
thairof  betuix  Tuedmouth  and  Pientland  Firth,  for  the  space  of  tuentie       ^^ 


ane  yeirs,"  that  Archibald  Campbell  brother  to  the  laird  of  Lawers  having  SeddM,  reid 
purchased  a  similar  gift  they  applied  to  the  privy  council  "  for  staying  of  leering- 
the  said  Archibalds  grant,"  and  that  the  privy  council  had  delayed  their 
decision  and  asked  the  opinion  of  the  general  convention  *'vpon  the  maist 
expedient  and  best  meynes  how  the  said  work  may  be  prosequntt." 
The  commissioners  having  considered  the  supplication  and  ordinance  of 
the  privy  council,]  and  having  weyit  and  pondered  the  inconveniences  that 
may  insew  to  thair  estaitt,  they  find  the  gifts  gran  tit  to  the  persones  above 
writtin  to  be  of  the  nature  of  ane  monopoUie,  and  verie  hurtfull  and  preui- 
diciall  to  the  liberties  and  priviledges  grantit  to  thame  be  his  Maiestie 
and  his  Hienes  most  nobell  predicessors,  and  to  be  ane  most  dangerus 
preparative  gif  it  tak  effect  or  be  authorised  be  ane  decreitt  of  the  lords 
of  counsell,  and  therfor  hes  desyrit  the  presenters  of  the  said  supplicatione, 
as  members  of  that  bodie  and  suome  to  the  weill  of  thair  estaitt,  to  pas 
fra  the  said  gift  and  all  that  hes  folio  wit  thairvpon,  whairunto  they  being 
present  most  willinglie  agreitt,  and  be  the  tenor  heirof  renunces  the  said 
gift,  haill  tenor  and  effects  thairof,  in  favors  of  the  said  burroues,  to  the 
effect  that  the  inhabitants  of  tho  saids  burghs  may  broik  and  ioy  the 
benefeitt  thairof,  and  all  uther  previledges  contenit  in  thair  particular 
infeftments  within  all  the  bounds  and  liberties  of  the  saids  burroues  in 
tyme  cuming ;  whairfor  the  saids  commissioners  promitts  to  assist  the 
supplicantis  in  getting  the  uther  gift  (purchest  be  the  said  Archibald 
Campbell)  anuUit  be  decreitt  of  the  lords  of  counsell.  And  farder,  vpon 
consideratione  that  the  saids  persons  hes  debursit  the  soum  of  tua  thousand 
merks^  Scots  money,  for  inbringing  of  strangers  within  this  realme  to  be 
imployit  in  the  making  of  the  said  reid  hering  and  for  uther  caussis  tend- 
ing to  the  advancement  of  the  said  tred,  thairfor  the  said  commissioners 
[give  full  power  to  the  persons  who  obtained  the  gift  to  uplift  of  those 
inhabitants  of  the  burghs,  makers  of  red  herring,  ten  shillings  Scotts  for 
each  barrel,  containing  one  thousand,  made  by  them]. 

38.   Compirit  the  deacons  of  crafts  of  the  burcrh  of  Perth,  and   in  Ratificatione, 

llOZkCOIICS  of 

presence  of  the  commissioners  of  burroues  presentlie  convinit  they  gave  Porth,  unlay 
thair  consent  and  approbatione  to  the  tuentie  sext  act  maid   at  the  last  ^®™*"^^- 
generall  conventione  of  burroues  haldiu  at  tho  burgh  of  St  Androes,  anent 
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5  JuW^i6i6.    ^^'  electione  of  deacons,  and  band  and  oblisit  thame  and  thair  successors 
r— - — : to  conforme  themselfes  to  the  said  act  in  electione  of  thair  deacons  in  all 

Ratincatione, 

deacones  of  tyme  cumming,  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  punds  to  be  payit  be  the 
erth,  e  .  transgressor  to  the  burroues  ;  in  consideratione  whairof  the  saids  commis- 
sioners [remit  to  Perth  the  unlay  contained  in  the  2 2d  act  of  this  conven- 
tion]. 

Statute,  lenth  39.   The   saids  commissioners  of  burroues,  understanding  the  hurts 

sustenit  be  the  tredders  with  yaime  thruch  the  insuflSciencie  of  the  reill, 
for  remeid  whairof  they  have  statute  and  ordeanit,  lyk  as  they  be  thir 
presents  statu ts  and  ordeans,  that  the  lenth  of  the  reill  betuix  heid  and 
heid  sail  be  halfe  elve  half  quarter  long,  making  the  haill  hesp  to  be  fyve 
quarter  long  of  doubell  yaime,  and  whosoever  sail  doe  in  the  contrair  thair 
yaime  sail  be  confiscat ;  and  ordeans  ilk  burgh  to  [proclaim  this  act  on  a 
market  day  and  report  their  diligence  to  the  convention]. 

Cunningfaaine,  40.  Thomas  Cunninghame,  factor  in  Campheir,  "  collector  appointit  for  in- 

miMnve.  gathering  of  the  impost  apointit  for  payment  of  the  ministers  stipend,"  appeared 

and  produced  his  accounts  from  3d  March  1615  to  30  April  1616,  the  charge  of 
which  extended  to  £214,  10s  6d  Fleames,  and  the  discharge  to  £166,  63  8d 
Fleames,  leaving  in  the  collector's  hands  a  balance  of  £52,  7s  2d.  Cunninghame 
was  ordained  to  continue  the  collection  and  send  in  his  accounts  to  next  conven- 
tion. 

Edinburgh,  41.   The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  the  burghs  of  Edin- 

AndrxS^'  ^^     burgh,  Abirdein,  St  Androes,  and  Dysart  to  tak  tryall  anent  the  paese 
Dysart,  breid,  ^nd  suflBciencie  of  the  breid,  and  to  send  with  thair  commissioners  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventione  sik  overtures  as  they  sail  think  meitt  for  reform- 
ing of  the  samyne. 
Dumfermiing,  42.   Anent  the  fiftie  sevent  act  of  the  last  generall   conventioune, 

burri^diii-"^  .   .  .   compirit  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfermling  and  pro- 
g«nce.  ducit  ane  act  of  thair  court  whairin  the  saids  persones  had,  for  obedience 

of  the  charges  given  to  thame,  fund  cautione  to  desist,  quhilk  the  present 
commissioners  accepts  for  diligence. 
Aiteratione,  43.   Ordcaus    ilk    burgh    to    send    thair    commissioners    sufficientlie 

missive/         instructed  to  give  thair  advyse  and  opinione  if  that  it  saU  be  expedient 

for  to  altar  the  taxt  roll  or  not. 
ExemptioM.  44..   The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  grants  and  gives  licence  to 

the  burghs  underwritten  to  abyd  and  remain  fra  all  generall  conventions 
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for  the  space  and  maner  following,  videlicet,  to  the  burghs  of  Abirbrothok       Perth. 
and   Forfare  fra  all  generall  conventiones  on  the  south  syde  of  Forth  for       ^^^ 
thrie  yeirs ;  Lainrik,  Jedburgh,  Kilrenie,  Rutherglen  and  Ramfrou,   for  j^^^^^e^*. 
thrie  yeirs ;  provyding  allwayes  [etc.,  as  in  other  exemptions]. 

45.  Anent  the  complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  contrair  the  Dumfreis  con- 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  for  exacting  of  certane  customes  from  thair  nicht-  ^  ^^  ' 
hours,  wranguslie,  at  thair  ports,  ordeans  the  brugh  of  Edinburgh  to  send 

thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  to  ansuer  thairto  the  nixt  gene- 
ral conventione. 

46.  Ordeans  thair  agent  to  content  and  pay  to  the  clerk  of  Perth  the  Clerk  of  Perth, 
soum  of  tuentie  punds  for  directing  the  missive. 

47.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Lochmavin  in  £20,  for  being  LochmaTin  un- 
absent  from  this  convention,  and  in  other  £20  for  non-payment  of  **  tbair  pairt  ^^t*^^^^^ 
of  the  agent  at  court  his  pensione." 

48.  Anent  the  36th  act  of  last  general  convention,  requiring  the  sea-port  Edinburgh, 
burghs  to  produce  their  accounts  of  the  impost  for  defraying  expenses  in  "  the  Londone 
mater  of  the  custome  and  book  of  raitts,"  the  commissioners  finding  the  burghs  miasive. 
of  Perth,  Northberwick,  and  Hadingtoun  not  to  have  satisfied  their  part  of  that 

act,  unlawed  each  of  them  in  £40.  Each  burgh  was  ordained  to  send  to 
next  general  convention  an  account  of  the  impost  from  1  July  1616  to  1  July 
1617,  and  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  was  instructed  to  produce  an  account  of  their 
intromissions  from  the  beginning  of  the  impost  till  this  convention. 

49.  Anent  the  mater  of  the  restraint  of  wooll  and  making  thairof  Commissione, 
in  brod  cloth,  the  saids  commissione,  after  mature  deliberatione   takin  iomey  maia- 
anent  the  premissis,  they  apoints  and  ordeans  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  bSeiT^Eon' 
Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Linlithgoe,   St  Androes,  Glasgow,  Air,  don®,  reid 
Hadingtoun,  Muntrose,  Dysert,  Craill,  Jedburgh,  Dumbar,  Dumfermling, 
Peblis,  Dumfreis,  Kirkcudbricht,  Dumbartane,   to  meitt  and  convein  at 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tent  day  of  this  instant,  and  thair  in  thair 
names  to  treitt,  ressone,   vote,  and   conclude   anent   the   said  mater  of 
restraint  of  wooll  and    making  the  samyne  in  brod  cloth,  and  to  give 
ansuer  to  the  lords  of  his  Hienes  secreitt  counsell  thairanent  .   .   .  . ;  and 
also  to  treitt,  ressone,  and   conclud  with  Sir  William  Seytoun  anent  the 
iorney  masters  and  iorney  horses,  and  concerning  the  overturs  proponit 
or  to  be  proponit  be  him  in  the  said  mater  ;  as  also  to  sett  doun  ane 
satled  ordour  anent  the  mesurs  and  sufficiencie  of  the  barrells  of  hering 
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Perth.       and  salmond,  and  if  neid  beis  to  propone  to  the  saids  lords  of  his  Hieues 

"^  secreitt  counsell  anent  the  alteratione  of  the  iadge  ;  and  lykwayes  to  con- 

woSTei^^'*^'  ^^^^  ^^^  deliberat  vpon  the  articles  producit  be  David  Aikinheid,  com- 
missioner for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  direct  to  the  said  burgh  from 
the  lords  of  his  Hienes  secreitt  counsell  concerning  certain  hurts  sustenit 
be  the  natioun  at  the  port  of  Londone  and  remeids  thairof  set  doun  in 
the  saids  articles;  as  also  to  treit  and  conclude  anent  ane  ordour  to  be 
sett  doun  for  the  sufficient  making  of  reid  hering. 
Fmdar«,agont.         50.   Ordeans  thair  agent  to  pay  to  Thomas  Finder,  post,  his  pensione 

of  tuentie  punds. 
Nixtconven-  51.  The  Commissioners  appointed  their  next  general  convention  to  be 

held  at  Dumbartane,  beginning  on  1st  July  1617. 

Diflchairge  The  discharges  by  "Mr  Alexander  Makduff,  minister  of  the  Evangell  of 

to^^itCaS^"*  ^^^^  Chryst,  at  Campheir  in  Zeland,  to  the  Scottis  natioun,"  and  by  "  Thomas 
pheir.  Ewing,  sone  to  Alexander  Ewing,  factor  in  Campheir/'  referred  to  in  the  26th 

2j^J^"fi^        act  of  the  foregoing  convention,  are  inserted  here. 


Particular  Convention,  lt£ld  at  Edinburgh. 

10  July  1616. 

Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  David  Aikinheid,   George  Foulls  ;   Perth,  Henrie  Elder  ; 

**  ^  Bundle,  Maister  Alexander  Wadderbume  ;  Aberdein,  Thomas  Minzeis  ; 

Stirling,  Duncane  Patersone ;  Linlitligoe,  Androe  Bell  ;  Sanctandroes, 
Robert  Tally eour  ;  Glasgoue,  Johne  Lawsone  ;  Air,  James  Blair  ;  Had- 
ingtoun,  Herie  Cokbume  ;  Montrose,  Hercules  Telyeor  ;  Dysart,  David 
Sympsone,  yonger  ;  Craill,  Johne  Mackiesone  ;  Jedburgh,  Maister  Johne 
Rutherfurde  ;  Dumbar,  William  Lawder  ;  Dumfermling,  Maister  Thomas 
Wardlawe  ;  Peblis,  Archibald  Frank  ;  Dumfreis,  Johne  Corsane  ;  Kirkcud- 
bricht,  William  Makclellane ;  Wigtoun,  Johne  Turner ;  Dumbartane, 
Johne  Fallisdaill. 

Moderator.  J.  David    Aikinheid,    one    of    the    commissionei's    for    Edinburgh,    elected 

moderator. 
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11  July  1616. 

2.  For  obedience  of  the  25  th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  com  mis-   ;^??^i2^ 

sioners  of  Edinburgh,   Dysart,   and   Kirkcaldie  produced   the  persons   therein  ; 1 

named  to  be  tried  for  transporting  goods  to  other  parts  of  Holland  than  the  ^JJ^l^Vr 
staple  port.     Alexander  Law  was  unlawed  in  the  sum  of  £20,  and  John  Wre  Edinburgh, 
in  £100  on  certain  conditions,  Archibald  and  Johne  Sympsones  having  declared  Sjdk^c^rffo 
"  that  they  wer  purposed  onlie  for  the  Isle  of  Zeland,  and  was  driven  thairby  agentl 
thruch  tempest  and  storme  of  wether,  and  so  wer  forcitt  to  mak  mercatt  of  the 
littill  quantitie  of  the  stapell  goods  that  was  in  ther  schip  at  the  ports  wher  they 
arryved,"  found  caution  for  payment  <»f  the  double  of  the  duty  which  should 
have  been  payable  at  the  town  of  Campheir, 

3.  Finds  good  and  expedient  that  ilk  burgh  sendthair  commissioner  Reidheyring, 
sufficientlie  instructed  for  doun  setting  of  ane  good  ordour  anent  the  suflS-  ™*^^*** 
cient  making  of  reid  hering. 

4.  Anent  the  articles  given  in  be  David  Aikinheid,  commissioner  for  Broun,  agent, 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  the  last  generall  conventione,  and  delyvered  effayres^mis- 
to  the  said  burgh  be  the  lords  of  his  Maiesties  secreitt  counsell  anent  the  "^^®* 
divers  discommodities  arrysing   to  the  merchands   of  the  natioun  who 
traffickes  at  Londone,  with  the  remedies  for  preventing  of  the  saids  incon- 
veniences, and  referrit  be  the  said  generall  conventione  to  the  commis- 
sioners heir  convenit,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  having  sein  and 

red  the  saids  articles  they  find  good  and  expedient  that  the  articles 
anent  the  transporting  of  prohibited  goods  from  England  to  Scotland  and 
transporting  of  ordnance  vpon  Scots  bale,  and  anent  the  purchesing  of  ane 
warrand  commanding  no  actione  nor  informatione  to  be  putt  in  agaius 
anye  Scotsmens  schip  or  goods  be  herd  in  the  exchequer  or  elswher,  or 
anye  day  apointit  for  ansuer  befor  whatsumever  iudge  untill  such  tyme 
as  adverteisment  be  given  to  thair  agent  depute  for  the  eflFairs  of  the 
merchands  and  skippers  and  he  laufullie  wairned  thairto,  be  maist  hum- 
blie  desyrit  of  his  Maiestie,  and  finds  that  the  samyne  being  purchesit 
will  grittumlie  tend  to  the  weill  [of  the]  natioun,  and  thairfor  desyrs  Mr 
Johne  Broun  to  vse  his  diligence  in  obtening  of  the  said  articles,  and  to 
report  his  diligence  be  his  awin  presence  thairanent  the  nixt  conventione, 
and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  ;  as  also  to  give  ansuer  to 
whatsumever  complents  sail  be  given  in  agains  him  for  his  not  dischairge 
of  his  deutie  in  the  said  office. 

5.  Anent  the  mater  of  the  jorney  master  and  jomey   horses,    and  m^^©.  orssw, 
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Edinburgh,    the  articles  given  in  be  Sir  William  Seytoun,  the  present   commissioners 
^^  of  burroues    finds   expedient  that  ilk  burgh   send    thair    commissioners 

miMive.^*'"*"'  suflScientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  for  setting  doun 
of  ane  ordor  anent  the  said  mater,  and  thairfor  ordeans  to  be  ane  heid  of 
the  nixt  missive,  and  in  the  meanetyme  for  fumising  and  serving  of  his 
Maiestie  [quhen]  it  sail  pleis  God  that  he  repair  to  this  his  kingdome  and 
his  haill  lieges,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  promits  at  thair  home 
cumming  to  cause  thair  burroues  tak  ordore  thairanent,  and  to  adverteis 
the  said  Sir  William  be  writt  what  nummer  of  horses  everie  burgh  sail 
intertein  for  the  said  service,  everie  horse  with  fourtie  punds  money, 
well  fumisit  with  ryding  graith,  for  auchtein  pennies  ilk  mylle,  betuix  and 
the  last  of  August  nixt  to  cum. 


12  July  1616. 

Speir,  Cam-  6.  James  Speir  produced  his  accounts  for  the  impost  referred  to  in  the  30th 

pheir,  missive.  ^^  ^£  ^j^^  general  convention  of  1 6 1 5,  granted  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
commissioners  who  passed  to  Campheir,  from  25  June  1615  to  23  June  1616. 
The  sums  collected  extended  to  £299,  lOs.  6d.  Flemish  money,  leaving  due  to 
Speir  the  sum  of  £273,  lis.  4d.,  for  payment  of  whicli  he  was  ordained  to  continue 
in  uplifting  the  impost,  and  to  account  to  next  general  convention. 

* 

Wigtoun,  7.   Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in  be  the  commissioner  of  Wigtoun, 

in  name  of  his  burgh,  desyring  help  for  prosecuting  the  action e  betuix 

thame   and   Stranrawer,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  promitts  to 

acquaint  thair  burroues  thair  with  at  thair  hom   cumming,  and   incaice 

the  said  burgh  of  Wigtoun  sail   prosecute  the  said  actione  to  the   finall 

decision    thairof  and  obtein  the  samyne  discussit  in  favors  of  thair  said 

toun,  ordeans  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  that  ilk  burgh  send  thair 

commissioners    sufficientlie    instructed    to    contribute    to    the    expenses 

debursit  and  to  be  debursitt  be  thame  in  prosecuting  the  said  action. 

Statute,  bar-  8.   The  commissioners  of  burroues  having  tryed   that  the  barrels  of 

and  beiff^^"^  hering,  whyte  fisches,  and  beif,  ar  for  the  maist  pairt  insufficient,  and  that 

fische,  missive,  the  cause  thairof  is  the  heicht  and  gritnes  of  the  bilge  of  the  saids  barrells, 

hes  thairfor  statute  and  ordeanit  that  the  forme  of  the  said  barrells  sail  be 

altered  universallie  within  all  the  burroues  of  this  realme,  and  that  the 

bilge  of  the  said  barrells  sail  be  maid  les  and  the  heids  thairof  of  ane 
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gritter  wydnes  proportional  lie,  the  cheim  beand  schorter  nor  of  befor,  Edinburgh. 
keipand  allwayes  the  auld  mesur  of  the  said  barrells  without  diminutione,  ^^  ^  ' 
and  that   the   saids  barrells  be  maid  sufficient  ticht  and  well  seasoned  statute, 

D^jrrells   otc 

tymmer,  and  markett  vpon  the  bilge  at  the  bong  with  the  burning  yrne  ' 

and  marke  of  the  couper  maker  thairof,  in  all  tyme  cumming,  and  that 
sik  barrells  as  sail  be  tryed  insufficient  sail  be  confiscat  and  the  couper 
maker  thairof  sail  be  haldin  to  pay  ane  unlay  of  fyve  punds  for  ilk  insuffi- 
cient barrell  to  the  reparatione  of  the  common n  works  of  the  burgh 
whair  the  samyne  is  maid  ;  lyk  as  the  saids  commissioners  be  thir  pre- 
sents gives  power  to  the  magistrats  and  dein  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  to 
cause  mak  ane  barrell  of  the  forme  above  writtin  and  try  and  compair 
the  samyne  in  the  measure  and  quantitie  with  the  auld  barrell,  and  it 
being  fund  to  contein  a  lyk  quantitie  of  water  with  the  auld  to  cause  ane 
iadge  be  made  and  delyverit  to  ilk  burgh,  vpon  thair  awin  expenses, 
when  the  samyne  sail  be  requyred,  and  ordeans  ilk  burgh  to  cause  all 
the  saids  barrells  maid  within  the  bounds  of  thair  said  liberties  to  be 
made  conforme  to  the  said  iadge  in  all  tyme  cumming,  ilk  burgh  under 
the  pain  of  fourtie  punds ;  and  that  the  saids  burroues  report  thair  dili- 
gence heiranent  the  nixt  conventione,  and  the  forsaids  commissioners 
requeists  the  magistrats  of  Edinburgh  to  informe  the  lords  of  his  Maiestiea 
privie  counsell  heirof  and  desyre  thair  lordschips  to  interpone  thair  autho- 
ritie  thairto,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

4  March  1617. 

Edinburgh,  James  Nisbet,  Edward  Ker  ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray  ;  Dundie,  Edinbukgh 
William  Auchinlek  ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Minzies ;  Air,  James  Blair ;  ^^ 
Brichane,  Johne  Orie ;  Montrose,  William  Ramsay ;  Sanctandroes, 
Thomas  Robertsone  ;  Bruntiland,  Patrik  Greife ;  Elgyne,  James  Ruther- 
furde;  Couper,  David  Andersone;  Hadingtoun,  Herie  Cockbume;  Stirling, 
Johne  Williamsone  ;  Dumfreis,  Frances  Irrwine  ;  Glasgow,  James  Inglis ; 
Culrose,  Sir  George  Bruce ;  Irrwine,  Hew  Scott ;  Linlithgoe,  Andro 
Milve  ;  Dumbar,  Maister  Johne  Achiesone. 

E 
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Edinburoh.  1.   James  Nisbet,   one  of  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  elected 

4  March  1617.  i        x 

moderator. 

M  xleratoiir. 


Marioribsnks, 
Ooddes,  Dum- 
\H\r,  missive. 


A^nt,  Broun, 
missive. 


7  March  1617. 

2.  Anent  the  contraversies  presentlie  depending  betuix  the  toun  of 
Dumbar  and  the  remanent  burrowes,  and  in  speciall  for  the  impost  of  ten 
shillings  of  ilk  barrell  of  rid  hering  to  be  maid  at  the  said  toun  of  Dum- 
bar to  be  takin  be  Joseph  Marioribauks  and  his  pertiners  of  the  makers 
of  the  said  rid  hering,  and  anent  the  impost  of  sex  shillings  aucht  pennies 
to  be  taking  of  ilk  last  of  hering  conforme  to  the  particular  act  of  bur- 
rowes maid  thairanent,  and  anent  the  greives  sustenit  be  the  said  toun  of 
Dumbar  be  sending  of  commissioners  to  thair  said  toun  the  tyme  of  the 
fiRching,  and  anent  all  contraversies  depending  or  that  may  depend 
betuix  the  bunowes  and  the  said  toun  of  Dumbar,  Maister  Johne  Achie- 
8one  and  George  Purves,  commissioners  for  the  burgh  of  Dumbar,  and 
taking  burdein  vpon  thame  for  thair  said  toun,  ar  content  that  all  the 
saids  contraversies  sail  desist  and  seis  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burroufes  ;  and  the  present  commissioners  of  burrowes  be  thir  presents 
promises  that  the  letters  and  chairges  raisit  and  execute  be  the  said 
Joseph  Marioribauks  and  his  pertiners  for  payment  of  the  said  impost  of 
ten  shillings  of  ilk  barrell  hering,  and  anent  the  letters  raisit  for  pay- 
ment of  the  said  impost  of  sex  shillings  aucht  pennies,  sail  be  suspendit 
and  tak  na  executione  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowes,  at 
the  quhilk  tyme  the  present  commissioners  of  burrowes  promises  to  assist 
the  said  toun  of  Dumbar  and  thair  commissioner  for  obtining  ane  resson- 
abell  satisfactione  agriabell  to  reasone  and  justice  to  the  supplicatione 
and  greives  to  bo  given  in  be  thame  at  the  said  conventione,  and  ordeans 
thair  generall  clerk  to  eik  the  premissis  to  the  missive,  to  the  end  the 
haill  burroues  may  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  to 
decyde  in  the  saids  contraversies  and  for  giving  ansuer  to  the  said  toun  of 
Dumbar  thair  supplicatione. 

3.  The  present  commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  thair  agent  in 
thair  names  bo  his  missive  to  desyre  Maister  Johne  Broun,  agent  at 
Loudone,  to  compeir  befor  the  commissioners  of  burroues  in  thair  gene- 
rall conventione  of  burroues  to  be  begun  and  haldin  at  the  toun  of  Dum- 
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bartane,   the  first  day  of  Julie  nixt  to  cum,  to  ansuer  to  qubatsumever   Edinburgh. 

compleDts  sail  be  givin  in  agains  him  be  the  inhabitapts  of  the  frie  bur- 1 

roues,  with  certificatione  to  him,  and  he  compeir  not,  the  saids  commis-  A^^ont,  Broun, 
sioners  of  burroues  will  depose  him  of  his  said  oflSce  conform  e  to  the 
conditione  continit  in  his  act  of  admissione. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dumbarton. 

1  July  1617. 

Edinburgh,   Alexander   Clerk,   Edward   Ker ;    Perth,   Andro   Gray  ;  Dumbahton. 
Dundie,  Maister  William  Fergusone  ;  Abirdein,  George  Nicolsone  ;  Stir-  ^ 

ling,  Johne  Johnestoun  ;  Linlithgoe,  Robert  Ker ;  Sanctandroes,  {blank) ; 
Glasgow,  Mathow  Trumbell ;  Air,  James  Blair  ;  Dysart,  David  Simp- 
sone,  elder ;  Hadingtoun,  Patrik  Broun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Alexander  Law  ; 
Montrose,  {blank) ;  Couper,  David  Andersone ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert 
Alexander ;  Dumfreis,  {blank)  ;  Inernes,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione 
producit  be  agent ;  Bruntiland,  {blank)  ;  Inerkithing,  William  Blaikburne  ; 
Kinghome,  Maister  Robert  Cunninghame  ;  Brichane,  {blank)  ;  Irrwine, 
Robert  Broun  ;  Elgyne,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be 
Dundie  ;  Jedburgh,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ; 
Kirkcudbricht,  William  Makclellane  ;  Wigtoun,  Johne  Turner  ;  Pitin- 
weyme,  Thomas  Dischingtoun  ;  Dunfermling,  Peter  Law  ;  Dumbartane, 
Thomas  Fallisdaill ;  Ramfrow,  William  Sommervell ;  Lainrik,  be  exemp- 
tione and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent  ;  Abirbrothok,  be  exemptione 
and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ;  Peblis,  Johne  Diksoun  ;  Craill, 
Alane  Cunninghame  ;  Thayne,  {blanJc)  ;  Selkirk,  Maister  Johne  Ker  ; 
Anstruther  Wester,  Johne  Tulloes  ;  Culrose,  Robert  Forrett ;  Dumbar, 
George  Purves  ;  BamflF,  {blank)  ;  Quhithome,  Johne  Makgoun  ;  Forfare, 
be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ;  Rothesay,  Mathow 
Spence ;  Forres,  exemptione  and  i*atificatione  produced  be  agent ; 
Ruthergleu,  Andro  Pinkartoun  ;  Northberwick,  George  Baillie  ;  Culane, 
(blank)  ;  Naime,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ; 
Lawder,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ;  Kilrenie,  be 
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1  July  1617.    exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  Anstruther  Eister  ;    Annand, 
(plunk)  ;  Lochmavin,  (plank)  \  Sanchair,  (blank). 

Citatione.  1 .  The  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane  verified  the  citation  of  the 

burglis  to  the  convention. 

2.  The  commissioners  constituted  John  Sempell,  first  in  commission  for  Dum- 
barton, moderator  during  this  convention. 

tine- "  ^  ™^*  ^'  -^^"^  o^  meetings  and  regulations  as  to  attendance  and  voting  same  as 

Outland  bur-     last  year. 

gessis,  foretal-  4,   Act  passed  similar  to  the  fourth  act  of  last  general  convention. 

lers,  etc.,  mis-  *  ° 

sive. 

Wigtoun,  un-  5.   Anent  the  fyft  act  of  the  last  generall  conveDtione,  ....  com- 

ye  remi  1 .    ^j^.^  Johne  Tumer,  commissioner  for  the  said  burgh   of    Wigtoun,  and 

declarit  that  the  said  Gilbert  Mure  was  departit  this  present  lyfe,  quhair- 

for  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  dischargit  the  said  unlay  and  all 

.     unlayes  preciding. 

Pcweder,  mi«-  ^       1.  o 

^*^®-  6.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  seventh  act  of  last  general  oonven- 

Commissione,     tion . 

burghs  of  7    j^Q^  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  eighth  act  of  last  general  convention. 

baronie,  Edin-  ^  00 

ialftl^i^'''^  8.   Anent  the  tent  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  ....   finds 

magistrals,  the  said  burgh  of  Perth  to  have  vsit  na  diligence  in  productione  of  the 
,  missive.  f^^^Q  q£  thair  said  electione  ;  as  lykwayes,  understanding  perfytlie  be  the 
declaratione  of  thair  commissioner  that  my  Lord  Skune  was  continwed 
in  his  oflSce  of  provestrie,  contrair  to  the  ordinance  of  the  saids  burroues, 
and  thairfor  decenis  the  said  burgh  in  the  said  unlay  of  fyve  hundreth 
punds,  and  ordeans  the  said  burgh  to  send  the  samyiie  with  thair  commis- 
sioner to  the  nixt  genonUI  ct>uventione  of  burroues,  togither  with  ane 
uther  unlay  of  fyve  hundn^th  punds  iucun\Hl  of  befor  be  thame  for  not 
electing  of  thair  magistn^ts  at  Miohehm^s  1615,  conforme  to  the  saids 
acts,  and  alanerlie  sus|H^n\Ht  at  the  h^st  g\nierall  conventione  to  this  pre- 
sent conventione  ;  as  Ivkwayt^  or\K\i«s  the  said  burgh  in  all  tyme 
heiratter  to  aniforme  thaiUi^>ltW  in  thair  said  electione  to  the  saids  acta 
of  parliament  and  bun\nu\^  xuult^r  tho  }>aiue  of  fyve  hundreth  punds,  and 
to  bring  [to  next  wuveutivm  tho  tvMU^  v»l"  vUvuon.  The  agent  ordained  to 
raise  letters  char^in^  the  lHU>i:h  tv^  vnviUWiu  tv»  chi*  act.] 
Edinbunrh.  9.   Aueut  tho  fvHirteiut  act  vnI"  tho  U^t  ^vu^^iuU  vvuvviuiv>ne.   .  .  .  com- 

compts.  pirtxi  Alexauiier  Clerk.  wmuuuWm^i  Km   ihv  wivl  Inii^.  and  pfodnced 
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thair  said   commissioners  compts,  whairanent  the   saids  commissioners  of  Dumbarton*. 
burroues  finds  the  said  act  to  be  satisfeit.  iJuiyiei?. 

1 0.  Anent  the  34  th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  .  .  .  finds  the  Actanent 
haill  burroues  to  have  vsed  suflScient  diligence  in  observing  of  the  saids  stapefi^ds 
acts,  and  ordeans  the  magistrats  of  ilk  burgh  to  put  the  samyne  to  farder  ^^  ^^ 
executione  and  sie  the  samyne  inviolabellie  observit  be  all  thair  inhabi- 

tantis  in  all  tyme  cumming. 

11.  [Anent  the  2d  act  of  the  pai-ticular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  on  Ureunlayit, 
11th  July  1616,  John  Ure  not  having  appeared  to  the  effect  therein  mentioned,  chairgo  agent, 
the  commissioners  found  him  and  his  cautioners  to  have  incurred  the  penalty  of 

£100,  which  was  mitigated  to  £20.] 

2  July  1617. 

12.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues,   understanding   the  crritt  Customs  at  the 

ffl.ira  e\f  ^f  TjA.11- 

hurt  sustened  be  ane  gritt  nummer  of  the  inhabitants  of  fi:ie  burroues,  rence,st Serve, 

tredders  with  woll,  be  exacting  of  thame  certane  exorbitand  customes  for  ^nf*,S^^! 

thair  said  wooU  at  the  fairs  of  St  Serve,  St  Laurence,  and  St  Baptill  fair, 

be  the  laird  of  Newton,  Johne  Leyth  of  Hairthill,  and  my  Lord  Forbes, 

and  thair  factors  in  thair  names,  far  exciding  his  Majesteis  customes,  for 

remeid  whairof  they  ordeane  the  agent  in  thair  name  to  mein  the  said 

mater  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesteis  secreit  counsell,  to  the  eflFect  the  saids 

persons  may  be  hindered  in  anye  tyme  heirafter  from  exacting  of  anye  such 

lyk  extraordinarie  custome,  and  what  expenses  sail  be  debursit  be  him  in 

persute  thairof  the  samyne  sail  be  allowed  to  him  in  his  compts  ;  and 

ordeans  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  sik  uther  commissioners  as  sail 

happin  to  be  present  at  the  said  burgh  at  the  ingiving  of  the  said  com- 

plent,  to  assist  and  concure  with  the  agent  in  the  said  persuit ;  and  the 

agent  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 

burroues,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

13.  [The  burgh  of  Irrwin  ordained  to  insist  again^it  three  unfree  traders,  in-  Irrmne,  unfrie 
dwellers  in  Kilmannok,  and  to  have  the  suspension  raised  by  them  called  and  xnissive. ' 
discussed.] 

Linlithgoe, 

14.  Anent  the  [23]  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burroues  ^^^^ 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Perth,  ordeaning  ilk  burgh  to  produce  this  con-  missive. 
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Dumbarton,  ventioiie  the  forme  of  the  electione  of  thair  maodstrats  at  Michelmes  last, 

"^  and   to   have   procidit   thairin  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament   and 

Liniithgoe,  biirroues,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  finds  the  burgh  of  Linlith- 

electione,  etc.  g^^  ^^^  ^^  j^g^y^  ygj^  diligence  in  productione  of  the  forme  of  thair  said 

electione  at  Michelmes  last,  as  lykwayes,  understanding  that  the  said 
burgh  hes  not  procidit  in  thair  electione  confornje  to  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment and  burroues  in  electing  of  Andro  Milve,  chirurgean,  to  be  thair 
provest,  and  thairfor  decerns  the  said  burgh  in  ane  unlay  of  ane  hun- 
dreth  punds,  and  for  good  causes  moving  thame  continuis  the  vplifting 
thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burroues  ;  and  in  the  mein- 
tyme  ordeans  the  said  burgh  to  proceid  in  thair  electione  at  Michelmes 
nixt  to  cum  conforme  to  the  saids  acts  of  parliament  and  burroues,  under 
the  pain  of  v^  li.,  and  to  produce  the  forme  of  thair  said  electione  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventione,  under  the  pain  of  tuentie  punds. 
Electione,  15,  The  saids  Commissioners  of  burroues,  understanding  the  abuses 

certane  biir-  committit  within  sundrie  of  the  saids  burroues  in  the  electione  of  thair 
roues,  missiire.  magistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of  crafts,  and  that  in  thair  said  electione 
they  doe  not  conforme  them  selfes  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burroues 
maid  thairanent,  thairfor  the  saids  commissioners  ordeans  ilk  burgh,  and 
in  speciall  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Stirling,  Liniithgoe,  Saoctandroes,  Kirk- 
cudbricht,  Abirbrothok,  Dumfermling,  Selkirk,  to  produce  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burroues  the  forme  of  thair  electione  of  thair 
magistrats,  counsell,  and  deacons  of  crafts  at  Michelmes  nixt  to  cum,  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burroues,  under  the  pain  of  ane  imlay  of 
tuentie  punds  ilk  burgh,  and  that  they  proceid  in  thair  said  electione 
conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burroues  maid  anent  electione  of 
magistrats  and  deacons  of  crafts,  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  punds 
ilk  burgh. 

SanctaDdroes,  16.   [For  not  producing  the  fcrm  of  the  election  of  the  magistrates,  council, 

•d  miasive.   ^'  ^^^  deacons,  as  required  by  several  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  commis- 
sioners decerned  the  burghs  of  St  Andrews  and  Selkirk  each  in  an  unlaw  of 
£20.] 
Peblis,  com-  17.  [For  obedience  of  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention  John  Diksoun, 

mU«i?Ter  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Peblis,  produced  a  rental  of  the  burgh  whereby 

the  commissioners,  **  understanding  the  conimoun  good  not  to  he  put  to  the  hient 
availl,  in  gritt  preiudice  of  the  said  burgh,"  ordained  the  magistrates  and  council 
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of  the  burgh  to  cause  the  same  to  be  rouped,  and  to  report  their  diligence  and   Dumbarton. 
send  a  more  perfect  rental  to  next  general  convention.]  ^^      * ' 

18.  [The  commissioners  ordained  each  burgh  to  extract  the  3 2d  act  of  last  Actsanent 
general  convention,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  proclaimed  yearly  among  their  J!J3*^va^- 
statutes.1  tions  missiye. 

1 9.   Ordeans  of  new  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Sanctandroes,  Commiaajone, 
and  Dysart  to  tak  tryell  aneot  the  pease  and  sufficiencie  of  the  breid,  and  AnS^f  Stir- 
to  send  with   thair  commissioners  to  the  nixt   generall   conventione   of^^^^J^"^' 
burroues    sik   overtures^  as   they  sail  think   meitt   for  reforming  of  the  ^^^i^  missive, 
saniyne. 

.  20.  Anent  the  fourtie  third  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  .  .  .  Taxt  roll  con- 
the  saids  commissioners   of  burroues,  for  divers   considerations   moving  *'***^*  * 
thame,  continouis  the  alteratione  of  the  saids  rolls  for  thrie  yeirs  nixt  after 
the  daitt  heirof. 

21.   Anent  the  supplicatione  be  ane  grit  number  of  the  inhabitants  Commissione 
of  the  frie  burroues  desyring  redres  of  the  greifs  sustened  be  thame  in  johne  Broun, 
exacting  of  thame  at  Londone  ane  exorbitand  impost  be  maister  Johne  ™^*^®* 
Broun,  agent,  far   exciding   the  deuties  granted  to  him  in   his   gift   of 
admissione,  and  the  said  maister  Johne  being  laufullie  waimit  be  maister 
Robert  Winrahame,  agent,  to  have  compired  at  this  conventioun  to  have 
ansuered  to  the  saids  complaints,   compirit   Andro   Gray,    commissioner 
for  the  burgh  of  Perth,  and  produced  his  MaJQsteis  missive  letter  direct 
to  the  present  commissioners  of  burroues  signifeing  his  Majesteis  pleasure 
was  that  they  sould  not  proceid  to  determine  in  anye  thing  agains  the 
said  maister  Johne  Broun  till  his  return  from  his  Majesteis  service  whairin 
he  was  imployit  in  the  north  seyes,  and   he  laufullie  cited  and  ane  day 
apointed  for  him  to  compeir  and  give  ansuer  to  whatsumever  complaints; 
and  the  said«  burroues  understanding  thair  saids  nichtbours  to  be  heavilie 
damnified    be    the    said    maister   Johne,    as    lykwayes    considering    his 
Majesteis  good  and  naturall  inclinatione  to  sie  iustice  performed  to  all 
persones,  and  his  subiects  of  his  frie  burroues  relived  of  all  iust  greifs, 
thairfor  the  saids  commissioners  ordeans  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie, 
Abirdeyne,     Sanctandroes,     Craill,     Kirkcaldie,     Dysart,     Culrose,     and 
Anstruther  Eister,   to  direct  commissioners  to  meitt  and  convein  at  the 
burgh  of  Sanctandroes,  or  whair  it  sail  happin  his  Maiestie  to  be  for  the 
tym,  the  tent  of  this  instant,  and  thair  in  name  of  the  haill  burroues  and 
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DuMBARToif.   inhabitants  thairof  to  regrait  to  his  Hienes  the  saids  greifs  and  acquaint 
"^  his  Majestic  with  the  said  maister  Johne  his  abuses  in  his  said  office,  and 

Commiiwrfono  to  present  all  supplications  neidfull,  and  most  humblie  to  desyre  that  it 
Johnno  Broun,  wald  pleis  his  Majestic  that  the  said  impost  whairin  he  hes  extortioned 
™     ^®*  thair  saids  nichtbours  sould  desist  and  ceis  till   the  nixt  generall  conven- 

tione  of  burroues,  or  at  least  till  such  tyme  as  the  said  maister  Johne  his 
inormities  war  sufficicntlie  tryed,  and  in  the  mein  tyme  that  the  said 
maister  Johne  sould  be  tryed  and  discharged  or  allowed  as  he  sould  be 
habell  to  abyd  his  try  ell  ;  and  to  that  effect  the  saids  commissioners  of 
burroues  grants  and  gives  thair  full  power  and  commissione  to  the  burghs 
of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Sanctandroes,  Stirling,  Linlithgoe,  Had- 
ingtoun,  Glasgow,  Craill,  and  Culrose  to  meit  and  con  vein  at  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh  wliansoever  the  said  burgh  sail  think  maist  meitt  and 
expedient,  and  to  call  and  convein  the  said  maister  Johne  befor  thame  to 
ansuer  to  whatsuniever  complaints  sail  be  given  in  aganis  him  for  his  not 
dischairge  of  his  dewtie  in  his  said  office,  and  to  allow  or  dischairge  him 
as  ho  sail  be  fund  giltie  or  innocent  and  as  the  necessitie  of  his  place  sail 
be  fund  be  thame  requisite,  and  to  doe  all  and  whatsumever  the  said 
generall  conventiotie  micht  doe  themselfes,  promisand  to  hald  firme  and 
sUibell  whatsoever  they  sail  doe  in  the  said  mater,  bot  onye  revocatione 
or  contradictione. 

V(m\m\tm\ox\o,  22.  [Tho  commisBioiiers,  referring  to  the  6th  act  of  the  particular  convention 

mSlfio!*^^**'  h«?l(i  at  E(lin})urgh  on  12th  July  last,  gave  full  power  to  the  burghs  mentioned 

in  the  immediately  preceding  act  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the  accounts  of  James 

Hpeir  from  23  June  1616  to  Ist  July  instant.] 

3  July  1617. 

fJommMono  23.   Ancnt  the  supplicatione  ffiven  in  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  burtrh 

oommmin        ot  CJuIano,  craving   the   nelpe   and   assistance   oi   the   commissioners   of 

ttSno  fn»«Si-     burroues   for  rcdres  of  certane   inormities,   oversights,  and  copruptiones 

ir%\Mf  mliwiro.  croppin   in  within  the  said   toun,  as  thair  supplicatione  subscryvit  with 

thair  hands   at  mair  lenth  conteins,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues 

for  remeid  thairof  apoints  and  ordcans  the  burghs  of  Abirdein,  Montrose, 

Bamlf,  and  Elgyne  to  direct  commissioners  of  the  most  qualefeit  persones 

of  thair  saids  burghs  to  meit  and  convein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Culane  the 


Convmtion  of  Royal  Burghs.  41 

third    day    of   September   nixt  to    cum,    under  pain  of    ane   unlay  of  ^^^^^^7* 

tuentie  punds  to  be  incurrit  be  the  absents,  and  thair  to  trye  the  saids :— ; 

inormities  and  disordour  and  the  causes  thairof  and  to  report  the  samyne  anent  Cuiane. 
with  thair  best  advyse  for  redres  thairof  to  the  nixt  general!  conventione 
of  burrowes,  to  the  eflFect  the  commissioners  than  convinand  may  tak  sum 
deliberat  ordor  for  suppressing  and  reforming  of  the  saids  inormities  and 
disordour ;  as  also  ordeans  the  said  burgh  of  Cuiane  to  produce  to  the 
said  nixt  generall  conventione  ane  iust  rentall  of  thair  commoun  good  and 
commoun  lands  well  imployit,  to  the  eflFect  the  saids  burrowes  may  try  if  the 
samyn  be  putt  to  the  hiest  availl  and  well  bestowed  conforme  to  the  acts 
of  burroues,  and  to  send  thairwith  to  the  said  nixt  conventione  the  forme 
of  thair  electione  of  thair  magistrats  and  councell  at  Michelmes  nixt  to 
cum,  and  to  proceid  thairintill  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
burroues  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  punds ;  and  the  premissis  to  be 
ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

24.  [For  obedience  of  the  23d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commis-  Dumfermling 
sioner  of  Damfermling  produced  the  form  of  election  in  that  burgh  which  being  tion/ma^^ 
seen  the  commissioners  found  that  the  burgh  had  not  conformed  to  the  acts  of  trats,  missive. 
parliament  and  burghs  in  electing  James  Mochrie,  webster,  to  be  one  of  their 

bailies.  The  burgh  was  decerned  in  an  unlaw  of  £100,  the  uplifting  of  which 
was  continued  till  next  convention,  and  ordained  to  produce  the  form  of  election 
conform  to  the  acts.] 

25.  [For  obedience  of  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioner  ^chT  w>m- 
of  Kirkcudbright  produced  a  testimonial  showing  that  there  is  yet  three  years  to  moun  lands, 
run  of  the  tacks  of  the  Borelands.    As  formerly  the  burgh  was  required  to  report  ™**^^®- 
diligence  to  next  general  convention.] 

26.  Anent  the  complent  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  contrair  the  burgh  ^^^^t  out- 
of  Kirkcudbricht,  for  suflFering  and  overseing  Johne  Murdoch  and  Andro  land  burgessis, 
Makdouell  thair  alledgit  burgessis  mak  thair  residence  at  the  village  of 
Monigof,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  the  said  burgh  of 
Kirkcudbricht  produce  exact  diligence  in  writt  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione in  causing  the  saids  persones  mak  thair  residence  within  thair 

said  burgh,  or  in  depryving  thame  of  thair  liberties,  under  the  pain  of  ane 
hundreth  punds. 

27.  Anent  the  9th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioner  for  Kirk-  bricht,  unfrie 
cudbricht  produced  "  letter  simpUciter  agains  the  Stewards  of  the  Stewavtrie  of  trodders,  mii- 
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Edinburgh, 
>)arrel8  of  her- 

tischc,  beif, 
missive. 


Dumbarton,    Kirkcudbricht  for  taking  and  apprehending  of  the  saids  depryved  burgessis,  to- 
1 '-  cither  with  the  letters  of  suspensione  raisit  at  the  instance  of  the  said  steiiards 

"XT'       1  IT     aM        V*  ^  ^^ 

is^iriccua  nc      ^^^  thair  deputs.''     These  the  commissioners  accepted  for  diligence  and  ordained 
the  burgh  to  proceed  farther  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

28.  Anent  the  aucht  act  of  the  particular  conventione  of  burroues, 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tuelfe  daye  of  Julie  1616,  anent 
the  reforming  of  the  barrels  of  hering,  whyte  fisches,  and  beif,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  caus  thair 
dein  of  gild  mak  ane  barrell  of  the  forme  prescryved  in  the  said  act,  and 
try  and  com  pair  the  samyn  in  the  measure  with  the  auld  barrell,  and  it 
being  fund  to  contein  a  lyk  quantitie  of  water  with  the  auld  to  cause  ane 
iadge  be  made  thairof  and  delyverit  to  ilk  burgh,  vpon  thair  awin  expenses, 
when  the  samyne  sail  be  requyred  ;  and  ordeans  ilk  burgh  to  cause  all  the 
saids  barrells  maid  within  the  bounds  of  thair  liberties  to  be  made  con- 
forme  to  the  said  iadge  in  all  tyme  cumming,  ilk  burgh  under  the  pain 
of  fourtie  punds,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  in  reseaving  of  the  said 
iadge  and  observing  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  and  this  to 
be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive.  And  farder  the  saids  commissioners 
desyrs  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  acquaint  the  lords  of  his  Majesties 
privie  councell  heirwith  and  des3n:e  thair  lordschippis  interpone  thair 
authoritie  thairto,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  the  nixt  con- 
ventione. 

29.  Anent  the  Slst  act  of  last  general  convention,  Andrew  Forret  produced 
the  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  to  him  for  defraying  of 
his  expenses  in  purchasing  a  patent  in  favour  of  the  merchant  and  ti*affickers  to 
England  and  Ireland.  The  accounts  being  imperfect,  and  Forret  not  completely 
paid  the  sums  granted  to  him,  he  was  authorised  to  continue  the  impost,  and  re- 
quired to  account  therefor  to  next  general  convention. 

30.  The  commissioners  gave  full  power  to  the  burghs  appointed  for  hearing 
James  Speii-s'  accounts,  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Cun- 
ninghame,  factor  in  Campheir,  for  the  impost  granted  for  the  minister's  stipend 
there. 

31.  On  the  supplications  of  Thomas  Inglis,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  and  George 
Piirves,  commissioner  for  Dunbar,  craving  the  discharge  of  the  impost  upon  each 
barrel  of  red  hering  granted  to  Joseph  Marioribanks  and  Charles  Geddes  and  their 
partner,  the  commissioners  ordained  them  to  appear  before  next  general  conven- 
tion to  answer  the  reasons  of  the  supplications,  and  in  the  meantime  ordained 
the  impost  to  cease  till  next  general  convention. 


Forret,  compts, 
missive. 


Commissione, 
Cunninghame, 
compts,  mis- 
sivo. 


Complent, 
Inglis,  Purves, 
contra  Geddes, 
Marioribanks, 
roid  heriDg, 
missive. 
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32.  Anent  his  Majesties  missive  produced  be  the  agent  and  direct   s^ju^^'I^^;* 
to  the  present  commissioners  of  burroues,  willing  and  commanding  thame  eiiai7j,^i,ur-" 
that   befor   the  dissolving  of  this  present  conventione  they  sould  give  rouos  for 
ordor  that  the  expenses  of  the  commissioners  nominat  for  planting  the  kiriai,  mUsivo. 
kirks  of  this  kingdome,  being  aucht  in  nummer,  for  this  estait  may  be 
tymuslie  provydit,  for  obedience  whairof  the  saids  commissioners  of  bur- 
roues,  ordeans  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lin- 

lithgoe.  Air,  Craill,  and  Culrose  (out  of  quhilks  the  saids  commissioners 
ar  nominat),  with  consent  of  thair  present  commissioners,  ilk  burgh  to 
advance  the  soum  of  fyve  hundreth  punds  to  thair  commissioner  for  de- 
fraying of  his  expenses  in  attending  vpon  the  said  mater,  extending  in  the 
haill  to  the  soum  of  four  thousand  punds.  [For  repayment  with  interest 
at  ten  per  cent,  the  burghs  were  ordained  to  send  their  shares  confonn  to 
the  extent  roll  to  next  general  convention.] 

4  July  1617. 

33.  Anent  the  17th  act  of  last  general  convention  Thoma«  Speir,  son  and  Spofr,  compU, 
heir  of  William  Speir,  produced  accounts  of  intromission  for  two  years  to  Iwt  ™****^®' 
July  1617.     The  collection  for  the  firet  year  extended  to  268   franks  3  s.  8 
dinniers,  and  in  the  second  year  to  577  franks,  10  s.,  leaving  unpaid  of  principal 

and  interest  the  sum  of  414  franks  3  8.  10  d.  For  payment  the  commissioners 
granted  authority  to  Thomas  Speir  to  continue  uplifting  the  iraf)ost. 

34.  The  commissioners  consented  to  the  admission  of  Hector   Patersone,  ^^"*^*' 
second  son  of  William  Patersone,   merchant,  burgess  of  Eklinburgb,  as  factor 

for  the  nation  at  the  town  of  Campheir. 

35.  On  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  for  help  in  prosecuting  B'lppHcatione, 
the  action  between  them  and  Stranrawer,  the  burghs  were  required  to  send  their  give^^  ' 
commissioners  to  next  general  convention  instructed  with  their  answer. 

36.  Anent  the  35th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commijisioners  (rranted  to  *"i*  ^''  ^  ^"' 

strutlicr  Kilter 
the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Easter  the  sum  of  £400  for  the  reparation  of  their  decayed  »u«j>endjn;f  all- 

harbour,  "  suspending  allwayes  the  vplifting  thairof  for  the  space  of  thrie  yeirs."     ^^7  ^^^  ^ 

37.   Anent  the  supplications  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorne  for  help  to  guppo^,  King- 
the  reparatione  of  thair  decayed  harberie  of  Pretticure,  of  the  burgh  of  ^^»^<^  *i«^- 
Hadingtoun  for  support  to  the  reparatione  of  thair  decayed  harberie  of  struttier 
Aberladie,  of  Anstruther  Wester  for  help  to  the  re-edifiing  of  thair  de-  we^^'mi^"*' 
cayed  and  minus  cakayes  and  bulwarks,  and  of  Pitinweyme  for  helpe  to  ■*^*- 
the  reparatione  of  thair  decayed  harberie,  ordeans  ilk  burgh  sufficientlie 
instructed  to  give  ansuer  to  the  saids  supplications  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione  of  burroues. 
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^^ARTON.  38.  Anent  the  complent  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghome,  contrair  the 

-  burgh  of  Bruntiland  for  not  suflFering  them  to  transport  passingers  in  thair 
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Kinghome,  bots  frielie  as  they  doe  in  Leyth,  ordeans  the  said  burgh  of  Bruntiland  to 
tnan^j^mis-  Send  thair  commissioner  sufBcientlie  instructed  to  give  ansuer  thairto  to 
"^®'  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

Montrose,  etc.,         39.  The    commissioners    ordained    the   burghs    of   Montrose,    Bruntiland, 

Brichane,  Thayne,  Bamff,  Annand,  Lochmavin  and  Sanquhair  to  send  to  next 

general  convention  their  part  of  the  sum  granted  by  the  35th  act  of  last  general 

convention  to  the  burgh  of  Inerki thing. 

Unlayit  Men-  40.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Montrose,  Sanctandroes,  Dum- 

clurt^^agent.    freis,  Bruntiland,  Brichane,  Elgyne,  Thayne,  Bamff,  Annand,  Lochmavin,  and 

Sanquhair  in  twenty  pounds  each  for  being  absent  from  this  convention. 
Montrose,  etc.  41.  The    commissioners    unlawed    the    burghs   of    Montrose,     Bruntiland, 

'hA*^*^*      nt    Brichane,  Thayne,  Bamff,  Culane,  Lochmavin  and  Sanquhair  in  fourty  pounds 

each  for  not  paying  their  shares  of  the  clerk's  and  agent's  fees. 
Inerkithing,  42.  The  burgh  of  Inerkithing  ordained  to  produce  to  next  general  oonven- 

magista-ats,       *^^^  *^®  ^*°''™  ^^  election  of  their  magistrats,  and  to  proceed  conform  to  the  acts 
miB8iye.  of  parliament  and  burghs. 

The  act  anent  4^.   [The  Commissioners,  having  considered  the  fifth  act  of  the  parti- 

norfiftieThou- cular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  16th  July  1011,]  and  finding  the 
^d^ ^tnea  samyn  to  tend  to  the  gritt  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  fisching,  thairfor 
buird  of  boita  they  dischairgc  the  said  toun  of  Dumbar  from  putting  that  part  of  the 
bene  dia-  Said  act  anent  the  bying  of  moe  nor  fiftie  thousand  hering  in  one  day,  as 
pensed.  ^jg^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^^  samyne  anent  the  suflFering  of  anye  persone  to  goe 

on  buirds  of  anye  bots  within  the  said  harberie,  to  executione  in  anye 
tyme  heirafter,  and  ordeans  the  saids  parts  of  the  said  act  to  be  of  no 
force  nor  eflfect  in  anye  tyme  cumming  ;  and  least  that  the  contrey  peopell 
sould  be  heirby  preiudgit,  the  saids  commissioners  ordeans  the  said  burgh 
of  Dumbar  to  cause  the  said  contrey  be  served  at  all  tymes,  and  that  thair 
being  no  sufficient  nummer  of  fisches  in  the  hands  of  the  fischers  for 
serving  of  the  contrey,  and  the  samyne  being  in  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
chands  undrest  or  saltet,  ordeans  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbar  to  cause  the 
said  contrey  be  served  of  the  saids  fisches  to  the  merchands  vpon  the  sam 
pryces  they  coft  the  samyne,  as  also  in  serving  of  the  contrey  ordeans  the 
said  burgh  of  Dumbar  to  cause  them  be  served  as  well  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  toun  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  uther  frie  burroues ;  and  as  c»n- 
cerning  that  pairt  of  the  said  act  ordeaning  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbar 
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not  to  suffer  anye  persones  to  go  on  buird  of  anye  bots  without  the  said    4  j^^ei;.' 
harberie  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  ratefeis  and  approves    the  Herring, 
samyne  and  ordeans  the  samyne  to  be  putt  to  executione  agains  the  con- 
traviners  with  all  rigour. 

44.  Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in   be  the  commissioner  of  the  Dumbare, 
burgh  of  Dumbar  most  eamestlie  desyring  that  it  wald  pleis  the  saids  ^^'^^  ™'"' 
commissioners   to   dispense  with   the  sending  of  commissioners  to  thair 

toun  anent  the  fisching,  promising  that  they  sould  tak  sik  ordor  within 
thair  toun  that  nane  sould  have  iust  cause  of  complent,  the  saids  com- 
missioners vpone  the  conditione  foirsaid  dispenses  with  the  sending  of 
commissioners  to  the  said  toun  for  this  tyme,  and  ordeans  the  said  burgh 
to  sie  good  ordor  kiped  at  the  said  fisching,  and  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

45.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  agent  to  pay  Thomas  Findar,  post,  £20  Findars  pen- 
for  this,  and  £20  for  last,  year  s  pensions.  ^iohq,  agent. 

46.  [On  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdein  the  commissioners  Abirdein,  im- 
granted  licence  to  that  burgh]  to  impetrat  of  our  Soverane  Lord  ane  gift  ^****^ 

of  the  impost  following,  to  indure  for  the  space  of  nyntein  yeirs  after  the 
expyring  of  the  said  uther  gift,  granted  in  anno  1610,  vpon  the  pro- 
vitiones  after  specifeit,  videlicet,  of  ilk  tun  guds  lost  in  the  said  heavin  to 
tak  and  have  tua  s.  at  the  entrie  and  at  the  ledning  and  outgoing  tua  s., 
and  of  the  vesschel  tuelfe  pennies  of  the  tun  at  the  entrie  and  tuelfe 
pennies  at  the  outgoing,  and  this  of  all  sort  of  guds  except  lyme,  sklait, 
and  frie  stain ;  provyding  allwayes  that  they  bestow  the  said  impost  vpon 
the  reparatione  of  thair  harberie,  and  mak  compt  thairof  to  the  burroues 
at  the  expyring  of  the  saids  yeirs. 

47.  The  commissioners  granted  to  the  burgh  of  D3rsart  to  ask  the  gift  of  the  Dyiart, impost, 
impost  of  '^  tuelfe  pennies  of  ilk  tim  of  colls  that  sail  happin  to  be  transported 

forth  of  thair  harberie  to  anye  forain  pairts,  provyding  allwayes  they  bestow  the 
samyne  vpon  the  reparatione  of  thair  said  harberie." 

48.  The  commissioners  granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Rothesay  to  abide  Exemptione, 
from  all  general  conventions  for  the  space  of  five  years.  Rothesay. 

49.  "The  commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  thair  generall  clerk  in  thair  Campheir, con- 
names  to  wryte  to  the  magistrate  of  the  toun  of  Campheir  to  have  ane  cair  of  sergerie-hous©. 
the  reparatione  of  the  consergerie  house,  yaird  thairof,  and  bigging  of  the  dyks 

of  the  samyn." 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  47 

thereafter,  for  preservation  of  the  town  from  the  inundation  of  the  water  ?'?*?^^'^?7' 

of  Leven,  viz]  of  ilk  ox,  kow,  horse,  stote,  meir,  staeg,  that  cumis  within  - 

the  libertie  and  friedome  of  the  said  burgh,  or  passis  throuch  the  samyne,  impost.        ' 

to  whatsumever  mercats,  be  the  awners,  cariers,  and  dryvers  thairof,  aucht 

pennies,  exceptand  onlie  the  burgessis  of  frie  burroues  ;  of  ilk  merchand 

cummand  to  the  fairs  of  Lambes  or  Patrikmes  within  the  said  burgh  that 

taks  buithes  within  the  samyn,  tua  s.  sex  d. ;    of  ilk  clothman,  smiths, 

and  uthers  standing  on  the  commoun  calsayes  of  the  said  burgh  with 

geir  to  sell,  tuelfe  pennies ;   of  ilk   crame  standing  on  the  calsay,  sex 

pennies ;   of  ilk  hot  that  hes  tymmer  or  bark  passing  thruch  the  river  of 

Liven  to  onye  mercats  in  the  said  burgh  or  elsquhair,  at  ilk  tyme  thrie  s. 

four  pennies ;  of  ilk  boll  bark  sauld  in  the  mercat,  sex  pennies ;   of  ilk 

schip,  bark,  and  crear  cumand  frome  anye  forane  pairts,  or  from  the  Hie- 

lands  or  lis,  within  the  river  of  Liven,  at  ilk  tyme,  the  schip  being  above 

fiftie  tune,  the  soum  of  threttein  s.  four  pennies ;  the  bark  being  above 

tuentie  tun,  sex  s.  aucht  pennies ;  ilk  crear  being  above  fyve  tun,  thrie 

s.  four  pennies ;   and  that  to  be  payed  be  the  masters  or  auners  of  the 

schips,  crears,  or  vesschels,  quhairof  the  guds  to  pay  the  tua  pairt  and  the 

vesschell  the  third  ;  ilk  coper  bote  within  Levin  coping  hering,  anes  in  the 

yeir  thrie  s.  four  pennies  ;   provyding  allwayes  that  they  bestoue  the  said 

impost  vpon  the  beting  and  vphalding  of  the  said  work. 

55.  The  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  grants  and  gives  thair  iruing,  impost, 
licence  to  the  burgh  of  Irwing  to  impetrat  of  our  Soveran  Lord  ane  gift 
of  the  impost  foUouing,  to  be  takin  onlie  of  unfriemen,  and  to  indure  for 
fyve  yeirs,  vpon  the  conditions  after  specifeit,  viz.  of  ilk  hot  of  timmer 
laidned  or  lossed  within  thair  harberie,  water  mouth,  or  liberties  of 
the  said  burgh,  to  tak  and  have  the  soum  of  thrie  s.  four  pennies ;  of  ilk 
dussone  Irland  buirds  that  sail  happin  to  be  sauld  or  lost  thair,  aucht 
pennies ;  of  ilk  thousand  barrell  staves,  tua  s. ;  of  ilk  hundreth  kairtries, 
tuelfe  pennies ;  ilk  hundreth  rungs,  four  pennies ;  ilk  daiker  hydes,  tuelfe 
pennies  ;  ilk  last  hering,  thrie  s.  four  pennies ;  ilk  hors  or  meir  landing 
ther,  cumming  from  the  lies  or  Irland,  tua  s. ;  ilk  scor  scheip,  iiij  d.  ;  ilk 
nolt,  tua  pennies ;  ilk  scor  plaiding  brocht  in  be  unfriemen,  tuelfe 
pennies ;  and  ilk  dozane  small  skins,  j  d. ;  provyding  allwayes  the  said 
burgh  bestow  the  samyn  vpon  the  reparatione  of  their  harberie  and 
calsayes,  and  to  be  comptabell  thairof  to  the  burroues  ilk  generall 
conventione. 
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Dumbarton.  56.  Anent  the  supplicatione   given  in   be   the   burgh  of    Dumbar- 

— ^-^. — -  tane,  craving  licence  to  irapetrat  of  our  Soverane  Lord  ane  gift  of  ane 

Dumbartane,'  impost  to  be  takin  of  everie  unfriemans  fisching  and  coper  bots  yeirlie, 

^^^^J^^'  fisching  and  coping,  or  that  sail  happin  to  fische  or  cope  hering  within 

and  on  this  syde  of  the  Cloch  in  Clyde  and  Lewes  lyand  within  the 

Cloch,  compired  the  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  and  Ran- 

fraw    and    alledged  that  thair  burghs    and    liberties    thairof  wald    be 

interest  thairby,  and  thairfor  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  ordeans 

the  saids  burghs  of  Glasgow  and  Ranfrow  to  send  thair  commissioners 

sufficientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  general  1  convention  to  ansuer  in  the 

said  mater  with  thair  richts  and  securities,  as  also  ordeans  ilk  burgh  to 

send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  to  decyde  in  the   said 

mater. 

Exemptions,  ^'^-  ^®  commissioners  granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Whithorn  to  remain 

Quhithorne,      from  all  general  conventions  for  five  years,  and  to  Anstruther  Wester  to  remain 
Wester.  ^       fvovd  all  general  conventions  south  of  Forth  and  north  of  Tay  for  three  years. 
Supplication©,  ^^'  "^he  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet   at   E  lin- 

Sempill,  Fal-    burgh  on  8th  instant  to  inspect  the  bond  given  by  Johne  Sempell  and  Thomas 
^*^*^*  Fallisdaill  and  their  cautioners  to  the  burghs  anent  the  taxation  granted  to 

Dumbarton  for  saving  them  from  the  inundation  of  the  water  of  Leveii,  and  *'  if 
they  sail  find  no  difficulty  "  to  give  warrant  for  delivery  to  them  of  the  bond. 
Support,  ^^*  Each  burgh  ordained  to  send  their  commissionei-s  to  next  general  con- 

North-ber-       vention  instructed  to  give  answer  to  the  supplications  of  the  burghs  of  North- 
missive!  "^**'    berwik  and  Culrose  for  help  to  the  repair  of  their  decayed  harbours. 

CJompient  60.  The  saids  conmiissioners  of  burroues  ordeans  the  burgh  of  Ram- 

^^tTR^^-*    ^^^^  ^  ^enA^  their  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  to  give  ansuer 

frow,  missive,    to  the  complent  of   the  burgh  of    Dumbartane  to  be  given  in  agains 

theme  the  nixt  generall  conventione  for  suffering  certane  thair  outland 

burgessis  to  tred  and  trafficque  and  to  vsurp  the  liberties  of  the  saids 

frie  burroues,  contrair  to  the  acts  of  burroues. 

Unlay,  Sanot-  61.  The  commissioners,  "  at  the  earnest  desire  of  my  lord  archbishop  of  Sanct- 

^ttedf  androes,"  dispensed  with  the  vnlaw  incuri*ed  by  that  burgh  for  being  absent 

from  this  convention  and  for  not  producing  the  form  of  election  of  magistrates, 

and  ''  finds  themselfes  satisfeit  of  all  dewes,  conforme  to  the  missive  be  Andro 

Forret,  burges  of  the  said  toun.'* 

Niztconven-  62.  The  commissioners  dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  ap- 

iione.  pointed  the  next  to  be  held  at  Dumfermling,  beginning  7th  July  1618. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  St  Andrews.  ^^  '^^.^^'^yj! 

'  14  July  l(jl/. 

14  July  ir>l7. 

Edinburgh,  Alexander  Clerk,  Edward  Ker;  Dundie,  Maister  Alexander 
Wadderburne;  Aberdein,  Sir  Thomas  Minzeis;  St  Androes,  Robert 
Tailyeor  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser. 

1.  In  presens  of  the  commissioners  forsaid,  compired  maister  Johne  Broun,  agent. 
Broun,  agent,  servitor  to  my  lord  duik  of  Lennox,  and  actit  himselfe  of 
his  awin  consent  to  compeir  befor  the  commissioners  of  burroues  nominat 
in  the  [21]  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dum- 
bartane  the  [2]  day  of  Julie  instant,  the  first  day  of  November  nixt  to 
cum,  to  ansuer  to  whatsumever  complaints  sail  be  given  in  again  him  at 
the  instans  of  the  merchands  or  skippers  inhabitants  of  the  burroues  of 
this  realme  for  not  dischairging  his  dewtie  in  his  said  oflSce,  or  for  exact- 
ing anye  gritter  or  uther  dewties  than  was  contined  in  his  gift  admissione, 
and  to  underlye  sik  tryell  and  punischment  thairfor  incaice  he  sail  be  fund 
giltie  as  the  saids  commissioners  of  burroues  sail  think  most  meitt  and 
expedient,  and  generallie  to  doe  and  performe  all  and  whatsumever  the 
said  Maister  Johne  sould  have  done  or  performed  at  the  last  generall 
conventione  of  burroues,  and  in  caice  of  absence  at  the  day  forsaid  is 
content  and  consents  that  the  saids  burroues  proceid  agains  him  as  if  he 
wer  personallie  present ;  as  also  the  said  maister  Johne  is  content  and 
consents  that  the  vplifting  of  the  dewties  granted  to  him  for  his  said 
office  sail  ceis  and  desist  till  he  report  ane  farder  warrand  of  the  saids 
commissioners  of  burroues  for  vplifting  thairof 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

'  Edinburgh. 

1  November  1617.  le?;;"""^ 

Edinburgh,  Alexander  Persoun,  George  Foulles  ;  Dundie,  Maister 
Alexander  Wedderburne ;  Abirdein,  Sir  Thomas  Meinzies ;  Sanctan- 
droes,  Thomas  Lentroun  ;  Stirling,  Johne  Scherar ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro 
Bell ;  Hadingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Glasgow,  James  Stewart ; 
Munros,  Hendrie  Mackean  ;  Craill,  John  Mathesone ;  Culros,  Sir  George 
Bruce  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Hendrie  Moreis. 

o 
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Edinburgh. 
1  Nov.  1617. 

Moderator. 
Broun  cited. 


Decreit  con- 
tra Broun. 


1.  Alexander  Persoun,  first  in  commission  for  Edinbui^h,  appointed  mode- 
rator.       • 

2.   [Compeared    Mr  James  Broun,  agent,  for  obedience  of   the  act 
passed  at  St  Andrews  on  14  July  last.]     As  also  the  said  maister  Johne, 
vnderstanding  that  be  ane  particular  claus  contenit  in  his  gift  of  admis- 
sioun  he  was  bund  and  obleist  that  quhatsumeuir  richtis,  securities,  and 
warrandis  he  sould  happin  to  purches  and  obtein  of  oure  Soveryne  Lord 
the  Kings  Majestie  anent  his  said  office  or  anent  the  impost  grantit  to 
him  for  his  seruice  thairin  and  for  estaiblisching  of  the  same,   that  he 
sould,   be  himselff  or  his  procuratouris  in   his  name  haiffing  sufficient 
powar  frome  him,  haif  presentit  the  samin  to  the  said  last  generall  con- 
ventioun  of  borrowis  and  haif  submittit  and  demittit  the  samin  in  thair 
handis  to  be  continewit  or  disallowit  as  they  sould  think  expedient,  as  his 
said  gift  of  admissioun  of  the  dait  at  Perth  the  (blank)  day  of  Julij  the 
yeir  of  God  1616  yeires  at  mair  lenth  proportis,  comperit  the  said  maister 
Johne  and  producit  ane  patent  vnder  his  Majesties  privie  seill  of  Eng- 
land, ratiefieing  and  approving  his  said  gift  of  admissioun  and  the  dewties 
contenit  therinto,  as  the  saids  letteres  patents,  of  the  dait  at  Westmin- 
ster the  14!  of  November  1616  yeires  at  mair  lenth  beires,  and  renuncit 
the  said  gift  with  the  saids  letteres  patents  with  all  vtheris  warrandis  and 
securitie  purchest  in  his  favouris  or  aniewayes  belonging  to  him  of  the  said 
office,  in  the  handis  of  the  saids  borrowis,  and  is  content,  agries,  and  con- 
scntis  that  he  sail  ather  be   continewit  in  the  said  office  or  dischairgit 
frome  anie  foirder  vsing  thairof,  as  the  saids  borrowis  presentlie  convenit 
sail  think  expedient,  conforme  to  his  said  gift  of  admissioun  of  the  dait 
foresaid ;   and  the  saids  borrowis  continewis  the  declairing  of  thair  will 
heirintill  till  the  heiring  and  discussing  of  the  complaints  gevin  and  to  be 
gevin  in  against  him  for  his  not  dischairge  of  his  dewtie  in  the  said  office 
be  the  inhabitants  of  the  saids  frie  borrowis. 

3.  Comperit  Andro  Donaldsoun  and  Thomas  Lindesay,  merchandis, 
burgessis  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Andro  Mertaun  and  Thomas  Lamb, 
burgessis  of  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie,  Hendrie  Moreis,  burges  of  the  burgh 
of  Anstruther  Eister,  for  themeselffis  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  rema- 
nent merchandis  and  inhabitants  of  the  saids  burghis,  tredderis  and  tra- 
fficqueris  to  London,  and  gaive  in  the  complaint  vnderwrittin  against 
maister  Johne  Broun,  agent  constitut  be  the  commissioners  of  borrowis 
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for  the  saids  tredders  and  trafficqueris  to  the  port  of  Londoun,  beiring  BDnrsuROH. 
that  quhair  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  in  thair  generall  conventioun  u\j^^^  ^ 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Perth  the  fourt  day  of  Julij  the  yeir  of  God  1616  Docreit  contra 
yeires,  maid,  creat,  and  constitut  the  said  maister  Johne  Broun  thair  ^«>^'*- 
agent  at  Londoun  and  vtheris  portis  in  England,  .  .  .  notwithstanding 
they  hai£fing  soght  the  said  maister  Johne  for  making  of  thair  saids 
entressis  and  directing  of  theme  in  the  seuerall  custome  houssis  thair, 
the  said  maister  Johne  absentit  himselfif  and  hes,  far  contrare  the  tennour 
of  his  gift  of  admissioun  foresaid,  deput  certane  Inglisch  men  in  the  cus- 
tomehous  for  vplifbing  of  his  dewties,  as  also  hes  far  passit  the  bounds  and 
limittis  of  the  dewties  grantit  to  him  for  his  seruice  in  the  said  office,  in 
exacting  fra  theme  gritter  and  vther  dewties  nor  is  contenit  in  his  said 
gift  of  admissioun,  and  speciallie  sax  pennyes  sterling  for  euerie  tuentie 
pundis  sterling  worth  of  guides  not  enterit  be  tun  or  last  at  Londoun 
viz.,  fra  the  said  Thomas  Lindesay  in  November  1616  yeirs,  as  his  ressait 
beires,  for  half  ane  tun  of  geir,  tua  schillingis  sterling  ;  fra  Richard 
Romsoun,  as  his  ressait  beires,  for  ane  quarter  tun  of  geir,  tua  schillings 
sterling ;  [forty  seven  cases  referred  to ;]  and  siclyik,  the  said  maister 
Johne  be  himselff,  or  at  leist  be  his  factouris,  hes  taiken  ane  dewtie  of  all 
guides  transportit  be  Scottis  men  frome  England  to  vther  fora3me  pairtis, 
contrar  the  tennour  of  his  said  gift,  lykas  the  said  maister  Johne  being 
convenit  before  the  proueist,  baillies,  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Edinburgh,  for  the  caussis  foresaid,  be  certaine  inhabitants  of  the  said 
burgh,  trafficqueris  to  Londoun,  and  comperand  personalie  in  the  terme 
quhairin  he  was  wamit  to  haif  ansuerit  to  the  said  complent,  confest,  in 
presens  of  the  saids  compleneris,  that  he  had  taken  sax  pennyes  sterling  of 
ilk  tuentie  pund  sterling  wairing  of  all  goodes  enterit  in  the  custome 
hous  at  Londoun  that  is  not  enterit  be  tun  or  last,  and  als  that  he  had 
taiken  ane  dewtie  of  all  Scottis  schippis  arryvand  thair  with  strangers 
guides  from  foraine  pairtes,  and  that  he  had  deput  Inglischmen  in  the  cus- 
tome hous  to  vplift  his  dewties  allanerlie,  and  that  the  merchands  theme- 
selffis  maid  their  entressis,  or  vtherwayes  giff  they  cum  to  him  he  was 
redy  to  doe  the  samin,  as  ane  act  of  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  daittit  the 
saxt  of  Junij  at  mair  lenth  beires ;  beseikand  thairfore  thair  lordschippis 
that  iurespect  of  the  said  maister  Johne  not  gevin  bis  attendance  vpone 
the  said  plaice,  and  in  respect  of  the  maniefold  abuse  committit  be  the 
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Edinburgh,   said  maister  Johne  in  exacting  frome  theme  the  dewtyes  abonewrittin  for 
16177^™  ^^  glitter  and  vther  then  is  contenit  in  his  gift  of  admissioun  as  said  is,  and 
Decreit  contra  ^^^^.t  inrespect  the  Said  maister  Johne,  being  creat  for  the  weill  of  the 
Broun.  merchands  traflScquing  thither,  and  for  eschewing  of  the  grit   damages 

and  hurtis  sustenit  be  theme  be  the  searcheouris,  promoters,  customeris, 
and  vtheris  thair,  hes  deput  certan  Inglisch  men  in  the  custome  hous  at 
Londoun  quha,  but  anie  seruice  done  to  theme  bot  sutch  as  is  vsuall  to 
thair  plaices,  does  exact  the  soumes  of  money  abone  writtin,  and  sua  they 
frustrat  of  the  ordinarie  course  taiken  be  the  commissioneris  for  thair  ad- 
vantage; and  last,  inrespect  the  said  plaice  is  altogidder  vnnecessar,  seing 
the  formes  of  these  pairtis  is  better  knawin  to  the  maist  pairt  of  thair 
selfl&s  then  to  the  said  maister  Johne,  and  that  they  ar  abill  be  thair 
selflSs  to  mak  thair  awin  entressis,  vnfalling  in  anie  dainger  of  the  law  for 
the  samin,  and  inrespect  thair  language  and  thairs  ar  not  so  far  different 
bot  each  ane  vnderstandethe  ane  vther,  swa  that  they  neid  no  interpre- 
tour  for  theme  or  factour  in  these  pairtis ;  and  thairfore  it  wald  pleis 
thair  lordschip  to  haif  consideratioun  of  the  premissis,  and  to  deceme  the 
said  maister  Johne  to  haif  forfaltit  his  said  plaice,  and  farder  to  sensur 
him  at  thair  lordschippis  discretioun ;  and  the  said  maister  Johne  com- 
perand  personalie  desyrit  ane  copy  of  the  said  dame,  quhairfore  the  saids 
commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanit  thair  clerk  to  geve  him  ane  copey 
thairof  and  assigne  to  him  the  thrid  of  this  instant  to  ansuer  thairto. 
And  heirto  baith  the  saids  parties  wer  wamit  apud  acta, 

3  November  1617. 

[The  commissioners  having  considered  the  complaint  against  John 
Broun,  were  of  opinion  that  the  arrangements  with  him  were]  nather 
necessar  nor  proffitable  for  thair  estait,  [thairfore  the]  commissioners  of 
borrowis  dischairgis  the  said  maister  Johne  [Broun  from]  anie  farder 
vsing  of  the  said  office  in  tyme  cuming ;  as  also  [decemis]  and  ordanis 
the  said  maister  Johne  and  all  vthers  in  his  [name  to  desist]  and  ceis 
frome  all  ressaiving  and  vptaking  of  the  feyes  [and  deu]ties  contenit  in 
his  said  gift  of  admissioun  sen  the  first  of  [  ]  last  and  siclyk  in  all 

tyme  cuming. 
Suppiicatione,  4.  Anent  the  supplicatioin  gevin  in  [be  maister  Johne  Broun]  craiving 

sive.  '  ane  consideratioun  of  the  grit  chairges  [sustenit]  be  him  in  his  seuerall 
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jumeyis  frome  England   to  this   [cuntrey]   vtherwayis   be  obtening  his    Edinburgh, 
Majesties  patent  of  the  said  [office,  the]  saids  commissioners  of  burrowis    1617. 
Hndis  they  haif  [nocht  commissioun]  frome  the  generall  conventioun  of  suppiicatioae, 
borrowis,  nor  frome  thair  [several]  burghis,  to  geve  ansuer  to  the  said  ^^o^^- 
supplicatioun,  and  tha[irfor  the]  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  remittis 
the  samin  to  be  [considerit]  be  the  commissioners  of  boiTowis  to  be  con- 
venit  in  the  [nixt  general]  conventioun. 

5.   The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  [ordains]  thair  generall  clerk  Miaaive,  dukig 
in  their  name  to  wyrt  ane  ansuer  to  my  lord  [Duikis]  graice  his  lettere  k'^^'  ^^®*"^- 
direct  to  thame  anent  maister  Johne  Broun  becaus  of  his  depriuation. 


5  November  1G17. 

6.  Anent   the  mater  of  the  schipping,  the   saids   commissioners  of  Articles  anent 
borrowis  ordanis  the  articles  sett  doun  be  thame  to  be  presentit  to  the  ^*'®  8<-ii»ppinff- 
counsall  of  Edinburgh  to  be  considerit  be  thame,  and  quhat  they  sail  find 
necessary  to  ad  thairto,  and  therefter  to  be  presentit  to  the  lordis  of  his 
Majesteis  secreit  counsall,  and  gif  neid  beis  thair  clerk  to  subscryve  the 

samin. 

7.  Referring  to  the  2  2d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commisaionei-s  Spcir,  compts, 
found  James  S^ir  not  to  be  completely  satisfied  of  the  sums  due  to  him,  con-  naissive. 
tinned  the  hearing  of  his  accounts  till  next  general  convention,  and  in  the  mean- 
time authorised  him  to  continue  in  uplifting  the  impost. 

8.  The  commissioners  delayed  till  next  general  convention  the  hearing  of  the  Cuninghames 
account  of  Thomas  Cunninghame,  fector  of  Campheir,  of  the  impost  granted  for  compta,  mis- 
defraying  of  the  stipends  of  the  ministers  and  readers  there,  and  in  the  meantime 
authorised  tlie  continuance  of  the  uplifting  of  the  impost. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dumfermling.  dumfirme- 

LiNo.  7  July 
h.   T   1      «  x«  ^  ^  1618. 

7  July  1618. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Andro  Scott ;  Perth,  Hendrie  Eldar  ; 
Dimdie,  maister  William  Fergussoun  ;  Abirdene,  George  Nicolsoun ;  Stir- 
ling,    John     Scherare  ;     Lythgow,     Andrew     Bell,     baillie ;     Sanctan- 
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DUMFERME- 

LiNO.  7  July 
1618. 


Citatioun. 
Moderator. 

Hours  of  melt- 
ing. 

Outland  bur- 
geasea  vnf  rie- 
men,  etc.,  pon- 
der, misdve. 

Suspensiounes, 
adyocatiounes, 
miaeiTe. 


ElectiounO) 

magistratofl^ 

Innericethinff, 

Kirkcudbrichti 

miirire. 


droes,  Thomas  Lentronn ;  Glasgow,  Mathow  Turnebull ;  Air,  Johne 
Osbume ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun  ;  Hadingtoun,  George  Hepburne ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb  ;  Montrose,  maister  William  Makene ;  Coupar, 
Dauid  Andersoun  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser  ;  Dumfreis,  Johne 
Corsane  ;  Innemes,  William  Rample ;  Bnmtyland,  William  Miklejohne ; 
Innerkething,  Harie  Kinglas ;  Kinghome,  maister  Robert  Cuninghame  ; 
Brichane,  Johne  Leitch ;  Iruing,  Hew  Scott ;  Elgyne,  maister  Johne 
Hay  ;  Jedburgh,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Kirk- 
cudbrycht,  William  Makclellane ;  Wigtoun,  William  Makgie ;  Pittin- 
weyme,  Walter  Airth ;  Dumfermeling,  master  Thomas  Wardlaw,  Robert 
Aitkyne ;  Dumbartane,  Thomas  Fallisdaill ;  Ranfrew,  William  Sommer- 
vell ;  Lanerik,  Gawin  Blair  ;  Abirbrothok,  be  exemptioun  and  ratifica- 
tioun producit  be  agent ;  Peibles,  William  Eliot ;  Craill,  Thomas  Cun- 
inghame ;  Thayne,  Robert  Munro  ;  Selkirk,  James  Kene  ;  Anstruther 
Wester,  Johne  Tullois;  Culros,  Robert  Forrett;  Dumbar,  George  Purves; 
Bamff,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Quhithome, 
be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Wigtoun ;  Forfar,  producit 
ane  ratificatioun  be  agent ;  Rothesay  (blank)  ;  Innemes,  be  exemptioun 
and  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Rutherglen,  be  exemptioun  producit 
be  agent ;  Northberuick,  George  Baillie  ;  Culane,  James  Ogilvie ;  Naime, 
be  exemptioun  producit  be  agent ;  Lauder,  Mark  Sandersoun ;  Kilrenie, 
be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  be  Anstruther  Eister ;  Annand  (blank)  ; 
Lochmaben  (blank)  ;  Sanchair,  Johne  CarmichaelL 

1>  The  commissioner  of  Dumfermeling  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  Thomas  Wardlaw,    first   in    commission    for    Dumfermling,  constituted 
moderator. 

3.  Act  past  in  terms  similar  to  the  third  act  of  last  general  convention. 

4.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  4th  and  6th  acts  of  last  genera]  con- 
vention. 

6.  Ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  produce  exact  diligence  in  writt  in  publisch- 
ing  and  intimatting  to  thair  inhabitants  the  actes  of  burrowis  maid  anent 
purchessers  of  suspensiounes  and  aduocatiounes  sinistriouslie,  and  in  put- 
ting of  the  same  to  further  executioun,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  vnlaw  of 
tuentie  punds. 

6.  Comperit  the  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Innerkething  and 
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Kirkcudbricht,  and  for  obedience  of  thair  pairt  of  the  fyftein  act  of  the  Dumferme- 

last  generall  cenventioun, producit  the  forme  of  thair  said  elec-  igig*      "^ 

tioun  subscriuit  be  thair  clarkis,  quhilkis  beand  hard  sein  and  considderit  Eiectioune 
be  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  they  find  the  saids  burghs  not  to  magistrates. 
haif  proceidit  formallie  in  thair  saids  electioun,  and  thairfore  to  haif 
incurrit  the  penaltie  con  ten  it  in  the  said  act,  notwithstanding  quhairof  the 
saids  conmiissionei'S  of  borrowis,  in  hoip  of  better  ordour  to  be  keipit  in 
tyme  cuming  be  theme,  and  for  divers  uthers  caussis  mooving  them,  dis- 
penssis  therwith  for  this  present,  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghs  to  produce 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioune  ane  more  formall  extract  of  the  elec- 
tioun of  thair  magistrattes,  counsell,  and  deacones  of  craftis  at  Michaelmes 
nixtocum,  vnder  the  payne  of  fourtie  punds  ilk  burgh,  and  to  proceid 
therintill  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis,  vnder  the 
payne  of  ane  hundreth  punds  ilk  burgh. 

7.  Anent  the  fyftein  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun,   .   .   .   finds  Electioun, 
the  saids  burghs  of  Sanctandroes,  Abirbroth,  Selkirk,  and  Stirling  nocht  ^^^ct-' 
to  haif  satisfiet  thair  pairt  of  the  said  act,  and  thairfore  decemis  theme  audroesj  Abir- 

/»/.«rvi  ii«i  c  1  broth,  Selkirk, 

[m  an  unlaw  of  £20  each,  and  ordams  them  to  conform  to  the  acts  and  Stirling, 
produce  the  form  of  election  at  the  next  general  convention].  m^ve.*^"  * 

8.  Anent  the  17th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  burgh  of  Peibles  Peibles,  com- 
havinff  been  found  "  nocht  to  haif  vsit  thair  dili&cence  thairin,'*  were  unlawed  in  njo^n  lands, 
£lOOrand  the  former  act  was  renewed.  mS.'*'°*' 

9.  Ordanis  of  new  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,   Stirhng,  Sanctandroes,  and  Paice,  bread, 
Dysart    "  to    take    trial    and    report  to  next  convention  anent  the  paice  and  n^ifi^vO' 
Bofficiencie  of  breid." 

10.   Ordanis  the  agent,  as  of  before,  in  thair  names,  to  meyne  to  the  customesat 
lords  of  His  Majesties  secreit  counsell  the  grit  preiudice  and  hurt  sustenit  i^urenoe  ^t^* 
be  ane   grit  number  of  the   inhabitants  of  frie  burrowis,  tredders  with  Serff,  and  St 
wooll,  be  exacting  from  theme  certane  exhorbitant  customes  for  thair  said  missive. 
wooU  at  the  faires  of  St  SerflF,  St  Laurence,  and  St  Bartles  fair,  be  the 
laird  of  Newtown,  Johne  Leith,  in  Hairthill,  and  my  lord  Forbeis,  and 
thair  factors  in  thair  names,  far  exceeding  His  Majesties  customes,  and 
quhat  expenses  salbe  debursit  be  him  thervpone  salbe  allowit  to  him  in 
his  comptes,  and  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  and  Abirdein 
to  concure  with  him  in  persute  thairof,  and  the  agent  to  report  his  dili- 
gence thairanent. 


^ 
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DuMFERMK-  8  July  1618. 

UNO.  8  July 

__J: 11.   The  saids  commissioners  of  burrow  is,  finding  ane  grit  manie  of 

statut,  com-     ^]^q  borrowis  to  send  tbair  commissioners  to  the  conventioun  of  burrowis 
missive.  yeirlie  altogidder  vnexpert  in  their  tounes  effaires,  nor  yit  knowing  quhat 

is  to  be  done  in  the  said  conventiounes,  notwithstanding  of  the  missive 
direct  vnto  them,  nor  haiffing  anie  particular  informatioun  fra  thair  burgh 
in  the  heids  thairof,  quhairby  manie  thinges  ar  vndeliberatlie  and  vnad- 
vysedlie  done  be  thame,  quhilk  fallis  furth  throw  the  negligence  of  the 
magistrattis  of  the  saids  burghis  in  not  meiting  and  consulting  anent  the 
heids  of  the  said  missive  and  in  not  gevin  particular  informatioun  and  in- 
struction n  to  their  commissioners  anent  the  maters  contenit  in  the  said 
missive  ;  for  remeid  quhairof  it  is  statut  and  ordanit  that  ilk  burgh  in  all 
tyme  cuming  sail.,  within  ane  competent  spaice  efter  the  ressaitt  of  the 
said  missive,  convene  in  thair  counsall  and  elect  and  chese  the  most  qualifiet 
persone  within  thair  burgh,  according  to  the  actes  of  burrowis  maid  anent 
commissioneris,  and  cans  reid  and  considder  the  said  missive,  and  sail 
give  thair  best  advyse,  instructioun,  and  particular  informatioun  to  thair 
said  commissioner  in  euerie  heid  thairof  for  decyding  of  the  same,  and  sic 
borrowis  as  salbe  fund  negligent  heirin  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis 
theme  to  incur  ane  vnlaw  of  tuentie  pundis  toties  quoties ;  and  for  better 
observing  heirof  they  ordane  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this 
present  ordinance  to  thair  burrowis  at  thair  homecuming,  and  ilk  burgh 
to  report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in  observing  heirof,  vnder  the  payne  of 
tuentie  punds,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  ilk  missive  in  all  tyme 
cuming. 

12.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  recensing  the  hurt  sustenit 
burgessis,  mis-  be  theme  be  negligence  of  certane  borrowis  quha  sufFeris  sic  of  thair  com- 
"^^  burgessis  as  ar  not  daylie  residents  amongs  theme  to  tred  and  trafficque 

contrare  to  the  actes  of  borrowis  maid  of  before,  for  remeid  thairof,  and 
speciallie  ane  act  of  burrowis  made  at  the  burgh  of  Dysart,  the  1 5  of  Jun  anno 
1593  .  .  .  quhilk  beand  hard  sene  and  considderit  be  the  saids  com- 
missioneris they  of  new  ratifie  and  approve  that  pairt  of  the  said  act 
anent  the  ressaiving  of  burgessis  quha  ar  actuall  residents  within  the 
burgh,  and  that  part  ordaining  the  burgh  quhair  anie  ar  admitted  that 
ar  not  residents,  to  convene  sic   persones    before    theme    and    depryve 
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theme  of  thair  liberties,  or  caus  theme  mak  thair  residence  within  thair    DuNraRME- 
buigh,  vnder  the  payne  foresaid  ;  and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to    leis. 
intimat  this  present  act  to  thair  borrowis  at  thair  home  cuming,  and  ilk  outiand  bur- 
buigh  to  report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in  observing  heirof  to  the  nixt  8^®"**** 
conventioun,  and  that  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  punds,  and  this  to  be 
ane  heid  of  ilk  missive. 

13.  For  not  complyiDg  with  the  14th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the 

burgh  of  Lythgow  was  unlawed  in  £500  and  ordained,  as  formerly,  to  observe  the  tioS^a^s^ 
acts  of  parliament  and  burghs  in  electing  their  mtigistrates.  trattis,  mu- 

14.  Act  similar  to  the  foregoing  passed  with  regard  to  Perth  for  not  com-  p^®* 
plying  with  the  eighth  act  of  last  general  convention.  tioun,  magis- 

15.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  28th  act  of  last  general  convention,  tratte8,mi8aive. 
excepting  that  the  part  referring  to  the  privy  council  is  omitted.  ^^^ban-'- 

ellis  missiTO. 

16.  Anent  the  fourtie  four  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun,  .   .   .  Dumbar, 
reconmiends  that  mater  to  thair  [the  burgh  of  Dunbar's]  cair  and  dili-  ^S^^' 
gence,  and  ordanis  the  magistrattes  of  the  said  burgh  to  attend  diligentlie 
vpone  the  said  fisching  and  caus  guid  ordour  be  obseruit  therat  [and  to 
report  to  next  conventione]. 

17.  Ordanis  the   burghis  that  salbe  appointit  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  Commuwio, 
anent  the  mater  of  the  schipping  to  visite  the  band  gevin  in  be  Johne  Sempiu/ 
Sempill  and  Thomas  Fallisdaill  and  thair  cautioneris  anent  thair  ressaitt  S^v^^' 
and  imployment  of  the  taxatioun  grantit  to  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane  for 
salving  therof  fira  the  violence  and  invndatioun  of  the  water  of  Levin,  and 

gif  they  sail  find  no  difficultie  in  restoring  to  theme  of  thair  said  band,  in- 
respect  thair  comptes  ar  alredy  fittit,  to  geve  warrand  to  thair  generall 
clerk  for  delyverance  to  the  saids  persounes  of  thair  said  band. 

1 8.  Ordanis  the  burgh   of  Renfrew,  with  consent  of  thair  present  Renfrew,  m- 
commissioner  to  caus  James  and  Robert  Carbraithes,  [and  eight  others,]  miLive.  ^^ 
thair  allegit  burgessis,  buith   keiparis,  and  trafficqucrs  in  Kilmacolme, 
Grinock,  and  vtheris  vnfrie  plaices,  mak  thair  residence  within  thair  said 

burgh,  and  sic  of  theme  as  ar  not  thair  burgessis  and  treds  within  the 
liberties  of  thair  saids  burghs  to  rais  letteres  and  chairges  in  causing  of 
theme  to  find  cautioun  to  desist  frome  vsurping  the  liberties  of  the  frie 
borrowis,  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  concur  and  assit  with  theme. 

19.  Anent  the  56th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  [the  commis-  ^ppHcatioun. 
sioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Glasgow  and  Renfrew]  to  send  their  com-  oiaa^fow,  Ken- 

„  frew,  miMive. 
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DuNFERME-    missioners  sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  bor- 

1618'.      ^  ^   rowis  with  thair  richtis  and  securities,  with   certifieatioun  to  theme  the 

borrowis  will  proceid  and  minister  iustice  as  accords  of  the  law ;  and  ilk 

biirgh    to   send   thair  commissioneris    sufficientlie    instructit    to    decyid 

thairin. 

Irwjng,  vnfre  20.  The   commissioners,    "  as   of  before,"   ordained  the  burgh   of   Irwyng 

sive    "'  ™'*    ^   insist  in  their  proceedings  against  three  unfi*ee  traders  indwellera  in  Kil- 

mannock. 
^po^>  ^^'^'         21.  Referring  to  the  21st  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  cdmmissioners 
tio,  Broun        ratified  and  approved  of  the  act  of  deprivation  of  Johne  Broun  passed  by  the 
depryuit.  commissioners  who  met  at  Edinburgh  in  November  1617. 

Kirkcud-  22.  In  terms  of  the  25th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 

moun  land™      Kirkcudbright  produced  a  testimonial  shewing  that  there  is  yet  two  years  to  run 
miaaive.  of  the  tacks  of  the  Borelands.     As  formerly  the  burgh  was  required  to  report 

diligence  to  next  general  convention. 

Kirkcnd-  23.  For  obodience  of  the  26  act  of  last  generall  conventioun,  [the 

tredders,  mia-  Commissioner  of  Kirkcudbright  produced  a  decree  of  court  depriving  two 
"^®'  indwellers  of  MoniegofF  of  the  liberties  of  the  burgh  for  not  making  resi- 

dence, which  was  accepted]  for  diligence  at  this  tyme,  and  ordanis  the 
said  burgh  to  vse  forder  diligence  against  the  saids  persounes  in  causing 
theme  find  cautioun  to  desist  frome  vsurping  the  liberties  of  the  frie  bor- 
rowis, and  the  agent  to  concur  and  assist  with  theme,  and  the  said  burgh 
to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  conventioun  vnder  the  payne 
of  tuentie  pundis ;  as  also  ordanes  the  said  burgh  to  vse  lyk  diligence 
against  certane  vtheris  thair  depryvit  burgessis,  and  to  produce  the  samin 
to  the  nixt  conveatioun  vnder  the  payne  foresaid,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid 
of  the  nixt  missiwe. 

SupplicatiouD,         24.  Anent  the  4th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  in 
SSt*'  ^^        November  last,  the  commissioners  refused  the  supplication  of  Mr  Johne  Broun 
craving  consideration  for  certain  charges  disbursed  by  him. 

* 

9  Jvly  1618. 

Speir,  impoMt,  25.  Anent  the  37th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Thomas  Speir  produced 

J^^»  bis  accounts  fi-om  which  it  appeared  that  from  1  July  1617  to  1   July  1618 

there  was  collected  the  sum  of  330  franks  5  sous  6  dynneirs,  which  being  de- 
ducted from  414  franks  6  dynneirs,  resting  owing  last  year,  left  due  to  Speir  83 
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franks  18  sous  4  denneireSy  with  8  franks  for  interest,  extending  in  all  in  Scottis    I>unf£iuie- 
money,  allowing  £1  6s.  8d.  for  the  frank,  to  £1 22  1  Ss.  4d.  with  £80  for  ingathering    jeis*      ^  ^ 

the  impost,  amounting  together  to  £202  13s.  4d.     By  act  26  of  this  convention  

the  oomnussioners  provided  for  payment  of  this  sum,  and  on  the  other  hand 
Thomas  Speir  discharged  the  burghs  of  all  claims  he  had  against  them. 

26.  Juient  the  7th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  on  James  Spein, 
5th  November  last,  James  Speir  produced  two  years  accounts  to  1st  instant  of  jj^^g^ 
his  collection  of  the  impost  therein  referred  to.    The  sums  collected  amounted  to  Flanderu. 
£330  4s.  lOd.  Flemish  money,  the  bui^hs  owed  Speir  £273  lis.  4d.,  and  this 

being  paid  there  was  left  due  by  him  to  the  bui^hs  the  sum  of  £56  1 3s.  6d.,  out 
of  which  he  was  ordained  to  make  payment  to  Thomas  Speir  of  the  sum  of 
£202  1 3s.  4d.  Scots  mentioned  in  the  immediately  preceding  act,  and  to  retain  the 
balance.  "  And  for  farder  recompence  of  this  last  yeires  annual  rent  of  the  soumes 
of  money  restan  a  wand  vnpayit  to  him  before  the  first  of  Julii  1617,  and  in  con- 
sideratione  of  his  lossis  and  grit  travayles  that  he  hes  had  in  ingathering  of  the 
said  impost,  and  in  recompence  and  compleit  payment  of  all  soumes  of  money 
that  the  said  James  can  ask  or  craive  of  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  or 
thair  successouris,  for  quhatsumevir  soumes  debursit  be  him  for  the  caussiH  fore- 
said, the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  James  to  continuw  in 
yplifting  of  the  said  impost  to  the  first  of  August  nixt''  In  considei-ation  of 
these  stipulations  Speir  discharged  the  burghs  of  all  sums  due  by  them  to  him. 

27.  [Anent  the  29th  a<;t  of  last  general  convention  ordaining  Andro  Forret, 
Ferret,  burgess  of  St  Andrews,  to  produce  the  accounts  of  his  intromis-  muluo!' 
sion  with  the  impost  granted  to  him  for  defraying  his  charges  in  obtain- 
ing and  publishing  His  Majesties  letters  patents  in  favor  of  mcrchauts 
traffickeis  in  England  and  Ireland,  the  commissioner  of  St  Andrews  pro- 
duced a  letter  frx)m  him  desiring  the  commissioners  to  "  excuse  his 
absence  for  this  tyme,  inrespect  of  his  absence  in  Yrcland   quhairin  he 

was  imployet  in  pubUcatioun  of  the  saids  letteres."  The  commissioners 
appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Kirkcaldie,  Dysart, 
Bruntyland,  Culros,  Ljrthgow,  Stirling,  Anstmther  Eister,  and  Sauctaii- 
droes  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  1st  November,  with  full  power  to  ex- 
amine Ferrets  accounts,  "  to  tryo  his  diligence  anent  the  publisching 
of  the  saids  patents,''  and  to  dispose  of  a  complaint  against  him  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Kirkcaldie.  Instructions  were  also  appointed  to  be  given 
to  Mr  Patrik  Hammiltoun,  agent,  to  cause  publication  of  the  letters  be 
made  at  all  requisite  parts.] 

28.  Anent  the  complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghome  contrare  the  Kinffhome 
buigh  of  Bruntyland,  for  not  suffering  of  thair  nichtboures  to  transport  y^nd)  m?Mhe. 
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DuNFERME-    passingers    furth  of  thair  burgh  as  frielie  as  they  doe  in  Leith,  ordanis 

1618!        *    the  said  burgh  of  Bruntyland  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  in- 

Kinghorne,       structit  with  thair  rychtis  and  securities  to  ansuer  in  the  said  maiter  to 

yiai^   ^^*"   ^^®  ^^^^  generall  conventioun   of  borrowis,  with  certificatioun   giflF  they 

failyie  the  saids  borrowis  will  proceid  and   minister  iustice  in  the  said 

mater  according  to  equitie. 

10  July  1618. 

Cuiane,  eiec-  29.  Aueut  the   23d  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis 

trats,  statut,     .   .   .  comperit  George  Nicolsoun,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Abir- 
gessis,  rentail,  dein,     and       for    himselfF,    and    in    name    of   the    burghs    of   Elgyne 
commoun        ^^^    BamfF,    declairit    that,    for    obedience    of   the    said    act    and    ac- 
cording to   the   commissioun   contenit   thairin,    the   saids  borrowis   had 
directit  thair  commissioners  to  the  said  toun  to  the  effect  foresaid,  and 
haiffing  mett  and  convenit    at   the    said   burgh  vpone  the   29   day  of 
Apryle  last  and  conferrit  with  the  baillies  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh 
in  the  said  mater  sua  far  as  they  could  vnderstand,  efter  long  conference 
with  the  saids  baillies  and  counsall  theranent,  they  fand  the  decay  of  the 
said  burgh  to  arryse  vpone  the  particular  disorders  following : — First, — 
That  the  magistrattis,  counsell,  and  sutch  as  buir  office  in  the  said  toun, 
war  not  chosen  of  actuall  residentaris  within  the  said  toun,  bot  of  sutch 
as  duelt  outwith  the   burgh,  and  quha  could  not  nor  did  not  conveyne 
this  longe  tyme  bypast  for  handling  of  the  effaires  of  the  said  burgh,  nor 
for  administratioun  of  iustice   amangs  the   inhabitants   thairof.      Item, 
That  thair  haill  commoun  lands  wes  gevin  out  to  sick  as  wer  not  actuall 
induellers  within  thair  said  burgh  and  Dane  or  littill  dewtie  payit  thairfor 
nor  enteressis  thairfore   taiken  vp,  far  contrare  to  the  conditioun  of  the 
infeftment  of  the  said  burgh,  and  that  thair  mairches  and  limittis  ar  at  na 
tyme  perambulat,  bot  vsurpit  be  sindrie  of  thair  nichtboures  without  anie 
gajmestanding.      /fern.  That  thair  is  na  innes  nor  houssis  for  ressett  of 
straingers,  nor  ane  wairdhous  for  keiping  and  punisching  of  malefac- 
touris.      Quhilk  beand  hard  and  considerit  be  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  they  accept  for  diligence  on  the  pairt  of  the  saids  burghis  of 
Abirdein,  Bamff  and  Elgyne.     And  forsieing  the  imminent  dainger  of  the 
mine  and  decay  of  the  said  burgh,  and  for  preventing  of  the  samin  in 
tymes  cuming,  hes,  for  remeid  thairof,  ordanit  that  the  said  burgh  sail 
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in  all  tyme  cuming,  and  speciallie  at  the  feist  of  Micliaelmes  nixtocum,  Dunfermi- 
elect  and  cheise  thair  magistrats,  counsell  and  ofSceris,  of  sic  persounes  b&  leis! 
ar  actuall  residents  within  thair  said  burgh,  beiring  portabill  chairges  cukuae! 
within  the  samin,  and  proceid  in  thair  said  electioun  according  to  the 
actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis  and  that  thai  call  and  conveyne  before 
theme^  betuix  and  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  sic  of  thair  burgessis 
as  remaynes  outwith  thair  said  burgh  and  cans  theme  ather  mak 
thair  residence  within  their  said  burgh  or  depryve  theme  of  the  liber- 
ties thairof  and  of  all  benefeit  they  enjoy  be  the  said  fredome ;  as 
also  to  cans  roup  thair  commoun  guid  and  commoun  lands  and  putt 
the  samin  to  the  hiest  availl,  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament 
and  borrowis,  and  sail  nather  sell,  dispone,  or  sett  in  few  or  in  talc 
anie  of  the  saids  lands  before  the  nixt  conventioun,  and  present  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  ane  perfyte  rentall  of  the 
samin,  weill  employet,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  vnlaw  of  ane  hundreth 
pundis  to  be  payit  to  the  borrowis  ;  and  for  better  decorement  of  thair 
burgh  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  big  ane  tolbuith  and  wairdhous  for 
keiping  and  punishing  of  malefactouris  ;  and  to  haif  sufficient  innys 
for  ressett  of  the  Kings  lieges,  according  to  thair  habilitie.  And  or- 
danis the  said  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  in  observing  and  ful- 
filling the  haill  premissis  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  as 
penultie  liquidat  for  ilk  failyie,  with  consent  of  thair  present  commis- 
sioner ;  and  in  houp  of  amendement,  and  vpone  requeist  of  thair 
minister,  they  continew  the  vplifting  of  the  vnlaw  of  ane  hundreth 
punds  incurrit  be  theme  for  not  electing  of  thair  magistrats  and 
counsell  at  Michaelmes  last  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and 
borrowis  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis.  And  this  to  be 
ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

30.  Anent  the  24  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun,  ....  com-  ocreit,  Dum- 
perit  Robert  Aitkyn,  commissioner  for  the  said  burgh  of  Dumfermeling,  *""  ^^' 
and  for  obedience  of  the  said  act  producit  the  forme  of  thair  electioun  at 
the  feist  of  Michaelmes  last,  quhilk  beand  sene  and  considderit  be  the 
saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  they  find  the  said  burgh  to  haif  trans- 
gressit  the  forme  prescryuit  in  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis  maid 
anent  the  electioun  of  magistrattis  within  burgh,  in  electing  of  ane  of 
thair  baillies  and  vther  thair  officers  of  craftismen  expres  contrare  the  saids 
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DuMPERME-  actes,  and  thairfore  decernis  theme  in  the  said  vnlaw  of  fyve  hundreth 
16?8.  ^  ^  pundis,  as  also  in  ane  vnlaw  of  ane  hundreth  punds  incurrit  be  theme 
Decreit  Dum-  ^^  before  for  the  lyk  cans  at  Michaelmes  1 61  6,  and  ordanis  the  said 
fermeiing.  burgh  to  conforme  thair  electioun  in  all  tyme  therefter  and  in  speciall  at 
Michaelmes  nixtocum  to  the  saids  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis  vnder 
the  payne  of  fyve  hundreth  punds,  and  to  produce  the  forme  thairof  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the 
nixt  missive.  Quhilk  sentence  and  decreit  abone  written  being  intimat 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  be  thair  said  commissioner,  comperit 
personalie,  in  presens  of  the  saids  commissioners,  Peter  Law,  dene  of 
gild  of  the  said  burgh,  James  Reid,  [and  nine  others,]  merchands  and  gild- 
brether  of  the  said  burgh,  for  themselffes  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
remanent  merchands  and  gildbrether  of  the  samin,  and  takand  the  bur- 
dein  on  theme  for  the  haill  estaitt  of  the  merchand  gildbrether  of  the 
said  burgh  ;  as  lykways,  comperit  Patrik  TurnebuU,  baxter,  present  baillie, 
Andro  Bennett,  [and  seven  others,]  craftismen,  for  theme  selffis  and  in 
name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  deacones,  craftismen,  and  burgessis  of 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  takand  the  burdein  vpone  theme  for  the  haill 
bodie  of  the  craftis  within  the  said  burgh,  and  acknowledgit  that  they 
had  violatit  and  transgressit  the  saids  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis  in 
thair  said  electioun  and  all  vtheris  electiounes  preceiding,  and  had  not 
conformit  themeselffis  thairto,  and  thairfore  baith  the  saids  pairties  wer 
content  to  be  reformit  and  to  observe  quhatsumeuir  forme  of  electioun  it 
sould  pleis  the  present  commissioners  of  burrowis  to  prescryve  in  all  tyme 
cuming,  and  of  thair  awin  frie  willis  referrit,  si/mpliciterj  the  forme  and 
maner  of  the  electioun  of  the  magistraits  and  counsell  to  the  saids  com- 
missioneris  ;  ...  as  lykwayes,  hes  submittit  all  questiounes  and  con- 
traversies  presentlie  depending  betuixt  thame  anent  the  said  electioun 
and  thair  libertie  of  the  burgh,  and  faithfuUie  promisit  be  thair  grit  aithes 
to  abyde  and  vnderlye  quhatsumeuir  the  saids  borrowis  sould  determyne 
thairanent  and  sould  observe  the  samin  inviolablie,  but  anie  gaynecalling, 
and  without  anie  grudge  on  ather  syid,  and  thairfor  desyrit  the  saids 
vnlawis  to  be  remittit  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  haiffing 
hard,  sein,  and  considderit  the  richtes,  ressounes,  and  allegatiounes  of 
baith  the  saids  pairties,  and  lykways,  considdering  and  pondering  the 
present  estait  of  the  said  burgh,  and  that  thair  hes  divers   seditiounes, 
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tumults,  and  vproares  fallen  furth  of  before  betuixt  baith  the  saids  pairties    dumferme- 
vpone  the  electioun  of  thair  saids  magistrattis,  and  that  the  said  ques-  igig.*       "  ^ 
tioun  hes  intertynneit  grit  haittred  and  seditioun  amongs  theme,  quherby  Decreit  Dum- 
thair  said  burgh  hes  not  bene  weill  governit  in  tymes  bypast,  contrare  to  fermeiine. 
all  guid  ordour,  and  to  the  euill  exemple  of  vtheris ;  and  the  saidis  com- 
missioneris  of  burrowis  vpone  the  cair  and  speciall  regaird  that  thai  haif 
that    all  confusioun   within  the   said  burgh,  haittred  and   euill  ordour 
amongs  thair  inhabitants   sould  be  taiken  away  and  extinguished,  and 
that  guid  ordour  and  policie  sould  be  mantenit  within  the  samin,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  thairof  sould  leive  in  mutuall  peace  and  concord  each 
one  with  ane  vther  in  all  tymes  heireftir,  hes  decemit,  delyverit,  statut 
and  ordanit,  lyk  as  they  be  the  tennor  heirof  decernis,  delyveris,  statuttis 
and   ordanis   that  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  and 
counsell  salbe  in  all  tyme  cuming  in  manor  following,  viz.,  that  thair  haill 
magistrattis  and  counsell  sould  consist  of  the  number  of  sextein  persounes 
quhairof  nyne  merchands  and  sevin  craftismen,  oflF  the  quhilk  number  of 
nyne  merchands  thair  salbe  chosen  the  proueist  for  the  yeir  to  cum,  tua 
baHlies,  dene  of  gild,  and  thesaurer,  and  ordanis  the  present  counsell  to 
elect  and  cheise  the  saidis  persounes,  and  in  all  tymes  thereftir  the  aid 
counsell  to  cheise  the  new,  and  therefter  the  aid  counsell  and  the  new, 
consisting  ilk  ane  of  theme  of  the  number  of  persounes  abouevrittin  to 
conveine  yeirlie  at  thair  ordinarie  tyme  of  electioun  and  cheise  and  elect 
the  saids  magistrattis,  baillies,  and  vther  officeres  of  burgh,  quha  sail  beir 
reull  for   the  yeir  to  cum ;  and  anent  the  questionnes  concerning  the 
liberties  of  baith  the  saids  pairties,  ordanis  the  dene  of  gild  of  this  burgh 
in  all  tymes  cuming  to  admitt  and  ressaive  the  present  craftismen  of 
this  burgh  and  thair  aires   and   bairns  into  thair  fraternitie  of  gildrie 
gratis,  without  paying  of  anie  dewtie  thairfore,  they  being  qualifiet  and 
knowin  to  be  worth  the  soum  of  thrie  hundreth  merkis  money  at  leist 
and  leiving  of  and  over  gevin  thair  craft,  quhairvnto  it  sail  not  be  lesum 
^  to  thame  to  retume,  thai  being  anes  ressauit  and  admittit  into  the  num- 
ber of  the  said  gild  brother,  except  thai  renunce  thair  said  fredome  or 
gildrie  ;  as  lykwayes  it  is  declairit  and  ordanit  that  it  is  sail  nocht  be 
lesum  to  the  saids  gild  brother  to  vse  and  exerce  anie  craft,  except  he 
first  renunce  his  friedome  of  gildrie  and  be  ressauit  and  admitted  friemen 
amongs  the  saids  craftis ;  as  also  it  is  ordainit  and  declairit  that  it  salbe 
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DuMFKRME-  lesum  to  the  saids  craftismen,  being  only  burgessis  of  the  said  burgh  and 
1618.  ^  ^  not  of  the  number  of  the  ^ildrie,  to  tred  and  trafficque  with  all  Scottis 
Decreit  Dum-  waires,  sic  as  wooll,  clo'ath,  both  linning  and  wollen  maid  within  the 
fermeiing.  cuntrey,  buttoF,  cheis,  and  all  vther  waires  of  the  lyik  nature,  not  being 
staiple  guids,  and  to  top  and  sell  the  samin  at  thair  plesoure,  and  to  hald 
buithes  to  that  effect  as  they  sail  think  expedient,  provyding  alwayes 
they  doe  not  tred  with  forayne  merchandices,  nor  transport  the  saids 
Scottis  waires  out  of  the  cuntrey,  and  dischairges  the  magistrattis  and 
deine  of  gild  and  all  vtheris  officeris  of  the  said  burgh  frome  stopping  or 
impeding  theme  frome  tredding  and  trafficquing  in  maner  foresaid  ;  and 
farder  declaires  that  the  dene  of  gild  and  thesaurer  salbe  haldin  to  mak 
yeirlie  compt  of  thair  resettis  dew  to  be  ressauit  be  ather  of  theme,  and 
for  heiring  and  futting  of  thair  comptis  ordains  the  said  counsell  to  elect 
and  cheis  four  of  the  most  qualifiet  of  the  saids  merchands  and  four  of  the 
craftismen,  with  the  magistrattis,  to  be  auditours  of  the  samin,  and  lyk- 
wayis  ordanis  that  in  caice  it  sail  happin  anie  barks  or  ships  laidnit  with 
timber  perteining  to  strangeris  to  arryve  at  the  Lymekill  that  it  sail  be 
als  lesum  to  the  craftismen  of  the  said  burgh  to  buye  the  samin  to  his 
awin  privie  vse,  not  to  be  toppit  agayne  be  him  as  to  anie  merchand  or 
gild  brother  of  the  samin,  and  in  caice  ayther  of  theme  salhappin  to  blok 
with  the  said  stranger  and  buye  the  samin  in  haill  frome  the  said 
strainger  efter  his  arryvayle  at  the  said  plaice,  in  that  caice  it  is  ordanit 
that  the  magistrattis  sail,  according  to  the  necessitie  of  euerie  persoun, 
distribut  the  samin  amongs  theme  of  the  same  pryce  thai  wer  coft  on, 
and  to  euerie  craftis  man  awin  priuat  vse  allanerlie  ;  and  farder  it  is 
ordaint  that  it  salbe  lesum  to  the  saids  craftismen  to  buye  all  sorts  of 
waires  in  anie  plaice  within  the  kingdome  of  quhatsumeuir  nature  belong- 
ing alwayes  to  thair  craft  to  be  wrocht  be  thame  and  sauld  furth  agayne 
in  maid  work  and  vtherwayes ;  and  als  the  said  commissioneris  declaires 
sic  craftismen  as  hes  or  sail  renunce  and  overgive  thair  craft  and  is  or  salbe 
ressauit  in  the  fratemitie  of  gildrie  salbe  capabill  of  the  office  of  bailliarrie 
within  the  said  burgh  or  anie  vther  office  within  the  samin  ;  and,  last, 
decemis  and  ordanis  the  saids  gild  brether  and  deacones  of  craftis  and  thair 
successouris  to  leive  and  continew  in  anefald  freindship,  guid  nichtbur- 
heid  and  societie  in  all  tymes  cum  ing  as  members  of  one  body  imploying 
thair  haiil  wittis  to  the  guid  govemement  of  thair  burgh  and  reuling  of 
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thair  commouu  effaires,  to  the  cx)mmo(litie  thairof  and  to  the  weill  of  tlie  uNollo'juiy 

inhabitants  of  the  samin  in  all  tyme  thaireftir.    And  baith  the  saids  pairties  ^^^^- 

comperand,  and  talkand  the  burdein  vpone  theme  as  said  is,  band  and  Decroit,  Dum- 
obleist  theme  bxhSl  thair  successouris  to  keip  and  fulfill  the  haill  premissis  ^"^*^  ^' 
abone  vrittin  in  all  tyme  ciiming,  vnder  the  payne  of  four  thousand 
merkis  to  be  payit  be  the  pairtie  contravenar  of  this  present  act  and  ordi- 
nance for  ilk  failzie  thairof,  the  ane  half  thairof  to  the  borrowis  and  the 
vther  half  to  the  pairtie  keiper  and  observer,  and  in  taiking  of  thair  wil- 
lingnes,  and  that  they  ar  content  of  the  delyverance  abone  writtin  they 
haif  subscriuit  the  samin  with  thair  hands,  and  the  saids  borrowis 
declaires  the  said  forme  of  the  electioun  prescryuit  in  this  present  act  not 
to  be  vsit  as  ane  preparative  amongs  vthers  borrowis  in  respect  the  same 
is  sett  doun  vpone  the  consideratioun  of  the  necessitie  of  the  present 
estait  of  the  said  burgh  ;  for  the  quhilkis  caussis  the  saids  borrowis  lies 
remititt  and  be  thir  presents  remittis  to  the  said  burgh  the  saids  vnlaw 
incurrit  be  theme  of  before  in  not  electing  of  thair  magistrats  conforme  to 
the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis;  and  as  concerning  the  present 
form  of  election  of  the  magistrats  of  the  said  burgh  thai  ordayne  tlie  sam 
to  remayn  till  the  nixt  electioun  at  Michaelmes  nixt  allanerlio  and  na 
langer,  and  dispenssis  for  thair  pairt  with  the  saids  actes  maid  in  the 
contrare  thairof,  and  as  of  before  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  send  with 
thair  commissioneris  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  the 
forme  of  thair  electioun  at  Michaelmes  nixtocum  and  to  proceid  thairin 
in  maner  foresaid,  as  also  to  produce  thair  diligence  in  observing  the  pre- 
missis, and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive.  And  forder  the 
commissioners  present  declaires  that,  notwithstanding  the  claus  abone 
writtin  ordaning  that  at  the  electioun  of  the  magistrats  thair  sail  convein 
yeirlie  at  the  ordinarie  tymes  the  aid  and  new  counsall,  consisting  ilk  ane 
of  thame  of  the  number  of  1 6  persouns  of  the  qualitie  abone  writtin, 
that  at  the  said  electioun,  for  the  bettir  peace  and  concord  amongs  thame, 
and  with  both  thair  awin  consentis,  thair  salbe  equalitie  of  vots  betuixt 
the  gild  brether  and  craftismen  in  the  said  electioun  allanerlie,  reserving 
to  the  proveist  of  the  said  burgh  for  the  tyme  his  awin  plaice  in  vetting ; 
and  this  claus  to  be  nawayes  ane  preparative  amongs  the  rest  of  the 
borrowis  nor  preiudiciall  to  the  forme  of  electioun  prcscr}aiit  be  the  saids 
actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis. 

I 
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DuNFERME-  31.  Anent  the  8th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  in 

16^8  November  last,  David  Aikenheid,  commissioner    of  Edinburgh,  produced    the 

-; — \ accounts  of  Thomas  Cunninghame,  factor  in  Campheir,  collector  of  the  im|K)st 

hames^^  granted  for  payment  of  the  stipend  of  the  minister  there.     The  sum  collected 

comptes,  from  30  A  prill  616  to  30  April  1617  extended  to  £212  10  s.,  Flemish,  and 

missive,  £j.^jj^  ^^^  j^^^j.  ^^^g  ^  20  April  1618   to  £164   18  s.,  grit.       The  discharge 

for  the  first  year  extended  to  £212  10  s.,  grit,  and  for  the  second  to  £167 
Flemish,  making  together  £379 10  s.,  from  which  there  were  deducted  £21 13  s.  4  d., 
fees  charged  for  collection  but  not  allowed,  and  42  s.  due  in  last  accounts,  leav- 
ing £l9  11s.  4d.  due  by  the  collector  who  was  instructed  to  continue  uplifting  the 
impost  till  next  convention.  "  As  also  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
wryte  to  the  conservatour  deput,  willing  and  desyring  him  in  thair  names 
to  conveyne  the  rest  of  the  factouris  thair,  and  they  to  apoint  ane  of  thair  awin 
number  for  ingathering  of  the  said  impost,  considering  that  they  rype  the  onlie 
benefeit  of  the  said  minister,  and  at  his  planting  thai  wer  willing  that  ane  col- 
lectour  sould  be  appointit  out  of  thair  said  number.'' 

Commissio,  32.   Comperit  Dauid  Aikinheid  and  Andre  Scott,  commissioners  for 

etc.%n^^t  the  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  declairit  that  the  lords  of  his  majesties 
schipping.  secreit  counsell  had  convenit  before  theme  the  magistrattis  of  the  said 
burgh  and  had  showen  vnto  theme  that  his  Majesties  will  was  that  the 
proclamatioun  craivit  to  be  maid  inhibiting  anie  commodities  or  merchan- 
dices  of  this  realme  to  be  laidint  in  forane  boddumes,  sua  lang  as  oure 
awin  remaynit  vnfrauchtit,  sould  be  estaiblishit,  notwithstanding  of  the 
ressounes  vsit  be  the  saids  bono  wis  at  the  last  particular  conventioun 
haldin  at  Edinburgh  in  November  last,  and  sent  to  his  Majestic  be  the 
lords  of  secreit  counsall  gif  no  gritter  impediment  or  ressoun  could  be 
shawin  in  the  contrare,  and  that  the  saids  lords  had  continewit  thair  ansuer 
to  the  dissolving  of  this  present  conventioun  ;  and  the  saids  commis- 
sioners of  borrowis  haiffing  ryplie  advysit  how  neirlie  the  same  does  con- 
ceme  the  standing  of  thair  estait,  they  give  thair  full  power  and  commis- 
sioun  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Air,  Munros,  Haddingtoun,  Coupar,  Dumfreis, 
Kirkcudbricht  and  Dysart  to  meitt  and  conveyne  at  the  said  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  the  13  day  of  this  instant,  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  to 
treat,  ressoun,  vote,  and  conclud  anent  the  mater  of  shipping ;  and  in 
thair  names  to  show  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  counsell  the  particular 
hurts  that  the  haill  cuntrey  sail  sustein  to  the  decay  of  navigatioun 
within  the  samin,  far  by  his  Majesties  guid  intention,  if  the  said  procla- 


„  mis- 
sive. 
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matioun  sail  goe  on  and  be  estaiblishit,  and  thairfore  to  desyre  t)ie  re-  Dunferme- 
calling   thairof.      And,  siclyik,  anent  the   supplicatioun   gevin  in  be  the  leis. 
burgh  of  Wigtoun,  craiving  support  for  prosequutting  the  actioun  betuixt  SuppUcatioun 
theme  and  the  burgh  of  Stranrawer,  the  saids  commissioneris  gevis  thair  ^|^^"  ^"P" 
full  power  and  commissioun  to  the  saids  borrowis  to  advyse  and  deliberat 
vpone  the  best  way  for  prosequutting  of  the  said  actioun  and  supplieing 
of  the  said  burgh  of  Wigtoun  to  that  eflfect,  as  also  anent  the  complaint 
of  George  Purves  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  against  Joseph  Rn™b^|^^id 
Marjoriebanks  and  his  pertineris  for  exacting  of  theme  ten  s.  of  ilk  barrell  henng 
reid  hering  and  imposit  be  the  saids  borrowis,  and  continewit  to  this  pre- 
sent conventioun ;   baith  the  saids  pairties  comperand,  the  saids  burroues 
remittis  the   samin  to   the  said   particular  conventioun  to  be  haldin  at 
Edinburgh  the  said  13  day  of  this   instant   be   the   commissioners  than 
convenand,  to  quhome  the  present  commissioneris  gevis  thair  full  power 
and  commissioun  to  doe,  vse,  and  exerce  all  and  quhatsumeuir  this  present 
conventioun  mycht  doe  in  the  said  mater  thameselffis,  forme  and  staible 
haldin  and  for  to  hald  quhatsumeuir  thei  sail  doe  in  the  premissis ;  and 
ordains  the  burgh  of  Dumbar,  with  consent  of  the  present  commissioner, 
to  send   thair  commissioner   sufficientlie   instructed  with  full  power  to 
deall  in  the  said  mater,  to  meit  and  conveyne  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh with  the  saids  borrowis  the  fourtein  of  this  instant ;  and  ordains  the 
saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  anent  the  premissis  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  burrowis,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt 
missive. 

33.  The  commissioners  consented  to  the  admission  of  Thomas  Ewing  as  a  Ewing  factor. 
factor  for  the  nation  at  the  town  of  Campheir. 

34.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Dunfermling,  Bnintyland,  ce^me^r- 
Gnlrose,  Kinghome,  Kirkcaldie,  and    Dysart  to  send  commissioners  to  Inner-  rowis,  Inner- 
kething  to  take  trial  regarding  ''  the  grit  abuses  committit  in  the  govemament  and  fe\^"^^  '^"" 
bestowing  of  the  commoun  guid  *'  of  that  burgh.  guid  missiwo. 

35.  With   regard  to  the  supplications  mentioned  in  the  37th  act  of  last  Suppiica- 
generall  convention,  and  also   to  those  of  Culros  and  Northberuick  for  help  to  horae^^Had^^ 
the  reparation  of  their  decayed  harbours,  the  commissioners  gave  same  instruc-  dingtoun  An- 
tions  as  last  year,  "  and  ordains  the  burghs  nixt  adjacent  to  visite  the  neoessitie  w^terVittin- 
of  the  saids  borrowis  and  to  mak  report  to  the  nixt  conventioun."  weymo,  Culros, 

36.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Muntros,  Dumfreis,  Innemes,  Bamff,   Forfare,  ^nt*^^!*'^* 
Forres,  Nairn,  Lawder,  Annan,  Lochmaben,  to  send  to  next  convention  their  innorkething 
parts  of  the  sum  gi*anted  to  Innerkething  for  repair  of  their  harbour.  U"  ^^  missiwe. 
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iTNQ™o^July         ^^'  "^^^  commissioners  gave  power  to  the  burghs    appointed  to  conveyne 

lOlS. anent  the  shipping  to  confer  with  §ir  William  Seytoun  "  anent  the  overtui-es 

Sir  William      to  be  proponit  be  him  anent  the  mater  of  the  horssis  of  rela." 

ho^8°'fre-  ^^  "^^   ^^®   earnest  desire  of  the  commissioner  of    Peibles,   the  uplifting 

law,  missiwe.    of  the  unlaw   mentioned    in   act    8    of  this    convention    continued    till    next 

Poiblis,  vnlaw,  year. 

missiwe.    '  ^^-     Each    burgh   ordained    to    send    to    next    convention   their    shares 

Hupplicationn,  of   £249    6s.    8d.    disbursed    by   the   agent   in   the   common   affairs   of    the 

i^'^h'es  8d  ^"""g^s- 

borrowis,  mis-  40.     Granted   licence  to  the  burghs  of   Thayne,    Sanquhair,  and   Irwyng 

■*^®-  to    i^emain    from    all    general    conventions    for    three   years,    on    the   usual 

?iihair,  and 
"T«®-  41.   Anent  the  supplicatioun  of  the  burgh  of  Coupar,  craiving  support 

suppoi^  *°'  for  repairing  of  thair  burgh  quhilk  is  becum  in  ane  maner  desolate  throw 
Coupar.  ^\^Q  accident  of  fyre,  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the 

burghis   quha  hes   not  gevin   thair  voluntar  contributioun  to  the  said 
burgh  betuixt  and  Mertymes  nixt  to  send  the  samin  to  theme,  and  re- 
commends the  consideratioun  of  the  necessitie  of  the  said  burgh  to  thair 
godlie  cheritie. 
Suppiicatio,  42.  Anent   the  supplicatioun  of  the   burgh  of  Anstruther  Wester, 

Wester,  im-  craiving  licence  to  impetrat  of  oure  Soverayne  liord  ane  impoist  of  all 
POTMw)n-  guids  importit  or  exportit  within  thair  herberie,  comperit  the  coramis- 
missiwe.  sioner  of  Anstruther  Eister,  and  in  name  of  thair  said  burgh  desyrit  to  be 

hard  in  the  said  mater,  quhairfor  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  con- 
tinewis  thair  ansuer  thairto,  and  ordanis  [the  burghs  to  send  their  com- 
missioner to  next  convention  sufficiently  instructed  to  decide.] 

Selkirk,  yiilaw         43^  Continued  till  next  conventioun  the  upliftinir  of  the  unlaw  incurred  by 
Selkirk  for  non-production  of  the  form  of  election  of  their  magistrates. 

11  July  1618. 

VnlawiB,  St  44.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  uplifting  of  the  unlaws  in- 

AndrojM,  Stir-  cmred  by  St  Androes  and  Stirling  for  not  producing  the  form  of  their  elections, 
Bmhen,  con-  and  the  unlaw  incurred  by  Thayne  last  general  conventioun,  and  remitted  to 
tinowit.  Brichen  their  unlaw  also  then  incurred. 

Munros,  eto.,  45.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Munros,  I^aime,  Lochmaben 

▼nlawit.  ^kudi  Annan  in  £20  each  for  not  sending  their  shares  of  the  agents  feen,  and 
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the   burghs  of  Arbroth,   Bamff,   Selkirk,  and   Lauder  in  £40    each   for   not  Dunferme- 
sending  their   shares    of  £4000    mentioned   in   the    3 2d  act  of  last  general  "^J-    ^^  •'"^y 

convention.  '■ 

46.  Ordained  that  the  clerk  of  Dumfermling  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the  Agent,  Dum- 

•     •         .i  •  fermelimr 

missives  this  year.  ^^  ^     ® 

47.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  finding  and  recensing  the  Statute,  voters 
grit  confusioun  quhilk  daylie  aceressis  in  thair  conventiounes  throw  not  imia^.  ^^° 
preceis  keiping  and  observing  of  the  statuttis  sett  doun  amongs  theme- 

selffis,  and  throw  remitting  and  pardoning  all  vnlawis  incurrit  be  the 
transgressouris  thairof,  for  remeid  quhairof  it  is  statut  and  ordanit  that 
in  caice  anie  burgh  salbe  heirefter  decemit  in  ane  vnlaw  for  not  fulfilling 
anie  heid  of  the  generall  missiwe  or  transgressing  ane  act  or  statut  of  bor- 
rowis, that  the  commissioner  quha  salhappin  to  vote  for  remitting  of  the 
said  vnlaw  sail  incur  ane  vnlaw  of  fyve  pundis  to  be  payit  presentlie, 
Mid  to  haif  na  farder  vote  amongs  the  rest  of  the  borrowis  quhill  the 
samin  be  payit,  and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to  mak  intimatioun 
heirof  at  thair  home  coming  to  thair  burgh,  and  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  in  writ  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis ;  and  this 
to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

48.  Anent  the  mater  concerning  the  measures  and  wechtis  to  be  ob-  Commwsione 
seruit  and  keipit  within  the  saids  borrowis  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parlia-  weghtis  and 
ment  maid  thairanent,  and  anent  the  pryces  to  be  sett  doun  thairfore,  the  ""^^^^^ 
saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  gevis  full  power  and  commissioun  to  the 
burghis  appointit  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  anent  the  maitter  of  the  shipping 

to  treat,  ressoun,  and  conclud  in  the  said  mater,  and  to  doe  and  conforme 
all  and  quhatsumeuir  the  said  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  micht  haif 
done  theme  selflBs  at  this  present  conventioun,  and  quhatsumeuir  they  sail 
determine  in  the  said  mater  they  promise  to  ratifie  and  approve  the  samin 
and  abyd  thaiiat,  and  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Lythgow, 
and  Lanerik,  with  consent  of  thair  present  commissioneris,  to  direct  thair 
commissioners  to  meit  and  conveyne  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the 
fourtein  of  this  instant,  with  full  power  to  treat  and  conclud  in  the  said 
maitter,  and  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

49.  The    commissioners   of  the  burghs  mentioned  in  the  3 2d  act  of   last  Dischairge, 
general  convention  granted  the  sum  of  £4000  to  be  completely  paid,  and  dis-  *'^"^*^^''t?^  ^^' 
charged  the  burghs,  excepting  those  unlawed  for  not  making  payment. 
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DuKFKRME-  50.  The  comniissioners  dissolved  the  present    general    convention  and  ap- 

1618*        ^  ^   pointed  the  next  to  be  held  at  Haddingtoun,  beginning  on  6  July  1619. 

CouTOutiono.  • 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh. 

i3''"'y^«^«-  IS  July  1618. 

Edinburgh,  Daiiid  Aikinheid,  Andro  Scott ;  Perth,  Henrie  Elder  ; 
Dundie,  Maister  William  Fergussoun ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Meinzeis  ; 
Stirling,  Johne  Scherar ;  Sanctandroes,  Thomas  Lentroun ;  Glasgow , 
Mathow  Tumebull  ;  Air,  Johne  Osbume  ;  Mountros,  Maister  William 
Makean ;  Hadingtoun,  George  Hepbume  ;  Couper,  Dauid  Andersoun  ; 
Dumfreis,  Johne  Corsane ;  Kirkcudbright,  William  Makclellane  ;  Dysart, 
(plank). 

Moderator.  1.    David    Aikinheid^    first    in    commission    for    Edinbui'ghy    constituted 

moderator. 

14  July  1618. 

Wigtoun  v«iiL  ^*  ^^  saids  commissioneris  of  burrowis  grantis  vnto  the  burgh  of  Wig- 
toun  the  soume  of  fyve  hundreth  and  fyftie  pundis  for  thair  support  and  sup- 
plie  for  the  prosecutting  of  the  actiounes  intentit  and  to  be  intendit  be 
theme  against  the  burgh  of  Stranrawer,  newlie  erectit  in  ane  frie  regall 
burgh,  notwithstanding  the  samin  is  contenit  within  the  bounds  of  thair 
liberties,  and  for  obtening  the  suspensiounes  alredy  purchest  and  depend- 
ing betuixt  thame  anent  ather  of  thair  liberties  decyidit  in  favouris  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Wigtoun,  and  ordanis  the  said  soume  to  be  bestowit  onlie 
vpone  the  saids  actiounes  and  suspensiounes  and  no  vtherwayis,  and  to  be 
imployed  at  the  sicht  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  the  agent,  and  they 
to  concur  and  assist  theme  thairin,  as  also  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of 
Wigtoun  to  furnish  the  lyk  soume  of  fyve  hundreth  and  fyftie  pundis 
furth  of  the  reddiest  of  thair  awin  to  be  bestowit  lykwayes  vpone  the 
prosecutting  of  the  saids  actiounes,  by  and  attour  thair  commissioners 
chairges.  [Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  shares  to  next  general  con- 
vention and  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  to  produce  their  accounts  and  report 
diligence.] 
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15  July  1618.  Edinburgh. 

^  15  July  1618. 

3.  Comperit  David  Aikinheid  and  Andro  Scott,  commissioneris  for  Act,  wechtis 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  haivers  and  keipers  of  the  standert  of  the  eine,  ^ces^moS** 
Johne  Scherare,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  keipar  of  the  ^®*- 
juge,  and  Gawin  Blair,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Lanerick,  keipar  of 
the  wechtis,  and  in  name  of  thair  said  burghis  referrit  the  pryces  to  be 
taiken  be  theme  for  the  saids  elne,  jug,  and  wechtis,  to  the  present  com- 
missioneris of  borrowis,  and  band  and  obleist  thair  saids  burghis  to  abyid 
at  the  saids  commissioneris  determinatioun,  and  to  give  the  samin  out  to 
the  rest  of  the  borrowis  vpone  the  pryces  to  be  sett  doun  be  theme,  and 
the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  beand  ryplie  advysit  thairwith  hes 
modifiet,  and  be  thir  presents  modifies  the  pryce  of  the  said  elne  to  be 
ressauit  fra  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  conforme  to  ane  act  of  the  last 
parliament  maid  theranent,  to  the  soume  of  ten  pundis  vsuall  money  of 
this  realme,  the  pryce  of  the  said  jug  to  be  ressauit  fra  the  said  burgh  of 
Stirling  to  the  soume  of  tuentie  four  punds,  and  the  pryce  of  the  said 
wecht  to  be  ressauit  frome  the  said  burgh  of  Lanerick  for  the  single  stane 
wecht  to  the  soume  of  threttie  thrie  pundis  sax  s.  viij  d.  ;  and  in  caice 
the  saids  borrowis  salbe  vrgit  to  ressaive  frome  the  said  burgh  the 
haill  number  of  wechtis  following,  viz.,  stane,  half  stane,  quarter 
stane,  tua  pund,  pund,  half  pund,  quarter  pund,  tua  vnce,  and  ane 
vnce,  they  modifie  the  haill  pryces  thairof  to  be  the  soume  of  ane 
hundreth  merkis ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghis,  with  consents  of  the 
saids  commissioners,  to  geve  out  the  saids  wechtis  and  measoures  to  the 
rest  of  the  saids  borrowis  vpone  the  pryces  foresaid  ;  and  lykwayes  the 
saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  modifies  the  prjrce  of  the  measure  of  the 
firlottis  to  be  gevin  out  be  the  burgh  of  Lithgow,  to  quhom  the 
standert  of  the  said  measoure  is  committit,  and  ordanit  be  the  said  act  of 
the  last  parliament  to  be  ressauit  and  imbraicit  be  the  haill  borrowis,  ex- 
tending to  the  number  of  sex  peaces,  viz.,  tua  firlottes,  tua  pecks  carieing 
in  the  boddum  tua  half  peckis,  tua  fourth  pairts  carieing  in  the  boddum 
tua  half  fourth  pairts,  to  the  soume  of  thrie  score  pundis ;  and  Andro 
Mylne,  proueist  of  the  said  burgh,  James  Glen  and  Thomas  Vduart,  tua 
of  the  baillies  thairof,  comperand  and  takand  the  burdein  vpone  theme 
for  thair  said  burgh  was  content  agriet  and  consentit  to  the  pryce  abone- 
writtin,  and  band  and  obleist  thair  said  burgh  to  abyid  therat  and  to 
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il'ju^ieis.  g^ve  out  to   the  saids  borrowis  the  number  of  measoures  abonewrittin 
vpone  the  pryces  foresaid. 

SuppHcatio, .  4.  [Referring  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  31st  act  of  the  general  con- 

Dumbw",  Reld,  vention  held  in  July  1617,  the  commissioners  ordained  Joseph  Merjoribanks  and 
hering  miasivo.  his  partners,  and  also  the  burgh  of  Dunbar,  to  present  their  several  supplica- 
tions to  next  general  conventionn,  and  directed  the  burghs  to  send  their  com- 
missioners sufficiently  instructed  to  give  answer.] 
Horeeofrelae,  5,  Instructed  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  sufficiently  instructed 

to  give  answer  "  anent  the  mater  of  the  hors  of  rela." 


Edinburgh.  PARTICULAR  CONVENTION,  held  Ut  EDINBURGH. 

10  November 
1618. 

10  November  1618. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas  Weir  ;  Perth,  Andre  Cou- 
querour ;  Dundie,  Abirdein  (blanJc)  ;  Stirling,  Johne  Scherare ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Thomas  Lentroun ;  Glasgow,  Gabrieli  Cuninghame ;  Air,  Johne 
Osburne  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb. 

Moderator.  1 .  David  Aikinheid,  elected  moderator. 

13  November  1618. 

Certane  bur-  2.  The  saids  Commissioners  of  borrowis,  being  convenit  anent  the  new 

the1nr"*8t*im  ^^^P^s^^^^^^  layed  vpone  the  victuall  imported  to  this  cuntrey,  and  finding 
posed  vpon  the  theme  selflSs  heavilie  damnifiet  therby,  hes  ordanit  and  be  thir  presents 
ordanis  thair  generall  clerk  in  thair  names  to  direct  ane  missiwe  to  the 
borrowis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  St  Androes,  Glasgow, 
Stirling,  Lythgow,  Air,  Dumfreis,  Kirkcaldie,  Craill,  Ebiddingtoun,  and 
Dysart  to  meitt  and  conveyne  at  this  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  aucht  day 
of  December  nixtocum  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  declairing  thair  pro- 
ceidings  in  the  said  mater  with  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsel], 
and  thairfore  desyring  the  saids  borrowis  to  send  thair  commissioners 
suflScientlie  instructed  with  thair  commissiouns  to  meitt  and  conveyne  day 
and  plaice  foresaid  to  deliberat,  advyse,  and  conclud  anent  sum  resolute 
ordour  to  be  taiken  be  theme  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis  in  the  said 
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mater  quhairanent  thir  presents  salbe  his  warrand,  and  desyres  the  burgh    EDmBURon. 
of  Edinburgh  to  advertise  thair  agent  anent  thair  proceidings  in  this  ^It^'^'^'^ 
mater. 

3.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  Thomas  Lentroun,  Lentrone, 
commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Sanctandroes,  of  his  awin  consent,  to  pre- 
sent before  theme  the  aucht  day  of  December  nixtocum  Andro  Forrett, 
burges  of  the  said  burgh,  for  ansuering  to  the  complaints  to  be  gevin  in 
against  him  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  anent  the 
impoist  grantit  to  him  for  obtening  certain  lettres  patents  in  favouris  of 
this  natioun,  and  for  production  of  his  comptes  of  the  samin. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
8  December 
1613. 


8  December  1618. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth  (blank) ;  Dundie, 
Maister  Alexander  Wedderburne,  younger ;  Abirdein,  George  Nicolsoun  ; 
Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Stirling,  ChrLstopher  Alexander  ; 
Lythgow,  Andro  Mylne  ;  Air,  (blank) ;  Dumfreis,  Stevin  Lourie  ;  Kirk- 
caldie, Thomas  Lamb ;  Haddingtoun,  George  Hepbume  ;  Dysart,  Alex- 
ander Simpsoun. 

1.  David  Aikinheid  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

10  December  1618. 

2.  Anent  the  mater  of  fyve  shillings  layed  vpone  the  boll  of  victuall  ^il^t^i^t 
cummand  within  this  cimtrey,  and  ten  shillings  imposit  of  new  vpone  the  impost 
quheitt,  beir,  and  malt,  and  sax  shillings  aucht  pennyes  vpone  all  vther  victuaiL 
sort  of  victuall  cummand  within  this  cuntrey,  the  commissioners  of  bor- 
rowis presentlie  convenit,  finding  the  same  to  be  ane  mater  of  so  grit 
importance  as  the  small  number  presentlie  convenit  could  not  tak  vpone 

theme  to  conclud  therein,  and  thairfore  requyrit  the  advyse  of  moe  of  the 
borrowis,  and  inrespect  that  the  haill  borrowis  quba  wes  writtin  to  to 
haiff  mett  thairanent  convenit  not,  and  thairfore  ordanis  thair  clerk  in 
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Kdinburgh.    thair  names  to  wryte  ane  missiwe  in  name  of  the  present  commissioners 
leis!^^^™  ^^  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Glasgow, 
Impost  on       St  Androes,  Lynlythgow,  Air,  Uumfreis,  Kirkcaldie,   Hadingtoun,  Craill, 
victual.  Dysart,  Couper,  Anstruther  Eister,  Munros  and  Culros  to  send  thair  com- 

missioners sufficientlie  instnictit  to  meitt  and  conveyne  at  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  the  first  day  of  Februar  nixtocum  the  yeir  of  (Jod  ane 
thousand  sax  hundreth  and  nyntein  yeirs  for  ane  resolut  ordour  to  be 
taiken  in  the  said  mater,  and  with  full  and  ample  commissioun  to  conclud 
therin;  as  also  ordanis  to  remember  the  borrowis  apointit  for  the  mater  of 
the  shipping  quheranent  thir  presents  salbe  his  warrand. 
Forret,compt8,  3.  The  saids  commissioners  ordanis  Andro  Forret,  burges  of  Sanct- 
androes,  of  his  awin  consent,  to  cans  publicatioun  be  maid  of  the  lettres 
patents  purchest  be  him  in  favouris  of  the  natioun  at  all  the  ports  requisite 
in  England  and  especiallie  at  Londoun,  quherby  the  samin  may  tak  better 
effect  in  all  the  pairts  of  England,  and -the  nichtbouris  easit  of  thair 
former  impost,  and  his  paines  therin  salbe  thankfullie  considderit ;  as 
lykwyes  ordanis  the  said  Andro  to  present  vnto  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun  of  borrowis  his  comptes  of  his  intromissioun  of  the  impost 
grantit  to  him  for  obtening  the  saids  lettres  patents  contening  the  preceis 
dayes,  monethis,  and  yeires  of  his  ressaits,  and  to  report  his  diligence  ther- 
anent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 


musiTe. 


Edinburgh. 
2  February 
1619. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

2  February  1619. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas  Weir;  Perth,  Andro  Con- 
querour;  Dundie,  (blank);  Aberdene,  ratificatione  produced  be  the  agent; 
Stirling,  Johnne  Schearar ;  Glasgow,  Galbriell  Cunninghame ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Thomas  Lentrone ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Mylne ;  Air,  Johne  Cun- 
inghame  ;  Dumfreis,  (blank)  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb  ;  Hadingtoun, 
George  Hepbume  ;  Craill,  Johnne  Makiesone  ;  Dysert,  Alexander  Sym- 
sone ;  Couper,  Anstruther  Eister,  (blank) ;  Mountrois,  William  Mak- 
keane  ;  Culrois,  Sir  George  Bruce. 
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1.  David  A  ikinheid  elected  moderator.  Edinburgh. 

2  February 

2.   The  saids  commissioneris,  being  conveynit  anent  the  fyve  schil-  _i51?l; 


linris  first  impoised  vpone  ilk  boll  wictuall  cummand  within  this  cuntrie  ,  .  '    , 

and  ten  schillingis  impoised  since  vpone  the  boll  quheit,  malt,  and  barley,  missiye. 
and  sex  schillingis  aucht  pennyis  vpone  all  vther  sort  of  wictuall  cumand 
lykwayis  within  the  cuntrie,  efter  mature  deliberatioun  and  long  advyse 
had  in  the  said  matter  they  find  the  samine  to  be  of  suche  consequence 
that  not  onlie  thair  particular  estaite  in  thair  priveledgis  and  liberties 
grantit  to  thame  be  his  Majestie  and  his  most  noble  progenitouris  is 
michtelie  impairit,  bot  also  the  haill  cuntrie  may  be  thairby  greatlie 
dampnifet  and  hurt,  and  thairfor  findand  the  same  to  requyre  the  best 
advyse  of  the  haill  bodie  of  thair  estate,  hes  continewit  the  said  matter 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  burrowis,  and  hes  ordanit  ilk  burgh  to 
send  thair  commissioneris  suflBcientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun with  thair  best  advyse  and  finall  resolutiouning  of  the  samine. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh. 
23  February 

23  February  1619.  leiu. 

Edinburgh,    Dauid    Aikinheid,    Thomas    Weir;     Perth,    Andro   Con- 
querer ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Stirling,  Johne  Scherare. 

1.  Forsamikle  as  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsell  haiveing  Commissione, 
considderit  the  ressouns  gevin  in  be  the  borrowis  in  the  mater  of  the  forraurbott- 
schipping,  quherfore  thair  libertie  aucht  not  to  be  restraint  in  frauchting 
of  forain  boddumes,  togither  with  the  ressouns  gevin  in  be  the  schippiris 
of  this  realme  in  the  contrare,  hes  thocht  guid  to  requyre  farder  informa- 
tioun  in  the  said  mater  of  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  Scottis  counsell  in 
England  and  willit  both  the  saids  pairties  to  send  thair  commissioners  for 
geving  informatioun  to  the  saids  lords  in  the  said  mater,  and  the 
borrowis  present  not  being  ane  competent  number  for  geving  of  ane  reso- 
lute ansuer  thairin,  and  finding  that  it  was  necessar  to  theme  to  haif  the 


omis,  missive. 


7b 
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23  February   advysG  and  consent  of  moe  of  the  saids  borrowis  menit  theme  selffis  to 
^^^^'  the  saids  lords  quha  vpone  thair  earnest  sute  and  desyre  continewit  the 


Commissione,  said  mater  and  prefixit  to  theme  the  ane  and  tuentie  day  of  Apryle  nixt 
for  resaiving  of  the  said  ansuer,  thairfore  the  present  commissioners  hes 
ordanit  thair  clerk  in  thair  names  to  wryt  to  the  borrowis  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Linlythgow,  Glasgow,  Munros,  Hading- 
toun,  Culros,  Dumfermeling,  Couper,  and  Dumbar,  requyring  theme  to 
send  thair  commissioners  suflBcientlie  instructit  with  commissiounes  to 
meit  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  sevintein  day  of  Apryle 
nixt  for  concluding  and  geving  of  ane  resolut  ansuer  to  the  saids  lords  in 
the  said  mater. 


Edinburgh. 
21  April  1619. 


Particular  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh, 

21  April  1619. 


Comminione, 
Edinburgh, 
Dundie, 
sohipping. 


Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Johne  Inglis,  skynner ;  Dundie,  Maister 
William  Fergussoun ;  Abirdein,  Sir  Thomas  Meinzeis ;  Stirling,  Johne 
Scherar ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Mylne ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell,  Cuninghame  ; 
Hadingtoun,  James  Kirkwood ;  Dumfermeling,  Peter  Law  ;  Perth,  Mun- 
trose,  Culros,  Coupar  and  Dumbar  (blank). 

Forsamikle  as  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  present,  being  convenit 
before  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsell  anent  the  mater  of  the 
restraint  cravit  be  the  navigatouris  of  this  kingdome  of  frauchting  of  forain 
bottomes,  the  saids  lords  intending  to  ressave  farder  informatioun  in  the 
said  mater  from  his  Majesties  Scottis  counsell  in  England,  hes  continewit 
thair  farder  ansuer  thairin  to  the  tuelf  of  Maij  nixtocum,  thairfore  the  saids 
commissioners  hes  apointit  electit  and  ordanit  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh  and 
Dundie  to  attend  vpone  the  saids  lords  ansuer,  and  with  all  expeditioun 
thairefber  to  advertise  the  remanent  borrowis  thairof,  that  sum  most  ex- 
pedient way  may  be  taiken  be  the  borrowis  to  be  thair  convenit  vpon  thair 
said  advertisement,  to  the  quhilkis  tua  borrowis  the  present  commissioneris 
gevis  thair  full  power  and  commissioun  to  the  effect  foresaid. 
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General  Convention,  held  at  Haddington.  e  jSi^ieiS! 


6  July  1619. 

Edinburgh,    Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas   Weir ;    Perth,    Ajidro  Con- 
querour  ;  Dundie,  Robert   Clayhillis  ;  Abirdein,   Sir  Thomas    Meinzeis ; 
Stirling,  Cristopher  Alexander  ;  Lynlythgow,  James  Glen ;   Sanctandroes, 
Thomas    Robertson  ;   Glasgow,    Mathow  Tumebule ;  Air,  James  Blair ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Sympsoun  elder  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume, 
George  Hepbume  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Frensh  ;  Montrose,  Johnne  Mylne  ; 
Coupar,   Dauid   Andersoun  ;    Anstruther   Eister,  Henrie   Moreis  ;  Dum- 
freis,  Johnne  Corsane  ;  Innemes,  Johnne  Cumyng  ;  Bruntyland,   Maister 
Andro   Wilsoune ;    Innerkething,    George    Durie  ;    Kinghome,    Maister 
Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Brichen,  Johnne  Vdney ;  Irwyne,  Elgyne,  and  Jed- 
burgh, ratificatioun  and  exemptioun  producit  be  agent ;  Kirkcudbright, 
Thomas  Carrok;  Wigtoun,  Johne  Turner  ;  Pettinveyme,  William  Stevin- 
soun  ;  Dumfermeling,  Maister  Thomas  Wardlaw  ;  Dumbartane,   Thomas 
Fallisdaill ;  Ranfrew,  William  Sommervell ;    Lanerick  and  Abirbrothok, 
ratificatioun  and  exemptioun  producit   be   agent ;   Peibles,  Johnne  Dik- 
sone  ;   Craill,  Dauid  Maxvell  ;  Tayne,  ratificatioun  and  exemptioun  pro- 
ducit   be    agent ;    Selkirk,   Maister    Johne    Ker ;    Anstruther    Wester, 
Johnne    Tulloes ;    Culros,    Robert    Forrest ;    Dumbar,    George    Purves ; 
Bamff,  George   Shirrum  ;    Quhithome,  be  ratificatione  and  exemptione 
producit  be   Wigtoun  ;  Forfar,  William   Hunter ;  Rothesay   and  Forres 
ratificatioun   and   exemptioun  producit   be  agent ;    Rutherglen,   Johnne 
Riddell ;  Northberuick,    George  Baillie  ;   Culane,  Maister  George  Leslie  ; 
Naime,  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Lauder,  Alex-  - 
ander  Wilkesoun  ;  Kilranie,  exemptioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister ; 
Annand,  Dauid   Myllar ;   Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell ;  Sanquhar,  be 
ratificatione  and  exemptione  produced  be  agent ;  Kilranie,  exemptioun 
and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Hendrie  Moreis. 

1.  The  commissioner  of  Haddingtoun  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs.  Citatioun. 

2.  Maister  James  Cokbume,  first  in  commission  for  Haddingtoun,  elected  Moderator, 
moderator. 
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6  July^eiof'  ^-  A-^^   passed    in    terms   similar   to    the    third  act    of  last   general   con- 

^ vention. 

meitting.  4.  Act   passed    in   terms  similar   to    the  fourth  act  of  last  general    con- 

Outland  bur-     vention. 
gessifl,  Tnfre- 

d^?^mtesiwer  ^-   C^^^*  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  fifth  act  of  last  general  con- 

Suspensiounes,  vention.]  And  farder  statuttes  and  ordanis  that  all  sic  diligence  as  is 
miadwe,*Tiii^*  ordanit  be  vsit  be  writ  salbe  reportit  be  writ  allanerlie  and  no  vther 
gence.  wayes,  with  certificatioun  to  these  quho  sail  doe  in  the  contrare  they 

salbe  fund  to  haif  done  no  diligence  and  decemit  in  the  vnlawis 
contenit  in  the  actes,  but  favour.  [Ordained  that  the  commissioners  inti- 
mate this  act  to  their  burghs  and  that  each  burgh  report  their  diligence 
hereanent  next  general  convention]. 

Statut,  out-  6.  Ordained  that  the  commissioners  of  new  intimate  to  their  burghs  the  1 2th 

^d  Wgessifl,  ^^  q£  ]q3^  general  convention  and  that  each  burgh  report  their  diligence  there- 
anent. 

Statute,  mode-  7.  Forsamikle  as  be  diuers  actes  and  statuttes  it  is  ordanit  that 
•iwe.  '  whomsoeuir  salbe  first  in  commissioim  for  the  burgh  quherin  the  generall 

convent] oun  of  borrowis  does  haJd  that  he  salbe  electit  moderatour  during 
that  generall  conventioun,and  the  commissioners  present, vnderstanding  that 
diuers  burghis  hes  bene  in  vse  to  elect  such  persounes  to  be  first  in  com- 
missioun  for  thair  burgh  as  ar  not  weill  expert  in  the  commoun  effaires 
of  borrowis  and  does  not  tyne  nor  win  in  thair  commoun  eflFaires,  for 
remeid  quherof  it  is  statut  and  ordanit  that  in  all  tymes  cuming  thair 
salbe  nane  admittit  to  be  moderatour  of  anie  conventioun  of  borrowis  bott 
sic  as  ar  or  hes  bene  merchands,  tredders  and  trafficquers,  actuall  residents 
within  thair  burgh,  beiring  all  portable  chairges  within  the  samin,  and  may 
tyne  or  win  in  all  thair  effaires  and  weill  expert  in  the  commoun  effairs 
of  borrowis,  and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  act  to 
thair  borrowis  at  thair  homecuming  that  nane  pretend  ignorance,  and  to 
report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in  intimatting  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the  paine  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 

Eleotioun,  8.  [For  obedience  of  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners 

K^?**?*^  of  Kirkcudbrycht  and  Innerkeything  produced  the  form  of  election  of  their 
bryoht,  Inner-  magistrates  at  Michaelmas  last.     The  commissioners  accepted   the  diligence  of 

keything,  mU-  Kirkcudbright  but  found  that  Innerkeything  had  not  conformed  to  the  acts,  and 

wwe. 
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had  incurred  the  penalty  which,  however,  was  dispensed  with.    Both  burghs  were  Haddington, 
ordained  to  conform  in  future  under  the  usual  penalties.]  6  July  1619. 

9.  Keferring  to  the  13th  and  14th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  com-  Electiouo, 
missioners  found  that  at  Michaelmas  last  the  burgh  of  Perth  had  done  wrong  p^^^  Lyn- ' 
in  electing  Lord  Scune  to  be  provost,  and  the  burgh  of  Lynlythgow  for  elect-'  lythgow  vn- 
ing  Andro  Mylne,  chirurgiane,  to  be  provost.      The    unlaws    incurred  up    to  cludree^nt^' 
this  time  were   modified  to  £200  for  Perth  and  £100  for  Lynlythgow,    and 

the  agent  was  instructed  to  uplift  them.     Each  burgh  was  ordained  to  conform 
to  the  acts  in  future  under  the  usual  penalties. 

10.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  10th  act  of  last  general  convention  Fairs  in  the 
"  and  ordanes  the  burghs  of  Aberdein  and  Innemes  to  geve  vp  information  of  ^^T^^*  agent, 
the  particular  greives.''  "^^*'' 

11.  Anent  the  desyre  of  Sir  William  Seytoun  and  Sir  Robert  Hep-  Support,  Lin- 
bume,  knichts.   Justices  of  His  Majesties  peace  within    the  sherefdome  misMve. 

of  Eist  Lowthian,  craving  thair  cheritable  support  for  help  to  the  repara- 
tioun  of  the  decaying  brig  of  Lintoun,  the  saids  commissioners  vnder- 
standing  the  necessitie  of  the  said  brig,  and  the  gritt  commodities  re- 
dounding thairby  to  his  Majesties  haill  lieges,  with  the  grit  hurt  the  said 
lieges  sould  sustein  if  the  same  sould  becum  ruinous,  thairfore  ordanis 
ilk  commissioner  present  to  recommend  the  necessitie  and  commoditie  of 
the  said  brig  to  thair  burghs  at  thair  homecuming,  to  the  effect  they  may 
send  with  thair  commissioner  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis 
that  quhich  of  thair  owne  liberalitie  they  will  bestow  vpone  for  supplie 
of  so  guid  and  necessar  work. 

7  July  1619. 

1 2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  being  convenit,  forsamikle  as  his  statut,  mea- 
Majestie  by  diuers  actes  of  parliament  hes  thocht  meitt  that  ane  vniforme  quhyt  fisch,  ' 
ordour  sould  be  keipit  throw  this  haill  kingdome  of  the  barrellis  of  her-  ^^^^* 
ring,   quhyt  fisches,   and  that  the  borrowis  sould  sett  doun  the  samin 
according  to  the  saids  acts  of  parliament,  thairfore  the  saids   commis- 
sioners of  borrowis  statuttis  and  ordanis  in  all  tyme  cuming  the  barrell  of 
herring,  quhyt  fisches,  and  beif,  to  contein  nyne  gallones  of  the  Stirling 

pynt,  and  that  all  herring  trees  and  quhyt  fisch  trees  salbe  of  the  gadge 
and  measour  foresaid  ;  as  also  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnder- 
standing  that  the  barrellis  of  herring,  quhyt  fisches,  and  beiff,  ar  for  the 
maist  pairt  vnsuflBcient,  and  that  the  caus  thairof  is  the  heicht  and  grit- 
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Statut,  mea- 
sours,  hcring, 
etc 


HADDTxaTON.  iiGS  of  thc  bilgc  of  the  saids  barrellis,  hes  thairfore  statut  and  ordanit 
^^  that  the  forme  of  the  saids  barrellis,  salbe  alterit  vniversallie  in  all  the 

borrowis  of  this  realme  and  that  the  bilge  of  the  saids  barrellis  salbe 
maid  les  and  the  heids  thairof  of  ane  gritter  wydnes  proportionallie,  the 
chene  being  shorter  then  of  before,  keiping  alwayes  the  measoure  and 
quentitie  abone  writtin  without  diminutioun,  and  that  the  saids 
barrellis  be  maid  of  suflScient  ticht  and  weill  seasoned  timber  and  markit 
with  the  burning  yrne  of  the  toun  and  coupers  yrne  on  baith  the  ends 
and  on  the  step  besyd  the  bung,  and  ordanis  the  proueist  and  baillies  of 
Edinburgh  to  cans  mak  ane  just  standert  and  measoure  for  herring 
quhyt  fisch  and  beif,  of  the  quantitie  and  fashion  foresaid,  and  that  ilk 
burgh  sail  ressave  ane  patrone  and  measure  of  the  gage  foresaid,  and  sail 
cans  the  coupers  within  thair  bounds  mak  thair  trees  conforme  to  the 
said  measour  and  markit  as  saidis,  vnder  the  pane  of  xl  li.  ;  and  that  sic 
barrellis  as  salbe  tryet  vnsufficient  salbe  confiscat  and  the  coupar  maker 
thairof  haldin  to  pay  ane  vnlaw  of  fyve  punds  for  ilk  vnsufficient  barrell 
to  the  reparatioun  of  the  commoun  warks  of  the  burgh  quher  the  samin 
is  maid,  and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  informe  the  lords  of 
his  Majesties  privie  counsale  heirof,  and  to  obtene  thair  authoritie  inter- 
ponit  heirto,  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  in  intimatting  and  causing  this  present  statut  be  obseruit  and 
keipit  within  thair  bounds  and  liberties,  and  in  ressaving  the  said  gage 
and  patron  frome  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  vnder  the  pane  of  fourtie 
punds  ilk  burgL 


Eleotiouiiy 
magistratSy 
Sanctandroes, 
Dumfenneliiig. 


Electioun, 
maffistrattis, 
Stining, 
miBsiwe. 


Election,  Wig- 
toun,  missiwe. 


1 3.  As  required  by  the  30th  and  44th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the 
commissioners  of  St  Androes  and  Dumfermeling  produced  the  forms  of  their  elec- 
tions at  Michaelmas  last  which  were  accepted  for  diligence.  The  bui'gh  of  St  Androes 
was  appointed  to  proceed  in  future  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burghs, 
and  Dumfermeling  **  conforme  to  the  mutuall  agrement  sett  doun  amangs  theme 
be  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  at  thair  said  last  conventioun.'* 

14.  Keferring  to  the  44th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioner  of 
Stirling  produced  the  form  of  election  at  Michaelmas  last.  The  commissioners 
found  the  burgh  had  done  wrong  in  electing  a  craftsman  to  be  a  bailie,  but 
delayed  uplifting  the  penalty  "  in  houp  of  amendment."  The  burgh  was  or- 
dained to  conform  to  the  acts  in  future. 

15.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  "Wigtown  to  produce  to  next  convention  the 
form  of  election  of  their  magistrates  and  to  conform  to  the  acts. 
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1 6.  For  obedience  of  the  8th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioner  Haddinoton. 
of  Peebles  produced  a  rental  of  their  common  good  and   lands,  on   considering    7  ^^7  ^^^^' 
which  the  commissioners  "  find  the  said  burgh  nott  to  have  putt  thair  said  com-  PeoWes  com- 
moun  guid  and  commoun  lands  to  the  hiest  availl."     The  uplifting  of  the  unlaw  m^^riw^    ' 
was  delayed  and  the  burgh  ordained  to  roup  and  put  their  goods  and  lands  ''  to 

ane  hier  avaiU  "  and  to  produce  a  more  exact  and  perfect  rental  to  next  general 
convention. 

17.  Ordanis  the  agent  to  tak  try  ell  anent  the  rent  of  the  commoun  Peibies,  agent 
guid  and  commoun  lands  of  the  burgh  of  Peibles  and  how  the  samin  is  ™'^'^®- 
bestowit  be  thame,  and   to  produce  his  diligence  heii-anent  to  the  nixt 

general  conventioun. 

18.  Ordanis  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,    St  Androes,  and  Dysart  to  Paioe,  breid, 
tak  farder    tryell   anent   the    paice    and    sufBciencie  of    breid,   and    to        ^^ 
send   with    thair    commissioners    to    the    nixt    generall    conventioun    of 
borrowis  thair  overtures  and  best  advyse  for  reforming  of  the  present 

table  of  the  said  paice^  and  this  vnder  the  paine  of  tuentie  punds,  ilk 
burgh. 

1 9.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Craill  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  Craill  vnfrie 
diligence  in  causing  four  indwellers  in  St  Mennens,  three  in  Elie,  four  in  Largo,  ^^^"' 
and  three  in  Leven,  unfree  traders,  to  desist  from  usurping  the  liberties  of  free 

royal  burghs. 

20.  For  obedience  of  the  1 8th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commis-  Renfrew,  ynfra 
sioner  of  Renfrew  produced  letters  of  homing  raised  and  executed  at  the  instance  J^^hve** 

of  the  agent  of  the  burghs  against  twelve  unfree  traders  residents  at  the  Kirk 
of  Greenock  and  six  residents  in  Kilmacolme.  The  commissioners  accepted 
this  for  diligence  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  take  further  proceedings  till 
the  persons  prosecuted  find  caution  to  desist  from  usurping  the  liberties  of  free 
biurghs. 

21.  The  commissioner  of  Kirkcudbrycht  produced  an  act  of  their  court  Kirkcud- 
depriving  seven  outland  burgesses  of  the  freedom  of  their  burgh.     This  the  com-  ^^ders^"^ 
missioners  accepted  for  diligence  and  ordained  the  bui'gh  to  take  farther  pro-  missiwe.' 
ceedings  against  "  the  saids  persones  and  against  diners  vthers  contenit  in  the 

23  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun." 

22.  A  testimonial  produced  by  Kirkcudbright  in  terms  similar  to  that  men-  Kirkcud- 
tioned  in  the  22nd  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  there  being  now  only  one  ^J^^  ikndT 
year  to  run  of  the  tack  of  Borelands.  miaaiwe. 

23.  Ordained  that  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  attend  upon  the  fishing  and  report,  Dumbar,  fisoh- 
as  instructed  in  the  16th  act  of  last  general  convention.  ing,  miwiwe. 

L 
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Haddington.  24.   Anent  the   34   act   of  the  last  geiierall   conventioun 

— ^-^^-— — '-  for  obedience  quhairof  comperit  maister  Thomas  Wardlaw,  com- 
commoun^fd  missioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dunferraeling,  thair  commissioner  direct 
and  commoun   ^^    \)^q   g^j^j  burgh   of  Inuerkethinfif,    and   in   name  of  the  rest  of  the 

landSi  missiwe.       ,  ,  ^  ° 

saids  borrowis  declairit  that  thai,  haiflSng  met  and  convenit  at  the  said 
burgh  of  Inuerkething  the  day  foresaid,  and  haiflSng  taking  tryell  in  the 
said  mater  committit  to  thame,  they  fand  ane  gritt  pairt  of  thair  commoun 
guid  to  be  restan  in  thair  magistrats  hands,  quhairby  the  samin  wes  verie 
euill  imployet  and  no  compt  maid  thairof,  for  remeid  quhairof  in  tymes 
to  cum  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of 
Innerkething  to  call  and  convene  before  theme  the  last  magistrats  thairof, 
and  all  vther  persones  haiflFand  anie  pairt  of  thair  commoun  guid  in  thair 
hands,  and  to  caus  theme  mak  compt  thairof  to  .the  present  counsale  of 
the  said  burgh,  and  quhat  salbe  fund  restan  in  thair  hands  to  delyver 
the  samin  to  the  present  thesaurer  in  name  of  the  said  burgh,  and  he  to 
be  comptable  thairfore  ;  as  also  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  caus  roup  and 
putt  to  the  hiest  availl  thair  commoun  guid  and  commoun  lands  betuixt 
and  the  nixt  convention,  vnder  the  pane  of  ane  hundreth  punds,  and  to 
produce  ane  perfyt  rentale  thairof  togidder  with  ane  perfyt  compt  of  the 
imployment  of  the  same  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis, 
vnder  the  payne  of  fourtie  punds. 

Victual,  ixn-  25.  Anent  the  2d  act  of  the  particular  convention,  held   on   2d  February 

poet,  miamwe.   ]j^g^  ^^  commissioners  found  expedient  "that  the  said  mater  be  continewit  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  "  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  commis- 
sioners sufficiently  instructed  thereanent. 
^mplainta,  26.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  28th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

contra  Brunty- 
land,  mianwe. 

8  July  1619. 

Campheir,  27.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  conuenit,  comperit  Dauid 

tioun,  minia-  Aikenheid,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  producit  ane 
miMiwe!^'***'  missiwc  lettre  direct  frome  the  minister  of  Campheir  to  thir  present  com- 
missioners of  borrowis,  craving  ane  forder  augmentatioun  of  his  yeirlie 
stipend  inrespect  of  his  gritter  burdene  then  of  before,  with  ane  full 
assurance  frome  the  present  commissioners  and  perfyt  securitie  for  yeirlie 
payment  thairof,  and  als  desyring  to  tak  sum  farder  ordour  anent  the 
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collectiDg  thairof  that  he  be  not  burdenit  thairwith  nor  distractit  frome  ^*j  ^'^?2?9 ' 
his  ministerie,  with  the  quhilks  heids  tlie  saids  borrpwis  being  ryplie  ^ — r-: — 77 
aduysit  they  geve  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  borrowis  that  salbe 
appointit  to  meitt  and  con  vein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  anent  the 
mater  of  the  schipping  to  tak  sum  satled  cours  heiranent,  and  to  wryt  to 
the  said  minister,  willing  and  desyring  him  in  thair  names  to  continew 
and  goe  on  in  that  so  guid  ane  werk  begun  be  him  and  not  to  remove 
thairfra,  promising  in  thair  names  that,  inrespect  the  saids  commissioners 
hes  not  cum  instructit  frome  thair  borrowis  anent  the  said  mater  of 
augmentatioun  of  his  stipend,  that  thai  sail  auquent  thair  borrowis 
thairwith  at  thair  home  cuming  and  tak  sic  ordour  thairanent  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  that  he  sail  haif  no  iust  caus  of  com- 
plaint, and  sail  doe  thair  best  for  geving  him  satisfactioun  in  the  said 
mater ;  and  as  tuitching  the  ingathering  of  the  impost  appointit  for 
defraying  of  his  said  stipend,  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  shaw  vnto  him 
they  ar  not  of  intention  to  burdene  him  anie  wayes  with  anie  thing  that 
may  distract  him  frome  his  functioun  of  ministrie,  and  thairfore  sail  tak 
sic  ordour  thairanent  that  he  sail  not  be  trublit  in  ingathering  of  the  said 
stipend ;  and  for  better  effectuatting  thairof  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to 
wryte  to  Thomas  Ewing,  present  collectour  of  the  said  stipend  and 
conservatour  deutyes,  that  inrespect  of  his  maniefold  bands  quhairby  he 
is  bund  to  serue  the  saids  borrowis  in  all  sutch  thinges  as  they  sail  pleis 
to  injoyne  vnto  him,  to  continew  in  vplifting  and  ingaddering  of  the  said 
impost  appointit  for  defraying  of  the  said  stipend  as  said  is,  and  being 
ingatherit  to  delyuer  the  samin  to  sutch  persones  or  persone  quhome  they 
sail  appoint  to  ressave  the  samin  aff  his  hands  and  quho  sail  deliuer  the 
samin  to  the  said  minister.  As  also  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  wryt  to 
the  conservatour  deputt  willing  and  desyring  him  to  insist  with  Thomas 
Cuninghame,  present  ressaver  of  the  said  ministers  stipend,  to  continew 
in  ressaving  and  delyuering  of  the  same  as  in  tymes  past,  and  in  caice  of 
his  absolute  refusale,  to  caus  and  compell  sum  vther  of  the  factouris  to 
ressaive  the  said  impost  fra  the  said  Thomas  Ewing  who  salbe  obleist 
to  delyuer  the  samin  to  the  said  minister  that  he  be  not  distractit  nor 
trublit  in  ingathering  of  his  said  stipend,  and  the  said  persone,  ressaver 
of  the  said  impost,  to  present  yeirlie  to  ilk  generall  conventioun  his 
comptis   of  his   intromissioun    thairwith    togither  with   the  said  Thomas 
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Haddington.  Ewing  his  aith  of  veritie  gevin  ypone  the  treuth  thairof ;  as  also  the  said 

!i^^ conservatour  deputt  to  caus  the  said  Thomas  fiod  cautioun  for  his  intro- 

^  ^^*  '  missioun  with  the  said  impost  and  dew  deliverance  of  the  samin  to  the 
persone  apointit  for  ressaving  thairof,  and  the  said  conservatour  deputt  to 
retume  his  ansuer  of  his  proceidings  heirin  to  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun  of  borrowis;  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners 
sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  said  nixt  conventioun  for  geving  ane  resolut 
ansuer  to  the  said  minister  his  desyr  anent  the  augmentatioun  of  his  said 
stipend  and  perfyt  securitie  for  the  same  to  the  said  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun. 

Cunrnghame,  28.  Anent  the  31st  act  of  last  general  convention,  David  Aikenheid,  com- 

mlSr^  missioner  for  Edinburgh,  produced  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Cuninghame,  factor 

in  Campheir,  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  for  defraying  of  the 
ministers  stipend.  The  sum  intromitted  with  from  8  May  1618  to  9  April 
1619,  with  the  balance  brought  from  last  account,  extended  to  £179,  19s.  2d., 
"gritt  Fleymis  money,"  and  the  discharge  to  £162,  "quhilk  is  payit  be  him  to 
the  minister,  reider  and  keiper  of  the  said  kirk,"  leaving  due  by  the  collector 
£17,  19s.  2d.  '*  Ordanis  the  commissioneris  that  salbe  appointit  to  meet 
at  Edinburgh  the  (blcmk)  day  of  this  instant  to  wrytt  to  the  said  Thomas, 
eamestlie  desyring  him  that,  inrespect  he  is  not  trublit  with  ingathering  of  the 
said  impost,  hot  onlie  ressave  the  samin  frome  the  collectour  as  it  is  ingatherit 
and  deliuer  the  samin  to  the  said  minister,  quhilk  is  hot  ane  small  burdene,  that 
be  wald  thairfore  continew  in  vplifting  of  the  said  impost  frome  the  ressaver 
thairof  and  mak  ane  compt  of  the  samin  as  he  hes  done  in  tymes  bypast" 

Culane,  magin-         29.  Anent  the  29th  act  of  the   last  generall  conventioun     . 

^^^'J^^J^  comperit  Maister  George  Leslie,  commissioner  for  the  said  burgh  of 
Culane,  and  producit  his  diligence  in  writt  anent  euerie  heid  of  the 
premissis,  quhilk  beand  sene  and  considderit  be  the  saids  commissioners 
of  borrowis,  they  find  the  said  burgh  of  Culane  to  haif  vsit  no  diligence, 
and  thairfore  to  haif  incurrit  the  vnlawis  contenit  in  the  said  act,  quhair- 
with  they  dispens  at  this  tyme,  and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  [conforme 
to  the  acts  in  the  election  of  magistrates,  to  cause  the  burgesses  make 
residence,  to  roup  the  common  good  and  lands  and  produce  a  more  per- 
fect rental  and  accoimt,  and  not  to  feu  lands  of  new — all  as  provided  for 
in  the  act  passed  last  year ;]  as  also  to  send  with  thair  said  commissioner 
ther  principall  chairtor  of  thair  haill  lands  to  be  sene  and  considderit  be 
the  saids  borrowis  that  sum  guid  ordour  may  be  taiken  for  supplie  of  the 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  85 

said  toun  in  tyme ;  as  also  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  continew  in  repair-  Haddinotow. 

ing  and  bigging  of  the  said  tolbuith  and  streittes  and  to  produce  thair - 

diligence  anent  euerie  ane  of  the  premissis  to  the  nixt  generaU  conven-  Cuiane,  etc. 
tioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the  pane  of  ane  hundreth  punds. 

30.   The  saids  borrowis,  finding  the  gritt  hurt  and  damage  sustenit  be  Burghaof 
ther  haill  estaitt  throw  the  gritt  number  of  the  burghs  of  baronie  daylie  ings,'regnd™^ 
incressing,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  g^pif^FJaJia- 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Lynlyth- dai«iOommia8io, 
gow,  Dumbarton,  Haddington  and  Dumfreis  to  meitt  and  convene  at  the  missive. ' 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  thrid  day  of  this  instant,  and  thair  to  treatt, 
ressoun,  and   conclud  vpone  the  most   fitt  and  expedient  way  for  redres 
thairof,  to  quhome  the  saids  borrowis  grants  and  gevis  thair  full  powar 
and  commissioun  to  doe   and   performe  all  and  quhatsumeuir  thai  micht 
haif  done  themeselffis  in  this  present  convention  n.     And   also  anent  the 
complaint  gevin  in  be  certain  nichtbouris  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and 
certain  vther  inhabitants  of  the  frie  borrowis  within  this  realme,  against 
Jacob   Kene    and    Maximilian  (blank),  tua    Fleymings,   and  Baltomais, 
and  vther  residents  at  the  toun  of  Campheir,  taking  vpone  theme  to  be 
fiactouris  and  buyars  for  the  merchands  in  West  Flanders  and  Holland  and 
vthers  that  wont  to  cum  in  gritter  number  to  buye  frome  the  merchands 
thair  skins,  hyides,  plaids,  and  vthers  waires,  and  so  causing  the  said 
cuntrey  people  to  byd  at  home,  quherby  the  natioun  is  constrainit  to  sell 
thair  waires  of  lawer  raittes   and   pryces  nor  thai   wer  wont  to  doe  nor 
quhen  the  said  cuntrey   people  did  cum   doun  to   buye  the  saids  waires  , 
themeselffis,  to  the  gritt  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  haill  natioun,  and  will 
not  faill  to  bring  ane  gritt  decay   to  that  haill  tred  if  the  samin  be  not 
prevented  in  tyme,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  ther  supplicatioun  gevin 
in  thairanent ;  for  remeid  quherof  the   saids  commissioners  ordains  the 
borrowis  appointit  to  raeitt  at  Edinburgh  the  said  day  of  this  instant  to 
tak  the  best  tryell  thai  can  heirin  and  efter  tryell  to  sett  doun  sum  guid 
ordour  for  redres  of  the  saids  abusses  and  preventing  of  the  lyk  dangers  in 

tymes  cuming And  siclyke  [to  consider  and  dispose  of  the  bond 

by  John  Sempill  and  Thomas  Fallisdaill,  to  the  same  effect  as  is  contained 
in  the  I7th  act  of  last  generall  convention].  And  siclyk,  gevis  power  to 
interceid  with  the  lords  of  his  Majesteis  secreit  counsall  for  staying  and 
annulling  of  the  gift  grantit  to  Johnne  Durie  or  Maister  Johnne  Broun, 
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Haddington. 
8  July  1619. 

Bui^hs  of 
baronie,  etc. 


Selkirk, 
electioun, 
magistrattis, 
missiYe. 


Jadge  of 
■almond,  com- 
missio,  parti- 
cular conven- 
tioun,  suppli- 
catio, 
Jedburgh, 
Wigtoun, 
Stranrawer, 
missiwe. 


or  ather  of  theme,  for  setting  vp  of  lichts  vpone  the  Faimie  yland, 
quhilkis  the  saids  borrowis  finds  to  be  verie  preiudiciall  to  the  haill  mer- 
chands  tredders,  both  inrespect  of  the  littill  necessitie  thairof  and  of  the 
gritt  hurt  sail  therby  ensew  if  the  samin  salhappin  to  be  mistaiken. 
And  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  proceidings  in  the  saids 
maters  committit  to  theme  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

31.  The  same  day,  vnderstanding  certain  abussis  committit  be  the 
burgh  of  Selkirk,  in  electioun  of  thair  magistrats,  thairfor  the  saids  com- 
missioners of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  to  produce  to  the 
next  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  the  forme  of  thair  electioun  at 
Michaelmes  nixt,  and  to  proceid  thairin  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parlia- 
ment and  borrowis,  vnder  the  pane  of  fourtie  punds. 

32.  Anent  the  jadge  of  salmond  referrit  be  the  lords  of  his  Majesteis 
secreit  counsall  to  haif  bene  sett  doun  and  agriet  vpone  be  the  present 
commissioners  of  borrowis  in  this  thair  meitting,  the  saids  commissioners 
of  borrowis,  efter  matur  deliberatioun  taken  theranent,  hes  remittit  and  be 
thir  presents  remittis  the  samin  to  be  sett  doun  be  the  burghis  of 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Lythgow, 
Dumbartan,  Haddingtoun,  Dumfreis,  in  thair  particular  conventioun  to  be 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  1  3  day  of  this  instant,  with  con- 
tinuatioun  of  dayes,  to  the  quhilks  borrowis  the  present  commissioners 
gevis  thair  full  power  and  commissioun  to  doe  therin  all  and  quhatsumeuir 
thai  mycht  doe  thameselflSs  in  this  thair  present  conventioun,  and  ordanis 
the  saids  borrowis  to  sett  doun  the  samin,  according  to  the  actes  of  parlia- 
ment, and  being  sett  doun  and  griet  vpone,  to  present  the  said  jadge  to 
the  lords  of  his  Majesteis  privie  counsall  according  to  the  reference  maid 
be  theme  to  this  present  conventioun,  firme  and  stable  haldand  and  for  to 
hald  all  and  quhatsumeuir  thai  sail  doe  theranent.  And  siclyik  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  remittis  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Maister 
Johnne  Rutherfurd,  in  name  of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  craving  thair  sup- 
port and  assistance  for  prosecutting  thair  actiounes  presentlie  depending 
against  the  burghis  of  Kelso  and  Hawik,  newlie  erectit  in  burghis  of 
baronie,  to  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  to  be  convenit  as  said  is, 
and  ordanis  them  to  tak  sic  ordour  for  help  of  the  said  burgh  of  Jedburgh 
as  they  sail  think  most  meitt  and  expedient,  and  quhat  they  sail  doe 
therin  salbe  allowit.    And  anent  the  actioun  presentlie  depending  betuixt 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  87 

the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  and  the  toun  of  Stranrawer,  newlie  erectit  in  ane  Haddington. 

frie  royall  burgh,  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  concur  and  assist  with  the 1 

said  burgh  of  Wigtoun  and  to  tak  sa  guid  ordour  thairanent  as  thai  sail  n^T,  etoT 
think  most  fitting  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis. 

33.  Anent  the  3d  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  on  1 0th  Yonei 
December,  the  commissioners  remitted  the  accounts  of  Andrew  Forrett  to  be  ex-  comptea, 
amined  and  allowed   by   the  burghs  of  Sanctandroes,  Anstruthers,  Eister  and  °"*"*'^®' 
"Wester,  Kirkcaldie,  Dysart,  Kinghome,  Bruntyland,  Coupar  and  Culros  ;  and 
in  case  the  accounts  were  not  "fittit  and  endit,"  Forret  was  required  to  produce 
his  accounts  to  next  general  convention. 

9  July  1619. 

84.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Culane,  craving  c^^f^j*^. 
support  and  help  to  the  bigging  of  ane  tolbuith  newlie  foundit  be  theme,  siwe. 
with  thair  assistance  for  repayring  of  thair  decayit  herbarie,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  continew  and  proceid 
in  thair  saids  works,  and  according  to  the  diligence  to  .be  vsit  be  theme 
thairin,  the  saids  borrowis  will  putt  to  thair  helping  hand,  to  thair  further 
furtherance  in  thair  saids  works,  and  thairfore  ordainis  ilk  burgh  to  send 
thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 
of  borrowis  to  geve  ansuer  to  the  said  supplicatioun,  vnder  the  paine  of  xx  li. 

35.  Anent  the  reference  maid  be  the  lords  of  his  Maiesties  secreit  coun-  ^^j  reference, 
sale  in  the  mater  of  the  schipping,  ordaining  ane  certain  number  of  the  commissio, 
navigatouris  of  this  realme  to  confer  with  the  commissioners  of  burghs  in  Snvent^un, 
the  said  mater,  and  vpone  all  sic  particulars  as  doeth  or  micht  conceme  the  ^i^awe. 
samin,  to  the  effect  that  with  mutuall  consent  the  said  bissines  micht  be 
brocht  to  ane  conclusioun,  and  that  report  sould  be  maid  of  thair  proceidings 
in  the  said  mater  to  the  saids  lords  vpone  the  fyftein  day  of  this  instant, 
that  thai  micht  proceid  to  the  finall  determinatioun  thairintill,  according 
to  the  which  ordinance,   comperit  Johne   Durie,   James   Home,   George 
Smaillum,  James  Flescheour,  with  diuers  vthers  of  the  navigatouris  of 
this  kingdome,  and  haiflfing  declairit  that  thai,  according  to  the  desyre  of 
the  lords  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsale,  had  addressit  themeselffis  to  this 
present  conventioun,  and  thairfore  desyrit  the  saids  commissioners  to  agrie 
and  consent  to  the  restraint  cravit  to  be  estaiblisehit,  seing  the  samin  wes 
ane  mater  so  seriouslie  urgit  be  his  Majestic ;  and    therefter  the   saids 


88  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Haddiwoton.  borrowis,  haiffing  selectit  certain  of  thair  number  for  to  reasone  and  confer 

^ ^  with  the  saids  navigatouris  in  the  said  mater  for  bringing  of  the  same  to 

etc'  '  ane  mutuall  agriement  if  by  anie  meanes  possible  they  could  eflFectuat  the 

same,  and  efter  long  ressoning  and  conference  with  the  saids  skippers  in 
the  said  mater,  the  saids  navigatouris,  comperand  before  the  haill  conven- 
tioun,  refuisit  to  enter  in  conditioun  with  theme  except  thai  first  agriet  to 
the  generall  restraint  cravit,  quitch  being  done  they  sould  be  content  that 
ane  certain  number  of  merchands,  with  the  lyk  number  of  owners  and 
skippers,  sould  mitigatt  the  pryces  of  the  fraught  sett  doun  in  the  table  of 
England,  and  no  vther  wayes,  with  the  quhilk  ofifer  the  saids  borrowis 
being  ryplie  avysit,  they  thocht  the  samin  to  be  altogidder  vnreasonable, 
and  notwithstanding  therof,  for  obedience  of  his  Majestic,  and  to  geve 
Batisfactioun  to  the  lords  of  his  majesties  secreit  counsale  in  the  said 
mater,  and  albeit  they  fand  the  said  restraint  not  onlie  to  be  hurtfuU  and 
preiudiciall  to  thair  estait  in  particular,  bott  also  verie  daingerous  and 
hurtfull  to  the  haill  cuntrey,  they  wer  content  that  the  said  restraint  sould 
goe  on  and  be  estaiblischit ;  provyding  alwayes  ther  wer  ane  particular 
exception  maid  of  the  easteme  and  Noroway  tred,  and  libertie  grantit  for 
transporting  of  herings ;  quhilk  offer  the  saids  skippers  altogidder  refussis, 
and  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Glasgow,  Stirling,  Air,  to  meit  and  convene  at 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  1 3  day  of  this  instant  to  attend  vpone  the 
saids  lords  and  to  deale  in  the  said  mater  till  it  be  putt  to  ane  finale  end, 
and  to  send  commissioners  to  deale  with  his  Majestie  therin  if  neid  requyre, 
and  to  provyd  for  thair  chairges,  quhilk  salbe  defrayit  according  as  they 
sail  prescryve  the  samin ;  to  the  quhilkis  borrowis  the  present  commis- 
sioners gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  doe  in  the  said  mater 
all  and  quhatsumeuir  thai  micht  doe  themeselffis. 
Si^giwatio,  g^    Anent  the  supplication  gevin  in  be  James  Amote  and  Charles 

^?*«?  Qeddes,  for  themeselffis  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  Joseph  Marjoriebankis 

Todrig,  red      and  Qeorge  Todrig,  younger,  pertineris  in  making  of  reid  hering  within 
n^^e.  ^^  realme,  bering  that  quhair  they,  having  vpone  thair  grit  chairges 

and  expenssis  brocht  in  the  tred  of  the  niakiug  of  reid  hering  within  this 
realme,  to  the  no  small  commoditie  of  this  natioun,  [for  which  the 
commissioners  at  the  general  convention  at  Perth  in  1616,  act  37, 
granted  to  them  licence  to  uplift  an  impost  of  ten  shillings  for  each 
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barrel   of  red    herring  made   by   any  person,   till   they  were   paid  the  ?ju?J^«i9^' 

sum  of  2000  merks,  but  the  commissioners  at  the  general  convention  r — jr"T 

held  at  Dumbarton  in  1617,  act  31,  at  the  instance  of  Thomas  Inglis  Geddea, 
and  George  Purves  ordained  the  impost  to  cease.  The  supplicants  now  ®  » ®  • 
asked  that  the  first  act  should  be  ratified  and  the  latter  annulled,  and 
this  was  objected  to  by  George  Purves  who  had  raised  letters  of  suspen- 
sion before  the  lords  of  session.  After  consideration]  the  saids  boirowis 
dischairgis  and  aunullis  the  said  act  maid  at  Dumbartane  and  reponis 
the  saids  compleners  in  thair  owue  plaices  and  to  the  lyk  conditioun  as 
thai  wer  in  befor  the  making  of  the  said  act  at  Dumbartane  in  all  points. 
And  this  decreit  producit  in  presens  of  the  saids  complenars  and  George 
Purves ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  compleners  to  produce  thair  comptes  of 
thair  intromissioun  with  the  said  impost  to  the  nixt  general  conventioun 
of  borrowis. 

37.  Anent   the  supplicatioun  gevin  in   be  Thomas   Speir,    sone  to  g^^P^^^^'*"' 
vmquhill  William  Speir,  [referring  to  the  impost  granted  to  the  latter 
for  defiraying  of  the  commissioners*  charges  who  passed  to  France  for  rati- 
fying the  privileges  of  the  nation,  stating  that  in  his  accounts  a  great 
number  of  persons  are  entered  as  having  paid  who  have  not  done  so,  that 
some  had  suspended  the  charges  given  them,  others  denied  they  had 
goods  in  Normandy,  others  had  passed  furth  of  the  country  and  others 
were  dead,  whereby  he   was    "damnifeit''    in   the  sum  of  348  franks 
7  sous  French  money,  and  intreating  the  burghs  to  repair  the  losses, 
the    commissioners]     ordane     ilk    burgh    quhairin    the    saids    persones 
do  duell  and  remane  that  hes  suspendit  the  chairges  gevin  be  him  to 
theme  for  payment  of  the  said  impost  mak  iust  payment  to  him  of  thair 
pairt  of  the  said  impost  quhen  said  supplicant  or  anie  in  his  name  sail 
requyre  theme  to  that  effect,  or  geve  vp  thair  names  with  all  possible 
diligence  without  anie  forder  proces  or  citatioun  of  law  ;  and  to  the  effect 
the  said  Thomas  may  not  be  ane  losser  at  thair  hands,  bot  ressave  sum 
satisfactioun  in  recompence  of  thair  pairts  quha  is  deid,  or  denyit  his 
said  debt,  or  past  furth  of  the  cuntrey  and  becum  vnresponsable,  they 
ordane  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficientlie  instructit  for 
setting  doun  ane  satled  ordour  and  way  quherby  the  said  Thomas  may 
ressaue  sufficient  recompence   for  his  saids   losses  as  said  is,  vnder  the 
pane  of  fourtie  punds  ilk  burgh. 

M 
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^^uiy'TeiQ^"  ^^'   -^^^^^  ^1^^  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun, 

- — — craving  help  and  support  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  heaven  and  herbarie 

Haddingtoun,  of  Abirlady,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh 
mws^e!  ^  ^^'^  sum  beginning  of  the  said  wark,  and  to  prosecut  the  same  sua 

far  as  thai  can,  and  promittis  be  thir  presents  to  help  and  ayd  theme 
in  thair  said  work,  and  ordanis  ilk   burgh   to   send  thair  commissioner 
sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  general  conventioun  of  borrowis  for  the 
same  eflTect,  vnder  the  pane  of  tuentie  pundis. 
Suppiica-  39.   Anent  the  supplicatiouns  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Kinghome, 

hoTOe!*An^  Anstruther  Wester,  Pittenweyme,  and  be  the  inhabitants  of  Aymouth, 
p'tt*^^'^^***^  craving   support  to  the  reparatioun   of  thair   herbaries,  the  saids  com- 
Aymouth,    '    missioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie  and  Dysart  to 
visite  the  heaven  of  Prettiecur,  pertening  to  the  said  burgh  of  Kinghome, 
the  burghis  of  Sanct  Androes  and  Craill  to  visite  the  heaven  of  Anstruther 
Wester,  the  burghis  of  Dysart  and  Coupar  to  visite  the  heaven  of  Pettin- 
weyme,  and  the  burghis  of  Haddingtoun,  Dumbar,  and  North  Beruick  to 
visite  the  heaven  of  Aymouth  ;  and  to  tak  tryell  anent  the  expediencie 
of  the  saids  heavens  and  herbaries,  and  to  considder  thair  seuerall  neces- 
sities and  quhat  salbe  fittest  to  be  doone  for  thair  help  to  the  reparatioun 
of  the  saids  heavens,  and  to  mak  report  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun of  borrowis,  and  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficientlie 
instructit  for  geving  ansuer  to  the  saids  seuerall  supplicatiounes  to  the 
said  nixt  conventioun. 
Suopiicatioun,         40.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Culros  for 
port^miasiwe.  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  decaying  herberie,  the  saids  commissioners 
ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructit  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  geve  ansuer  therto. 
Norberwick,  4 1 .   Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  North berwick, 

mwSre!  Craving  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  herbarie,  the  saids  commissioners 

of  borrowis,  considdering  the  expediencie  of  the  said  work  and  that  the 
same  is  alredy  weill  begun  be  the  said  burgh  thameselffis,  in  considera- 
tioun  quherof  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  for  thair  better  further- 
ance in  thair  said  work  grants  and  gevis  vnto  thame  the  soume  of  tua 
hundredth  punds  to  be  bestowit  and  imployet  vpone  the  said  work,  and 
onlanis  the  said  burgh  to  mak  compt  of  the  imploymcnt  of  the  same  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send 
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thair  pairt  thairof  to  the  said  nixt  conventioun,  according  to  the  extent  ^^^^^fgjg'' 

roll,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  punds  by  and  attour  thair  payment  of 

thair  pairt  of  the  said  soume. 

42.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Alexander  Gray,  in  name  Peterheid,  iijc 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Peterheid,  craving  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  JJiSswe.'^' 
herbarie,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  considdering  the  necessitie 

of  the  said  heaven,  and  finding  the  same  to  be  verie  expedient  to  all 
merchands  and  travellers  for  saiftie  of  thair  schips  and  guids  in  t3nne  of 
tempest,  lying  into  so  open  ane  plaice  of  the  cuntrie,  they  grant  and  gevis 
the  said  Alexander,  in  name  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  toun 
of  Peterheid,  the  soume  of  thrie  hundredth  punds  to  be  imployet  and 
bestowit  vpone  the  reparatioun  of  the  said  herbarie  ;  and  the  said  Alexander 
comperand  band  and  obleist  himselff  for  bestowing  and  imploying  of  the 
said  soume  vpone  the  said  herbarie  and  no  vtherwayes,  and  ordanis  ilk 
burgh  to  send  thair  pairt  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conyentioun  of 
borrowis  according  to  the  extent  roll,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  punds 
by  and  attour  the  payment  of  thair  pairt  of  the  said  soume. 

43.  Ordanis  the  borrowis  of  Dysart,  Craill,  Dundie  and  St  Androes  Commissio, 
to  direct   their  commissioners   to   meitt   and  con  vein   at   the   burgh   of  borrowis, 
Anstruther  Eister  the  (blank)  day  of   (blank),  and  to  tak  tryell  anent  '"^^^®- 
thair  forme  of  vptaking  of  the  impost  grantit  vnto  theme  for  supplie  of 

thair  harbarie  and  how  the  samin  is  bestowit,  and  to  report  thair  diligence 
thairanent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun. 

44.  The  commissioners  granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  from  Exemptiouns, 
general  conventions  on   the  usual  conditions,   viz. :  Innernes,  from  conventions  t.°° der^Annan 
south  of  the  Tay  for  five  years  ;  Lauder,  from  conventions  north  of  the  Forth  for  Lochmaben, 
three  years  ;  Annand  and  Lochmaben  for  five  years,  and  Kilranie  for  three  years.  Kilrame. 

45.  Ordained  that  the  agent  pay  "  to  Alexander  Makcartney,  for  his  bygane  preoept,  Agent, 
seruice  taikin  be  him  and  to  be  tane  in  thair  commoun  efiaires,  the  soume  of  Makcjartney. 
fourtie  punds." 

46.  Vnderstanding  the  abilitie  and  qualificatioun  of  George  Ramsaye  Admissio, 
and  of  his  guid  seruice  done  and  to  be  done  be  him  to  the  saids  com-     "^^^^  ^^^  * 
missioners  of  borrowis,  thayrfore  they  admitt  and  ressave  the  said  George 
Ramsay  to  be  thair  commoun  post,  and  ordanis  him  to  be  imployit  in 

making  of  all  thair  wairnings. 
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Haddingtiw,  47.  The  burgh  of  Abirbrotbok  unlawed  in  £40  for  not   producing  the  form 

9  July  1619.      Qf  election  of  their  magistrates  as  required  by  the  7  th  act  of  last  general  conven- 
Abirbrothok,     tion. 

SlS^  agent         ^®-  Ordained  that  the  clerk  of  Haddingtoun  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the 
Precept,  agent,  missives  this  year. 

olerk  of  Had-  49.  The  commissioners  dissolved  the  present  general  convention,  and  appointed 

the  next  to  be  held  at  Stirling,  beginning  at  4  July  1620. 


dingtoun. 

Conventioun 
diasolvit. 


Edixburoh. 
13  July  1619. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Eilinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Con- 
querour ;  Dundie,  Robert  Clayhillis ;  Abirdein,  Sir  Thomas  Meinyeis  ; 
Stirling,  Cristell  Alexander  ;  Glasgow,  Mathow  TumebuU  ;  Air,  James 
Blair ;  Lynljrthgow,  James  Qlen  ;  Dumbartane,  Thomas  Fallisdaill ;  Had- 
dingtoun, George  Hepbume  ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Corsane. 


IS  July  1619. 

Modeimiour.  1.   David   Aikenheid,   first    in   commission    for    Edinburgh^   elected 

moderator. 

Juder|K  Md*  2.  TIio  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  for  setting 

*  douD  ane  porfyt  jailge  of  the  barrellis  of  salmond^  conforme  to  the  com- 

missiouu  and  powar  grantit  to  thome  be  the  commissioners  of  the  last 
gonorall  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  Haddingtoun  vpone  the  aucbt 
day  of  Julii  instant,  mair  at  length  contenit  in  the  31  act  of  the  same 
civm*entioiin  and  tir^t  article  of  the  samin,  haiffimd  efier  mature  delibera- 
tioun  ct^nsiddorit  the  gritt  hurt  and  dampnage  sustenit  be  the  diuersitie  of 
the  bam'Ilis  and  tries  made  bo  cinijvrs  of  sic  quantitie  as  they  pleis  for 
thair  awiu  }vurtioular  pn^flVnt^  ami  quhat  gritt  benefeit  wald  redound  to 
Uu>  haill  uatiouu  U^  auo  vuiversall  measure*  as  als  that  his  Majestie  and 
t>«tAittt>8  of  ^virliauunxt  in  the  |vurUainent  haldin  at  Halymdhous  the  last 
^4"  Aprylo  l%^7S«  o.  57.  had  st^tut  and  oivtanit  that  ilk  salmond  barreU 
(H>uld  wntoiu  tuolf  gallouivt  of  the  Stirliix^  pynt ;  lyk  as  als  his  Majestie 
and  tv^taittivH  iu  the  |^ilian\ont  hal\iiu  at  Kiliuburgfa  the  22  day  of  Maij 
\  5S4  had  mtitiot  and  appix^viu  the  !«aid  act  ami  further  statut  and  <xdanit 
that  thaiv  H\mld  Iv  iU\o  iust  uu>a«u^x'  and  staiKtort  for  the  stdmond  maid 
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be  the  borrowis  conforme  to  the  aid  actes  of  parliament  and  the  samyne  to  Edinbuboh. 

remane  at  the  burgh  of  Abirdene  :  Thairfore  for  obedience  of  the  saids '— 

actes,  and  for  fulfilling  of  the  samin,  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  ane  Judge,  sai- 
iust  measoure  and  stand  ert  to  be  maid  for  the  said  salmond  barrellis,  con-  ' 
tening  tuelf  gallonnes  of  the  said  Stirling  pynt,  to  be  delyuerit  to  the  said 
burgh  of  Abirdein,  thair  to  remane  in  all  tyme  cuming  ;  and  als  vther 
tua  standerts  to  be  maid,  contening  as  said  is,  to  be  delyuerit  to  the  lordis 
of  his  majesties  secreit  counsale ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  haill  thrie  stan- 
derts to  be  markit  with  the  lettres  of  C  and  B  drawin  throw  vther  as  the 
mark  of  the  commissioners  of  borrowis,  and  with  the  coupars  mark,  maker 
of  the  samin;  and  for  to  sie  the  samin  maid,  appointis  the  commissioners 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein  and  Glasgow,  and  ordanis  the 
saids  commissioners  to  caus  the  samin  be  redy  against  Thurisday  nixt  to 
the  effect  abonewrittin  ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Menzeis,  commissioner  for  the 
burgh  of  Abirdein,  disassentit  frome  this  present  act. 

3.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ratifies  and  apprevis  the  act  Ratificatioun, 
of  the  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Lynlythgow  i^^SigS^,  4 
vpone  the  4  day  of  Julij  1599,  in  the  haill  heids,  articles  and  claussis  of  "^^^y  ^^^^« 
the  same  ;  and  further,  forsamikle  as  thair  is  ane  complaint  gevin  in  be  statat,  Cam- 
certain  nichtboures,  merchands  of  Edinburgh  and  tredders  in  the  Low  vatom-J^fa^' 
Cuntreyis,  to  the  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  Haddingtoun  *^^^  ™®'' 
vpone  the  [8]  day  of  Julij   instant,  and  be  them  remittit  to  this  par- 
ticular conventioun  against  Jacob  Kene,  Maximilian  {blank),  Bartolomeis 

and  Mortem  de  Cumek,  induellers  in  Campheir  thair,  quha  ar  vnder  the 
compas  of  the  same  act,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis 
discharges  all  Scott  is  merchands,  or  thair  factouris,  frome  selling  anie 
staiple  waires  cummand  fra  Scotland  to  theme  or  anie  of  theme,  or  to  anie 
vther  in  thair  names  to  thair  behoof,  directlie  or  indirectlie,  vnder  the 
pane  of  ten  punds  Fleyms  sua  oft  as  thai  failzie,  to  be  vptaiken  be  the 
coDservatour,  the  ane  half  to  be  payit  to  the  conservatour  and  the  vther  half 
to  the  borrowis,  and  the  conservatour  to  be  comptable  thairfore;  and 
ordanis  the  conservatour  to  sie  the  said  act  of  the  dait  foresaid  with  this 
present  act  to  be  putt  to  executioun ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Meinzies,  commis- 
sioner for  the  burgh  of  Abirdein,  dissassentit  from  this  present  act. 

4.  Anent  the  supplication  of  Mr  John  Rutherfurd,  commissioner  of  Jedburgh,  Jedburgh, 
referred  to  in  the  32  act  of  last  general  convention)  the  commissioners  ordained 
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Wigtoun, 

Stranrawer, 

miflsiwe. 


Edinburgh,      that  burgh  to  prosecute  the  action  against  Kelso  and  Hawick,  "  and  they  promitt 
18  Jiily  1619.    ^  YiB^  consideratioun  of  the  charges  to  be  debursit  be  theme  thairin." 

5.  Ordanis  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  that  in  the 
apointment  to  be  maid  betuixt  theme  and  the  toun  of  Stranrawer,  anent 
thair  new  erectioun,  they  doe  nothing  without  the  advyse  of  the  toun  of 
Edinburgh,  and  that  they  report  to  the  next  conventioun  of  borrowis  thair 
proceidings  therin. 

6.  Ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cans  direct  the  missiwes  to  the 
minister  of  Campheir,  Thomas  Cunninghame,  Thomas  Ewing,  and  to  the 
conservatour  deputt,  according  to  the  articles  sett  doun  in  the  actes  of  the 
last  generall  conventioun. 


Miadwes,  min- 
ister at  Cam- 
pheir, Ewing, 
Cuninghame 
conserratour 
deput. 


Bui^his  of 
baronie. 


Shipping. 


Dundie, 
vnlawit. 


Semple, 
FalludaiU. 


16  July  1619. 

7.  Oixlained  that  a  particular  convention  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  25 
November  next  **  to  treat,  resson,  vote  and  conclud  '*  regarding  the  prejudice 
caused  to  the  royal  burghs  by  the  burghis  of  barony. 

8.  Anent  the  mater  of  the  shipping  [referred  to  in  the  35  act  of 
last  general  convention]  ordanis  the  saids  commissioners  to  remane  and 
attend  vpoun  the  finall  decisioun  of  the  same  conforme  to  the  said  act 

9.  Vnlaws  the  burgh  of  Dundie  in  the  soume  of  tuentie  punds  for 
depairting  frome  this  present  conventioun  before  the  dissolving  thairof. 

10.  Ordained  that  the  clerk  present  to  next  convention  the  bond  by  John 
Semple  and  others  to  the  burghs  referred  to  in  the  30  act  of  last  general 
convention. 


Edikbuboh. 
26  November 
1619. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Johnne  Inglis;  Perth,  Andro  Con- 
querour^  Dundie,  James  Boyter ;  Abirdene,  George  Nicolsoun  ;  Stirling, 
Johne  Scherar  ;  Lythgow,  Andro  Mylne ;  Glasgow,  James  Inglis  ;  Air 
(blank)  ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Corsane  ;  Hadingtoun,  George  Hepbume  ; 
Sanctandroes,  Robert  Taelyeour;  Coupar,  Dauid  Andersoun;  Caraill, 
Johnne  Dingwall ;  Kirkcudbrycht,  Eduard  Forrester ;  Wigtoun,  William 
Dumbar ;     Muntros,    (bhmk) ;    Jedburgh,    Maister    Johne    Rutherfurd  ; 
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Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb ;    Dysart,  Dauid   Crystiesoim  ;    Irwyn,  Johne  Edinburgh. 
Blair  ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves.  I619. 


25  November  1619. 

1.  David  Aikinheid,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.       Moderator. 

26  November  1619. 

2.   Forsamikle  as  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstand-  Burghs  of 

....  barome, 

ing  the  number  of  the  burghs  of  baronie  daylie  to  increis  and  ar  lyk  to  miasive. 
grow  to  so  grit  ane  number  that  thairby  his  Majesties  frie  royall  borrowis 
are  grittumlie  hurt  and  dampnifiet,  and  willing  that  the  same  sould  be 
preventit  and   sum  guid  remeid   fund   out  for  preventing   thairof,  and 
thairfore  hes  thocht  meit  and  expedient  that  the  contraversies  depending 
anent  thair  liberties  sould  be  decydit  and  putt  to  ane  finall  end,  and  for 
better  effectuatting  of  the  said  purpose  they  haif  nominat  and  be  thir 
presents  nominattis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dun  die,  Aberdein, 
Stirling,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow  and  Air,  for  treitting  and  handling  of 
the  said  mater,  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghis  to  send  thair  commissioners 
sufficientlie  instructit  with  commissiounes  frome  thair  burghis  of  the  most 
meitt  and  qualifiet  persones  within  thair  said  burghis  to  meitt  and  convoin 
at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tuentie  saxt  day  of  Februar  nixtocum 
in  the  yeir  of  God  1620  yeires,  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  for  deliber- 
atting  advysing  and  concluding  vpone  the  fittest  and  most  expedient  way 
for  redres  of  the  saids  hurts  and  ending  of  the  saids  contraversies  and 
prosecutting  therof,  to  quhome  the  present  commissioners  gevis  thair  full 
powar  and  commissioun  to  doe,  vse,  and  exerce  all  and  quhatsumeuir  thai 
micht  haif  done  themeselflBs  in  this  present  conventioun ;   with  powar  to 
theme  to  advyse,  consult,  and  deliberat  with  the  best  and  most  expert  and 
learnit  men  of  this  realme  anent  the  most  expedient  way  for  preventing 
of  the  saids  hurts  and  putting  of  the  saids  contraversies  anent  ather  of 
thair  liberties  to  ane  end,  and  to  nominat,  elect  and  choose  sic  ane  per- 
sone  or  persones  for  prosecutting  of  the  said  mater  to  the  finall  decisioun 
therof  quhom  they  sail  find  most  meitt  and  qualifiet  for  that  eflTect ;  and 
also  with  powar  to  theme  to  condiscend  vpone  sic  ane  soume  of  money  as 
they  sail  think  meitt  expedient  and  sufficient  for  defraying  of  the  haill 
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le^Nove^ber    ^^P^^^^^s  ^^^  chairges  that  salbe  debursit  in  prosecutting  of  tlie  said 
1619.  mater,  and  ordanis  the  samyn  to  be  coUectit  and  gadderit  according  to 

the  taxt  roll. 


Edinburgh. 
28  February 
1620. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Conquer- 
our  ;  Dundie,  Maister  William  Fergussoun  ;  Abirdein,  George  Nicolsoun, 
Stirling,  Johnne  Scherar ;  Sanctandroes,  Robert  Tailyeor ;  Glasgow, 
James  Inglis  ;  Air  (blank). 


28  February  1620. 


Moderator."^  1.   David   Aikinheid,    first    in    commission    for    Edinburgh,    elected 

moderator. 


Particular  oon- 
yentiouxui. 


Ck>nMr|gferi6. 
relict  of  Neil 


29  February  1620. 

2.  Forsamikle  as  diuers  borrowis  who  ar  appointed  for  treatting 
anent  diuers  of  the  most  wechtie  and  most  necessar  effaires  belonging  to 
the  commounweill  of  borrowis  does  not  meit  at  the  particular  conventiouns, 
sua  that  these  maters  doeth  ether  desert  or  littill  or  nathing  done  thair- 
anent,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  this  whole  estait,  thairfore  ordanis  that  the 
same  be  rememberit  in  the  missiwe  that  sum  remeid  may  be  had 
quhairby  these  euillis  may  be  prevented,  and  that  ilk  burgh  send  thair 
commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  to  that  effect  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis  to  be  haldin  at  Stirling  in  Julii  nixt. 

8.  The  present  commissioners  of  borrowis,  having  ryplie  advysit 
anent  the  plaicing  of  ane  sufficient  and  qualifiet  persoune  to  be  maister 
of  the  consergerie  hous  in  Campheir  in  plaice  of  umquhill  Neill  Kae, 
maister  therof,  and  finding  that  nather  thair  namber  is  sufficient  for 
estaiblisching  of  that  mater  inrespect  of  the  small  nomber  presentlie 
convenit  and  absence  of  sum  who  sould  haif  convenit  at  this  particular 
conventioun,  nather  could  thai  weill  conclud  that  mater  seing  the  same 
does  conceme  the  whole  generall  conventioun  and  that  the  saids  commis- 
sioners had  no  commissioun  of  theme  to  that  effect,  and  thairfore  findis 
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it  most  meit  and  expedient  that  the  said  mater  salbe  continewed  to  the  S^S^^°°' 
nixt  generall  eonventioun  of  borrowis,  and  ordanis  the  same  to  be  remem-  1620. 


berit  in  the  missiwe  that  ilk  burgh  may  send  thair  commissioners  suflS-  Consergene, 

cientlie  instnictit  for  planting  and  estaiblishing  ane  qualifiet  persone  in  ^^*  ^^  ^®*^ 

the  said  vacand  plaice,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiwe  ;  and 

in  the  meane  tyme,  that  the  natioun  resorting  to  the  said  toun  of  Cam- 

pheir    be    not    defraudit    of   sufficient    ins    and    houssis    for   ressaiving 

and  intertaymeing  of  theme,  thairfore  findis  it  expedient  that  the   relict 

of  the  said  umquhill  Neill  Kae  sail   supplie   the  said   plaice  till  forder 

ordour  be  taiken  theranent  be  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  and 

sum  certan  persone  estaiblished  be  theme  therin,  provyding  alwayes  that  the 

said  natioun  be  weill  vsit  and  the  said  hous  sufficientlie  fumishit  for  thair 

ressait  and  intertaynement,  vtherwayes  that  the  said  natioun  be  licentiat 

to  pas  to  thair  factouris  houssis  till   the  said  plaice  be  provydit  be   the 

saids  bonowis,  and  to  this  efifect  ordanis  thair  clerk   in   thair  names  to 

wryte  to  the  conservatour  deputt  to  sie  this  ordour  now  prescryved  keiped 

be  the  said  natioun  and  factouris  thair,  and  to  tak  tryell  of  the  said  relict 

hir  qualificatioun  and  abilitie,  and  to  caus  the  saids  factours  serue  the  said 

natioun  ;  as  also,  ordanis  to  remember  in  the  missiwe  anent  the  electioun 

of  ane  clerk  to  the  conservatour  in  plaice  of  the  said  vmquhill  Neill  Kae, 

clerk  also  to  the  said  conservatour. 

4.  The   commissionera,  in  consequence    of  the    absence    of  some    of  those  B^gr^^s  of 
appointed  to  convene  for  taking  means  for  preventing  the  damages  to  the  royal 
burghs  through  the  increase  of  the  burghs  of  barony,  "  continewis  the  said  mater  to 

the  nixt  generall  eonventioun,'*  and  directed  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners 
instructed  thereanent. 

1  March  1620. 

5.  The  commissioners  continued  till  nixt  general  convention  "the  mater  of Excvso, hering, 
the  excyse  hering,  depending  before  the  loixls  of  his  M  ajesties  sessioun,  at  the  Archibald, 
instance  Maister  Johne  Archibald,  allegit  takisman  of  the  said  excyse  herings 

taken  in  the  West  Yles,  against  certane  inhabitants  of  the  frie  borrowis  of  this 
realme." 

8  March  1620. 

The  Commissioners  of  borrowis  vnderwrittin,  beand  convenifc  anent  impost  at 
the  extraordiner  impost  and  custome  vpliftit  be  my  Lord  Forbus,  laird 
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Hairthill,  and  laird  of  Nuttoun,  at  thair  faires,  of  St  Serff,  St  Bartle,  and 
St  Laurence,  frome,  the  inhabitants  of  the  borrowis ;  lyk  as,  thai  haiffing 
menit  thame  selffis  to  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  counsell  thairanent,  and 
the  saids  lords  haiffing  con  tine  wit  the  said  mater  to  the  first  counsall  day 
efter  the  1 5  day  of  Jiilij  nixt,  vpoun  houp  of  agriement  and  of  sum  guid 
ordour  to  be  sett  doun  be  the  saids  pairties  betuixt  and  the  said  day, 
in  the  quhilk  agriement  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  nominat 
for  theme  the  burghis  of  Dundie,  Abirdein  and  Muntrose  ;  thairfore  the 
saids  commissioners  vnderwrittin  ordanis  thair  generall  clerk  in  thair  name 
to  wryte  to  the  saids  borrowis  desyring  theme  to  send  sic  ane  qualifiet  per- 
sone  out  of  thair  burgh  as  thai  sail  think  meit  for  treatting  of  the  said 
mater  and  concluding  thairin,  to  meitt  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeen  the  6  day  of  Junij  nixt  with  the  saids  persones,  quhairanent 
thir  presents  salbe  his  warrand. 


Stirlino. 
4  July  1620. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Striviling. 

4  July  1620. 
Edinburgh,  Mungo  Makcall,  James  Danielstoun  ;  Perth,  Henrye 
Elder ;  Dundie,  Maister  William  Fergussoun  ;  Abirdein,  George  Nicol- 
soun  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Johnnestoun  ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Glas- 
gow, James  Inglis  ;  Sanctandroes,  Robert  Taelyeour ;  Air,  Johnne 
Osbume ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun  ;  Haddingtoun,  George  Hepbume  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb ;  Muntrose,  Maister  William  Makkeane ; 
Coupar,  Robert  Petersoun  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander ;  Dum- 
freis,  Stevin  Lourye ;  Bruntyland,  William  Miklejohnne  ;  Innerkething, 
Mark  Kinglassie  ;  Kinghorne,  Maister  Robert  Cunyngbame  ;  Brechin, 
Johnne  Vdnay ;  Elgyne,  James  Rutherfurd ;  Jedburgh,  Johnne  Penman  ; 
Kirkcudbricht,  Robert  Bell ;  Pettinwejrme,  William  Stevinsoun ;  Dum- 
fermeling,  Robert  Aitkyne ;  Dumbartane,  Johnne  Fallisdaill ;  Renfrew^ 
William  Sommervell  ;  Lanerick,  Robert  Lockhart ;  Abirbrothok,  Dauid 
Ramsay  ;  Peibles,  Johnne  Diksoun  ;  Craill,  Allane  Cunningbame  ; 
Selkirk,  William  Scott ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Thomas  Richardsoun ; 
Culros,  Robert  Forrett ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves  ;  Bamff,  George  Sheir- 
wood  ;    Forfar,   Maister  Dauid  Persoun  ;  Rutherglen,    Johnne  Pinkcar- 
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toun ;    Northberuick,   Johnne  Mure  ;    Culane,  James   Ogiluie ;    Naime,     Stirling. 
Johnne  Rose  ;  Lauder,  Mark  Sandersoun  ;   Irwyne,   Thayne,   Quhithorne,        ^^^ 
Forres,  Kilranie,  Annand,  Lochmaben,   and   Sanquhare,   exemptione  and 
ratificatioun    producit     be    agent ;     Innemes,    Wigtoun,    and    Rothesay 
(blank), 

1.  Johnne  Scherar,  first  in  commission  for  Stirlinff,  elected  moderator.      J      Moderator. 

2.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  3d  act  of  last  general  convention.  meittS^ 

3.   Ordanis  ilk  burffh  to  produce  in  writt  to  the  nixt  generall  conven-  Outiand  bur- 

...  .    .  .  .  gessis,  vnfrie  • 

tioun  mair  exact  diligence  in  restraining  thair  outiand   burgessis,  fore-  men,8U8pen 
stallers,  regratters,  and  saillers  without  tickettis,  and  vnfriemen  vsurping  ^ummes,"^ 
thair  liberties,  [and  also]  in  publishing  and  intimatting  to  thair  inhabi- °"®^^^®- 
tants  the  acts  of  borrowis  maid  anent  purchessers  of  suspensiounes  and 
aduocatiounes,  sinistrioustlie,  and  putting  of  the  same  to  further  execu- 
tioun,  vnder  the  pane  of  ane  vnlaw  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 

6  July  1620. 

4.  Anent  the  28th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Mungo  M*Call,  one  of  ^^"^"8^^^™®» 
the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  produced  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Cuninghame  missiwe.' 

of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  for  defraying  the  minister's  stipend. 
The  sum  intromitted  with  from  12  May  1619  to  16  April  last,  extended  to  £170, 
1 4s.  gritt  Flemish  money,  whereof  there  was  paid  to  the  minister  the  sum  of 
£133,  6s.  8d.,  to  the  reider  £16,  13s.  4d.,  to  the  keeper  of  the  kirk  £12,  extend- 
ing in  all  to  £162,  leaving  in  the  collector's  hands  £8,  14s.  The  commissioners 
ordained  the  clerk  to  write  to  Cunningham  asking  him  to  continue  in  uplifting  the 
impost  and  to  send  his  accounts  to  next  convention,  and  to  be  more  particular  in 
his  accounts  of  the  manner  of  uplifting  the  duty  of  one  shilling  for  each  sack  of 
goods  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  factors  in  a  cour^  held  in  1612. 

5.  Forsamikle  as  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstand-  Elements, 
ing  be  Thonias  Cuninghame,   factor  in  Campheir  and  collector  of  the  factouris,    ' 
impost  granted  for  defraying  of  the  ministers  stipend  thair,  his  comptes  ^^^P^®""- 
of  the  said  impost,  that  onlie  he  in  tyraes  bypast  hes  bein  burdenit  with  the 
fumissing  of  the  elements,  and  seing  that  the  remanent  factouris  thair 
injoyes  als  grit  benefeit  as  he  or  anie  vthers,  thairfore  the  saids  commis- 
sioners of  borrowis  ordanis  that  the  saids  elements  salbe  furnish  it  in  all 

tjnnes  cuming  vpone  the  commoun  expenssis  of  the  haill  factouris  ;  and 
to  this  effect  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  wrytt  to  the  conservatour  deputt  in 
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6  Juf^elb    *^^^^  naymes,  willing  and   desyring  him  to  conveyne  the  saids  factonris, 

and  to  intimat  to  theme  this  present  ordinance  and  to  sie  the  same  put 

to  executioun  in  all  pointes. 
Minister,  Cam-         g    Anent  the   27   act   of  the   last   eenerall  conventioun  of  borrowis 

pheiTj  stipend.  ,  ^ 

haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  the  aucht  day  of  Julij  the  yeir  of 
God  1619  yeires,  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  suffi- 
cientlie  instructit  for  geving  ansuer  to  the  missiwe  lettre  direct  from  the 
minister  of  Campheir  to  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  craving 
farther  augmentatioun  of  his  stipend  and  perfyt  securitie  thairof,  comperit 
Mungo  Makcall,  ane  of  the  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and 
producit  ane  vther  missiwe  lettre  direct  frome  the  said  minister  to  the 
eflFect  abonewrittin  to  the  present  commissioners,  thairfore  the  saids  com- 
missioners of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  be  ane  former  contract  past 
betuixt  theme  and  the  said  maister  Alexander  at  ane  particular  conven- 
tioun of  boiTowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  22  day  of  Januar 
1614  yeires,  had  agreit  and  condiscendit  that  the  said  maister  Alexander 
sould  haif  for  his  yeirlie  stipend  during  his  ministrie  thair,  and  in  con- 
tentatioun  thairof  vplift  and  ressave,  be  himselflf  and  his  collectors  quhilk 
sould  haif  bein  apointit  for  ingaddering  of  the  same,  the  particular  dewi;yes 
contenit  in  the  particular  act  of  borrowis  maid  thairanent  of  goodes,  mer- 
chands,  mariners,  ships,  and  skippers,  as  is  seuerallie  therin  contenit  of 
the  dait  the  26  day  of  Julij  the  yeir  of  God  1612  yeires,  togither  with 
the  particular  dewtyes  grantit  be  the  factouris  thair  for  thair  pairts  of  his 
said  stipend  ;  and  becaus  that  before  that  time  the  saids  dewtyes  had  not 
bein  coUectit  in  such  sort  as  that  perfyt  knowleg  was  had  to  quhat  sourae 
the  same  micbt  haif  yeirlie  araountit,  tliairfore  it  was  agreit  and  condi- 
scendit vpon  betuixt  the  saids  borrowis  and  the  said  maister  Alexander 
that  he  sould  haif  for  the  spaice  of  tua  yeires  following  bis  entrie 
allanerlie  to  the  ministrie  of  the  said  kirk  at  Campheir,  quhilk  wa«  and 
began  the  first  day  of  Marche  1614,  the  soume  of  aucht  hundreth  guid- 
lings,  Flemys  money,  at  four  tymes  in  the  yeir,  provyding  alwayes  that 
incaice  it  sould  pleis  the  said  maister  Alexander  efter  his  arryveU  to  the 
said  toun  of  Campheir  to  choose  rathyer  to  vplift  the  saids  dewties  be 
him  selff  and  his  coUectouris  then  to  accept  of  the  said  soume  of  aucht 
hundreth  guidlings,  and  sould  mak  dew  and  lauchfull  intimatioun  to  the 
commissioners  of  borrowis  at  their  generall  conventioun,  then  and  in  that 
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caice  that  sett  of  the  saids  dewtyes  maid  be  him  in  maner  abonewrittin  to    5  j™^Je26 

haif  bene  null,  vtherwayes  to  stand  in  the  full  strenth,  force,  and  effect,  Minister  Cam- 

as  the  said  contract  and  appointment  of  the  dait  foresaid  at  mair  length  pi^eir,  stipend. 

beris  ;  and  now  seing  the  said  maister  Alexander  hes  both  by  his  former 

missiwe  lettre  direct  to   the  preceiding  commissioners  convenit  at  the 

burgh  of  Haddingtoun  in  Julij    last,  and   lykwayes  be  his  vther  missiwe 

direct  to  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis,  declairit  how  grittumlie 

the  ingathering  of  the  said   impost  be  him  selff  vald  distract  him  frome 

his  functioun  and  seruice  of  ministrie,  and  thairfore  hes  rather  choysit 

to   accept  of  ane    yeirlie   stipend   then  to   ingather  the   saids   dewtyes 

grantit  for  defraying  of  the  said  stipend,  and  craivit  ane  perfyt  suretie  for 

his  said  stipend  ;  quhilk  desyre  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  thocht 

ressonabill,  and  to  the  effect   the  said  maister  Alexander  sould  not  be 

hinderit  nor  distractit  frome  his  functioun  of  ministrie  thair,  to  the  hinder- 

ance  of  the  advancement  of  the  gospell  and  ecclesiasticall  discipline  thair, 

and  for  geving  him  satisfactioun  and  suretie  of  his   stipend,  they  haif 

agreit  and  condiscendit  that  the  said  maister  Alexander  sail  haif  during 

his  seruice  at  the  said  kirk  of  Campheir  for  his  yeirlie  stipend  the  soume 

of  aucht  hundreth  guidlings,  Fleyms  money,  and  that  in  full  contentatioun 

of  the  saids  dewties  grantit  to  him  for  his  said  stipend,  quhilk  soume  they 

be  thir  presents  binds  and  obleissis  them  to  content  and  pay  to  the  said 

maister  Alexander  during  his  seruice  thair  at  four  termes  in  the  yeir ;  and 

as  to  the  augmentatioun  craivit,  they  ordayne  thair  clerk  in  thair  names 

to  wryte  to  the  said  maister  Alexander  showing  him  that  inrespect  of  the 

naeannes  of  the  excres  of  the  impost  this  yeir  thair  is  no  meanes  left 

quhairby  they  ar    abill    to    recompens   his   guid   seruice,    and   thairfore 

desyring  him  as  he  hes  begun  to  continew  in  his  seruice,  and  quhen  it 

salhappin  that  thair  salbe  meanes  quherby  his  paines  may  be  rememberit 

they  sail  not  be  forgetfuU  to  geve  him  all  satisfactioun  according  to  thair 

powar. 

7.   Forsamikle  as  be  diuers  acts  and   statuttis  of  borrowis,   and  in  statut, 

factouns,  Cani' 

speciall  be  the  4 1  act  of  the  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  pheir,  conser- 
the  burgh  of  Dysart  the  15   day   of  Junij    1593,  it  was  fund   that  the  Missiwe. 
factouris  in  Campheir  aucht  and  sould  content  thameselflSs   with  thair 
office  of  factorie  and   wer  ordanit  to   desist  and  ceis  from  all  bying  and 
selling  of  anie  Scottis  waires  to  thair  awin  behoofe,  bott  allanerlie  to  the 
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Stirling. 
5:Julyil620. 

Statut, 

factouris,  Cam 
pheir,  couser- 
vatour, 
misaiwe. 


Ramsay, 
Beattie, 
Munros, 
miBsiwe. 


Consergerie 
hous,  Porter- 
feild. 


Weill,  profeit,  and  behoove  of  the  merchaods  to  quhome  they  ar  subject  to 
mak  corapt  thairof  vnder  the  payne  of  tinsell  of  thair  oflSs  ;  as  lykwayes, 
in  the  conventioun  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Stirling  the  second  day  of  July 
1594  the  same  act  was  ratifiet  and  appro vin  in  all  pointes,  and  my  lord 
conservatour  ordanit  to  put  the  same  to  executioun  vnder  the  payne  con- 
tenit  in  the  said  act ;  notwithstanding  quhairof  the  present  factouris  at 
Campheir  does  buye  and  sell  all  kynd  of  waires  and  does  transport  the 
same  to  and  frome  Scotland  to  thair  owne  behove  allanerlie,  to  the  grit 
hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  haill  merchands  trafficqueris  in  these  plaices ; 
for  remeid  quhairof,  the  present  commission eris  of  borrowis  does  of  new 
ratifie  and  approve  the  saids  actes,  in  all  the  heids,  articles,  and  claussis 
thairof,  and  dischairges  the  saids  factouris  frome  buying  or  selling  of  anie 
waires  and  frome  all  kynd  of  trafficquing  to  thair  awin  behoofe  ;  and 
ordanis  my  lord  conservatour,  being  present,  to  intimat  this  present  ordi- 
nance to  the  saids  factouris,  and  to  put  the  samyne  to  executioun  in  all 
pointes  vnder  the  paynes  contenit  in  the  said  acts ;  as  also  to  tak  tryell 
of  theme  who  hes  transgressit  in  tymes  bypast  and  to  punish  theme 
according  to  the  tennour  of  the  saids  actes,  and  to  report  his  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

8.  There  being  produced  a  letter  from  the  magistrates  of  Cafopheir  to  the 
dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  showing  that  Jobnne  Ramsay  and  Robert  Beattie, 
merchants,  burgesses  of  Munros,  had  transported  certain  staple  wares  to  Rotter- 
dam and  not  to  the  staple  port  at  Campheir,  the  commissioners  ordained  the 
burgh  of  Munros  to  cause  Ramsay  and  Beattie  to  appear  before  next  general 
convention  under  the  penalty  of  £100. 

9.  Anent  the  3d  act  of  last  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  on  29 
February  last,  the  commissioners  elected  Johnne  Porterfeild,  merchant,  burgess 
of  Edinburgh,  to  be  master  and  keeper  of  the  consergerie  house  at  Campheir. 


Commissioun,  |  Q    Anent  the  mater  of  the  burghis  of  barronie,  mentionat  in  the  4 

biirghia  of  bar-  .  ,  o  .  \ 

ronie,  missiwe.  act  of  the  last  particular  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  the  29  day  of  Februar  last,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis 
ordains  that  in  caice  it  sail  pleis  God  that  his  Majestie  sail  repair  to  this 
cuntrey  betuixt  and  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
immediatlie  before  his  cuming  to  convein  the  burghis  of  Perth,  Dundie, 
Abirdein,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  St  Androes,  Air,  L3rthgow,  Dumfreis  and 
Haddingtoun,  for  consulting,  dcliberatting,  advysing  and  concluding  vpon 
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the  fittest  meanes  for  redres  of  the  hurts  sustenit  be  the  frie  royall  bor-    ^^77^5^2^ 

^  5  July  1620. 

rowis  throw  the  incres  of  the  burghis  of  barroDie  and  for  decyiding  oi  commissiouiT" 
ather  of  thair  liberties  ....  and  vtherwayes  incaice  of  his  majesties  burghis  of  bar- 
not  cuming  ordanis  the  said  mater  to  [be]  rememberit  in  the  missiwe.  ' 

11.  Anent  the  8th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  found  Electioun, 
that  the  burghs  of  Kirkcudbright  and  Innerkething  had  not  proceeded  in  their  K^kcu^-  ^' 
elections  conform  to  the  acts.     The  penalties  were   dispensed  with  in  the  mean-  brycht,  Inner- 
time  and  the  burghs  ordained  to  conform  in  future.  ®      ^* 

1 2.  For  obedience  of  the  9th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioners  Electioun, 
of  Perth  and  Lynlythgow  produced  the  form  of  election  of  their  magistrates  at  ™^hLyn- 
Michaelmas  last.     The  commissioners  found  that  the  burgh  of  Lynlythgow  had,  lyth^w, 
and  the  burgh  of  Perth  had  not,  compUed  with  the  acts  and  both  were   ordained  °^^*^®- 

to  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burghs  in  fiiture.     The  uplifting  of  the 
unlaws  incurred  by  Perth  was  continued  till  next  convention. 

6  July  1620. 

1 3.  Ordained  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,    Perth,   Dundie,   Aberdein,  ex^^TeiW 

Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,    St  Androes,  Anstruther  Wester  and  Eister,  Kirkcaldie,  Archibald, 

Dysart,  Bruntyland  and  Craill,  to  convene  at  Edinburgh  on  11th  instant,  with  con»ervatour 
/•ii  /t\        II     1  ft  »>•       1  /»    1  •      ^      •  I  cleric,  missiwo. 

fuU  power  (1)  to  '  tak  sum  sohd  course   in  the  matter  of  the  excise  henng  craved 

by  Johnne  Archibald,  referred  to  in  the  5  th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held 

on  1st  March  last,  and  (2).  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  the  conservator  in  Campheir  in 

room  of  the  late  Neill  Kae. 

14.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  be  informatioun  ^actouris  in 
of  diuers  of  thair  nichtbours  of  the  grit  hurt  and  damage  sustenit  be  the  missiwe. 
merchands  trafficquers  to  France  throw  ther  factouris  in  Deip  and  vther 
plaices  thair,  by  selling  of  thair  guids  to  vnsufficient  persounes  and  not 
making  thankful!  payment  to  theme  of  the  money  dew  to  thame  for  thair 

saids  guids  quhen  they  ar  sauld,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of 
borrowis,  to  the  effect  the  saids  euillis  may  be  tymouslie  preventit,  and 
leist  the  same  sould  grow  to  ane  gritter  heicht,  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send 
thair  commissioner  sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 
of  borrowis  with  thair  best  advyse  for  remeid  thairof. 

15.  Forsamikle  as  it  is  ffevin  furth  be  diuers  nichtbours  of  the  bur-  ^y^f*. 

ADirdein 

rows  that  William  Layng,  merchand,  burges  of  Abirdein,  vpon  advance-  missiwe.  * 
ment  gevin  to  him  be  the  Parisians  and  Jeswitts,  does  buy  salmond  to  the 
vse  of  the  saids  Parisianes,  and  in  so  doeing  does  cullour  vnfriemens  guids 


104 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Stirling. 
6  July  1«20. 

La  vug-, 

Abiroein, 

missiwe. 


Selkirk, 

electioun, 

magUtratiB. 

Foires, 
St  Serff, 
St  lAurenoe, 
StBartle, 
miasiwe. 


Paice,  breid, 
miasiwe. 


Craill,  viifrie 

tredders, 

miasiwe. 


Renfrew, 
vnfrie 
tredders, 
miasiwe. 


vnder  cullour  of  his  awin,  to  the  grit  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  haill 
trafBcquers  with  salmond  in  these  plaices  and  bretch  of  his  burges  aith, 
thairfore  the  commissioners  ordanis  the  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Abirdein  to  mak  the  samyn  knawin  to  his  burgh  at  his  homecuming, 
and  to  desyre  theme  in  thair  names  to  tak  such  ordour  heiranent  that  the 
said  William  may  be  restraynit  frome  the  lyk  doeing  in  tymes  cuming, 
and  if  he  hes  vsit  any  such  tred  in  tymes  past  to  punish  him  according  to 
the  law,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun  of  borrowis. 

16.  Anent  the  31st  act  of  last  genei-all  convention  the  commissioner  of 
Selkirk  produced  the  form  of  election  at  Michaelmas  last  which  was  found 
sufficient  and  the  unlaw  dispensed  with. 

1 7.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie, 
Abirdein,  Haddingtoun,  Munros  and  Lynlythgow  to  concur  and  assist  with 
the  agent  for  redress  of  hurts  sustained  by  the  burghs  through  customs  levied 
at  &irs,  mentioned  in  the  1 0  th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

18.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burghis  of 
Edinburgh,  St  Androes,  Dysart,  Haddingtoun  and  Kirkcaldie  to  tak 
forder  tryell  anent  the  paice  and  suflSciencie  of  breid,  and  to  send  with 
thair  commissioner  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  thair 
overtures  and  best  advyse  for  reforming  of  the  present  taible  of  the  said 
paice,  and  that  vnder  the  paine  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 

19.  Oi-dained  that  the  burgh  of  Ci*aill  produce  to  next  general  convention 
more  exact  diligence  in  restraining  unfree  traders,  as  required  by  the  19th  act 
of  last  general  convention. 

20.  [For  obedience  of  the  20th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the 
commissioner  of  Renfrew  produced]  oure  Soverayne  Lords  letteres  raisit 
at  the  instance  of  Maister  Robert  Wynrahame,  in  name  of  the  borrowis, 
against  Johne  Logane,  scheref  deput  of  the  scherefdome  of  Renfrew,  for  tak- 
ing and  apprehending  of  the  saids  persounes,  deulie  execut  and  indorsat, 
quhilk  the  saids  borrowis  acceptis  for  diligence  at  this  tyme ;  and  ordanis 
the  said  burgh  of  Renfrew  to  produce  forder  diligence  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun,  ather  be  putting  of  the  said  scheref  to  the  home  and  regrat- 
ting  him  thairat,  or  in  obtening  of  ane  warrand  to  his  Majesties  gaird  for 
apprehending  of  the  saids  persones,  and  in  taking  and  apprehending  of 
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theme  ay  and  quhill  they  find  cautioun  to  desist  as  said  is,  and  the  said     Stirling. 

bnrgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  con  vent  ioun  — ^ '— 

of  borrowis,  vnder  the  payne  of  xl  li.  with  consent  of  the  present  commis-  J^rie*^' 

sioner.  treddera, 

missiwe. 

21.  Anent  the  2l8t  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of  Kirk-  Kirkcudbrycht 
cudbrycht  produced  an  act  of  their  court  whereby  the  deprived  burgesses  found  T^^^f 
caution  from  using  the  liberty  of  the  burgh,  which  the  commissioners  accepted 

for  diligence. 

22.  For  obedience  of  the  2  2d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of  Kirkcudbrycht, 

Kirkcudbrycht  produced  a  testimonial  showing  that  the  tack  of  the  Borelands  had  fon"noun 

__  IftDcls  missiwo 

expired.     The  commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  to  roup  the  same  to  the  highest 

avail  on  leases  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  to  send  a  rental  to  next  general 

convention. 

23.  Anent  the  36th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Charles  Geddea  appeared  Geddes,  Reid, 
and  declared  that  he  and  his  partners  had  received  no  duty  as  yet.     The  commis-  ^^^^^^ 
sioners  ordained  him  to  produce  his  accounts  to  next  convention. 

24.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  admission  of  James  Weir,  son  to  William  Weir,  factor  at 
Weir,  factor  in  Campheir,  as  a  factor  for  the  nation  at  the  said  town.  Campheir. 


25.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  finds,  meitt  and  expedient,  Statut,  factor, 
lyk  as  they  statut  and  ordayne  that  na  persone  salbe  hard  in  anie  tyme 
heirefter  to  sute  for  the  office  of  factorie  bot  such  as  be  themeselffis  com- 
peires  personalie  before  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  that  the  saids  com- 
missigneris  may  the  better  trye  and  vnderstand  of  thair  qualificatioun  and 
abilitie  for  dischairge  of  thair  deutie  in  the  said  office  and  find  cautioun 
for  thair  intromissioun,  and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat 
this  present  ordinance  to  thair  borrowis  at  thair  homecuming,  and  ilk 
burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  in  intimatioun  heirof  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 

7  July  1620. 

26.  Anent  the  3d  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on  13th  July  last,  statut,  Fley- 

the  commissioners,  undei*standins  that  the  act  had  taken  no  effect  in  respect  the  nimgs  in  Cam- 

pncir  luissiwc 
same  was  suspended  by  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundie  and  Abirdein,  ordained  that         ' 

the  act  take  no  farther  execution  till  next  general  convention,  and  the  burghs 

were  directed  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  convention  sufficiently 

instructed,  and  the  three  burghs  who  raised  the  suspension  agreed  to  abide  by 

their  decision. 

O 
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patents  in  favouris  of  the  natioun  trafficqueris  to  England  and  Yreland,     Stirling. 

quhairby  he  is  depauperat,  and  considdering  quhat  benefeit  the  saniin  — HZ ^— 

wald  bring  to  the  saids  tredders  if  the  samin  sould  tak  guid  effect,  they  po^*^!^' 
recommend  the  said  mater  to  the  present  commissioners,   and   ordanis  niisaiwe. 
theme  to  recomend  the  said  mater  to  thair  borrowis  at  thair  homecuming, 
and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufBcientlie  instructit 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  for  support  of  his  estait. 

31.  Anent  the   16th   act  of  last  general  convention,  the  comraissioner  of  Peibles, 
Peebles  produced  a  rental  of  their  lands  and  common  good  and  account  of  the  ^^^J,' 
imployment  thereof,  which  the  commissioners  accepted  for  diligence.     The  burgh  lands, 
was  ordained  to  produce  to  next  convention  a  more  perfect  rental,  to  roup  their  "^^^^e. 
goods  and  lands  **  to  ane  hier  availl,   and  als  to  produce  ane  iust  compt  of  the 
imployment  thairof,  and  to  be  more  spairing  in  bestowing  of  the  same." 

32.  For  obedience  of  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  com  mis-  Innorkething, 
sioner  of  Innerkething  produced  a  rental  and  account  with  which  the  commis-  *^*^'""^*^"  i?<^*^<^- 
sioners  were  satisfied,  "  and  ordains  the  said  burgh  in  all  tyme  cuming  to  cans 

roup  thair  said  commoun  guid  yeirlie  and  to  put  the  samin  to  the  hiest  availl 
and  to  bestow  the  samin  no  vtherwayes  then  in  thair  commoun  effaires  ;  as  also 
ordanis  thair  thesaurer  to  be  the  onlie  ressaiver  thairof  and  to  be  comptable 
yeirlie  of  his  intromissioun  thairwith  to  the  said  burgh." 

33.  Comperit  the  commissioneris  of  the  burghis  of  Dundie,   Sanct- Report  anent 
androes,  Dysart,  and  Craill,  and  maid   report  of  the  commissioun  gevin  AnstrntheT  ^ 
to  thame,  conforme  to  the  43  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  ^^^'*- 
borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  in  Julij  last,  that  they  had 

visit  the  herbarie  of  Anstruther  Eister,  and  had  tryet  the  forme  of  the 
vptaking  of  the  impost  grantit  to  theme  be  the  borrowis  for  help  to  the 
repairing  therof,  and  of  the  manor  of  the  bestowing  of  the  same ;  and 
declayrit  that  they  fand  the  said  herberie  commodious  and  stedable  to 
all  ships  resorting  within  this  firth  in  tyme  of  tempest,  and  that  the  said 
impost  and  mutch  more  with  it  was  bestowit  vpone  the  reparatioun  of 
the  said  herberie,  as  the  comptes  of  the  imployment  thairof  presentlie 
sein  testifies,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  finds  the  said 
act  satisfiet  in  all  pointes. 

34.  Referring  to  the  36th  act  of  the  general  convention   held   in  1617,  the  Impost, 
commissioners  ordained  each  burgh  to  bring   to   next  general   convention  their  ^f*"^^!^^*",. 
shares  of  £400  granted  to  Anstruther  Eister   for   repair  of  their   harbour,  and  missiwe. 
that  burgh  to  give  an  account  of  the  imployment  thereof. 
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Stiri/N(;. 
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Speir, 
comptos. 

Complaints, 

Kinjirhorne 

contra 

Brnntyland, 

missiwe. 

Support, 
Anstnither 
Wester, 
missiwo. 


35.  Anent  the  37th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners,  **in 
fall  reconi pence  of  the  saids  persones  quha  ar  deceist  and  becum  vnresponsable," 
granted  to  Thomas  Speir  the  sum  of  £200  scots,  and  ordained  each  burgh  to 
send  their  part  to  next  general  convention. 

36.  Anent  the  2Gth  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  ordained 
the  burgh  of  Kinghome  to  send  their  commissioner  to  next  general  convention 
sufficiently  instructed  with  their  rights  and  securities. 

S7.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Anstnither 
Wester,  mentionat  in  the  40  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis,  haldin  at  Haddingtoun  in  Jiilij  last,  the  saids  commissioners 
of  borrowis,  considdering  the  necessitie  of  the  said  herberie  and  how 
■  commodious  the  same  is  to  the  haill  ships  resorting  within  this  Firth 
for  saiftie  both  of  ship  and  guids,  hes  grantit  and  gevin,  lyk  as  thai  be 
thir  presents  grantis  and  gevis  to  the  said  burgh,  for  help  to  the  repara- 
tioun  of  their  said  herberie,  the  soume  of  tua  hundreth  pundis  money  of 
this  realme,  to  be  payit  in  maner  following,  viz.,  the  soume  of  ane  hun- 
dreth pundis  at  ther  nixt  generall  conventioun  and  the  soume  of  ane 
vther  hundreth  punds  at  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  thairefter;  and 
to  this  effect  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner  with  thair 
pairt  of  the  said  soume,  according  to  the  taxt  roll,  to  the  saids  conven- 
tiounes,  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh  by  and  attour  thair  pairt 
of  the  said  soume ;  provyding  alwayes  that  the  said  burgh  be  comptabill 
therof  to  the  borrowis  and  bestow  the  same  vpon  the  reparatioun  of  the 
said  herberie  and  no  vtherwayes. 

North-  38.  The  commissioner  of  Northbeniick,  in  name  of  that  burgh,  and  Andre 

Peterheid.        ^^ajj  ^^^  himself  and  in   name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peterheid,  respectively 

acknowledged  receipt  of  the  sums  granted  by  the  41st  and  24th  acts  of  last 

general  convention. 
Exemptiouncs.         39.  The  commissioners  granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  fi'om 

general  conventions,  on  the  usual  conditions,  viz.,  Anstnither  Wester,  North- 

beruick,  Forfar,  Nairne,  Abirbrothok,  for  three  years  ;   Elgin  from  conventions 

south  of  Tay,  for  three  years. 

Munrose,  4Q    Anent   the  complaint  gevin   in  be  maister  William  Makkean, 

contra  K<iin- '  burgess  of  Muuros,  and  James  Reid,   burgess  of  Dumfermeling,  against 

iniHsiwc.  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  for  not  suffering  of  thame  to  sell  thair  waires 

within  thair  liberties  frielie  to  thair  burgessis   in  smallis  but  onlie  in 
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cumulo,  comperit  the  commissioneris  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  pre-     Stirling. 
testit  that  inrespect  that  questioun  did  depend  vpone  the  libertie  and     -^^ — '^-^ 
preuilege  of  thair  burgh,  and  that  the  decisioun  thairof  wald  tuitch  ther  DumSermiing 
heretable  gifts  quhilk  thai  haif  of  his  Majestie  and  his  Hienes  predices-  9^^^  ^"^" 
sours,  that  therfore  the  saids  commissioners  could   not  be  judges  in  this  missiwe. 
questioun,  nather  could  the  samin  be  apointit  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt 
missiwe,   and   thervpon   askit   acts   and   instruments.      The   saids   com- 
missioners of  borrowis  ordanis  the   same  to  be  ane  heid    of  the   next 
missiwe,  and  ordanis   the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cum  sufficientlie 
instructit  to  ansuer  therto  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioim  of  borrowis, 
and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiwe ;   and  the  saids  commissioners 
of  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  disassentit  heirfra  and  protestit  ut  pHus. 

41.  The   saids   commissioneris  of  borrowis   grantis   and  gevis  thair  impost, 
licence  to  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Eister  to  impetrat  of  oure  Soveragne  Ewter. 
Lord  ane  gift  of  ane  impost  of  all  ships,  bottis,  veshellis  and  guides  im- 
port it  or  exportit  within  thair  herberie,  conforme  to  the  lyik  impost  gran  tit 

to  thame  of  before,  to  indure  for  the  spaice  of  fyiftein  yeires  nixt  heireftir  ; 
provyding  alwayes  that  the  guides  importit,  at  the  exporting  of  the  same 
agane,  not  changing  auners,  be  frie  of  all  kynd  of  custome  and  dewtie ; 
and  with  provisioun  that  thai  bestow  the  said  impost  vpon  the  repara- 
tioun  of  thair  herberie,  and  that  thai  be  comptabill  thairfore  to  the 
borrowis  at  ilk  generall  conventioun. 

42.  Anent  the  supplicatioune  gevin   in  be   the  burgh   of  Stirling,  Support, 
craiving  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  decayit  calsayes  and  brig,  the  miMiwe! 
saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis   ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  com- 
missioneris  sufficientlie    instructit   to    geve   ansuer  thairto   to  the   nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

43.  Anent  the  complaint  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  contrare  Complaint, 
the  burgh  of  Lauder,  for  taking  and  vplifting  and   exacting  of  theme  contra^^ 
certan  customes  and  dewtyes,  quherof  they  haif  not  bein  in  vse  in  tymes  Ladder, 
by  past,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of 
Lauder  to  cum  sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 

of  borrowis  to  geve  ansuer  thairto. 

44.  Anent  the  §upplicatioun  gevin  in   be  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis,  Suppiicatioun, 
craiving  support  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  brig,  the  saids  commissioners  brig.      ' 
ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to   recomend   the   necessitie  thairof  to 
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Stirling. 
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Supplicatioun, 

Dumfreis, 

brig. 


Stirling, 

electione, 

magistarats, 

counsell, 

missive. 


thair  burgliis  at  tbair  home  cumiog,  and  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  com- 
missioner sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventjoun  of 
borrowis  to  give  ansuer  to  the  said  supplicatioun. 

8  July  1620. 

45.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,   beand   convenit  anent  the   14 
act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  .   .   .  comperit  the  commissioner  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Stirling,  and  producit  the  forme  of  the   electjoun  of 
thair  magistrattis  at  Michaelmes  last,  quhilk  beand  sein  and  considderit 
be   the  saids  commissioners   of  borrowis,  they   find   the   said   burgh    of 
Stirling  not  to  haif  keipit  or  fulfillit   the   said   act,    in    electing  of  ane 
craftismen  to  be  ane  of  thair  baillies,  and   thairfore  decemis  theme  in 
the   said  vnlaw  of  ane  hundreth  pundis ;    and  for  better  ordour  to  be 
keipit  in  the  said  burgh  in  all  tymes  cuming,  the  saids  commissioneris 
of  borrowis,  with  consent  of  the  prouest,  bailleis,  and  remanent  coimsall 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  with  speciall  consent  and  assent  of  Walter  Cowan, 
dene  of  gild,  for  him  selff  and  in  name  of  the  remanent  merchands  and 
gildbrether  of  the   said  burgh,  and  with  consent  and  assent   of  Johnne 
Maissoun,  deacone  of  the  cordineris  and  deacone  convener  for  this  yeir, 
for  him  selff  and  in  name  of  the  remanent  deacones  and  craftismen  of 
the  said  burgh,  and  for  the  weill,  peace,  and  quyetnes  of  the  said  burgh, 
ordanis  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis   to  be  in  maner 
following : — And   first,    they   ordayne   thair   counsall,   consisting    of  the 
number  of  tuentie  ane  persounes,  to  be  of  the  qualitie  of  the  persounes 
vnderwrittin,  viz.,  the  proueist,  baillies,  dene  of  gild  and  thesaurer,  all 
merchandis  and  gildbrether  of  the  said  burgh,  and  vther  sevin  merchandis, 
and  with  sevin  deacones  of  craftis  to   compleit   and   mak    vp   the  haill 
number  of  the  saids  tuentie  ane  persounes ;  and  the  new  counsall  with 
the  aid  counsell  to  choose  the  prouest,  baillies,  dene  of  gild,  and  thesaurer 
of  the  said  burgh  ;  whiche  persounes  salbe  onlie  of  the  number  of  the  gild- 
brether and  merchands  of  the  said  burgh  ;  and  in  caice  of  absence  of  anie  of 
the  saids  persounes  at  the  said  electioun  they  ordayne  the  remanent  counsal- 
leris  to  mak  choise  of  ane  vther  persone  in  his  rume,  of  the  same  qualitie  of 
the  absent,  who  sail  haif  powar  to  vote  during  the  said  electioun  or  onye 
vther  tymes  when  any  of  tham  sail  happen  to  be  absent ;  and  dischairgis, 
with  consent  foresaid,  anie  craftismen  to  be  baillyjes  at  anie  tyme  heirefter 
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within  the  said  burgh,  and   this   to  be  without  preiudice  of  anie  vther     Stiruno. 

contract  or  agreement    betuixt    the  gildbrether  and   craftismen  of  the        ^^ '- 

said  burgh  anent  anie  vther  of  thair  liberties  with  vtheris,  and  to  be  ekct^ne, 
extendit  onlie  to  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrats  and  coun-  magistrate, 

....  counsell, 

sail  in  manor  abonewrittin ;  and  farder  the  saids  commissioneris  of  missive. 
borrowis  declaires  this  forme  and  ordour  heir  prescryuit  to  be  sett  doun 
onlie  for  the  weill  and  peax  of  the  said  burgh,  and  not  to  be  ane  law 
nor  preparative  in  vther  borrowis  as  the  most  fittest  mids  for  procuring 
of  the  quyetnes  and  peaceabill  governament  of  the  same,  and  without 
preiudice  of  anie  jvct  of  parliament  maid  in  the  contrare,  quheranent  the 
saids  borrowis  dispenssis  for  thair  pairt,  and  ordanis  this  forme  to  be  and 
begin  at  the  feist  of  Michaelmes  nix  tecum,  and  the  magistrats  presentlie 
in  office  to  continew  in  the  same  to  the  said  feist  of  Michaelmes  nixt ; 
and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  to  send  with  thair  commissioner  to  thair  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair 
magistrattis  at  the  said  feist  of  Michaelmes  nixtocum,  and  to  proceid 
thairintill  conforme  to  the  ordour  prescryuit  in  this  .present  act.  And 
last,  the  saids  commissioneris  continewis  the  vplifting  of  the  vnlaw  in- 
currit  be  theme  for  not  electing  of  thair  magistrats  at  Michaelmes  last 
conforme  to  the  ordour,  to  the  nixt  generall  conventjoun  of  borrowis,  and 
this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiwe.  And  the  saids  proueist,  baillies, 
dene  of  gild,  thesaurer,  counselleris  and  remanent  deacones  of  crafts  of 
the  said  burgh,  in  taiken  of  thair  consent,  hes  subscryuit  this  present  act 
and  ordinance  as  followis ; — [here  follow  signatures]. 

46.  Ordained  that  the  clerk  of  Stirling  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the  Precept, agent, 

•     •  .1  •  Williamsone. 

missives  this  year. 

47.  The  commissioners  dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  Next  conven- 
appointed  the  next  to  be  held  at  Abirdein  in  July  1621. 


tioun. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Aberdein.  J^?=,^^?S!.- 

'  3  July  1621. 

3  July  1621. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byres,  Williame  Nemock  ;   Perth,  Andro  Gray  ; 

Dundie,  Maister  Williame  Fergussoun  ;  Aberdein,  Mr  Dauid  Rutherfurd, 

George  Nicolsoun  ;  StirUng,  Johne  Scherare  ;  Glasgow,  James  Inglis ;  Lyn- 

lythgow,  James  Glen  ;  Sanctandroes,  Symeon  Greg  ;  Air,  Johnne  Stewart ; 
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Aberdeen. 
3  July  1621. 


Moderator 
electit. 

Houres  of 
meitting. 

Citatioun 
verefiet. 

Jedburgh, 
vnlawit. 


Outland  bur- 
gessifly  fore- 
stalleris;  re- 
graitteris, 
missiwe. 


Dutidie,  Ilad- 
dingtonn, 
diligence, 
missiwe. 


Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun  ;  Haddingtoun,  Johne  Vallance  ;  Kirkcaldie, 
James  Law ;  Montrose,  Maister  Williame  Ramsaye  ;  Coupar,  Robert 
Petersoun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Henrie  Moreis ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Corsane ; 
Innernes,  Maister  Johne  Ros  ;  Bruntyland,  William  Miklejohnne ;  Inner- 
kething,  Williame  Blackburne  ;  Kinghorne,  Maister  Robert  Cuninghame  ; 
Brichen,  Johnne  Norie  ;  Elgyne,  William  Leslie ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander 
Wishert ;  Dumfermeling,  Robert  Aitkyne  ;  Lanerick,  Gawin  Blair ; 
Peibles,  Johnne  Diksoun  ;  Craill,  Allane  Cuninghame ;  Selkirk,  Williame 
Mitchelhill ;  BamflF,  George  Scheirwood  ;  Forres,  Airthour  Forbeis  ; 
Culane,  James  Lawtie  ;  Irwing,  Tayne,  Anstruther  Wester,  Quhithome, 
Forfar,  Rothesay  and  Annand  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be 
agent;  Abirbrothok,  [the  same]  be  Muntrose;  Northberuick  [the  same]  be 
Haddingtoun ;  Nairne,  be  exemptioun ;  Kirkcudbright,  Wigtoun,  Pettin- 
weyme,  Dumbartane,  Ramfrow,  Culros,  Dumbar,  Rutherglen,  Lauder, 
Kilranie,  Lochmabene,  and  Sanchare,  (blank). 

1.  Maister  David  Rutherfurd,  first  in  commission  for  Aberdein,  elected 
moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking  and  voting, 
same  as  last  year. 

3.  The  commissioner  of  Aberdein  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

4.  Forsamikle  as  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  haiffing  electit  Alexander 
Wishert,  officer  of  airmes,  to  be  thair  commissioner  during  this  present 
conventioun,  contrare  to  the  actes  of  borrowis  maid  anent  electioun  of 
commissioneris,  he  not  being  of  the  qualitie  contenit  in  the  saids  actes, 
thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  findis  theme  to  haif  dovne 
wrang,  and  vnlawis  thame  in  the  soume  of  tuentie  pundis  ;  as  also  findis 
theme  to  be  absent,  and  thairfore  vnlawis  theme  in  the  soume  of  vther 
XX  li,  quhilk  they  ordayne  thair  agent  to  vplift  and  to  be  comptabill  thairof 
to  the  borrowis  and  to  be  chairgit  thairwith  in  his  comptes. 

5.  Ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  produce  in  writt  to  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun mair  exact  diligence  in  restraining  thair  outland  burgessis,  fore- 
stalleris,  regratteris,  sailleris  without  tickettis,  and  vnfriemen  vsurping  thair 
liberties,  vnder  the  pajme  of  tuentie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 

6.  Ordained  that  the  burghs  of  Haddingtoun,  Dundie,  and  Wigtoun  produce 
their  diligence  in  causing  certain  alleged  burgesses  make  actual  residence  within 
their  burghs. 
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7.  Anent  the  1 2th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  find  the     Aberdeen.] 
burgh  of  Perth  to  have  done  no  diligence,  having  elected  Lord  Sciine  provost,  but        ^^ 

in  "houp  of  amendement"  continued  the  uplifting  of  the  unlaws  till  next  conven-  Perth, 
tion  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  comply  with  the  acts  in  future. 

8.  For  obedience  of  the  45th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  Stirling,         j 
of  Stirling  produced  the  form  of  election  of  magistrates  at  Michaelmas  last,  with  ®^®^*-^^/x^ 
which  the  commissioners  were  satisfied. 

9.  Anent  the  17  act  of  last  general  conventioun  .  .  .  comperit  George  Customes, 
Nicolsoun,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Abirdein,  and  producit  ane  St  Bartie,  and 
decreit  obtenit  before  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsall,  at  the  *  La^®*^<^«- 
instance  of  the  provieist,  baillies,  counsall,  communitie,  and  inhabitantis  of 
the  burghis  of  this  kingdome  banting  the  saids  faires  against  the  said 
Lord  Forbas,  Johne  Gordoun  of  Newtoun  and  Johnne  Leith  of  Hairthill, 
dischairging  theme  of  the  said  exorbitant  customes  vpliftit  be  theme  of 
before,  bott  onlie  to  vplifb  the  custome  and  dewtye  vnderwrittin,  contenit 
in  the  said  decreit,  quhilk  thai  ordayne  to  be  ane  constant  custome  in  all 
tyme  cuming  of  the  saids  mercattis,  viz.,  for  ane  gritt  wob  of  cloath  or 
plaiding,  aucht  pennyes  ;  and  for  les  wobbis,  sex  pennyes  or  four  pennyes  j 
for  ane  hors  laid  of  quhatsumeuir  graith,  commoditie,  or  geir,  aucht 
pennyes  ;  for  euerie  fute  of  length  of  ane  merchand  stand,  tua  pennyes  ; 
for  euerie  chopmanes  pak  or  burden  of  geir,  four  pennyes  ;  for  euerie  seek 
of  wool  aucht  penneys  ;  for  euerie  kow,  ox,  and  hors,  four  pennyes ;  for 
euerie  sheip,  tua  pennyes  ;  and  euerie  lamb,  a  pennye  ;  and  that  this 
custome  for  the  hors,  ky,  oxin,  and  sheip,  be  onlie  payit  at  thair  cuming 
in  to  the  mercattis  ;  for  euerie  daiker  or  hors  laid  of  hyids,  aucht 
penneys  ;  for  euerie  cordineris  stand  for  shoone,  four  pennyes  ;  and  for 
euerie  tent  or  pauillyeoun  for  selling  of  meitt  and  drink,  ane  quart  of  aill 
or  the  pryce  thairof ;  as  also  ordaining  theme  to  suflfer  and  permitt  the 
saids  persewars  to  haunt  and  frequent  the  saids  mercattis  with  thair  com- 
modities and  waires  for  payment  of  the  said  custome  allanerlie  and  na 
farder,  as  the  said  decreit,  of  the  dait  at  Edinburgh  the  first  day  of 
Merche  last  bypast,  at  mair  length  beires ;  quhilk  the  saids  borrowis 
acceptis  for  diligence  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  extract  ane  vther  of  the 
said  decreit  and  to  delyver  the  same  to  thair  clerk  to  be  kepit  to  the  vse 
of  the  borrowis. 
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Factoiirisin  10.   Anent  the  14  act  of  last  general  conventioun,   ....   the  saids 

m^issiwi^*  commissioners  of  borrowis  findis  meitt  that  the  saids  factoris  be  acquantit 

herewith  and  desyrit  that,  as  thay  tender  the  wealfair  of  tred  and  wald 
desyre  the  continuance  thairof  with  theme,  that  thay  wald  tak  such  ordour 
heiranent  that  the  saids  merchandis  may  be  easit  of  thair  saids  iust 
grivances  and  incuraged  to  continew  with  theme  in  thair  said  tred ;  and 
to  this  effect  ordanis  thair  generall  clerk  to  wryte  to  theme,  in  thair 
names,  to  the  effect  foresaid,  quheranent  thir  presents  salbe  his  warrand  ; 
and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  haif  ane  cair  heirof  and  to  report 
the  saids  factouris  ansuer  heirof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 

Cunninghame,  11.  Anent  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  accounts  of  Thomas 

comptes.  ^  Cuninghamo,  factor  in  Campheir,  were  produced  by  his  son.  His  intromissions 
with  the  impost  from  6  Api-il  1620  to  16  April  1621  extended  to  £163,  Gs, 
lljd.  gritt,  whereof  he  had  paid  to  the  minister  £133,  68.  8d.,  to  the  reader 
£16,  13s.  4d.,  and  to  the  keeper  of  the  kirk  £12,  extending  in  all  to  £162, 
leaving  in  the  collector's  hands  £1,  6s.  2^d.  gritt.  The  commissioners  diischarged 
Cunningham  of  his  whole  iutromLssions  with  the  impost. 

Eiemeuta,  com-  12.  The  commissioueris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  be  Thomas  Cun- 
factouris  col-  inghame,  factor  in  Campheir,  and  laitt  collector  of  the  impost  grantit  for 
defraying  of  the  ministers  stipend,  that  the  factouris  thair,  notwithstand- 
ing of  the  act  of  borrowis  maid  at  Stirling  the  [fifth]  day  of  Julij  last, 
ordaining  the  elements  of  the  communioun  to  be  furnischit  vpon  the  com- 
moun  expenssis  of  the  haill  factouris,  had  not  furnischit  the  samin,  bott  that 
the  said  collector  had  had  the  burdein  in  fumissing  thairof  since  the  verie 
first  plautatioun  of  ane  minister  amongs  theme,  extending  to  the  soume  of 
ten  pundis  ten  schillings  gritt,  Fleymes  money,  thairfore  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris  of  borrowis,  considdering  that  the  saids  factouris  -  does  enjoy  the 
speciall  comfort  of  ane  minister  ther,  ordanis  the  conservator  deputt  to 
convein  the  saids  factouris  before  him  and  caus  ilk  ane  of  theme,  accord- 
ing to  thair  availl,  refound  the  said  soume  to  the  said  collector  and  to 
putt  the  said  act  to  executioun  in  all  tyme  cuming  ;  and  to  this  effect 
ordains  thair  clerk  to  wrytt  to  the  said  conservatour  deputt  in  thair  names 
willing  him  to  putt  tiie  same  to  executioun. 


lectour. 
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13.   Aneiit  the  13  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioua  of   borrowis  Aberdefn. 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Stirling  the  saxt  day  of  Julij  last,  comperit  Johnne 


Byris  and  Williame  Nemock,  commissioners  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  at  Campheir, 

and  declairit  thatt  according  to  the  commissioun  gevin  to  theme  for  plan-  ™****w®- 

tation  of  ane  clerk  at  Campheir,  vacand  throw  deceis  of  vmquhill  Neill  Kae, 

laitt  clerk  to  the  conservatour  thair,  and  for  electing  of  ane  new  collector 

of  the  impost  grantit  for  the  ministers  stipend,  vacand  be  Thomas  Cuning- 

hame  overgeving  of  the  samin,  and  for  plantatioun  of  ane  reider  in  the 

kirk,  also  vacand  be  Thomas  Ewyng  his  dimissioun  of  the  same  at  the  last 

generall  conventioun  haldin  at  Stirling,  and  declairit  that  thai  haiveing 

experience  of  the  qualificatioun  of  James  Lennox  had  nominat  and  electit 

the  said  James  to  the  saids  offices  ;  thairfore  the  saids  commission eris  of 

borrowis  ratifies  and  apprevis  thair  proceiding  thairintill,  and  ordauis  the 

soume  of  ane  hundreth  guidlings,  Fleames  money,  grantit  be  thame  to 

the  reader  of  the  said  kirk  to  be  alio  wit  to  him  for  thair  pairt  of  the  said 

fiall,  to  be  vpliftit  of  the  superplus  of  the  ministers  stipend,  as  also  my 

lord  conservator  to  ansuere  him  of  the  soume  of  ane  vther   hundreth 

guidlings  grantit  be  him  for  collecting  of  his   dewtyes,  as  ane  act  of 

borrowis,  vnder  his  subscriptioun,  of  the  daitt  at  Kirkcaldie  the  aucht  of 

Julij  1614,  beires;   and  ordanis  the  said  James  to  collect  and  ingather 

the  said  impost  appointit  for  defraying  of  the  ministers  stipend,  and  to 

present  yeirlie  at  ilk  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  his  comptes  of  his 

intromissioun  thairwith,  beginning  at  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 

borrowis,  contening  the  tymes  and  qualitis  of  his  ressaittis  and  the  names 

of  the  shippis  and  borrowis  to  quhom  the  saids  shippis  doeth  belong,  with 

the  particular  dewtyes  payit   be  the  factors  for  thair  pairt  of  the  said 

stipend ;  and  also  to  obserue  and  keip  all   sic  iniunctiounes  as  hes  bein 

gevin  to  Thomas  Ewyng,  or  sic  vtheris  as  sail  pleis  the  borrowis  to  injoyin 

to  him ;  and  this  to  indure  during  the  borrowis  will  allanerlie ;  and  ordanis 

the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  wrytt  to  the  said  James,  willing  him  in  thair 

naymes  to  be  cairfuU  and  diligent  in  his  said  offices  and  for  reporting  of 

his  comptes  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

1 4.  The  Commissioners  referred  to  those  of  their  number  appointed  to  meet  Commissio  frie 
at  Edinburgh  in  the  ensuing  parliament  the  consideration  of  the  great  hurt  sus-  burghis  of  bar- 
tained  by  the  burghs   **  through  the  giit  and  daylie  incres  of  the  burghis  of  onie,  missiwe. 
baronie  vsurping  thair  liberties,  to  thair  ruine  and  overthraw."    Tliese  commission- 


4.  .. 
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Aberdeen.       era  were  appointed  to  meet  at  Eklinbunrh  on  18th  mat.,  "before  the  said  parlia- 
2  July  1621.  .,,      .M  .,      rn  r  i-u  *• 
1 ment,    with  the  full  powers  of  the  convention. 

Factouris,  15.  Ordained    the   conservatour   to    do   &rther   diligence    in    the    matter 

Swe^^^**^'  ^^  referred  to  in  the  7th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  to  report  to  next 
convention. 


Munros,  Beat- 
tie,  vnlawit, 
missiwe. 


Aberdein, 
Laynge,  mis- 
siwe. 


16.  Anent  the  aucht  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun,  .  .  .  comperit 
the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Muntros  and  declairit  that  the  said 
Johnne  Ramsay  was  depairtit  this  lyiff,  and  exhibite  before  theme  the 
said  Robert  Beattie  who  comperit,  confessit  that  he  had  doone  wrong  in 
transporting  of  certan  staiple  waires  by  the  staiple  port,  and  thairfore  re- 
ferrit  himselff  in  thair  willis.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  being 
ryiplie  aduysit,  vnlawis  the  said  Robert  in  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth 
pundis,  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  vplift  the  same ;  and  als  ordanis  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  wryte  to  Campheir  thair  proceidings  therintill  and 
to  show  thair  cair  to  keip  the  said  contract  and  to  punish  all  such  as  sail 
transgres  according  as  thai  sail  gett  notice  thairof,  and  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

17.  Anent  the  15  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun,  .  .  .  comperit 
the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Abirdein  and  declairit  that  thai  had 
convenit  the  said  William  before  theme,  and  not  finding  anie  sufficient 
grand  quherby  they  micht  haif  proceidit  against  him,  had  referrit  the  samin 
to  the  tryell  of  this  present  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  and  thairfore 
causit  warne  the  said  William  to  compeir  before  theme  at  this  present 
conventioun ;  lyik  as,  the  said  William  comperand  denyet  that  he  had  euir 
ressauit  anie  soumes  of  money  in  maner  alledgit  frome  the  saids  Parris- 
ianes  or  Jeswittes,  and  thairfore  continewis  the  said  mater  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  quhill  thai  be  better  informit;  and  ordanis 
the  burgh  of  Abirdein  to  tak  farder  tryell  heiranent  according  as  they 
sail  find  the  said  William  giltie  of  the  accusatioun  foresaid  to  caus  wairne 
him  or  find  cautioun  to  compeir  before  theme  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 
of  borrowis,  and  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 
said  nixt  conventioun. 

Paice,  breid, 

missiwe.  18.  Renewed  the  18th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

coBMnoun'^  19.  For  not  producing  a  rental  in  terms  of  the  2  2d  act  of  last  general  con- 

lands,  missiwe,  vention,  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbrycht  unlawed  in  £20,  and  ordained  to  present  a 
vnlawit 
chairge,  agent. 
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rental  to  next  convention  under  the  pain  of  £100,  and  to  produce  such  diligence  Aberdeen, 
against  deprived  burgesses  as  they  were  required  to  do  by  the  31st  act  of  last  ^  ^^y  ^^2^- 
convention. 

20.  The  saids  commission eris  of  borrowis  findis  the  burgh  of  Culane  Cuiane,  eiec- 
to  haif  vsit  no  diligence  anent  the  heides  committit  to  theme,  mentionat  trattis,  com- 
in  the  27  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  ^Ji^Je.     ' 
burgh  of  Stirling  in  Julij  last,  and  thairfore  to  haif  incurrit  the  said  vnlaw 
contenit  in  the  said  act,  and  yit  at  requeist  of  George  Douglas,  thair 
minister,  and  vpone  houp  of  sum  farder  amendement,  they  dispens  thair- 

with  at  this  tyme,  and  as  of  before  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Culane  to 
produce  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  the  forme  of  the 
electioun  of  thair  magistrattis,  counsall,  and  vthers  officeris  vsit  be  theme 
at  Michaelmes  last,  and  to  proceid  thairintill  conforme  to  the  actes  of 
parliament  and  borrowis ;  as  lykwayis  to  produce  ane  perfyt  rentall  of 
thair  commoun  guid  and  commoun  landis,  togidder  with  thair  diligence  in 
rouping,  imploying,  and  putting  of  the  same  to  the  hiest  availl ;  as  also 
to  produce  the  forme  of  the  setting  furth  of  the  saids  commoun  landis,  the 
persounes  naymes  setters  thairof,  togither  with  thair  naimes  to  quhome 
the  saids  landis  wer  sett,  and  for  quhat  dewtie,  togither  with  the  princi- 
pall  chairtour  of  the  samin  landis  ;  and  last  to  produce  thair  diligence  in 
repairing  of  thair  tolbuith  and  commoun  streittes,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane 
hundreth  pundis. 

21.  The  accounts  of  Chairles  Geddes  and  his  partners  not  having  been  pro-  Geddes,  reid 
duced,  as  required  by  the  23d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  agent  was  in-  j^^^'  "***" 
structed  to  warn  them  to  present  them  to  next  convention. 

22.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  the  grit  hurt  Forestaiiert, 
sustenit  be  the  frie  royall  borrowis  of  this  kingdome  be  ane  grit  number  Swe.  ' 
of  forestalleris  forstalling  thair  guides  before  euir  the  samen  be  presentit 
to  the  mercat,  sua  that  the  mercattis  are  grittumelie  diminischit^  for 
remeid  quherof  they  ordane  ilk  burgh  within  theme  selffis  to  caus  punisch 
sic  of  thair  inhabitants  as  sail  forstall  anie  of  the  saids  mercattis  accord- 
ing as  thai  sail  gett  notice  of  theme,  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  intimat  the 
samin  to  thair  burgh  at  thair  homecuming  and  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  in  putting  of  the 
same  to  executioun,  vnder  the  paines  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 
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^      7T~.  23.  The  Commissioners  continued  till  the  convention  to  be  held  on  the  18th 

Miinros,  Edin-  instant  the  question  referred  to  in  the  40th  act  of  lasijb  general  convention. 
burgh,mi88iwe.  24.  Anent  the  Slst  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 
Peibles,  ren-  Peibles  produced  a  rental  of  their  common  lands  and  common  goods,  with  an 
landisandcom-  account  of  the  employment  thereof,  which  the  commissioners  accept  for  diligence 
moun  giiid,  at  this  time.  The  ordinance  of  last  year  was  renewed,  "  and  ordanis  thair  agent 
missivee?"^^^^*  to  concur  and  assist  with  theme  at  the  rouping  of  thair  common  guid  and  common 

landis." 
Supplicatioun,         25.  Answer  to  the  supplication  of  Dumfreis,   craving  help  for   repair  of 
?^^^®*^         their   bridge  was  continued  "  till   the  said  brig  be  visited,"  and   the  burghs 

ordained  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  convention  instructed  as  mentioned 

in  the  44th  "  act  of  last  general  convention." 
Forret,  26.  Anent  the  29  th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Andro  Forret  produced 

2>mpte8,  mis-   j^jg  accounts,  which  being  seen  the  commissioners  found  him  "  not  to  haif  vsit 

fiiU  diligence  therin,"  and  they  remitted  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet 

on  18th  inst.,  the  *'  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  him  for  thair  help  for  reparationn  of 

his  decayit  estait  and  paines  taiken  be  him  in  obtening  of  the  saids  letteres 

patents." 

Weymis,  her-  27.   Anent  the  missiwe   bill   direct   be  the   laird  of  Weyms  to  the 

barie,  mis«iwe.  burrowis  craiveing  thair  ayd  for  building  of  ane  herbarie  at  the  toun  of 
Weyms  alredy  intendit  be  him,  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie, 
Dundie,  Sanct  Androes,  Anstruther  Eister,  Kinghome  and  Dumfermeling 
to  meitt  and  conveyne  at  the  said  burgh  of  Dysart  the  first  day  of  Maij 
nixt  and  to  visit  the  said  worke,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair 
commissioner  sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  said  nixt  generall  conventioun 
of  boiTowis  to  geve  ansuer  to  the  said  desyre. 

Ciiningharao,  28.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  admission  of  Thomas  Cuninghame^  son 

factor.  ^  Thomas  Cunningham e,  factor  at  Campheir,  to  be  &ctor  at  the  said  town  during 

their  pleasure. 
Porterfoild,  29.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  admission  of  David  Porterfeild,  son  to 

factor.  vmquhile  Johnne  Porterfeild,  merchant,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  factor  at  the 

town  of  Campheir. 

Conserffcrio  30.  Anent  the  supplicatioun   gevin   in  be  Elizabeth  Cant,  relict  of 

h^tiTc^nr       vmquhill  Johnne  Porterfeild,  late  maister  and   kiper  of  the  consergerie 
continewit.       ^qus  at  Campheir,  craiveing,  inrespect  of  the  grit  chairges  bestowit  be  hir 
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and  bir  said  vmquhill  spous  in  plenissing  of  the  said  hous,    to   be    con-  Abeudeex. 
tinewit  in   the   said  oflSce,  the   saids   commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnder-   _^LZ — L: — 
standing  of  the  guid  behavior  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  of  hir  abilitie  to  houT^ys^ 
dischairge  her  dewtye  in  the  said  plaice,  as  hes  bene  fund  by  experience  ^^^  Cant, 
since  the  deceis  of  hir  said  vmquhill  husband,  thairfore  they  continew  hir 
in  the  said  office  during  thair  will,  and  ordanis  hir  to  be   keiper  of  the 
said  hous  and  to  be  ansuerit  of  all  thinges  belonging  thairto  conforme  to 
the  contract  betuixt  theme  and  the  toun  of  Campheir. 

31.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in   be  Robert  Ramsay,  merchand,  Complaint, 
burges   of  Abirdein,   showing  that   forsamikle  as  he  in  the  moneth   of  pate^oun?"  ** 
May    1620,  being  in  the  toun  of  Campheir,  left  with  Hector  Patersoun, 

factor  thair,  ane  pak  of  plaids  to  haif  bene  sauld  be  him  to  his  behoofe  as 
the  mercat  reulit ;  and  the  said  Hector  haiffand  keipit  besyid  him  vnsauld 
till  the  moneth  of  Maij  last,  quherfore  he  gaive  commissioun  to  ane  nicht- 
bour  quho  was  bound  to  Flanders  to  ressaive  the  saids  plaids  fra  the  said 
Hector  and  to  sell  the  samin,  lyik  as,  he  arryving  at  the  said  port  of 
Campheir  ressauit  the  saids  plaids  fra  the  said  Hector  and  maid  sell 
thairof,  notwithstanding  quherof  the  said  Hector  causit  the  said  nichtbour 
pay  to  him  factor  fie  for  selling  of  the  saids  plaids,  quherby  he  was 
burdenit  with  double  factor  fie,  and  thairfore  desyrit  thair  Lordships 
resolutioun  giff  he  was  subject  to  pay  to  the  said  Hector  anie  factor  fie, 
seing  he  had  not  sauld  the  samin,  and  giff  he  was  not  subject  thairto  to 
caus  the  said  Hector  refound  the  samin  agayne  to  him,  as  his  supplica- 
tioun gevin  in  be  him  theranent  at  mair  length  beires ;  the  saids  com- 
missioneris  of  borrowis  findis  and  declaires  that  no  factor  aucht  to  haif 
anie  factor  fie  for  anie  guids  not  sauld  be  him,  and  thairfore  ordanis  the 
conservatour  and  his  deputtis  to  conveyne  the  said  Hector  before  thame, 
andincaice  thai  find  the  said  Hector  to  haif  ressauit  the  factor  fie  and  not  to 
haif  sauld  the  saids  guidea  as  is  alledgit  to  caus  him  refound  the  same 
bak  agane  to  the  said  supplicant ;  and  ordanis  thair  clerk  in  thair  names 
to  wrytt  to  the  conservator  deput  for  that  effect,  quhairanent  thir  presents 
salbe  his  warrand. 

32.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  for  diners  caussis  mooving  Jedburgh, 
theme,  remittis  to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  the  vnlawis  incurrit  be  theme  missiwo. 
for  directing  of  William   Wishert   to  be   thair   commissioner  and   being 
absent  fra  this  conventioun. 
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Makcartnay, 
missiwe. 


Beattie,  vnlaw 
remittit. 


Commissio, 
borrowis, 
Edinburgh^ 
missiwe. 


SuppUcatioun, 
Innerkething, 
missiwe. 


33.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  considdering  the  giiid  and 
thankful!  seruice  doone  be  Alexander  Makcartnay,  sernitor  to  maister 
Alexander  Guthrie,  to  theme  in  thair  commoun  effaires,  thairfore  they 
agrie,  and  consentis  that  the  said  Alexander  sail  haif  yeirlie  the  soume  of 
threttie  pundis  to  be  payit  to  him  be  the  borrowis  according  to  the  extent 
roll,  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  pairt  thairof  to  ilk  general]  con- 
ventioun  conforme  to  the  said  extent  roll,  and  this  to  indure  during  the 
good  will  and  pleasour  of  the  saids  borrowis  allanerlie,  and  this  to  be  ane 
heid  of  the  missiwe  ;  and  begin  the  first  yeires  payment  thairof  presentlie, 
and  ordanis  the  agent  to  pay  to  him  the  samin, 

34.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Robert  Beattie,  merchand^ 
burges  of  Munros,  craiveing  that  forsamikle  as  thair  lordships  had 
decemit  him  in  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  for  transporting  of 
certan  staiple  waires  to  Rotterdam  in  Holland  by  the  staiple  port,  quhilk 
he  alledgis  was  doone  be  his  sonne  vpone  meir  ignorance,  contrare  to  this 
commissioun  gevin  to  him  theranent,  and  thairfore  craiveing  the  said 
vnlaw  to  be  remittit,  as  at  mair  length  is  contenit  in  the  supplicatioun 
gevin  in  thairanent ;  the  saids  jcommissioners  of  borrowis,  for  diuers  guid 
caussis  and  consideratiounes  mooving  theme,  and  vpon  houp  the  said 
Robert  sail  not  committ  the  lyik  oversicht  in  tymecuming,  remittis  the 
said  vnlaw  incurrit  be  him  and  dischairges  thair  agent  frome  vplifting  of 
the  said  vnlaw. 

35.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  gevis  thair  full  powar  and 
commissioun  to  the  borrowis  that  is  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  auchtein 
day  of  this  instant  to  treat,  ressoun,  and  conclud  vpon  the  heids  following, 
viz.,  to  agrie  with  maister  Johne  Archibald  anent  sum  satled  and  vni- 
forme  ordour  of  the  ^xcyse  hering  vplifted  be  him  frome  the  merchandis 
fishing  in  the  Yles  and  West  Seyis,  and  sic  lyik  for  ordour  taiking  anent 
the  insuj£ciencie  of  plaiding,  and  als  anent  the  26  act  of  the  last  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis  referrit  to  this  present  conventioun ;  with  powar 
to  theme  to  doe  in  the  saids  maters  as  thai  sail  think  best  for  the  weill 
of  the  borrowis. 

36.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Inuerkething 
for  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  decayit  brig  and  calsayis,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner 
sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  gevc 
ansuer  thairto. 


lounes. 
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37.  The  commissioners  granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs    to  ^j^^^igoi 
abide  from  general  conventions  on  the  usual  conditions,  viz.,  Baraff  and  „  — : 

o  .  '  *         .  Exempt: 

Forres  from  conventions  south  of  Tay  for  three  years  and  Selkirk  and 
Naime  for  three  years. 

38.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  vnlawis  the  burghis  of  Wig-  Wigtoun,  etc., 
toun,  Pettinweyme,  Dumbartan,  Ramfrow,  Culros,  Dumbar,  Rutherglen, 

and  ilk  ane  of  theme  in  the  soume  of  tuentie  pundis  for  being  absent  fra 
this  present  conventioun. 

39.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  vnlawis  the  burghis  of  Pet-  P«ttinweyme, 

_  etc    viil&wit 

tinveyme,  Sanquhar,  Culros,  and  Dumbar,  and  ilk  ane  of  theme,  in  the 
soume  of  tuentie  pundis  for  not  sending  of  thair  pairt  of  the  feyis  dew  to 
be  payit  be  theme  conforme  to  the  missiwe. 

6  July  1621. 

40.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  recensing  the  P*}^|5i°8:  and 
grit  hurtis  sustenit  be  the  haill  merchandis  by  ressoun  of  the  insufficiencie  ing,  mwsiwe. 
of  the  paking  and  peilling  of  hering,  for  remeid  quherof  it  is  statut  and 
ordanit  that  all  persounes  that  sail  heirefter  intend  to  goe  to  the  fishing 

or  to  outreik  ships,  barkis,  or  crearis  and  mak  vther  fumishiDg  for  the 
said  fishing,  that  they  provyid  sic  sufiicient  quantitie  of  salt  as  sail  pak  as 
manie  fishes  as  may  laid  thair  haill  shippis,  barkis,  or  crearis,  and  for  this 
eflfect  sail  repair  to  the  magistrattis  of  the  burghis  from  whence  thair  said 
ships,  barks,  or  crears  salhappin  to  be  frauchtit  to  pas  to  the  said  fishing,  and 
mak  knawin  to  theme  quhat  quantitie  of  salt  they  doe  carie  with  theme 
to  the  said  fishing,  and  that  in  caice  thai  salbe  fund  not  to  haif  sufiicient 
quantitie  of  salt,  in  that  caice  the  magistrattis  sail  cans  stay  thair  saids 
shippis,  barkis,  or  crearis  vntill  such  tyme  as  thai  shall  find  theme  suiBficient- 
lie  provydit ;  and  farder,  it  is  statut  and  ordanit  that  na  fishers  at  the  said 
tak  sail  mix  peillit  hering  with  pakkit  hering,  and  incaice  it  salbe  fund 
at  thair  homecuming  that  thai  haif  causit  pickill  rin  out  of  the  saids 
barrellis  for  inputting  of  ane  gritter  number  of  fishes,  in  that  caice  the 
skipper  salbe  subject  to  pay  to  the  merchandis  awneris  the  pryce  of  the 
hering  sa  spilt  by  him  or  anie  of  his  cumpanie ;  and  that  euerie  burgh 
sail  mak  intirpatioun  to  thair  inhabitants  at  thair  homecuming  of  this 
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present  statut  that  nane  pretend  ignorance,  and  that  thai  putt  the  same 
to  dew  executioun,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  ilk  bux]gh  to 
be  payit  to  the  borrowis,  and  report  thair  diligence  theranent  to  the  nixt 
conventioun.      And  becaus  that  in  tymes  bypast  the  insuflSciencie  and 
vnloyall  pakking  of  the  said  hering  hes  grittumelie  dampnifiet  the  haill 
merchandis,  tredders  with  fishes,  not  onlie  in  the  saids  waires  bot  also  in 
thair  credeit  and  fame,  thairfore  remittis  to  be  reasonit  be  the  commis- 
sioneris  of  borrowis  to  be  convenit  at  Edinburgh  the  auchtein  day  of 
this  instant,  with  powar  to  theme  to  provyid  for  remeid   thairof  and 
to  doe  therin  quhat  thai  sail  find  best  for  the  weill  of  the  said  tred,  to 
quhome  thai  give  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun,  promesing  to  abyid 
at  quhat  thai  sail  doe  therin.     And  becaus  that  the  barrellis  in  tyme 
bypast  hes  bene  fund  to  be  vnsuflScient,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to 
putt   to   executioun   the   act   of   borrowis    maid   at  Edinburgh   the    12 
day  of  Julij  1616  anent  the  forme  of  the  saids  barrellis,  and  that  thai 
conforme  theme   selffis  to  the  forme  prescryuit  in  the  said  act,  vnder 
the  paynis    contenit    thairin,   and   to  report    thair    diligence    beiranent 
to    the    nixt    gen  era]  1    conventioun    of   borrowis,    vnder    the    payne    of 
fourtie  pundis  ilk  burgh ;  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiwe^ 
and  ordains  Johne  Nisbett,  generall  jadger,  to  be  present  at  the  said 
meitting. 
Complaint,  41.  Anent  the  complaint  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  contra 

contra  Sanqu-  ^^  burgh  of  Sanquhar  for  admitting,  daylie,  burgessis  sic  as  wobeters, 
hair,  miasiwe.  cordineris,  wakers,  and  vtheris  of  the  lyik  tred  and  occupatioun,  duel- 
ling outwith  thair  burgh,  and  in  taking  of  ane  littill  soume  of  money  for 
the  samin,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  the  nixt  adjacent  burgh  of  Dumfreis, 
thairfore  thai  ordane  the  burgh  of  Sanquhar  to  direct  thair  commissioner 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  sufficientlie  instructit  to  ansuer 
to  the  said  complent. 


Dischairge 
Speir. 

Anstruther 
Eister, 

Molliesoun. 
Support. 


42.  Thomas  Speir  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  £200  granted  to  him  by  the 
35th  act  of  the  last  general  convention. 

43.  The  commissioner  of  Anstruther  Eister  acknowledged  the  receipt  and 
discharged  the  burghs  of  £400  granted  for  repair  of  their  harbour. 

44.  Ordained  that  Mr  Thomas  Molliesoun  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the 
miissives  this  year. 
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45.  Ordained  that  each  burgh  send  to  next  general  convention  their  part  of  ^berdeev. 
£200  granted  last  year  to  the  bui-gh  of  Anstruther  Wester  to  repair  their      "  ^ 

harbour.  Anstruther 

46.  Mr  Robert   Wyurahame  agent   produced   his   accounts,  extending   to  "vv^inrohame. 
£333,  6s.  8d,  and  the  commissioners  ordained  each  burgh  to  send  their  share  to  agent,  missiwe. 
next  general  convention. 

47.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  appointed  the  next  to  be  Jf®^*  conven- 
held  at  Dumfreis,  beginning  on  2d  July  1622. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

18  July  1621. 

Edinburgh,  Alexander  Clerk,  George  Poullis ;  Perth,  Andre  Gray ;  ^Y^^^S^ 
Dundie,  Maister  Williame  Fergussoun ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Dauid  Ruther- 
fuird ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Patersoun ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Hendrie  Aarthour ;  Glasgow,  James  Inglis  ;  Air,  Hew  Kennedy  ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun;  Haddington,  Maister  James  Cokbume;  Kirk- 
caldie,  James  Law  ;  Montrose,  William  Ramsay ;  Couper,  Robert  Pater- 
soun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser ;  Dumfries,  Johnne  Corsane ; 
Innernes,  Maister  Johnne  Ros ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne ; 
Innerkeithing,  Williame  Blaikburne ;  Kinghome,  Maister  Robert  Cuning- 
hame ;  Brichen,  Dauid  Lindesay ;  Irrwyng,  Robert  Broun ;  Elgyne, 
Maister  Johnne  Hay  ;  Jedburgh,  Maister  Johnne  Rutherfuird  ;  Kirkcud- 
bricht,  Dauid  Ajrnote;  Wigtoun,  Johnne  Turner;  Pettinweyme,  Walter 
Airth ;  Dumfermeling,  Maister  Thomas  Wardlaw ;  Dumbartane,  Thomas 
Fallisdaill ;  Ramfrew,  William  Somnervell ;  Lanirick,  Gawin  Blair ; 
Peibles,  Johnne  Diksoun ;  Craill,  AJlane  Cuninghame  ;  Thayne,  Hector 
Douglas ;  Selkirk,  Williame  Elliott ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Robert  Richard- 
soun ;  Culrose,  Sir  George  Bruce ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves ;  Bamfif, 
Maister  Alexander  Craig ;  Forfar,  Maister  Dauid  Persoun ;  Rothesay, 
Mathow  Spens ;  Forres,  Williame  Forsyith ;  Rutherglen,  Johnne 
Pinckartoun ;  Northberuick,  George  Baillie ;  Lauder,  Chairles  Murray ; 
Kilranie,  Normaud  Leslie ;  Annand,  Dauid   Myller ;  Sancher,   Michaell 
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?8  JiUyTc"*!     Cuninghame ;  Abirbrothok,  Quhithorne,  Culane,  Nairne  and  Lochmaben 
(blank). 


Moderator. 


1.  Alexander  Clerk,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 


23  July  1621. 

2.  The    quhilk    day,    the    saids    commissioners    of    borrowis    beand 
convenit.^ 


Edinbuhqh. 
81  January 
1622. 


Moderator. 


Abused  plaid- 
inp:,  cairsayes, 
miasive. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

31  January  1622. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byres,  William  Carnegie ;  Dundye,  Robert 
Clayhillis ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Thomas  Johnnestoun ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell 
Cuninghame ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume ;  Wigtoun,  Johnne  Turner ; 
Montrose,  Johnne  Taelyeour ;  Elgyne  (blank). 

1.  Johnne  Byres,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 
moderator. 

1  February  1622. 

2.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  being  conveynit  before 
the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsell,  for  giving  of  thair  best 
opinioun  for  reforming  of  the  deceat  croppin  in  of  late  in  the  making 
and  working  of  plaiding  and  cairsays,  and  anent  the  ressouns  sent  doun 
be  his  Majestie,  and  they  haifing  declairit  to  the  saids  lordis  that  they 
had  convenit  and  mett  vpoun  that  mater,  and  considering  that  the 
same  did  conceme  the  haill  borrowis,  of  whiche  they  wer  but 
ane  few  number  presentlie  conveynit,  they  could  not  tak  vpoun  theme 
to  give  anie  advyse  or  midle  thairin  without  consent  of  the  haill 
borrowis,  and  thairfore  desyrit  the  said  mater  to  be  continewit  to  the 
nixt  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  be  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  in 

>  In  the  original  record  a  blank  of  about  two  pages  is  left. 
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Julij  nixt,  promising  to  caus  the  said  mater  to  be  proponit  to  the  com-  fp^^^^y ' 

missioneris   of  borrowis   thair  to   be  assemblit  ;  the  which   desyre   and  1622. 

petitioun  the  saids  lordis  fand  ressonable,  and  thairfore  continewit  the  Abused  plaid- 

JT  /»  •     •  i»     r  •  1  ^8^»  cairsayes, 

said  mater  to  Tysday  fourtein  dayes  efter  the  first  meittmg  of  the  said  missive. 
conventioun.  Thairfore  the  present  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  thair 
clerk  to  remember  the  same  in  thair  generall  missiwe,  and  that  ilk  burgh 
be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  for 
deliberatting  and  concluding  anent  the  said  mater,  togither  with  thair 
best  advyse  anent  the  reforming  of  the  saids  abusses,  togither  also  with 
thair  best  opinioun  anent  the  articles  alredy  proponit  and  sent  doun  to 
the  saids  lordis  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsall,  vnder  the  pajme  of 
tuentie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dumfries. 

2  July  1622. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Macknacht,  Williame  Nemock  ;  Perth,  Andro  Dumfries. 
Wilsoun,  m.  ;  Dundye,  Maister  Williame  Fergussoun,  baillie ;  Abirdein, 
Paull  Meinzeis,  baillie ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Sherar ;  Lynlythgow,  Robert 
Ker ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Sanctandroes,  James  Watsoun,  m. ; 
Air,  James  Blair ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Simpsoun ;  Hadingtoun,  Patrik 
Broun ;  Kirkcaldie,  Alexander  Law ;  Montrose,  Johnne  Mylne ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Hendrie-  Moreis ;  Dumfreis,  Fraunces  Irwing  ;  Brun- 
tyland,  Maister  Andro  Wilsoun ;  Innerkeithing,  Williame  Blackburne ; 
Kinghome,  Walter  Duncane ;  Irwin,  Allane  Dunlop ;  Jedburgh,  Alex- 
ander Kirktoun ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Alexander  MeikJe ;  Wigtoun,  Johnne 
Turner ;  Dumbartane,  Robert  Campbell ;  Lanerik,  James  Gray  ;  Peibles, 
Williame  Ellott ;  Culros,  Robert  Forrett ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves  ; 
Quhithome,  Halbert  Quhytheid  ;  Rutherglen,  Thomas  Wilkein ;  Lauder, 
Mark  Sandersoun  ;  Annand,  Maister  Symeon  Wyld ;  Lochmabene, 
Williame  Maxwell ;  Sanchare,  Johnne  Carmichaell ;  Elgyne,  Anstruther 
Wester,  Bamflf,  Forfar,  Rothesay,  Forres,  Northberuick  and  Kilranie, 
exemptioun     and      ratificatioun      producit     be     agent ;      Abirbrothok, 
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Dumfries. 
2  July  1622. 


Citatioun 

verifiet. 

Moderator. 

Houres  of 
meitting. 

Outland  bur- 
g^asis,  etc. 

Munrofl,  Dum- 
freis. 


Dundye, 
Wigtoun. 


Haddingtoun 
vnlawit. 


[the  same]  be  Montrose ;  Dumfenneling,  ratifieatioun  producit  be 
agent ;  Selkirk,  exemptioun  producit  be  Dumbar ;  Couper,  Innemes, 
Brichane,  Pettinweyme,  Ramfrew,  Craill,  Thayne,  Culane  and  Nairne 
(blanlc). 

1.  The  commissioner  of  Dumfreis  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  Johnne  Coi*sane,  first  in  commission  for  Dumfreis,  elected  moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  and  r^ulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting, 
same  as  last  year. 

4.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  5th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

5.  The  commissioners  of  Munros  and  Dumfreis  produced  acts  of  court  depriv- 
ing certain  outland  burgesses  of  the  liberties  of  these  burghs,  with  which  the 
commissioners  were  satisfied.  Ordained  that  caution  be  found  that  the  persons 
deprived  desist  from  trading,  and  that  diligence  be  produced  to  next  convention. 

6.  Ordained  that  the  burghs  of  Dundie  and  Wigtoun  produce  to  next 
general  convention  better  diligence  in  causing  certain  persons  to  reside  in  their 
burghs  or  in  depriving  them  of  their  liberties. 

7.  The  burgh  of  Haddington  unlawed  in  £40  for  not  producing  diligence  as 
required  by  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and,  as  formerly,  ordained  to 
produce  diligence  to  next  convention. 


Statute,  fisoh- 
jjig,  miflsiwe. 


3  July  1622. 

8.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit  anent  the  fourt  act 
of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  haldin  at  the  burgh  of 
Abirdein  the  saxt  day  of  Julij  1621  yeirs,  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis,  recensing  the  grit  hurt  sustenit  be  the  haill  merchand 
trafficquers  with  fisches,  not  onlie  in  tbe  insufficiencie  and  vnloyall 
pakking  and  peilling  of  thair  fisches,  bot  also  in  the  insufficiencie  of  the 
barrellis  and  measures,  as  also  in  thair  credeit  and  fayme  without  the 
cuntrey  in  all  plaices  qubair  they  doe  traid,  and  considdering  the 
merchandis  does  mete  the  saids  domages  pairtlie  in  defalt  of  the  coupers 
not  making  thair  barrellis  according  to  the  ordour  presciyuit  and  sett 
doun  in  the  act  of  borrowis  maid  at  Edinburgh  the  12  of  Julij  1616, 
pairtlie  in  defalt  of  the  maisteris  and  mariners  takers  of  tbe  said  hering 
in  not  transporting  with  theme  to  the  fisching  such  sufficient  quantitie  of 
salt  as  may  seme  such  quantitie  of  6scbes  as  may  laidin  thair  haill  ships, 
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barks,   or    crears,   as    lykwayes   in    defalt   of   the    saids    maisteris    and  ?  j^i^22 
mariners  in  not  sufficient  pakking  of  the  said  fisches  at  the  said  tak.    And 


haiving  considderit  the  best  meanes  quhairby  the  saids  hurtis  may  be  ing,  misiwe. 
taiken  away  and  the  lyik  dainger  tymouslie  prevented,  hes  thairfore 
statut  and  ordanit,  and  be  thir  presentis  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  the 
forme  of  barrell  prescryuit  in  the  said  act  maid  at  Edinburgh  in  Julij 
1616  be  in  all  tyme  cuming  amongs  the  haill  borrowis  preceislie  keipit 
and  obseruit,  and  that  the  magistrattis  quhair  the  coupers  makers  of  the 
saids  barrellis  duellis  sie  the  same  put  to  executioun,  vnder  the  payne  of 
fourtie  pimdis ;  and  that  nane  within  the  bounds  of  thair  liberties  mak 
anie  vther  barrellis  of  anie  vther  forme  or  fashioun  bot  conforme  to  the 
fashioun  of  the  barrell  prescryuit  in  the  said  act,  vnder  the  paines  con- 
teynit  thairin.  And  farder,  to  the  end  that  the  fischers  and  takers  of  the 
saids  fisches  may  be  sufficientlie  provydit  of  sufficient  quantitie  of  salt  for 
pakking  and  making  of  the  hering  and  fisches  at  the  plaices  quhair  they 
are  takin,  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  all  personnes  that  heirefter  sail 
intend  to  goe  to  the  fisching,  or  to  outreik  anie  schips,  barkis,  or  crears, 
and  mak  vther  fumeisching  for  the  said  fisching,  that  thai  provyid  and 
carie  with  thame  to  the  said  fisching  such  sufficient  quantitie  of  salt  as 
salbe  abill  to  pak  as  manie  fisches  as  may  laidin  thair  haill  schips,  barks, 
and  crears,  contening  to  eureie  tuelflf  barrellis  of  fisches  fyve  barrellis  of 
hard  pakkit  salt  ;  and  for  this  effect  the  saids  persouues  sail  repair  to  the 
magistrattis  of  the  burghis  frome  whence  the  saids  schips,  barkis,  or 
crears  ar  frauchtit  to  pas  to  the  said  fisching  and  mak  knawn  to  theme 
the  birth  of  thair  schips,  barkis,  and  crears,  with  quhat  quantitie  of  salt 
thai  carie  with  theme  for  thair  fumeissing ;  and  in  caice  anie  maister  or 
skipper  sail  pas  away  to  the  said  fisching  and  not  geve  up  to  the  magis- 
trattis the  quantitie  of  thair  said  salt,  they  sail  pay  to  the  burgh  frome 
whence  thai  ar  frauchtit  the  soume  of  tuentie  pundis ;  and  in  caice  it 
salbe  fund  at  thair  returne  they  haif  not  caryed  with  theme  the  quantitie 
of  salt  abonewrittin,  or  the  fisches  in  his  defalt  to  be  spilt  and  becum 
insufficient  merchandice,  ordanis  the  said  maister  and  skipper  to  pay  ane 
vnlaw  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  to  the  borrowis  quhair  thai  ar  apprehendit ; 
and  farder,  for  better  avoyding  of  the  said  insufficient  and  vnloyall 
pakking  of  hering,  whairin  the  haill  merchandis  of  this  kingdome  ar  so 
grittumlie    dampnifict,    both    in    thair    goodes   and   fame,    statuttis    and 
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Dumfries. 
8  July  1622. 

Statute,  fi8ch- 
iug,  missiwe. 


Act,  Htaiiilo 
waircfi  trttim- 
portod  by  tho 
Btaiplo  i)ort, 
consorvatouFi 
cortano 
borrowli, 
miaiiiwe. 


ordanis  that  in  caice  anie  fisches  taking  at  the  said  fisching  at  thair 
homecuming  salbe  spilt  be  the  skippers  or  anie  of  his  cumpanie  be 
causing  the  pikkill  rin  out  of  the  saids  barrellis  for  inputting  of  gritter 
number  of  fisches,  in  that  caice  not  onlie  the  skipper  bot  also  the  peiJled 
hering  salbe  subject  to  the  refounding  to  the  merchands,  awners  of  the  saids 
fisches,  thair  haill  hurt  and  domage  for  the  saids  fisches  sa  spilt  by  the 
said  skipper  or  anie  of  his  cumpanie.  As  also  statuttis  and  ordanis  that 
na  peilled  hering  salbe  mixed  with  pakkit  hering,  and  that  the  said 
peilled  hering  being  pakkit  salbe  markit  be  the  magistrattis  quhair  thai 
ar  pakkit  with  the  burnning  yme  of  the  toun  and  the  lettre  P ;  and  that 
nane  tak  vpone  hand  to  laidin  anie  of  the  said  peilled  hering  vnmarkit, 
vnder  the  payne  of  threttein  pundis  sax  s.  viij  d.  to  be  payit  be  the 
awner  of  the  said  hering  of  euerie  last  to  the  burgh  quhair  thai  ar 
apprehendit.  And  ordanis  ilk  burgh  at  thair  homecuming  to  mak  intima- 
tioun  to  thair  inhabitantis  of  this  present  statut,  that  nane  pretend  ignor- 
ance, and  that  thai  put  the  same  to  dew  executioun  in  all  the  heids  and 
claussis  thairof  within  the  haill  bounds  of  thair  liberties,  and  who  salbe 
fund  remiss  and  negligent  in  putting  the  same  to  executioun,  or  anie  pairt 
thairof,  they  ordayne  thame  to  incur  ane  vnlaw  of  fourtie  pundis  to  be 
payit  to  the  borrowis ;  and  in  speciall  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Dundie,  Air,  Glasgow,  Anstruther  Eister  and  Wester,  Sanct  Androes, 
Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Bruntyland,  Kinghorne,  Craill,  Kilranie,  Dumbar, 
Pettinveyme,  Montrose  and  Ramfrew  to  report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in 
keiping  of  this  statut  and  putting  of  the  same  to  executioun,  vnder  the 
payne  of  fourtie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 

9.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  be  the  lettre 
direct  fromo  James  Lennox,  conservatour  clerk  in  Campheir,  as  also  by 
ane  vther  lettre  direct  frome  my  lord  conservatour  to  the  present  commis- 
sioneris of  borrowis,  that  ane  grit  nomber  of  merchandis  and  maisteris 
does  transport  staiplo  waires  by  the  staiplo  port  to  vther  portis  in 
Flanders,  to  the  grit  hurt  of  vther  merchandis,  tredders  thither,  and  brek 
of  the  contract  betuixt  the  borrowis  and  the  toun  of  Campheir,  and  being 
informit  of  thair  particular  names,  for  rcmeid  quhairof  ordanis  the  [burghs 
of  Dysart,  Montrose,  Aberdein,  Bruntyland,  Edinburgh,  and  Kirkcaldie  to 
cause  certain  of  their  burgesses  to  appear  before  next  convention  to  answer 
for  transporting  staple  wares  past  the  staple  i)ort  and  not  paying  the  con- 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  120 

servator's  dues]     As  als  ordanis  the  agent  to  tak  tiyell  of  Johnne  Gib,  Dumfries. 
George  Dauling  in  Borrowstouness,  and  Robert  Hill  in  the  Quenisferrie,  — ^ — ^-^— 
wha  war  thair  marchands  frauchters,  and  give  infornaatioun  thairof  to  the  waires. 
toun  of  Edinburgh  that  they  may  tak  such  ordour  with  theme  that  thai 
may  be  compellit  to  compeir  before  the  saids  commissioners  the  said  nixt 
conventioun. 

1 0.   The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  notwith-  Act,  factourU 
standing  of  diners  actes  of  borrowis  inhibiting  the  factouris  of  Campheir  discUairgit  to 

o       ^  ^  o  ^  A  buye  niorchan- 

from   tredding  and   vsing  of  merchandice  to   thair  owne  behoove,  and  dices  or  sell  bot 
recensing   the  grit  hurt  sustenit   be   the   merchands,    traflScquers  thair,  the  luerchaiui, 
thairby,  for  avoyding  of  such  lyik  inconveniences  in  tymes  cuming,  and  ^^.^^l^j:  *^°"' 
farder  declaratioun  of  thair  former  statuttis,  findis  and  declaires  that  the 
saids  factouris   aucht    and  sould  content  themeselffis   with    thair    office 
of   factorie   allanerlie  ;  and   thairfore    of   new   ordanis    theme    to    desist 
and    ceis   frome   all   bying   or   selling   of  whatsumeuir  kynd  of  waires, 
ather   Dutche   or    Scottis  waires,  to  thair   owne  behoofe,  bot    allanerlie 
to  the   Weill  and  proffeit   of  the    merchandis  to  quhome   thai  ar  sub- 
ject   to    mak   compt    thairof,    vnder    payne    of   tinsel    of   thair    office  ; 
and   ordanis  my  lord  conservatour  to  intimat  this  present  ordinance  to 
theme  and   to  put  the  same  to  executioun  and  to  report  his  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the  payne 
of  XX  li. 

1 1.  The  factors  having  refused  to  pay  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  1  2th  act   of  Act,  elements, 
last  general   convention  the  commissioners  ordained  the   conservator  to  enforce  ^^^^^^^o"* 
payment  and  to  report  his  diligence  to  next  convention. 

12.  Anent  the  matter  of  the  burghs  of  baronie,  the  commissioners  ordained  Act,  burghs 
the  burghs  to  send  their  commissionei-s   to  next  general  convention  sufficiently  ^j^g^"^*^' 
instructed  to  decide. 


13.   Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  7th  act  of  last  general  convention.        Act,  Perth, 

'ti 

ine. 


14.  Ordained  the  hurghs  of  Dumfermling,  Dumbar,  and   Innerkeithing   to  ^jj"^^  ^*^'"\*:^**^- 


produce  to  next  general  convention  the  form  of  election  of  their  magistrates  and  etc. 
to  conform  to  the  acts. 

15.  The  commissioner  of  Kirkcudbrycht  produced  acts  of  court,  as  required  Kirkcud 
by  the  19th  act  of  last  general  convention,  with  which  the  conimissionei"s  were    ^^^ 
satisfied. 


R 


>• 
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?"/TTfi99  ^ ^*  "^^^  commisaioner  of  Peibles  produced  a  perfect  rental,  as  required  by 
'—  the  24  th  act  of  last  general  convention,  which  the  commissioners  accept  for  dili- 

Cuiane.  1^-  instructions  given  to  the  burgh  of  Culane  as  in  the  20th  act  of  last 

general  convention. 

4  July   1622. 
Commiario,  ]  g    FAnent  the  second  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edin- 

statut,  plaiding  *-  *  ..  ti. 

cuir»ye«,  burgh  On  Ist  February  last,  the  commissioners]  having  considerit 
ventioun,  *^°"  dewlie  the  said  mater,  and  finding  themeselffis  gritlie  hurt  be  the  saids 
miMiwe.  abusses    mentionat    in    the    saids    overtures    proponit    thairanent,    and 

recensing  how  preiudiciall  the  same  ar  to  the  tredders  with  the  saids 
waires,  the  same  being  ane  of  the  grittest  and  cheiffest  treds  within  this 
cuntrey,  and  being  desyrous  that  the  saids  abuses  may  be  taikin  away  and 
the  saids  waires  reformit  and  brocht  bak  to  thair  former  integritie, 
ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
Lynljrthgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Wigtoun,  Montrose,  and  Elgyne  to  direct 
thair  commissioneris  to  meitt  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the 
xj  day  of  this  instant  for  setting  doun  of  thair  best  overtures  and 
advyses  for  reforming  of  the  said  abusses  and  geving  ansuer  to  the  lordis 
of  his  Majesties  privie  counsall  theranent,  to  quhome  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris of  borrowis  gives  thair  full  power  and  commissioun  to  doe  therin 
as  thai  sail  think  maist  meitt  and  expedient  for  reforming  of  the  saids 
abuses  and  weill  of  the  said  tied,  that  the  said  tred  may  floorisch  and 
ressaive  no  caus  of  stay  and  mine,  and  to  doe  all  and  whatsumeuir  they 
micht  doe  themeselffis,  ratifieing  and  appreiving  all  thair  proceidings 
therin.  As  also,  gives  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  saids  borrowis  to 
a<lvyse  and  consult  with  the  Archiebischop  of  Sanct  Androes  anent  ane 
ansuer  to  be  send  to  the  lettre  direct  frome  the  minister  and  sessioun  of 
Campheir  desyring  thair  advyses  anent  the  petitioun  givin  in  to  the 
estaittis  generall  of  Holland  be  the  Inglisch  and  Scottis  preachers  thair, 
for  reforming  of  the  confiisioun  amongs  theme,  craiving  ordour  frome  theme 
of  the  classical  and  sinodall  assemblies  as  the  kirk  of  the  Wallons  hes 
thair,  and  according  to  the  said  advyse  as  they  sail  think  best  to  send 
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ane  ansuere  to  the  said  minister.     As  also,  gives  full  powar  and  commis-  P^",^'^I^|2 
sioun  to  the  saids  borrowis   to  advyse  anent  the  best  way  for  remeid  of 


the  extraoi-diner  customes  taikin  at  the  landward  faires,  far  exceiding  his  piaiding,  etc. 
Majesties  customes,    and  to   mein  the  said  mater  to  the  lords  of  His 
Majesties  privie  counsall  that  the  same  may  be  prevented  in  tyme.      And 
ordanis  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence  anent  the  haill^premissis 
to  the  next  general  convention n  of  borrowis. 

19.  Anent  the  13th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the    commissioner   of  Tiennoz, 
Edinburffh  produced  the  accounts  of  James  Lennox  of  his  intromission  with  the  ^^^^^  comptea 
impost  granted  for  defraying  the  stipend  of  the  minister  in  Campheir,  but  the  missiwe. 
accounts  not  being  made  up  in  terms  of  the  injunctions  given  him  he  was  directed 

to  produce  correct  accounts  to  next  convention.  The  commissioners  also 
instructed  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  instructed  to  give  answer 
^*  tuitching  the  augmentation  of  his  fiall  craved/' 

20.  Anent  the   supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis,  Support,  Dum- 
craving  help  for  reparatioun  of  thair  brig  being  overthrowin  and  rased  to  m^^w"^  ^*^ 
the  grund  by  the  violence  of  the  water  of  Nith,  mentionat  in  the  25  act 

of  the  last  conventioun,  haldin  at  Abirdein  in  Julij  last,  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris  of  borrowis,  considdering  the  necessitie  of  the  said  brig  and  the 
diligence  vsit  be  the  said  burgh  of  Dumfreis  in  repairing  of  the  same, 
thairfore  hes  gran  tit,  and  be  the  tennour  hereof  grantis  vnto  the  said 
toun,  for  reparatioun  of  thair  brig,  the  soume  of  fyve  hundreth  pundis 
vsuall  money  of  this  realme,  and  ordanis  the  same  to  be  ingatherit 
according  to  the  taxt  roll. 

21.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Innerkeithing,  Support^iniier- 
craiving  help  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  decayit  brig  and  calsayis,  men-  decajifbrig 
tionat  in  the   36    act  of  the  last  conventioun  haldin  at  the  burffh  of^-l.  f^;^** 

missiwe,  jell. 

Abirdein,  the  saids  commissioneris  grantis  to  the  said  brig  and  calsay  the 
soume  of  ane  hundreth  pundis,  and  ordanis  the  same  to  be  ingatherit 
according  to  the  taxt  roll. 

22.  Ordained  that  the  burghs  send  their  commissionei's  to  next  convention  Compt,  com- 
sufficiently    instructed  "  anent  the  report   maid  be  the  burghis   of  Edinburgh,  ^^^rges^latt, 
Dundye,   Sanct  Androes,   Lynlythgow,   Hadingtoun,  Culros,   who  mett  at  the  missiwe. 


^j!^.^. 
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Dumfries.        platt  since  the  last  parliament,  eiuiving  that  ordour  micht  be   tuikiii  for  thair 

4  July  1622.      *  .     .  •      u   •  x  xi,         •  i         -Z.- 

^ commissionens  cnairges  at  the  said  meittings. 

Cant,  conser-  23.    The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,   vnderstanding  that  the 

clerk  conserva-  maglstrattls  of  the  touii  of  Campheir  hes  vnlawit  Elizabeth  Cant,  keiper 
tour,  missiwe.  ^£  ^^^  consergerie  hous  thair,  for  ressaving  of  Inglismen  in  hir  hous  the 
spaice  of  tua  houres,  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  thair 
clerk  to  wryte  to  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  touu  of  Campheir,  shewing 
theme  that,  sieing  the  Inglis  natioun  during  thair  staiple  at  Midleburgh 
had  that  priuleg  of  ressaving  of  Scottis  men,  that  it  is  agrieabill  to  reasoun 
that  the  same  lyk  priuelege  be  grauntit  vnto  the  keiper  of  thair  con- 
sergerie, so  insomuch  as  the  said  toun  is  be  contract  obleissit  to 
procur  and  grant  the  lyik  priueleges  to  oure  natioun  as  the  Inglish 
natioun  had  at  Middilburgh,  as  thai  salbe  cairfull  for  keiping  of  thair 
pairt  of  the  said  contract  to  theme  in  all  pointes,  and  the  burghis  of 
Edinburgh  to  haue  ane  cair  heirof,  and  to  produce  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be 
ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive.  As,  lykwayes  the  saids  borrowis,  vnder- 
standing that  (blank)  Greirsoun  and  Johnne  Corstorphing  induellers 
in  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  does  keip  oppin  hous  in  selling  of  beir  and 
wyne  to  the  natioun,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  the  keiper  of  the  consergerie 
hous,  thairfore  the  saids  conmiissioneris  ordanis  my  lord  conservatour  to 
dischairge  the  saids  persounes  of  all  venting  and  rinning  of  wyne  or  beir, 
and  in  caice  the  saids  pairties  transgres  in  tyme  cuming  to  dischairge 
the  saids  persouns  of  all  priuelege  of  the  natioun,  and  the  conservatour  to 
report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
statut,  trrns-  24.   Forsamikle  as  the  borrowis,  recensins:  the  grit  hurt  sustined  be 

porting  coalos,  ^  ^      ^  '  . 

iiiisaiwe.  the  haill  borrowis  in  lack  of  fewal  and  coals,  as  hes  bein  felt  this  bygane 

yeir  by  experience,  whiche  hurt  does  aryse  be  the  tolleratioun  of 
straingeris  to  transport  coales  furth  of  this  realme  and  is  licklie  to  grow 
to  the  preiudice  of  the  haill  cuntrey  gifF  the  same  be  not  tymouslie 
prevented,  and  thairfore  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  that  ar 
to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the  cllevint  of  this  instant  to  consult  vpon  the  best 
mids  for  preventing  of  the  saids  hurtis,  and  to  mein  the  same  to  the 
lord  is  of  His  Majesties  privie  counsall  that  the  lawis  alredye  maid 
against  transporting  of  coale   may    be   put  to  executioun  and  the  said 
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coale  restraynit  within  the  cuntrey,  and   to  doe   all  and  quhatsumeuir  P^^f^Y^?oo 
vther  thingis  they  sail  think  melt  for  restraining  of  the  saids  coales;  to 


quhome  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  gives  thair  full  powar  and  ^ 

commissioun  to  doe  quhatsumeuir  thai  micht  doe  themeselffis  therin, 
promittentes  de  raio,  etc.,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  generall  convention n  of  borrowis. 

25.  Anent  supplications  for  remiHsion  of  unlaws  incurred  for  absence  from  Dumbar.Dum- 
last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  remitted  the  unlaw  of  Dumbar,  and  bartane^Culros, 
ordained  the  agent  to  proceed  against  Dumbartane  and  CiUros  for  payment  of 
their  unlaws. 

26.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Elgyne  Eigjne,  eiec- 
to  produce  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  the  forme  of  the  electioim  of  Jjl^^JJ^^^^f^g. 
thair  magistrattis  and  counsall,  and  to  conforme  thame  selffis  thairin 
conforrae  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis,  and  ordanis  thame  not 

to  admit  or  ressaive  into  thair  counsall  anie  persounes  of  quhatsumeuir 
degrie  bot  such  [as]  ar  chosin  counsalleris,  merchandis,  and  craftismen 
within  thair  burgh,  vnder  the  payne  of  j®  li.  to  be  payit  to  the  borrowis. 

27.  The  accounts  of  Eobert  Wynrahame,  agent,  having  been  produced,  he  Agent,  comp- 
was  found  to  have  disbursed  £210,  which  sum  the  commissioners  ordained  to  be  tes,  ij^^x  li.  mis- 
paid  by  the  burghs,  conform  to  the  tax  roll.  **^®* 

28.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Couper,  Innemes,  Brichene,  couper  etc. 
Pettinweyme,    Ranfrow,    Dunfermeling,    Craill,    Culane,    and    Naime,   in    £20  vnlawitlchairge 
each    for  being  absent  from  this  convention,  and  also  (excluding  Culane,   but  ^*^"*»  missiwe. 
including  Tayne),  in  another  unlaw  of  £20  for  not  sending  their  missive  dues. 

29.  The  commissioners  ratified  the  39th  act  of  the  general  convention  held  gtatut  reill 
in  1616,  and  ordained  each  burgh  to  put  the  same  t«o  execution.  missiwe. 

30.  The  commissionera  ordained  Andro  Forrett  to  produce  to  next  general  Forettis 
convention,  his  accounts  of  the  impost  granted  him  for  defraying  his  charges  in  coraptes,  im- 
obtaining  letters  patents  in  favor  of  merchants  trafficking  to  England  and  Ireland.  S^,^venMouii 
**  And  farder,  for  his  better  help  and  support,  they  grant  and  give  to  the  said  missiwe. 
Andro  powar  to  himself  or  his  factor  in  hLs  name  to  his  behoove  till  vplift  the 

said  impost"  till  Ist  July  1623,  "  nochtwithstanding  of  the  acts  of  borrowis 
suspending  the  same." 

•   31.   The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  by  report  ofHerbene, 

Weymes. 
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Dumfries.       the  burghis  that  wer  appointed  to  visite  the  herbarie  of  the  Weymis, 

^  intendit  laitlie  to  be  buildit  and  repayret  be  the  laird  of  Weymis,  that 

Herbene         ^^^  g^^jj  herberio  is  necessar  and  commodious  for  saiftie  of  all  ships  and 

goodes  in  tyme  of  storme  that  is  passing  in  the  Firth,  and  thairfore  the 

said  is  borrowis  recommends  the  said  herbarie  to  the  cheritable  supplie  of 

the  said  borrowis  who  will  willinglie  supplie  the  same  ;    and  thairfore 

earnestlie^  intreattis  the  haill  borrowis  not  to  be  inlaiking  of  so  cheritable 

and  necessar  ane  work  as  they  salbe  requyrit. 

Compient,  32.   The  saids  commissioneris   of  borrowis   ordanis    the    burgh   [of] 

^ynly*^!^      Craill  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficientlie  instructed  to  ansuer  to  the 

missiwe.      '    Complaint    givin   in   be  the    burgh    of   Lynlythgow   against    thame    for 

exacting   ane    Fyfe    boll    of  all    bark    brocht    in    be    the    burgessis   of 

Lynljrthgow  to  thair  burgh,  vnder   the  payne  of  xx  li,   and  ilk  burgh 

to  send  thair  commissioner   sufficientlie  instructit  to   the  nixt  generall 

conventioun  of  borrowis  to  decyid  the  samin. 

Exemptiounes,         33.  Granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  from  general  conventions 
Dumbartane,    qj^  ^|j^  usual  conditions,  viz. — Dumbartane  for  tliree  years,  Quhitborne,  Annand, 
Lochmaben,  Sanqahare,  and  Rutherglen  for  five  years. 

Licence,  84.   Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  James  Blair,  commissioner 

import,  ir.  ^^^  ^j^^  burgh  of  Air,  in  name  of  his  said  burgh,  shawing  that  thair 
herbarie  and  haill  bulwarkis  ar  becum  ruinous  and  licklie  to  fall  doun 
and  perish  whitche  will  tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  toun,  thair  tred 
consisting  for  maist  pairt  be  the  sey,  and  thairfore  desyring  licence  to 
purches  ane  new  gift  of  the  impost  grantit  to  theme  of  before  be  oure 
Soverayne  Lord  for  repairing  and  vphalding  of  thair  said  harberie  and 
bulwarkis,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  thair  supplicatioun  givin  in 
theranent;  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  findis  thair  desyre  resson- 
able  and  thairfore  grantis  licence  to  the  said  burgh  to  impetrat  of  oure 
Soverayne  Lord  ane  gyft  of  the  impost  in  manor  specifiet  in  the  impast 
grauntit  to  the  said  burgh  in  anno  j"v®  Jxxx  viij  yeires  and  that  for 
the  spaice  of  nyntein  yeires  efter  the  expyring  of  the  said  gift;  provyding 
alwayis  the  said  burgh  at  the  ishe  and  expyring  of  the  said  impost  mak 
compt  to  the  borrowis  of  thair  intromission n,  as  lykwayis  that  they  bestow 
the  soumes  collectit  to  the  reparatioun  of  thair  said  herberie  and 
bulwarkis  foresaid. 
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35.   The  saids   commissioneris   of  borrowis  ordanis   Maister   Robert  Dumfries. 
Wynrahame,  thair  agent,  to  cause  wame  my  lord  conservatour  to  compeir      "  ^ 


before  theme  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  ansuere  to  the  Compient, 

.  .  ...  Dysart,  con- 

complaint  givin  in  against  him  be  the  inhabitantis  of  the  biirgh  of  Dysart  servatour, 
for    exacting  of  thame   certan  dewties  for   thair  ballast  ships,  and  for 
vplifting  of  tua  guidlings  of  the  ship  more  then  thai  wer  in  vse  to  pay  of 
before ;   and  the  agent  to   report   his  diligence   heiranent   to   the  nixt 
general!  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

36.  Compeirit  Johnne  Mylne,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Montrose,  Compient, 
and  gave  in  ane  complaint  against  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  for  not  suflFering  tra  Edinburgh, 
thair  nichtboures  resorting  to  the  herbarie  at  Leith  to  mak  mercat  and  ™"^^^®- 

sell  thair  merchandice  after  thair  accustomit  forme.  [The  commissioners 
of  Edinburgh  protested  that  in  respect  the  commissioner  of  Montrose] 
producit  no  speciall  commissioun  frome  his  burgh  for  ingeving  of  the  said 
complaint,  as  is  ordanit  be  diuers  actes  of  borrowis  in  sic  caissis,  that  the 
samin  sould  not  be  ressauit  nor  thair  burgh  cited  to  ansuer  thairto;  vnto 
whitche  actes  thai  declairit,  before  the  samin  past  in  vetting,  thai  adherit 
which  wes  as  yit  standing  in  thair  full  strenth  not  abrogat.  The  saids 
commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  send 
thair  commissioneris  suflScientlie  instructed  to  ansuer  to  the  said  compient 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of 
the  nixt  missiwe ;  and  the  saids  commissioners  of  Edinburgh  disassentit 
heirfra  and  protestit  as  of  before  inrespect  foresaid,  and  therupone  askit 
actes  and  instrumentis. 

37.  The  saids  commissioneris  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Lauder  to  send  5f^P^®"^ 
thair    commissioner  sufficientlie   instructed  to  ansuer  to  the  complaint  tra  Lauder, 
giving  in  against  theme  be  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  for  exacting  of  theme 

certan  customes,  not  onlie  within  thair  toun  bot  also  far  without  the 
samin,  quhairof  thai  wer  not  in  vse  of  payment  of  before,  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  li.,  and 
ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  for 
decyding  thairof. 

38.  Ordained  that   the   town  clerk   of  Dumfreis  be  paid   £20  for  Agent,  Cun- 

*  mghamo,  clerk 

directing  the  misssives  this  year.  xx  li. 

39.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  Next  conven- 

__,,  -^        ,.       ,.       .  ^        xi-«rt^«  tioun,  Dundio. 

to  be  held  at  Dundie,  begmning  on  1st  July  1623. 
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Rdiiiburoh. 
11  July  1022. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

11  July  1()22. 

Edinburgh,  Johne  Maknacht ;  Dundie,  Maister  Williame  Fergus- 
Houn  ;  Abirdcin,  Paull  Menzeis ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Air, 
JohuDo  OHburne  ;  Wigtoun,  John  Turner  ;  Montrose,  Johnne  Mylne  ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander  ;  Perth,  Stirling,  Lynlythgow,  and 
Elgyne  (blank). 


McKlerator 
dociit. 


1.  Johnne   Maknacht,   first  in  commission    for    Edinburgh,   elected 
moderator. 


18  July  1622. 


HUiut, 
cairwiye«^ 
plaidin^, 
miMiwe. 


2,  The  suids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  anent  the 
commissioun  givin  to  theme  be  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  haldin  at 
the  general)  conventioun  of  borrowis  at  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  the  fourth 
day  of  Julij  instant,  for  advysing  vpon  the  reformatioun  of  the  abusses 
croppin  in  in  the  working  and  making  of  Galoway  cairsayes  and  plaiding, 
and  anent  the  overtures  sent  doun  and  proponit  be  his  Majestie  to  the 
lordis  of  his  privie  counsall  for  reforming  of  the  saids  abuses  and  giving 
thair  advyse  and  opinioun  theranent,  and  finding  how  preiudiciall  the 
samin  ar  to  the  haill  merchand  estait  tredding  with  the  saids  waires,  both 
in  the  cuntrey  and  in  forane  pairts  quhairto  the  same  ar  transportit, 
hes  thocht  necessar  and  expedient  that  the  same  be  reformit  and  the 
saids  waires  brocht  to  thair  former  integritie,  and  the  honour  and  credeit 
of  the  cuntrey  so  grittumlie  dampnifiet  throw  the  disloyal  tie  thairof 
repayrit.  And  first,  anent  the  Galloway  cairsayes,  they  find  the  saids 
waires  frome  the  beginning  to  haif  bein  vnloyall  and  vnsufficient  mer- 
chandice,  and  the  dissait  thairof  to  haif  bene  so  cunninglie  convoyed  that 
the  same  quhen  it  is  brocht  to  the  mercat  and  bocht  be  the  merchandis 
can  not  be  espyet  before  the  same  be  wakit,  and  then  eftcr  the  waking 
tlicrof,  be  rosoun  of  the  diflference  of  the  wooll  and  yairnc,  is  espyet,  to  the 
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grit  hurt  of  the  merchandis,  and  thairfore  the  seilling  of  the  saids  waires  Edinburgh. 

before  the  same   be  presentit  to  the  mercat  to  be  no  suflScient  mids  for  — "^    .    ' 

preventing  and  reforming  of  the  abuses  in  the  working  of  the  saids  Galo-  sayes,  etc. 

way  cairsayis,  and  declaires  for  theme  that  thai  can  find  out  no  overture 

for  the  present  quhairby  the  samyn   may  be  reformit.     And  anent    the 

plaiding,  they  find  the  saids  abuses  to  half  croppin  in  of  late  and  the  wobs 

of  plaiding  to  be  so  falsifiet  be  mixing  of  diuers  wooles  therin  be  making 

of  the  same  narow  in  ane  plaice  and  broad  in  ane  vther,  and  be  making 

the  ends  and  syids  of  guid  yaime  and  the   mids  of  the  worse,  that  the 

same  is  becum  vnloyall  merchandice,  to   the   grit  preiudice  of  the  mer- 

chands,  handlers  thairwith,  and  discredeit  of  the  cuntrey  quhen  the  samin 

is  transported  abroad  ;  and  thairfore  finds  it  most  necessar  and  expedient 

that  the  saids  abuses  in  the  saids  waires  be  reformit,  and  the  same  brocht 

to  thair  former  integritie,  and  that  the  seilling  of  the  saids  waires  before 

they  be  presentit  to  the  mercat,  none  being  seilled  bot  sufficient  wobs  of 

alyk  breid  throw  out,  all  of  alyk  woole  and  yaime,  and  of  a  lyk  fynnes, 

and  the  vnsufficient  cuttit  to  be  sauld  within  the  cuntrey,  may  prevent  the 

saids  abuses  ;  and  thairfore  thinks  meitt  that  the  saids  lords  desyrit  that, 

scing  the  merchand  estait  is  most  interest  in  the  saids  waires,  that  the 

visitouris  and  seillers  be  at  the  appointment  of  the  borrowis  nixt  adjacent 

to  the  mercattis  quhairat  the  saids  waires  ar  sauld,  for  quhome  thai  salbe 

ansuerabill,  and  that  no  gritter  dewtie  be  imposit  thairon  then  the  grosnes 

and  small  validitie  thairof  may  weill  suflFer  and  without  hurt  to  the  tred  ; 

and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  this  thair  ansuer  to  the 

lordis  of  his  Majesties  privie   counsall  in  thair  names  quhensoeuir  thai 

salbe  requyrit,  and  to  report  ane  ansuer  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 

of  borrowis. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dundie.  Fjur/iij-is 

1  July  1623. 

Edinburgh,    Johnne     Byires,    Thomas    Weir  ;     Perth,    Andro    Gray  ; 
Dundie,    Maistcr    Alexander    Wedderburnc,    elder  ;     Abirdein,    Thomas 

s 
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DUNDrt. 

1  July  1623. 


Citatioun 
Terifeit. 

Moderator 
electit. 


Houresof 
meitting. 


Jedbiugfa, 
▼nlswit, 


CoHdsoud  ;  Stirling,  John  Sherare  ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell  ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Johnue  Lepar ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Air,  Johnne 
Stewart ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun,  elder ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James 
Cokburne ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henrie  Myller ;  Munros,  Hercules  Taelyeour ; 
Couper,  Robert  Pitersone  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander  ;  Dum- 
freis,  William  Carlell ;  Innemes,  Dimcane  Forbas  ;  Bruntyland,  Maister 
Andro  Wilsoun  ;  Innerkething,  Williame  Blaikbume  ;  Kinghorne,  Walter 
Duncane ;  Brichen,  Johnne  Norie ;  Irwyne,  Robert  Broun ;  Elgyne, 
Maister  Johnne  Hay ;  Kirkcudbright,  Johne  Ewart ;  Pittinweyme, 
Williame  Stevinsonn  ;  Dumfermeling,  Robert  Aitkyne  ;  Ramfrew,  William 
Sommervell;  Lanerick,  James  Gray;  Peibles,  Johnne  Lowes;  Craill,  Allane 
Cuninghame  ;  Thayne,  Thomas  Makculloch ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Robert 
Richardsone  ;  Culros,  Robert  Forrett ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves ;  Forfar, 
Johnne  Milve  ;  Forres,  Robert  Kynnaird ;  Gulane,  James  Lawtie  ;  Lauder, 
Mark  Sandersoun ;  Eilranie,  Normand  Lindesay ;  Abirbrothok,  exemp- 
tioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Alexander  Peter ;  Selkirk,  [the 
same]  be  Mr  Johne  Ker ;  Northberuick  [the  same]  be  Hadingtoun  ; 
Annand,  [the  same]  be  Dumfreis  ;  Dumbartane,  ratificatioun  producit 
be  Ramfrew  ;  Rutherglen,  exemption  produced  by  Glasgow ;  Jedburgh, 
Wigtoun,    Bamff,    Quhithome,    Rothesay,    Lochmaben    and    Sanquhare, 

1.  The  commissioner  of  Bundle  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  Williame  Auchinleck,  **  first  in  commission  for  Dum&eis,**  elected  mode- 
rator. 


3.  Appointes  the  houres  of  meitting  to  be  and  begin  daylie  efter  the 
forenones  sermone  at  nyne  houres  in  the  morning,  and  to  lest  quhill  tuelf 
houris  at  noone,  and  at  afternoone  at  half  hour  to  tua  till  fyve  acloak  at 
night.  [Regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting,  same  as  last 
year]. 

4.  Vnlawis  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  for  electing  of  Williame  Ruther- 
ohairge  agent,  fuird,  maltman,  and  ane  officer  of  airmes,  to  be  commissioner  for  thair 

burgh,  and  decernis  theme  as  absents,  and  thairfore  vnlawis  theme  in  the 
soume  of  tuentie  pundis,  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  vplift  the  same  and  to 
be  chairgit  therwith  in  his  comptes. 


Outland 
burgesnis,  otc. 


5.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention. 
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6.  Ratified  the  29  th  act  of  last  general  convention  and  ordained  the  burghs  Dundrr. 
to  put  the  same  to  farther  execution.  1  July  1628. 

7.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Perth  to  take  farther  diligence  against  an  indweller  ^®*H» 
in  Clakmannan,  in  causing  him  to  desist  from  using  the  liberty  of  the  free  royal  p^j^ 
burghs. 

8.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  conven-  Burghis  of 
tion,  instructed  as  required  by  the  12  th  act  of  last  general  convention.  baronie. 

9.  Anent  the  5th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  found  Munros, 
that  the  bui'ghs  of  Munros  and  Dumfreis  had  used  no  diligence,  and  ordained  ^*"^^^i»- 
them  to  take  proceedings  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

10.  Anent  the  6th  and  7th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners 

found  that  Dundie  had  done  diligence  against  an  outland  burgess,  and  that  burgh  2^^Li^ 
and  Haddington  were  ordained  to  take  proceedings  against  two  others. 

11.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Lythgow  to  insist  against  two  indwellers  in  Bor-  Lythgow. 
rowstonness  and  one  in  Queinsferrie  in  causing  them  to  desist  from  trading  or 

using  the  liberty  of  free  burghs. 

1 2.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Dumfermeling  to  require  a  burgess  residing  in  Dumfermeling. 
Queensferrie  to  make  residence  in  the  burgh  or  to  deprive  him  of  the  liberty 

thei*eo£ 

2  July  1623. 

13.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  in  £100  for  not  con-  Dumbar 
forming  to  the  acts,  in  electing  of  Sir  James  Baillie  to  be  their  provost,  and  vnlawit. 
ordained  them  to  conform  in  future. 

14.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Dum-  Dumfnea, 
freis  to  produce  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  and  oi©ctioun 
counsall  at  Michaelmas  nixt,  and  to  proceid  therin  conforme  to  the  actes 
of  parliament  and  borrowis,  and  to  admitt  nane  to  be  vpone  thair 
counsall  to  haive  voit  in  thair  electioun  bot  such  as  ar  merchands  or 
craftismen,  actuall  residents  within  thair  burgh,  beiring  all  portabill 
chairges  thairin,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  hundreth  pundis. 

15.  Anent   the    14th   act  of  last   general   convention,  the  commissioners  Innerkeithing 
unlawed  the  burgh  of  Innerkething  in  £100  for  not  conforming  to  the  acts,  in  ^nT^Jj^cU?^ 
electing  of  William  Inglis  to  be  provost  and  Patrik  Stewart  of  Baith  to  be  on  magistrattis  ' 
the  council,  and   ordained  the  burgh  to  proceed   in  the  next  election  as  in  the  missive, 
preceding  act  is  provided  with  regard  to  Dunbar. 
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Dundee.  16.  Anent  the  10th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  consei-vator  appeared 

"^  and  declared  that  he  had   intimated  the  same  and  the  commissioners  instructed 

Statutt  factors  him  to  put  it  and  also  the  1 1th  act  to  execution. 

c^ompiaint,  17.  Anent  the  fSSth  act  of  the  last  general  eonventionl  comperit  the 

DvRart  contra         .  .  ,  .  . 

conservator.  Said  lord  conservatour  and  declairit  that  he  knew  nothing  thairof,  and 
if  anie  such  ovirsicht  was  committit  be  his  coUectouris  promisit  to  sie 
the  samin  redressit. 

C'vilano.  1 8.  Instructions  given  to  the  burgh  of  Culane  as  in  the  1 7th  act  of  last  general 

convention. 
Lauder  contra  19    ^^t  passed  in  terms  simihir  to  the  37th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

misfliwe. 

MimroB  contra         20.  Anent  the  [3Gth  act  of  last  general  convention],  ordanis  the  said 
^JiS^*^^       burffh  of  Munros  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficientlie  instructed  with 

speciall  commissioun  in  the  said  mater  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun. 
Commissioners  21.  Anent  the  22  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis, 
teodm^  the  ^aldin  at  Dumfreis,  ordaining  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundye,  Lyth- 
piatt  missiwe.  gow,  Haddingtoun,  St.  Androes,  and  Culros,  to  produce  to  this  con- 
ventioun thair  commissioneris  chairges  that  attendit  the  platt  since  the 
last  parliament,  compeirit  the  commissioners  of  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Dundie,  Lynlythgow,  and  Haddingtoun  and  declairit  that  thair  commis- 
sioners had  attendit  the  said  platt  be  the  spaice  of  ten  weiks,  and 
thairfore  desyrit  that  thair  commissioners  chairges  and  the  attendance  on 
the  said  platt  micht  be  modifiet;  lyk  as  also  compeirit  the  commissioneris 
of  the  burghis  of  St.  Androes  and  Culros  and  desyrit  lykwayis  modifi- 
catioun  of  thair  commissioneris  chairges,  bot  could  not  condiscend  vpone 
the  tyme  of  thair  commissioners  attendance  at  the  said  platt ;  thairfore 
the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  grantis  vnto  the  saids  burghis  of 
Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Lythgow,  and  Haddingtoun,  to  ilk  ane  of  theme 
for  thair  commissioners  chairge  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  to  be 
ingatherit  and  vplifted  according  to  the  taxt  roll ;  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh 
to  send  thair  pairt  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis 
with  thair  commissioneris,  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh,  by  and 
attour  thair  payment  of  the  said  principall  soume ;  and  ordanis  the  saids 
burghis  of  Sanct  Androes  and  Culros  to  condiscend  vpon  the  speciall 
tymes  of  thair  commissioneris   attendance  vpon  the    said   platt  and   to 
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qualifie  the  samin  to  the  said  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  quhilk  Duxdek. 
beand  qualifiet  ordanis  theme  to  haif  allowance  with  the  rest  proportionallie. 1 


3  July  1623. 

22.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  vnderstanding  that  it  hes  pleased  Commissio, 
his  Majestie,  out  of  his  royall  and  princelie  cair  he  hes  of  his  haill  borrowis  anent 
subjectes  of  this  his  ancient  kingdom,  and  being  willing  that  thai  sould  be  J^^^*^*^^®^* 
eased  of  what  just  grievances  and  distresses  quhairvnder  they  doe  lye, 
hes  appointed  ane  particular  commissioun  for  heiring  of  the  saids 
grievances,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  the  commissioners 
of  the  burghs  of  Edinburght,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lyn- 
lythgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Dumfermeling,  Glasgow,  Haddingtoim,  Air, 
Anstruther  Eister,  Kirkcaldie,  Dysart,  Innernes,  Dumfreis  and  Elgyn 
to  meitt  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  nynt  day  of  this 
instant  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  and  thair  to  treat,  ressoun,  and 
conclud  anent  the  haill  greivances  this  estait  does  sustein,  and  to  mein 
the  same  to  the  saids  lordis,  that  according  to  his  Majesties  most  princelie 
intentioun  sum  guid  ordour  may  be  taikin  thairin,  and  they  releived 
thairof ;  and,  namelie,  recommends  to  theme  that,  first,  sum  guid  ordour 
wer  taiken  for  recalling  of  all  restraints  and  monopols  alredy  grauntit, 
and  restrayning  of  all  such  lyik  grants  in  tyme  cuming,  quhairby 
the  priueledges  of  the  borrowis  in  thair  tred  and  traflScque  grauntit  to 
theme  be  his  Majestie  and  his  most  noble  progenitouris,  and  so  oft 
confirmit  in  diners  parliaments  ar  so  grittumlie  impairit,  to  thair  gritt 
hurt  and  lose ;  and  sic  lyik,  to  desyre  redres  of  the  gritt  hurt  susteni  the 
the  lieges  in  the  mater  of  protectiounes,  supersederies,  and  bonorums 
graunted  to  sindrie  persounes  who  wilfuUie  defraudis  thair  creditouris  of 
thair  just  debts ;  and  sic  lyik,  to  mein  to  thair  lordships  the  particular 
preiudice  this  estait  doeth  sustein  be  the  act  of  the  last  parliament  maid 
anent  abuilziement,  and  to  craive  at  thair  lordships  they  wald  be  pleased 
to  interceid  with  his  Majestie  for  suspending  of  the  said  statut ;  and  sic 
lyik,  the  saids  commissioneris,  vnderstanding  be  the  complaint  givin  in 
be  ane  gritt  number  of  the  barkeris,  tanneris,  and  handleris  with  hyids, 
of  thair  grit  hurt,  and  how  they  ar  broght  to  extreame  pouertie  be   the 
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Dundee. 
3  July  1623. 

Ck>mmi88io, 
greivances. 


new  forme  of  barking  and  tanning  of  hyides,  the  same  craiving  gritter 
trauayle,  labour,  and  expenssis  nor  the  auld  forme,  and  the  hyds  theme 
selffis  not  being  abill  to  abyid  the  same,  is  altogidder  broght  to  be 
vnsufficient  for  the  people  for  balding  out  of  weit,  which  is  imposit  vpone 
theme  by  my  Lord  Erskein  and  dewtie  vplifted  of  the  hjrids  ;  thairfore 
the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  meane 
the  same  to  the  saids  lords  and  to  insist  for  redres  thairof ;  and  sic  lyik, 
to  meane  the  transportatioim  of  coalles  ;  as  also,  to  remember  the  heavie 
hurt  the  haill  borrowis  of  this  realme  doeth  sustein  be  the  Inglish  men 
and  Fleymings  who  hes  laitlie  taiken  vpone  tred  of  fishing  in  the  North 
and  West  Yles  of  this  kingdome,  they  being  sufficient  for  the  same  thame- 
selffis,  and  to  seik  remeid  thairof ;  as  also,  to  craive  thair  lordships  help 
for  restraining  of  the  Fleymings  in  bying  in  the  north  pairts  of  this 
cuntrey  beiff  and  hyd  and  pakking  of  the  same,  it  being  ane  tred  onlie 
competent  to  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme ;  and  last,  thai  recommend 
to  theme  the  burgh  of  Culane,  quhairby  they  cannot  bot  be  iustlie 
greived,  seing  his  Maiestie  is  lyik  to  lose  a  burgh  and  they  ane  member, 
eamestlie  to  interceid  with  the  saids  lordis  that  since  thair  hes  bein  so 
manie  lands  givin  theme  which  ar  now  taiken  from  theme  that  sum 
remeid  wer  fund  out  for  repairing  of  that  breache.  The  which  par- 
ticulars the  saids  commissioners  recommends  to  thair  cair  and  diligence 
in  prosecutting  thairof,  and  gives  vnto  theme  thair  full  powar  and 
commissioun  to  doe  in  the  premissis  as  they  sail  find  meittest  and  most 
expedient  for  the  commoun  weill  and  particular  weill  of  this  estait,  in  sic 
ample  maner  and  forme  as  they  micht  doe  themeselffis  gif  thai  wer  all 
personalie  present ;  and  in  quhatsumeuir  vther  mater  quhairin  they  ar 
greived  that  sail  cum  to  thair  knawledg,  whairin  to  doe,  the  present 
commissioners  of  borrowis  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun,  as  if 
thai  wer  exprest  in  this  present  commissioun  ;  promising  to  hald  firme 
and  staible  whatsumeuir  they  sail  doe  in  the  premissis,  and  to  ratifie  and 
approove  the  same  with  thair  haill  haddings  and  courses  to  be  taikin  therin 
be  theme.  And  ordanis  the  saids  commissioneris  to  attend  preceislie  the 
said  conventioun,  and  not  to  depairt  thairfra  before  the  same  be  dissoluit, 
and  gives  full  powar  to  these  convenand  to  vnlaw  the  absents,  and  such 
as  sail  depairt  befoir  the  ending  of  the  said  meitting,  and  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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23.  The  Commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  vnderstanding  Py^^i^ 
that  betuixt  conventiounes  thair  doeth  occur  diuers  and  sindrie  particu- 


lars quhairin  the  haill  borrowis  of  this  realme  ar  interest ;  and  becaus  of  ^Si'ib^wia 
thair  not  compeirance,  gettis  so  far  way  and  goes  on  without  remeid,  ^  ^.  ^^\ 
thairfore,  and  for  remeid  heirof,   the  saids   commissioneris  of  borrowis  to  compeir 
gevis  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  that  so  oft  lorS^of  * 
as  thai  sail  gett  intellicrence  of  whatt  sail  occur  betuixt  conventiounes  jo»ioun  in 

.,,.  .  ..  .  ,,  ,    thair  names. 

concemmg  the  haill  borrowis,  to  compeir  in  thair  names  and  mak  such 
laufuU  resistance  as  they  may  till  they  be  farder  hard,  and  sail  give 
aduertisement  to  such  of  the  borrowis  quhome  they  sail  think  most  meitt 
and  expedient,  ratifieing  and  approoving  quhatsumeuir  they  sail  doe  in  the 
premissis;  and  ordanis  theme  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  ensew- 
ing  conventiouns  of  borrowis  of  thair  proceidings. 

24.  The  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  produced  the  accounts  of  J&nies  Lennox 
James  Lennox  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  for  defraying  the  minuter  and 
charges  of  the  minister  and  readers  stipend  at  Campheir.     The  charge  for  the  year  readers 
ending  Ist  May  1622  extended  to  £133,  16s.  Flemish  money,  and  for  the  year  "^^P®*^^- 
ending  1st  May  1 C23  to  £1 64.    The  discharge  for  the  first  year  extended  to  £162 
and  for  the  second  to  £162,  leaving  due  to  the  collector  £26,  48.     The  commis- 
sioners augmented  the  collectors  fee  by  £10  and  directed  him  to  present  his  ac- 
counts to  next  convention ;  and  for  better  verifying  thereof  ordained  the  skipper 
or  fkctor  of  every  ship  to  subscribe  his  book  of  charge  in  future. 

25.  Ordanis  all  bandis  and  obligationes  and  vthair  securities  quhatsum-  statut,  bands 
euir,  to  be  maid  betuixt  Scottismen  in  the  Yland  or  staiple  port  at  Cam-  tk>une8*^d 
pheir  to  be  pend  and  written  onlie  be  James  Lennox,  conservatour  clerk  at  ^^  Campheir. 
Campheir,  and  be  no  vthers,  vnder  the  payne  of  fyve  schillingis  Flemys, 

to  be  payit  be  the  contraveners  to  him ;  and  ordanis  my  lords  con- 
servatour to  cans  intimat  this  present  statut  and  sie  the  samin  putt  to 
dew  executioun,  and  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 

26.  Compeirit  the  commissioneris  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  Suppiicatioun, 
producit  ane  suppiicatioun  in  name  of  Thomas  Cuninghame,  factor  at  factour,  com- 
Campheir,  direct  to  the  present  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  craiveand  resti-  |Sryator.*^°' 
tutioun  of  the  soume  of  (blank),  debursed  be  him  vpone  the  elements 

of  comunioun,  as  also  sum  consideratioun  for  his  paines  taiken  be  him  in 
collecting   and  ingathering  of  the  ministers  stipend  at  Campheir ;  the 
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Dundee.         saids  commissioners  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  wrytt  to  him  in  thair  names 

"^ ! —  shewing  him  that  thai  haive  givin  ordour  to  my  lord  conservatour  to  sie 

Cunn^^^e.'  him  payed  be  the  factouris  conforme  to  thair  ordinance,  and  to  thank  him 
for  his  paines  in  thair   naymes   taikin  be  him  as  thai  sould  be  most 
willing  to  retribut  to  him  ane  better  occasioun  quhensoeuir  the  samin 
sould  happin,  and  not  be  forgetfull  of  his  courtesie  doone  to  theme. 
Agent,  miMiwe         27.   Compeirit  Maister  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent,  and  producit  ane 
the  manufao-    missiwe  lettre  direct  frome  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie 
iS^J^'^^*  counsall,  shawing  that  his  Maiestie,  wyselie  forsieing  that  the  manufac- 
miasiwe.  touris  of  conmiodities  necessar  for  the  vse  of  the  kingdome,  and  in  special! 

that  of  the  wooll,  being  brocht  in  practise  heir,  vald  not  onlie  be  a  special! 
meane  to  onriche  the  cuntrey  bot  to  hald  numberis  of  poore  people  at 
wark,  his  Majestie  thairfore  recommendit  to  his  counsall  the  ordour 
taking  thairwith,  to  wit,  how  the  wark  may  be  vndertaken  and  erected, 
societies  joynit  and  a  stock  maid  ;  for  performance  quhairof  the  saids 
lordis  had  appointed  ane  meitting  for  sum  noblemen,  barrones,  and 
borrowis,  to  be  at  Edinburght  the  nynt  of  this  instant,  to  consult  vpon 
the  best  and  reddiest  way  how  so  guid  and  necessar  a  work  micht  be 
be  brocht  to  perfectioun,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteynit  in  the  said  missiwe 
lettre  of  the  dait  at  Edinburght  the  last  of  Junij  ;  with  the  quhilk  desyre 
the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  being  advysit,  they,  with  humble 
and  thankful  hairtis,  acknowledges  his  Majesties  fatherlie  cair  ouer 
theme,  and  that  nothing  micht  be  inlaiking  in  theme  for  advancement  of 
his  Majesties  princelie  desyre,  they  give  full  powar  and  commissioun  to 
the  commissionaris  of  borrowis  that  ar  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  nynt  of 
this  instant  to  treat,  ressoun,  and  conclud  vpone  the  best  meanes  how  the 
said  work  may  be  set  afoote  and  advancit,  and  to  deliuer  thair  judge- 
ment thairin,  and  to  doe  all  and  quhatsumeuir  they  micht  doe  theme 
selfRs  if  they  were  personalie  present,  firme  and  staible  haldand  and  for 
to  hald  all  and  quhatsumeuir  thair  saids  commissioneris  sail  do  in  the 
premissis,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  anent  the  premissis  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
Support  Compeirit  Andro  Forrett,  burges  of  Sanct  Androes,  and  producit  his 

misBiwe.  '  comptes  of  the  intromissioun  of  the  impost  grauntit  to  him  for  obtening 
of  ccrtan  lettres  patents  in  favouris  of  the  natioun,  in  obtening  quhairof 
and    vplifting  of  the    said    impost   he   declairit   that   he  had    not  onlie 
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expendit  his  owne  proper  meanes  bot  also  coDsumit  the  said  dewties  ras-  ?j^^?go8 
sauit  be  him  in  vplifting  of  the  said  impost,  quhairby  he  was  redacted  with  g^^ — -^ — 
\i\^  wyiff  and  baimis  to  pouertie  and  extreame  necessitie  ;  and  inrespect  Forret  jm  u. 
that  he  had  so  ruinat  his  estait  in  thair  sendee,  humblie  craivit  tbair 
help  for  bigging  vp  of  the  same  againe,  and  wes  content  to  demitt  and 
renunce,  lyk  as  he  be  thir  presents  demittis  and  renimces  and  simpliciter 
dischairges  quhatsumeuir  actes  maid  or  consaivit  in  his  favouris  of  befoir, 
and  renunces  the  said  impost  grauntit  vnto  him,  dischairging  the  saids 
borrowis  for  him,  his  aires,  executors,  and  assigns,  of  the  samin  for  euir ; 
thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  pitieing  the  said  Andro 
his  decayit  estait,  grantis  vnto  him,  in  full  contentatioun  and  satisfactioun 
of  quhatsumeuir  he  can  craive  of  theme  or  thair  successouris  in  tyme 
cuming,  and  for  help  thairof,  the  soume  of  ane  thousand  pundis  Scottis 
money,  quhilk  thai  ordaine  to  be  vplifted  according  to  the  taxt  roll,  and 
ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  pairt  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis,  by  and  attour  the  payment 
of  thair  pairt  of  the  said  principall  soume ;  and  farder  the  saids  com- 
missioneris exceptis  furth  of  the  said  dischairge  all  sic  soumes  of  money 
addebted  to  the  said  Andro  and  givin  vp  be  him  in  compt  quhairof  he 
hes  resauit  no  payment,  in  persewing  quhairof  they  doe  law  thir  presents 
sail  nowayes  derogat  nor  be  preiudiciall  to  him ;  and  ordanis  the  Magis- 
trattis  of  ilk  burght  to  concur  and  assist  with  him  for  obtening  payment 
thairof;  and  the  said  Andro  compeirand  accepted  the  conditiounes  abone- 
writtin  in  manor  foresaid  and  subscryuit  thir  presents  with  his  hand. 
(Signed)  Andrew  Forrett. 

29.  The  commissioners  continued  till  next  convention  the  uplifting  of  the  Dumbar, 
unlaws  incurred  by  the  burghs  of  Dumbar  and  Innerkeything  for  not  conforming  ^^^^  ^      ^' 
to  the  acts  in  their  elections. 

30.  Granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbricht  to  set  their  common  lands  lioenoe.  Kirk- 
called  the  Borelands  for  seven  years  "  to  those  of  thair  nichtbouris  that  sail  bid  ^    " 
maist  for  the  samin/'  and  ordained  them  to  produce  the  tack  to  next  convention. 

31.  Granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  from  general  conven-  Exemptiounes, 
tion  for  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions,  viz.,  Abirbrothok,  Hamfrew,  Lane- 
rick,  Lauder,  and  For&r. 

32.  Anent  the  complent  of  the  burgh  of  Brechan  against  the  burgh  Breichane,' 
of  Munros  for  not  selling  out  of  victuall  bocht  be  theme  fra  strangeris  oontrair  Muw- 

T 
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VYf^693      with  the  same  measour  thai  coft  the  samin  theme  selffis,  and  for  exacting 
— ; of  theme  certan  customes  quhairof  thai  haif  not  hein  in  vse  of  payment 

Breiohane  con-     rir-^i  •!  ••  •         i»i.  •  i»ii        -i         i         n 

trarMunros.  01  befoir,  "the  saids  commissionens  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  of 
Munros  to  send  thair  commissioner  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioim  of 
borrowis  sufficientUe  instructed  to  give  ansuer  to  the  said  complaint, 
and  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissiones  sufficiently  instructed  to  the 
said  nixt  conventioun  for  decyiding  thairof,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie 
pundis  ilk  burgh. 
Suppiicatioun,  33.  Anent  the  supplicatiounes  givin  be  the  burgh  of  Eibranie,  craive- 

Pittin^yme,    i^g  help  for  thair  decayit  herberie  and  for  bigging  of  thair  tolbuith,  and 
™^^°-  anent  the  suppiicatioun  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Pettinveyme  craiving  help 

for  thair  decayit  herbarie  and  conmioun  warkis,  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send 
thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun of  borrowis  to  give  ansuer  to  the  saids  supplicatiounes,  vnder  the 
paine  of  tuentie  pundis  ilk  burght 

4  July  1623. 

Statatt  anent  34    Anent  the  8  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  .  .  .  the  saids  com- 

barrell,  missioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  conforme  themeselffis  in  thair  barrellis 

miasiwe.  (^  f}^Q  forme  sett  doun  in  the  said  act,  and  for  this  effect  to  ressaive  ane  jadge 

thairof  frome  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in 
ressaving  of  the  same,  keiping  of  the  said  forme  of  barrell,  and  in  putting  of  the 
remanent  heids  contenit  in  the  said  act  putt  to  farder  executioun,  ilk  burgh 
under  the  paine  of  zx  li. 

Selkirk,  vnlaw        35.  Dispensed  "with  the  unlaw  incurred  by  Selkirk  for  not  sending  their  rati- 

^^^  fication  to  last  general  convention. 

36.  The  agent's  accounts  beisg  produced,  he  was  found  to  have  disbursed 

cOTnptea  fittit,  £^00,  *'  by  and  attour  '*  £60  received  for  unlaws,  the  commissionei's  of  each  burgh 
were  ordained  to  send  their  shares  to  next  convention. 

o/rTuni^^''^  37.  Ordained  that  the  town  clerk  of  Dundee  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the 

zxli.  missives  this  year. 

Quhithorne,  38.  The  burghs  of  Quhithome,  Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhare,  unlawed  in  £20 

etc.,  ynlawit,     *  x     /►  ^i.   •     j 

'  *    for  non-payment  of  theu:  dues. 

Nixt  conven-  39.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  to  be 

tjotin,  Lynlyth-  j^^j^  ^^  Lynlythgow  m  July  1624. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  gj^^S 


9  July  1623. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Bryris,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ;  Dundie, 
Johnne  Yeman ;  Abirdein,  George  Nicolsoun  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Sherar  ; 
Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame ;  Sanctandroes, 
Johnne  Leper ;  Dumfermeling,  Robert  Aitkyne ;  Haddingtoun,  George 
Hepbume  ;  Air,  Johnne  Stewart ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamsoun ;  Dysart  (blank) ;  Innemes,  Duncan 
Forbas ;  Dumfreis,  William  Cairlell ;  Elgyne,  Maister  Johnne  Hay ; 
Munros,  James  Williamesoun. 

1.  Johnne  Byres,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

18  July  1623. 
2.  The  saids  commissioneris  beand  convenit  for  obedience  of  the  22  Anentthe 

greivances. 

act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  haldin  at  Dundie  the  thrid  day  of 
Julij  instant,  and  be  vertew  of  the  commissioun  therin  conteynit,  ordanis 
the  greivances  vnderwrittin  to  be  gevin  in  to  the  commissioneris  appointit 
be  his  Majestic  for  heiring  and  reforming  of  the  just  greivances  of  his 
subjectes  within  this  kingdome  : 

FoUowis  the  greivances  givin  in  be  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis 
to  the  commissioneris  appointit  be  his  Majestic  for  heiring  and 
reforming  of  the  iust  greivances  of  his  Majesties  subjectes  within 
this  kingdome  of  Scotland. 

1.  Quheras  the  monopolies  and  restraints  of  importation  of  forraine 
wair  ar  preiudiciall  to  the  subject  and  to  the  mercheand  estait  in  speciall, 
in  thair  fre  tred  and  negotiatioun,  both  in  exportatioun  of  native  com- 
modities and  importatioun  of  forrane,  it  is  maist  humblie  craived  that 
all  monopolies  and  restraints  may  be  recalled  and  publicatioun  of  the 
same  maid  at  the  mercat  croces  of  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme. 

2.  Quheras  be  protectiounes  and  cessioun  of  guides  maid  be  diuours, 
the  lieges  ar  michtielie  preiudgit,  it  is  most  humblie  desyrit  that  such 
solide  course  may  be  taiken  for  executioun  of  the  lawis  alreddie  maid,  and 
making  of  vthers  if  neid  be,  for  frieing  of  the  subject  frome  these  euillis, 
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EDriCBCJRGH. 

18  July  1«23. 

Aneut  the 
greivances. 


as  the  feare  of  punishment  may  in  sum  measore  be  ane  terrour  to  curb  that 
pest,  leist  be  the  grouth  thairof  his  Maiesties  guid  subjectes  be  vndoone. 

3.  It  is  maist  humblie  desyrit  that  your  lordships  wald  heir  the  iust 
complaint  of  the  tanneris  of  this  kingdome  quhairin  we  haue  oure  awin 
sensible  greivance,  both  in  the  badnes  of  the  wair  occasioned  be  this  new 
forme  of  tanning  and  raesing  of  the  price  of  the  buittes  and  shoone,  be  the 
burdein  of  the  impositioun  laid  vpone  theme,  and  vtheris  chairges  whiche 
they  ar  now  forced  to  vndergoe  in  new  tanning  of  thair  ledder,  to  the  gritt 
hurt  of  the  subject  without  anie  appearance  of  anie  guid  to  follow  thervpone. 

4.  The  borrowis  ar  michtelie  preiudgit  in  transporting  of  great  coale, 
dischairgit  be  act  of  parliament  to  be  transported,  since  by  the  exporta- 
tioun  thairof  coalles  ar  not  onlie  raissit  to  ane  heigh  rate  bott  als  is  growin 
so  scairce  as  the  samin  in  sum  seasouns  can  not  be  had  for  money,  and 
strangers  preferrit  to  the  native  subject,  to  thair  gritt  prejudice,  quhairin 
albeit  thair  may  be  some  pretext  for  transport  of  these  coalles  whiche  ar  wyn 
vnder  the  sey  and  ar  vpone  the  sea  shore  and  not  able  to  be  intertynniet 
inrespect  of  thair  chairges  without  exportatioun ;  yit  thair  can  no  pre- 
text be  for  these  which  ar  vpone  the  maine  land  and  ar  intertynniet  vpone 
ordinerie  chairges  with  thair  coale  benches  of  this  realme  and  lyes  in 
such  pairts  quhair  thair  transport  is  more  hurtfuU  to  the  subject  then 
can  be  borne  and  whair  thair  was  neuir  anie  transport  of  befoir. 

5.  The  subject  is  preiudgit  in  that  formellir  impositioim  has  bein 
laid  vpone  forraine  victuall,  quhairby  the  samin  in  effect  was  restranit, 
sua  that  we  are  now  forcit  to  buye  the  samin  at  ane  triple  rate  to  supplie 
the  necessitie  of  the  cimtrey,  quhilk  formerlie  micht  haue  bein  bocht  at 
ane  verie  easie  price,  and  thairfore  most  humblie  desyres  that  since  be 
the  lawis  of  this  realme  the  imbringeris  of  victuall  sould  be  cherished  and 
no  new  impositioun  laid  vpon  the  said  victuall,  it  micht  pleis  your  lord- 
ships to  tak  sic  ordour  as  no  impositioun  in  tyme  to  cum  may  be  laid 
vpone  forraine  victuall,  bot  that  the  samin  may  be  frielie  importit  for 
payment  of  the  aid  accustomit  dewtye,  and  als  for  repressing  of  exorbi- 
tant derth  that  it  micht  not  be  laufuU  to  export  anie  victualle  furthe  of 
this  cuntrey  effcer  that  the  price  of  the  boll  of  quheitt  cum  to  be  ten 
pundis,  beir  viij  lib.,  and  aittes  vj  lib. 

(i.  The  merchandis  of  this  kingdome  ar  michtielie  preiudgit  in  the 
payment  of  the  excyse  fish,  and  als  in  the  tithes  fishes  exacted  be  the 
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Bishope  of  the  Yles,  which  tua  burdenis  do  presse  wb  so  sore  as  thair  is  ^^j?i^^^* 
no  gaine  of  oure  fishings  and  if  the  samin  be  not  reformit  and  the  sub-  .        , — - 
jectes  fred  thairof  thair  is  no  houp  that  the  traid  of  fishing  sail  euir  tak  greivanoes. 
roote,  far  less  can  mak  anie  progres  in  this  natioun^  albeit  the  same  be 
ane  of  the  most  proffitable  commodities  that  this  natioun  doeth  affuird 
and  vsefull  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

7.  The  subjectes  is  michtielie  hurt  and  preiudgit  be  ane  patent 
granntit  to  the  laird  of  Bogie  of  the  contraventiounes  of  the  inbringeris  and 
selleris  of  forraine  beir,  especiallie  in  this  so  necessarie  a  tyme,  quhairby 
they  ar  summond  to  his  courts  and  such  vnlawis  exacted  as  thai  ar  not 
abill  to  beare  in  preiudice  of  the  liberties  of  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme. 

8.  The  subjectes  ar  greivit  in  sua  far  as  gifts  wes  grauntit  be  his 
Maiestie  of  the  penulties  of  penall  statuttes,  the  subjectes  hes  bene  sum- 
mondit  firome  sil  comers  of  this  cuntrey  to  give  thair  aiths  vpone  the 
saids  contraventiounes,  albeit  tbair  be  no  expres  warrand  contenit  in  the 
saids  actes,  and  thair  is  no  reasoun  quhy  the  subjectes  sould  be  compellit 
to  give  his  aith  thervpon,  and  it  wants  precedencie  or  exemple,  ather  at 
home  or  abroad,  except  in  simi  few  caices  whiche  by  auctoritie  of  parlia- 
ment wes  introduced  for  the  eschewing  of  the  gritt  abuses  of  the  pistolles, 
hagbuittes,  and  of  vsurie. 

9.  The  merchants  is  preiudgit  in  sua  far  as  vpone  supplicatioun 
maid  be  theme  to  his  Maiestie  of  the  euillis  ensewing  be  the  act  maid  .the 
last  parliament  anent  abuilziements,  his  Maiestie  wes  pleased  to  suspend 
the  executioun  thairof  for  sum  few  yeires,  quhilk,  notwithstanding,  is  not 
doone,  quhairby  grit  decay  of  tred  hes  foUowit,  it  micht  thairfore  be  your 
lordships  pleasour  to  interceid  with  his  Maiestie  for  suspending  of  the  same 
for  sum  few  yeires  and  firieing  of  the  subjects  of  the  penulties  therin  contenit. 

10.  Forsamikle  as  the  burgh  of  Oulane  is  vtterlie  ruined  and  almost 
altogidder  left  desolate  be  ressoun  that  the  commoun  guid  of  the  said 
burgh  and  landis  appertening  thairto  ar  sett  in  few  to  gentlemen  throw 
the  cuntrey  for  such  small  dewtie  as  the  samin  ar  altogidder  vnproffitable, 
and  thair  is  nothing  remaining  to  intertein  the  chairges  belonging  for 
Bustentatioun  of  the  commoun  burdeins  incident  to  the  said  burgh,  it  micht 
thairfore  pleas  your  lordships,  since  the  burgh  is  both  auncient  in  situa- 
tioun  and  plaice,  verie  vsefull  to  the  cuntrey,  and  hes  patrimonie  sufficient 
for  repairing  of  the  ruines  thairof,  if  the  samin  wer  taiken  out  of  the  hand  is 
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Bdixburgh. 
18  July  162a. 

Anent  the 
greirances. 


of  the  vniust  possessouris,  that  sum  course  micht  be  fund  quhairby  they 
micht  be  restorit  to  thair  owne  landis  and  the  burgh  to  the  former  beauty. 

11.  Item,  we  the  merchandis  of  the  west  cuntrey,  as  Glasgow,  Air, 
and  Dumfreis,  ar  preiudgit  in  sua  far  as  we  ar  compellit  to  pay  double 
custome  of  oure  merchandiee  importit  fiirth  or  to  Yreland  to  be  trans- 
ported to  forraine  cuntreyis,  quhairas  the  rest  of  his  Maiesties  lieges  payes 
bot  one  custome. 

12.  Forsamikle  as  the  penall  statuttes  ar  maid  rather  for  terrour 
than  rigour,  and  the  executioun  of  the  same  is  such  ane  greivance  and 
burdein  to  the  subjectes  as  it  is  not  possible  to  be  borne,  especiallie  in 
these  tjrmes  quhairin  famine,  derth,  decay  of  tred,  taxationis,  ordinar 
and  extraordiner,  and  vthers  manie  burdenes  hardlie  borne  out  and  vnder- 
gone  be  the  best,  and  which  presses  the  rest  of  subjectes  too  sore,  ar  yet 
hinging  over  oure  heides,  it  micht  pleis  your  lordships  to  interceid  with 
his  Maiestie  for  frieing  of  the  subiectes  of  the  samin  and  penulties 
for  byganes,  and  extending  his  gracious  favour  thairof  to  his  subjectes 
thairin,  quhairby  manie  greivances  may  be  remooved  and  the  subjectes 
who  is  now  encouraged  with  hope  of  sume  guid  to  ensew  to  theme,  by  your 
lordships  laboures  may  enjoy  the  fruittes  of  the  same,  quhairin  your 
lordships  sail  doe  ane  work  worthie  of  your  selffis  and  mereit  ane  appro- 
batioun  of  your  cuntrey  to  be  recordit  to  postertie,  and  sail  preserue  inteir 
to  his  Maiestie  the  hairts  and  estaittes  of  his  subjectes  wha  [be]  his  Maiestie 
gracious  favour  and  your  lordships  laboures  salbe  preseruit  frome  vtter 
ruine  till  better  tymes,  quhairin  thai  may  be  more  vsefuU  to  his  Maiestie 
and  thair  iieaces  may  in  some  seasonable  spring  grow  in  Gods  guid  favour 
and  they  refreshit  in  such  measour  as  thai  may  be  enabled  with  all 
alacritie  and  cheirfulnes  to  mak  proffer  to  his  Maiestie  of  the  testimonies 
of  thair  graitfuU  hairts  and  vndergoe  all  his  Maiesties  royall  commando- 
ments  in  all  obedience  dew  to  so  sacred  ane  Soveraine. 

FoUowis   the  ansueris   maid   be  the   lordis  of  his  Maiesties   com- 

missioun  anent  the  articles  abone  writtin,  at  Edinburgh  the  18 

of  Julij  1623. 

1.  Anent  the  first  article  concerning  monopolies  and  the  restraints 

quhilkis  ar  craivit  to  be  dischairgit,  the  lordis  ordanis  the  borrowis  to 

declair  quhat  thai  call  monopolies  and  consent  particularie  quhat  thai 

vald  haue  to  be  dischairgit. 
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2.  Anent  the  second  article  tuitching  protectiounes  and  cessioun  of  ^"^^^^^ 
ffuides,  the  lordis  of  sessioun  will  haue  ane  cair  thairof  and  will  tak  such ; 

Aii6iit  too 

ordour  thairin  as  the  forther  growth  of  that  euill  salbe  restraynit ;  and  greivances. 
tuitching  protectiounes,  the  parliament  has  alreddie  tane  ordour  thair- 
anent,  and  cair  salbe  had  that  the  act  of  parliament  sail  ressaive  execu- 
tioun  as  it  hes  done  preceislie  thir  tua  yeires  bygane. 

3.  Anent  the  thrid  article  concerning  the  tanneris,  the  lords  con- 
tinewis  all  medling  in  that  mater  till  the  first  Wednisday  of  November 
nixt,  to  the  intent  that  the  pairtie  halving  entries  may  be  hard. 

4.  Anent  the  article  of  coalles,  ordanis  the  borrowis  to  condiscend 
vpone  the  particular  coale  benches  quhairfra  the  hurt  and  preiudice  pro- 
ceids,  to  the  intent  the  awners  may  be  warnit  to  the  last  counsall  day  of 
November  and  hard  thairvpone. 

5.  Anent  the  fyft  article  concerning  the  dischairge  of  the  laitt  impo- 
sitioimes  vpone  victuall  and  dischairge  of  exportatioun  thairof,  the  lordis 
ordanis  the  borrowis  to  bak  that  article  with  the  best  reassouns  enforcing 
the  expediencie  of  the  propositioun,  to  the  intent  the  pairties  haiveand 
entries  being  hard  thervpon  such  ordour  may  be  tane  quhilk  salbe  most 
for  the  publict  guid  of  the  cuntrey;  and  it  is  thocht  meitt  that  the 
justices  of  peax  throughout  the  kingdome  salbe  desyrit  that  at  thair  first 
quarter  sessiounes  yeirlie  in  the  moneth  of  November  they  informe  theme 
selffis  trewUe  and  sufBcientlie  of  the  estaitt  of  the  victuall  and  that  within 
the  boundes  of  thair  offices  that,  according  to  tryell  and  informatioun 
thairanent,  that  thai  mak  a  report  to  his  Maiesties  counsall  vpone  the 
last  counsall  day  of  November  yeirlie,  to  the  intent  that  efter  delibera- 
tioun  thairof  such  ordour  salbe  tane  as  sail  best  stand  with  the  weill  of 
the  cuntrey,  and  that  the  lyik  be  doone  yeirlie  be  the  magistrattis  within 
burgh,  and  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  the  borrowis  to  adverteis  the 
magistrattis  of  the  held  burgh  of  ilk  shyre  concerning  this. 

6.  Anent  the  article  of  the  assyse  and  teind  fishes,  becaus  the  mater 
concemis  the  Kings  Maiestie  and  the  Bishope  of  the  Yles,  it  is  thocht 
meit  that  his  Maiesties  officer  and  Bishope  salbe  hard  thairvpon  at  such 
tyme  as  the  borrowis  will  tak,  in  the  beginning  of  the  nixt  sessioun,  and 
if  it  salbe  fund  in  that  onie  noveltie  hes  bein  introduced  anent  the  vplift- 
ing  of  the  teind  dewtie,  and  that  more  is  exacted  then  is  dew,  ordour  salbe 
tane  for  redres  and  reformatioun  of  abuse. 
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£DIirB(JROH. 
18  July  1623. 

Anent  the 
greivances. 


7.  Anent  the  article  concerning  Bogies  patent,  the  lordis,  vnder- 
standing  the  act  of  counsall  concerning  that  mater  and  the  patent  follow- 
ing thervpon  wer  vpone  guid  consideratiounes  grauntit,  and  if  ane  abuse 
hes  bein  committit  in  following  out  of  the  bissines,  vpone  tryell,  ordour 
salbe  taken  thairanent^  and  if  the  borrowis  hes  onie  thing  to  say  thair- 
anent,  ordanis  thame  to  attend  the  counsall  on  Tysday  nixt  and  thai 
salbe  hard. 

8.  Anent  the  8  article,  ordanis  the  commissioneris  to  condiscend 
vpone  the  particularis  quhairin  thai  ar  greivit  and  ordour  salbe  taiken 
thairanent. 

9.  Anent  the  9  article,conceming  abuilziement,  the  lordis  finds,  sieing 
the  act  of  parliament  wes  vpon  guid  consideratiounes  for  suppressing  of 
ane  abuse  most  vnproffitable  to  the  cuntrey,  the  borrowis  being  present 
and  hard  thervpone,  that  now  thair  is  no  plaice  for  theme  to  tuitche  the 
samin. 

]  0.  Anent  the  10  article  for  the  burgh  of  Culane^  the  lordis  finds  that 
thai  half  no  warrand  by  thair  commissioun  to  cognose  vpone  mens  here- 
table  tytiliis  nor  to  call  theme  to  that  effect. 

11.  Anent  the  article  concerning  the  borrowis  in  the  west,  and  thair 
double  custome,  becaus  this  point  concemeth  his  Maiesties  customes,  the 
lordis  wilbe  advysit  therwith. 


19  July  1623. 

Warrant,  3.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  James  Prymrois  ^  for  his  panis  takin  be  him 

Prymrois,  etc.  j^  \^s.\r  affaires"  100  merks,  to  his  son  20  merks,  and  "to  the  maissouris  at  the 
counsalhous/'  10  merks. 


Lettre  to  his 

Majestie, 

greivanoet. 


4.  Ordanis  ane  missiwe  to  be  writtin  to  his  Majestie  of  thankis  fqr 
his  gracious  favour  extendit  toward  theme  in  the  late  commissioun  of 
greivances,  with  humble  supplicatioun  for  redres  of  the  samin. 


Johnne  Hay  to        5.  Johnne  Hay,  in  absence  of  Alexander  Guthrie,  clerk,  authorised  to  sub- 
tn^STeto^*     scribe  any  extracts  or  letters  till  next  convention. 

Report,  ^iv-  6-  Ordained  the  report  of  grievances  and  answers  to  be  a  head  of  the  next 

anoes,  muwiwo.  nuggjve,  and  ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  reqiure  the  burghs  named  in 

the  2 2d  act  of  last  general  convention  to  convene  at  Edinburgh  on  4th  November 

next. 
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7.  Oi^dained  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  an  Edinburgh. 

account  of  the  employment  of  £500  received  for  repair  of  their  bridge.  "^     *  ' 

Diimfreifi,  im- 
p  oyment  of 
vMi,  agent, 
HI  1881  we 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  John  Byres,  Eduard  Ker ;  Perth,  Andre  Conquerour  ;  Edinbijrqh. 
Dundye,  Johnne  Yeman  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Mathow  Lumbsden  ;  Striviling,  162I  ^^^^^ 
Johnne  Sherare  ;  Lynlythgow,  Andre  Bell ;  Sanetandrees,  Jehnne  Lepar  ; 
Glasgow,  Jehnne  Thomsoun ;  Air,  Adame  Ritchie ;  Hadingteun,  Maister 
James  Cekbume  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Colyear ;  Ceuper  in  Fyiflf,  Bobert 
Petersene ;  Anstnither  Eister,  Robert  Merser ;  Bruntyland,  Maister 
Andre  Wilseun  ;  Kingherne,  Jehnne  Kirkcaldie ;  Dumferraeling,  James 
Reid. 

9  February  1624. 

John  Byres,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.       Moderator. 
1.  The  saidis  commissioneris,  all  in  ane  voice,  agries  to  oppose  against  Gift  of  the 

^  ■^  •  .  ^  conservatonc 

the  gift  of  the  office  of  conservatorie  grauntit  to  Maister  Nathaniell  Eduard 
and  all  that  hes  foUowit  thervpone,  and  to  vse  all  meanes  they  can  for 
annulling  of  the  same. 

10  February  1624. 

2.  Forsuamikle  as  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ar  informit  that  Mr  Wddert,  con- 
Nathaniell  Wddert  hes  purcheised  ane  grant  of  His  Majestie  of  the  office  ^^^  ^' 
of  conservatorie  within  the  Law  Cuntreyis,  and  als  befoir  his  gift  be  exped 
hes  intrudit  him  selff  in  the  said  oflSce  without  anie  warrand  allowable  be 
the  lawis  of  this  riealme,  and  that  the  borrowis  ar  not  onlie  preiudiced 
in  the  example  bot  als  in  the  grant  it  selfiF,  quhairin  they  haue  thair  awin 
iust  interessis,  thairfore  they  all  in  ane  voice  agries  to  interceid  with  his 
Maiestie  and  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  secreit  counsall  for  recalling  of  the 
said  grant,  and  to  mak  all  lauchfuU  oppositioun  to  that  effect,  and  that 
Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  present  conservatour,  may  injoy  his  gift  of  the  said 
office  conforme  to  the  tennour  thairof,  and  the  borrowis  tak  such  course 
as  nane  may  be  plaiced  therin  heirafter  without  thair  consent  and  assent. 

U 


154 


Convmtimi  of  Royal  Burghs. 


EpiNBURQH.  3.  The  saidis  commissioneris,  haivinor  consideratioun  that  in  caice 

10  February  ,  ,  '  o 

3624. Maister  Nathaniell  Vduard  purchase  of  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  present 

^^^erv^ator      conservatour,  ane  dimissioim  of  his  office  it  will  very   much   preiudice 
warrand.  thair  effairs  and  give  the  said  Maister  Nathaniell  too  muche  advantage, 

thairfore  hes  thocht  fitt  that  the  said  conservatour  be  dealt  with  that  he 
mak  no  dimissioun  of  the  said  office  in  favouris  of  the  said  Maister 
Nathaniell  nor  na  vther  persone  without  the  consent  of  the  borrowis  of 
this  realme  at  anie  tyme  heiraftfer,  and  for  the  same  to  give  him  assurance 
that  sua  soone  as  they  haue  cleired  the  contraversie  presentlie  depending 
betuixt  theme  and  the  said  Maister  Nathaniell  Vddert,  and  that  they  sail 
purchase  his  Majesties  favour  for  recalling  of  his  grant  and  placeing  of 
ane  man  fit  for  supplieing  of  the  said  office  for  the  honor  of  his  Majestie 
and  guid  of  the  natioun,  that  then  it  sail  ather  be  in  the  optioun  of  the 
said  Sir  Robert  to  retein  the  said  plaice  during  his  tjrme,  or  vtherwayes 
give  it  sail  pleis  him  to  dimit,  to  gratifie  him  honorablie  for  the  same  at 
the  sicht  of  the  commissioneris  or  anie  four  borrowis  he  sail  nominat,  or 
vtherwayis  as  they  can  agrie;  and  in  the  meanetyme  the  saids  commission- 
eris promittis  to  vnderlye  the  chairges  of  the  commissioneris  to  be  imployed 
be  theme  ather  at  home  or  abroad  for  mantening  of  the  said  Sir  Robert 
in  the  richt  of  his  patent  or  quhat  salbe  vtherwayes  thocht  fitt  to  be 
debursed  to  that  effect. 

Agent,  writts.  4^  Ordained  the  agent  to  repay  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  sum  of  £178, 

18s.  8d.  paid  for  purchasing  and  extracting  writs  concerning  the  office  of  con- 
servator, and  also  to  pay  such  farther  sums  as  may  be  necessary  in  connection 
with  that  matter. 


Edinbui^h, 
Udiivard,  con- 
•ervatorie. 


11  February  1624. 

5.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  forsuameikle  as 
the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  vpone  informatioun  givin  to  theme  of  the  patent 
purchest  be  maister  Nathaniell  Vduard  of  the  office  of  conservatorie  of 
the  priveleges  of  the  natioun  in  the  Law  Cuntreyis,  meynit  theme  selffis 
to  the  lordis  of  His  Majesties  secreit  counsall  for  staying  of  the  expeding 
of  the  said  patent  till  the  borrowis  wer  hard,  quhilk  wes  grantit  to  theme 
be  the  saidis  lordis,  and  thairefter  haiving  notice  of  the  said  Maister 
Nathaniell  Vduard  his  transportatioun  to  the  toun  of  Campheir,  and  in- 
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truding  himselflf  in  the  same  office  without  anie  lauchfull  warrand,  had  also  Edinburgh. 
givin  in  supplicatioun  in  name  of  the  borrowis  compleyning  of  the  said  1624. 


wrang,  and  thairfore  intreatting  thair  lordships  to  intimat  the  same  to  his  Edinburgh, 
Majestie,  and  to  interceid  that  all  farder  prooedour  therin  sould  stay  till  servatone. 
the  borrowis  entres  were  hard,  the  saids  lordis  hes  direetit  thair  lettres  to 
his  Majestie  to  that  same  effect  togidder  with  the  said  supplicatioun, 
thairfore  the  commissioneris  ratifies  and  approves  quhatsumeuir  hes  bein 
doone  heirin  be  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  anent  the  said  affair  in  thair 
names,  and  also  ordanis  ane  supplicatioun  to  be  maid  in  name  of  the  haill 
borrowis  and  givin  in  to  the  saids  lordis  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsall, 
makand  mentioun  of  quhat  is  past  and  doone  be  theme  in  favouris  of  the 
saids  borrowis,  to  give  thair  lordships  maist  humble  and  hairtie  thankis  for 
the  same,  and  to  intreat  continuance  of  thair  lordships  honorabiil  favour;  and 
since  the  mater  doeth  concerne  most  the  borrowis  of  this  realme  and  they 
onlie  interessed  in  the  same,  it  micht  pleis  thair  lordships  as  of  before  to 
continew  all  farder  proceiding  therin  till  the  borrowis  be  of  new  waimit 
that  they  may  give  in  to  thair  lordships  such  just  reasouns  as  they  haue 
to  oppose  against  the  same,  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
aduerteis  the  rest  of  the  borrowis,  at  leist  so  many  of  theme  as  they  sail 
think  fitt,  or  wer  written  for  to  this  present  conventioun,  and  the  agent  to 
direct  thair  missiwes,  and  the  chairges  of  the  same  salbe  allowit  to  him  in 
his  comptes. 

12  February  1624. 

6.  Ordained  that  eleven  persons,  factora  in  Campheir,  who  had  contmvened  Factors  to  be 
the  acts  of  burghs,  and  specially  the  10th  act  of  the  general  convention  of  1622,  ^^f^*^*^^** 
should  be  warned  to  answer  the  complaint  at  next  general  convention ;  and  that 

the  conservator's  clerk  should  then  produce  his  accounts. 

7.  Ordained  that  a  letter  be  written  to  Patrik  Hammiltoun  to  insist  with  Agent  at  court, 
his  Majesty  for  recalling  the  patent  granted  to  Nathaniel  Vduard  of  the  office  of  ^*^^®'^'^   ^' 
conservator. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Lynlythoow. 

Edinburgh,    Jobnne    Byires,    Thomas    Weir ;    Perth,    Andro    Gray ;  ^'j|;lyT62r 
Dundie,    Maister    Williame    Fergussoun ;    Abirdein,    Maister   Alexander 
Japhray ;   Stirling,  Johnne  Scherare  ;  Lynlythgow,   James  Glen ;  Sanct- 
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6 'juiy"i62T'  a^d^oes,  Symeone  Greg ;    Glasgow,    Gabriell    Cuninghame ;    Air,  James 

Blair  ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Sympsoun  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume; 

Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Colzear ;  Munros,  Maister  Williame  Mackeane  ;  Cou- 
per,  Robert  Petersone  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser ;  Dumfreis, 
Fraupces  Irwing ;  Innemes,  Robert  Baillie  ;  Bruntyland,  William  Mikle- 
johnne  ;  Innerkething,  Mark  Kinglassie ;  Kinghome,  Walter  Duncane ; 
Biicbene,  Dauid  Lindesay ;  Irrwing,  James  Scott ;  Elgyne,  Hew  Fal- 
couer ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Robert  Bell  ; 
Pettinweyme,  Williame  StevinsoUn ;  Dumfermeling,  Robert  Aitkyne ; 
Peibles,  Archibald  Frank  ;  Craill.  Allane  Cuninghame ;  Thayne,  Johnne 
Forrester ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Johnne  Thomesoun ;  Culros,  Maister 
Eduard  Blair ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves  ;  Rothesay,  Adam  Fairlie  j  Forres, 
George  Duff ;  Northberuick,  Johnne  Mure  ;  Culane,  James  Lawtie ; 
Lauder,  Mark  Sandersoun ;  Kilranie,  Nonnand  Lindsay  ;  Ramfrey  and 
Rutherglen,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Glasgow ; 
Lanerick  [the  same]  be  Thomas  Jak ;  Abirbrothok,  [the  same]  be 
Brichene ;  Selkirk  [the  same],  be  Maister  Johne  Ker ;  Forfar  and" 
Annan  [the  same],  be  agent ;  Sanquhar,  [the  same]  be  Hew  Dick ; 
Bamff,  exemptioun  producit  be  agent ;  Wigtoun,  Dumbartane,  Quhithome 
and  Lochmabene  {blank). 

G  July  1624. 

Ciutioun  veri-         1 .  The  commissioner  of  Lynlythgow  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 
^:  2.  Andro  Bell,  provost  of  Lynlythgow,  elected  moderator, 

electit.  3.  Appointed  the  meetings  to  begin  daily  "efler  the  forenones  sermone,"  at 

^®"™*  ®'         nine,  and  to  last  till  twelve  noon,  and  in  the  afternoon  from  two  till  six.    Regu- 
lations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting,  same  as  last  year. 

Forres vniawit,  4.  The  saids  commissionoris  of  borrowis,  haiffing  examinat  and  tryet 
chairge  agent  ^^^  commission  producit  be  George  Duff,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of 
Forres,  they  fand  the  said  George  not  to  be  ane  actuall  resident  within 
the  said  burgh  with  his  wyiff  and  familie,  lyik  as  they  haiflSng  pervsit  his 
said  commissioun  they  find  the  samin  insufficient  not  ansuering  to  the  first 
heid  of  the  missiwe,  and  thairfore  findis  and  declaires  the  said  burgh  to 
be  absent  fra  this  present  conventioun,  and  vnlawis  theme  in  the  soume 
of  tuentie  [pundis]  quhilk  they  ordayne  thair  agent  to  vplift  and  to  be 
chairgit  therwith  in  his  comptes. 
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5.  Act  pas8ed  in  terms  similar  to  the  5tli  act  of  last  general  convention.  g'j^^^T' 


6.  Anent  the  saxt  act  of  the  last  generall  eonventioun  of  borrows,  Outiand  bur- 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dundie  the  first  day  of  Julij  last,  the  saids  com-  ^S^^p^rait- 
missioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstandinff  be  the  39  act  of  the  generall  con-  ten«  missiwe. 
ventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Perth  the  fyft  day  of  Julij  rem  and  telling 
1616  yeires,  ordaning  the  lenth  of  the  reill   betuixt  held  and  heid  to  be  ^.^^y*"™*®' ™"" 
halff  elne  and  halff  quarter,   making   the  haill  hesp  to  be  fyve  quarter 

longe  of  double  yaime,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  act,  not  to 
haiff  taken  full  efifect,  thairfore  they  of  new  ratifie  and  approve  the  said 
act  in  all  the  heids  and  articles  thairof ;  and  for  better  executing  of  the 
samin  they  ordayne  ilk  burgh  to  cans  mak  ane  reill  of  yme  of  the  lenth 
foresaid,  and  to  hing  the  samin  vpon  ther  mercat  croce,  or  in  sum  such 
vther  publict  plaice  quhair  the  said  commoditie  of  yaime  is  vsuallie  sauld, 
that  the  foresaid  lenth  of  the  said  reill  may  be  better  knawin,  both  to  the 
sellers  and  buyaris  of  the  said  commoditie  :  And  farder,  the  saids  com- 
missioneris  of  borrowis  being  informit  that  thair  is  ane  vther  grit  fraud 
vsit  be  the  selleris  of  the  said  commoditie  in  the  telling  of  the  yaime, 
quhairby  the  nichtboures,  trafficquers  thairwith,  ar  no  les  dampnifiet  then 
in  the  schortnes  of  the  reill,  thairfore,  and  for  eschewing  of  all  farder 
fraud  and  deceit  in  the  said  commoditie,  they  ordayne  the  magistrats  of 
ilk  burgh  to  tak  diligent  tryell  of  all  yaime  cumand  to  thair  mercattis, 
and  diligentlie  to  visit  thair  mercattis,  and  such  yairne  as  they  sail  find 
to  be  schorter  in  the  hesp  then  is  above  ordaynit,  or  that  does  not  contein 
the  iust  number  of  threids  in  euerie  cutt  thairof  as  the  samin  vsuallie  sould 
contein,  ordanis  the  saids  magistrates  to  confiscatt  the  samin.  And  ordanis 
ilk  burgh  to  cans  publicatioun  be  maid  of  this  present  act  throw  thair 
burghis  vpone  ane  mercatt  day  that  nane  pretend  ignorance,  and  ilk  burgh 
to  report  thair  diligence  in  publicatioun  and  executioun  thairof  to  the 
nixt  generall  eonventioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis. 

7.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Perth  t<»  take  further  diligence  against  an  indweller  Perth,  outiand 
in  Clackmannan  in  causing  him  desist  from  using  the  liberty  of  burghs.  miMiwe. 

8.  Anent  the  9th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of  Munros  Munros,  out- 
produced letters  of  homing  used  against  three  unfree  traders.    The  commissioners  ^^^  ^  d^** 
accepted  this  for  diligence,  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  cause  the  parties  find  gence^missiwe. 
caution  to  desist  from  using  the  liberties  of  burghs. 

9.  Ordained  the  biirgh  of  Dumfreis  to  do  farther  diligence  against  seven  out-  Damfreis,  out- 

iand hur^s, 
missiwe. 


Ik 
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Linlithgow. 
6  July  1624. 

Haddingtoun, 

outland 

burgesb. 

Outland 
burges,  Dum- 
fermling, 
diligence. 

Innerkething, 
vnla  wit,  charge 
agent,  misaiwe. 


land  burgesses  in  depriving  them  of  their  liberties,  and  causing  them  find  caution 
to  desist  from  trading. 

10.  The  commissioners  of  Dundje  and  Haddingtoun,  having  reported  r^ard- 
ing  the  1 0th  act  of  lant  general  convention,  the  latter  burgh  was  ordained  to  do 
farther  diligence,  and  report  to  next  convention. 

11.  Anent  the  12th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 
Dumfermling  reported  that  their  outland  burgess  had  made  residence  in  burgh 
with  his  wife  and  family. 

1 2.  Anent  the  15th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  unlawed 
the  burgh  of  Innerkething  in  £100  for  contravening  the  acts  in  electing  William 
Inglis  to  be  provost  at  Miciiaelmas  last,  and  ordained  the  agent  to  uplift  the 
same  along  with  last  year's  unlaw.  The  burgh  was  also  ordained  to  conform  to 
the  acts  in  future. 


Jedburgh  con-         1 3.   Anent  the  nyntein  act  of  the   last  generall  eonventioun    .    .    . 

miasiwe.  '  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  to  condiscend  vpone  the  quantitie  of  the 
custome  vpliftet  frome  theme  and  to  be  particular  therin ;  as  also 
ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Lauder  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficientlie 
instructed  to  ansuer  to  the  said  complent  with  thair  riehtis  and  securities 
for  vplifting  of  thair  said  impost,  and  also  for  quaJifieng  of  thair  posses- 
sioun  to  the  nixt  generall  eonventioun. 


Munros 
contrar 


14.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Munros  to  send  their  commissioner  to  next  con- 


Edinburgh,       vention,  instructed  as  mentioned  in  the  20th  act  of  last  general  convention. 


miasiwe. 


Contraversies 
burghs  of 
baronie  and 
frie  royall 
borrowis, 
missiwe. 


7  July  1624. 

.  15.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit  anent  the  mater 
of  the  burghis  of  baronies  and  contraversies  depending  betuixt  the  saids 
burghis  and  his  Majesties  frie  royall  borrowis  and  so  lang  debaittit  betuixt 
theme,  mentionat  in  the  aucht  act  of  the  last  generall  eonventioun  of 
borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dundie  in  the  moneth  of  Julij  last  1623 
yeires,  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordainis  thair  agent  to 
advyse  and  consult  with  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  quhat  course  salbe 
taiken  for  suppressing  of  the  saidis  burghis  of  baronies  vsurping  thair 
liberties  alreddie  erected,  and  for  staying  thair  farder  grouth  in  tyme 
cuming,  and  to  report  the  samin  to  the  nixt  generall  eonventioun  of 
borrowis ;  as  also  in  the  meane  tyme  recommends  the  said  mater  to 
euerie  burgh  in  particular,   desyring   theme  to  tak  such  course  with  all 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burghs  of  barronie  that  salhappin  to  resort  to  Linltthoow. 
thair  burghis  or  tred  within  thair  liberties  that  the  actes  of  parliament    *^"^^  ^^^' 
maid  anent  vnfrie  tredders  and  lossing  and  laidning  at  vnfrie  ports  may 
be  put  to  executioun,  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the   payne  of  tuentie 
pundis. 

1 6.  Anent  the  11  th  act  of  last  general  convention  ordained  the  burgh  of  Innlithgoe, 
Linlithgoe  to  report  their  diligence  to  next  general  convention.  diligence,  mis- 

1 7.  Anent  the  1 3th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  unlawed  Dumbar,  un- 
the  burgh  of  Dumbar  in  £100  for  contravending  the  acts  "  in  not  electing  of  ane  laye,  chairge 
proveist  and  in  cheising  of  moe  baillies  then  they  hawe  bein  in  vse  to  doe."    The 

burgh  was  ordained  to  conform  to  the  acts  in  their  next  election,  and  *'  to  mak 
choice  of  such  their  awin  nightbours  quha  ar  merchandis,  trafficquers,  residents 
within  thair  burgh,  and  beiring  all  portable  chairges  with  theme,  most  qualified 
to  be  proveist  and  baillies  as  they  haue  bein  in  vse  of  befoir." 


missione,  mis* 
Rive. 


18.  Anent  the  auchtein  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun     .      .     .  cuiane,  com- 
the  saids  commissioners  considdering  that  the  said  burgh  is  lieklie  to  cum  " 
to  ane  vtter  decay  and  perish  furth  of  thair  nomber  by  setting  furth  of 
ther  saids  commoun   landis  and  commoun  guids,  and    therby  ar  maid  • 
vnabill  to  sustein  anie  common  burdein,  thairfore,  and  for  supplieing  of 

the  necessities  of  the  said  burgh,  and  to  prevent  in  tyme,  if  possible  may 
be,  the  vtter  ruine  thairof,  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  to  be 
convenit  at  the  particular  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  be  haldin  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  1 2  of  this  instant  to  tak  to  thair  consideratioun 
the  estait  of  the  said  burgh  and  to  consult  and  conclud  vpone  the  best 
meanes  thai  can  find  for  prevening  of  thair  said  decay  and  restoring  the 
same  to  thair  former  integritie,  to  quhome  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  givis  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  doe  quhat  they  sail 
think  maist  meit  and  expedient  for  the  weill  of  the  said  burgh 
and  ordanis  James  Lawtye,  present  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh,  to 
attend  the  saids  commissioners  during  the  said  conventioun. 

19.  Anent  the  30th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of  Kirk-  Kirkcud- 
cudbricht   reported  that  the  Borelandis   bad  been  set   to  Thomas  Andersoun,  ^^n^iaB^" 
burgess  of  the  burgh,  for  seven  years  for  a  yearly  rent  of  £90  Scots.     The  commis- 
sioners accepted  this  for  diligence  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  report  to  them  when 

the  tack  expii*ed. 
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LnruTHoow.  20.   Compeirit  James  Lawtye,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Culane, 

7  July  1624.  i  •/-.  i  •  i  •    *       ,  •  i» 

-^ and   ratiTiet  and  approovit  quhatsumeuir  actes,  statuttis,  or  ordinances 

commissioner    aLreddie  sett  doun  or  to  be  sett  doun  be  the  present  commissioners  of 

ratifi^ioM*^  borrowis  at  this  thair  generall  conventioun,  in  all  the  heids,  articles,  and 

claussis  thairof,  and  in  name  of  his  said  burgh  band  and  obleist  him  to 

abyid  therat,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  grantis  licence 

to  the  said  James  to  depairt  fra  this  present  conventioun. 


DumfreiB  2 1 .  The  commissioner  of  Dumfreis  produced  a  certificate  of  the  receipt  of 

compt.  £500  for  repair  of  their  bridge  and  account  of  the  employment  thereof,  which  the 

commissionei's  accept  for  diligence. 
Ratificatione,  22.  The  commissioner  of  Elgyne  having  ratified  all  the  acts  made  and  to  be 

of^ElBv****'^^'^    ™^^  ^^  ^^  general  convention,  the  commissioners  granted  licence  to  him  to 

depart. 


Olaisin- 
wrights,  foot 
of  gUu,  mis- 
•ive. 


Commisaione, 
burroues, 
anent  the 
transporta- 
tione  of  wooU, 
miMive. 


23.  The  saidis  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  be  thair 
nichtboures  that  thair  is  ane  gritt  abuse  committit  be  the  glaissinwrichts 
within  the  borrowis  in  the  measure  of  the  fute  of  glas  wrocht  be  theme, 
to  the  grit  preiudice  not  onlie  of  the  inhabitantis  of  the  saids  borrowis, 
bot  also  of  his  Majesties  haill  lieges,  for  remeid  quhairof  the  saids  com- 
missioneris ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioner  sufBcientlie 
instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  anent  the  lenth  of 
the  said  measure,  with  the  ordour  keiped  be  theme  in  all  tyme  preceiding 
be  the  glaissinwrichts  within  thair  burghis. 

•  24.  The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  vnderstand- 
ing that  thair  is  grit  quantities  of  wooll  transportit  furth  of  this  realme, 
quhairby  the  pryces  thairof  is  so  raised  that  the  workers  of  plaiding  ar 
not  abill  to  buye  the  same,  thairfore  the  saidis  commissioneris  of  borrowis 
remittis  the  same  to  the  particular  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  be  haldin  at 
Edinburgh  the  12  day  of  this  instant  and  ordanis  thame  to  mein  the  said 
mater  to  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  counsall  and  to  desyre  theme  to  restraine 
the  transportatioun  thairof  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament,  considdering 
the  said  woole  is  the  sole  meane  quhairby  the  works  of  plaiding  ar  onlie 
intertynniet  and  manie  poore  people  are  therby  put  to  work,  and  the 
saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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25.  [Anent  the  8th  act  of  the  general  convention  of  1622,  the  com-  J^'/Jj^j^f' 
missioners   ordained    the   buro^hs   therein    named,    with    the   addition   of- — 

...  ...     Dundie,  etc., 

Irrwyn,  but  excluding  Edinburgh],  to  report  thair  diligence  in  writt  in  jadge  of  the 

ressaiving  frome  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  ane  jadge  of  the  said  barrell  giveT    ™" 

and  in  keiping  the  forme  of  barrell  prescryuit  in  the  said  act  throwout 

thair  haill  boundis  and  liberties,  and  putting  the  samin  to  executioun  in 

the  haill  heids  articles  and  claussis  thairof,  ilk  burgh  vnder  the  payne  of 

XX   IL,   and   to   report   thair    diligence   heiranent   to    the    nixt  general! 

conventioun. 

26.  Anent  the  missiwe  lettre  direct  be  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  Commissiore 
honorabill  privie  counsall  to  the  present  commissioneris,  schawing  that  JJ^^^ehu*^ 
thai  had  ressauit  ane  lettre  frome  his  Majestic  with  ane  petitioun  therin  ^^^*  ^^' 
enclosed  presentit  to  his  Majestic  be  Dauid  Naime  of  SumfFurd,  anent 

the  jadging  of  the  barrellis  for  salmoud,  herring,  and  quhy  tt  fisch,  as  at  mair 
lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  lettre,  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowia 
remittis  the  said  mater  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh  and  Abirdein,  and 
ordanis  theme  to  compeir  before  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsall 
and  oppose  theme  selffis  against  tKe  said  patent,  that  the  samin  may  be 
in  tyme  resistit,  to  quhome  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  givis 
thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  doe  therin  as  they  sail  think  meittest 
for  the  Weill  of  the  borrowis,  and  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

27.  Anent  the  2 2d  act  of  the  last  ffenerall  conventioun,  fthe  com- ^oro^i^ion®. 

.  .  .      flprievances, 

missioners  therein  named  having  reported  their  proceedings,]  the  commis-  missive. 
sioneris  of  borrowis  givis  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  commissioneris 
that  salbe  appointit  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  1 2  of  this  instant  to  give  an- 
suer  to  the  articles  sett  doun  be  the  saids  lordis  anent  the  greivances  alreddie 
presentit  be  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  to  his  Majestic,  and  to 
insist  with  theme  for  redres  of  the  saids  greivances ;  as  also  givis  full  powar 
and  commissioun  to  the  saids  commiasioners  to  present  quhatsumeuir 
vther  greivances  sail  cum  to  thair  knawleg  quhairin  thair  estait  is  hurt 
and  preiudgit  that  ordour  may  be  taiken  thairwith  tymouslie,  and  gen- 
erallie  all  and  sindrie  vther  thinges  to  doe  anent  the  premissis  quhilk  thai 
micht  doe  theme  selflis,  ratiefieing  and  approving  thair  haill  preceidings 
therin,  and  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

X 
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LlJtLITHOOW. 

7  July  1624. 

RatificatioDe 
particular  con* 
ventione  in 
Februar  1624. 

Commiasione, 
oonservatorie, 
mitsive. 


28.  Ratified  the  whole  proceedings  and  acts  of  the  particular  convention  held 
at  Edinburgh  in  February  last. 

8  July  1624. 

29.  [Referring  to  the  proceedings  mentioned  in  the  particular  con- 
vention held  in  February  last  concerning  the  office  of  conservator,  and 
letters  patent  purchased  of  Nathaniell  Uduard,  and  considering  that]  his 
Majestie,  taking  notice  of  thair  iust  complent  had  givin  warrand  to  the 
saids  lordis  to  stay  the  said  patent  till  the  saids  commissioners  wer  foxder 
hard  ;  as  lyikwayis,  considdering  the  said  office  of  conservatorie  to  be  ane 
office  meirlie  concerning  theme  and  that  the  said  conservator  is  thair  onlie 
iudge  in  that  plaice  quhair  they  haue  one  of  ther  grittest  treds  and  quhose 
intertynniement,  fies,  and  dewties  ar  onlie  payit  out  of  thair  pursses  of 
thair  awin  guidwill  allanerlie ;  as  lykwayis,  considdering  how  much  it 
concemis  both  the  honor  of  the  haill  natioun  in  generall  and  thair  credeit 
in  particular  to  haiflf  ane  sufficient  and  qualifiet  persone  of  that  honor 
and  creddeit  as  becummes  that  plaice  without  blot  or  blemish,  and  with 
all  taking  to  consideratioun  the  bygaae  cariadge  and  behaviour  of  Maister 
Nathaniell  Vduard,  not  onlie  in  intrudding  him  selfF  in  the  said  office  of 
conservatorie  without  thair  consent,  knawleg,  and  allowance,  bott  also  in 
vther  maters  concerning  the  merchand  tred,  and  thairfore  and  for  vther 
caussis  knawen  to  theme  they  find  the  said  Maister  Nathaniell  altogither 
vnfitt  and  vnqualified  for  the  said  plaice  or  to  beir  anie  office  above  theme, 
and  findis  it  meitt  and  expedient  that  all  laufull  meanes  be  vsit  for 
recalling  of  the  said  patent,  and  that  all  laufull  oppositioun  be  maid  to 
the  said  Maister  Nathaniell  thairin,  and  that  sum  guid  course.be  taiken 
for  satling  of  ane  qualifiet  persone  in  the  said  office  of  conservatorie,  with 
consent  of  Sir  Robert  Denniestoun,  present  lord  conservatour ;  for  better 
effectuating  quhairof  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  gevis  full  powar 
and  commissioun  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburght,  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein, 
Stirling,  Lynlythgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Air,  Haddingtoun,  Coupar, 
Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Munros,  Bruntyland,  Craill  and  Anstruther  Eister  to 
meitt  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tuelff^  day  of  this  instant, 
with  continuat.oun  of  dayis,  to  treat,  reassone,  and  conclud  vpone  the 
maist  expedient  meane  for  recalling  of  the  said  patent  and  disinabling 
the  said  Maister  Nathaniell  for  purchasing  ane  vther  patent  or  bmiking 
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or  joysing  ane  vther  plaice  amongs  theme  duriag  all  the  dayis  of  ^^s  g  j^^i^i^* 

lyftyme ;  and  to  that  effect  to  infonne  his  Majestic,  or  the  lords  of  his  commiaaione 

Majesties  secreit  counsall,  of  the  iust  reassones  they  haue  to  oppose  against  consenratone, 

the  samin,  and  to  produce  all  such  evidents  and  probatiounes  as  they  haue 

for  cleiring  of  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  in  thair  names  to  the  saids  lords 

of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsall  and  presentit  to  his  Majestic  of  befoir, 

and  sic  lyik  gives  powar  and  commissioun  to  theme  to  deale  and  agrie 

with   the   said  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun  for  purchassing    his  dimissioun 

of  the  said  office  or  his  consent  in  joyniug  ane  with  him,  and  siclyik  for 

dealing  with  his  Majestic  for  ressaving  in  the  said  plaice  of  such  persone 

or  persounes  as  they  salbe  pleased  to  nominat ;  as  also  that  they  may  haive 

the  conservatour  at  thair  nominatioun  in  all  tyme  cuming,  or  at  leist  that 

nane  be  admittit  heireftir  without  thair  speciall  consent,  allowance,  and 

approbatioun,  and  if  neid  beis  to  elect  and  nominat  commissioneris  ane  or 

moe  as  they  sail  think  meitt  for  passing  to  his  Majestic  theraneut,  and 

generallie  to  doe  all  and  quhatsumeuir  they  sail  find  meitt  and  expedient 

for  disinabling  the  said  Maister  Nathaniell,  and   satling  and   securing  of 

the  said  office  in  tyme  heirefter ;  with  powar  to  theme  to  borrow  such 

soumes  of  money  vpon  interes,  ether  in  thair  owne  naymes  or  in  the 

agents  name,  that  they  sail  find  necessar  for  effectuatting  the  premissis,  as 

lykwayes  to  consult  and  conclud  vpone  the  best  meanes  for  repayment 

thairof  and  satling  of  the  same,  quhairvnto  the  present  commissioneris,  for 

theme  selffis  and  in  name  of  thair  borrowis,  bindis  and  obleissis  theme, 

and  generallie  gives  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  saids  commissioneris 

to  doe  all  and  quhatsumeuir  they  micht  doe  themeself  if  thaj  wer  per- 

sonalie  present,  ratifieing  and  approoving  all  and  quhatsumeuir  they  sail 

doe  in  the  premissis. 

30.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  be  Maister  Nathaniell  Vduard,  Deciarationo 
the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  findis  that  they  haue  iust  caus  to  be  jTathanien 
displeasit  with  the  supplicant,  ether  in  the  mater  of  the  soape,  he  haveing  Wddert. 
purchased  ane  restraint  of  the  importatioun  of  the  same,  derogative  to  the 
liberties  of  the  frie  royall  borrowis,  and  furneissing  the  cuntrey  with  worse 
soape  then  thaj  wer  wont  to  haue  of  befoir,  as  wes  cleirlie  verified  before 
the  lords  of  his  Majesties  counsall,  for  the  whiche  the  said  restraint  wes 
recallit,  as  the  said  decreit  givin  theranent  beires  ;  as  also  in  the  mater 
of  the  conservatorie,  haiveing  intruded  him  selff  in  the  same  office  without 
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LiNUTHOOW. 
8  July  1624. 

Declaratione 
anent  Mr 
Nathaniell 
Wddert. 


Ratificatione, 
Peblis,  factor 
in  Campheir. 

Commissione, 
certane  bur- 
roues  anent 
Pittinweyme 
and  Kilranie, 
support,  mis- 
si  we. 
Support, 
bridge  of 
Aven. 


thair  consent  and  doone  manie  other  acts  in  thair  preiudice;  and  as  for 
the  greivances  quhairof  the  said  supplicant  desyres  to  haue  notice  they 
find  thair  is  proces  depending  hetuixt  theme  and  the  said  supplicant 
befoir  his  Majestic  and  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  secreit  counsall,  quhair 
the  same  salbe  maid  publict  and  verified. 

31.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  admission  of  David  Peibles,  merchant^ 
to  be  factor  at  the  town  of  Campheir  on  the  usual  conditions. 

32.  Appointed  the  commissioners  of  Dundye,  Sanctandroes,  Coupar  and 
Dysart  to  visit  and  report  on  the  harbours  of  Pettinweyme  and  Kilranie  for  repair 
of  which  support  was  craved. 

33.  Anent  the  missiwe  lettre  direct  to  the  present  commissioneris  of 
borrowis  frome  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall, 
producit  be  the  richt  noble  and  potent  erle  the  Erie  of  Lynlythgow,  the 
saids  commissioneris,  vpone  report  of  sum  of  thair  nichtboures,  they  find 
the  brig  of  Aven  had  neid  to  be  repairit  and  that  the  samin  is  ane  verie 
necessar  brig  for  the  cuntrey,  and  does  conceme  not  onlie  ane  pairt  of  thair 
number  bot  also  the  haill  cuntrey  therabout,  salbe  grittumlie  interest  if 
the  samyne  sal  becum  ruinous,  thairfore  they  promitt  that  quhen  they 
sail  sie  anie  to  vndertak  the  said  wark  and  hand  putt  therin  to  contribut 
according  to  thair  powar  for  reedifieing  of  the  samin. 

Sir  George  34.   Agreed  to  give  Sir  George  Bruce,  one  of  the  commissioners  **  appointed 

missive  ^  ^  ^^®  lordis  of  the  estaitt  for  attending  the  plantatioun  of  the  kirkis,     .     . 

for  his  expenssis  attending  the  said  platf  £100. 

certane^      '  35.   Anent  the    16   act  of  the   last   generall   conventioun 

thrfactorahT*  ^°^  lykwaycs  anent  the  6  act  of  the  particular  conventioun  [held  on  12 
Flanders,  February  last,  there  was  produced]  ane  lettere  direct  from  the  saids  factouris 
to  the  present  commissioneris  of  borrowis  eamestlie  intreatting  theme 
that  inrespect  of  the  seasoun  of  the  yeir  to  excuse  thair  absence  and 
desyring  ane  vther  competent  day  to  be  prefixit  to  theme  for  thair  tryell, 
as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  thair  lettre  of  the  dait  at  Campheir  the 
second  of  this  instant  atilo  novo  ;  and  farder,  the  saids  commissioneris  of 
borrowis,  being  informit  that  the  saids  factouris,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of 
the  merchands  imployers  of  theme,  does  buye  or  caussis  buye  thair  staiple 
guids  quhen  the  samin  does  come  to  the  staiple  port  at  ane  wane  mercatt, 
and  thairefter  quhen  they  find  the  mercattis  ryesing  they  sell  the   said 


missive. 
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guides  to  thair  owne  behoove  and  prefers  the  samin  in   selling  to  thair  o^Y^TSST' 
saids  merchands  guidis,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  the  saidis  merchands  ;  and 


that  the  saids  factouris  ar  awners  of  schippis  and  does  send  the  samin  certane  ' 
over  to  Scotland  laidnit  with  diuers  sorts  of  merchandice  vpone  thair  owne  S^rfactowhT* 
risk  and  to  thair  awin  proffeitt,  and  does  transport  bak  agayne  frome  Flanders, 
Scotland  such  commodities  as  they  pleis,  and  to  this  effect  doeth  keip 
and  intertein  servands  in  this  cuntrey ;  as  lykwayes  the  saidis  commis- 
sioneris  ar  informit  that  the  saids  factouris  in  tyrae  of  scaircitie  does  buye 
victuall  and  vthers  viuers  before  the  hand  and  vtters  the  samin  agayne 
at  ane  hier  rate  then  they  cost  the  same  to  the  merchandis  that  imployes 
theme,  to  the  grit  preiudice  not  onlie  of  the  merchandis  bot  also  of  the 
whole  cuntrey ;  as  also  they  sell  the  merchands  commodities  to  ane  langer 
day  and  in  vther  manor  then  is  limit  to  them  in  thair  commissiouns, 
and  does  continuallie  transgres  the  actes  of  borrowis,  notwithstanding  thai 
knaw  the  samin  to  haif  bein  lauchfullie  intimat  to  theme,  and  does  sindrie 
diuers  and  vthers  thinges  whiche  if  the  samin  be  nocht  tymouslie  preventit 
will  tend  to  the  utter  ruyne  of  all  kynd  of  traid  in  these  pairts.  With  the 
quhilks  greivances  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  ryplie 
advysit,  they  find  themeselflSs  greivouslie  hurt  and  preiudgit  be  the  saids 
factouris  vnlauchfuU  dealling  and  tredding,  and  the  same  grawing  daylie 
to  such  ane  heicht  that  the  haill  tred  in  these  plaices  is  lyik  to  be  devoluit 
in  the  saids  factouris  handis,  to  the  grit  loss  not  onlie  of  thair  estait  in 
ppeciall  bot  also  of  the  haill  cuntrey  in  generall ;  and  thairfore  ordanis  the 
burghis  that  ar  appointit  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  12  of  this  instant  to 
tak  the  saids  greivances  and  particulars  to  thair  serious  consideratioun, 
and  to  advyse,  consult,  and  conclud  vpone  the  best  meanes  for  staying  the 
forder  grouth  of  the  saids  euillis  and  binding  vp  of  the  saids  factouris 
handis  frome  all  such  dealing  in  tyme  cuming ;  as  also  to  tak  ordour  with 
theme  for  thair  bygaine  contumacie,  to  quhorae  the  saids  commissioneris 
gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun.  .  .  .  And  farder  gives  powar 
and  commissioun  to  the  saids  borrowis  to  tak  ordour  anent  the  particular 
complaint  gevin  in  be  Chairles  Goldman,  burges  of  Dundye,  against 
William  Weir,  factour,  for  detening  wrangouslie  in  his  hand  certan  soumes 
of  money  addebted  be  him  to  the  said  Chairles,  as  the  said  Chairles  com- 
plaint givin  in  against  him  thairanent  mair  at  length  beares  ;  and  ordanis 
the  saids  burghs  to  produce  thair  diligence  of  thair  proceidings  anent  the 
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sTY^iSsr*    preniissis  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be  ane 
held  of  the  next  missive ;  as  lykwayes  gives  powar  and  commissioun  to 


certane        '   the  saids  burghis  to  consult,  deliberate  and  advyse  vpone  the  articles  givin 
thoil^nin^  in  be  my  lord  conservatour  to  thame,  and  to  doe  thairin  as  thai  sail  think 

Flanders, 
iniMive. 


Lennox, 
oompts,  mis- 
live. 


maist  meitt  and  expedient. 


36.  Anent  the  24th  act  of  last  general  conveDtion,  Janmes  Lennox  produced 
his  accounts  of  the  impost  granted  for  the  ministers  stipend  at  Oampheir  for  the 
year  to  1st  May  last  The  charge  amounted  to  £159,  4s.  6  gritt  Flemish  money 
and  the  discharge  to  £212,  leaving  due  to  the  collector  £52,  15s.  6  gritt 


Price  of  the 
ordiner  in  the 
consergerie 
hous  at  Cam- 
pheir. 


9  July  1624. 

37.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  anent  the  suppli- 
catioun  gevin  in  be  Dauid  Peibles,  merchand,  for  himself  and  in  name 
and  behalf  of  Elizabeth  Cant,  keiper  of  the  consergerie  hous,  now  his 
spous,  schawing  that  quhair  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  in  the 
generall  conventioun  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dunbar  the  6  day  of  Julij 
the  yeir  of  God  1613  yeires,  amongs  vtheris  conditiounes  and  iniunc- 
tiounes  then  sett  doun  and  agreit  vpon  betwix  them  and  the  maister  of  the 
said  consergerie  hous,  they  ordanit  that  the  said  maister  sould  intertein 
the  merchandis  efber  ane  honest  forme  as  is  set  doun  in  the  said  iniimc- 
tiounes,  since  the  which  tyme  the  viuers  hes  rissing  to  such  ane  heich 
rate  that  thai  ar  not  abill  to  intertein  theme  with  such  intertynement  as 
the  plaice  requyres  at  the  rate  of  aucht  stuires  at  the  first  sett  doun,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  said  consergerie  hous,  and  thairfore  craiveing  thair 
lordships  to  tak  the  same  to  thair  cousideratioun  and  to  modifie  such  ane 
competent  rate  for  ilk  persones  ordinar  as  they  may  without  lose  give  to 
the  haill  natioun  heireftir  intertynnement  to  thair  contentment,  as  at  mair 
lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  supplicatioun  givin  in  thoranent,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowes,  considdering  that  the  pryices  of  the  viuers  since 
the  first  setting  doun  of  the  said  ordiner  hes  rissin  to  ane  double  rate,  as 
wes  cleirlie  verified  before  theme,  hes  thairfore  agreit  and  condiscendit, 
and  be  thir  presentis  agi'ies  and  consents  that  they  sail  haive  and  tak  of 
ilk  persone  for  thair  ordiner  the  soume  of  ten  stuires,  they  intertynneing 
the  saids  merchandis  according  to  the  maner  sett  doun  in  the  saids  articles 
and  iniunctiounes,  and  in  caice  it  salhappin  the  pryices  of  the  saids  viuers 
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to  fall,  the  borrowis  will  modifie  the  pryices  of  the  said  ordiner  accordinglie;  9  juiy  1624. 


and  as  tuitching  the  pryice  of  the  wyne,  ordanis  the  said  Dauid  and  his 
spous  to  keip  the  ordour  sett  doun  in  the  saids  iniunctiounes. 

38.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  Anent  00m- 
thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  ^^^^ent 
of  borrowis  for  keiping  of  the  act  of  parliament  maid  anent  the  sending  of  "^»»»^®- 
commissioners  to  parliament. 

39.  Anent  the  1 4th  act  of  last  geneml  convention,  the  commiasioners  finding  Commiasione, 
that  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  "  keip  no  solide  way  nor  course  "  in  their  elections,  ©l^^^V^**® 
appointed  the  commissioners  who  are  to  convene  on  1 2th  inst.  "  to  sett  down  ane  Dumfreis,  * 
satled  forme  for  electing  and  chesing  of  thair  saids  magistrattis  and  counsall  in  luiBsive. 
tyme  cuming." 

40.  The  commissioners  ratified  and  approved  the  23d  act  of  the  general  con-  actanent**"* 
vention  of  1599,  and  ordained  the  conservator  to  intimate  the  same  of  new  to  the  factors  fief>, 
factors  and  see  it  observed.  ^srve.****'' 

41.  Ordained  that  the  agent's  disbursements,  amounting  to  £600,  be  paid  by  Agent,  oompts, 
the  burghs  conform  to  the  tax  roll.  missive. 

42.  Granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  from  general  conventions  ^^eraQUmr 
on  the  usual  conditions,  viz.,  Dumfermeling  for  hve  years,  and  North  Beruick  NorthBerwidc, 
and  Rothesay  for  three  years.  Rothesay. 

43.  Kemitted  to  the  burgh  of  Forres  the  unlaw  imposed  by  the  [4]  act  of  ^"^^lJ^"^' 
this  convention,  ''  and  ordanis  theme  to  bestow  the  samin  vpone  their  commone 
workea." 

44.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  convention  ^""?*»  . 
sufficiently  insti*ucted  to  give  answer  to  the  supplication  of  James  Lennox  for  missive. 
augmentation  of  bis  fee.  . 

46.  Andro  Forret,  burgess  of  Sanctandroes,  acknowledged   the   receipt   of  Yomiu^ 
£1000  granted  by  the  [28]  act  of  last  general  convention  and  discharged  the  burghs. 

46.  Compeirit  the  commissioneris  of  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Lyn-  Edinburgh'eto. 
lythgow  and   Hadingtoun,  and   maister  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent,   and 

gran  tit  theme  compleatlie  pay  it  of  the  soumes  of  money  dew  to  haiflf  bein 
payit  to  them,  conforme  to  the  seuerall  heids  of  the  missiwe  maid  ther- 
anent,  and  dischairgit  the  commissioners  and  thair  borrowis  thairof  for 
euir. 

47.  Ordained  that  Robert  Ker,  clerk  of  Lynlythgoe,  be  paid  £20  for  direct-  P5?<^P*» 

.'.....,.  f     0      o  X  vvinrahame. 

mg  the  missives  this  year. 

48.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  appointed  the  next  to  be  Nixt  oonven- 
held  at  Glasgow,  beginning  on  6  July  1626.  ^^^""^ 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1624. 


Moderator. 
Grivancet. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byires,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundie,  Maister  Williame  Fergussoun ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander 
Japhray ;  Stirling,  Johne  Scherare ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Symeon  Greg ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame ;  Air,  James  Blair  ; 
Haddington  n,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Con  per,  Robert  Petersone ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Corsan  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Colyear ;  Munros,  Maister 
Williame  Makkean  ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne  ;  Craill,  AUane 
Cuninghame ;   Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser. 

12  July  1624. 

1.  Johnne  Byires,  iirst  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  for  obedience  of 
the  27  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  haldin  at  the 
burgh  of  Lynlithgow  the  sevint  day  of  Julij  last  instant,  and  be  vertew 
of  the  commissioun  therin  contenit,  maid  ane  reply  to  the  ansueris  maid 
be  the  lordis  commissioneris  appointed  be  his  Majestie  for  heiring  of 
the  greivances  of  this  cuntrey  to  the  greivances  proponit  be  the  commis- 
sioneris in  Julij  last  1623  yeires,  quhairin  they  condiscend  more  particu- 
larlie  as  follows  : — 

Imprimis,  quheras  the  saids  commissioners  did  mein  to  thair  lordships 
the  monopolies  inforced  vpone  theme  they  call  to  mynd  how  at  the  time  of 
the  presentatioun  of  the  saids  articles  thair  was  than  tuo  monopolies 
quhairin  they  wer  greived  in  strenth  above  thair  heids,  to  witt,  that  of 
the  soape  in  the  handis  of  Mr  Nathaniell  Vduard,  and  that  of  the 
tobacco,  quhairwith  they  hawing  acquainted  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties 
most  honorabill  privie  counsall,  the  saids  lordis  bad  taikin  such  ordour 
therin  as  now  they  haue  no  cans  to  complein,  for  the  whiche  they,  as 
they  ar  bund  of  deutye,  doe  rander  thair  lordships  most  hairtlie  thankea, 
eamestlie  intreatting  the  continuance  of  thair  favour,  and  that  thair 
lordships  wald  be  pleasit,  according  to  thair  accustomit  bountye  towards 
theme,  not  to  suffer  anie  monopolies  or  restraints  to  pas  before  they  be 
hard  ;  and  anent  the  said  particular  of  the  soape,  they  humblie  intreat 
your  lordships  to  mak  publicatioun  of  the  recalling  of  the  said  restraint 
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of  the  home  bringing  of  forraine  soape  then  craived  be  the  said  Maister  12  jSy^eli 
Nathaniell  at  the  heid  borrowes  of  this  kinsrdome. 


.  ,  .  .  Grievances. 

Anent  the  mater  of  the  tanning,  they  desyre  thair  lordships  to  tak  to 
ihair  consideration n  the  supplicatioun  and  articles  than  givin  in  to  thair 
lordships  and  to  tak  such  ordour  therin  that  the  cuntrey  may  be  relieved 
of  the  said  greivance. 

Anent  that  article  of  the  coalles,  ordaning  the  borrowis  to  condiscend 
particularlie  vpone  the  coalheuches  quhairfra  the  hurt  than  meaned  did 
proceid,  they  ar  informit  that  thair  is  gritt  coale  daylie  transportit  frome 
the  benches  of  Seytoun,  Elphingstoun,  Fawsyid,  and  Quhythill,  and  ar 
laidnit  at  the  herbaries  of  Kerkanie,  Achesouns  Heaven,  Fischerraw,  and 
Mussilburgh,  to  the  grit  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  haill  cuntrey,  and 
thairfore  humblie  craives  that  thair  lordships  wald  be  pleasit  to  dischairge 
all  transportatioun  be  sey  of  the  saids  coalles  frome  the  saids  heuchs,  by 
oppen  proclamatioun,  leist  that  the  awners  of  the  saids  coale  benches, 
continewing  in  thair  former  errour,  may  be  proces  of  tyme  bring  the 
cuntrey  to  that  necessitie  that  thai  sail  not  knaw  quhair  to  seik  fewall 
for  fyre. 

Anent  the  patent  purchassed  be  the  laird  of  Bogie,  the  commissioners 
of  borrowis  craives  that,  sieing  it  hes  pleased  his  Majestie  to  give  to  the 
borrowis  the  executioun  of  all  penall  statu ttes  of  that  nature  within  thair 
bounds  and  liberties,  and  hes  gran  tit  to  theme  the  penalties  thairof,  and 
they  in  continuall  possessioun  of  the  same,  that  thairfore  it  wald  pleis 
thair  lordships  to  recall  the  said  patent,  and  to  give  ordour  that  nane  of 
that  nature  may  tak  eflfect  in  tyme  cuming,  quhairby  thair  priueledges  may 
not  be  called  in  questioun  and  they  not  hurt  and  preiudgit  in  thair  liberties. 

Anent  that  article  ordaining  the  burrowes  to  condiscend  vpone  the 
particular  quhairin  they  ar  greived  in  the  executioun  of  the  penall 
statuttes  by  summonding  theme  from  all  corners  of  the  cuntrey,  and  to 
give  thair  aithes  vpone  the  saids  contraventiounes  without  expres  war- 
rand  and  contenit  in  the  saids  actes,  to  the  grit  hurt  and  truble  of  the 
haill  lieges,  the  commissioners  desyres  that  the  subjectes  be  releived  of 
the  saids  greivances  and  that  thair  lordships  wald  condiscend  that  all 
actes  and  statuttes  criminall  quhairvpone  the  subjectes  may  be  crimi- 
nallie  convenit,  the  lieges  sould  not  be  hard  to  give  thair  aithes 
thervpone. 

Y 
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Edinburoh. 
12  July  1624 

Grivanoes. 


Anent  that  article  quhairin  it  is  craived  that  it  micht  be  leasum  to 
import  forraine  victuall  and  that  no  gritter  impositioun  sould  be  layed 
thervpone .  bot  the  auld  custome  allanerlie,   which  propositioun  the  bor- 
rowis   wer   desyred   to  bak    with   the  best  reasounes  for  enforcing  the 
expediencie   thairof,   the  saids   commissioners  as  of  before  most  humblie 
craives  that  it  wald  pleis  thair  lordships  that  in  respect,  be  the  lawis  of 
this  cuntrey,  and  the  practique  obseruit  in  all  vther  cuntreyis,  the  im- 
bringers  of  the  victuall  ar   cherished  to    dischairge  all    impositioun  in 
tyme  cuming,  seing  the  samin  in  eflfect  is  ane  restraint  swa   that  the 
necessitie  of  the  cuntrey  cannot  be  supplied  in  such   dew  tyme   or  at 
ane   so   easie   ane  raite  as  the  present  tyme   does  requyre,  as  we  haue 
fund  by  experience  thir  tuo  yeires  bygaine,  for  if  thair  ether  had  bein 
foraine  victuall  lying  in  the  cuntrey,  or  if  the  merchandis  handis  forseing 
the   said  dearth  had    not  been  bund  vp  by  the  grit  impositioun  layed 
therupone,  they  micht  in  such  dew  tyme  haue  brocht  in  victuall  frome 
the  eister  seyes  as  the  scaircitie  and  dearth  that  hes  bein  so  sensiblie 
felt  through  the  haill  cuntrey  micht  haif  bein  preveined,  to  the  no  small 
benefeit  of  the  haill  lieges,  they  being  forced  for  supplieing  of  the  neces- 
sitie  to  bring  the  same  frome  neirer  cuntreyis  at  quhatsoeuir  ane  hie 
raite,  the  seyis  than  to  the  eist  being  closed  ;  as  also  humblie  crawes  that 
efter  the  pryice  of  the  quheitt  does  cum  to  ten  pund  the  boll,  the  beir  to 
aucht,  and  the  aittes  to  sax  pund  the  boll,  that  it  micht  not  be  laufull  to 
transport  the  same  furth  of  the  cuntrey  since  that  dearth  is  ane  foirrynner 
of  scaircitie  whiche  of  it  selflf  vald  be  suppressed  by  keiping  at  home  the 
said  victuall  for  furnishing  of  the  cuntrey. 

Item,  quheras  of  before  the  saids  borrowes  did  find  themeselffis  heavilie 
preiudged  be  protectiounes  and  cessioun  of  guides,  and  that  thair  hes  bein 
guid  lawis  and  constitutiones  maid  for  firieing  of  the  subjectes  of  the  saids 
euiUes,  it  is  thairfore  humblie  craivit  that,  sieing  the  proveists  and  baillies 
within  the  saids  borrowis  ar  daylie  yit  trublit  by  putting  to  libertie  of  so 
grit  numbers  of  persounes  vpone  chairges  without  anie  farder  executting 
of  the  actes  of  parliament  and  sessioun  maid  against  such  lyik  persounes, 
that  thairfore  such  solid  course  may  be  taikin  for  executting  the  lawis 
alreddie  maid  and  making  others  if  neid  beis  for  fiieing  the  subjects  of 
the  saids  euills,  as  the  feir  of  punischment  may  curb  the  farder  grouth 
thairof. 
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Anent  the  mater  of  the  abuilziements,  it  is  humblie  craived  that  since  ^V^^^S; 

12  July  1624 

be  the  act  of  parliament  maid  in  the  1581  yeir  of  God  theranent  thair 


hes  bein  guid  ordour  taikin  therin,  and  the  haill  subjectes  hes  framed  thair 
abuilziementis  accordinglie,  which  ar  not  as  yit  wome  out,  and  seing  the 
executioun  of  the  said  act  maid  in  the  last  parliament  is  preiudiciall 
to  theme  for  weiring  of  the  saids  abuilziements  maid  befoir  the  same ; 
as  lyikwayes  the  same  is  ane  grit  preiudice  to  the  haill  merchands  and 
buith  keipers,  and  tendis  grittumelie  to  the  decay  of  tred,  as  is  sensiblie 
sein,  and  diminisching  his  Majesties  customes,  it  is  thairfore  most  humblie 
craivit  that  according  to  his  Majesties  guid  pleasure  it  wald  pleis  thair 
lordships  to  suspend  the  executioun  of  the  said  act. 

And  anent  that  grievance  of  the  borrowis  of  Glasgow,  Air,  and 
Dumfreis,  and  vthers  in  the  west  cuntrey,  for  paying  of  double  custome 
of  all  merchandice  imported  furth  or  to  Yreland  to  be  transported  to 
forraine  cuntreyis,  quheras  the  rest  of  his  Majesties  lieges  payis  but 
one  custome,  and  in  speciall  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  vpon  quhom 
the  same  was  neuir  imposed  befoir  this  last  yeir ;  quhitche  article  was 
remittit  to  thair  lordships  farder  consideratioun,  it  is  thairfore  humblie 
craivit  that  thair  lordships  vald  now  tak  sum  forder  ordour  thairin  that 
the  complenaris  may  be  releivit  of  thair  said  greivance. 

Which  haill  articles  abone  writtin,  the  commissioners  of  borrowis 
prefers  to  your  lordships  consideratioun,  most  humblie  intreatting  your 
lordships  that  his  Majesties  most  princelie  and  royall  intentioun,  by  your 
lordships  laboures  and  travaylles,  may  tak  the  intendit  eflfect,  and  the 
lieges  relievit  of  thair  saids  burdenis  and  greivances. 

13  July  1624. 

3.  At  the  request  of  my  lord  conservator,  the  commissioners  continued,  till  Factors. 
15th  March,  consideration  of  the  matters  referred  to  in    the  d5th  act  of  last 
general  convention,  and  ordained  that  the  factors  should  be  warned   then   to 
attend. 

4.  Anent  the  29th  act  of  last  general  convention  regai*ding  the  conservator,  Commisfdone, 
the  commissioners,  *'  for  better  effectuating  of  the  premissis,"  constituted  Mr  Johnne  Hay,  conserva- 
Hay,  common  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  their  commissioner,  with  full  power  to  act  for 

them  in  the  matter,  ''  and  that  according  to  the  iniunctiounes  to  be  givin  him  to 
be  subscryuit  be  the  saids  commissioners  ;  and  if  neid  beis  they  ordane  the  said 


172  Convention  of  Royal  BurgJts. 

is^jTI^^eli     Maister  Johnne  to  pas  to  his  Majestie,  and  as  commissioner  for  theme  to  deale 

■r 7—. — --  with  his  Majestie  theranent,  and  ordanis  MaLster  Patrik  Hamiltoun,  thair  agent,  to 

Hay,  conserva-  concur  and  assist  the  said  Maister  Johnne  Hay  in  the  said  mater."    For  payment 

tor.  of  his  expenses,  the  commissioners  granted  him  2000  merks,  which  sum  was 

borrowed  from  George  Suittie,  merchant,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  and  each  burgh 

was  ordained  to  send  their  commissioner  to  next  general  convention  insfmcted 

to  grant  an  impost  for  repayment 

15  July  16S4. 

Anmiertotho  5.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  eonvenit  anent  the  mater 

gnevance*.       ^^  ^^^  greivances,  compeirit  Mr  Robert  Winrahame,  agent,  and  producit 
the  lordis  ansueris  maid  to  the  reply  gevin  in  be  theme  the    [12]  of 
this  instant,  quhairof   the  tennour  foUowis  :    Apud   Edinburgh  decimo 
quarto  die  mensis  Julij  1624j.     The  quhilk  day,  in  presens  of  the  lordis 
commissioneris  apointit   be   his   Majestie  for   heiring  of    the  greivances 
of  the  subjectes  of  the  kingdome,  compeirit  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  and  gaiv  in  a  reply  to  the  ansuers  maid  be  the  saids  lordis  com- 
missioneris to  the  articles  and  greivances   givin  in  be  the  commission- 
eris of  borrowis  in  the  moneth  of  Julij  1623  yeires  ;  quhilk  reply  being 
hard  and  considderit  be  the  saids  lordis,  they  fand  the  first  article  con- 
cerning the  tuo  monopoles  of  soape  and  tobacco  to  be  satisfied,  to  witt, 
that   of  the  soape   by  the  act  of  counsall  quhairby  the  restraint  of  im- 
portatioun  of  forraine  soape  is  ordanit   to  stand  in  force  allanerlie  till 
the  15  day  of  Julij  instant,  quhairof  they  ordayne  publicatioun  to  be 
maid  vpone  the  16   of  this  instant  at  the  mercatt  croce  of  Edinburgh, 
and  therefter  at  vthers  plaices  as  the  occasioun  sall^  fall  out,  and  that  of 
the  tobacco  by  the  act  of  counsall  maid  and  publischit  anent  the  forme  of 
vplifting  of  the  custome  of  the  same. 

Anent  the  second,  thrid,  and  fourt  articles  tuitching  the  tanning,  the 
coalles,  and  Bogies  patent,  ordanis  the  pairties  quhome  it  concemeth  to 
be  wamit  to  the  21  day  of  this  instant  and  to  ansuer  to  the  articles  and 
to  heir  and  sie  ordour  tane  theranent. 

Anent  the  fyft  article  tuitching  citatiounes,  for  executioun  of 
penal  statuttes,  and  chairgeing  of  pairties  to  give  thair  aith  vpon  thair 
contravention n,  the  saids  lordis  ordanis  the  saids  commissioners  of  bor- 
rowis to  condiscend  vpone  the  particular  greivances  comprehendit  vnder 
this  article. 
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Anent  the  saxt  article,  tuitching  the  victuall,  becaus  ane  grit  inanie  15  j^iy  i62i 
of  the   subjectes  of  this  kingdome,   speciallie  noblemen,    barrones,  and  Ansuertotho 
gentlemen,  and  labourers  of  the  grund,  hes  interest  in  that  mater,  the  firivanoea. 
saids  lordis  findis  it  meitt  that  thai  be  hard,  and  thairfore  apointis  the 
last  Tysday  of  Nouember  for  heiring  of  such  speciall  barrones  and  gentle- 
men as  salbe  writtin  for  in  this  earand,  and  ordanis  sum  commissioneris 
of  the  borrowis  to  attend  that  day. 

To  the  rest  of  the  articles  tuitching  protectiouns  and  cessioun  of  guidis, 
the  mater  of  abuilziements,  and  the  particular  of  the  borrowis  of  Dum- 
freis,  Glasgow,  and  Air,  tuitching  the  double  custom  of  guidis  cuming 
to  and  fra  Yreland,  salbe  ansuerit  vpone  the  2 1  of  this  instant. 

And  becaus  the  whole  commissioneris  foresaids  may  not  convenientlie 
attend  this  bissines,  the  saids  lords  advyse  theme  to  nominat  and  appoint 
sum  of  theme,  authorized  with  commissioun,  to  attend,  quhilk  salbe  als 
sufficient  as  the  whole  number  attendit. 

And  anent  the  first,  concerning  the  monopoles,  ordanis  the  agent  to 
caus  rais  lettres  of  publicatioun  and  sie  the  samin  publisched;  and  anent 
the  mater  of  the  tannage,  coalles,  and  Bogies  patent,  givis  full  powar  and 
commissioun  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Lynlythgow,  Hadding- 
toun,  Kirkcaldye,  Bruntyland  and  Dysart  to  compeir  before  the  saids 
lordis  and  to  insist  in  thair  naymes  with  thame  for  redressing^of  the  saids 
grievances  the  tuentie  ane  day  of  this  instant  and  vther  dayes  neidfull, 
as  also  to  insist  for  redres  of  the  mater  of  protectiounes  and  abuilziements  ; 
and  anent  the  penall  statuttis,  ordanis  theme  to  condiscend  vpone  the 
particulars  and  to  insist  for  redres  of  the  said  executioun  ;  and*  anent 
the  article  tuitching  the  victuall,  continewit  to  the  last  Tysday  of  No- 
vember nixt,  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  wrytt  to  the  saids  bor- 
rowis for  meitting  and  conveining  at  the  said  burgh  ane  certan  day 
before  as  they  sail  think  meitt,  to  whome  the  present  commissioners  of 
borrowis,  with  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  they  geve  thair  full  powar 
and  commissioun  and  to  insist  with  the  saids  lords  theranent  as  is  con- 
tejmit  in  the  articles  maid  and  presentit  of  befoir. 

16  July  1624.. 

6.  The   commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit    anent  my  lord  Lennox,  j«  li. 
conservatour  his  desyre  for  frieing  of  him  of  the  soume  of  saxtein  pundis 
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Edinbuboh. 
16  July  1624. 

Lennox,  je  U 
conservator. 


Precep 
Sutie  ij€  IL 
Lennox 


Culane  elec- 
tione,  com- 
moun  lands, 
missive. 


xiij  s.,  gritt,  payit  be  him  to  James  Lennox,  collectour  of  the  impost 
grantit  to  him  and  the  minister,  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  the  said 
collectour  to  continew  in  vplifting  of  the  said  impost ;  and  as  for  that 
pairt  of  his  stipend  payed  be  the  said  conservatour,  the  saids  commissioners, 
for  themeselffis  and  in  name  of  the  haill  borrowis,  obleissis  theme  at  the 
fitting  of  his  nixt  yeirs  comptes  to  tak  course  for  payment  thairof ;  for  the 
quhilk,  the  said  conservatour,  compeirand,  renuncit  and  dischairgit,  lyik  as 
he  be  thir  presentis  renunces  and  dischairgis  quhatsumeuir  dewtyes  grantit 
to  him  be  quhatsumeuer  actes  of  borrowis  maid  or  consaived  in  his  favouris 
or  vtherwayes  to  be  vplifted  in  anie  vther  pairtis  or  plaices  in  the  Law  Cun- 
treyis  excepting  the  staiple  port  allanerlie,  sua  that  be  this  act  the  said 
conversatouris  deutyes  in  Holland  is  dischairgit  be  him  and  renuncit  in 
favouris  of  the  said  borrowis. 

7.  Ordained  that  James  Lennox  be  paid  for  his  expenses  in  coming  to  London 
and  this  country  £200,  which  sum  was  borrowed  from  George  Suittie  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  4th  act  of  this  convention . 

8.  [Anent  the  1 8th  act  of  last  general  convention,]  ordanis  the  said 
burgh  of  Culane  as  of  before  to  produce  to  the  nixt  general  conventioun 
of  burrowis  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistratis  and  counsall  at 
Michaelmes  nixt  and  to  proceid  therintill  conforme  to  the  actis  of  par- 
liament and  borrowis,  and  lykwayis  to  produce  ane  perfyt  rentall  of 
thair  commoun  guid  and  commoun  landis,  togither  with  thair  diligence  in 
roupping,  imploying,  and  putting  the  same  to  the  hiest  availl ;  as  also  to 
produce  the  forme  of  the  setting  furth  of  thair  saids  commoun  landis,  the 
persounes  naymes,  setters  thairof,  together  with  thair  names  to  quhome  the 
saids  landis  wer  sett,  and  for  quhat  dewtye,  together  with  thair  principal! 
chartour  of  the  samin  landis,  and  last  to  produce  thair  diligence  in  repair- 
ing thair  tolbuith  and  commoun  streittis,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  hundreth 
pundis. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Ediubcjroh,  Edinburgh,    Johnne    Byires,    Thomas    Weir ;    Perth,    Andro    Gray ; 

I62i.^**^****        Dundye,    Maister    Williame   Fergussoun;    Abirdein,    Maist^r   Alexander 
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Japhray  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Scherare ;  Lynlythgow,  Andro  Bell ;    Sanct-  lo  August  ' 

androes,  Johnne  Lepar  ;   Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Haddingtoun,  15?i 

Maister  James  Cokbume  ;  Couper,  Muntros  {blank). 

10  August  1624.. 

1.  Johnne  Byires,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

11  August  1624. 

2.  The    commissioneris    of  borrowis    beand    convenit,  forsamikle  as  Precept, 
Maister  Nathaniell  Vddert  hawing  purchest  of  his  Majestie  ane  patent  of  nSasive.    ^^  ' 
the  plaice  of  the  conservatorie  of  the  priueleges  of  this  natioun  in  the 

Law  Cuntreyis,  and  for  caussis  and  consideratiounes  mooving  him,  and 
respect  borne  be  him  to  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme,  hes  demittit  the 
same,  with  all  richt  and  tytill  quhilk  he  hes  or  may  procure  in  and  to  the 
said  plaice  or  reversioun  thairof  in  favouris  of  the  saids  frie  borrowis,  and 
hes  maid  and  constitut  theme  his  cessioneris  and  assignayis  thairto,  as  his 
dimissioun  and  lettres  of  assignatioun  maid  theranent  of  the  dait  at  Edin- 
burgh the  20  day  of  Julij  last  in  this  instant  yeir  of  God  1624?  yieres  at 
mair  lenth  beires ;  and  the  present  commissioneris,  considdering  that  the 
said  dimissioun  is  the  best  meanes  for  furthering  of  thair  desyre  in  the 
said  mater  of  the  conservatorie,  hes,  in  retributioun  of  his  guid  aflfectioun 
borne  to  theme  as  said  is,  grantit  and  gevin,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presentis 
grantis  and  givis  to  the  said  Maister  Nathaniell,  for  his  said  favourable 
dimissioun  and  translatioun  of  his  richt,  the  soume  of  sex  thousand  merkis 
vsuall  money  of  this  realme,  quhilk  they  ordayne  George  Suttie,  merchand, 
to  pay  to  him  presentlie.  [This  sum  the  commissioners  agreed  to  Precept,  Sutie, 
refund  by  an  impost  to  be  granted  next  general  convention  on  goods  ®  ' 
transported  to  or  from  the  Low  Countries]. 


missive. 


3.  The  commissioneris  "  having  experience  of  the  trust,  qualificatioun,  and  Recommenda- 
sufficiencie  of  Maister  Patrik  Hammiltoun  in  thair  seruice,"  agreed  to  recommend  x^oSno.*™ 
his  Majesty  to  confer  the  office  of  conservator  upon  him. 

4.  [Mr  Patrik  Hammiltone  appeared  and  bound  and  obliged  himself,  in  Hammiitone. 
case  his  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  confer  the  oflSce  of  conservator  upon 
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Edinburgh, 
11  August 
1624. 

Hammiltone. 


him],  not  to  transfer,  dispone,  nor  renunce  the  said  plaice  in  favouris  of 
anie  vther  persoun  quhatsiimeuir,  without  the  speciall  consent  and  appro- 
batioun  of  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  obtenit  to  that  eflect ;  as  lykwayes 
to  compeir  at  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  .  .  .  and  to  ressave  and  vn- 
derlye  such  conditiounes  and  articles  as  others  conservatouris  hes  doone  in 
tymes  bypast,  and  such  other  as  they  sail  pleis  to  injoyne  him.  And 
ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufBcientlie 
instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  for  setting  doun 
of  the  saids  iniunctiounes. 


Edinburgh, 
1st  October 
1624. 


Moderator. 

Commimione, 

Edinburgh, 

oonsenrator. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  By  ires,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundie,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun  ;  Abirdein,  (blank)  ;  Striviling,  Johnne 
Scherare ;  Lynlythgow,  James  Glen ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne  Lepare ; 
Glasgow,  Johnne  Cuninghame  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ; 
Dysart,  David  Corsan. 

1  October  1624. 
1.  Johnne  Byires,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  The  saidis  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  beand  conveuit,  haiving 
vnderstud  be  the  commissioneris  of  Edinburgh  of  the  proceidings  of 
Maister  Patrik  Hamiltoun  anent  the  mater  of  conservatorie,  and  quha  was 
recomendit  to  his  Majestic  be  the  saids  borrowis,  and  taking  to  thair  con- 
sideratioun  that  they  haif  vpone  thair  awin  chairges  and  expenssis  pro- 
curit  for  Maister  Natlianiell  Vdduard  his  richt  of  the  reversioun  of  the 
said  plaice,  and  that  it  is  necessar  that  sum  forder  course  be  taiken  for 
satling  of  that  mater,  and  sum  meanes  be  vsit  for  obteining  of  his  Majestie 
the  reversioun  of  the  said  plaice  efter  the  deceis  of  the  present  titular  in 
favour  of  such  persones  as  they  sail  nominat,  the  saids  commissioneris 
gevis  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  deale  with  his 
Majestie  theranent ;  and  give  it  sail  happin  that  the  said  burgh  sail  haue 
occasioun  to  send  anie  commissioneris  to  his  Majestie,  they  give  powar  to 
the  said  burgh  to  instruct  thair  commissioner  in  the  said  particular  also  of 
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the  conservatorie  and  desyres  theme  to  interpone  thair  best  moyanes  for  ob-  j  October  ' 

tening  of  the  reversioun  of  the  said  plaice,  and  as  occasioun  sail  offer  the  ^^^ 

saids  borrowis  promittis  to  remember  thair  commissioneris  expenssis. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byires,   Thomas  Weir ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Haly-  EoryBUROH, 
burnetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander  Jaffray ;   Stirling,  Johnne  Sher-  1624.**^ 
are ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Glen  ;  Sanctandroes,  Robert  Taelyour ;   Glasgow, 
Gabriel  Cuninghame ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne;  Bruntyland, 
George  Littiljohnne ;  Selkirk,  Maister  Johnne  Ker ;  Perth,  Air,  Coupar, 
Kirkcaldie,  Montros,  Dumfreis  and  Jedburgh  {blank), 

22  November  1624«. 
I.  Johnne  Byres,  first  in  commission  for  Edmburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

3  December  1624. 

ITie  commissioners  of  borrowis   beand  convenit,  quheras   the   saids  Ooromisaione, 
commissioners   being   convenit   diners  tymes  before  the  lordis  apointed  unntg^Wc- 
be  his  Maiestie  for  heiring  of  the  greivances  of  this  cuntrey,  and  haiffing  ^^^'  S^^*' 
insisted  with  the  barkers  and  tanners  for  redres  of  that  their  greivance 
in  the  newe  forme  of  tanning  and  barking  of  lether  introducit  be  my 
Lord  Erskene  and  impositioun  laid  thervpone  vplifted  be  him,  and  the 
said  mater  being  diners  tymes  debaitted  before  the  saids  lordis,  and  thair 
reassounes  being  hard  and  considderit,  the  saids  lordis  hes  concludit  ane 
try  ell  to  be  taiken  of  the  said  new  introducit  forme  of  tanning  and  als  of 
the  aid  forme  vsit  before  within  this  cuntrey,  and  to  that  effect  hes 
appointit  Ninian  and   Archibald  Andersounes  to  bark  and   tan  hyides 
efter    the    auld    Scottes    forme   of   barking   and   tanning,   as   lyikwayes 
tua   Inglis    men   for   the    pairt  of    my   Lord    Ersken  for   barking   and 
tanning  of  als  manie  hyides  in  the  said  new  forme ;  and  hes  apointed 
certan  oversiers  for  baith  the  saids  pairties,  to  quhonie  they  haiff  committit 
the  oversieing  of  the  said  barking,  as  the  act  of  counsall  of  the  dait  the 
.   .   .  day  of  November  last  by  past  at  mair  lenth  beires  ;  quhairanent  it  is 

z 
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Edinburgh,     thocht  fitt  and  expedient  tbat,  sua  soone  as  the  said  lether  salbe  barkit 
1^4^^™^'      and  tannit  and  the  said  work  brocht  be  baith  the  saids  pairties  to  ane 

-^^ full  perfectioun,  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  sail  con  vein  sua  manie  of  the 

Edhibm^h"^*    borrowis  as  thai  sail  think  expedient  and  of  the  tanners  for  insisting  for 
tanning,  vie-     obteiniuff  of  ane   decisioun  in   the  said  mater  before  the  saids  lordis, 

tuall,  conserva-  o  ,  ^  ^  ' 

torie,  miwive.  sieing  that  notwithstanding  of  the  said  tryell  thair  vther  reassounes  pro- 
ponit  alreddie  and  to  be  proponit  is  reseruit  to  theme.  And  siclyik  the 
commissioners  of  borrowis  haiffing  meynit  themeselffis  to  the  saids  lordis 
anent  the  impost  and  exorbitant  custome  of  late  yeires  imposit  vpone 
victuall  importit  to  this  cuntrey,  which  is  in  eflFect  and  equivalent  to  ane 
restraint  don,  the  saids  lordis  haiflSng  diuers  tymes  mett  thairvpone,  and 
haiflSng  convenit  before  theme  sindrie  of  the  nobilitie  and  gentrie  as 
haiffing  interest  in  the  said  mater,  with  the  saids  borrowis,  at  lenth  efter 
grit  ressoning  and  diuers  meittings,  hes  concludit  that  ane  nomber  of 
the  nobilitie  and  gentrie  out  of  all  the  pairtis  of  the  cuntrey  salbe  con- 
venit before  theme  betuixt  and  the  fyftein  day  of  Merche  nixttocum 
with  ane  number  of  thq  saids  borrowis,  to  the  eflFect  that  thair  reassounes 
both  anent  the  importing  of  victuall  at  all  tymes,  as  also  anent  the 
exporting  of  victuall  quhen  the  samin  is  within  certan  pryices,  to 
be  condiscendit  vpone,  being  hard  and  considderit,  they  may  ressaive 
ane  finall  ansuer  therin  ;  anent  the  whitch  mater  it  is  thocht  fitt 
that  the  reassounes  enforcing  that  article  of  thair  grievance  salbe  sett 
doun  in  writt  be  the  burght  of  Edinburgh  with  the  advyse  of  certan 
vther  nichtbouris  ;  as  lyikwayes  that  the  said  burght  sail  convein  certan 
of  the  borrowis  as  thai  sail  think  expedient  betuixt  and  the  said  day  for 
insisting  in  the  said  mater  before  the  saidis  lordis.  And  last,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  at  this  tyme  convenit  anent  the  mater 
of  the  conservatorie,  and  vnderstanding  that  the  burght  of  Edinburgh, 
according  to  the  commissioun  givin  to  theme  be  the  last  particular  con- 
ventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  said  burght  the  [13]  day  of  [July] 
last  bypast,  had  imployet  Maister  Johnne  Hay,  thair  commissioner  to 
deale  with  his  Maiestie  thairanent,  and  sieing  that  the  said  Maister 
Johnne  hes  not  yit  retumit  ane  ansuer  frome  his  Maiestie,  it  is  thocht 
fitt  that  the  said  burght  of  Edinburgh,  efter  the  said  Maister  Johnne  sail 
cum  home  and  mak  his  report  of  his  proceidings  in  the  said  mater,  sail 
convein  sua  manie  of  the  speciall  borrowis  and  requyre  theme  to  send 
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thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed,  with  full  commissioun  to  doe  Eoinburoh. 
in  the  said  mater  as  thai  convenand  sail  think  most  fitt  for  the  wealfair  i%^^ 
of  thair  estait.     And  ordains  the  burght  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair 


diligence  heiranent  anent  the  haill  premissis  to  the  nixt  generall  conven-  Edinbur^i^f&o- 
tioune  of  borrowis. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byires,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Wilsoun  ;  Edinburgh, 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander  Japhray  ;  ^^  "^  ^  ' 
Stirling,  Johnne  Scherar  ;  Lynlithgow,  Thomas  Eduard,  elder  ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Johnne  Lepar;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell,  younger;  Air,  (blank);  Had- 
dingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Couper,  Robert  Petersone  ;  Dysart, 
Maister  Dauid  Einghome  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb  ;  Munros,  James 
Scott ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne ;  Craill,  Johnne  Markesoun  ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Merser. 

15  March  1625. 

1.  Johnne  Byires,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

2.  The  agent  verified  the  citation  of  the  factoids  in  Campheir,  twelve  in  num-  Factors  cita- 
ber,  to  attend  this  convention.  tione  verified. 

16  March  1625. 

3.  The  commissioner  for  Edinburgh  reported  the  proceedings  of  that  burgh  Ratificatione, 
since  last  particular  convention  regarding  the  office  of  conservator,  and  John  ^^^JJ*^^' 
Hay  also  reported  the  steps  taken  by  him.     The  commissioDei^  ratified  what  had  servator. 
been  done,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general 
convention  sufficiently  instructed  thereanent. 

4.  Compeirit  Sir  James  Lermonth  of  Balcomie,  knicht,  and  declaired  Licht,  Fyfenes, 
that  sum  of  the  nichtboures  had  regraitted  to  him  that  thai  had  sustenit  mtasive!^' 
sum  los  in  thair  ships  and  guids  throw  laik  of  ane  beikin  vpone  the  land 

at  Fyfnes,  and  considdering  that  the  hous  of  Balconie  was  ane  convenient 
plaice  for  setting  ane  licht  at  the  said  land  for  preventing  of  such  incon- 
venients  in  tyme  cuming,  and  thairfore  desyrit  the  saids  commissioners 
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Submissio, 
factors. 


EDiNsaROH.    thair  advyse  and  approbatioun  in  the  samin,  with  the  quhilk  propositioun 

^'^^  the  saids  commissioners  being  ryplie  advysit  they  ordane  the  same  to  be 

^konae^^'*^*'  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^®  generall  misaiwe,  and  ilk  burgh  be  requyrit  to  send  thair 

missive.  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  in 

the  said  mater. 

5.  Forsamikle  as  Williame  Weir,  Hector  Patersoun,  Robert  Battie, 
Dauid  Porterfeild,  Thomas  Ewing,  Thomas  Cuninghame  and  Johne  Greir- 
sone,  factouris  for  the  natioun  at  thair  staiple  port  at  Campheir  in 
Zeland,  for  obedience  of  the  chairge  givin  to  theme  for  ansuering  at  the 
instance  of  Maister  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent  for  the  borrowis,  for  trans- 
gressing of  certan  actes  and  statuttis  maid  anent  factouris  and  thair 
dewtyes  in  thair  oflSce,  as  the  saids  sumonds  beires,  compeirand  and 
being  demandit  in  particular  anent  the  premissis,  confessed  thair  over- 
sicht  in  diuers  pointes  layed  to  thair  chairge,  and  thairfore  submittit 
themeselfiSs  in  the  borrowis  will,  and  obleissed  theme  to  obey  and  obserue 
all  such  statuttis  as  is  alreddie  sett  doun  or  that  they  sail  think  meit  to 
be  sett  doun  for  the  weill  of  the  natioun,  vnder  such  paines  as  sail  pleis 
the  borrowis  to  modifie  ;  with  the  which  offer  the  saids  borrowis  being 
advysit,  and  haiving  considderit  what  is  maist  expedient  for  the  weill  of  the 
natioun  trafficquing  in  these  pairtis,hes  sett  doun  the  articles  vnderwrittin  to 
be  observit  be  the  saids  factouris  and  thair  successouris  in  all  tyme  cuming: — 
First,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  considdering  quhat  hurt 
and  skaith  the  merchandis  tredders  in  Flanders  hes  sustenit  in  tymes 
bygane  be  occasioun  of  the  factouris  thair  buying  and  selling  of  mer- 
chandice  and  not  contenting  themeselffis  with  thair  office  of  factorie  to 
the  natioun,  thairfore  thai  of  new  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  the  saids 
factouris,  be  theme  selffis  thair  servands  or  freinds,  buye  na  Scottes 
waires  bot  to  the  behoove  of  the  merchands  that  imployis  theme,  vnder 
the  payne  of  tinsell  of  thair  office  and  friedome  and  all  priueleges  of  the 
natioun,  and  findis  and  declaires  that  they  sould  content  theme  selffis 
with  thair  office  of  factorie  to  the  natioun. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  the 
saids  factouris,  notwithstanding  of  diuers  actes  of  borrowes,  does  tak 
factour  fie  of  the  merchands  geir  at  the  first  selling,  baith  of  fraucht  and 
vthers  chairges,  quhair  thai  aucht  na  mair  bot  of  the  frie  money  to  the 
wairing,  to  the  saids  merchands  grit  hurt  and  skaith,  thairfore  thai  of 
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new  ordaine  the  saids  factouris  to  de^sist  and  ceis  fra  all  taking  of  factor  fie  Edinburgh. 
bot  of  the  frie  money  to  the  wairing  allanerlie,  vnder  the  paine  foresaid,   ic  March  1625. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners,  vnderstanding  that  the  saids  factouris  submissio, 
becummes  factouris  for  the  cuntrey  men  and  theme  in  West  Flanders  ^*c*o"»- 
and  Holland,  both  in  buyeing  of  Scottes  staiple  waires  to  thair  behoove, 
as  also  in  selling  of  thair  waires  to  the  natioun,  thairfore  the  saids  com- 
missioners statuttis  and  ordanis  that  in  na  tyme  heirefter  that  the  saids 
factouris  tak  not  in  hand  to  buye  anie  Scottes  staiple  waires  ather  to 
thair  awin  behoove  or  to  the  behoove  of  anie  of  the  cuntrey  people,  and 
that  they  buye  na  cuntrey  waires  for  theme  selffis  to  sell  againe  to  the 
natioun,  or  be  factouris  for  anie  of  the  said  cuntrey  people  in  selling  of 
thair  guids,  bot  that  thai  suffer  and  permitt  the  said  cuntrey  people  to 
cum  doun  and  buye  the  saids  Scottes  waires  theme  selffis,  and  that  they 
be  no  collusioun,  hinder,  or  imped  the  saids  Scottes  merchands  frome  buying 
of  the  saids  waires  at  als  easie  ane  raitt  as  they  wer  wont  to  doe,  vnder 
the  payne  foresaid. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  sindrie 
vnfriemen,  not  being  burgessis  and  actuall  residents  within  anie  of  his 
Maiesties  frie  royall  borrowis,  does  tred  and  trafficque  in  the  said  Law 
Cuntreyis,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  inhibittes  and 
dischairges  the  saids  factouris  from  ressaving  of  anie  of  the  saids  vnfriemens 
guids  or  being  factouris  for  theme  in  anie  tyme  heireftir. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  inhibits  and  dischairges 
the  saids  factouris  frome  being  awners  of  anie  ships  or  bushes  that  treds 
to  Scotland  in  pairt  or  in  haill  vnder  the  payne  foresaid. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  being  informit  that  the 
saids  factouris,  vnderstanding  of  anie  scaircitie  or  dearth  of  victuall 
within  this  cuntrey,  does  buye  or  cans  to  be  bocht  be  sum  of  thair 
freinds  or  acquaintances  the  victuall  befoir  the  hand,  quhairof  they  scair 
in  the  proflfeit,  to  the  hurt  not  onlie  of  the  merchands  tredders  bot  also  of 
the  haill  cuntrey,  thairfore  they  inhibite  and  dischairge  the  saids  fac- 
touris of  all  such  kynd  of  dealling  in  tyme  cuming  vnder  the  payne  fore- 
said. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  statuttis  and  ordanis  that 
the  saids  factouris  tak  no  gritter  dewtie  for  thair  loftis  and  sellers  bot 
as  they  wer  accustomit  of  aid,  viz.,  tua  stuires  of  the  hundreth  skynnis 
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Edinburgh,  ilk  moneth,  and  ane  stuire  and  ane  half  for  ilk  daiker  of  hyds  in  the 

^ 5:  moneth,  and  for  vther  guids  conforme  thairto. 

factwd^*^'  Item,  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  the  saids  factouris  quhen  they 

sell  anie  skynnes  or  hyds  that  they  give  bot  tua  to  the  hundreth  skynnis 
and  nane  of  the  hyds  as  wer  vsit  of  befoir. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  the  saids  fac- 
touris haiffing  sauld  anie  of  thair  merchands  guids  to  ane  day  for  half  money 
in  hand  that  they  give  no  forder  day  for  the  money  in  hand  bot  mak  pay- 
ment presentlie  of  the  money  at  the  selling  of  the  saids  guids,  and  for  the 
rest  sauld  be  ane  day  that  thai  keip  the  auld  accustomit  forme  vsit  in  the 
cuntrie. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  quhair  the 
saids  factouris  sellis  anie  merchands  guids  to  ane  day  and  ressavis  fira 
the  buyars  ane  breiff,  that  the  saids  factouris  mak  guid  the  saids  breifl^ 
to  thair  merchands. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  quhen  they 
sail  ressaive  anie  guids  out  of  this  cuntrey,  if  they  sail  find  anie  of  the 
saids  guids  spoylit  be  the  skipper  in  his  defalt  or  in  defalt  of  the  ship, 
or  that  the  samin  does  inlaik  of  the  number  givin  vp  to  theme  be 
the  merchands,  that  the  saids  factouris  seik  reparatioun  of  the  saids  guids 
sua  spoylit  or  inlaiking  before  they  mak  payment  to  him  of  the  fraucht. 

Item,  quheras  it  hes  bein  statut  and  declairit  be  the  actes  of  parlia- 
ment and  constitutiounes  of  this  realme,  that  the  merchands  onlie  be 
assessouris  to  the  conservatour  in  all  his  courts,  yit,  notwithstanding,  the 
saids  factouris  does  intrude  theme  selffis  and  sittis  with  the  conservatour 
and  his  deputtes  daylie  in  his  courts,  misregairding  the  merchands  to 
quhome  they  ar  servands,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  saids  mer- 
chands hes  oft  actioun  against  theme  befoir  the  said  conservatour  and  his 
deputtes,  for  remeid  quhairof  and  better  ordour  and  decencie  to  be 
keipit  in  the  saids  courts  in  all  tyme  heirefter,  the  saids  commissioners 
of  borrowis  inhibittes  and  dischairges  the  saids  factouris  frome  sitting  at 
court  with  the  said  conservatour  or  his  deputtes  in  anie  time  heirefter, 
vnder  the  payne  foresaid. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  the  saids 
factouris,  in  all  tymes  concerning  thair  ofiice  and  dischairge  of  thair 
dewtye  therin,  sail  submitt  theme  selffis  to  the  commissioners  of  borrowis 
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and  sail  ressaive  sic  iniunctiounes  and  instructiounes  for  govemiDg  theme  Edinburgh, 
selffis  in  thair  offices  as  thai  sail  think  meit  and  expedient,  and  sail  obey        ^^ 
all  statuttis  maid  or  to  be  maid  be  theme  in  thair  generall  or  particular  Submiasio, 
conventiounes,  vnder  payne  of  forfaltour  of  thair  office  and  deprivatioun 
of  all  priueleges  of  the  natioun  in  all  tyme  heirefter. 

Item,  the  saids  commissioners  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  the  saids 
factouris  doe  nothing  in  preiudice  of  the  consergerie  hous  vnder  the  paine 
foresaid  bot  keip  the  liberties  and  priueleges  of  the  same  inviolablie. 

Item,  quheras  it  hes  bein  statut  and  ordanit  that  all  factouria  that 
does  exerce  or  sail  exerce  the  office  of  factorie  in  Campheir,  or  quhair  the 
staiple  of  the  natioun  sould  happin  to  remayne,  sould  find  cautioun  that 
thair  merchands  quha  employis  theme  sould  ressaive  iust  compt,  reckon- 
ing, and  payment  of  thair  intromisaioun  with  thair  guids,  waires,  and 
money  ;  and  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis  considdering  that  the 
samin  is  verie  necessar  and  expedient  for  the  merchands,  thairfore  thai 
ordaine  the  present  factours,  such  of  theme  as  hes  not  fund  cautioun,  and 
all  vtheris  factouris  to  be  admittit  heirefter,  to  find  cautioun  to  the  effect 
foresaid,  vnder  the  payne  foresaid. 

Item,  quhensoeuir  it  salhappin  that  the  saids  commissioners  sail 
caus  wame  the  saids  factouris  or  anie  of  theme  for  ansuering  before 
theme  for  quhatsumeuir  caussis,  the  saids  commissioners  declaires  that 
the  saids  factouris  salbe  astricted  and  obleist  to  compeir  personalie  befoir 
theme  in  thair  generall  or  particular  conventiounes,  vnder  the  paynes 
foresaid. 

Which  articles  being  intimat  to  William  Weir,  Dauid  Peibles, 
Hector  Patersone,  Robert  Battle,  Dauid  Porterfeild,  Thomas  Ewing, 
Thomas  Cuninghame  and  Johnne  Greirsone,  they  band  and  obleist  theme 
to  keip  and  vnderlye  the  same  vnder  the  paines  foresaid  and  quhatsumeuir 
vther  farder  it  sail  pleis  the  saids  commissioners  injoyne. 

17  March  1625. 

6.  The  commissioners,  for  sufficient  re&sons,  excused  the  absence  of  WlHiam  Wallis,  Cun- 
and  Thomas  Wallis  and  James  Weir,  factors  in  Campheir,  on   condition  that  15J^'^*™®'u8od 
they  keep  the  articles  above  set  forth,  and  also  excused  the  absence  of  James  miasive. 
Gunninghame  and  directed  him  to  be  cited  to  appear  at  next  general  conven- 
tion. 
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Edinburgh.  7.  Ordained  that  James  Lennox,  conservators  clerk,  be  paid  £100  for  "  his 

17  March.1625.  paines  in  seiking  out  such  thinges  as  concernis  the  plaice  of  the  conservatorie." 

i^nox,  jc.  u  g    Anent  that  article  of  the  missiwe  concerning  the  mater  of  the 

Edinburgh,      victuall,  the  saids  commissioners,  haiving  red  and  considderit  the  saids 
mU^ve.'  articles  drawin  vp  in  the  said  mater,  they  give  powar  and  commissioun  to 

the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  insist  with  the  lords  of  his  Maiesties  secret 
counsall,  and  to  present  the  said  articles  that  they  may  ressaive  ane 
ansuer  therin,  and,  according  to  thair  ansuere,  ordanis  the  saids  burgh  to 
give  notice  to  the  remanent  borrowis  as  they  sail  find  occasioun,  and  to 
report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  and  the  same  to 
be  eikit  to  the  generall  missiwe. 
Conservator  9.   Forsamikle  as  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  present  conservatour,  in 

iwidC^'iSssiwe.  ^^  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  saxtein 
day  of  Julij  last,  for  the  caussis  contenit  in  ane  act  of  the  said  conven- 
tioun, assignit  in  favours  of  the  saids  borrowis  all  his  dewties  dew  to  be 
vpliftit  to  him  of  quhatsumeuir  ships  arryving  in  Holland  or  vther 
plaices  of  the  Low  Cuntreyis,  excepting  the  staiple  port  allanerlie,  and 
the  saids  commissioners  considdering  that  it  is  necessar  that  sum  course 
be  tdiken  for  vplifting  thairof,  thairfore  thai  ordaine  the  same  to  be  eikit 
to  the  missiwe,  and  that  ilk  burgh  be  requyrit  for  sending  thair  commis- 
sioners suflScientlie  instructed  in  the  said  mater  to  the  said  nixt  generall 
conventioun. 
St  Androos,  10.  The  saids  commissioners,  being  informit  that   thair  hes  bein  grit 

^ItT  °^'  abuses  committit  this  last  yeir  in  the  fisching  of  the  Yles,  and  that  thair 
hes  bein  grit  oversichts  committit  in  the  pakking  of  the  saids  fisches, 
quhairby  the  same  hes  provin  verie  vnsuflScient,  to  the  grit  hurt  of  the 
merchand  tredders  with  the  saids  waires,  thairfore  the  saids  commis- 
sioners ordanis  the  burghis  of  Glasgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Kirkcaldie, 
Dysart,  Craill,  Anstruther,  Eister  and  Wester,  Bruntyland,  Kinghome 
and  Dundye  to  send  with  thair  commissioners  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun thair  exact  diligence  in  writt  in  putting  to  executiouu  the 
actes  of  borrowis  maid  anent  the  fisching  and  pakking  and  peilling  of 
hering,  and  in  speciall  the  8  act  of  the  conventioun  haldin  at  Dumfries 
the  thrid  day  of  Julij  1622  yeires ;  and  ordanis  this  to  be  eikit  to  the 
generall  missiwe,  and  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commis- 
sioners sufficientlie  instructed  for  preventing  of  such  lyik  inconveniences 


cau- 


Co7ivention  of  Royal  Burghs.  185 

intyme  cuming,  and  lyikwayes  ordanis  the  burghs  of  Dunbar  and  Kilranie  ,^J^®V*fg^v 

to  send   thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed   in  the  said  mater  to  . 

the  said  nixt  conventioun  and  to  produce  thair  diligence  in  writt  thair-  ete^^'fi'J^hlSg, 
anent.  missiwe. 

11.   Comperit  William  Weir,   [and   five  other  factors   in   Campheir,  Weir,  etc., 
and  found  caution]  that  they  sail  doe  thair  leill  and  trew  dewtye  in  thair  their"  "* 
effares  ami  mak  iust  compt,  reckning,  and  payment  of  all  and  quhatsum-  t^oners. 
euir    guids   merchandice  or  money  it  sail   happin  theme    to   intromett 
with. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Glasgow. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byires,  Williame  Nemock  ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray  ;  ^^^^^i^2&^ 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Alexander  Japhray  ;  Stirling, 
Johnne  Scherar ;  Lynlythgow,  Robert  Ker ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne 
Lepar  ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume  ;  Dysart, 
Alexander  Simpsoun;  Hadingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne ;  Kirkcaldye, 
Thomas  Lamb  ;  Munros,  James  Williamesoun  ;  Couper,  Robert  Piter- 
soun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Mercer  ;  Dumfreis,  Frances  Irwing  ; 
Innemes,  Robert  Baillie  ;  Bruntyland,  William  Miklejohnne ;  Innerketh- 
ing,  Williame  Blaikbume  ;  Kinghorne,  Johnne  Kirckcaldye  ;  Brichen, 
Johnne  Vdnay  ;  Irwing,  James  Scott ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun  ; 
Wigtoun,  Johnne  Murdoch  ;  Pettinweyme,  William  StevinsQun  ;  Dum- 
fermeling,  be  exemptione  and  ratificatione  produced  be  agent ;  Dumbar- 
tane,  Robert  Campbell ;  Ramfrow,  Johnne  Spreull  ;  Lanerick,  Gedioun 
Jak  ;  Abirbrothok,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Munros  ; 
Peibles,  Johnne  Lowes ;  Craill,  Patrik  Hunter ;  Selkirk,  Williame 
Mitchell  ;  Culros,  Patrik  Keir ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves ;  Forfar,  be 
ratificatioun  producit  be  Dundie  ;  Fon'es,  Hew  Barclay  ;  Rutherglen, 
be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Johnne  Pinkartoun  ; 
Northberuick,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Haddingtoun  ; 
Lauder,  Mark  Sandersoun ;  Kilranie,  Johnne  Borthuik  ;  Annand,  be 
ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Elgyne,  Kirkecudbricht,  Thayn,  An- 
stnither  Wester,  BamfF,  Quhithorne,  Rothesay,  Culane,  Lochmaben,  and 
Sanquhar  (blank), 
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Glasgow. 

'^"^y  ^^■^-  5  July  1625. 

^^rif't.""  1.  The  commissioner  of  Glasgow  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

Moderator.  2.   Gabriell  Cuninghame,  first  in  commission  for  Glasgow,  elected  moderator. 

Houres  of  ^*   Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting, 

meitting.  same  as  last  general  convention. 

Bell,  Touch,  4^«   Ordained    the    agent    to   take  action  against   Patrik   Bell  and   William 

agent,  missive.  Touch,  indwellers  in  Leven,  and  cause  them  to  desist  from  usurping  the  liberties 

of  free  royal  burghs. 
Innernes,  un-  5.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Innemes  to  charge  four  indwellers  in  Comptoun  to 

freemen,  desist  from  using  the  lilierties  of  free  royal  burghs. 

Outland  bur-  6.  Act  pa&sed  in  terms  similar  to  the  5th  act  of  last  general  convention, 

ffessis,  regrait- 

i^m'*^^^**^  7.  Anent  the  23  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  concerning  the 

Act,  measure    measure  of  ane  constant  fute  of  glas  to  be  obseruit  be  the  haill  glaissin 
gias,  missive,    wrichts  of  this  realme  in  the  measuring  of  thair  fute  work,  the  saids 
commissioners,   considering   of  the  bygaine   abuse   in   the  said  measure 
through    the  grit   diuersitie   thairof,   and    how   that  his   Maiesties  haill 
lieges,  als  weill  to  burgh  as  landward,  hes  bein  throuch  the  disconformitie 
of  the  said  measure  grittumlie  preiudgit,  and  that  no  inconveniencie  sould 
befall  theme  in  tyme  cuming  hes  thocht  fitt  that  thair  be  ane  constant 
measure  and  lenth  of  the  said  fute  of  glas  sett  doun  to  be  observed 
be  the  saids  glaissin  wrichts  in  the  measuring  of  thair  worke  in  all  tyme 
cuming ;  and,  haiffing  conferred  the  lenths  of  the  said  measures  produced 
be  ane  grit  number  of  the  present  commissioners,  they  find   that  for 
eschewing  of  all  fraud  that  the  said  fute  of  glas  aucht  and  [sould]  contein 
in   lenth  ane   full   quarter  of   ane  elne ;   and   thairfore  hes  statut  and 
ordanit,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presentis  declaires,   statuttes,  and  ordanis 
that  the  lenth  of  the  said  fute  sail  in  all  tyme  cuming  contein  ane  full 
quarter  of  ane  elne,  and  ordanis  the  glaissin  wrichtis  of  the  haill  borrowis 
of  this  realme  to  keip  and  observe  this  measure  in  all  tyme  cuming,  vnder 
such  paines  as  sail  pleis  the  magistrattes  of  the  said  burgh  whair  the  saids 
glaissin   wrichts   sail   work  the  said  work  to  injoyne  vnto  theme;  and 
ordanis  the  magistrattis  of  ilk  burgh  to  see  this  present  act  put  to  execu- 
tioun,  and  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  present  ordinance  to 
thair  burgh  at  thiiir  homecuming,  and  the  saids  burghs  to  thair  glaissin 
wrichts  and  haill  inhabitants,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  in  intimatting 
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and  keiping  heirof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  vnder  the    5^u^J°i625. 
payne  of  xx  lib. 


8.  Anent  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  found  Le^tl*  o^  *^« 
that  the  burghs  whom  the  matter  therein  referred  to  did  most  concern  had  satisfied  keiped. 
the  act,  and  they  ordained  the  same  to  be  put  in  execution  in  all  time  coming. 

9.  Anent  the  7th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of  Perth  ^'^^l"^'??.' 
produced  an  act  of  their  court  by  which  William  Andersoun  enacted  himself  not  gence.' 

to  usurp  the  liberties  of  free  burghs. 

10.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Munros  in  £20  for  not  doins:  Monrose, 
diligence  against    iinfree    traders,   as   required  by  the   8th  act  of  last  general  duellers  in 
convention,  and  ordained  that  burgh  to  use  diligence  and  report  to  next  general  ^^^P^^TJ' 

convention.  diligence, 

miBsive. 

11.  [Mr  Johnne  Hay,  town  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  reported  the  pro- Act,  Drum- 
ceedings  taken  with  regard  to  the  oflSce  of  conservator  since  last  general  vator.* 
convention.     After  narrating  what  is  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  parti- 
cular conventions,   the   report   proceeds  thus :]  As  lyikwayes  the  saids 
commissioners  did  wryte  to  his  Majestie  in  the  said  mater,  quhairvpone 

it  pleased  his  Maiestie  to  recall  the  said  patent  grauntit  to  the  said 
Maister  Nathaniell,  and  to  recommend  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  Maister 
Patrik  Drummond,  vpone  quhome  it  pleased  his  Maiestie  to  confer  the 
reversioun  of  the  said  plaice,  as  his  Maiesties  letter,  quhairoff  the 
tennour  followis,  at  mair  lenth  beires : — Supra  scribitur,  James,  R. 
Trustie  and  weilbelouit,  we  greit  you  weill.  We  wer  maid  heirtofoir  so 
far  to  give  way  to  your  desyre  as,  haiffing  grauntit  the  office  of  conserva- 
torie  of  the  priuileges  of  our  natioun  in  the  Law  Cuntreyis,  in  reversioun, 
to  Maister  Nathaniell  Vduard,  we  wer  pleased  vpone  your  objectioun  of 
vnfitnes  of  the  persoun  to  recall  oure  said  grannt ;  and  now,  perfytlie 
vnderstanding  the  sufficiencie,  qualificatioun,  and  aptitud  of  Maister 
Patrik  Drumond  for  dischairging  of  that  plaice,  we  haue  maid  speciall 
choice  of  him  for  that  effect,  and  thairfore  haue  thocht  guid  by  these 
presentis  to  recommend  him  to  yow,  willing  yow  if  anie  thing  you  haue 
to  object  against  him  to  aduerteis  ws  thairof  by  your  lettre,  vtherwayes 
to  give  way  to  our  graunt  and  accept  of  him  as  one  speciall  choice  by 
oureselff  to  performe  oure  seruice  in  these  pairtes  whiche  our  conformitie  to 
your  pleasure  salbe  to  ws  verie  acceptable  ;  so  we  bid  you  fairwell.  Qevin 
at  Newmarket  the  14  of  Novembir  1624.    And  thairefter  the  said  burgh 
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of  Edinburgh  considdering  how  necessar  it  was  that  befoir  the  said 
Maister  Patrik  his  patent  sould  pas,  obtenit  of  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
seereit  counsall  ane  stay  of  the  said  patent  till  the  said  Maister  Patrik  his 
a^vin  homecuming,  at  whiche  tyme  the  said  burgh  enterit  in  agriement 
with  the  said  Maister  Patrik  and  obtenit  eertan  articles  to  be  signed  be 
the  said  Maister  Patrik  in  favoures  of  the  saids  frie  borrowis,  quhilkis  the 
said  Maister  Johnne  Hay  produeit,  and  the  present  commissioners  ordanis 
the  same  to  be  insert  and  registrat  in  thair  buikes  ad  futura/m  rei 
memoriam,  quhairof  the  tennour  folio  wis  : 

The  articles  agreed  vpone  and  signed  be  Maister  Patrik  Dnimmond 
in  favoures  of  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme  of  Scotland. 

Imprimis,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  not  at  anie  tyme  heireftir 
dimitt  the  office  of  conservatorie  in  favoures  of  anie  persoun  or  persounes 
without  consent  and  assent  of  the  saids  boiTOwis  had  and  obtenit  thairto. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  salbe  ansuerable  for  his  deputtes  in  the 
said  office  for  thair  qualificatioun  and  dischairge  of  thair  dewtye  in  the 
said  office,  and  notifie  thair  naymes  to  the  borrowes  or  toun  of  Edinburgh  ; 
and  in  caice  anie  complaint  be  gevin  in  against  theme,  the  same  being 
tryet  be  the  borrowis  at  thair  conventiounes,  and  the  saidis  deputtis  fund 
giltye,  or  in  caice  the  saids  borrowis  haiflf  anie  iust  caus  against  theme 
quhy  they  aucht  not  to  be  deputtes  in  the  said  office,  the  said  Maister 
Patrik  sail  remove  theme. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  during  his  said  office  remayne  at 
thair  staiple  port  of  Campheir  in  Zeland,  or  quhair  thair  staiple  salhappin 
to  be  for  the  tjrme,  and  sail  not  diuert  him  selff  thairfra  without  sum 
important  caus  notified  ayther  to  the  borrowis  or  burgh  of  Edinburgh  be 
his  lettre,  bott  attend  his  office  thair,  and  sail  concur  with  the  natioun  in 
protecting  theme  frome  violence  and  suitting  reparatioun  and  redresse  of 
wronges  through  anie  pairt  of  the  haill  sevintein  provinces  vpone  the 
ressonable  chairges  of  the  pairtye. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  keip  courtes,  conforme  to  the  act 
of  parliament,  and  sail  not  suffer  anie  factour  to  assist  him  or  sitt  in 
judgement  with  him  in  na  tyme  to  cum,  bot  salbe  assisted  be  the  mer- 
chands  of  the  natioun  thair  for  the  tyme. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  put  the  actes  of  parliament  to 
executioun  against  vnfrie  tredders  and  saillers  contravenand  the  same. 
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Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  put  the  actes  of  the  generall  or    S^i"A^^?M' 
particular  conventiounes  of  borrowis  maid  and  to  be  maid  to  executioun 


against  the  saids  vnfrie  men,  saillers,  and  factouris,  and  in  speciall  sail  not  mond,  con- 
suflfer  anie  factour  to  tred  or  trafficque  vnder  payne  of  dyprivatioun  of  8©rv*^^' 
thair  oflSce. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  not  suffer  anie  persoun  to  vse  the 
office  of  factorie  within  the  sevintein  provinces  except  they  haue  bein 
first  admittit  to  that  office  be  the  commissioners  of  borrowis,  and  that 
they  schaw  him  ane  certificat  subscryuit  be  the  saids  commissioners  mak- 
and  mentioun  of  thair  admissioun  and  fynding  cautioun  conforme  to  the 
ordour  accustomed,  and  then,  they  paying  to  the  said  Maister  Patrik  as 
conservatour  the  dewtye  accustomed  to  be  payit  at  thair  admission,  he 
sail  tak  thair  aith  at  the  staiple  port  and  exerce  all  vther  authoritie 
over  theme  belonging  to  him  as  conservatour,  ather  be  actes  of  parlia- 
ment or  of  borrowis ;  and  the  deprivatioun  of  the  saids  factouris  for  anie 
wrang  doone  be  theme  to  anie  merchand  sail  belong  to  the  commissioners 
of  borrowis,  bott  if  they  sail  infringe  anie  of  his  Maiesties  lawis,  or 
faill  in  anie  essentiall  point  of  dewtye  to  the  King  or  kingdome,  then 
the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  in  that  caice  depryve  theme  by  his  awin 
authoritie. 

Item,  forsameikle  as  of  auld  thair  wes  onlie  graunted  be  the  borrowis 
for  intertynnement  of  the  conservatour  tua  stuires,  to  the  whiche  since 
the  borrowis  of  thair  meir  favour  hes  addit  threttein  stuires,  making  in 
the  haill  fyfbein  stuires,  quhairof  tuelff  is  to  be  payed  be  the  merchand 
and  thrie  be  the  skipper,  and  is  presentlie  vpliftit  be  Sir  Robert  Daniel- 
stoun,  present  conservatour,  and  that  the  said  Maister  Patrik  hes  in  his 
gift  of  the  reversion n  of  the  conservatorie  procured  the  said  reversioun  to 
the  said  office  efter  the  death  of  the  present  titular,  with  all  fies,  dewtyes, 
and  casualties  thairto  appertening,  thairfore  it  is  hereby  declairit  that  in 
that  generall  claus  the  threttein  stuires  grauntit  of  befoir,  addit  to  the 
former  tua  stuires,  is  not  comprehendit,  lyik  as  the  said  Maister  Patrik 
renunces  all  richt,  tytill,  and  enteres  that  he  sail  haue  for  injoying  of  the 
same  efter  the  deceis  of  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun  be  anie  vther  manor  of 
way  bot  be  the  meir  graunt  of  the  borrowis,  and  sail  not  cleith  him  selff 
with  anie  vther  richt  of  the  same,  and  with  expres  conditioun  that  the 
grant  of  the  same  to  be  maid  to  him  efter  the  present  titulars  deceis 
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salbe  na  praparative  to  na  vther  quho  sail  efter  succeid  in  the  saids  offices 
for  bruiking  and  injoying  the  same. 

Item,  he  sail  cans  the  liberties  and  priueleges  of  thair  natioun  at 
thair  staiple  port  contenit  in  the  contract  betuixt  the  borrowis  and  toun 
of  Campheir  to  be  keiped,  and  in  special  anent  the  consergerie  hous. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  salbe  bundin  and  obleist  to  the  same 
articles  and  conditiounes  to  the  borrowis  of  this  realme  vnto  the  whitche 
anie  former  conservatour  was  bundin  and  obleist. 

Item,  in  all  contraversies  betuixt  him  and  anie  merchand,  sailler  or 
factour,  he  sail  submitt  himselff  to  the  decisioun  and  judgement  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  borrowis  of  this  realme,  ather  in  thair  generall  or  par- 
cular  conventiounes,  and  sail  not  appeale  therefra  nor  declyne  the  same. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  being  waimit,  ather  at  the  instance  of 
the  borrowis  in  generall  and  thair  procuratour  fiscall,  or  at  the  instance 
of  anie  vther  merchand,  sailler,  or  factour  haiffing  warrand  of  the  com- 
missioners of  borrowis  or  toun  of  Edinburgh  to  cite  him  to  ansuer  to  anie 
complaint  givin  in  against  him,  sail  compeir  be  him  selff  or  his  pro- 
curatour and  ansuer  to  the  samin  vpone  the  premonitioun  of  thrie  score 
dayes,  ather  in  generall  or  particular  conventiounes. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  not  during  the  tyme  of  his  office 
purchaice  or  procure  anie  thing  concerning  the  said  office,  nor  him  selff 
doe  anie  thing  preiudiciall  to  the  liberties  of  the  borrowis,  nor  yit  sute, 
obtein,  or  craive  anie  forder  impost  vpone  merchandes  guids  or  echippes 
then  is  grauntit  to  him  be  the  borrowis,  reserving  alwayes  to  him  all 
fey  is,  dewtyes,  and  casualities  vsit  and  accustomit,  grauntit  or  to  be 
grantit  to  him  or  his  predicessouris  be  the  borrowis,  and  without  preiu- 
dice  of  the  same. 

Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  binds  and  obleissis  him  to  dischairge  his 
deutye  in  the  said  office,  als  weill  in  administratiouns  of  iustice,  ather  in 
ciuill  oi:  criminall  courtes,  with  speid  and  indifferencie,  as  in  putting  his 
decreittes  and  sentences  to  executioun,  as  also  in  reuling  and  governing 
him  selff  and  the  natioun  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  lawes 
of  this  realme,  as  also  the  actes  of  borrowis ;  and  quhatsumeuir  vther 
thing  salbe  statut  be  the  borrowis  for  the  guid  of  tred  and  honour  of  the 
natioun  he  sail  cans  the  same  be  obeyed  efter  laufuU  intiraatioun  maid 
thairof  to  him  or  his  deputtes. 
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Item,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  sail  assist  and  concur  be  his  authoritie    ^^Z'^^™ 

.5  July  1625. 

with  the  minister  in  sieing  the  ordour  of  the  churche  thair  keipit  als  weill " 

in  the  doctrine  as  discipline,  conforme  to  the  lawis  of  this  realme,  and  mond,  con- 
caus  the  collectouris  of  the  dewtye  for  the  ministers  stipend  to  be  ansuerit  ^ervator. 
and  ingatherit  or  anie  vther  collectiouues  appointed  to  be  vplifted  be  the 
borrowis. 

In  witnes  of  my  consent  and  obleisment  for  performance  of  the  articles 
above  and  within  specific t,  I,  the  said  Maister  Patrik  Drummond,  haiff 
subscryuit  the  same  with  my  hand,  at  Edinburgh,  the  auchtein  day  of 
Januar  the  yeir  of  God  j"  vj^  and  tuentye  fyve  yeires.  Et  sic  sub- 
scribitur :   Maister  Patrik  Drummond. 

The  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  in  name  of  the  borrowis, 
of  thair  meir  favour  and  for  seruice  to  be  doone  be  Maister  Patrik  Drum- 
mond in  the  office  of  conservatorie,  and  his  honorable  intertynement, 
grantis  and  gives  to  the  said  Maister  Patrik,  during  the  tyme  of  his  office, 
by  and  attour  the  tua  stuires  of  auld  annexed  to  the  office,  the  soume 
of  threttein  stuires,  making  in  the  haill  fyftein  stuires,  to  be  vpliftit  in 
the  same  maner  as  wes  vplifted  be  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  present  con- 
servatour,  and  obleissis  theme  selffis  in  name  of  the  borrowis  that  the 
same  sould  be  ratified  and  of  new  grantit  in  thair  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun  of  borrowis  to  be  haldin  at  Glasgow  in  Jnlij  nixt.  In  witnes 
quhairof,  we  haue  subscryuit  the  samin  with  oure  handis,  at  Edinburgh 
the  auchtein  day  of  Januar  the  yeir  of  God  j™  vj^  tuentye  and  fyve  yeires. 
Et  sic  subscribitur :  A.  Clark,  provest ;  Johne  Maknacht,  baillie ; 
A.  Tod,  baillie  ;  Johne  Byires,  dein  of  gild ;  George  Suttie,  thesaurer ; 
Patrik  Eleis,  Thomas  Weir. 

Quhilkis  articles  abonewrittin  being  signed  and  agried  vpone,  the 
said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  compeirand  before  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
secreit  counsall,  for  theme  selffis  and  in  name  of  the  borrowis,  to  testitie 
thair  humble  obedience  and  conformitie  to  his  Maiesties  will  and  pleasure, 
agriet  and  gaive  thair  consent  to  the  passing  of  the  signature  grauntit  in 
favoures  of  the  said  Maister  Patrik  Drummond,  vnder  protestatioun  as 
foUowis  heirefter ;  quhitche  protestatioun  the  said  Maister  Johnne  lyik- 
wayes  producit,  and  the  saids  borrowis  ordanis  the  samin  to  be  insert  and 
registrat  in  thair  buikis,  quhairof  the  tennour  foUowis  :  Apud  Edinburgh, 
decimo  octauo  die  mensis  Januarij,  Anno  Dominj,  1625.     The  quhilk 


servator. 


192  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

^Glasgow,     ^^y^  \j^  presens    of   the  lordis  of  secreit  counsall,  compeired  personalie 

'- Johnue  Macknacht,  Williame  Dick  and  Archibald  Tod,  baillies  of  Edin- 

mond,  con-  burgh,  Johnne  Byires,  dein  of  gild,  and  George  Suittie,  thesaurer  of  the 
said  burgh,  with  certan  vthers  of  the  counsall  of  the  said  burgh,  as  com- 
missioners for  the  samin,  and  they  being  demaundit  if  they  had  anie  thing 
now  to  propone  and  object  against  the  signature  signed  be  his  Maiestie 
in  favoures  of  Maister  Patrik  Drummond  of  the  reuersioun  of  the  office  of 
conservatorie  efter  the  deceis  of  the  present  incumbent,  seing  they  gat 
ane  copey  of  the  signature  to  be  advysit  with  and  had  diuers  counsall 
dayes  appointed  vnto  theme  for  giving  thair  ansuer  theranent,  they 
declairit  that  sieing  it  wes  his  Maiesties  gracious  will  and  pleasure  to 
mak  choice  of  the  said  Maister  Patrik  for  the  office  foresaid,  they,  to 
testifie  thair  humble  obedience  and  conformitie  to  his  Maiesties  will  and 
pleasure,  and  vpone  confidence  they  had  of  the  gentleman  his  sufficiencie 
for  the  said  chairge,  and  vpone  houp  of  his  dewtifuU  dischairge  thairoflF, 
they  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  said  signature,  bot  in  name  of  the 
haill  borrowis  acquiescit  and  agreit  to  his  Maiesties  royall  will  and  pleasure 
and  to  the  expeding  of  the  said  signature,  with  this  protestatioun  alwayes, 
that  the  samin  should  no  wayes  preiudge  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  king- 
dome  in  no  tyme  cuming  anent  anie  right,  tytill,  or  enteres  pretendit  be 
theme  to  the  said  office  or  that  they  can  acclame  thairvnto,  or  to  the 
presentatioun  or  disposing  thairof  quhen  the  samin  salhappin  heirefter  to 
yaik  as  accordes  of  the  law ;  lyik  as.  Sir  Williame  Olyphant  of  New- 
toun,  knicht,  his  Maiesties  aduocat,  in  his  Maiesties  name  and  for  his 
Maiesties  in  teres,  protestit  in  the  contrare.  Extract  am  de  libria  actonim 
seci'eti  consilij,  S.  D.  N.  Regis,  per  vie  Jacob um  Prymrois,  dericum 
eiusdeTn,  sub  meis  signo  et  subscript ione  Truinualibibs,  Et  sic  sub- 
scribitur,  Jacobus  Prymrois. 

And  last,  the  said  Maister  Johnne  producit  certa.n  writtis  concerning 
the  said  plaice  of  conservatorie,  quhairof  sum  extract  furth  be  him  of 
befoir  furth  of  the  auld  registers  of  this  kingdome,  and  vthers  be  James 
Lennox  furth  of  the  registers  of  Holland,  quhilks  wer  instantlie  delyverit 
to  thair  clerk  to  be  keipit  to  thair  vse. 

Whitche  report  being  maid,  and  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis 
being  ryplie  adwysit  thairwith,  they,  for  theme  selffis  and  thair  suc- 
cessouris,  does  ratifie  and  approive  quhatsumeuir  actes  maid  and  sett 


missive. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  193 

doun  be  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  in  thair  particular  conventioun    5  juiy  1625. 
since  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  concerning  the  said  mater  Act,  Dnim- 
of  conservatorie  and  soumes  of  money  debursed  for  secluding  of  the  said  ™^q^'  conser- 
Maister  Nathaniell  frome  the  said  plaice,  togidder  with  the  haill   pro- 
ceidings  of  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  the  said  mater,  and  of  the  said, 
Maister  Johnne  Hay,  and  inspeciall  the  haill  actes  abone  mentionat  and 
articles  above  sett  doun,  quhairvnto  they  give  thair  allowance  and  appro- 
batioun  and  obleissis  theme  to  abyid  therat  as  giflf  the  samin  had  bein 
doone  at  this  present  conventioun. 

12.  Anent  the  threttie  aucht  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  Commission- 
borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Lynlithgow  the  nynt  day  of  Julij  last,  ment,  etc., 
anent  the  sending  of  commissioners  to  parliament,  the  present  com- 
missioners of  borrowis,  considdering  quhat  inconveniencie  and  hurt  hes 
rissin  to  the  borrowis  through  sending  of  diuers  persones  in  one  com- 
missioun  for  one  burgh  to  parliaments  and  conventiounes  of  estaittes,  thair- 
fore  they  find  and  declair  that  na  burgh,  exceptand  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh, sould  contein  moe  persones  nor  one,  bot  aucht  and  sould  give  com- 
missioun  to  ane  honest  and  qualifiet  peraoun  of  thair  said  burgh  allenarlie; 
and  thairfore  hes  statut  and  ordanit,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presentis  statuttis 
and  ordanis  that  na  burgh  heirefter  in  anie  tyme  cuming  contein  anie  moe 
persones  nor  ane,  exceptand  as  saidis,  in  thair  commissiouns  to  parliament 
or  conventioun  of  estaittis,  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  lib.  ilk  burgh ;  and 
ordanis  the  present  commissioners  to  mak  intimatioun  heirof  to  thair 
borrowis  at  thair  homecuming,  and  the  saidis  burghis  to  report  thair 
diligence  of  thair  intimatioun  and  keiping  of  the  same  to  the  nixt  gene- 
rall conventioun  of  borrowis. 


6  July  1625. 

13.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit,  considering  how  Lennox,  diii- 
that  the  plaice  of  conservatorie  is  onlie  vpone  the  merchands  expenssis,  conservatorio 
and  that  the  conservatoris  intertynnement  is  onlie  vpone  thair  chairges,  t^rie^boo^^" 
and  how  necessar  it  is  for  the  weill  of  the  merchand  tredders  in  the  Law  missive. 
Cuntreyis  that  the  nominatioun  of  the  said  persoun  be  at  the  optioun  of 
the  borrowis,   or  at  leist  they   micht  haue  consent  therin,   seing  thair 
interest  is  so  great,  and  that  the  said  plaice  hes  bein  first  at  thair  desyre 
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Glasgow. 
6  July  1625. 

Lennox,  dili- 
gence, office  of 
conservatorio 
and  conserva- 
torio books, 
missive. 


Edinburgh, 
burghs  of  bar 
onie,  missive. 


Hadingtoun, 

Mortoun, 

missive. 

Inerkithing, 
electione, 
magistrats, 
mifsive. 


Linlithgoe, 
diligouco, 
unfriemen, 
missive. 


erected  and  for  thair  caus  allanerlie;  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners 
findis  meit  and  convenient  that  farder  diligence  be  vsit  in  searching  out 
of  such  writtis  as  may  belong  or  conceme  the  said  office,  ather  at  home  or 
at  Flanders,  and  to  that  effect  ordanis  James  Lennox  to  tak  paines  therin 
and  to  report  his  diligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis, 
and  what  expenssis  he  salhappin  to  deburse  in  the  said  mater  salbe 
refoundit  to  him  vpone  his  awin  declaratioun  allanerlie,  as  lykwayes 
promises  to  considder  his  paynes  and  travaylis,  and  ordanis  the  con- 
servatoures  buikes  to  be  delyverit  to  the  present  conservatour  vpone 
inventar  to  be  maid  thairof  be  the  said  James ;  and  the  said  James  to 
report  his  diligence  in  searching  out  of  the  saids  writtis  as  also  to  pro- 
duce the  inventar  of  the  buikes  delyverit  to  the  said  conservatour  to  the 
nixt  general  convention  of  borrowis. 

14.  Aneut  the  mater  of  the  burghis  of  barronie  mentionat  in  the 
1 5  act  of  the  said  last  conventioun,  the  saids  commissioners  findis  meitt 
and  convenient  that  for  decyding  of  the  contraversies  depending  betuixt 
the  frie  royall  borrowis  and  the  burghis  of  barronie,  that  in  caice  thair 
salhappin  anie  parliament  to  be  indicted  betuixt  and  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis,  that  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  sail  requyre  be 
thair  missiwe  immediatlie  efter  the  publicatioun  thairof  to  meitt  with 
theme  at  the  said  burgh  the  burghis  of  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Air,  Haddingtoun,  Dysart,  and 
Coupar  for  taking  sum  satled  ordour  for  decyding  of  the  saids  contra- 
versies, to  whome  the  saids  borrowis  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commis- 
sioun  to  doe  therin  quhat  thai  sail  find  necessar  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis. 

15.  Anent  the  10th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  oommiBsioners 
oixlained  the  burgh  to  do  more  exact  diligence  in  causing  their  allied  burgess 
reside  in  the  burgh  or  in  depriving  him  of  the  liberties  thereof 

1 6.  Upon  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Innerkithing  "  of  the  grit  povertie 
and  neoessitie  of  the  said  burgh,  and  inlaik  of  persoimes  to  beir  office  therin/' 
the  commissioners  delayed  till  next  general  convention  the  uplifting  of  the 
unlaws  imposed  by  the  12th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  ordained  the 
burghs  of  Lynlithgow  and  Bruntyland  to  take  trial  and  report  thereanent. 

17.  Anent  the  i6th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 
Lynlithgow  reported  the  diligence  taken  by  that  burgh,  with  which  the  com- 
missioners were  satisfied  at  this  time,  but  required  fi9ii*thor  proceedings  to  be 
taken. 
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1 8.  Anent  the  1 7th  act  of  last  general  conyention,  the  commissioners  found     Glasgow. 
that  at  last  election  the  burgh  of  Dunbar  had  conformed  to  the  acts  and  there-   6  July  1625. 
fore  discharged  their  unlaws.     The  bui'gh  was  enjoined  to  continue  thus  in  their  Dumbar,  eloo- 
elections  and  to  report  to  next  general  convention.  trate'misfflve 

19.  Anent  the  24  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  Commissio 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Lynlithgow  the  sevint  day  of  Julij  last,  the  saids  woou,  viotuaU, 
commissioners,  considdering  the  grit  quantities  of  wooll  transported  daylie  ^^^  p^. 
furth  of  this  realme,  not  onlie  to  the  grit  hurt  of  that  grit  number  of  t«iit>«ii8si7e. 
poore  oDes  intertynned  and  sett  to  work  therby,  bot  to  the  grit  lose  of  the 

haill  merchandis  tredding  with  plaiding,  sayes,  and  vthers  stuflfes,  so  that 
if  sum  tymous  ordour  be  not  taking  thairwith  the  said  poore  salbe  castin 
lous  and  the  saids  merchandis  depryved  of  that  tred,  being  ane  of  the 
grittest  treds  of  this  kingdome  ;  and  siclyik,  the  commissioners,  vnder- 
standing  that  the  mater  of  the  greivances  has  nocht  takin  effect  as  yit, 
ordanis  the  borrowis  vndirwrittin  to  insist  with  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
secreit  counsall  for  licence  of  importing  of  forraine  victuall,  aod  seing  that 
the  saids  borrowis  hes  alreddie  sett  doun  such  motives  as  mooved  theme 
to  insist  therin,  which  hes  bein  shewin  alreddie  to  the  noblemen  and 
gentrie  of  the  land,  ordanis  theme  to  petitioun  the  saids  lordis  for  redres 
of  the  said  greivance  ;  as  lyikwayes,  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  concur 
and  assist  with  the  barkers  of  this  kingdome  for  decyding  of  the  beds 
alreddie  depending  betuixt  the  saids  barkers  and  my  lord  Erskein  for  re- 
calling of  the  patent  grauntit  to  the  said  lord  of  ane  grot  vpone  ilk  hyid 
barked  or  tanned  within  this  kingdome ;  as  lyikwayes,  it  being  meaned  to  , 
the  present  commissioners  that  the  said  lord  does  exact  of  ilk  barked 
hyid  brocht  into  this  cuntrey  frome  Ingland  or  Yreland  the  lyik  imposi- 
tioun,  and  considering  that  thair  lordships  hes  not  bein  in  vse  to  impose 
anie  dewtye  vpone  quhatsumeuir  commoditie  imported  be  the  merchandis 
without  thair  speciall  consent  obteuit  thairto,  thairfore  they  ordayne  the 
said  mater  to  be  meaned  lyikwayes  to  the  saids  lords,  and  thairfore  hes 
appointed  and  ordanit,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presentes  appointes  and 
ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Bruntyland  and  Couper  to  meitt 
and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  threttein  day  of  Julij  instant, 
with  continuation  of  dayes,  and  to  tak  the  saids  maters  to  thair  serious 
consideratioun  and  to  humblie  petitioun  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  secreit 
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Glasgow,     [counsall]  for  redres  of  the  saids  greivances  and  till  insist  therin  till  the 

^^^  same  tak  sum  guid  end. 

Report,;Edin-  20.  Anent  the  tuentie  saxt  act  of  the  last  generaJl  conventioun,  .   .   . 

»rg  ,  ]a  g  .  ^Q^pgj^^  ^Q  commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  reported 
that^  conforme  to  the  commissioun  given  to  theme,  they  had  compeired 
before  the  saids  lordis,  and  haiflSng  objected  the  gift  givin  to  theme  of 
before  for  jadging,  the  saids  lords  had  annulled  the  said  patent  grantit 
to  the  said  Dauid  Naime,  quherin  the  saids  borrowis  findis  they  haue 
doone  diligence. 

Ratificatione  21.  Anent  the  35th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  and  the.  acts  of  the 

of  the  miunc-    particular  convention  held  in  March  last,  regarding  the  factors  in  Campheir,  the 
the  factors.       commissioners  ratified  the  whole  proceedings  and  injunctions,  and  ordained  the 

conservator  to  see  them  put  to  execution. 

Dumfreis,  eleo-         22.  Anent  the  39th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners 

tiono,  inagis-    found  that  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  in  their  last  election  had  not  conformed  to  the 

trats,^misaive.  ^^^  .^  ^^  points,  "  bot  withall  considering  they  haue  drawin  neir  to  ane  guid  and 

constant  forme  therin,"    they  dispensed   with   their  imlaw.      The  burgh  was 

ordained  to  conform  in  future,  and  to  produce  the  form  of  their  election  to  next 

general  convention. 

Culane,  23.  Anent  the  8th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on  16th  July  last, 

missive.  ^j^^  agent  produced  a  supplication  from  the  burgh  of  Culane,  "  desyring,  inrespect 

of  thair  povertie  and  thair  lang  distance  from  this  burgh,  to  excuse  thair  present 

absence."     The  commissioners  dispensed  with  the  unlaws  and  required  the  burgh 

to  comply  with  their  ordinances  at  next  general  convention  ;  ''  as  also  ordanis 

the  burgh  of  Abirdein  to  tak  tryell  of  the  landis  that  appertenit  and  does 

appertein  to  the  said  burgh,  and  how  the  samin  wer  disponit  and  for  quhat 

dewtie." 

7  July  1625. 

Act,  du-  24f.  [Anent  the  25th  act  of  last  general  convention  and  the  8th  act 

pdiieThfrhIg,  of  ^^^  general  convention  of  1622,]  and  considering  that  pairtlie  throw 
etc.,  missive.  ^\^q  negligence  of  the  burghis  to  quhome  the  executioun  of  the  saids 
actes  and  ordinance  ar  concredeit,  and  pairtlie  throw  contumacie  and  greid 
of  the  saids  maisteris  and  mariners,  the  haill  land  is  defraudit  of  that  so 
grit  a  benefeit,  not  onlie  to  the  los  of  the  cuntrey  at  home  bot  also  to  the 
defamatioun  in  the  cuntreyes  quhither  the  saids  herings  ar  transported, 
thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ratifies  and  approves  the  said 
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aucht  act  of  the  said  generall  conventioun  maid  at  the  said  burgh  of    Glasgow. 

Dumfreis,  in  all  the  heids,  claussis,  and  articles  thairof,  with  this  additioun ^ '— 

that  it  sail  not  be  laufull  in  na  tyme  heirefter  till  the  saids  maisteris  and  chairgelng  of 
marinersto  schip  anie  peilled  herring  in  the  schippis,  barkis,  or  crears  quhair  e^^^"e  ^* 
it  salhappin  anie  of  the  saids  pakkit  herring  to  be  schippit ;  lyik  as, 
the  saids  commissioneris  straitlie  inhibittes  and  dischairges  the  saids 
maisteris  and  mariners  to  schip  anie  of  thair  saids  peilled  herring  in  thair 
saidis  veschellis  quhair  thair  said  pakkit  herings  salhappin  to  be 
schippit,  vnder  the  payne  of  confiscatioun  of  the  saids  peilled  herring  to 
be  confiscatt  be  the  magistrattis  of  the  burgh  quhair  the  saids  veschelles 
salhappin  to  arryve ;  and  ordanis  the  magistrattis  of  the  burgh  to  putt 
the  said  act  with  the  additioun  foresaid  to  executioun,  with  certificatioun 
to  those  who  salbe  fund  remt's  or  negligent  in  executing  thairof  that  they 
sail  incur  ane  vnlaw  of  xl  lit),  to  be  payit  to  the  borrowis  ;  and  ordanis 
ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  present  statut  to  thair  borrowis 
at  thair  home  cuming  that  thai  pretend  no  ignorance  thairof,  and  ilk 
burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  preceislie  in  writt  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the  payne  of  xl  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

25.  James  Lennox  produced  the  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  im-  Lennox, 
post  granted  for  the  minister's  stipend  at  Campheir.  The  charge  amounted  t.o  compts, 
£162,  12s.  6d.  gritt,  Flemish  money,  and  afber  paying  minister's  stipend  (£133, 
6s.  8d.  gritt),  his  own  fees,  etc.,  and  the  balance  due  last  year,  there  remained  due 
to  him  £97,  3s.  Flemish  ;  and  for  payment  the  commissioners  ordained  George 
Suittie,  merchand,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  to  give  to  Lennox  1000  merks  Scots, 
binding  the  burghs  to  repay  the  sum  borrowed. 

26.  The  commissioners  desyres   the   commissioner  of  the  bursfh  of  pumbar,  fisch- 

.  1      •         1     •  1     *ro        '        o  "*^'  unfremen. 

Dumbar  to  recommend  to  thair  burgh  m  thair  names  to  haiflf  cair  of 
thair  fisching  at  thair  burgh  and  to  sie  guid  ordour  keipit  therat ;  as 
lyikwayes  to  stay  vnfrie  persounes  to  pak  or  peill  within  thair  liberties. 

27.  Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  ordaning  the  burgh  to  send  thair  Suttie^  impost, 
commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  for  setting  doun  ane  impost  for 
repayment  to  George  Suttie,  merchand,  burges  of  Edinburgh,  of  the 
soumes  of  money  debursit  be  him  at  the  borrowis  desyre,  [viz.,  to 
Nathaniell  Vduard,  as  authorised  by  the  particular  convention  held  on 
11th  August  last,  the  sum  paid  with  interest  being  £4,420  Scots;  to 
James  Lennox,  conform  to  the  7th  act  of  the  particular  convention  on 


missive. 


k"**. 
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Glasgow.  16th  July  last,  £200  Scots,  and  conform  to  the  25th  act  of  this  conven- 
7  July  3625.  ^j^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^.j^g  .  ^j^j^j^  ^^^^  extend  in  all  to  £5,286,  13s.  4d.  Scots. 
Suttie^impost,  ^q^  repayment  of  that  sum,  and  all  interest  thereon,  the  commissioners 
agreed  that  George  Suttie  should  receive  £1057,  6s.  8  gritt,  Flemish 
money,  in  manner  following],  viz.,  that  ane  generall  impost  be  vpliftit 
and  rasit  vpone  the  guides  and  merchandice  arryvand  fra  Scotland  at 
anie  port  within  the  Law  Cuntreyes,  viz.,  four  s.  sax  d.  gritt  of  ilk  Seek 
of  guides,  ten  sturis  ilk  last  of  comes,  and  ten  stuires  ilk  hundreth  wagon 
of  coalles  ;  and  siclyik,  ane  vther  impost  of  all  guides  imi)orted  to  Scot- 
land fra  the  saids  Law  Cuntreyis,  to  witt,  of  ilk  coflFer,  threttein  stuires,  and 
ane  halflf ;  ane  caice,  seven  stuires ;  ane  quhyte  trie,  sevin  stuires ;  ane 
punscheon,  sevin  grit;  ane  Liglis  trie,  sevin  grit ;  ane  alme  trie,  fyve  grit ; 
and  ane  trie  copprus  fyve  grit ;  ane  trie  undop  fyve  grit ;  ane  baiTel  saip, 
thrie  grit;  ane  barrel  ortchard  litt,  thrie  gritt;  ane  barrell  vnzeounes  or  apils, 
halffane  stuir ;  ane  creill  of  pannis,  four  stuires;  ane  ball  mader,  four  stuires; 
ane  pook  brissell,  fyve  grit ;  ane  pook  houp,  four  grit ;  ane  pak  towes,  thrie 
grit ;  ane  pak  smak  thrie  grit ;  ane  ball  annet  seids,  fyve  grit;  ane  poik 
vnzeoun  seid  thrie  gritt ;  ane  poik  hardis,  thrie  stuires ;  and  ane  thousand 
yme,  four  stuires  ;  to  indure  ay  and  quhill  the  said  George  Suttie  be 
thankfullie  and  compleitlie  payed  of  the  said  soume  of  £1057  6s  8  gritt. 
[An  account  of  the  sums  collected  was  appointed  to  be  sent  to  each  gene- 
ral convention.] 
statute,  28.    Forsamikle  as  the  present  commissioners   of   borrowis,  vnder- 

conserveXoT^*  Standing  that  notwithstanding  that  the  factouris  of  Campheir  ar  subject 
missive,  factors  ^  ^^  lawis  of  this  cuntrev  and  to  my  lord  conservatour  to  be  govemit  in 

books  making.  ,  .  . 

all  thinges  conforme  to  the  lawes  of  this  realme  and  actes  of  borrowis, 
yit  the  relicts  of  the  said  factouris,  being  not  subject  to  the  same  lawes, 
intrometts  with  thair  husbands  guides  and  geir  and  irustrattis  thair 
merchandis  that  hes  imployed  theme  of  thair  iust  debts  ;  and  quher  the 
saids  factoures  leives  anie  guides  or  geir  behind  theme,  the  saids  relict 
being  preferrit  be  the  lawis  of  that  cuntrey  to  the  haill  creditouris,  and 
hawing  diners  vthers  meanes  for  defrauding  of  the  saids  merchands  at  the 
deceis  of  thair  factoures,  does  defraud  theme  of  the  haill  guids  intromettit 
with  be  thair  husbands  in  thair  lyftyme,  whairby  the  saids  merchands  ar 
grittumlie  dampnifiet ;  for  remeid  quhairof,  and  eschewing  of  lyik  incon- 
veniences in  tyme  cuming,  it  is  statiit  and  ordanit,  lyik  as  the  saids  com- 
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missioners  be  thir  presentis  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  na  factour  in  anie     Glasgow. 

tyme  heirefter  salbe  admittit  the  office  of  factorie  before  he  first  find '— 

cautioun  to  the  borrowis,  that  if  he  salhappin  to  marie,  that  his  spous  f^Jora  wyfes, 
sail  compeir  before  the  solempnisinff  of  the  said  mariasfe  befoir  ane  ludge  conservator, 

*■'•  ,  .  ,  .  «i      o     naiasive,  factors 

competent,  and  thair  renunce  hir  owne  libertie  and  jurisdictioun,  and  sub-  books  missive. 
mitt  hir  selflf  to  the  conservatour  and  lawis  of  this  cuntrey,  and  that  in 
caice  hir  husband  sail  deceis  befoir  hir  that  in  that  caice  she  submittis 
hirselff  to  the  lawis  of  this  cuntrey  and  sail  not  vse  anie  meanes  for  frus- 
tratting  thairof  nor  sail  cleith  hir  selflF  with  the  lawis  of  the  said  cuntrey, 
bot  sail  renunce  all  benefiet  thairof  in  all  tyme  thairefter  ;  and  siclyik, 
ordanis  my  lord  conservatour  to  conveyne  before  him  the  haill  present 
factouris  and  cans  theme  obey  and  fulfill  this  present  ordinance  vnder 
payne  of  deprivatioun  of  the  saids  factours ;  as  lyikwayes,  desyres  the  said 
conservatour  to  deale  with  the  generall  estaittes  for  obtening  this  act 
ratified  and  the  saids  factoures  wyiffes  declaired  to  be  exemit  of  the  said 
Dutch  lawis  and  subjected  to  the  lawis  of  this  cuntrey ;  as  also  to  deale 
with  theme  for  dischairging  of  all  supercederies  to  be  grantit  to  the  saids 
relicts ;  with  powar  to  him  by  his  awin  authoritie  when  anie  factour  sail 
deceis  to  caus  his  clerk  tak  in  venter  of  thair  guides  to  be  furth  cumand 
to  all  pairties  haivand  enteres.  As  also  statuttes  and  ordanis  that  the 
saids  factouris  sail  keip  no  compt  buiks  bot  such  as  ar  markit  be  the  con- 
servatour clerk  on  euerie  leaf  thairof  be  the  number,  and  on  euerie  tent 
leaff  be  his  subscriptioun,  and  that  at  the  filling  vp  of  ane  buik  he  pre- 
sent ane  new  ane  to  be  markit  be  the  said  clerk  in  manor  abonewrittin ; 
as  also  ordanis  the  said  conservatour  to  caus  visite  thair  saids  bookes 
monethlie  and  to  sie  the  same  filled  vp  be  theme,  and  in  caice  anie 
salbe  fund  negligent  to  aduerteis  the  borrowis  thairof;  and  farder  ordanis 
the  said  conservatour  clerk  to  keip  ane  not  of  so  manie  buikes  in  the  con- 
servatouris  buikes  as  he  salhappin  to  mark  to  anie  factour,  and  to  tak 
ane  not  of  the  haill  buikes  that  ar  in  the  present  factours  handis. 
Quhich  actes  and  ordinance  abonewrittin  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  recommends  to  my  lord  conservatour,  and  ordanis  him  to  sie  the 
same  put  to  executioun,  and  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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8  July  1625.  '^ 

statut,ibiu  of  29.   The  commission eris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  considdering  that 

mLsi^f  ^^  thair  particular  couventioun  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in 
Marche  last,  amangs  the  rest  of  the  iniunctiounes  gevin  to  the  factoures, 
it  wes  ordanit  that  at  the  ressait  of  the  merchandis  guides  frome  the 
skippers,  if  thair  sould  be  anie  inlaik  of  the  number  of  tlie  guides  contenit 
in  the  merchandis  lettres  direct  to  the  factoures,  that  the  saids  factoures 
wer  ordanit  to  detein  ane  pairt  of  the  fraucht  correspondent  to  the  inlaik  ; 
and  now  being  informit  that  the  saids  merchandis  does  oft  tymes  in  thair 
lettres  direct  to  thair  factoures  give  vp  ane  gritter  quantitie  of  guides 
then  thai  haue  schippit,  quhairvpone  at  the  arryvaill  of  the  schip  at  the 
port  thair  does  aryse  questiounes  betuixt  thair  factoures  and  the  skippers, 
and  the  saids  factoures  does  detein  in  thair  handis  ane  competent  pairt 
of  the  fraucht  correspondent  to  the  difference  betuixt  the  said  merchand 
bill  and  the  guides  trewlie  schippit,  to  the  grit  hurt  of  the  saids  skippers  ; 
for  remeid  quhairof,  and  for  eschewing  of  all  such  questiounes  in  tyme 
cuming,  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis  hes  statut  and  ordanit, 
lyik  as  tliai  be  thir  presentis  statuttes  and  ordanis  that  quhen  anie 
merchands  hes  schippit  thair  guides  that  befoir  the  said  schip  sail  tak 
thair  voyage  that  first  the  skippers  sail  caus  the  clarkis  of  tliair  schippis 
tak  vp  ane  iust  nott  of  the  hard  guides  schippit  in  thair  said  schippes 
contening  the  persones.  names,  thair  markis  and  number  of  goodes  schippit 
be  everie  man ;  and  thairefter  the  said  skipper  sail  deliuer  to  the  said 
merchand  ane  bill  of  laidning,  ane  or  moe  as  thai  sail  think  meit,  sub- 
scrjniit  be  the  said  skippers  awin  hand  contening  as  said  is,  quhairof  ane 
to  be  keiped  be  the  said  merchand  and  the  vther  to  be  sent  ouer  be 
him  to  his  factour ;  and  that  the  said  factour  haiving  ressauit  the  mer- 
chandis guides  in  quantitie  and  in  number  conforme  to  the  said  bill  of 
laiding  vpone  the  schoir  out  of  the  said  schip,  that  the  saids  factouris  mak 
payment  to  the  saids  skippers  of  thair  frauchts  conforme  thairto  ;  and  for 
better  effectuatting  heirof  ordanis  the  said  skipper  not  to  depairt  frome 
the  port  quhair  he  is  laidnit  befoir  the  delyverie  of  the  saidis  billis  of 
laidning  to  thair  merchandis,  vnder  the  payne  of  xl  lib.,  totiea  quoiies,  to 
be  payit  be  the  said  skipper  to  the  burgh  quhairvnto  the  said  port  does 
appertein ;  and  in  caice  that  the  merchand  salhappin  to  absent  theme- 
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selflSis,  quhairby  the  said  skipper  may  be  prolonged  in  his  voyage,  the  Glasgow. 

saids  commissioners  declaires  that  it  salbe  suflSeient  diligence  to  the  said  — liZ ., 

skipper  to  deliuer  the  said  bill  to  the  dein  of  gild  or  sum  of  the  baillies  ^^*nine*^  °' 
of  the  burgh  quhairvnto  the  said  port  does  appertein  ;  and  ordanis  this  misBive. 
ordour  to  be  keiped  be  the  haill  skippers  of  this  kingdome,  als  weill  tred- 
ding  to  the  Law  Cuntreyis  as  to  anie  vther  pairt  or  kingdome,  vnder  the 
said  paine,  quhairvnto  the  saids  borrowis  declaires  thir  presentes  to  be 
lyikwayes  extendit ;  and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  to  intimat  this  present 
ordinance  to  thair  borrowis  at  thair  homecuming,  and  to  sie  the  same 
putt  to  executioun,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  theranent  to  the  nixt    • 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

30.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  draw  Consenratono, 
furth  all  and  quhatsumeuir  actes  and  statuttes  that  hes  bein  maid  in  anie  i^^^'.*'^  ' 
tyme  heirtofoir  concerning  the  staiple  port,  conservatour,  or  factoures, 
with  all  and  quhatsumeuir  lawis  maid  be  the  borrowis  for  governing  of 
the  natioun  thair,  and  to  mak  tuo  buikes  thairof,  ane  to  be  delyverit  to 
the  conservatour  to  be  keiped  be  him  at  the  said  staiple  port  and  to  be 
signed  be  him,  and  the  vther  to  be  keiped  amongst  the  rest  of  thair 
registers ;  and  he  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generaU 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 

31.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Haddington  ''to  tak  paines  for  satiing  of  that  Complent, 
contraversie  "  between  the  burghs  of  Lauder  and  Jedburgh,  referred  to  in  the  J^jv®*"  ^^^ 
1 3th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  £uling  a  settlement  the  parties  to  come 
instructed  to  next  general  convention. 

32.  The  burgh  of  Montrose,  as  by  the  14th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Monrose 
ordained  to  send  their  commissioner  to  next  year's,  duly  instructed  with  regard  5^^*^  ^^"' 
to  their  complaint  against  Edinburgh. 

33.  Granted    to   each  of  the  burghs  of  Pittinweyme  and  Kilranie  £100  'le^rKii- 
Scots  for  help  to  the  repair  of  their  decayed  harbours.  ranie.  ' 

34.  Qave  commission  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinbuigh  on  13th  James  Lennox 
inst.,  to  agree  with  James  Lennox  for  collecting  the  impost  for  the  minister's  ^^  ^®*^^' 
charges  at  Campheir  in  connection  with  his  supplication  ''craiving  augmenta- 

tioun  of  his  yeirlie  fiall." 

35.  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent,  granted  the  receipt  of  £100,  "appointed  to  Disohairge, 
be  payit  to  vmquhill  Sir  George  Bruice  for  his  attendance  at  the  platt  the  tyme  **®^*- 

of  the  plantatioun  of  the  kirkis,'*  and  of  the  sum  of  £600  mentioned  in  the  41st 
act  of  last  general  convention. 

3C.  Anent  the  fourth  act  of  the  particular  convention,  held  on  17th  March  LychtatFyfF- 

*     ^  ne«,  missive. 

2  C 
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Glasgow.  last,  the  commissioners,  on  account  of  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  most  com- 

y  modiouR  place  for  setting  of  the  light  at  Fyfbes,  ordained  each  bargh  to  send 

Lycht  at  Fyff-  their   commissioners   sufficiently  instructed   thereanent   to   next   general   con- 

nes,  missive.  vention. 

Wynrahame,  37.  Anent  the  saxt  act  of   the  particular  conventioun  [held   l7th 

factwf  ^'  March  last],  compeirit  Maister  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent,  and  produced 
our  Soverayne  Lordis  lettres  raisit  at  his  instance  against  the  said  Jacob 
Cuninghame,  laufuUie  execut  and  indorsit ;  and  the  said  Jacob  being 
often  tymes  called  and  not  compeirand,  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  hes  depryvit  and  be  thir  presentis  depryves  the  said  Jacob  of 
his  said  oflSce  of  factorie,  and  ordainis  my  lord  conservatour  and  his 
deputtes  to  con  vein  the  said  Jacob  befoir  theme  and  to  intimat  this  thair 
will  to  him  and  not  suffer  him  to  exerce  the  said  office  iu  tyme  cuming ; 
and  ordanis  the  present  commissioners  to  intimat  this  present  act  to  thair 
nichtboures  at  thair  homecuming. 

Eleis,  Lennox,         38.  Patrik  Eleis  and  James  Lennox,  cautioners  for  William  and  ThomaA 
diligence  satis-  Walles,  conform  to  the  6th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  March  last, 

reported  that  *'  the  saids  persones  had  depairtit  this  mortall  lyif^"     Alexander 

Makcartnay  produced  the  articles  and  injunctions  subscribed  by  James  Weir, 

factor. 
Agent,  Bawtie.         39.  James  Ewing  having  asked  to  be  freed  from  his  obligations  as  &ctor  for 

Kobert  Bawtie,  factor  at  Campheir,  the  latter  was  ordained  to  produce  another 

cautioner  at  next  general  convention. 
Agent, compts.         40.  The  agent's  accounts  being  found  to  extend  to  £700,  each  burgh  was 

ordained  to  send  their  part  to  the  next  general  convention. 

Nobell,  41,  42.  Ou  the  supplication  of  Johnne  Noble  and  others,  the  commissioners 

Riddoch,  asked  the  conservator  to  intercede   with  the  magistrates  of  Campheir,  "that 

conservator.  .  .  ^"  * 

according  to  thair  mutuall  conditiounes  betuixt  the  conservator  and  the  town, 
they  wald  tak  inventar  of  the  haill  guds  and  geir,"  which  was  in  the  possession 
of  vmquhili  Thomas  Wallis,  factor,  and  concur  with  the  supplicants  in  saving 
them  from  loss. 
Eleis,  Burnett,  43-5.  The  commissioners  consented  to  the  admission  of  Patrik  £leiB,  mer- 
Oriersone,  chant,  burgess  of  Edinburgh  ;  Johnne  Burnet,  resident  in  Campheir ;  and  Robert 
Greirsoun,  sone  to  Johne  Oriersone,  factor  at  Campheir,  to  be  Actors  at 
Campheir. 

Stetute, factors         46.  The  saids   commissioners  of  borrowis,  for   eschewing  of  forder 

miMJv*e!^'        confusioun  in  admissioun  of  factoures  at  thair  staiple  port  of  Campheir, 

and  to  the  effect  the  saids  boiTOwis  may  gett  the  better  knawleg  of  thair 
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qualificatiouD  and  abilitie  of  such  persounes  as  thai  salhappin  heirefter  to  Glasgow. 
give  thair  approbatioun  vnto  for  serving  in  the  said  plaice  of  factorie,      "  ^  ^^  ^' 
statuttes  and  ordanis  that  uuhen  anie  persone  at  anie  tyme  heirefter  sail  statute,  factors 
present  thair  supplicatiounes  craiving  thair  approbatioun,  that  the  same  missive. 
be  maid  ane  heid  of  the  missiwe,  and  that  ilk  burgh  be  requyrit  to  send 
thair  commissioners  suflficientlie  instructed  thairanent,  and  this  ordour  to 
be  keiped  in  all  tyme  cuming  in  the  presentatioune  of  factoures. 

47.   The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  Factors, 
thair  commissioners  suflBcientlie  instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  and  missive'. 
opinioun   for  reforming  of  the   abussis   committit  be   the   factoures  in 
Fraunce,  and  preventing  the  hurt  sustenit  be  the  haill  tredders  thair  in 
defalt  of  the  saids  factoures,  ilk  burgh  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis. 

48.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Kilranie  and  Pittinweyme  to  abide  Exemptiones, 
from  all  general  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years,  on  the  usual  conditions,  pitt^weyme. 

49.  Ordained  each  burgh  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  con-  Supplicationes 
vention,  instructed  to  give  answer  to  the  supplications  of  Craill  and  Kinghome,  ^"^^^^'  King- 
for  help  to  the  repair  of  their  decayed  harbours. 

9  July  1625. 

50.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Thayne,  Bamff,  Quhithoi*ne,  Bamff,  etc., 
Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhare,  in  £20  each,  for  being  absent  from  this  convention,  ""  *^®  * 
and  also  the  four  latter  burghs  in  £20  each  for  not  sending  their  part  of  the 

dues. 

51.   The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  apointed  and  ordanit,  lyik  Commissione 
as  they  be  thir  presentis  appointes  and  ordanis,  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  conservator, 
Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,   Glasgow,  iiM,mw8?ve.^ 
Haddingtoun,   Bruntyland,   Couper,   Munros  and    Anstruther    Eister    to 
meit  and  convein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  threttein  day  of 
this  instant,  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  to  treat,  reassoun,  voite  and 
conclud  with  my  lord  conservatour  for  ratifieing  the  articles  alreddie  sett 
doun  and  agreit  vnto  be  him,  and  with  full  powar  and  commissioun  to 
theme  or  the  maist  pairt  of  theme  convenand  to  sett  doun  such  vther 
articles  and  iniunctiounes  as  thai  sail  find  most  necessar  for  the  honour 
of  the  natioun  and  wealfair  of  the  merchands  tredders  in  the  Low  Cun- 
treyis ;  with  powar  lyikwayes  to  the  saids  borrowis,  in  caice  the  said  con- 
servatour be  not  at  home,  to  deput  such  of  thair  number  as  thai  sail 
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Glasgow. 
8  July  1625. 

Commissione 
anent  the 
conBervator 
fischino:  in  the 
lies,  missive. 


Dumbartane, 
Sempell, 
Fallisdaill, 
missive. 


Clark  of 
Glasgow. 

Next  conven- 
tione  Dumbar. 


pleas  for  dealing  with  him  at  his  homecumiDg,  with  full  powar  and 
commissioun  theranent,  which  salbe  als  suflScient  as  if  they  had 
bein  deput  be  the  saids  commissioners  to  that  effect.  As  lyikwayes  ordanis 
the  saids  burghis  to  treat  with  Bryur  Semple  and  Johnne  Schaw,  allegit 
takismen  of  the  teinds  of  the  fisching  in  the  Yles,  and  to  tak  such  solid 
course  in  the  said  mater  as  thai  sail  think  most  expedient  for  the  weill 
of  the  fisching,  lyik  as  the  present  commissioners  gevis  full  powar  and 
commissioun  to  the  saids  borrowis  to  doe  in  the  premissis  all  aud  quhat- 
sumeuir  they  micht  doe  theme  selflSs.  [These  commissioners  also 
received  full  power  to  deal  with  anything  that  "  may  occur  that  hes  not 
yit  cum  to  thair  knawlege  that  may  concerne  the  saids  borrouis,"  and 
power  was  also  given  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  convene  so  many  of 
the  burghs  at  any  time  as  they  might  consider  necessary  for  taking  order 
with  the  affairs  of  the  burghs]. 

52.  The  saids  commissioners,  being  informit  that  Johnne  Semple  and 
Thomas  Fallisdaill,  coUectour  of  the  taxatioun  that  wes  grantit  be  the 
estaittes  for  saving  the  burgh  of  Dumbartan  from  the  invndatioun  of 
Levin,  hes  since  the  fitting  of  thair  comptes  intromettit  with  ane  pairt  of 
the  said  taxatioun  and  hes  not  imployed  the  same  vpone  the  said  work 
nor  maid  compt  as  yit  thairof,  thairfore  ordanis  the  present  commissioner 
of  Dumbartan,  in  name  of  his  said  burgh,  to  present  the  saids  persounes 
before  the  commissioners  in  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  for 
making  compt,  reckning,  and  payment  of  the  said  soume  intromettit  with 
be  theme  as  said  is,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  hundreth  pundis. 

53.  Ordained  that  the  clerk  of  Glasgow  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the  mis- 
sives this  year. 

64.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention,  and  ordained  the  next  to  be 
held  at  Dumbar  in  July  1626. 


Edinburgh. 
13  July  1625. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byires,  Williame  Nemock;  Perth,  (6iani);  Dundy, 
Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Alexander  Jaffray ;  Stirling,  Johnn 
Scherar ;  Lynlithgow,  Robert  Ker ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne  Lepar ;  Glas- 
gow,   Johnne    Cuninghame ;     Munros,    James    Williamesoun ;     Couper, 
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Robert   Petersoun ;    Bruntyland,   Williame  Miklejohnne ;    Haddingtoun,  f?^^*?^ 
Williame  Broun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Mercer.  


13  July  1625. 

1.  Johnne  Byires,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator.        Moderator. 

2.  Anent  the  51st  act  of  last  general  convention  .  .  .  comperit  the  |^*^^<»*jone, 
said  Maister  Patrik  Drumond  and  producit  his  gift  of  the  said  plaice  of  conservator, 
conservatorie,  vnder  hisHienes  gritt  seill,  of  the  dait  the  first  day  of  Julij 

1625  yeires,  which  being  sein  and  considderit  be  the  saidis  commission- 
eris  of  borrowis,  and  they  halving  of  befoir  gevin  way  and  consentit  to  the 
gift  obtenit  be  the  said  Maister  Patrik  of  the  reversioun  of  the  said  plaice, 
vpone  recomendatioun  maid  be  his  Maiestie  of  most  worthie  memorie, 
to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  vnder  protestatioun  alwayes  that  the  samyne 
sould  nowayes  preiudge  the  frie  borrowis  of  this  kingdome  in  na  tyme 
thairefter  anent  anie  richt,  tytill,  or  enteres  pretendit  be  theme  to  the  said 
oflSce,  or  that  thai  could  claim  thairto  or  to  the  presentatioun  or  disposing 
thairof  when  the  samyn  sould  vaik  as  accordes  of  the  law ;  thairfore  they 
for  themeselflSs,  and  in  name  and  behalflF  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowis 
of  this  kingdome,  agreit  and  consentit,  and  be  thir  presentis  agries  and 
consentis  to  the  said  Maister  Patrik  his  admissioun  to  the  said  plaice, 
vnder  protestatioun  as  said  is  and  vpone  the  provisiounes  and  conditiounes 
to  be  sett  doun  heirefter. 

14  July  1625. 

3.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  anent  the  iniunc-  Articles, 
tiones    and    conditiounes    to  be  sett  doun  betuixt  theme  and  Maister  ^i^S^ond! 
Patrik  Drummond,  present  lord  conservatour,  hes  agriet  and  condiscendit 

vpone  the  conditiounes  efter  following: — [Here  follow  conditions  formerly 
agreed  to,  vide  antea,  pp.  188],  Quhilkis  articles  and  conditiounes 
abonewrittin  was  agreit  and  condiscendit  to  be  the  said  Maister  Patrik  of 
befoir,  lyik  as  he  now  compeirand  ratifiet  and  approovit  the  samin,  and  of 
new  band  and  obleist  him  selflF  to  obey,  performe,  and  fulfill  the  samyn 
inviolablie,  for  the  whitche  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis,  for 
theme  selffis  and  in  name  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowis  of  this  kingdome, 


206 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


EDniBUBOH. 

U  July  1625. 

Articles, 

oonseirator, 

Drammond. 


Lennox,  fiall, 
xnisnye. 


Factoun 
attend  the 
ooniervatoor. 


of  thair  meir  favour^  and  for  seruice  to  be  doone  be  the  said  Maister 
Patrik  in  the  said  oflSce  of  conservatorie,  and  for  his  honorable  intertynne- 
ment,  grantis,  gevis  and  disponis  of  new  vnto  him  during  the  tyme  of  his 
office,  by  and  attour  the  said  tua  stuires  of  aid  annexit  to  the  said  office, 
the  soume  of  threttein  stuires,  making  in  the  haill  fyftein  stuires,  quhairof 
tuelfif  to  be  vpliftit  fra  the  merchand  and  thrie  fra  the  skipper  as  hes  bein 
vpliftit  be  the  said  vmquhill  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  late  conservatour ; 
and  this  by  and  attour  quhatsumeuir  vther  dewtyes  grantit  be  the  bor- 
rowis  to  the  said  vmquhill  Sir  Robert  Danielstoun,  and  this  in  full  satis- 
factioun  of  quhatsumeuir  dewtye  he  can  ask,  craive,  or  procure  in  anie 
tyme  heirefter  to  be  vpliftit  of  the  saids  merchandis  guides  or  schippis  by 
anie  maner  of  way ;  with  provisioun  alwayes  and  expres  conditioun  that 
this  present  grant  salbe  na  preparative  to  na  vther  quha  sail  succeid  to  the 
said  Maister  Patrik  in  the  said  office  for  bruiking  and  enjoying  the  said 
dewtye, 

4.  As  authorised  by  the  34th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  eommis- 
sioners  grantit  to  James  Lennox,  '*  by  and  attour  the  soume  of  ane  hondreth 
gudlings  grantit  to  him  of  befoir,  the  soume  of  fourtie  pundis  Fleymis  money, 
including  therin  the  soume  of  ten  pundis  Fleymis  grantit  to  him  in  augmentatioun 
of  befoir." 

5.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  findis  meitt  and  expedient, 
for  the  decencie  and  honour  of  the  natioun,  that  the  haill  factouris 
resident  at  the  staiple  i>ort  at  Campheir  sail  vpone  the  Sabboth  dayes 
and  vther  dayes  of  divyne  seruice,  and  at  all  vther  tymes  quhen  my  lord 
conservatour  hes  anie  speciall  busines,  for  the  honour  of  the  natioun, 
attend  and  waitt  vpone  him  within  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  and  give 
thair  attendance  to  and  fra  the  churche ;  and  thairfore  ordanis  the  said 
conservatour  to  intimat  this  present  act  to  the  saids  factoures,  and  that 
they  be  injoynit  to  keip  and  serve  the  samyn  vnder  the  payne  of  fyve 
shiUingis  Flemys  to  be  payit  to  the  said  conservatour  be  euerie  delinquent, 
toties  quoties. 


15  July  1625. 

Edinbur^,  6.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  and  having  meanit 

mport,Tictnai.  ^  ^^^  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall  the  mater  of 
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the  transporting  of  woolly  togither  with   that   thair  greivance  anent  the  Edinbuboh. 

impositioun  layed  of  late  vpone  forayne  victuall  importit  to  this  kingdome,  — ^^ 1 

and  the  saids  lordis  haiflSng  considderit  thair  saids  petitiounes  continewit  ^^S^.'^ctuai, 

that  anent  the  wool!  to  the  tuentye  saxt  day  of  this  instant^  and  continewit  ™*«8ive. 

that  anent  the  victuall  to  the  last  counsall  day  of  !Noaember  nixt;   thair- 

fore  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 

to  attend  and  ressaive  the  saids  lordis  ansuer  anent  the  premissis,  and  if 

neid  beis   to  convein   sua   manye  of  the  borrowis  as    thai    sail    think 

necessar  for  insisting  in  the  saids  maters,  to  quhome  sua  convenit  the 

present  commissioners  of  borrowis  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun 

to  doe  therin  as  they  sail  think  maist  fitting  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis  ; 

and  the  said  burgh  and  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 

nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

7.  Unlawed   the   burgh    of  Perth   in   £20    for    being    absent   from    this  Perth  unlayed, 
convention.  chaii^gfe  agent. 

8.  Gave  commission  to  the  burghs  Edinburgh,  Sanctandroes,  Glasgow,  Stir-  ComnuasioDe 
ling,  Lynlithgow,  Haddingtoun,  Couper,  Anstruther  Eister,  Bruntyland,  Craill,  ^St^,SS^e! 
Dysart,  and  Kirkcaldye,  to  settle  with  Bryice  Semple  and  Johnne  Schaw  in  the 

matter  referred  to  in  the  5 1  act  of  last  general  convention. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  26Augu8tl625 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Byres,  dein  of  gild,  Gilbert  Kirkwood ;  Perth, 
Andro  Gray  ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun  ;  Abirdein,  ratificatioun 
producit  be  Edinburgh ;  Williame  Bell ;  Sanctandroes  {blank) ;  Glasgow, 
Patrik  Bell ;  Hadingtoun,  Patrik  Broun ;  Forfar,  George  Wood ;  Kirk- 
caldie,  Thomas  Lamb ;  Couper  (blank) ;  Craill,  Allane  Cuninghame ; 
Bmntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne;  Selkirk,  Kobert  Dun;  Annstruther 
Eister,  (blank), 

26  August  1625. 

1.  Johnne  Byires,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

31  August  1625. 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  having  meanit  the  CommiaMono, 
mater  of  the  new  forme  of  tannage  introduced  be  my  lord  Erskein,  with  wu^anent' 

the  tanning. 
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Commissioner 
certane  bor- 
rowes  anent 
the  iaiming. 


Ediuburgh.  the  grit  hurt  sustenit  be  the  haiU  barkers  of  this  kingdome,  to  thair  vtter 
^  Augtisti  .  j^jjjg  g^jj^  lamentable  miserie  of  themeselflBs,  thair  wyiflfes  and  ehildrein,  and 
decay  of  thair  tred  within  the  said  borrowis,  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
privie  counsall,  and  the  said  lordis  halving  continewit  thair  ansuer  to  the 
said  supplicatioun  to  the  first  counsall  day  of  Nouember  nixt ;  thairfore 
ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  convein  the  burghis  of  Perth,  Dundye, 
Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Air,  Dumfreis, 
Haddingtoun,  Forfar,  Coupar,  Bruntyland,  Kirkcaldie,  Craill,  Selkirk, 
Munros,  Dysart,  and  Brichen,  and  to  requyre  theme  to  send  thair  commis- 
sioners sufficientlie  instructed  to  meitt  and  conveyne  with  thair  commis- 
sioners at  the  said  burgh  the  tuentie  aucht  of  October  nixt  to  cum,  with 
continuatioun  of  dayes,  with  full  powar  and  commissioun  for  ressaiving  of 
the  said  ansuer  and  forder  prosecutting  of  the  said  bussines,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  forder  ruine  of  the  saids  barkers  as  thai  tender  the  weill  of 
this  estait  and  vald  preveyne  the  lyik  inconveniences  in  vther  maters  of 
gritter  importance,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 


Unlaws, 
absents. 


3.  TJnlawed  the  burghs  of  Sanctaudroes,  Couper,  and  Anstruther  Eister  for 
being  absent  from  the  convention. 


Edinbxtroh. 
27  October 
1625. 


Moderator. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun ;  Abirdein,  Paull  Meinzeis ;  Stirling, 
Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Glen ;  Sanctaudroes,  Bobert 
Taelyour ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume ;  Dumfreis, 
Fraunces  Iruing  ;  Hadingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume  ;  Forfar,  maister 
Dauid  Persoun ;  Coupar,  Dauid  Andersoun ;  Bruntyland,  Williame 
Miklejohnne ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  Lamb ;  Craill,  Johnne  Mackiesoun  ; 
Selkirk,  Maister  Johnne  Ker ;  Montrois,  Robert  Keith  ;  Dysart,  maister 
Dauid  Kinghome ;  Brichen,  Johnne  Vdnay  ;  Innemes,  Duncane  Forbas  ; 
Irwing,  Johnne  Blair. 

27  October  1625. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 
Moderator. 
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1  November  162o.  Edinburgh. 

1  November 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit  anent  the  planta-    — '- 

tioun  of  thair  kirk  at  thair  staiple  port  of  Campheir,  and  for  placeing  ane  nunbter  at 
suflScient  and  qualifiet  persone  to  be  minister  thair,  the  said  plaice  now  ^*™P^®^- 
vacand  be  deceis  of  vmquhill  Maister  Alexander  Makduf,  late  minister 

thair,  wha  deceissit  in  the  moneth  of  September  last  by  past,  and  the  saidis 
commissioners  not  willing  that  the  said  plaice  sould  vaik,  hes  resoluit  to 
supplie  the  same  with  ane  sufficient  and  qualifiet  persone  with  all  con- 
venient diligence,  and  vnderstanding  of  the  sufficiencie,  qualificatioun, 
literature,  and  bygaine  guid  \yiS  and  conversatiouu  of  Maister  George 
Syidserff,  sonne  to  Williame  Syidserflf  of  Rouchlay,  thairfore  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  hes  nominat,  elected,  and  chosen,  lyik  as  thai 
be  thir  presentis  nominattis,  electes,  and  cheises  the  said  maister  George 
to  be  ordiner  minister  of  the  said  kirk  at  thair  said  staiple  port  of  Cam- 
pheir, vpone  the  provisioun  of  mantenance  heirefter  to  be  sett  doun 
betuixt  the  saids  commissioners  and  the  said  Maister  George  ;  and  ordanis 
the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  and  Abirdein  to  pas  with 
him  to  the  richt  reuerend  father  in  God  my  lord  Archiebischop  of 
Sanct  Androes,  and  recommend  him  to  his  lordship,  earnestlie  intreatting 
his  lordship  for  ressaiving  and  admitting  of  the  said  Maister  George  to  be 
ane  actuall  minister  and  for  planting  of  him  in  the  said  kirk. 

3  November  1625. 

3.  The   commissioners   of   borrowis    beand   convenit,   compeirit   the  Commissione, 
commissioners  of  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye  and  Abirdein,  Campheir,  mis- 
and  maid  report  that  according  to  the  commission n  givin  to  theme  the  ®^^®* 

first  of  this  instant  they  past  to  the  richt  reuerend  father  in  God  Johnne 
Archiebischop  of  Sanct  Androes,  and  presented  to  him  Maister  George 
Syidserfi*  whome  they  had  elected  to  be  minister  at  thair  kirk  of  Cam- 
pheir, and  that  the  said  reuerend  father  in  God,  Johnne  Archiebischop 
of  Sanct  Androes,  vnderstanding  of  his  abilitie  and  qualificatioun,  had 
agried  to  ad  mitt  him  and  ressaive  him  to  the  said  kirk,  thairfore  the 
present  commissioners  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Dundye,  Sanct  Androes, 
Coupar  and  Craill  to  send  thair  commissioners  to   meitt  and  convein  lat 

2  D 
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Edinburgh,  the  burgh  of  Sanct  Androes  the  sevint  of  this  instant,  with  continuatioun 

1625.  of  dayes,  to  quhome  so  convenand  they  giue  thair  full  powar  and  commis- 

Commissione,  sloun  for  themeselffis  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  borrowis  to 

minister  at  deale  with  the  said  Archiebischop  of  Sanct  Androes  with  all  convenient 

Campheir,  mis-  .        .  .  ,  . 

sive.  diligence  to  graunt  ordinatioun  to  the  said  M^ister  George,  quhome  they 

haue  chosen  and  presented  to  the  vacand  ministrie  of  the  said  kirk  at 
Campheir,  and  to  admitt  him  to  the  said  plaice,  with  powar  lyikwayes  to 
the  saids  commissionaris,  in  thair  names  and  representand  the  haill  mer- 
chandis  in  this  kingdome,  to  ressaive  the  said  Maister  George  as  minister 
and  ordiner  pastor  of  the  said  kirk  ;  and  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
Contract  4.   Forsuameikle   as  the   commissioners  of  borrowis  halving  chosen 

MTve^nussive.  ^^^  presentit  Maister  George  Syidserff  to  the  ministrie  at  thair  staiple  port 
at  Campheir,  thairfore  they  haue  for  themeselffis,  and  in  name  and  behalf 
of  the  remanent  borrowis  of  this  kingdome,  agried  and  condiscendit  that 
the  said  Maister  George  sail  halve  for  his  maintenance  ane  yeirlie  stipend 
of  aucht  hundreth  guidlingis  to  be  payit  to  him  at  four  termes  in  the 
yeir,  beginning  the  first  termes  payment  at  Candlemes  nixt,  and  for  guid 
and  thankfull  payment  thairof  the  saids  commissioners  for  theme  selflSs, 
and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  borrowis  of  this  realme,  and  ^ 
halving  powar  from  theme,  bindis  and  obleissis  theme  and  thair  burghis 
to  caus   thair   coUectour  of  the   impost  apointed  to  be  vpUfted  for   de- 
fraying of  the  ministers  stipend  mak  guid  and  thankfull  payment  to  him 
at   the   termes  foresaid  during   his  residence    and    ministrie   thair ;    as 
lyikwayes  hes  ordanit  and  be  thir  presentis  ordanis  thair  present  coUectour, 
and  all  vther  thair  collectouris  in  tyme  cuming,  to  mak  thankfull  pay- 
ment to  the  said  Maister  George  of  the  said  stipend  at  the  termes  abone- 
writtin  induring  his  residence  as  said  is,  and  the  same  salbe  allowit  to 
theme  in  thair  comptes,  they  reporting  his  dischairge  theranent ;  and  for 
his   better    provisioun    they   appoint    for    his    duelling    hous    the    hous 
appointed  to  be  provydit  for  thair  pastor  in  the  contract  past  betuix  the 
commissioners  for  the  natioun  and  the  commissioners  for  his  Elxcellence 
and  the  toun  of  Campheir,  of  the  dait  at  Campheir  the  nynteia  of  November 
the  yeir  of  God  1612  yeires,  with  all  priueleges  and  immunities  belonging 
thairto.     The  whiche  stipend,  with  the  provisioun  of  the  duelling  boas 
abonewrittin,  and  with  the  cure  of  the  said  kirk,  the  said  Maister  Geoige 
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compeirand  accepted,  and  in  taiken  thairof  hes  with  the  commissioners  Edinbuhoh. 
subscrjaiit  thir  presentis,  day  moneth  and  yeir  abonewrittin  ;  and  ordains  i6257^™ 
the  premissis  to  be  rememberit  in  the  nixt  generall  missiwe,  and  ilk  burgh  to  Contract 
be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  ?ri!?^®1' ?jf ' 

*■  *>  ^  serve,  missive. 

generall  conventioun  of  burrowis  for  ratyfieing  and  approving  thair  haill 
proceidings  heiranent. 

5.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burffh  of  Edin-  Bkiinburgh, 
burgh  to  caus  defray  Maister  George  Syidserff,  minister  presentlie  elected  c^pheir^mis- 
for  serving  the  kirk  of  Campheir,  his  chairges  for  his  transportatioun  to  "^®' 

the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  and  the  said  present  commissioners  obleissis 
theme  and  thair  burghes  to  caus  the  samin  to  be  repayit  to  theme  at  the 
nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  to  direct  lettres  with  the  said  Maister  George  to  the  present 
conservatour  and  to  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  to 
ressaive  him,  and  to  thair  factouris  and  all  vthers  quhome  they  sail  think 
neidfuU,  and  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heir- 
anent to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

4  November  1625. 

6.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  compeirit  the  com-  S^^u^^?"®' 
missioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh   and    reported    how  that   James  conservator, 
Lennox,  conservatour  clerk  and  present  collectour  of  the  impost  grantit  ^  ®^  '  »»»«»»▼« 
for  defraying  of  the  ministers  stipend  at  Campheir,  had  signified  to  thair 

burgh  his  resolutioun  no  longer  to  continew  in  that  seruice  bot  till  the 
first  of  Maij  nixt  allanerlie,  and  desyrit  theme  to  provyid  for  the  said 
plaice  in  tyme,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh  to  deale  with  the  said  James  for  continuing  in  that  seruice  ; 
and  if  it  salhappin  he  cannot  be  persuadit  thairto,  gevis  full  powar  and 
commissioun  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  for  plaiceing  of  ane  sufficient 
and  qualifiet  persone  in  the  said  plaice,  and  to  wryte  to  the  conservatour 
for  his  concurrence  in  the  said  mater,  that  quho  salbe  appointed  collectour 
may  also  be  conservatour  clerk  ;  and  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  re- 
port thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  of  borrowis.  fjomnjiggiong 

7.  Forsamikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  convenit  at  the  burgh  Edinburgh^ 

^^  anent  the 

of  Edinburgh  in  August  last,  recensing  the  apparent  lose  of  the  barkers  barking,  mis- 
sive. 
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Edinburgh,     quhairby  that  tied  wes  licklie  to  decay  amangs  the  saids  frie  borrowis, 
1625.  and  they  licklie  to  lose  ane  member  of  thair  bodye,  and  that  throw  the 

new  introduced  forme  of  tanning  be  my  Lord  Erskein  and  impositioun 
layed  vpone  the  hyids,  had  thairfore  meanit  themeselflBs  to  the  lordis  of 
his  Majesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall,  who  continewit  thair  ansuer 
to  the  last  counsall  day  of  October  last,  and  seing  as  yit  they  haue  ressauit 
no  ansuer  thairof,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  to  insist  in  the 
said  supplicatioun,  and  gives  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  according  to  the  ansuer  that  salbe  gevin  with  the  first  occa- 
sioun  that  thai  sail  haue  to  con  vein  anie  of  the  saids  borrowis,  to  requyre 
theme  lyikwayes  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructit  in  the 
said  mater,  and  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
Anent  feuing  8.  The  saids  Commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  sindrie  of 

landir^i^^ive.  the  borrowis  war  redacted  to  grit  necessite  and  povertie,  pairtlie  be  setting 
out  of  thair  borrow  landis  to  thair  nichtboures  in  few  at  ane  small  availl, 
and  pairtlie  be  thair  nichtboures  quho  disponis  the  samyne  to  noblemen 
and  gentilmen  circumadjacent,  who  by  this  meanes  incroches  vpon  thair 
liberties  to  thair  utter  ruine  and  decay,  thairfore  ordains  the  same  to  be 
rememberit  in  the  nixt  generall  missiwe,  and  ilk  burght  to  be  requyrit  to 
send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun of  borrowis  for  setting  doun  of  such  lawis  and  statuttis  as  may 
prevent  the  lyik  incommoditie  in  tyme  cuming  and  for  finding  out  sum 
guid  remeid  for  helping  of  such  lyik  bygane  incommodities. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,   merchand  ;  Thomas  Weir,  peuderer  ; 

"^  *  Perth,  Andro  Gray ;  Dundie,  Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdain,  Paidl 
Meinzeis ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Scherar ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Glen ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Johnne  Lepar ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Cuninghame 
Dysart,  Alexander  Simpsoun;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume 
Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Muntros,  Maister  William  Makeane 
Couper,  Dauid  Andersoun  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Rol)ert  Alexander ;  Dum- 
freis,  Fraunceis  Irwing,;  Innernes,  Duncan  Forbas  ;  Bruntyland,  WilUamc 
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Miklejobnne  ;  Innerkeithing,  William  Blaikburne ;  Kinghorue,  Maister  £dinburob. 
Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Irwin,  James  Scott ;  Elgyne,  Maister  Johnne  Hay  ;  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^- 
Jedburgb,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johnne  Stewart ;  Wig- 
toun,  Johnne  Turner  ;  Pettinveyme,  George  Kingyow ;  Dumfermeling, 
Maister  Thomas  Wardlaw ;  Dumbartane,  Johnne  Simpill ;  Lanerick, 
James  Hammiltoun ;  Peibles,  James  Williamesoun ;  Craill,  Johnne 
Mackiesoun ;  Thayne,  Andro  MakcuUoch ;  Selkirk,  Andro  Ker ;  An- 
struther  Wester,  Robert  Richardsone  ;  Culros,  Gilbert  Gourlay  ;  Dumbar, 
George  Purves ;  Forfar,  Johnne  Mylne ;  Rothesay,  Mathow  Spens ; 
Rutherglen,  Thomas  Wilkein  ;  Northberuick,  Alexander  Lauder ;  Lauder, 
Alexander  Wilkesoun  ;  Kilranie,  Alexander  Beatoun  ;  Annand,  Harbert 
Irrwing ;  Sanquhare,  Johnne  Cochrane ;  Brichen,  Ramfrew,  Abirbrothock, 
Bamff,  Quhithome,  Forres,  Culane,  Lochmaben,  and  Naime,  (blank), 

28  March  1626. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  fii*st  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  modemtor.     Moderator. 

2.  Comperit  the  agent  and  verified  the  waiming  of  the  haill  borrowis  Waiming 
and  the  absent,  viz.,  of  Ramfrew  be  productioun  of  thair  haudwritt  of  the  ^®"^®*^' 
ressait  of  the  missive  direct  to  theme,  and  the  rest  be  George  Ramsay, 

post 

3.  Compeirit  Maister  Johnne  Hay,  commissioner  direct  be  the  burgh  Hay,  report 
of  Edinburgh,  for  themselffis  and  in  name  and   behalf  of  the  remanent  den^guds^'^r 
frie  royall  borrowis  of  this  kingdome,  to  his  Majestic,  in  the  moneth  of  ^^^^>  money 
December  last,  and  reported  how  that  he,  in  thair  names,  haiving  peti- 
tioned his  Maiestie  that  the  actes  of  parliament  maid  anent  transporta- 
tioun    of  forbidden  guides  micht  be  putt   in   executioun,   and    that  all 
licences  for  dispensing  with  the  same  micht  be  dischairged,  and  that  the 
custome  imposit  vpone  victuall  that  is  brocht  within  the  cuutrey  micht 
be  lyikwayes  dischairged,  as  lyikwayes  in  the  mater  of  the  raesing  of  the 
moneyis   mentionat   in  the  last  conventioun  of  estaittes  haldin  at  this 
burgh  in  Novembir  last,  and  that  they  micht  haif  lettres  of  mark  against 
the  commoun  enemye  for  repairing  of  such  losses  as  thai  micht  sustein, 
and  how  that  it  had  graciouslie  pleased  his  Maiestie  to  accept  and  con- 
saive  of  thair  petitiounes,  and  thairfore  had  directit  his  missive  lettir  to 
the  lordis  of  bis  Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall,  willing  theme 


VIC- 


214  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Bdivburoh.     by  act  of  couiisell  to  dischairge  the  transportatioun  of  all  guides  forbid- 

— — :  den  to  be  transportit  by  actes  of  parliament  and  all  licences  grantit  to 

anent  ^)?bid-    ^^0  contrario,  excepting  onlie  such  licences  as  sould  be  grauntit  by  his 
tiudLmone*^'  Maiesties  particular  directioun  and   warrand  ;  as  also  willing  theme  to 
dischairge  all  customes  imposit  vpone  forraine  victuall  and  to  mak  inti- 
matioun  thairof ;  and  anent  the  mater  of  the  money  how  that  his  Males- 
tie  fund  it  reasonable  that  if  the  money  sould  be  reased  that  his  whole 
subjectes  micht  haue   delyverit  bak  at  the   nixt  terme  thairefter  such 
moneyis  at  the  lyik  value  as  wes  givin  furth  by  theme,  and  tbairfore 
willing  theme  to  tak  such  course  heirin  as  they  sould  find  best  for  the 
publict  Weill  and  the  borrowis  satisfactioun  ;  and  as  for  the  lettres  of  mark, 
•  his  Maiestie  wes  weill  pleased  to  graunt  the  samin  and  thairfore  requyrit 
the  said  lordis  to  grant  the  same  to  all  his  subjectes  that  wer  interest, 
vpone  assurance  for  doeing  of  such  thinges  as  wer  accustomed  to  be  per- 
formit  in  such  caices,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  his  Maiesties  lettre 
direct  to  the  saids  lordis  theranent  quho  had  continewit  thair  ansuer  till 
the  penult  of  this  instant    With  the  which  proceidings  the  borrowis  pre- 
sentlie  convenit  being  acquainted,  they  for  themeselffis,  and  in  name  of 
thair   haill   borrowis   and   successouris,  does   ratifie  and   approve    in   all 
thinges  ;    and  thairfore  ordanis  that   they  insist,  till   they  ressaive   ane 
finall  ansuer  in  the  saids  particulars,  and  hairtilie  does  thank  his  Maiestie 
for  his  gracious  rememberance  of  theme,  for  the  whiche  they  doe  promeis 
evir  to  continew  his  Maiesties  most  loyall  and  obedient  subjectes,  to  oflFer 
thair  lyffes  and  guides  in  all  his  Maiesties  royall  seruices.    And  farder  the 
said  maister  Johnne  produced  ane  lettre  direct  to  theme  from  his  Majestie 
quhairin  he  was  intrustit   for  proponing  to  thair  consideratioun  certau 
articles,  and,  first,  that  it  vald  pleis  theme  to  compone  for  the  extraor- 
dinar  taxatioun  by  paying  the  lyik  soume  for  the  same  as  is  payit  for 
the  ordinar  ;  nixt,  that  it  vald  pleis  theme  to  advance  to  his  Maiestie 
thair  pairt  of  the  taxatioun  for  furneissing  of  these   schips  which   his 
Maiestie  is  to  sett  furth  for  the  publict  defence  of  the  realme,  with  thair 
advyse  anent  'the  number  that  salbe  fitt  for  that  purpose  and  maner  of 
furnisching  ;  thridlie,  to  sie  quhat  farder  help  besyid  the  taxatioun  they 
vald  graunt  and  give  for  secunding  his  Maiesties  so  worthie  and  neces- 
sarie  designe  quhen  they  sould  sie  the  same  sett  fordvard  ;  fourtlie,  quhen 
anie  fortressis  or  defences  ar  maid  within   anie  burgh   or  neir  thervnto 
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that  the  inhabitantis  thairof  may  in  sum  measure  contribute  by  the  tra-  ^S^^u^^oa 
vellis  of  men  in  sua  far  as  thai  may  convenientlie  doe  to  help  theme  who -— 

,  H^Ji  report 

sail  haive  chairge  frome  his  Maiestie ;  and  last,  declaired  that  he  had  sum  anent  forbid- 
farder  to  impairt  to  theme  frome  his  Maiestie  whiche  in  tyme  convenient  tuaii%ioiiey! 
he    sould   impairt.      With   the  whiche   propositiounes   and    articles   the 
saidis  commissioners  being  advysit  they  humblie  thank  his  Maiestie  for 
his  princelie  and  royall  cair  over  this  his  ancient  kingdome  and  continewis 
thair  forder  ansuere  to  the  morne. 


29  March  1C2C. 

4.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  beand  convenit  and  beand  ryplie  Continuatione 
advysit  with  the  articles  proponit  to  theme  be  maister  Johnne  Hay,  and  proponed^  "^ 
whiche  wer  intrusted  to  him  be  his  Maiestie,  oure  dread  Soveraine,  and 
as  necessitie  does  compell  theme  to  profes  the  grit  and  eminent  dainger 
quhairvnto  they  lye  exposed  by  thair  waiknes  if  anie  forraine  enemy 
sould  mak  invasioun  vpone  anie  pairt  of  this  cuntrey,  and  especiallie 
vpone  the  borrowis,  so  they  most  lyikwayes  acknowledge  his  Maiesties 
fatherlie  and  princelie  cair  towards  theme,  for  the  whitch  they  are 
auchtin  to  his  Maiestie  both  thair  lyifFes  and  guides,  and  thairfore  at  all 
occasiounes  sail  studie  to  schaw  thair  guid  affectiounes  by  thair  actiounes, 
bot  since  the  maters  proponit  ar  of  that  consequence  and  wecht  and  that 
they  had  no  particular  advyse  in  non  of  theme  frome  thair  borrowis, 
thairfore  for  better  effectuatting  of  his  Maiesties  desyres  in  sua  far  as 
lyes  within  the  vttermost  reache  of  thair  powar,  they  hawe  thocht  guid 
for  giving  his  Maiestie  the  better  satisfactioun,  before  anie  ansuere  be 
givin  to  the  saids  propositiounes,  to  advyse  with  thair  borrowis  ther- 
anent,  for  the  whiche  caus  the  present  commissioners,  for  themeselffis  and 
in  name  and  behalf  of  thair  borrowis,  ilk  commissioner  taking  the  bur- 
dein  in  and  vpone  him  for  his  owne  burgh,  does  obleis  themeselffis  to 
retume  themeselffis  with  ampill  and  sufficient  commissioun  frome  thair 
borrowis,  or  that  thair  burgh  sail  send  commissioners  sufficientlie  in- 
structit  for  giving  ansuer  to  the  saids  articles,  and  to  meit  and  convein  at 
this  burgh  the  auchtein  of  Apryle  nixt,  which  day  they  haive  appointit  and 
appointes  to  be  the  first  day  of  thair  said  meitting,  with  continuatioun  of 
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Edinburgh,     dayes,  and  that  without  anie  forder  citatioun  to  be  maid  to  theme,  vnder 
— '  the  payne  of  xl  lib.  of  vnlaw  to  ilk  burgh  absent  the  said  day. 


30  March  1626. 

Agent,  Rae,  6.  On  the  supplication  of  William  Rae  to  be  freed  of  his  surety  for  David 

Porterfeild,       Porterfeild,  factor  at  Campheir,  the  commissioners  ordained  the  fiactor  to  find  other 

caution  at  next  general  convention. 

Commissione  ^-  Gave  power  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  convene  certain  burghs  "  anent 

barkers,  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  the  barkers.*' 

missive. 


Forbidden 
g}idSj  etc. 


Commissione, 
Glasgow,  etc. 


Penall  statuts, 
missive. 


Factors, 
missive. 


31  March  1G26. 

7.  Oi*dained  the  commissioners  present  to  intimate  the  letter  mentioned  in 
the  third  act  of  this  convention  to  the  burghs  at  their  homecoming,  and  require 
them  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  convention  sufficiently  in- 
stnicted  thereanent. 

8.  Ordained  the  burghs  following  to  intimate  to  the  burghs  absent,  viz., 
Glasgow  to  Ramfi-ew,  Munros  to  Brichen  and  Abirbrothok,  Wigtoun  to 
Quhithome,  Elgyne  to  Forres,  Culane  and  Banff;  and  Invemes  to  Naime, 
the  whole  proceedings  of  this  convention  and  articles  to  be  concluded  on  18th 
April  next. 

9.  Anent  that  pairt  of  his  Majesties  lettere  concerning  the  putting 
to  executioun  the  actes  of  parliament  maid  anent  transportatioun  of  for- 
bidden guides,  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie 
instructit  for  condiscending  vpone  the  seuerall  guides  they  sail  think  meit 
not  to  be  comprehendit  within  the  said  generalitie  and  vpone  quhat  restric- 
tiounes  and  provisiounes. 

1 0.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  being  informit  that  the  factouris 
at  Campheir,  notwithstanding  that  thai  ar  bund  be  diuers  actes  of 
borrowis  to  vnderlye  such  iniunctiounes  as  is  alreddie  sett  doun  be  the 
borrowis  and  such  vther  as  thai  sail  think  neidfuU  for  the  weill  of  the 
natioun  tredding  thair,  does  not  obey  the  same,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk 
burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructit 
for  taking  ane  solid  and  satlit  course  with  the  saids  factouris  and  for 
appointing  of  vthers  factouris  in  plaice  of  the  present  factouris  in  caice 
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thai  sail  continew  in  thair  contumacie,  and  ordanis  the  same  to  be  eikit  Edinburgh. 

^       .  11       •     •         v  r         X     •    *  31  March  1626. 

to  the  generall  missiwe  be  way  of  postcnpt.  


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  fsTpriu^ie. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,   Thomas  Weir  ;    Perth,   Andro  Gray  ; 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander  Japhray  ; 
Stirling,    Johnne    Scherare ;    Lynlithgow,    James    Glen ;     Sanctandroes, 
Johnne  Lepar  ;    Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;   Air,  Johnne  Osburne ;    Dysart, 
Alexander  Simpsoun  ;     Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;     Kirk- 
caldte,    Johnne    Williamesoun ;     Montrose,    Patrik    Liehtoun  ;     Couper, 
Dauid    Anderson  ;    Anstruther    Eister,     Robert    AJexander ;     Dumfreis, 
Fraunces     Irwing ;     Innemes,     be     ratificatioun     producit     be     agent ; 
Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne  ;  Innerkeithing,  William  Blaikburne  ; 
Kinghome,    Maister   Bobert   Cuninghame ;     Brichen,    Dauid   Lindesay ; 
Irwing,   James  Scott ;    Elgyne,   Robert  Hardie ;    Jedburgh,   Alexander 
Kirktoun  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johnne  Ewart ;   Wigtoun,  Williame  Dumbar ; 
Pettinveyme,  George  Kinghome  ;  Dumfermeling,  Maister  Thomas  Ward- 
law  ;  Dumbartane,   Johnne  Simple ;  Ramfrew,   George  Hall  ;   Lanerick, 
James  Hammiltoun  ;   Abirbrothik,   Maister  Johnne  Grainger  ;    Peibles, 
James  Williamesoun  ;  Craill,  Johnne  Mackiesoun  ;  Selkirk,  Andro  Ker  ; 
Anstruther   Wester,    Robert    Ritchardsoun  ;     Culros,    Gilbert    Gourlay  ; 
Dumbar,    George    Purves  ;    Bamff,    Thomas   Scherone  ;    Forfar,    Patrik 
Suittie ;  Rothesay,  be  ratificatioun  produced  be  Glasgow ;   Forres,  Thomas 
Tulloch  ;    Rutherglen,   Thomas  Wilkein ;   Northberuick,   Johnne   Mure  ; 
Lauder,   Alexander  Wilkesoun  ;  Kilrenie,   Alexander  Beatoun  ;  Annand, 
Walter  Myller ;  Lochmavin,  Adam  Johnnestoun  ;  Sanquhar,  be  ratifica- 
tioun producit  be  Dumfreis ;   Thayne,  Quhithorne,  Culane,   and  Nairne 
Q)lanlc), 

18  April  1626. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,    first   in    commission    for    Edinburgh,    elected  Moderator. 
moderator. 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  efter  deliberatioun  Answers  to  the 
taikin  anent  the  first  article  proponit  be  Maister  Johnne  Hay  frome  his  the  taxatione, 
Maiestie  for  componing  for  the  extraordiner  taxatioun  by  paying  thairfore  "^hipping,  etc. 

2  E 
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f8^Aprifi626  ^  ^^y  P^y  ^^^  ^^  ordinare,  the  present  commissioners  findis  that  the 
Answers  to  the  P^^^^^^®  ^f  ^^^  maist  pairt  of  the  borrowis  is  so  grit  that  they  find  theme- 
articles  anent  solffis  be  nowayes  subject  to  the  said  extraordiner  taxatioun,  cousiddering 
■chipping,  etc.  that  within  a  grit  pairt  of  the  saids  burghis  thair  ar  no  persones  that  hes 
so  much  money  furth  vpone  annuell  as  may  bring  theme  vnder  the  com- 
pas  of  the  said  extraordiner  taxatioun,  and  thairfore  findis  it  meittest  that 
the  same  be  left  indifferent,  that  such  as  ar  vnder  the  compas  thairof  may 
compone  or  not  compone  as  they  sail  find  the  same  necessar  and  expedient 
for  the  Weill  of  thair  inhabitantis.  And  anent  the  second  article  concern- 
ing the  advancing  to  his  Maiestie  thair  pairt  of  the  taxatioun  for  fumeis- 
sing  of  these  schips  which  his  Maiestie  is  to  sett  furth  for  the  publict 
defence  of  the  cuntrey,  the  saids  commissioners  does  humblie  acknawledge 
his  Maiestie  favour  and  princelie  cair  towards  this  his  ancient  kingdome, 
regraitting  thair  owne  inhabilitie  to  satisfie  his  Maiesties  princelie  desyre, 
humblie  intreatting  his  Maiestie  that  quhair  thair  meanes  and  habilitie 
ar  not  ansuerabill  to  thair  hairts  and  guid  afifectiounes,  to  accept  of  ane 
willing  mynd  which  they  sail  euir  be  reddie  to  maniefest  to  his  Maiestie 
by  thair  true  and  loyable  seruice  in  all  his  Maiesties  efFaires,  to  the 
efFusioun  of  thair  blood  and  sacrificing  of  thair  lyiffes,  protesting  that  this 
thair  not  yeilding  to  that  his  Maiesties  so  guid  desyre  does  onlie  proceid  of 
thair  owne  knowne  povertie  and  inhabilitie,  acknowledging  that  thair  can 
be  no  strenth  more  stedable  to  this  cuntrey  for  resisting  of  forraine  inva- 
sioun  then  that  of  schipping,  quhairin  they  refer  themeselffis  to  his 
Maiesties  princelie  and  fatherlie  cair,  whairon  they  repose  and  relye  as 
vpone  thair  onlie  strenth  (vnder  God)  in  all  thinges  concerning  thair 
saiftie  and  schrewding  theme  frome  such  lyik  forraine  offence.  And 
anent  the  thrid  article,  for  sieing  quhat  forder  help  besyid  the  taxatioun 
they  vauld  graunt  and  give  for  secunding  his  Maiesties  so  worthie  and 
necessarie  designe  quhen  they  sould  sie  the  same  sett  fordvard,  the  saids 
commissioners  declaires  and  promeissis  they  sail  at  all  tymes,  according  to 
thair  powar,  be  reddie  with  the  rest  of  the  estaittes  to  contribute  thair 
best  help  for  furtherance  of  that  his  Maiesties  designe  quhen  they  salbe 
requyrit.  And  last,  anent  the  help  craived  by  the  labour  and  trauellis  of 
men  for  bigging  of  such  fortressis  and  defenssis  as  salbe  build  within  anie 
burgh  or  neir  thirvnto,  the  saids  commissioners  findis  the  same  verie 
expedient,  and  thairfore  does  heirby  promeis  that  in  quhat  burghis  or  neir 
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vnto  quhat  burffhis  it  sail  pleis  his  Maiestie  to  caus   build   fortressis  or  Edinburgh. 
defenses  that  the  borrowis  nixt  adjacent  sail  caus  these  inhabitantis  contri- 


bute  thair   trauellis   and  laboures   so   far   as  thai  expedientlie  may  for  articles  anent 
assisting  of  these  who   sail   halve   chairge  in   the   saidis  workes.     And  ^hippSg^ete. 
ordanis  ane  missiwe  lettre  to  be  drawin  vpone  thair  names  to  be  direct  to 
his    Maiestie,    keiping    the    substance    abonewrittin,    and     ordanis     the 
moderatour  and  ane  pairt  of  the  present  commissioners  and  thair  clerk  to 
subscryve  the  same,  for  the  quhilk  this  present  act  salbe  thair  warrand. 

22  April  1626. 

3.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  it  is  thocht  fitt  and  Commisnone, 

Edinburgh, 

expedient  that  inrespect  of  the  diuers  and  wechtie  eflfaires  that  does  so  particular 
oft  occur  concerning  this  estait  betuixt  generall  conventiounes,  and  the  ^^^"^^^  ^°^®* 
saids  borrowis  lyand  far  distant  frome  vthers,  dispersit  through  the  haill 
comers  of  this  kingdome,  swa  that  thai  haif  not  occasioun  of  convening 
for  consulting  and  deliberatting  vpone  the  saids  effaires,  thairfore  and  for 
prevening  of  all  inconvenience  this  estait  may  incur,  ordeans  that  quhen- 
soeuir  anie  thing  sail  occur  that  may  import  this  estait  that  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh,  according  as  thai  sail  get  notice  of  these  occurrences,  sail  con- 
vein  the  nixt  adjacent  borrowis,  with  such  vthers  as  thai  saU  think  the 
saids  maters  sail  maist  concerne,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  tuelflf  borrowes 
at  the  fewest,  that  course  may  be  taiken  with  a  mutuall  and  vniforme 
consent  of  the  best  expedient  in  all  thinges,  and  this  to  be  the  onlie  course 
to  be  taikin  in  all  tyme  cuming  notwithstanding  of  anie  preceiding  actes. 

4.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie,  Dysart,  Montrose  and  Dundye  to  pro-  Sutie,  certane 
duce  to  next  general  convention  certain  persons  **  for  taking  ordour  with  George  ^y"°^^  ™"" 
Suittie,  merchand,  anent  the  impost  grantit  to  him  ...  or  els  to  caus  the  saids 
persoimes  mak  payment  to  him  of  his  dewties." 

5.  Forsameikle  as  the  borrowes,  haiving  drawin  vp  ane  ansuer  to  be  Commiamone, 
givin  to  his  Majesties  lettere  direct  to  theme  and  anent  the  propositiounes 
proponit  be  Maister  Johnne  Hay  to  theme  in  his  Majestes  name,  the 
commissioners  ordanis  the  moderator  to  haue  ane  cair  to  direct  the  said 
letter  to  Sir  Williame  Alexander  secretarie  to  his  Majestic  and  ordanis 
ane  missive  to  be  direct  to  the  said  Sir  Williame  in  thair  names  recom- 
mending the  said  mater  to  his  cair,  with  ane  intreattie  for  interponing  his 
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Edinburgh. 


credeit  at  his  Majesties  handis  thairin  for  the  reasounes  the  same  does 
— EL_ — -  contein,  and  for  continuance  of  his  Majesties  favour,  as  thai  salbe  reddie  at 
all  occasiounes  to  requyt  his  kyndnes  in  quhat  in  them  lyes. 


Commissiono, 
moderator. 


DUMBAR. 

4  July  1626. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dumbar. 


Citatioua. 

Moderator. 

Floures  of 
ineittiiig. 

Outland  bur- 
gefnis,  etc. 


Edinburgh,  Johnne  Macknacht,  Williame  Nemock;  Perth,  Andro 
Gray  ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Vedast  Low- 
sou  n  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Sherare ;  Lynlithgow,  Thomas  Vduard ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Robert  Taelyeour ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume, 
younger ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Simpsoun ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James 
Ookbume  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun ;  Muntrose,  Johnne  Gairdin; 
Couper,  Robert  Pitersoun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mertein  ;  Dum- 
freis,  Fraunces  Irwing ;  Innemes,  Duncan  Forbes ;  Bruntyland,  Maister 
Andro  Wilsoun  ;  Innerkeithing,  Williame  Blaikbume  ;  Kinghome,  Johnne 
Kirkcaldie  ;  Brichen,  Williame  Lyoun ;  Irwin,  James  Scott ;  Elgyne, 
Williame  Leslie  ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johnne 
Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  Patrik  Edzear ;  Dumbartane,  Johnne  Sempill  ; 
Lanerick,  Gedioun  Jak  ;  Peibles,  Johnne  Lewis ;  Craill,  Patrik  Hunter  ; 
Selkirk,  Johnne  Flescheour ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Williame  Dairsie  ;  Culros, 
Andro  Gibsoun  ;  Dumbar,  George  Swan,  George  Purves  ;  BamflF,  Archibald 
Gregour ;  Forres,  Andro  Forbas  ;  Lauder,  Mark  Sandersoun ;  Dumfermeling, 
Ramfrew,  Abirbrothok,  Quhithome,  Forfar,  Rothesay,  Northberuick,  and 
Annand,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Rutherglen, 
be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be  Glasgow ;  Bolrane,  be  exemp- 
tioun and  ratificatioim  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister;  Thayne,  ratifica- 
tioun producit  be  agent ;  Pettinveyme,  Nairne,  Culane,  Lochmaben,  and 
Sanquhare  {blank). 

4  July  1C26. 

1.  The  commissioner  of  Dumbar  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  George  Swane,  fii-st  in  commission  for  Dumbar,  elected  moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking  and  voting 
sauie  as  last  general  convention. 

4.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention. 
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5.  The  commissioners  having  found  that  the  burghs  had  observed  the  7th  act  Dumbar. 
of  last  general  convention,  of  new  ordained   each   burgh  to  put  the  same  to  ^  Ju^y  1^26. 
execution.  Measure  of 

6.  Finding  that  the  burghs  had  satisfied  the  1 2th  act  of  last  general  conven-  |  *^;       . 
tion,  the  commissioners  "  recommends  the  samin  to  them  of  new  to  be  fuUie  and  commissioners 
inviolablie  keiped  in  all  tyme  cuming."  to  oarliament 

7.  Finding  the  29th  act  of  last  general  convention  to  have  been  observed  by  tions. 

all  the  burghs,  the  commissioners   ordained  the  observance  thereof  in  all  time  Act,  bill  of 
coming.  laidning. 

8.  The  agent  produced  letters  of  horning  against  Baell  and  Touch  as  required  Agent,  dili- 
by  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention  and  he  was  ordained  to  do  further  f^if a^ 
diligence.  Touch,  missive. 

9.  The  burgh  of  Montrose  having  fulfilled  the  1 0th  act  of  last  general  con-  Montrose,  dili- 
vention,  the  unlaw  formerly  incurred  by  them  was  discharged.  unfreeTraders 

missive. 

5  July  1626. 

10.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit   anent  the  grit  Factors  in 
hurt  sustenit  be  the  traflBcquers  of  this  natioun  to  Fraunce  through  the  sive.    ' 
factours  thair,  who,  not  contenting  themeselffis  with  the  benefeit  of  thair 
factorie  and   quhat  may  redound  to  theme   therby,  bot  becummes  mer- 
chandis  and  buyis  to  thair  awin  vse  all  kynd  of  commodities  that  cummes 
frome  this  natioun,  so  that  all  vther  merchandis  that  imployis  theme  ar 
frustrat  of  the  saell  of  thair  guides  till  the  saids  factouris  guides  be  first 
dispatchit ;   as  lyikwayes,  the  saids  factouris,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  the 
merchandis,  when  they  haif  maid  sell  of  the  merchandis  guidis  and  hes 
givin  compt  therof,  yit  does  mak  such  rebaittes  at  the  payment  as  the 
merchands  ar  grittumlie  frustrat  of  thair  expectit  proflfeit,  and  not  onlie 
heirby  they  preiudge   the  merchandis  bot  also  makkis  all  banquerouttis 
fall  into  thair  bands,  nather  doe  thay  mak  payment  to  thair  merchandis 
in  such  speces  of  money  as  they  sould,  to  the  gritt  hurt  of  the  haill 
natioun  tredding  to  these  pairtis ;  with  the  whiche  abuses  the  saids  com- 
missioners being  aduysit  they  as  of  befoir  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair 
commissioneris  suflScientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis  with  such  overtures  as  they  sail  think  requisite  for  preventing  of 
such  lyik   incommodities  in  tyme  cuming,  vnder  the   payne  of  tuentie 
pundis  ilk  burgh. 
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DuMBAR.  1 1 .  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Culane  to  proceed  in  their  elections,  <kc.,  and  the 

6  July  1626.      burgh  of  Aberdein  to  take  trial,  as  required  by  the  23d  act  of  last  general  con- 

Culane,  vention,  and  previo*is  acts. 

magistrats, 

commoun 

lands,  missive.  1 2.   Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair 

Suspentione,     commissioner  sufficientlie  instructit  for  setting  doun  ane  satlit  course  with 

xnaistdr  of  

Forbes  and  tlie  maistcr  of  Forbas  and  laird  of  Hairthill  for  thair  faires  of  Sanct 
^ntldiiigence  ^^''^ill  ^^^  Sanct  Laurence  faires,  the  saids  commissioners  being  advysit 
missive.  therwith,  thai  ordaine  the  agent  to  cans  call  the  suspensioun   depending 

betuixt  the  borrowis  and  theme  and  to  insist  therintill,  and  ordanLs  the 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye  and  Abirdein  to  concur  and  attend 
the  decisioun  thairof,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

Burghs  of  13.   Act   passed   in    terms  similar   to   the    14th    act  of  last  general  oon- 

baronie,  Edin- . . 

burgh,  miMive.  vention. 

Haddingtoun,  14.  Act  passed  in  terms   similar  to  the   15th   act   of  last   general   con- 

Mortoun,  mis-    vention. 
Bive 

Dumbar  Dum-         ^^'  ^^'  -^^^^^  ^^®  \^th  and  2 2d  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  com- 
frois,  electione,  missioners  found  that  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  had  proceeded  in  their  last  election 
magistrats.        conform  to  the  acts,  and  ordained  them  to  observe  the  same  in  future. 
^^"Ij^^Sib  ^^*  Anent  the  17th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  found 

etc.,  missive.     ^^^^^  the   burgh  of  Linlithgow  had  done  diligence,  and  ordained  them  to  take 

fui'ther  pn>ceedings  against  unfree  traders. 
l^to°*fi^^"  ^^'  "^^^  commissioners  ratified  and  approved  of  the  34th  act  of  the  general 

ratifioatione.     convention  held  on  14th  July  last. 

Conservator,  ld>  The  commissioners  ratified  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  burghs  men- 

articles,  mis.     tioned  in  the  5l8t  act  of  last  general  convention,  with  the  articles  and  instrao- 

tions  set  down  to  the  conservator. 

A  bulges  anent  20.   Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  concerning   the   fischine   and 

Aft  £k  ft      «  ^7  ^7 

missive.  ^^*  forme  of  barrell,  mentionat  in  the  24  act  of  the  said  last  conventioun 
haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  the  sevint  day  of  Julij  last,  the  saids 
commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  mak  intimatioun  of  the 
saids  actes  maid  anent  the  6sching,  viz.,  the  act  maid  anent  the  forme  of 
barrell  at  Edinburgh  the  1 2  of  Julij  1 61 G,  the  act  maid  anent  the  fisching 
at  Dumfreis  1G2  2,  and  the  act  maid  at  Glasgow  the  said  last  generall 
conventioun,  to  thair  merchandis,  skippers,  coupers,  and  vthers  quhome 
the  same  does  conceme.  and  to  putt  the  same  to  dew  executioun  in  all 
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the  pointes  thairof,  conforme  to  the  tennouris  of  the  samyn,  vnder  the  Dumbar. 

paines  contenit  in  the  saids  actes ;  as   also  considdering  that  the  said      ^^ L_ 

fisching  is  the  grittest  benefeit  this  cuntrey  does  eflfoord,  and  through  thefirohSg^* 
sindrie  abuses  the  same  does  turne  not  onlie  to  the  hurt  of  the  merchand  ™i«8ive. 
tredders  with  the  saids  waires  bot  also  to  the  disgraice  of  the  haill 
natioun  in  these  pairts  whither  the  saids  commodities  is  transportit, 
thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie  in- 
structit  with*  thair  best  overtures  for  remeid  thairof  and  preventing  the 
lyik  incoramoditie  in  tyme  cuming,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heir- 
anent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the  payne  of 
fourtie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 

21.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  draw  Clerk,  statute, 
furth  all  and  quhatsumeuir  actes  and  statuttes  that  hes  bein  maid  in  anie  sive.  ' 
tyme  heirtofoir  concerning  the  staiple  port,  conservatour,  or  factoures, 
with  all  and  quhatsumeuir  lawis  maid  be  the  borrowis  for  governing  of 
the  natioun  thair,  and  to  mak  tuo  buikes  thairof,  ane  to  be  delyverit  to 
the  conservatour  to  be  keiped  be  him  at  the  said  staiple  port  and  to  be 
signed  be  him,  and  the  vther  to  be  keiped  amongst  the  rest  of  the 
registers,  and  he  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 

22.  Dispensed  with  the  unlaws  incurred  by  certain  burghs  for  being  absent  Dischairge, 
from  conventions.  ""^y**- 

6  July  1626. 

23.  The  commissioners  found  that  the  burgh  of  Innemes  had  observed  the  Innernes  con- 
5th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  ordained  them  to  take  farther  proceedings  comptone  ^ 
against  unfree  traders.  missive. 

24.  Anent  the  aucht  act  of  the  particular  conventioun  [held  on  4th  ^tatut,  setting 

^  L  of  commoun 

November  16251,   the  saids  commissioners  being  ryplie  avysit  therwith  lands  in  few  or 

talc   missive 

for  preventing  the  lyik  incommoditeis  in  tyme  cuming  and  till  farder  ' 
course  be  taiken  for  remeid  and  help  of  such  borrowis  as  ar  alreadie 
ruinat  be  such  kynd  of  dealing,  hes  thocht  gind,  statut,  and  ordained,  and 
be  thir  presentis  statuttis  and  ordanis  that  no  burgh  sett  furth  thair  com- 
moun landis,  fischingis,  watters,  mylnis,  or  quhatsumeuir  vther  thinges 
perteining  to  thair  commoun  guid,  or  anie  pairt  thairof,  in  few  or  tack  to 


1^. 
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J'lJ**®^"'         anie  persounes  quhatsumeuir,  bot  at  the  hiest  availl,  and  that  onlie  to 

— thair  nichtbouris,  actuall   residents,  merchandis,  and  crafbismen  within 

ofc^nnrnoun"^  thair  buFgh,  beiring  all  portable  chairges  within  the  samin,  and  with 
tttk'^mlLavo  ^^  sp^ciall  provisioun  and  conditioun  that  if  it  salhappin  the  saids  burgessis 
to  dispone  thair  few  or  tak  to  anie  persoun  bot  to  ane  burges  of  the  same 
burgh,  merchand  or  tredsmen  duelling  within  the  burgh,  and  beiring 
portable  chairges  therin,  and  with  provisioun  that  thair  aires,  not  being 
burgessis  and  residents  within  the  burgh,  or  not  beiring  portable  chairges 
therin,  in  that  caice  the  saids  fewis  or  takkis  to  fall  and  retume  to  the 
toun  bak  againe  without  any  farder  proces  of  law,  so  that  it  sail  not  be 
laufuU  to  anie  persoun  to  bruik  anie  pairt  of  the  commoun  guid  of  anie 
burgh  bot  such  persounes  as  ar  merchandis  or  tredismen  within  the 
burghis,  actuall  residentis,  and  beiring  all  portable  chairges  with  thair 
nichtboures  therin ;  and  farder,  in  caice  it  ^Ihappin  anie  burgessis  to 
dispone  thair  fewis  or  takkis  to  persones  of  vthir  degrie  or  qualitie  nor  is 
abovewrittin,  in  that  caice  it  sail  not  be  lawful!  to  the  burgh  to  ressaive 
such  lyik  persone  for  tennent  in  thair  plaice,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane 
hundreth  pundis,  toties  quoties,  to  be  payit  be  the  burgh  delinquent  to  the 
borrowis,  and  nuilative  of  the  fewes  or  takkis  so  sett ;  and  ordanis  ilk 
commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  present  act  to  thair  borrowis  at  thair 
home  cuming,  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  lib.,  and  this 
to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive ;  and  in  caice  thair  occur  ane  parlia- 
ment bctuixt  and  the  nixt  conventioun  that  this  present  statut  be  remem- 
berit  and  sought  to  be  ratified  therin  with  quhat  farder  additioun  salbe 
thocht  neidfuU  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis. 

Iiinonio«,  com-  25.  Ordained  the  burgb  of  Innemes  to  roup  and  put  their  common  good  and 
mlliirve?"  "'      common  lands  to  the  highest  avail,  and  to  produce  a  perfect  rental  of  the  same 

at  next  general  convention. 
Act,  flic  torn  2G,  27.  The  conservator  having  reported  that  certain  of  the  &ctor8  had 

wyfoM,  ImioWh,  declined  to  comply  with  the  28th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  comnus- 
(liliKouoo,  miB-  sioners  of  new  ratified  the  same,  and  ordained  that  such  of  the  factors  as  did  not 
"ivo-  obey  the  act  before  Ist  January  next  should  be  deprived  "  of  thair  offices  and 

of  all  benefit  of  the  natioun." 

Victuaii,  28.   Ancnt  the  1 9th  act  of  the  last  general  conventioun  .  .  .  com- 

Kuucu,  rni«.ive.  pcrit  the  conimissioiiers  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  maid  report  of 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  225 

thair  proceidings  with  the  saids  lord  is  in  the  said  mater  of  victuall  imme-  DuitBAR. 
diatlie  efter  thair  retume  frome  the  said  last  generall  conventioun,  to-  - 


gether  with  thair  proceidings  in  the  moneth  of  Apryle  last  with  the  saids  burroues,  diii- 

lordis  in  the  said  mater,  quhairby  it  was  agriet  and  condiscendit  vpone  fi?®^ce»  missive. 

that  the  victuall  cuming  to  such  rates  it  sould  be  leasume  to  the  merchand 

to  import  forraine  victuall  at  thair  pleasure ;  as  lyikwayes  at  all  tymes  to 

import  rye  frame  the  eister  seyis,  vnder  provisioun  the  samin  sould  nocht 

be  sauld  within  the  cuntrey  except  the  victuall  did  aryse  to  such  pryices 

as  wes  then  agriet  vpone;  as  lyikwayes  it  sould  be  laufuU  to  the  mer- 

chandis  within  the  cuntrey  to  export  victual  without  anie  licence,  the 

samin  being  within  the  saidis  raittes ;  whiche  agriement  haith  not  as  yit 

bein  inacted  be  the  saids  lordis  nor  publicatioun  maid  therof ;  thairfore 

the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burghis  that  ar  ordanit 

to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the  tent  of  this  instant  to  petitioun  the  lordis  of 

his  Maiesties  counsell  for  publicatioun  of  the  said  statute,  and  to  report 

thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

29.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  the  com-  Commissione, 
missioun  of  the  grievances  is  renewit,  and  considdering  withall  the  grit  barkmg,  wool, 
hurt  sustenit  be  the  haill  cuntrey  in  the  mater  of  transportatioun  of  wooU,  ^y*^^^"^'  ^^^' 
as  lyikwayis  of  transportatioun  of  scheip  and  nolt,  as  lyikwayes  the  grit 
hurt  sustenit  be  the  haill  barkeris  of  this  kingdome  and  lieges  be  the  new 
forme  of  tanning  introduced  be  my  Lord  Erskein,  and  impositioun  layed 
vpone  the  lether  not  onlie  barkit  and  tan  nit  within  this  cuntrey  bot  all 
lether  importit  to  this  cuntrey  frome  forraine  pairtis,  thairfore  ordanis  the 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  L3mlithgow, 
Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Haddingtoun,  Kirkcaldie  and  Munros  and  Couper, 
to  meit  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tent  of  this  instant, 
with  continuatioun  of  dayis,  to  treat  and  conclud  anent  the  best  meanes 
for  preventing  of  the  farder  grouth  of  the  saids  hurtis  and  prosecutting 
of  the  same  before  the  commissioners  that  ar  appointed  be  his  Maiestie 
for  heiring  of  the  greivances  at  such  tymes  as  it  sail  happin  the  saids 
commissioners  to  sitt :  to  which  borrowis  sua  convenand,  or  maist  pairt 
of  theme,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  grantis  and  gives  thair  full 
powar  and  commissioun  to  doe  into  the  saids  maters  quhatsumeuir  they 
micht  doe  themselffis  as  they  sail  think  maist  expedient  for  the  weill  of 
the  borrowis,  with  powar  also  to  the  sai<ls  burghis  convenand  to  vnlaw 

2  F 


Ik. 
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PiMBAR.  the  absents  in  ane  vnlaw  of  xx  lib.  ;  as  lyikwayes,  the  saids  commission- 
'-'  ' .  ."  ' —  ers  of  borrowis  bindis  and  obleissis  [thame]  and  thair  successouris  to  abyd 
8.heip,  noit,  and  lemayne  at  thair  conclusiounes  and  determinatiounes  in  the  saids 
fisdung,'  mis'-  *  Plater  and  to  ratifie  and  approve  thair  haill  proceidings  therin ;  and 
wvo.  farder,  the  present  commissioners  vnderstanding  that  the  mater  of  the 

teind  of  the  fisching  of  the  Yles  oft  treattit  vpone  be  the  saids  borrowis 
and  Brys  Sempill  and  Johnne  Schaw,  merchand,  present  takkismen  of 
the  saids  teindes,  hes  [not]  takin  anie  eflfect,  thairfore  the  present  com- 
missioners gives  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  saids  burghis  to  treat 
and  conclud  with  the  saids  Bryis  Sempill  and  Johnne  Schaw  anent  the 
said  mater,  and  generallie  all  and  sindrie  vther  thinges  to  doe  in  the 
premissis  quhilk  they  micht  doe  themeselffis  giff  thai  wer  personalie 
present,  and  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  and  proceidings 
anent  the  premissis  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

Ewen,  Mure,  30.  The  commissioners  consented  to  the  admission  of  James  Ewing  and  Hew 


factors. 


Mure  to  be  factors  for  the  nation  at  Campheir. 


Lennox,  diii-  31.  Anent  the  1  3th  [and  30th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  James 

8ervator*S>ok8.  Lcnnox  appeared]  and  declairit  how  [strict  inhibitioun]  had  bein  maid  be- 
tuixt  the  king  of  Spayne  and  estaittis  that  nane  sould  pas  frome  the  ane 
to  the  vther,  so  that  all  passage  to  West  Flanders  wes  debarrit,  and  lyik- 
wayis  declairit  that  he  had  delyverit  to  my  lord  conservatour  the  buikes  per- 
teining  to  the  said  conscrvatorie,  viz.,  ane  grit  buik  bund  with  broim 
broddis  contening  the  haill  priuelegcs  and  liberties  grauntit  be  the  poten- 
tates of  the  Lau  Cuntreyis  to  the  Scottis  natioun,  apd  als  the  haill  actes, 
statuttis,  and  ordinances  sett  doun  be  the  kingis  of  Scotland  and  royall 
borrowis  thairof  at  thair  conventiounes  tuitching  the  office  of  conservatorie ; 
the  first  gift  therin  contenit  is  grantit  be  Johnne  Duik  of  Burgonie,  con- 
tening certan  liberties  and  priueleges  to  all  merchandis  in  the  kingdome 
of  Scotland  and  is  of  the  dait  the  last  day  of  Apryle  ane  thousand  four 
hundreth  and  sevin  yeires,  and  end  is  with  ane  act  of  counsall  of  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  7  day  of  Apryle  1541  yeirs ;  item,  ane  court 
buik  bcginnand  the  23  day  of  Maij  1570  yeires  and  endand  the  26  of 
August  1619  yeires ;  item,  ane  vther  court  buik  beginnand  the  second 
of  Maij  1621  yeires  and  endand  the  14  of  Junij  1625  yeires.  And 
Maister   Patrik    Drummond,    present    lord    conservatour,    being    present, 
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grantit    the    ressait    thairof ;    quhilk    the    saids    borrowis    acceptes    for  Dumbar. 

TT  6  July  1G26. 

dihgence. 


Lennox,  dili- 

32.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Abirdein  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  gence,  cou- 
Patrik  Stewart,  their  burgess,  who  had  "  transportit  certane  staiple  waires  by  ®^'^*^^^*^^^- 
the  staiple  port  to  the  toun  of  Rotterdam  contrare  to  the  tennor  of  the  contract  g^^^^ 
past  betuixt  the  comraissioneris  of  borrowis  and  the  toun  of  Campheir."  missive/ 

33.  The  commissioners  understanding  that  certain  burgesses  "  had  past  away  Edinburgh, 
frome  the  Law  Cuntreyes  not  paying  thair  dewis  to  my  lord  conservator,"  ordained  etc. ,  certane 
the  burghs  wherein  those  persons  dwell  either  to  cause  them  make  payment  of  bours,  missive, 
the  fees  or  to  produce  them  to  next  general  convention. 

34.  The  commissioners  remitted  to  those  of  their  number  appointed  to  meet  Commiasione, 
at  Edinburgh  on   10th  instant,  the  matter  mentioned  in  the  39  th  act  of  last  ^"*^}^®» 
general  convention.  missive*. 

35.  The  commissioiieris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  the  natioun  Dekinrig, 
and  haill  merchandis  traflBcquing  to  the  Law  Cuntreyis  ar  grittumlie  l^^  mil^rvo. 
dampnifiet,  hurt,  and  preiudgit  be  Jacob  Kein,  Mairtein  Dekinrig,  Baltan 
Meiis  and  Hans  Goverstoun,  residentes  at  the  toun  of  Campheir,  be 
taiking  vpone  theme  to  be  factouris  and  buyars  for  the  merchandis  in 
Flanders  and  Holland  and  vthers  that  wer  accustorait  to  cum  doun  in 
grit  number  and  buye  fra  the  factouris  thair  skins  and  waires,  and 
caussis  theme  to  abyid  at  home,  quhairby  the  natioun  is  cons  tray  nit  to 
sell  thair  waires  at  lower  pryices  nor  they  wer  accustomit  to  doe  quhen 
the  saids  buyars  cam  doun  themeselffis  in  cumpanies,  to  the  grit  lose  and 
disadvantage  of  our  natioun,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie 
instructit  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  for  finding  out  sum 
remeid  for  the  said  hurt  and  preventing  of  such  lyik  incommoditie  in 
tyme  cuming,  ilk  burgh  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis. 

7  July  1626. 

36,  37.  George  Sutie  produced   his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  Sutie,  compts, 
impost   granted    to    him    from    1st   August   to  1st    June    last.       The    receipts 
amounted  to  £46,  7s  8d  gritt  Flemish  money,  leaving  owing  to  him  £1010,  19s 
4d  grit. 

38.  James  Lennox  produced  his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  Commissione, 
for  the  stipend  of  the  minister  etc.  at  Campheir.     For  the  year  to  1st  May  1626  compS' 
there  was  collected  the  sum  of  £151,  Is  lOd  gritt,  and  paid  £202,  leaving  due 
£50,  18s  2d  gritt. 
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Di  MBAR.  39.   Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  ordainmg  ilk  burgh  to  send 

7  July  162  .    ^]jg^jj,    commissioner    suffieientlie    instructit  to   this   conventioun   in    the 

Ratificatione,    mater  of  the  plantatioun  of  the  Kirk  of  Campheir,  compeirit  the  commis- 

Svdftcrve.  . 

minister  at  sioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  for  themeselffis  and  in  name  of  the 
Campheir.  remanent  borrowis  that  mett  and  convenit  at  the  burgh  of  Edinbui^h  in 
the  particular  conventioun  haldin  at  the  said  burgh  the  first,  thrid,  and 
fourt  dayes  of  Novembir  last  1625  yeires,  and  ma:d  report  of  thair  pro- 
ceidings  of  the  said  mater  of  the  plantatioun  of  the  Kirk  at  Campheir, 
and  how  that  thai  had  agriet  with  Maister  George  Syidserflf  for  serving  the 
cure  of  the  said  kirk,  and  had  appointit  him  his  yeirlie  fiall  and  stipend, 
quhilkis  haill  proceidings  the  present  commissioners  haifing  sein,  red,  and 
considderit,  they  rati  fie  approoves  and  confirmes  conforme  to  the  seuerall 
actes  maid  theranent  in  the  said  particular  conventioun,  in  all  the  heides, 
claussis,  and  articles  thairof,  and  obleissis  theme  and  thair  burghis  and 
successouris  to  abyid  and  fulfill  the  saids  particular  borrowis  proceidings 
in  the  said  mater,  conforme  as  said  is,  as  if  the  samin  had  bein  doone  in 
this  present  conventioun. 
Commifwione,  40,  Anent  the  supplicatioun  and  missiwe  lettre  direct  to  the  present 

relict  of  urn*  commissioneris  frome  the  relict  of  vmquhill  Maister  Alexander  Makduff, 
I'lexftna^r"  ^  ^^^  minister   at  Campheir,  craiving,  conforme   to   the   custom   of  that 
Makdiiff,         cuntrey  obseruit  in  Flanderis  and  the  custome  of  this  cuntrey,  that  it 
wald  pleis  thair  lordships  to  bestow  vpone  hir  ane  half  yeires  stipend  efter 
hir  said  vmquhill  husbandis  deceis  in  recompence  of  the  guid  seruice 
doone  be  hir  said  vmquhill  husband  to  thair  lordships,  with  the  quhilk 
supplicatioun  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  being  ryplie  advysit, 
they  remitt  the  same  to  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  that  ar  appointit 
to    meitt   at  Edinburgh   for  heiring  and   fitting  of  James  Lennox   his 
comptes  frome  the  first  of  Maij  last  till  the  first  of  August  nixt. 
CommiBHione  41.    Compeirit  Maister  Patrik  Drumond,  present  lord  conservatour, 

taxationo^  ^"'  ^^^   maid   report   how  that   the  magistrattis  of  the  toun  of  Campheir 
iniBmve.  in  tend  it  to  caus  the  factoures  for  the  natioim  thair  scatt  and  lott  with 

theme  in  all  thair  contributiounes,  not  onlie  in  such  thinges  as  is 
imposit  vpone  thair  heretable  landis  bot  also  in  such  taxatioun  as  ar 
imposit  vpone  moveable  guides,  with  the  quhilk  the  present  commission- 
eris of  borrowis  being  advysit  they  find  the  same  grittumlie  to  impair 
thair  priueleges  and  libertie,  and  thairfore  remittis  the  same  to  the  com- 
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missioneris  of  borrowis  that  ar  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  t6nt  of  this    Dumbar. 
instant,  with  powar  and  commissioun  to  theme  in  thair  naymes  to  wryte  — ^\   — l— 
to  the  magistrattis  at  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  desyring  redres  heirof,  for"ti^^tor8, 
and  all  vthers  thinges  to  doe  heiranent  as  they  sail  find  meitt  for  the  weill  ^?a*ioiio» 
of  the  borrowis,  and  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

42.  The  commissioners  remitted  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  on  10th  Commission©, 
inst.,  "  the  desjrre  of  my  lord  conservator  craiving  that  it  wald  pleis  thair  lord-  dMyr©^****" 
Bchippis  to  continew  that  same  favour  towards  him  as  thai  haif  doone  laitlie  to  missive, 
vmquhile  Sir  Robert  Dinnelstoun  in  paying  for  the  collectioun  of  his  dewis." 

43.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  Slst  fed^^8]»  con- 

.      -,     .  ,  ^.    *=*  tra  Laudor, 

act  of  last  general  convention.  missive 

44.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  to  the  last  generall  conven-  Kinghorne, 
tioun   of  borrowis   be   the  burgh  of  Kinghorne,  craiving   help  to  thair  commenda- 
decayit  herberie,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  ^^^^^' 
since  the  last  generall  conventioun  they  had  obtenit  of  the  lordis  of  his 
Maiesties  secreit  counsall  ane  licence  for  ingathering  of  ane  voluntar  con- 
tributioun,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  recommendis 
the  necessitie  and  expediencie  of  the  said  herberie  to  the  borrowis  that 
hes  not  as  yit  contribute  thairto,  earnestlie  intreating  theme  not  to  with- 
draw thair  helping  hand  frome  so  guid  and  necessar  a  work. 


45.  The  agents'  accounts  extending  to  £373,  6s.  8d.  ordained  to  be  paid  by  A^nt^compts, 
each  burgh  sending  their  share  to  next  general  convention.  «>,a««o 


missive. 


46.  Jt  being  regraitted  be  sindrie  of  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  Commissione, 
'that  in  defalt  of  ane  resident  agent  at  court  thair  affaires  did  not  goe  on  missive.  ' 
with  that  succes  as  was  neidfuU  for  thair  estait,  thairfore  the  saidis  com- 
missioneris ordanis  the  burghis  that  ar  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  tent  of 
this  instant  to  convein  before  theme  Maister  Patrik  Hammiltoun  thair 
present  agent  at  court,  and  to  trye  of  him  if  he  be  of  inten tioun  to  mak 
his  residence  thair. 

47.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Brichen,  Forres,  Innerkei thing,  Bamff,  Exemptions. 
Elgyn,  and  Anstruther  Wester  to  abide  from  all  general  conventions  for  three 
years. 


230 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


DuKBAR.  48.   Anent  the  complaint  of  the  burgh   of  Kirkcaldie  contrare  the 

7   Tnlv  1  RQrt 

- L  burgh   of  Bruntyland   for   exacting   and   vplifting   frome   theme   gritter 

contra  aninti-  customes  and  dewties  of  thair  schips  and  guides  arryving  within  thair 
laud,  missive,  berberies  nor  they  wer  accustomit  to  doe  of  befoir  within  thir  tua  yeires 
bygaine,  as  also  in  exacting  of  certan  customes  of  the  guides  that  ar 
immediatlie  putt  out  of  thair  schips  and  transportit  in  bottes  homevard, 
thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Brun- 
tyland to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  anauer  to  the  said  complaint,  with 
thair  richtis  they  haif  for  vplifting  thairof,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie 
pundis,  and  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioneris  suflH- 
cientlie  instructit  to  the  said  nixt  conventioun  for  decyiding  thairof 


Agent,  dis- 
c^irge. 


49.  The  agent  granted  the  receipt  and  discharged  the  burghs  of  all  sums  of 

money  which  by  the  missive  the  commissioners  had  been  directed  to  bring  with 

them. 
Purves,  agent.         50.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  George  Purves,  clerk  of  Dumbar,  £20  for 

directing  the  missives. 
Air,  nixt  con-  51.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  ordained  the  next  to  be 

held  at  Aii'  beginning  on  3d  July  1627. 


EDnmuROH. 
10  July  1626. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock  ;  Perth,  Andro 
Gray ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Vedast 
Lowsoun  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Scherare ;  Lynlithgow,  Thomas  Vduard  ; 
Sanctandroes,  (blank)  ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume ; 
Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume  ;  Kirkcaldye,  Johnne  Williame- 
soun  ;  Munros,  Johnne  Gairdin  ;  Coupar,  Robert  Pitersoun  ;  Dumfreis, 
Fraunces  Irwing ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mairtein ;  Wigtoun, 
Patrik  Edzear  ;  BamiBF,  Archibald  Gregour ;  Lanerick,  Judian  Jack. 


Moderator. 


10  July  1026. 
1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 
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2.  Anent  the  [46]  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis   Edinburgh. 

haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  the  7  day  of  Julij   instant,  giving  com- ^ - 

missioun  to  thir  present  commissioners  anent  Maister  Patrik  Hamiltoun,  Hammiltone, 

.  .     .  .  .  ,       ^    ,    agent,  dis- 

present  agent  at  court,  the  saids  commissioners  considdering  the  inhabi-  chairged. 
litie  of  the  haill  borrowis  throw  the  dayle  decres  of  tred  within  this 
realme,  so  that  for  the  most  pairt  they  ar  becum  so  impoverisched  that 
thai  ar  scairce  abill  to  vndergoe  the  vrgent  and  necessar  effaires  of 
thair  burgh,  and  that  the  stipend  bestowit  vpone  the  said  agent  is 
becum  verie  heavie  and  burdenable  to  the  whole  borrowis,  and  withall 
considdering  that  the  said  plaice  was  onlie  givin  to  ane  actuall  resident  at 
court,  and  that  during  the  borrowis  will  alanerlie,  thairfore  the  saids 
commissioners  haiffing  full  powar  and  commissioun  frome  the  saids 
generall  conventioun  hes  declarit,  and  be  thir  presentis  declairis  thair 
will  theranent,  that  the  said  Maister  Patrik  continew  no  longer  in  the 
said  plaice,  and  dischairges  him  thairof  and  of  all  stipend  and  dewes 
belonging  thairto,  and  declaires  the  said  plaice  to  be  vacand  in  thair 
handis,  and  becaus  of  the  said  Maister  Patrik  his  absence  for  the  present 
thairfore  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  that  salhappin  to  con- 
veyne  at  this  burgh  efter  his  retume  to  intimat  this  thair  will  to  him, 
and  in  caice  thair  doe  not  occur  ane  particular  conventioun  betuixt  and 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  ordanis  the  said  Maister  Patrik  to  be  cited 
thairto  to  heir  and  sie  thair  will  declaired  heiranent. 

3.  Anent  the  r38  and  42  actes  of  last  generall  conventioun,  [the  com-  Collector  of 
missioners]  considering  that  the  same  persoun  that  ingatheris  my  lord  con-  dewes  at  Cam- 
servator  his  dewes  may  with  the  same  travaill  vplift  the  ministers  dewes,  ^  ^^' 
thairfoir  they  [appointed  that  person  collector,  giving  him  for  his  services] 

the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  gudlings. 

4.  Ordained  a  letter  to  be  drawn  up  conform  to  41  at  act  of  last  general  con-  Letter  to  Cam- 
vention  and  to  be  subscribed  by  the  pi-esent  moderator  and  clerk.  ^  ®"**  missive. 

5.  Continued  to  next  particular  convention  the  remit  as  to  victual  contained  Oontinuatione 
in  the  [28]  act  of  last  general  convention.  victuall. 

12  July  1626. 

6.  The  lords  of  privy  council  having  continued  the  matter  of  the  fairs  in  the  Commissione, 
north  country  till  27th  instant,  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  was  appointed  to  attend  fairs  in'uie* 
the  diet  and  receive  the  answer  of  the  lords.  north. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1626. 

Edinburgh, 
tranaporta- 
tione  wooll, 
no  It,  missive. 

Teinds  of  the 
fisching  in  the 
lis,  continued. 

Intimatione, 
Hammiltone. 


Bawtio,  factor, 
depryved,  con- 
servator, 
missive. 


7.  Anent  the  matters  of  the  transportation  of  wool,  sheep,  and  nolt,  and  the 
barking  of  leather  referred  to  in  the  [29th]  act  of  last  general  convention,  "  the 
present  commissioneris  finding  that  the  commissioneris  appointit  for  heiring  the 
greivances  of  this  realme  hes  not  as  yit  convenit,"  ordained  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh to  summon  the  present  bui-ghs  when  the  commissioners  for  hearing  greiv- 
ances are  to  convene. 

8.  Continued  till  next  particular  convention  *'  the  mater  of  the  teinds  of  the 
fisching  in  the  Yles." 

9.  Compeirit  the  present  commissioners  and  maid  report  how  that 
thai  had  mett  with  Maister  Patrik  Hammiltoun,  thair  agent  at  court,  and 
had  intimat  to  him  the  borrowis  will  anent  his  plaice  conforme  to  ane  act 
of  this  present  conventioiin  of  the  dait  the  tent  of  this  instant  quhairwith 
they  declairid  the  said  Maister  Patrik  was  content. 

10.  Robert  Batye,  factor  at  Campheir,  having  failed  to  appear  and  find  caution 
as  required  by  the  34th  act  of  last  general  convention,  was  deprived  of  his  office, 
and  the  conservator  was  appointed  to  prevent  him  from  acting  as  a  fiictor  in  future. 


Edinburgh. 
21  August 
1626. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundye,  Williame  Auchinleck ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Coleiusoun ;  Stirling, 
Johnne  Co  wane ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Glen ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne 
Ainote ;  Glasgow,  Maister  Johnne  Hutchiesoiin ;  Air,  James  Blair ; 
Dysart,  Alexander  Simpsoun ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume  ; 
Kirkcaldye,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Muntros,  Johnne  Gairdin ;  Anstruther 
Eister,  Johnne  Clepone ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne ;  Inner^ 
keithing,  Williame  Blakbume ;  Kinghorne,  Maister  Robert  Cunninghame ; 
Irrwing,  James  Blair ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Pettinveyme, 
James  Stevinsoun ;  Dumfermeling,  Maister  Thomas  Wardlaw ;  Ramfrew, 
Johnne  Spreull ;  Lainerick,  James  Hamiltoun;  Peibles,  Johnne  Dickesoun  ; 
Craill,  AUane  Cuninghame  ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Alexander  Meluill ;  Dum- 
bar,  George  Purves  ;  Forfar,  ratificatioun  producit  be  agent ;  Rutherglen, 
Thomas  Wilkein ;  Northberuick,  Johnne  Mure  ;  Lauder,  Alexander  Wil- 
kiesoun  ;  Kilranie,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister ;  Couper, 
Dumfries,  lunernes,  Brichene,   Elgyn,  Kirkcudbricht,  Wigtoun,  Dumbar- 
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taue,  Abirbrothok,  Thayne,  Selkirk,  Culros,  Bamflf,  Quhithome,  Rothesay,  Edinburgh. 
Nairne,  Forres,  Culane,  Annand,  Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhare,  (blank),        i626." 


21  August  1626. 
1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 
2.  Wheras  it  has  pleased  his  Maiestie,  vpone  informatioun  of  the  Ansuer  to  the 

•.  ..  'iiiip         •  n        '         'J*  /»!_•    lords  anent 

gnt  preparatiounes  maid  be  the  forrame  enemye  for  invaidmg  of  his  the  mantin- 
Maiesties  dominiounes,  to  recommend  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  ^^^J^^  ^^^^ 
honorabill  privie  counsall,  for  preventing  of  all  the  enemyes  projectes  and 
purposes,  the  taking  of  sum  course  and  ordour  that  ane  competent 
number  of  schips,  provydit  with  all  warlyik  fumitur,  may  be  sett  out 
and  mainteined  be  the  borrowis,  and  ane  number  of  the  saids  borrowis 
being  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioners  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
declair  what  they  vald  doe  eache  ane  for  thair  pairt  in  so  vrgent  a 
necessitie,  as  ane  lettre  direct  frome  thair  lordships  daittit  the  tent  of 
this  instant  beires,  the  saids  commissioners  haiffing  mett  togither,  and 
taking  the  saids  propositiounes  to  thair  serious  consideratiounes,  they 
humblie  frome  thair  hairts  does  thank  the  Almichtie  God  who  hes  putt 
into  his  Maiesties  hairt  that  cair  for  this  his  ancient  kingdome,  and  who 
hes  endowed  bis  royall  breist  with  that  prouidence  to  forsie  the  imminent 
daingers  whairvnto  the  haill  inhabitantis  of  this  realme  ar  exposed  both 
in  thair  bodies  and  guides,  being  for  the  present  destitut  of  all  meanes 
to  cover  theme  frome  the  violent  heate  of  the  persecutioun  of  ane  foraine 
enemye ;  as  lyikwayes,  as  they  acknawledge  the  dainger  to  be  gritt  and 
imminent,  they  acknawledge  the  best  meanes  both  for  frustratting  the 
enemye  of  all  his  projectis  and  machinatiounes  against  this  cuntrey,  and 
for  estaiblisching  of  sure  and  saif  commerce  (without  which  this  cuntrey 
cannot  subsist),  is  to  oppose  and  mak  head  against  the  said  enemye  be 
sea,  bott  with  all,  considdering  thair  awin  weaknes  and  inhabilitie  to 
vndergoe  such  a  chairge  alone,  as  also  considdering  that  the  remanent 
estaits  ar  as  much  interrest  as  thair  estait,  since  that  not  on  lie  the  benefeit 
of  the  peace  at  home  if  the  enemye  be  resistit  be  sie  does  redound  as 
much  to  the  weill  of  the  remanent  estaittes  as  to  theme,  as  lyikwayes 
that  the  merchand  estait  being  securit  be  sie  in  thair  negotiation n,  the 
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Edinburgh,  whole  cuntrey  is  not  onlie  disburdenit  of  ane  gritt  number  of  commodities 
162«.  which   vtherwayes  vald  lye   at  home   to  the  heavie  hurt   of  the   haill 

AnaucTto  tiio  cuntrey,  bot  also  the  necessar  commodities  of  the  cuntrey  ar  importit ;  and 
the^mautin-  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  ar  humblie  to  intreat  the  lordis  of  his 
aiico  of  schips  Maiestics  most  honorabill  privie  counsall  to  interceid  for  theme  with  his 

of  W£LJr 

Maiestie  that  some  solid  and  substantiall  course  may  be  taikin  not  onlie  for 
securing  of  the  inhabitantis  of  this  kingdome  at  home  bot  also  for  making 
of  the  seas  peaceable,  that  tred  and  negotiatioun  may  floorische,  and  the 
saids  commissioners  sail  euir  be  reddie  to  contribute  with  the  rest  of  the 
estaittes  according  to  thair  powar  as  thai  haif  euer  doone  in  all  the 
commoun  burdenis  of  this  cuntrey,  for  advancing  of  that  hLs  Maiesties  so 
worthie  and  honorabill  intentioun,  and  sail  euir  pray  to  God  Almichtie 
for  continuance  of  his  Maiesties  happie  government  over  theme  to  be 
extendit  to  the  full  lenth  of  all  tyme ;  and  ordanis  this  thair  ansuer  to  be 
delyverit  to  the  saids  lordis  be  the  moderatour  in  name  of  the  haill 
remanent  borrow  is. 


Commissiono 
nneiit  udvyHO 
for  shipping,', 
missive. 


22  August  1626. 

3.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  forsamikle  as  the 
present  commissioneris  of  borrowis  haiving  schawin  thair  ansuer  to  the 
missiwe  lettre  direct  to  theme  be  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  counsell  anent 
the  mater  of  the  schipping  and  defence  of  the  cuntrey  by  sea  against  anie 
foraine  invasioun,  and  the  saids  borrowis  considdering  how  neir  the  said 
mater  does  concerne  both  theme  in  priuat  and  the  whole  cuntrey  in 
generale,  and  how  imminent  the  dainger  is  quhairvnto  they  lye  exposed, 
thairfore  they  haive  thocht  guid  and  appointit  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow, 
Air,  Haddingtoun,  Bruntyland,  Dysart,  Kinghome,  Anstruther  Eister  and 
Wester,  Muntros,  Pettinveyme,  Dumbar  and  Craill  to  send  thair  com- 
missioners sufScientlie  instructed  with  thair  best  advyses  anent  the 
number  of  schips  that  may  suflice  for  defence  of  the  cuntrey,  thair  birth, 
furniture,  thair  monethlie  chairges,  number  of  men,  and  haill  chairges, 
with  thair  best  overtures  for  interteneing  thairof,  to  meitt  and  convein  at 
tlie  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  last  day  of  October  nixtocum,  with  contiuua- 
tioun  of  daycs,  with  powar  to  theme  to  schew  the  same  to  the  lordis  of  liis 
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Maiesties  secreit  counsall  that  sura  substantial!  ordour  may  be  taiken  for  ^ 
prevening   the   daingeris    quhervnto   they   ar  daylie   exposed,   to  which  22  August 
borrowis  so  convening  the  present  coramissioneris  gives  thair  full  powar 


and  commissioun  to  doe  therin  as  thai  sail  think  maist  expedient  for  the  anent  aSvyse 
Weill  both  of  the  cuntrey  and  of  this  estait,  with  powar  to  the  borrowis  mLswT^"^^' 
convenand  to  vnlaw  the  borrowis  absent  in  ane  vnlaw  of  tuentie  pundis ; 
and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  requyre  theme  to  this  effect 
betuixt  and  the  said  day  vpone  such  competent  wairning  as  thai  sail 
think  neidfull,  vnder  the  payne  foresaid ;  and  the  said  burgh  and  burghis 
to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 

4.  Anent  that  article  of  the  missiwe  direct  to  the  present  commis-  Letter  anent 
sioneris  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  anent  certain  heids  contenit  in  the  statuts,  Edin- 
commissioun  of  the  grievances,  which  being  sein  and  considderit  be  the  ^^^  » missive, 
saids  commissioners,  they  find  that  the  penall  statuttis  maid  anent 
vsurers  and  transporters  of  money  ar  expreslie  contenit  in  the  said  com- 
missioun, and  vthers  maters  for  depraving  of  the  lawis  and  statuttis  of 
this  kingdome,  so  that  the  saids  commissioners  may  summeirlie  proceid  in 
the  saids  maters  against  the  borrowis  to  thair  vtter  vndoeing,  and  thair- 
fore  for  preventing  of  the  saids  hurts,  the  saids  commissioners  findis  guid 
that  his  Maiestie  be  desjnrit  in  thair  names  to  give  warrand  for  dischairg- 
ing  of  the  saids  commissioners  of  the  greivances  for  proceiding  against 
theme  in  the  said  mater,  and  to  this  eflfect  ordanis  ane  missiwe  lettre  to 
be  direct  in  thair  names  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  Sir  Williame 
Alexander,  secretarie  to  his  Maiestie,  beiring  such  reasounes  as  thai  sail 
think  meittest  for  effectuatting  thair  desyre  in  the  premissis,  intreatting 
him  to  deale  with  his  Maiestie  theranent,  and  that  the  borrowes  will 
not  be  vnmyndfuU  of  so  guid  ane  ofiice  bot  salbe  cairfull  to  requyte  his 
favour  and  schaw  thair  thankfulpes  with  the  first  occasioun ;  and  ordanis 
the  moderatour  and  clerk  to  subscryve  the  same,  quheranent  thir  presentis 
salbe  thair  warrand  ;  and  incaice  it  salhappin  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
direct  anie  commissioners  to  England  for  anie  vther  thair  effaires,  they 
give  powar  and  commissioun  to  theme  to  direct  thair  commissioner 
lyikwayis  instructit  in  the  saids  maters  to  deale  with  his  Maiestie  ther- 
anent, and  ordanis  in  that  caice  the  said  lettre  that  is  to  be  directit  to 
Sir  Williame  Alexander  to  be  directit  to  him  for  furtherance  and  con- 
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Edixburoh. 
22  August 
1626. 


Edinburgh, 
ansuer  to  the 
counsell  at 
war,  missive. 


ciirraiice  with  thair  commissioner,  not  omitting  thair  said  promeis  of 
remembrance,  and  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

5.  Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  direct  to  the  borrowis  be  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  desyiring  theme  to  send  thair  commissioners 
sufficieDtlie  instructit  iu  the  mater  of  the  fumeising  of  the  cuntrey  with 
airmes,  and  the  saids  borrowis  haiving  attendit  to  haue  delyverit  thair 
ansuere  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  counsall  of  warre,  the  said  lordis 
did  not  sitt,  and  thairfore  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  at  such  tyme 
as  the  saids  lordis  sail  meitt  to  shew  theme  how  that  the  borrowis  had 
intendit  to  haue  givin  theme  ansuere  in  the  said  mater,  and  thairfore  to 
des)Te  ane  new  day  to  be  assignit  to  the  borrowis  for  ansuering  of  new 
againe  in  the  said  mater,  and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  be  thair  missiwe  to 
requyre  the  borrowis  that  ar  appointed  be  the  last  conventioun  to  con- 
vein  in  extraordiner  maters  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflScientlie 
instructit  to  meitt  and  convein  at  this  burgh  the  tyme  that  salbe  assignis 
vnto  thame,  and  in  the  meane  tyme  the  present  commissioners  ordanit 
ilk  commissioner  present  to  recommend  to  thair  magistrattis  and  counsall 
at  thair  home  cuming  the  sieing  of  thair  nichtbouris  sufficientlie 
provydit  with  fumeissit  muskittis  and  pickies,  and  the  said  burgh  to 
report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nizt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 


Edinburgh. 
81  October 
1626. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock ;  Perth,  Andro 
Wilsoun  ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Dauidsoun  ;  Abirdein  (blank) ;  Stirling, 
Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes  (blank)  ;  Glas- 
gow, Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume ;  Bruntyland,  Maister  Andro 
Wilsoun ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Dysart,  Dauid 
Robortsoun  ;  Kinghome,  Johnne  Kirkcaldie ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Dauid 
Alexander ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Dauid  Wilsoun ;  Montrois,  Hercules 
Tuelyeour  ;  Pittinveyme,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Wester ; 
Dumbar,  George  Purves ;  Craill,  Johne  Mackiesoun ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne 
Williamosoun  ;   Dumfreis,  Johnne  Corsane. 


k 
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31  October  1626.  o?'^T^^' 

31  October 
1 .  Johnne  Maknacht,  fii*st  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 


Moderator. 

1  November  1626 

2.  Forsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  being  requyrit  for  Ansuor  ahent 
thair  best  advyse  in  the  mater  of  the  defence  of  the  cuntrey  against  anie  sciiippmg. 
forraine  invasioun,  and  being  now  convenit  to  that  effect,  and  haiving 
taikin  the  same  to  thair  serious  consideratioun,  they  find  the  onlie 
and  best  meanes  for  securing  of  the  haill  inhabitants  of  this  cuntrey 
frome  the  present  daingers  quhervnto  thai  lye  exposed,  both  in  thair  lyiffes 
and  guides,  as  lyikwayes  for  intertaineing  of  commerce  and  tred,  without 
which  this  cuntrey  cannot  subsist,  is  to  resist  be  sea  and  intertaineing  of 
schips  fitt  for  such  seruice,  and  haiveing  considderit  the  particulars  neces- 
sar  to  be  thocht  vpone  in  that  purpose,  togither  with  the  gritt  interest 
the  remanent  estaittes  hes  thairin,  which  in  effect  is  no  les  then  the 
interrest  of  this  estait,  hes  thairfore  thocht  guid  that  these  particulars 
quhairin  the  remanent  estait  hes  als  gritt  interrest  as  thai,  be  remittit  to 
ane  vther  occasioun  to  be  considderit  be  the  particular  advyse  of  the 
whole  estait,  yit  for  giving  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabiU 
privie  counsall  satisfactioun  for  informatioun  in  such  particulars  as  they 
may  condiscend  vpone  without  farder  advyse,  quhervnto  thai  haue  bein 
requyrit  be  the  saids  lordis,  which  is  in  speciall  in  condiscending  vpone  the 
monethlie  chairges  that  the  intertayneing  of  ane  certan  number  of 
souldioures  be  sea  will  require,  the  saids  commissioners,  efter  dew  calcula- 
tioun  thairof,  findis  that  a  schip  of  thrie  hundreth  tun,  with  all  fumitur 
belonging  to  a  schip,  and  with  tuentie  aucht  peace  of  ordinances,  with 
such  quantitie  of  pouder  and  bullett  as  is  necessar  for  seruice,  with 
muskettis,  bandoliers,  pickes,  and  all  vther  fumitur  for  souldiers,  being 
provyded  and  sett  frie,  readie  to  goe  to  sie,  will  require  ane  hundreth  men 
at  leist,  the  hyre  and  provisioun  of  victuall  of  which  hundreth  men  onlie, 
togither  with  the  capitan  his  fie  and  pensioun,  will  extend  to  the  soume 
of  tua  thousand  and  fyve  hundreth  pundis  Scottis  money  monethlie,  viuers 
being  alwayes  at  the  present  rate ;  and  ordanis  the  moderatour,  in  name 
of  the  rest,  to  delyyer  this  ansuere  to  the  saids  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
privie  counsall. 
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Edinburgh.  3  November  1626. 

3  November 

1626. 

3.  The  burgh  of  St  Andrews  unlawed  in  £20  for  being  absent  from  this  present 


St  Androes  ,  • 

unlayed,  agent,  convention. 

missive. 

f(f Janu^y  *  PARTICULAR  CONVENTION,  held  at  EDINBURGH. 

1627 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock ;  Perth,  Andro 
Wilsoun ;  Dundye,  Johnne  Ramsay ;  Abirdein  (blank) ;  Stirling,  Johne 
Cowane  ;  Lynlithgow,  Robert  Ker ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne  Lepar ;  Glas- 
gow, James  Stewart ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Kirk- 
caldye  (blank) ;  Muntrose,  Hercules  Taelyeour ;  Coupar,  Robert 
Petersone. 

30  January  1627. 

Moderator.  1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

31  January  1627. 

Letters  to  2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  vpone  informatioun 

conservator,  of  my  lord  conservatour  to  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  sum  new  im- 
Edfnbur^^^'  positiouues  layed  vpone  the  factouris  of  Campheir  and  exacted  be  the 
missive.  magistrattis  of  Campheir,  it  had  pleased  the  saids  commissioners  to  wryte 

to  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  desyring  redres  thairof,  and  now  the 
present  commissioners  hawing  ressauit  ane  ansuere  of  the  said  lettre  both 
frome  the  said  toune,  also  frome  his  excellence,  thairfore  the  saids  com- 
missioners ordanis  ane  letter  to  be  drawin  vp  in  thair  names  to  be  direct 
be  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  declairing  the  ressait  of  the  saids 
letters,  and  that  becaus  it  was  a  purpose  that  did  conceme  the  generall, 
and  that  thai  were  ane  few  number  presentlie  convenit,  thairfore  they  had 
thocht  guid  to  continew  the  said  mater  to  the  said  conventioun  at  which 
tyme  they  vald  tak  forder  informatioun  thairin  and  sould  satle  that 
questioun  and  sail  indevore  to  intertaine  that  which  be  contract  betuixt 
theme  they  ar  bund  to  doe,  and  in  all  vther  thinges  quhairin  thai  may 
be  steidable  they  sail  studye  to  approve  theme  selffis  as  thair  most  aflFec- 
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tionat  freinds,  wissing  the  continuance  of  thair  afifectioun  and  favour ;  and  Edinburgh. 
ordanis  thair  generall  clerk  to  draw  vp  the  said  lettre  and  subscryve  the  1627. 


same  in  thair  names,  quhairanent  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand,  and  Letters  to 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cans  send  over  the  said  letter  ;  as  also  ordanis  consTnrator"*^ 
ane  vther  letter  to  be  direct  to  my  lord   conservatour  heiranent,  desyring  5??.^^'  ^^ 
him  to  informe  him  selff  of  the  saids  impostes  craived  of  the  factouris  thair  missive, 
be  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  and  to  informe  the  commissioners  of  bor- 
rowis  to  be  convenit  in  thair  nixt  generall  conventioun,  and  ane  double 
of  the  saids  letters  to  be  sent  over  to  his  lordship  that    all  occasioun  of 
questioun  betuixt  his  lordship  and  theme  may  be  taiken  away ;  as  also  finds 
meitt  that  the  said  conservatour  sail  proceid  against  such  of  the  factouris 
as  refussis  to  obey  the  iniunctiounes  sett  doun  vnto  thame  conforme  to 
the  warrands  givin  him  the  last  conventioun  ;  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh    to   report   thair   diligence   anent   the  premissis  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

3.  Forsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowes,  vnderstanding  that  an(^™tS°^^ 
Maister  George  Syidserff,  present  minister  at  Campheir,  being  by  seiknes  minister  of 
forced  to  reteir  frome  his  chairge  hither  whairby  the  said  place  is  dis-  miss^e.  ' 
apointed,  and  considdering  that  the  aire  of  that  cuntrey  does  not  agrie 
with  his  complexioun,  so  that  the  said  Maister  George  can  not  without 
haisert  of  his  lyiff  remaine  in  that  plaice,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners 
appointes  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Lynlithgow,  and  Haddingtoun  to 
deale  with  the  said  Maister  George  for  provyding  of  thair  said  plaice  and 
transacting  with  him  theranent,  and  to  inquire  for  sum  sufiicient  and 
qualifiet  persoun  for  serving  of  the  said  cure,  and  sua  soone  as  the  saids 
borrowis  sail  half  fund  out  such  a  persoun  and  agreit  with  the  said 
Maister  George,  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cans  warne  the  burghis 
of  Perth,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glas- 
gow, Air,  Muntros,  Couper,  Kirkcaldye,  Dysart  and  Bruntyland  for  direct- 
ing of  thair  commissioners  to  meitt  and  convein  at  this  burgh,  with  full 
powar  and  commissioun  for  planting  of  the  said  kirk  and  electing  and 
presenting  ane  qualifiet  persoun  for  supplieing  of  the  said  cure,  and  the 
present  commissioners  obleissis  theme  in  name  of  thair  borrowis  to  concur 
with  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  at  thair  nixt  generall  conventioun  for 
ratifieing  of  this  present  act  and  commissioun  and  the  saids  borrowis 
proceidings  in  the  said  mater,  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghs  of  Lynlith- 
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Edivbuhgh. 
31  Jan«iary 
1627. 

Commissione 
anent  the 
minister  of 
Campheir, 
mianve. 

Lennox, 
compts,  mis- 
sive. 


Bawtie.  factor. 


gow  and  Haddingtx)un  to  direct  thair  commissioners  to  the  said  burgh 
vpoun  such  tymes  as  they  salbe  required  be  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

4.  Having  examined  the  accounts  of ''  James  Lennox,  late  conservator  clerk 
at  Campheir,  and  collector  of  the  impost  grantit  for  defraying  of  the  minister's 
stipend  thair,"  the  commissioners  found  his  intromission  from  1st  May  to  1st 
August  last,  to  extend  to  £41,  6s  6d  gritt  Flemish  money,  and  the  discharge  to 
extend  to  £101,  8s  2d  gritt,  including  therein  £50,  8s  2d  gritt,  the  balance  of 
last  account,  leaving  due  to  the  collector  £60,  Is  gritt.  For  payment  of  this 
sum,  and  of  £200  promised  him  at  last  general  convention,  the  burghs  were 
ordained  to  send  their  shares  to  the  next  convention  at  Air. 

5.  On  the  supplication  of  Robert  Batie,  who  had  been  deprived  of  his  office 
at  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1626,  the  commissioners  consented  to 
his  re-admission  as  a  factor  at  Campheir  on  the  usual  conditions. 


Brlinburgh, 
coinmissione, 
HigTiator  dis- 
c  hairing  hesp 
and  MtaipelL 


Supplicatione, 
relict  of  Mr 
Alexamler 
M.'ikdiilf, 
miHHive. 


Commifwione, 
f  urniRing  of 
the  contrey 
with  armour, 
miflsive. 


6.  Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  concerning  the  signature  desyrit 
to  be  exped  for  dischairging  of  passing  of  infeftmentes  within  burgh  be 
hesp  and  staiple,  conforme  to  the  aid  ordour  obseruit  in  entering  of 
burges  aires,  the  saids  commissioneris  findis  the  samyn  to  be  verie 
preiudiciall  to  thair  estait,  and  thairfore  giues  full  powar  and  commis- 
sioun  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  thair  names  to  oppose  against  the 
said  signature  and  to  vse  all  laufull  meynis  for  staying  thairof,  and  giff 
neid  beis  to  petitioun  the  lordis  of  his  Majesties  counsall  in  thair  names 
theranent. 

7.  Ordained  that  each  burgh  send  their  commissioners  to  next 
general  convention  instructed  to  give  ansuer  to  the  "  supplicatioun  givin 
in  be  be  the  relict  of  vmquhill  Alexander  Macduff,  late  minister  at  Cam- 
pheir." 

8.  Anent  the  fumeissing  of  the  cuntrey  with  airmes,  desyrit  be  the 
lordis  of  his  Maiesties  counsall  of  war  to  haif  bein  doone  be  the  borrowis, 
and  the  saids  lordis  haiffing  continewit  the  said  mater  to  the  second  day 
of  Merche  nixt,  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  gives  thair  full 
powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Lynlith- 
gow,  Haddingtoun  and  Sanct  Androis  to  give  ansuer  in  the  said  mater, 
and  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  send  thair  commissioners,  vpon  adver- 
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tisement  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  meitt  and  convein  at  the  said  Edinburoh. 
burgh  ane  competent  spaice  before  the  said  day  as  thai  salbe  requyrit.        1627. 

9.  Unlawed  the  burghs  of  Abirdein  and  Eirkcaldie  in  £20  each  for  Abirdein,  Kir- 
being  absent  from  the  present  convention.  caldie,  agent. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  iM^^ie^.' 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock ;  Perth,  Andro 
Gray  ;  Dundye,  ratificatioun  producit  be  the  agent;  Abirdein,  {blank)  ; 
Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane  ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes,  Symeon 
Gregour ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Air,  Johnne  Cuninghame;  Had- 
dingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne  ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Miklejohnne  ; 
Kinghorne,  Johnne  Kirkcaldye  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  An- 
struther  Eister,  Dauid  Alexander  ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Robert  Richart-  " 
soun ;  Craill,  Patrik  Hunter ;  Coupar,  Dauid  Andersoun ;  Culros,  (blcmk). 

1  May  1627. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

3  May  1627. 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  and  recensing  the  Commiarione, 
daylie  hurt  sustenit  be  the  inhabitants  of  borrowis  throw  occasioun  of  cowan.' 
the  Dunkirkers  daylie  robbing  and  spoyling  of  thair  schipes  guides  and 
seafairing  men,  to  the  vtter  ruine  of  all  tred  and  impoverisching  of  thair 

estait,  as  lyikwayes  being  informit  that  the  penall  statuttis  ar  licklie  to 
be  putt  to  executioun  notwithstanding  of  the  lettres  obteynit  frome  his 
Maiestie  in  thair  favour,  and  last,  finding  that  the  mater  of  thair  tythes, 
both  of  thair  commoun  landis  quhairof  ipsa  corpora  ar  led  be  the  titulars 
in  ane  grit  number  of  the  burghis,  as  also  of  the  t3rthes  and  kirklandis 
mortified  and  givin  to  theme  be  his  Maiestie  of  worthie  renoun,  and  his 
vmquhiU  dearest  mother,  for  sustentatioun  of  thair  ministrie,  hospitallis, 
and  commoun  scooUes  and  colledges,  ar  licklie  to  be  brocht  in  questioun, 
not  onlie  to  the  preiudice  of  thair  communitie  and  commoun  guid  bot  of 
diners  of  thair  inhabitants,  which  particulars  thai  halving  taikin  to  thair 

2  H 
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Edinburgh,     serious  consideratioun,  haif,  for  remeid  thairof,  thocht  meit  and  expedi- 

'■ —  ent  that  sum  tua  of  thair  number  salbe  elected  commissioners  for  theme 

Outhre'*^^"^'   and  in  name  of  the  haill  borrowis  to  pas  to  his  Maiestie  for  laying  oppin 
Cowane.  ther  saids  greives  humblie  to  sute  for  his  Maiesties  help  and  gracious 

favour  theranent,  and  to  this  effect  thai  haif  nominatt,  creatt,  and  constitut, 
lyik  as  thai  be  thir  presentis  nominattes,  creattes,  and  constituttis  for  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Maister  Alexander  Guthrie,  and  for  the  burgh  of 
Stirling,  Johnne  Cowan,  merchand,  thair  laufull  vndoubted  and  irreuo- 
cable  commissioners  for  theme  and  in  name  of  the  haill  borrowig  to  pas 
to  his  Maiestie  with  all  diligence  for  laying  oppin  to  his  Maiestie  the 
greives  foresaid  and  all  vther  concerning  the  borrowis,  conforme  to  the 
instructiounes  and  iniunctiounes  to  be  givin  to  theme  and  humblie  to 
beg  his  Maiesties  favour,  assistance,  and  protectioun  in  the  premisses. 

CommiMioners  3  Yov  payment  of  the  expenses  and  charges  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  preceding  act,  James  Rae,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  agreed  to  advance 
2,000  merks  and  such  other  sum  as  might  be  necessary. 


Ayr.  General  Convention,  held  at  Aire. 

8  July  1627.  ' 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock  ;  Perth,  Andro 
Wilsoun  ;  Dundye,  Johnne  Ramsay  ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Collinsoun  ; 
Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes, 
Symeon  Gregour ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Air,  Johnne  Osbume  ;  Dysart, 
maister  Dauid  Kinghume ;  Haddingtoun,  Patrik  Broun ;  Kirkcaldie, 
Hendrie  Myller ;  Montrose,  James  Scott ;  Couper,  Robert  Petersoun  ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mertein  ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Irwing  ;  Brun- 
tyland,  Robert  Miklejohnne ;  Kinghome,  Maister  Robert  Cuninghame  ; 
Irrwing,  Allane  Dunlop ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Kirkcud- 
bright, Johnne  Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  Patrik  Edzear  ;  Dumbartane,  Johnne 
Sempill;  Ramfrew,  Williame  Sommervell;  Lanerick,  James  Gray;  Peibles, 
Thomas  Tuedye  ;  Craill,  Patrik  Hunter ;  Culros,  Maister  Eduard  Blaw  ; 
Dumbar,  George  Purves ;  Quhythome,  Harbert  Quhjrtheid ;  Forfar, 
Johnne  Mylne  ;  Rothesay,  Mathow  Spens  ;  Lauder,  Alexsinder  Wilke* 
soun  ;  Sanquhare,  Johnne  Creichtoun  ;  Innerkeithing,  Elgyne,  Dum- 
fermeliiig    and    Annand,    be   exeniptioun   and    x^tificatioun   producit    be 
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agent ;  RuthergleD,  [the  same]  producit  be  Glasgow  ;  Noiiihberuick,  [the  Ayr. 

same]  producit  be  Haddingtoun  ;   Brichane,  be  exemptione  producit  be — — ^ '- 

Montrose  ;  Thaine,  be  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister  ;  Kil- 
rane,  be  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister ;  Innernes,  Pettin- 
veyme,  Anstruther  Wester,  Selkirk,  Abirbrothok,  Bamff,  Naime,  Forres, 
Culane  and  Lochmaben  Q)lank), 

3  July  1627.' 

1 .  The  commissioner  of  Air  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs.  Citatioun. 

2.  Johnne  Osbume,  first  in  commission  for  Air,  electa  moderator.  Moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations   as  to  attendance,  speaking  and  voting,  Hourea  of 
same  as  last  general  convention.  meitting. 

4.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  fourth  act  of  last  general  convention.     Outland  bur- 
6.  Act  passed  in  terms  similar  to  the  1 0th  act  of  laat  general  convention.       fwj'  ®-^ 

Franco 

6.  [The  commissioners  renewed  the  20th  act  of  last  general  conven-  ^ct,  fisching, 
tion.]  And  farder,  for  the  farder  tichtnes  and  sufiiciencie  of  the  barrellis,  i>«Teiu. 
becaus  of  late  thair  is  croppen  in  throw  greid  of  the  coupers,  makers  of  the 
sjiids  barrells,  that  they  vse  to  ryve  ane  grit  number  of  the  steps  brocht 
frome  Yreland,  quhairof  the  saids  barrellis  are  maid  for  the  maist  pairt 
in  the  west  cuntrey,  and  ar  brocht  to  that  insufiiciencie  tjiat  ather  thai 
doe  not  hald  the  pickle  altogidder  be  ressoun  of  the  thypnes  of  the  saids 
stepes,  quhairby  the  herring  packit  thairin  becummes  alt5gidder  insuflB- 
cient  wair,  to  the  great  preiudice  of  the  merchand  and  vtter  spoyling  of 
the  herring  thairin  packit,  or  vtherwayes  the  barrellis  ar  brocht  to  that 
thynnes  that  thai  ar  not  able  to  indure  no  stres  in  the  handling ;  for 
avoyding  of  which  inconveniences  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis 
straitlie  inhibittes  and  dischairges  the  haill  coupers  that  nane  of  theme 
tak  vp  in  hand  to  ryve  anie  of  the  saids  steps  that  cummes  or  ar  brocht 
from  Yreland  vnder  the  payne  of  confiscatioun  of  the  barrellis  quhairin 
anie  of  the  saids  steps  so  reaving  salbe  fund ;  and  ordanis  the  commis- 
sioners at  thair  homecumiug  to  intimat  this  present  ordinance  to  thair 
coupers  within  thair  burgh  that  nane  pretend  ignorance  thairof,  and  ilk 
burgh  to  sie  the  same  put  to  executioun  quhome  the  same  does  concern, 
and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  in  intimatting  and  executing  thair- 
of to  the  next  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 


244 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Atr. 

3  July  1627. 

Common  lands, 
miBsiue. 

Pittinveyme. 

Ciilane,  com- 
moun  landB. 


7.  Oixlained  each  burgh  to  observe  the  24th  act  of  the  last  general  conven- 


tion. 


Hadingtoun, 
Mortoun. 


8.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Pcttinveyrae  to  produce  diligence  in  depriving  one 
of  their  burgesses  of  their  liberties  or  to  cause  him  make  residence  in  the  burgh. 

9.  Anent  the  xj  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  .  .  .  compeired 
Thomas  ColinstouD,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Abirdein,  and  maid 
report  of  his  proceidings  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Culane, 
and  declairit  thair  inhabilitie  and  pouertie,  which  the  saids  borrowis  con- 
siddering,  and  finding  no  fitt  occasioun  for  the  present  for  thair  help,  hes 
thairfore  thocht  guid  to  continew  ane  furder  proces  aganis  theme  till  thai 
be  more  suflScientlie  informit  of  thair  estait  and  trew  meanes  for  helping 
of  theme  ;  and  ordanis  the  same  to  be  rememberit  the  first  occasioun  sail 
offer. 

1 0.  For  obedience  of  the  1 4th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commis- 
sioner of  Haddiugtoun  produced  "  ane  act  of  deprivatioun  of  Johnne  Mortoun  of 
his  burgesschip  and  friedome  within  thair  said  burgh." 


Guthrioi 
Cowane, 
report. 


Burghs  of 
baronie,  Edin- 
burgh and  cer- 
tane  uther  bor- 
rouMy  minive. 


4  July  1627. 

11.  Compeint  Maister  Alexander  Guthrie,  commoun  clerk  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Johnne  Cowane,  merchand,  commissioners  [appointed  by  the 
2d  act  of  last  particular  convention,  and]  maid  report  of  thair  haill  pro- 
ceidings with  his  Majestic  theranent,  and  produced  ane  missiwe  letter 
direct  to  the  present  commissioners,  with  ane  letter  to  the  lordis  of  his 
Maiesties  privie  counsall,  with  ane  vther  to  the  lords  commissioners,  and 
the  saids  commissioners  being  advysit  with  thair  saids  commissioners 
report  and  proceidings,  they  ratifie  and  approve  the  same  and  ordanis  the 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes 
and  Glasgow  to  delyver  the  saids  tua  lettres,  ane  thairof  to  the  saids 
lordis  of  his  Maiesties  privie  counsall,  and  the  other  to  the  saids  lordis 
commissioneris  ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence 
beiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

1 2.  Anent  that  heid  of  the  missiwe  concerning  the  burghs  of  barronie 
and  regalitie,  and  finding  that  the  saids  burghis  of  frie  royaltie  does 
daylie  decree  and  yit  vnderlyes  the  haill  commoun  burdenis  of  the  reaJme 
wrth  the  rest  of  the  estaittes,  and  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  regalitie  ar 
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subject   to   no  burdein,  and   to   the   eflfect   that   the    saids   questiounes  Atr. 

11.        1..1  t  11.  ij/.      4  July  1627. 

depending  betuixt  theme  may  be  sume  tyme  brocht  to  ane  end,  and  tor 


sum  furtherance  thairof,  it  is  thocht  meit  and  expedient  that  for  the  better  baronie,  Edin- 

knawledge  of  the  difference  of  thair  liberties,  that  such  burghis  as  ti^Sme'uierbS^ 

obtenit  decreittes  against  anie  of  the  saids  burghis  of  barronie  or  regalitie  roues,  nuHive. 

or  thair  inhabitants,  sail  produce  theme  to  thair  clerk  betuixt  and  the 

24  day  of  August  nixt,  togither  with  ane  copey  of  thair  principall  chartour 

that  conteynis  anie  particular  libertie,  and  ordanis  the  said  clerk  to  collect 

the  seuerall  differences  thairof,  as  lyikwayes  to  cans  searche  out  the 

old  registers  for  tryeing  of  the  saids  differences,  and  quhat  expenssis  salbe 

requisite  for  tryeing  of  the  saids  registers  ordanis  the  agent  to  deburse 

the  same  and  the  same  salbe  allowit  to  him  in  his  comptes  ;  and  farder  in 

caice  it  salhappin  his  Maiestie  to  cum  in  to  this  cuntrey  betuixt  and  the 

nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  or  if  it  salhappin  the  borrowis  to 

haif  adoe  to  send  to  court  to  his  Maiestie,  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 

to  require  the  burghis  that  salbe  writtin  to  desyre  theme  to  send  thair 

commissioners  sufHcientlie  instructed  in  that  mater  that  thair  may  be  sum 

satlit  course  taiken  for  decyiding  of  these  questiounes  betuixt  the  saids 

frie  royall  borrowis  and  the  burghis  of  barronie  be  the  advyse  of  the  best 

lawers ;  and  becaus  that  the  burghis  of  Perth,  Abirdein,  Air,  Hadding- 

toun,  Irwing,  Wigtoun,  Dumbartan,  Ramfrew,  Lanerick,  Forfar  and  Craill 

hes  obtenit  certan  decreittes  against  sum  burghis  of  barronie  and  certan 

vnfrie  tredders,  as  lyikwayes  thair  chartouris  does  contein   certan  grit 

piiueledges,  thairfore  ordanis  the  saids  burghis  betuixt  and  the  said  day 

to  send  to  thair  said  clerk  the  saids  decreits  with  the  copey  of  thair 

chartour. 

1 3.  Ordained  the  bin-gh  of  Wigtoun  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  Wigtoun,  elec- 
the  form  of  election  of  their  magistrates,  and  to  conform  to  the  acts.  trats' n^u'e. 

1 4.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Innemes  to  cause  certain  unfree  traders  to  desist  innernm,  un- 
from  using  the  liberties  of  burgha  ^^  trodden, 

1 5.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Innemes  to  roup  their  common  good  and  common  innernes,  oom- 
lands,  put  the  same  to  the  highest  avail,  and  produce  a  rental  to  next  general  moun  lands, 
convention.  '^^'"'' 

1 6.  Understanding   by  a  letter  from  the  conservator  that  the  fiwtors  had  ^^J!®"^'^' 
refused  to  observe  the  26th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners 
ordained  the  factors  "  to  give  obedience  to  the  said  act  in  that  pairt  anent  thair 
wyiffes"  before  1st  October  next,  under  pain  of  deprivation;  ''and  anent  that 


246 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Ayr.  1 

4  July  1627. 


factors  wyfes. 

Certane  bur- 
roues,  victuall, 
teinds  of  the 
lis,  missive. 


vther  pairt  of  the  letter  concerning  the  marking  of  thair  bookes,  the  conimis-' 
sioners  findis  ineitt  that  the  conBervator  sail  superceid  frome  executing  thairof 
Conservator,     till  thev  salbe  farther  advysit."/ 

17.  Anent  the  28  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  burrowis 
.  .  .  comperit  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  declairit 
that  the  saids  borrowis  being  mett  togither  they  fand  it  not  expedient  to 
waken  the  said  mater  at  that  tyme  and  thairfore  continewit  the  same  to 
this  present  conventioun ;  quhairfore  the  present  commissioners  ordanis 
the  burghis  that  salbe  appointed  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  efter  the  disolving 
of  this  present  conventioun  to  trye  giflf  the  agriement  betnixt  the  lordis 
and  the  borrowis  be  as  yit  inacted  in  the  buikes  of  counsall,  and  giff  the 
same  salbe  inacted  to  extract  the  same,  and  giflf  they  sail  find  it  not 
agrieabill  to  ther  said  agriement  ordanis  the  saids  burghis  to  tak  sum 
course  for  remeid  thairof,  quhairanent  the  present  commissioners  giues 
thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  ;  as  lyikwayes  ordanis  theme  to  agrie 
with  Bryse  Semple  and  Johnne  Schaw  in  the  mater  of  the  teinds  of  the 
liering  in  the  lies  and  satle  the  said  mater ;  and  the  saids  commissioners 
to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 


Edinburgh, 
diligence, 
barkers,  mis- 
sive. 


1 8.  Anent  the  29th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  of  Edin- 
burgh having  '*  declairit  that  the  commissioun  of  greivances  had  not  as  yit  taken 
effect,"  the  commissionera  ordained  the  same  course  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
new  form  of  tanning  as  is  ordained  to  be  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  burghs  of 
barony. 


Edinburgh, 
Campheir, 
diligence,  mis- 
sive. 


19.  Anent  the  41  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis 
.  .  .  comperit  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh  and  declairit  that  the 
saids  borrowis  had  according  to  the  directioun  givin  to  theme  writtin  to 
the  Magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  as  lyikwayes  since  the 
wrytting  thairof  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  had  ressauit  ane  ansuer  of 
the  said  lettre  frome  the  said  magistrattis  of  the  toun  of  Campheir, 
togither  with  ane  vther  lettre  direct  from  his  excellence  for  the  same 
pui-pose,  which  lettres  thai  presentit  to  the  commissioners  that  mett  at 
Edinburgh  the  (2)  of  Januar  last ;  and  the  present  commissioners  being 
acquaint  and  informit  that  in  no  pairt  quhair  thair  staiple  hes  bein  of 
before  the  lyik  impositiounes  haith  bene  exacted  of  thair  factoure,  nather 
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of  reasone  aucht  thair  factouris  houssis  which  they  haif  acquyrit  onlie  for  ^J^  .^^j 
thair  particular  duelling  and  seruice  of  the  natioun,  and  that  the  saids 


magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  ar  be  the  contract  past  betuixt  Campheir/ 

the  borrowis  and  theme  bund  and  obleist  to  suffer  and  caus  the  natioun  ^^^®^*^'  ™^' 

and  thair  factouris  enjoy  als  grit  priueleges  and  immunities  as  thai  haif 

enioyit  in  anie  plaice  of  before,  thairfore  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 

to  revisite  thair  ansuer  and  to  insist  with  theme  farder  for  frieing  of  the 

saids  factouris  frome  the  said  impost  or  taxtes,  and  to  this  effect  to  caus 

draw  vp  ane  lettre  in  thair  names  showing  how  far  they  think  the  same 

dissonant  frome  all  reasoun,  and  how  they  did  not  expect  the  same  at 

thair  handis,  desyring  theme  to  con  tine  w  in  thair  former  affectioun  as 

they  for  thair  pairt  will  studye  to  give  theme  no  occasioun  of  breck  of 

that  ancient  amitie  ;  as  lyikwayes,  the  saids  commissioners  being  informit 

that  the  consergerie  hous  which  the  toun  of  Campheir  aucht  to  fumeis 

to  the  natioun  is  vnsufficient,  and  that  the  seller  thairof  is  altogidder 

vnfitt  for  the  ressett  of  anie  drink,  and  that  therthrow  the  tredders  thair 

ar  grittumlie  preiudgit  of  thair  helth,  thairfore  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of 

Edinburgh  lyikwayes  to  remember  the  same  in  the  said  letter,  and  to 

require  theme  for  remeid  heirof ;  as  lyikwayes  ordanis  ane  vther  lettre  to 

be  direct  in  thair  names  to  my  lord  conservatour  and  to  show  him  how 

far  thai  haif  proceidit  in  the  saids  maters,  and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to 

subscryve  the  same,  quheranent  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand  ;  and  the 

said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 

generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

20.  Thomas  Cowie,  merchand,  burgess  of  Abirdein,  taking  the  burden  on  Couie,  clerk, 
him  for  Patrik  Stewart,  his  partner,  who  was  cited  to  appear  for  transporting  of  ^^  missive 
staple  wares  past  the  staple  port,  confessed  the  same  and  was  unlawed  in  £40 
and  ordained  *'  to  pay  the  double  of  such  dewes  as  he  sould  haif  payed  thair  both 
to  the  minister,  conservator,  and  George  Suittie  for  his  impost  presentlie." 

21.  Anent  the  35  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  i^ifc^^^iJ^  *o 

,,  ,        sell  to  certane 

haldin  at  the  burgh  of  Ihimbar  the  saxt  day  of  Julij  last,  vnderstandmg  inhabitants  in 
that  the  natioun  and  haill  merchandis  trafficquing  to  the  Low  Cuntreyis  coMervator, 
ar  grittumlie  dampnifiet,  hurt,  and  preiudgit  be  Jacob  Keyne,  Mertein  ^^^^^^ 
Dekingrig,  Baltan  Meas  and  Mans  Goverstoun,  residents  at  the  toun  of 
Campheir,    be  taiken  vpone  theme  to  be  factours  and  buyers    for   the 


.  mis- 
sive. 
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Atr.  merchaodiR  in  Flanders  and   Holland,  and  vthers  that  wer    acdutomst 

-; '■ —  to  cum  doun  in  grit  number  and  buye  fra  the  satde  &ctouns  thair  skins 

■eiTto  octane  and  waires,  and  caussis  theme  to  abyid  at  home,  quhfurby  the  natioun  is 
O^heir"  *"  constraynit  to  sell  thair  waires  at  lower  pryicea  nor  they  wer  accustomit 

— tor,     to  doe  quhen  the  saids  buyars  cam  doun  theme  Bel£Bs  in  cumpanies,  to 

'  the  grit  lose  and  disadvantage  of  oure  natioun ;  for  remeid  beirof,  the 
seida  commissioners  of  borrowis  statuttis  and  ordanis,  and  be  thir  presents 
inbibittes  and  dischairges  that  na  Scottes  merchandis  nor  tbair  factouris 
sell  anie  staiple  waires  cummand  frome  Scotland  to  the  saids  Jacob 
Keyne,  Mertein  Dekinrig,  Saltan  Meas  and  Mans  Goverstoun,  or  to  anie 
vther  in  thair  name  to  thair  behoove,  directlie  nor  indirectlie,  vnder  tiie 
payne  of  ten  pund  Fleyms  to  be  vptaikin  be  the  conservatour  in  caice  thai 
fajlye,  the  ane  half  to  the  borrowis  and  the  vtfaer  to  hitnselfiT,  and  he  to 
be  coinptable  to  the  borrowis  for  thair  half;  and  ordanis  the  said  con- 
servatour  to  mak  laiifull  intimatioun  heirof  to  the  merchandis  at  the 
ressait  of  thair  cnquett ;  and  Thomas  Collinsoun,  commissioner  for  the 
buigh  of  Abirdein,  dissassentit  heirfra ;  and  the  said  conservatour  to 
report  bis  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

nburgh,  23  The  collector  of  the  impost  granted  for  defraying  of  the  mininter's  stipend, 

MMr^dili-  **"■•  "*  Campheir,  not  having  sent  in  his  accounts,  the  conservator  was  ordained 
oe,  mi«i7B.  to  cause  hjm  to  send  the  same  to  bo  oonaidered  at  next  general  convention. 


6  July  1627. 

Quthrie,  com-        23.   The  Commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  convenit,  forsameikle  as  the 

KiT^^majw    »aid  Commissioners  of  borrowis  being  informit  be  thair  nichtbouris  that  ar 

tn,  miwvB.     appointed  be  his  Maiestie  as  commissioners  for  thair  estait  vpone  the 

commissioun  of  his  Maiesties  revocatioun,  that  the  said  commissioun  is 

not  onlie  extendit  to  all  the  superiorities,  few  dewtyes,  and  teinds  of  the 

benefices  and  rentes  bestowit  be  his  Maiesties  predicessouris  vpone  the 

frie  borrowis   of  this  realme,  albeit   particulorie  excepted   fiirth   of  bis 

Maiesties  revocatioun,  bot  also  in   the   valuatioune  of  the  teinds  it  is 

intendit  that  no  ease  salbe  grantit  to  anie  whose  teinds  is  led,  and  in  sum 

other  particulars.     As  lyikwayes,  the  saids  commissioners  findis  it  meit 

that  the  mater  of  the  burghis  of  barronie  salbe  remomberit,  and  that  bis 
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Maiestie  salbe  desyrit  for  thair  help  and  hindering  of  the  forder  grouth  ^J^j  ^^^7 
of  the  saids  burghis  of  barronie  and  regalities  for  willing  of  the  lordis  of 


sessioun  for  decyiding  of  the  suspensiounes  raisit  at  the  instances  of  the  missione, 
burghis  of  barronie  or  thair  inhabitants  against  the  frie  royall  borrowis  tirmisafva!* 
or  anie  vther  vnfrie  persounes,  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  maid 
in  the  borrowis  favouris  and  vther  decreittes  obtenit  be  theme  against 
anie  vnfrie  persounes.  And  lyikwayes  findis  meitt  that  his  Maiestie  be 
mooved  in  the  mater  of  the  new  forme  of  barking  introduced  be  my  lord 
Erskein  and  impositioun  layed  vpone  the  lether  als  weill  wrocht  within 
the  cuntrey  as  brocht  home  frome  forraine  pairts.  And  thairfore  the 
present  commissioners  of  borrowis  hes  thocht  guid  to  elect  ane  com- 
missioner for  theme  for  acquainting  his  Maiestie  with  thair  desyres  anent 
the  premissis  and  obtening  the  frie  borrowis  fred  frome  the  compas  of 
the  said  revocatioun,  and  to  this  effect  hes  nominat,  elected,  creat,  and 
ordanit  maister  Alexander  Guthrie,  commoun  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  com- 
missioner for  theme,  and  be  thir  presentis  electes,  creattis,  and  con- 
stituttis  the  said  maister  Alexander  thair  commissioner,  geiving,  granting, 
and  committing,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presents  gevis,  grantis,  and  committis 
to  him  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  pas  to  his  Maiestie  and 
acquaint  his  Maiestie  with  thair  desyires  anent  the  premissis,  and  in  thair 
names  humblie  to  beg  his  sacred  favour  and  protectioun,  and  generallie 
all  and  sindrie  vther  thinges  to  doe  in  the  premissis  as  they  micht  doe 
theme  selflSs,  ratifieing  and  approoving  quhatsumeuir  he  sail  doe  in  the 
premissis  for  the  weill  of  the  saids  burrowis.  And  ordanis  ane  letter 
missiwe  to  be  drawin  vp  to  his  Maiestie  anent  the  revocatioun,  and  ane 
vther  anent  the  mater  of  the  burghis  of  barronie  and  mater  of  the  lether, 
and  ordanis  the  moderatour  in  name  of  the  rest  to  subscryve  the  said 
maister  Alexander  his  commissioun,  and  ordanis  the  said  maister 
Alexander  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  particular  or 
generall  conventioun  that  salhappin  to  occur  efter  his  returne  and  anent 
all  vther  thinges  that  salbe  thocht  fit  to  be  given  him  in  commissioun  be 
the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  that  salbe  appointit  to  meitt  at 
Edinburgh  efter  the  dissolving  of  this  present  conventioun. 

24.   Foi'sameikle    as    the    commissioners    of   borrowis    hes    nominat  commissione, 
maister  Alexander  Guthrie,  commoun  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  commissionar  ro^'^Guthrie 
for  theme  to  pas  to  his  Maiestie,  conforme  to  the  commissioun  givin  to  mUsive. 

2  I 
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Ayr,  him  be  ane  act  of  this  present  conventioun,  thairfore  ordanis  the  burgh  is 

"^  of  Edinburgh,  Dundye,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Glasgow,  Dumbar- 

Commissione,  tano,  Haddingtoun,  Coupar,  Dumfreis,  Bruntyland,  Dysart,  and  Kirk- 
roues,  Guthrie,  caldie  to  ineitt  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tent  of  this 
°^*^^®*  instant  with  continuatioun  of  dayes   to   sett   doun   to  the   said  maister 

Alexander  his  instruct! ounes  and  iniunctiounes  anent  these  things  contenit 
in  his  said  commissioun,  and  anent  all  vther  thinges  quhilk  they  sail  find 
may  tend  to  the  weill  of  the  borrowis,  as  lyikwayes  for  taking  the 
advyse  of  the  best  lawers  in  the  mater  of  the  burghis  of  barronie,  and  all 
vther  thinges  concerning  the  borrowis  as  thai  sail  think  maist  meitt  and 
expedient,  to  which  burghis  sua  convenand  the  present  commissioners  gives 
thair  full  powar  and  commissioun. 
Commissione,  ^5.    Anent   the  thrid   act  of   the   particular  conventioun   [held    at 

^^°g^V  Edinburgh  on  31st  January  last,]  compeirit  the  commissioners  of  the 
missive.  burghis  of  Edinburgh  and  maid  report  that  thair  had  nothing  proceidit  in 

the  said  purpose  inrespect  the  present  titular  had  not  dimittit,  and  the 
saids  commissioners  resensing  what  preiudice  may  redound  to  the  tredders 
in  Flanders  for  laik  of  ane  minister  thair,  thairfore  they  give  full  powar 
and  commissioun  to  the  burghis  that  ar  appointit  to  meit  at  Edinburgh 
the  tent  of  this  instant  with  continuatioun  of  dayes  to  conveyne  before 
theme  the  present  titular,  to  accept  of  his  dimissioun,  to  agrie  with  him 
for  his  bygaine  seruice  since  his  departure  frome  the  yland,  and  to  searche 
out  ane  vther  qualifiet  persone  to  present  him  to  the  said  plaice  and  to 
agrie  with  him,  and  generallie  all  and  sindrie  vther  thinges  to  doe  in  the 
premissis  which  they  micht  doe  theme  selffis. 

Unlayes  ^^'  I^c^aitted  to  the  burghs  of  Abirdeyne,  Sanctandroes,  and  Kirkcaldie  the 

remittit.  unlaws  incurred  by  them  for  being  absent  from  certain  particular  conventions. 

Jedburgh  V.  27.   Referred  to  the  particular  convention  appointed  to  meet  on  10th  inst, 

Lauder,  ^^^  complaint  of  Jedburgh  against  Lauder,  mentioned  in  the   43d  act  of  last 

general  convention. 
Relict  of  Mak-         28.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  supplication  of  the  relict  of 

uroquhile  Alexander  UacdufiT,  late  minister  at  Campheir. 
Kemissione,  29.  On  the  supplication  of  Thomas  Cowie,  the  commissioners  remitted  tc>  him 

the  unlaw  mentioned  in  the  20th  act  of  this  convention. 
GIaj«gow,  30.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  **  the  complaint  of  the  flescheonris 

bartane.  **™      ^^  ^^^  burgh  of  Glasgow  oontrare  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane  for  exacting  of  theme 
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of  viij  d.  of  custome  of  ilk  kow,  ox,  meir,  or  staige,  cuming  in  throw  thair  burgh  ^^j 

or  liberties.'*  '. 

31.  Gtanted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  to  impetrate  the  gift  of  the  ^^«^freis,  im- 
following  impost  for  seven  years  **  for  vphalding  and  repairing  of  thair  bridge  ^° 
laitlie  buildit  be  theme,"  viz.,  of  ilk  pak  2s.,  ilk  horse  Is.  4d.,  ilk  kow"  Is.  4d., 
ilk  sheep  2d.,  ilk  lamb  Id.,  ilk  pak  skins  2s.,  ilk  daker  hydis  12d.,  ilk  bark  13s. 
4d.,  ilk  boat  loadnit  3s.  4d. 

32.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Sanquhar,  Ramfrew,  Lauder,  Quhit-  Exemptioune, 
home,  and  Rothesay,  to  abide  from  general  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  Sanquhair,  etc. 
years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

6  July  1627. 

33.  Granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Culane  to  abide  from  all  general  con-  Exemptione 
ventions  for  five  yeara.  ^^°*'- 

34.  The  commissioners  gave  full  power  to  those  of  their  number  appointed  to  Commissione, 
meet  at  Eldinburgh  on  1 0th  inst.,  to  consider  "  the  supplicatioun  given  in  be  the  rouo^^misrive. 
burgh  of  Innemes  for  the  oppressioun  doone  to  thair  inhabitants  be  the  £rle  of 
Murray." 

35.  Ordained  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinbui*gh  on  10th  inst.  to  Commissione, 
give  Alexander  Guthrie,  commissioner  appointed  by  the  23d  act  of  this  con-  ^*^^g 
vention,  his  instructions,  and  to  borrow  money  for  his  expenses.  missive.* 

36.  Anent  the  36th  act  of  last  general  convention,  George  Suittie  produced  Sutie  compts, 
his  accounts  of  collection  from  1st  July  1626  to  1st  May  laat,  extending  to  ""^^^®- 
£182,  6s.  8d.  gritt  Fleymis  money,  with  £37,  5s.  9d.  gritt,  received  from  persons 
addebted  for  the  previous  year,  leaving  due  to  him  £791,  6s.  lid.  gritt. 

37.  The  commissioners  bound  themselves  to  pay  to  Johnne  Rae,  merchant  in  Commissioner 

—  ft  n  A.I  i*iyfts    liC&e 

Edinburgh,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  send  to  next  general  convention  their  part  missive. ' 
of  3300  merks,  being  2000  merks  advanced  by  him  for  th^  expenses  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  on  3d  May  last,  extra  expenses  817  merks,  interest  80  merks, 
another  year's  interest  of  the  whole,  233  merks,  and  fee  to  John  Yair,  the  commis- 
sioners' servant,  170  merks. 

39.  For  payment  of  the  agent's  disbursements,  amounting  to  £235,  78.  6d.,  Agent,  compts, 
and  James  Rae's  disbursements,  amounting  to  £155,   12s.  8d.,  and  interest  on 

both  sums,  each  burgh  was  ordained  to  send  their  shares  to  next  general  convention. 

40.  The  commissioner  of  Dysart,  on  behalf  of  that  burgh,  having  engaged  to  Dysart,  Ham- 
pay  Sir  George  Hammilton's  part  of  the  impost  due  to  George  Suttie,  the  present  '"*^tom>»  ^^' 
commissioners  instructed  the  conservator  to  arrest  any  goods  belonging  to  Sir 

George  till  he  repay  Dysart  whatever  sums  that  burgh  disburses. 

41.  The  commissioners  dispensed  with  the  unlaws  incurred  by  Culane  and  Remissione, 
Innemes  for  being  absent  from  this  convention,  and  unlawed  Forres  and  Loch-  ^^^^y^  misnive. 
maben  in  £20  each  for  being  absent. 
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6  July  1627. 

Clark  of  Air. 
Clerk,  statuts. 

Dischairge 
agent. 

Dischairge 
Lennox. 

Nixt  conven- 
tione,  Perth. 


42.  Ordained  the  clerk  of  Air  to  be  paid  £20  for  directing  the  miasiyes  this 
year. 

43.  Alexander  Guthrie  produced  "the  statutts  quhilk  wes  ordanit  be  ane 
article  of  the  missive  to  be  extractit,''  and  he  was  ordered  to  present  the  same  to 
next  general  convention. 

44.  Robert  Wynrahame,  agent,  granted  the  receipt  of  all  sums  due  to  him  hy 
the  missive. 

45.  James  Lennox  granted  the  receipt  of  800  merks  due  to  him,  being  the 
balance  on  his  last  accounts. 

46.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  to  be 
held  in  Perth  in  July  1628. 


Edinburgh. 
10  July  1627. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Williame  Nemock ;  Perth,  Andro 
Gray  ;  Dundye,  Johnne  Ramsay ;  Abirdeyne,  Thomas  CoUinstoun  ;  Stir- 
ling, Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ; 
Dumbartane,  Johnne  Sempill ;  Haddingtoun,  Patrik  .Broun;  Coupar, 
Robert  Pitersoun ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Irrwing ;  Bruntyland,  Robert 
Meiklejohnne ;  Dysart  (blank);  Kirkcaldie,  Hendrie  Myller;  Forfar, 
Johnne  Mylne ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Lauder,  Alexander 
Wilkiesoun. 


Moderator. 

Demissione, 
Sydserve. 


10  July  1G27. 

1 .  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  Compeirit  maister  George  SyidserflF,  minister  at  the  kirk  of 
Campheir,  and  declaired  that  inrespect  of  the  dispositioun  of  the  aire  in 
these  pairts,  so  far  contrare  to  the  constitutioun  of  his  bodye  that  he 
could  not  agrie  therwith,  quherby  he  was  vnabill  to  serve  in  that  cure, 
and  thairfore  dimitted  the  said  plaice  in  the  moderatouris  handis  for  him- 
selflf  and  in  name  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowis  commissioners  presentlie 
convenit,  for  themeselflSs  and  in  name  lyikwayes  of  the  haill  remanent 
commissioners  of  this  realme,  and  haiving  commissioun  frome  theme  for 
accepting  of  his  said  dimissioun  and  planting  of  the  kirk  thair,  conforme 
to  the  25  act  of  the  said  last  general)  conventioun  haldin  at  the  burgh  of 
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Air  the  fyft  of  Julij  instant,  to  the  effect  the  saids  borrowis  micht  plant  Edinburgh 
ane  vtber  qualifiet  persoun  in  the  said  plaice  for  serving  of  the  •  cure  of  — ^^ — ^ 

the  said  kirk.  Sydserve. 

3.  Compeirit  maister  George  Syidserff,  late  minister  at  Campheir,  Suppiicatione, 
and  desyrit  ane  consideratioun  for  his  bygaine  seruice  at  the  said  kirk  in-   ^ 
respect  of  the*  daingerous  seiknes  of  his  bodie  incunit  be  him,  the  saids 
commissioners  efter  deliberatioun  finding  that  the  coUectour  of  the  impost 
apointed  for  defraying  of  the  minister  and  reiders  stipends  thair  had  not 

as  yit  presentit  his  comptes  so  that  thai  could  not  knaw  quhat  soumes  of 
money  wer  vpliftit,  thairfore  they  continew  thair  farder  ansuere  till  the 
saids  coUectours  comptes  be  hard,  at  which  tyme  they  will  remember  him 
and  aduerteis  him  thairof,  and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  remember  the  same. 

11  July  1627. 

4.  rReferrinff  to  the  23d  and   24th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  ^^?»  ^^*^«» 

...  .  .  T  missive. 

the  commissioners  ordained  Alexander  Guthrie,  their  general  clerk,]  to  pas 
to  his  Maiestie  with  all  diligence  and  to  acquaint  his  Maiestie  with  thair 
desyires  according  to  the  iniunctiounes  and  instructiounes  givin  him  pre- 
sentlie,  with  powar  to  him  to  vse  all  laufull  meanes  and  arguments  for 
obtening  of  thair  saids  demands  and  to  oppose  against  all  such  thinges  as 
he  sail  heir  or  find  may  tend  to  the  preiudice  of  thair  desyres  or  hurt  of 
the  borrowis  in  quhatsumeuir  hes  bein  dotted  or  mortified  to  theme  to 
whatsumeuir  vses,  and  ordanis  ane  lettre  to  be  direct  to  his  Maiestie 
theranent,  and  ordanis  the  said  maister  Alexander  Guthrie  to  report  his 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

5.  James  Rae,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  agreed  to  advance  £200  sterling,  and  Commissio^rs 
such  other  sum  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  charges  of  Alexander  Guthrie,  com-   '^*"o^' 
missioner  appointed  to  pass  to  his  Majesty,  which  money  the  commissioner 

bound  the  burgh  to  repay  with  "  the  yeirlie  proffeit  thairof  according  to  ten  for 
ilk  hundreth." 

6.  Continued  till  next  particular  convention  the  matter  of  the  planting  of  a  Continuationo, 
kirk  at  Campheir  and  choosing  of  a  minister.  C^pheir. 

12  July  1627. 

7.  Anent  the  complent  of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  contrare  the  burgh  Decreitt, 
of  Lauder  for  exacting  certan  customes  of  thair  nichtbouris  quherof  they  oontra'^Luder. 
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Edinburgh,     wer  not  in  vse  of  payment  of  before,  and  referrit  be  the  commissioners  of 
"^^  borrowis  convenit  at  the  burgh  of  Air  the  first  day  of  this  instant  to  the 

Jedbur\  present  commissioners,  compeirit  the  commissioners  of  both  the  saids 
contra  Lauder,  burghis  and  for  themeselffis  and  in  name  of  thair  saids  burghis  submitted 
the  said  questioun  to  the  decisioun  of  the  saids  borrowis,  and  band  and 
obleist  thame  and  thair  saids  borrowis  to  abyid  therat  but  againe  calling. 
Lyikas,  the  said  commissioners  haiving  sein  and  considderit  the  euident 
produced  be  the  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh  of  Lauder,  and  haiving 
taiken  tryell  be  the  witnessis  lyikwayes  producit  be  him  for  preiving  of 
thair  possessioun  of  the  saids  customes  and  quantitie  therof,  and  the 
richts  and  reassounes  of  both  the  saids  pairties  being  sein,  hard,  and  con- 
sidderit, they  find  the  said  burgh  of  Lauder  to  haive  vndoubted  richt  for 
vptaking  of  the  customes  of  four  pennyes  of  ilk  kow,  ox,  or  schiep  or  paks 
cuming  within  thair  bounds  and  sauld  within  the  samin,  and  tua  pennyes 
of  all  guides  passing  through  thair  liberties  to  anie  mercatt ;  and  thairfore 
the  saids  commissioners  absolues  the  said  burgh  of  Lauder  frome  the  said 
pursuit,  and  dischairges  theme  of  exacting  anie  farder  or  hier  customes 
frome  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  of  Jedburgh  nor  is  abonewrittin, 
and  heirvpone  both  the  saids  pairties  askit  actes  and  instrumentis. 


Edinburgh. 
20  November 
1627. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Andro  Broun ; 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Nicolsoun ;  Stirling, 
Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes,  Robert 
Taelyeour  ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Air,  (blank) ;  Dysart,  Andro 
Reine ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne 
Williamesoun ;   Bruntjland,  Williame  Miklejohnne. 


Moderator. 

Guthrie, 
report. 


20  November  1627. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  Alexander  Guthrie  reported  his  diligence  with  regard  to  the  23d  act  of 
last  general  convention  and  the  4th  act  of  last  particular  convention  "  which  the 
saids  boiTowis  acceptes  for  his  diligence  and  ordania  the  saids  letteres  to  be  pi^e- 
sentit  according  as  the  samin  ai*  directit  with  the  first  occasioun." 
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21  November  1627.  Edinburgh. 

21  November 

3.  Referring  to  the  5th  act  of  last  paHicular  convention,  wherein  the  burghs  ^^^7. 


agreed  to  borrow  from  James  Rae  £200  for  the  expenses  of  Alexander  Guthrie,  Commissionera 
"  and  the  said  maister  Alexander  haiffing  maid  compt  of  the  said  soume  with  his  miwivir'Rae 
super-expenssis,  extending  to  the  soume  of  tuelf  hundreth  merkis  borrowit  be  him  Chartres. 
froine  Thomas  Ohairteres  in  Edinburgh,"  the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs 
to  send  to  next  general  convention  their  shares  of  these  sums  with  interest. 

22  November  1627. 

4.  The  commissioner  of  Edinburgh  produced  the  accounts  of  David  Drum-  Collector  of 
mond,  collector  of  the  minister's  stipend  at  Campheir.     The  charge   from   28  clSuph^^^ig** 
August   1626  to  23  September  1627  extended  to  £111,  17s.  8d.  gritt  Flemish  compts. 
money,  and  his  discharge  for  the  collector  s  duty  and  reader  s  stipend  to  £45,  6s. 
8d.  gritt,  leaving  due  to  the  burghs  £66,  10s  8d.,  which  sum  had  been  delivered 
to  the  conservator. 

23  November  1627. 

5.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  beand  eonvenit,  foresameikle  as  the  Edinburgh 
saids  commissioners  yisterday  haiffing  givin  in  his  Maiesties  lettre  to  the  nSLiv^ 
lordis  of  his  Maiesties  honorabill  privie  counsall  anent  the   mater  of  the 

new  introducit  forme  of  tanning  and  impositioun  layed  vpone  the  lether, 
and  the  saids  lordis  haiffing  ordanit  theme  to  give  in  thair  complent 
theranent  vpone  Tyisday  nixt,  the  said  commissioners  considdering  that 
betuixt  and  the  said  day  the  tanneris  quhome  that  mater  does  most  con- 
cerne  cannot  be  convenientlie  eonvenit,  thairfore  they  ordaine  the 
commissioners  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with  such  of  ther  number  as 
salbe  heir,  to  attend  the  said  dyet  and  to  intreat  for  ane  longer  day  till 
the  saids  tanners  may  be  eonvenit,  and  in  the  meanetyme  ordanis  ilk  com- 
missioner present  to  caus  the  tanners  meitt  and  conveyne  at  this  burgh 
the  tent  day  of  December  nixtocum  that  sum  course  may  be  taiken  in 
that  complent  be  thair  awin  advyse,  and  ordanis  the  commissioners  of 
Edinburgh  with  such  of  the  present  commissioners  as  salbe  heir  at  that 
tyme  to  concur  and  assist  with  theme  theranent,  and  the  saids  borrowis  to 
report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

6.  Forsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  halving  ressauit  ane  Edinburgh, 
lettre  anent  his  Maiestie  will  in  the  mater  tuitching  the  commissioun,  <^^^'*<^- 
thairfore  ordanis  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  with  such    of   their 
number  as  salbe  present,  to  delyyer  the  said  lettre  to  the  lordis  of  com- 
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EDnrBUROH. 
23  November 
1627. 

Edinburgh, 
diligence. 


SydMrfe  ije 
guidlings. 


Mure,  col- 
lector. 


Kirk  at  Cam- 
pheir. 


Conservator, 

collector, 

missive. 


rnissioun  and  to  requyre  the  same  to  be  inacted  in  tliair  bulks ;  and 
siclyik,  they  halving  ressauit  ane  vther  lettre  direct  to  the  lordis  of 
sessioun  anent  the  burghis  of  barronie,  ordanls  the  commissioners  of  Edin- 
burgh, with  such  of  the  borrowis  as  salbe  heir,  when  anie  burgh  sail  haue 
to  doe  against  anie  burgh  of  barronie  or  thair  inhabitants  to  produce  the 
said  lettre  to  the  saids  lordis  of  sessioun  and  to  tak  the  best  course  for  a 
preparative  in  favouris  of  the  burghis  royall  with  advyse  of  the  best 
lawers  as  they  sail  think  meit,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

7.  [Referring  to  the  2nd  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on 
10th  July  last]  the  saids  commissioners,  efter  mature  deliberatioun, 
grantis  and  gives  to  the  said  maister  George  Sydserfe,  in  consideratioun 
of  his  seiknes  and  travellis,  the  soume  of  tua  hundreth  guidlings  in  com- 
pleit  satisfactioun  of  what  is  dew  vnto  him,  and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to 
give  warrand  to  thair  collectors  for  delyverie  thairof  to  him. 

8.  The  commissioners  appointed  Elew  Mure,  last  made  factor,  to  be  collector 
of  the  imposts  for  defraying  the  stipend  of  the  minister  at  Campheir. 

9.  Forsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis,  considdering  the 
lose  the  natioun  tredding  in  Flanders  sustenis  through  laick  of  ane 
minister  thair,  and  with  all  considdering  that  through  occasioun  of  the 
present  trubellis  the  said  tred  does  decay  daylie  so  that  the  collectiouns 
of  the  impost  apointit  for  defraying  of  his  stipend  does  not  ansuere  to  the 
soumes  allottit  thairfore,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  ilk 
burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructit 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  for  planting  of  the  said  kirk 
and  for  setting  doun  ane  course  for  defraying  of  the  said  ministers  stipend 
in  caice  of  decay  of  tred. 

10.  The  saids  commissioners,  fynding  that  thair  tred  in  Flanders  is 
licklie  to  decay  through  diuers  occasiounes,  and  that  it  is  requisit  to  confer 
with  my  lord  conservatour  theranent  that  all  letts  may  be  taiken  away, 
thairfore  ordanis  ane  lettre  to  be  direct  to  him  for  requiring  him  to  be 
present  at  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  and  siclyik  to  require  him  to 
deliuer  the  soumes  of  money  he  hes  in  his  handis  collectit  of  the  impost 
apointit  for  defraying  the  ministers  stipend  to  Hew  Mure,  and  to  caus 
tlie  collectour  apointit  be  him  present  his  comptes  to  the  nixt  conventioun 
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of  his  introraissioua  with  the  said  impost  since  his  last  comptes  to  the  Edinburgh. 

..  23  November 

said   Hew    his    entrie,    and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to    subscryve  the  saids  i627. 
lettres,  quheranent  thir  presents  salbe  his  warrand.  Conservator, 

collector, 


missive. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir ;  Dundye,  James  Edinburgh. 
Boytter ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowaue ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Bell ;  Sanct-  ^^ 
androes,  Robert  Taelyeour ;  Glasgow,  James  Stewart ;  Haddingtoun, 
maister  James  [Cokburne]  ;  Craill,  Patrik  Huntar ;  Brunteland,  William 
Meiklejohnn  ;  Kirkcaldye,  Williame  Bosualt;  Dysart,  Dauid  Crystiesone  ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Robert 
Richardsone ;  Pettinweyme,  James  Stevinsoun ;  Perth,  Abirdein,  Air, 
Moutrose  and  Dumbartane  {blank). 

12  June  1628. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

13  June  1628. 

2.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  being  convenit,  and  vnderstanding  corrmissione, 
be  report  of  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh  that  maister  Johnne  Hay,  ^^^*  Seyfort, 
present  commissioner  for  theme  to  his  Maiestie,  had  informit  theme  of 
ane  signature  craived  to  be  exped  be  the  Erie  of  Seyfort  for  erecting  of 
the  burgh  of  Stronway  in  the  yle  of  the  Lewes,  with  the  landis  by  and 
foregainst  and  vpone  the  north  west  thairof,  perteining  to  the  said  Erie, 
togither  with  ane  frie  port  and  herbarie,  in  ane  frie  burgh  royall,  with 
als  ample  liberties,  priueledges,  and  immunities  as  anie  vther  burgh 
within  this  realme  hes,  with  libertie  to  him  for  inbringing  of  straingers 
and  planting  of  thame  thair,  with  powar  to  theme  to  trade  and  trafficque, 
and  sindrie  vther  claussis  contained  in  the  signature  drawinvp  theranent, 
and  the  saids  commissioners  taking  the  same  to  thair  consideratioun,  and 
finding  efber  mature  deliberatioun  how  preiudiciall  the  same  may  prove, 
not  onlie  to  the  borrowis  nixt  adjacent  thair  bot  also  to  the  whole  borrowis, 
and  not  onlie  to  theme  bot  to  this  whole  realme,  if  the  said  burgh  salbe 
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Edinburgh,     erected  in  ane  frie  royall  burgh,  or  that  straingers  salbe  licentiat  to  be 

:-^ — -  planted  in  these  plaices,  thairfore  they  haue  thocht  guid  that  his  Maiestie 

Hay,  Seyfort.  salbe  acquainted  with  thair  interes  in  the  said  mater,  and  that  since  the 
same  will  prove  so  hurtfull  to  this  whole  realme  that  his  Maiestie  be 
petitioned  in  thair  names  for  recalling  of  the  said  signature ;  and  for  this 
effect  the  saids  commissioners  hes  elected  and  nominated,  and  be  thir  pre- 
sentis  electes  and  nominattis  the  said  maister  Johne  Hay  commissioner 
for  theme,  with  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  him,  lyik  as  they  be  thir 
presents,  gives,  grantes,  and  committis  to  the  said  maister  Johnne  thair  full 
powar  and  commissioun  for  theme  and  in  thair  names  to  regrait  to  his 
Maiestie  the  infinit  hurt  and  skaith  that  will  redound  not  onlie  to  the 
whole  borrowis  hot  to  this  whole  realme  if  the  said  signature  sail  goe 
ford  ward,  and  humblie  to  beg  his  Maiesties  favour  and  graice  for  recalllDg 
tbairof  and  to  vse  all  vther  meanes  for  recalling  of  the  same ;  and  becaus 
the  said  maister  Johnne  is  not  heir  present,  thairfore  thai  ordaine  thair 
clerk  to  direct  ane  lettre  to  him  in  thair  names  thanking  him  for  his  by- 
gane  cair  he  hes  had,  not  onlie  in  that  mater  bot  in  all  thair  effaires,  and 
desyring  him  to  accept  of  this  present  commissioun  and  to  doe  his 
diligence  for  recalling  of  the  said  signature,  and  ordanis  the  reassounes 
drawin  vp  presentlie  to  be  sent  to  him  for  his  forder  informatioun  ;  as 
lyikwayes  ordanis  ane  vther  lettre  to  be  direct  to  Sir  Williame  Alexander 
for  concurrance  with  thair  said  commissioner  in  the  said  mater  and  to 
thank  him  for  his  bygane  favour,  desyring  his  lordship  not  to  subtract  his 
helping  hand  frome  theme  at  this  tyme  in  so  important  ane  bussiness,  as 
thai  sail  not  be  vnmyndfuU  to  acquyre  his  affectioun  with  what  in  theme 
lyes ;  and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  subscry ve  the  saids  lettres  in  thair  names, 
quheranent  thir  preseutis  salbe  his  warrand,  and  lyikwayes  to  registrat 
the  saids  reassouns  in  thair  generall  buik,  whairof  the  tennour  foUowis  : — 
Folio  wis  the  reassounes  for  the  borrowis  for  recalling  of  the  signature 
purchest  be  the  Erie  of  Seafort  for  erecting  of  the  burgh  of  Strononway  in 
the  Lewis  in  ane  frie  burgh  royall  with  libertie  to  him  for  imbringing  of 
straingers  for  planting  thairof : — 

First,  the  said  burgh  of  Stronoway  can  not  be  erected  in  ane  frie 
burgh  royall  becaus  of  the  preiudice  the  same  will  bring  to  ane  number 
of  the  nixt  adjacent  burghis,  especiallie  to  the  burghis  of  Thayne  and 
Inuernes,  for  the  saids  burghis  being  vphaldiu  be  thair  tred  and  comerce 
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which  they  haue  with  the  Hielands  and  Illes,  that  burgh  of  Stronway  sail  Edinburgh. 

1^   Tuna  Tfi9R 

diuert   the  haill  trade  not  onlie  frome  theme  bot  also  frome  the  whole 


burghis  of  the  north,  so  that  it  salbe  the  vndoeing  of  ane  number  of  Hay,  Seyfort. 
burghs  alreddie  floorisching  and  standing. 

The  He  of  the  Lewis,  with  the  bounds  against  the  samen  craived  to 
be  erected,  may  be  contenit  within  the  bounds  and  liberties  grantit  be  his 
Maiesties  predicessouris  to  some  of  the  frie  burghis  royall,  who  being  so 
far  remote  frome  hence  could  not  be  aduertised  and  returne  thair  ansuer 
hither  in  dew  tyme. 

The  said  burgh  of  Stronway,  being  erected  in  ane  frie  burgh  royall, 
and  lying  so  remote  frome  all  the  haill  pairts  of  this  cuntrey  be  it  selflf, 
in  the  northmost  pairt  of  the  whole  kingdome,  thair  salbe  transported 
frome  thence  the  whole  forbidden  commodities  of  the  cuntrey,  to  the  grit 
preiudice  of  this  haill  realme,  such  aa  beiflf  and  talloun  and  vther  forbidden 
guides,  without  controlment ;  lyik  as,  the  same  sail  prove  ane  receptable 
for  the  saids  forbidden  guides,  not  onlie  frome  the  Hielands  and  Ylles  neir 
thairto,  bot  also  frome  the  whole  in  pairts  of  the  cuntrey,  as  is  knowen 
by  experience  of  some  straingers  resorting  thither  yeirlie  for  that  eflfect 
allanerlie,  so  that  the  incuntreyis  which  before  was  susteynit  with  the 
commodities  of  tbese  guides  which  the  saids  Hielands  and  Ylles  did  afford, 
such  as  bestiall  and  fisches  and  such  vther  commodities,  now  the  same 
sail  whollie  be  transported  at  the  said  burgh  of  Stronway,  and  the  whole 
cuntrey  salbe  depryvit  of  the  benefeit  thai  now  haue  of  the  saids  Ylles 
and  Hielands,  and  that  mutuall  band  whairin  the  being  of  all  cuntreyis 
does  subsist,  which  is  the  mutuall  participatioun  and  exchainge  of  these 
commodities,  quherof  ilk  seuerall  pairt  of  the  cuntrey  does  abound  be 
itselff,  God  so  of  his  prouidence  provyding  that  eache  one  pairt  does  not 
afford  all  sort  of  commodities  bot  that  one  is  serued  be  ane  vther,  this 
mutuall  band  salbe  broken  and  taken  away,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  this 
whole  realme. 

The  said  burgh  of  Stronway  can  not  be  erected  in  ane  frie  burgh 
royall  efter  the  maner  conteynit  in  the  signature  thairof,  becaus  it  is 
against  the  daylie  practique  and  lawis  of  this  cuntrey,  quhairby  thair 
aucht  to  be  no  burgh  royall  bot  whair  the  haill  bounds  and  lands 
quhervpone  the  same  is  buildit,  with  the  biggings  and  borrow  ruids  thairof 
is  of  his  Maiesties  propertie  allanerlie,  and  being  erected   in   ane    frie 
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KnixniiuiH.  royaltie  soiild  liald  of  his  Maiestie  in  frie  burgage,  for  seruice  of  burgh 
/,j—T  - — -  allancrlie,  for  paying  of  borrow  maill,  so  that  the  inhabitants  can  haue  no 
iifty,  Heyfort.  vtlicr  overs  lord  or  mediat  superior  bot  his  Maiestie  allanerlie,  whiche 
vtherwayes  micht  grittumlie  tend  to  the  preiudice  of  his  Maiesties  seruice 
and  ouill  preparative  amangst  the  rest  of  the  burghis,  for  in  that  maner 
the  whole  burghis  of  barronie  micht  be  erected  and  the  burghis  of  his 
MaiestioH  propertie  defrauded  of  these  liberties,  whiche  by  act  of  parliament 
are  (hjclaired  to  be  onlie  proper  for  his  Maiesties  burghis ;  nather  can  it 
bfj  called  his  Maiesties  burgh  or  burgh  royall  which  hes  ane  vther  imme- 
diat  Huperiour,  wheras  be  the  contrare  the  landis  craved  be  the  Erie  of 
Seyfort  to  be  erected  in  ane  frie  royaltie  ar  to  be  holden  of  his  lordship 
in  few,  HO  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  sail  hold  thair  lands  in 
few  of  his  lordship,  and  thair  liberties  of  the  Kings  Maiestie  allanerlie, 
which  maner  of  erectioun  can  not  be  called  royaltie,  for  thairin  the  landis 
and  properties,  with  the  liberties  and  richts  following  the  lands,  ar 
erected,  and  not  the  liberties  be  themeselff  which  ar  not  ane  reall  thing 
bot  h(?8  the  subsistence  thairof  i/n,  jure  allanerlie  following  the  realitie  of 
ane  plaice  or  land. 

Whereas  the  onlie  fischeing  of  this  cuntrey,  both  for  herring  and  quhyt 
fiHch,  is  about  the  saids  YUes  of  the  Lewis  and  lochs  in  the  land  lyand 
foregainst  the  samin,  which  is  the  bounds  craived  to  be  erected,  is  the 
cheiffest  commoditie  that  this  cuntrey  does  affoorde  and  the  grittest 
bonefeit  that  God  and  nature  hes  wouchased  vpone  this  realme,  and 
(jnhairvpone  the  liaill  burghs  in  the  west  with  the  haill  burghs  in  the 
coast  syid  of  FyifT,  with  the  rest  of  the  borrowis  lyand  in  the  north,  is 
intertynned,  and  thair  inhabitants,  consisting  for  ane  grit  pairt  of  fischers, 
does  therby  leive  and  by  thair  yeirlie  outreicks  to  the  saids  plaices,  and 
retumes  thair  fisches  hither  to  thir  pairts  quhair  thai  haue  thair  abode, 
and  according  to  the  lawis  of  this  cuntrey  and  actes  of  parliament,  does 
fumois  first  this  whole  cuntrey  before  that  anie  is  transported  furth  of 
this  realnie,  to  the  no  small  benefeit  of  this  natioun,  quhairof  we  salbe 
altogither  depryued  if  the  said  burgh  of  Stronway  thair  salbe  erected  in 
ane  frie  burgh  royall,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  sail  not  onlie  ap- 
])ropriat  the  fisches  taiken  within  the  saids  bounds  to  thameselffis,  and 
transport  the  same  to  forraine  plaices,  not  communicating  the  benefeit 
thairof  to  the  rest  of  the  cuntrey,  bot  also  they  will  caus  the  haill  fisches 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  261 

taiken  be  vthers  to  cum  to  thair  port  and  mak  mercat  thairof  to  theme,  Edinburgh. 
and  so  depryve  the  cuntrey  of  the  benefeit  of  that  fisching  which  is  the 


onlie  fischeing  of  this  cuntrey  as  is  abovementionat,  to  the  preiudice  not  Hay^Se^ort. 
onlie  of  the  borrowis  hot  of  the  whole  realme. 

The  said  burgh,  with  the  bounds,  loches,  and  seyis  craived,  being 
erected,  the  inhabitants  thairof  will  appropriat  that  bounds  to  theme- 
selffes  and  debar  the  inhabitants  of  the  rest  of  the  frie  borrowis  and  whole 
natives  of  this  kingdome  frome  the  benefeit  of  that  fisching,  to  the  vtter 
vndoeing  of  the  whole  cuntrey  and  destroyeing  of  all  trade,  both  outvard 
and  invard,  for  the  borrowis  being  depryved  of  that  commoditie  of  fisches 
to  transport  outvard,  they  sail  haue  no  commoditie  whairwith  to  bring  in 
anie  merchandice  to  the  cuntrey  bak  agane,  to  the  vtter  overthrow  of  all 
trade  and  rwine  of  the  haill  schipping  of  this  kingdome. 

Anent  the  inbringing  of  straingers  and  planting  of  theme  thair,  the 
same  sail  tend  to  the  vtter  vndoeing  of  the  whole  borrowis  and  mine  of 
trade  and  navigatioun  of  this  kingdome,  for  preventing  quhairof  thair  hes 
bein  sindrie  lawis  and  statuttes  maid  against  straingers  in  favouris  of  the 
native,  and  especiallie  in  that  mater  of  the  fischeing,  dischairging  theme 
frome  vsing  of  these  liberties  onlie  competent  to  the  natives,  to  the  elBFect 
the  haill  cuntrey  micht  participat  of  the  benefeit  of  the  fisching,  now 
the  straingers  sail  not  onlie  participat  with  ws  in  the  benefeit-  the  cuntrey 
may  yeild  and  whairwith  we  aucht  first  to  be  served  before  that  anie  for- 
raine  plaice  or  straingers  taist  of  the  fruit  thairof,  bot  being  incorporat  in 
ane  frie  incorporatioun  sail,  vncontroUed,  vse  all  these  liberties  competent 
to  the  natives  of  this  kingdome  and  communicat  the  same  to  vther  strain- 
gers at  thair  pleasoure,  debarring  this  whole  cuntrey  of  the  fruits  that 
thair  owne  land  does  jdeld  theme,  as  is  euidentlie  knowen  by  experience  of 
that  libertie  granted  to  some  straingers  alreddie  how  manifestlie  they  leive 
vpone  the  fruits  of  this  land  without  communicatting  the  same  or  anie 
pairt  thairof  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same ;  for  wheras  it  pleased  his 
Maiestie,  of  most  worthie  and  etemall  memorie,  to  grant  vnto  the  Hol- 
landers the  libertie  of  fisching  within  this  cuntrey,  keiping  themeselffes 
alwayes  ane  kenning  distant  frome  the  land,  so  that  thair  remaynit  nothing 
to  the  natives  of  this  kingdome  bot  the  fisching  vpone  the  shore  and  in  the 
llles  and  loches  lyand  within  the  land,  now  the  said  Erie  of  Seafort  sail 
haue  powar  to  plant  of  the  saids  Hollanders  within  his  bounds,  which  is  in 
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VAiivitvunn.  ffFjct  tlie  haill  reaidew  of  the  tiaching  Dot  grantit  to  theme,  so  that  the  haill 
-  """  ""  '■  fiHching  of  this  cuntrey  sail  be  devoluit  in  thair  handia,  to  the  vndoeing  of  the 
ilttTsoyfort'  ^holc  cuntry,  the  oure  fiachermec  sail  all  flie  thither  and  be  intertynniet 
lie  theme,  so  that  within  short  spaice  thair  salbe  no  fisohera  in  thir  pairts, 
and  the  whole  cuntrey  aalbe  depryved  of  that  commoditie  quhairupone 
manie  thousands  ar  intertyoned  aud  this  whole  cuutrey  castin  louse  and 
dcMoIat,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  toun  who  being  straingera  sail  trans- 
port oure  whole  fisches,  so  that  for  the  vpmakiug  of  ane  few  atraingers 
not  onlie  the  whole  borrowis  bot  the  whole  cuntrey  sail  au£Fer  wraik. 

If  the  said  toun  salbe  planted  'with  straingers,  the  s^da  atraingers  sail 
not  odUc  depryve  ws  of  the  whole  fisching  as  is  above  achawin,  and  con- 
HGcjucntlie  quhat  may  be  returned  for  that  commoditie,  bot  also  they  being 
frio  heir  sail,  throw  the  haill  mercattis  of  the  north,  tak  vp  all  the  plaid- 
ing,  skyn,  wooU,  and  yairne  for  thair  vse,  which  is  all  the  rest  of  the 
(rommoditie  that  this  cuntrey  yeildia,  by  and  attour  the  said  fiacheing,  and 
HO  be  tyme  putt  this  cuntrey  frome  all  kynd  of  trade,  ao  that  in  oure 
Verio  neccssars  we  sail  onlie  be  fumeissed  be  theme,  nather  is  this  ane 
naikit  fcarc  or  presumptioun,  for  we  know  be  experience  that  whairevir 
the  said  people  hes  planted  themeaelffis  what  preiudice  they  haue  brocht 
to  the  natives  of  these  plaicea. 

The  saida  straingera  haiffing  brocht  all  trade  both  outvard  and  invard 
in  thair  hands,  our  schipping  Hall  serue  for  nocfat  and  consequentlie  all 
Bchipping  sail  perleche  in  this  land,  for  quhat  salbe  transported  be  theme 
or  imported  salbe  doone  in  forrainc  boddumes  allanerlie,  for  they  will 
serve  themeselftia  with  thair  awin  and  of  these  with  quhome  they  keip  cor- 
respondence aud  intelligence  in  vther  plaices. 
Miir,  iK("iit.  3.   The   aaids  commissioners,   being    informit    that    Maiater    Kobert 

"""""'  Mure  was  of  inteiitioun  to  purches  ane  gift  of  his  Majestie  to  be  agent  fiw 

the  borrtiwis  at  Londoun  vpone  some  act  of  borrowis  purchasit  be  him  of 
aid,  tliairforc  onluDia  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  the  same  to 
thair  burghis  at  thair  homecuming,  and  the  saids  burghs  to  send  thur 
commissioners  sufRcienttie  instructed  thairin  to  the  nizt  generall  conven- 
tioun  of  borrowis. 

14  June  1628. 
(■.Mrmimiono,  ^_   j^e  Commissioners  of  borrowis  being  convenit,  and  vnderstanding 

Ailmirali.         that  thair  is  ane  signature  craving  to  be  enped  in  favoures  of  the  Duik 
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of  Lennox  anent  the  admiralitie  be  the  Eril  of  Lynlithgow,  and  feiring  ijjj^e^ig^s 
that  they  salbe   preiudgit   therby  in  thair  liberties,  thairfore  they  haue 


thocht  guid  that  his  Maiestie  be  petitioned  in  thair  names  that  nathing  Hay, 
may  pas  in  preiudice  of  the  saids  borrowis  and  thair  liberties,  quherof  ^dmiraiL 
thai  haue  bene  in  possessioun  this  lang  tyme  bypast,  and  thairfore  they 
giue  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  maister  Johnne  Hay  for  petitionating 
his  Maiestie  in  thair  names  for  staying  of  the  said  signature,  and  to  vse 
all  laufuU  meanes  for  opposing  against  the  same  and  staying  of  quhat- 
sumeuir  may  occure  quherin  thai  may  be  preiudgit  in  thair  saids  liberties, 
and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  contein  the  same  in  the  lettre  to  be  directed  to 
the  said  maister  Johnne,  quheranent  thir  presents  salbe  his  werrand. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Perth. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir ;  Perth,  Alexander  Pekth. 
Peibles,  Andro  Wilsoun  ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Halyebumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  ^  ^ 
Maister  Alexander  Jaffray ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane ;  Lyidithgow, 
Williame  Bell ;  Sanctandroes,  Sjrmeone  Gregour ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell 
Guninghame ;  Aire,  Johnne  Knicht ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Crystie ;  Hadding- 
toun,  Maister  James  Cokburne ;  Kirkcaldye,  Alexander  Law ;  Montrose, 
Johnne  Gairdin ;  Coupar,  Robert  Pitersone  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Henrie 
Moreis ;  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Irrwing  ;  Innemes,  Duncane  Forbes  ;  Brunty- 
land,  Williame  Meiklejohnne ;  Kinghome,  Maister  Robert  Guninghame ; 
Jedburgh,  Maister  Johnne  Rutherfuird ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johnne  Ewart ; 
Wigtoun,  Patrik  Edzear ;  Pittinveyme,  George  Kinghome  ;  Dumfermeling, 
Maister  Thomas  Wardlaw ;  Selkirk,  Maister  Johnne  Ker ;  Dumbar, 
George  Purves ;  Dumbartane,  Dauid  Watsoun  ;  Lanerick,  Gedione  Jak ; 
Abirbrothok,  Maister  James  Persoun ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Mure ;  Craill, 
Thomas  Guninghame ;  Thayne,  Dauid  Forrester ;  Gulrose,  Maister 
Eduard  Blair ;  Forfar,  Andro  Huntare  ;  Rutherglen,  Johnne  Thomesoun  ; 
Northberuick,  Johnne  Mure  ;  Innerkeithing  be  exemptioun  and  ratifica- 
tioun  producit  be  Bruntyland;  Brichen  and  Elgyne,  [the  same]  be  Johnne 
Nisbett ;  Ramfrew,  [the  same]  be  Glasgow;  BamfF,  [the  same]  be  Abirdein; 
Forres  and  Lauder  [the  same]  be  Johnne  Nisbett ;  Kilranie'  [the  same]  be 
Anstruther  Eister ;   Sanquhair,  [the  same]  be  Aire ;  Anstruther  Wester, 
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Citatioun, 
borrowia. 
Elected 


laved,  cb 


l>e  ratificatiouQ  produced  be  Johcoe  Nisbett ;  Rothesay,  [the  same]  be 
-  Glasgow ;   Culane,  [the  same]  be  Abirdeiu ;  Irrwing,  Quhithome,  Naime, 
Aanaad  and  LochmabeD  (planl^. 

1  July  1628. 

1.  The  commiasioner  of  Perth  verified  the  citation  of  tha  barghB. 

2.  Ale^aader  Peibles,  first  in  commisaion  for  Perth,  verified  the  dtation 
of  the  bttrghs. 

3.  The  hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  ten  till  twelve  and  from  two  till 
six.  Same  regulations  aa  to  attendance,  speaking  and  voting  as  at  but  general 
convention. 

I.  ForsameLkle  as  the  commiaaiouQ  sent  be  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  be 
e.  tbair  commissioQer,  Gabriell  Cuaingbame,  being  red  and  considderit  be 
the  commissiouers  of  borrowes,  they  £nd  that  Ninian  Andersoun,  deykin 
convenar  for  the  craftis  of  the  said  burgh,  is  elected  commisaioaer 
Goniunctlie  and  seuerallie  with  the  said  Gabriell,  which  is  againat  the 
actes  of  borrowia  maid  anent  the  electioun  of  commissioners,  and  thaii^ 
fore  they  deccme  the  said  bui^h  in  ane  vnlaw  of  tuentie  pundia,  and 
ordanis  the  agent  to  vplift  the  same  and  to  be  chairgit  therwith  in  bis 
comptes,  and  to  produce  his  diligence  theranent  to  the  nist  generaJl  con- 
ventioun  of  borrowis,  and  siclyik  dischairges  the  said  Minian  of  his  pairt 
of  the  said  commissioun  and  fyndis  he  can  haif  no  plaice  nor  vote  in  this 
conventioun. 

5.  Forsamcikle  as  the  bui^h  of  Annatid  hes  elected  maister  Symeon 
Weild,  thair  scoole  maister,  to  be  commissioner  for  theme  whiche  is  against 
the  actes  of  borrowia  maid  ancnt  the  electioun  of  commissionera,  thairfore 
they  dischairges  him  of  his  commissioun  and  fyndia  him  incapabill  of  the 
plaice  of  ane  commissioner  amanga  themo,  and  declairea  the  said  burgh 
absent,  and  vnlawia  theme  in  the  sourae  of  tuentie  pundis,  and  ordanis  the 
agent  to  vplift  the  aamin  and  to  be  chairgit  therwith  in  his  comptes  and 
to  produce  his  diligence  heiraneot  to  the  nixt  generall  conventiouD  vS 
borrowis. 

C.  Gi'snted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Annand  to  abide  from  all  general  oonveo- 
tiona  for  seven  yo-ara  on  the  usual  conditions  ;  and  "  considering  the  povertie  and 
.,  meannea  of  the  said  burgh  "  diapcnstd  with  the  unlaw  previously  incurred. 
F^^o'tiwh  ^'  ^'  ^'  ■**''*  passed  in  terms  aimilar  to  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  acta  of  last 

liig,  miuiT>.     general  convention. 


Atmancl. 
Outland 
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1 0.   Forsameikle  as  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  being  informit  that  Perth. 
the  toun  of  Brichen  hes  not  put  the  common n  guid  to  the  hiest  availe, 


Sriclioii  gIoc* 

nor  hes  imployit  the  same  vpone  the  commoun  vses  of  thair  burgh,  and  tione  magis- 
that  thair  thesaurer  hes  not  maid  his  comptes  since  the  yeir  of  God  1617,  S^'ho^itan, 
as  lyikwayes  that  the  maister  of  thair  hospitall  hes  maid  no  comptes  this  nMsave. 
lang  tyme  bypast  of  his  intromissioun  with  thair  hospitall  rents,  and  that 
thair  clerk  does  not  keip  ane  autentick  register  of  the  infeftments  givin 
be  him  within  the  toun,  nor  keipes  ane  formall  court  buik  for  the  pro- 
cessis  led  and  deducit  before  thair  baillies,  nor  ane  register  of  thair  sen- 
tences, thairfore  ordanis  the  agent  to  summond  the  said  burgh  to  compeir 
before  theme  at  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  and  to  bring  with  thame 
thair  saids  comptes  of  thair  commoun  guid  weill  imployit,  with  ane  per- 
fyte  rentall  thairof,  as  also  to  ansuer  for  the  registers  of  thair  infeftments 
and  court  buikes,  vnder  the  payne  of  xl  lib. ;  and  ordanis  the  agent  to 
report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

11.  The  commissioners,  "  vpone  houp  of  reformatioun  of  the  bygane  abussis,"  Wigtoun,  elec- 
remitted  the  unlaw  incurred  by  the  burgh  of  Wigton  conform  to  the  1 3th  act  of  Jj^^'  S^ve 
last  general  convention,  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  conform  to  the  acts  in  future. 

1  la.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Innemes  to  take  further  proceedings  against  the  ^^?f;™®*'_,_, 
unfree  traders  mentioned  in  the  1 4th  act  of  last  general  convention.  missiye. 

12.  Referring  to  the  38th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  Perth, 
ordained  the  burgh  of  Perth  to  require  one  of  their  burgesses  to  make  residence  MitcheU, 
within  the  burgh  or  to  cause  him  desist  from  using  the  liberty  of  free  burghs. 

2  July  1628. 

13.  [Anent  the  2nd  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on  13th  Commissione, 
June  last,  John  Hay,  commissioner  then  appointed,]  compeirand  this  day  ro^^admh^ii, 
declaired  his  haill  proceidinefs  in  the  said  mater,  and  that  his  Maiestie  Seyfort,  mis 

S1V6. 

had  signed  the  same  and  had  referrit  the  same  to  be  considderit  be  the 
lord  is  of  his  Maiesties  exchequer,  thairfore  the  present  commissioners  of 
borrowis  ratifies  and  approves  the  said  Maister  Johnne  Hay  his  proceidings 
therin,  and  considdering  how  far  the  same  may  preiudge  the  whole 
borrowis,  thairfore  apointis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye, 
Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  -Aire,  Hadding- 
toun,  Bruntyland,  Kirkcaldie,  Innemes,  Anstruther  Eister,  Montros  and 
Dumbar  to  meit  and  con  vein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  aucht  of 

2l 


burroucM. 


I 


I 
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Pkrth.  this  instant,  and  thair  to  treat,  ressoun,  vote  and  conclnd  vpone  the  best 

2  ujrj^_^ —  meanes  they  can  find  out  for  staying  of  the  said  signatures,  to  which 
cortario  bur-  borrowis  SO  convenmg,  or  maist  pairt  of  theme,  the  present  commissioners 
n'^fort^mi^^^'  of  borrowis  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  in  the  said  mater  and 
•ivo.  all  vther  thinges  concerning  the  generall  weill  of  the  borrowis  and  main- 

tenance of  thair  liberties  and  priueledgea 
Bubniiiwione  1 4.  Forsameikle  as  it  hes  pleased  his  Maiestie,  out  of  his  special!  graice 

and  favour  to  his  burghis,  to  signifie  by  his  missiwe  lettre  direct  to  the 
present  commissioners,  and  presented  to  theme  be  Maister  Johnne  Hay, 
his  royall  will  anent  the  mater  of  the  tyithes,  as  the  same  of  the  dait  at 
Quhythall  the  20  of  Junij  last  beires ;  and  the  saids  commissioneris, 
acknawledging  humblie  his  Maiesties  favour  bestowit  vpone  theme,  and 
considdering  that  his  sacreid  Maiestie,  thair  dread  Soverayne,  out  of  his 
royall  cair,  fatherlie  and  tender  affectioun  to  the  publick  guid  of  all  his 
Maiesties  subjectes  of  this  his  Maiesties  native  and  ancient  kingdome  of 
Scotland,  for  frieing  theme  frome  the  extremite  and  domage  may  ensew 
to  theme  be  leiding  of  thair  tjrithes,  intends  to  tak  such  course  as  heir- 
cftcr  ilk  man  sail  posses  and  injoy  the  tyithes  of  the  landis  pertening  to 
theme  in  propertie,  and  they  acknawledging  themeselffes  to  be  bundin  in 
dewtye  to  the  advancement  of  all  his  Maiesties  royall  designes,  tending 
to  so  publict  ane  guid,  thairfore  to  be  bundin  and  obleist,  lyik  as  thai  and 
ilk  ane  of  theme  for  thair  awin  burghis  respectiue  vnderwrittin,  binds  and 
obhiisHis  theme  and  thair  successouris  to  graunt  vnto  ilk  heretour  of  the 
seuerall  landis  quherof  the  tjdthes  doe  to  theme  appertain,  efter  the 
expyiring  of  the  present  takkis  alreddie  grantit  be  theme,  to  the  present 
takkismen,  such  richtijs  and  securities  for  perpetuall  injoying  of  thair  awin 
teinds,  and  for  payment  of  such  rates  and  teind  rentall  boUes  of  victuall 
as  his  Maiestie  in  his  royall  judgement  sail  deceme  theme,  submitting 
theme  selffis  ilk  ane  for  thair  awin  pairts  theranent  to  his  Maiesties  royall 
(lecreit  and  sentemce,  and  quhat  salbe  the  trew  rate,  estimatioun,  and 
(^uantitie  of  the  said  teind,  and  quhat  securitie  salbe  maid  to  theme  be 
the  saids  heretouris  for  yeirlie  payment  to  be  maid  to  thame,  ilk  ane  for 
thair  awin  pairts  of  the  said  teind  boUes  of  victuall  of  such  sorts  as  sail 
grow  vpone  the  same  lands  yeirlie,  as  salbe  decemit  be  his  Maiestie 
betuixt  Yuile  and  Candlemes,  for  payment  quherof  the  same  landis  salbe 
lyabill  and  bund  in  securitie  of  the  same,  and  ar  content  and  consentes. 
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ilk  ane  of  theme  for  tbair  awin  pairts,  that  his  sacred  Maiestie  give  furth  t^^'^^.^t^o 
his  pleasoure  and  determinatioun  anent  the  premissis  referrit  vnto  his  <.  ,    .  . — 
Maiestie  in  maner  foresaid  betuixt  the  day  and  dait  heirof  and  the  last  burroues. 
day  of  December  in  the  yeir  of  God  j™  vj*^  tuentie  nyne  yeires,  as  sail 
seeme  guid  to  his  Maiestie,  with  powar  also  to  his  Maiestie  to  prorogat 
the  tyme  of  his  geiving  furth  of  the  said  determinatioun  to  whatsumeuir 
day  or  dayes  heirefter  as  sail  seeme  guid  to  his  Maiestie  out  of  his  royall 
wisdome ;  and  farder  byndis  and  obleissis  theme  and  thair  successouris, 
ilk  ane  of  thame  for  thair  awin  pairts  and  burghs  respectiue  vnderwrittin, 
in  caice  it  salbe  fund  that  the  rents  of  the  tyithes,  grit  or  small  victual,  or 
syluer  duetyes  of  the  same,  dotted  for  sustentatioun  of  the  ministers, 
rectour  and  regents  of  thair  colledges,  maisters  of  thair  scooles,  and  poore 
of  thair  hospitallis  of  thair  seuerall  burghis,  payit  to  theme,  sail  exceid 
the  yeirlie  soumes  of  money  expendit  be  theme  for  the  foresaid  pious  vses 
and  thair  intertaynement  in  the  stipends  of  the  saids  ministers,  rectour, 
and  regents  of  thair  colledges,  maisters  of  thair  scooles,  and  of  thair  puire 
in  thair  saids  hospitalles,  then  and  in  that  caice  to  pay  yeirlie  to  his 
Maiestie  and  his  coUectours,  ilk  ane  for  thair  awin  pairts,  furth  of  the 
superplus  and  excres  of  the  saids  dewtyes  remayning  by  and  attour  the  pay- 
ment of  the  stipends  of  the  saids  ministers,  rectour  and  regents  of  thair 
saids  colledges,  maisters  of  thair  scooles,  and  intertayinement  of  the  said 
poore  in  thair  saids  hospitallis,  out  of  ilk  boll  of  best  quheitt,  ten  shillings, 
out  of  ilk  boll  of  best  beir,  eicht  shillings,  and  out  of  ilk  boll  of  best  aittes, 
peas,  and  meale,  sax  shillings,  and  the  said  rent  to  be  modifiet  out  of  the 
whole  rest  of  the  teind  boUes  of  victuall  of  the  teinds  foresaid  beins:  of 
inferiour  worth,  guidnes,  and  pryices,  according  to  the  pfbportioun  of  the 
said  duetye  and  rent  laid  and  imposed  vpone  the  best  boll  of  euerie  kynd 
in  maner  foresaid ;  and  whair  aittes  ar  of  the  nature  that  thai  will  not 
rander  above  half  meale  the  rent  to  be  thrie  shillings,  and  of  euerie 
hundreth    merkis  of  personage   and  wiccarage  teynds  which   ar  not   of 
victuall,  the  soume  of  sex  merkis  money  of  yeirlie  rent  and  duetye ;  and 
ordanis  the  submissioun  sent  doun  to  them  of  the  teunour  foresaid  to  be 
subscryuit  be  the  haill  commissioners  present  and  be  thair  generall  clerk 
in  name  of  the  rest,  who  be  thair  seuerall  ratificatiounes  hes  ratified  the 
haill  proceidings  of  the  commissioners  in  this  present  conventioun,  and 
for  these  that  ar  absent  conforme  to  the  ordour  obseruit  be  the  borrowis 
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Pkrth. 

2  July  1628. 


Hiihmiiwiono 
biirrouof. 


Hylwrvo  iijc 
^I'llitiM. 


Factow,  col- 
hwUint  of  the 
niiniMiurH 
Htipond,  con- 
Hcrvator,  miu- 
mve. 


in  thair  proceidings,  and  ordanis  the  said  submissioim,  so  subscryuit  and  to 
bo  superscryvit  be  his  Maiestie,  to  be  sent  to  his  Maiestie  with  this  present 
act  in  taiken  of  thair  obedience  to  his  Maiestie  in  all  his  royall  inten- 
tiounes,  with  all  diligence,  immediatlie  efter  the  dissolving  of  this  present 
conventioun,  quhairof  thai  remitt  the  cair  to  the  borrowis  that  ar  apointit 
to  mcitt  at  Edinburgh  the  aucht  of  this  instant,  and  the  saids  burghs  to 
report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 

15.  The  commissioners  granted  to  Maister  George  Syidserff  one  hundred 
giiidlingH  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  guidlings  granted  to  him  by  the  7th 
act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  November  last. 

16.  The  commissioners  for  saving  the  expenses  of  collection,  ordained  that 
in  future  **  the  factoris,  yeirlie,  each  one  of  theme  thair  yeir  about,"  should  uplift 
the  impost  for  the  minister's  stipend  and  account  for  the  same.  To  this  effect 
they  discharged  Robert  Griersoun,  the  present  collector,  and  directed  him  to  give  in 
his  accounts  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh. 

(!ommiiwiono,  17.  Forcsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis,  considdering  the 

rouoH,' victmiii,  (h)arth  of  victuall  amongs  the  burghis  of  the  west,  thairfore  they  give  full 
I'ivo*"'^'  ""**  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burghis  that  ar  appointed  to  meit  at 
Edinburgh  the  aucht  of  this  instant  to  tak  notice  thairof  with  the  act 
Hott  doun  be  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  privie  counsall  anent  the  import- 
ing and  exporting  of  victuall,  and  to  tak  the  best  course  for  preventing 
the  said  dearth  and  remedieing  what  may  preiudge  the  saids  borrowis  in 
the  said  act ;  as  lyikwayes,  to  adyvse  vpone  the  best  expedient  they  can 
fynd  out  in  the  mater  of  the  new  forme  of  tanning  and  impost  layed  vpone 
lethcr,  and  to  prosecut  the  same. 

1 8.  Forcsameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis,  haiveing  ressauit 
and  apointed  James  and  vmquhill  maister  Robert  Wynrahames  agents 
and  procuratours  for  theme  in  all  thair  generall  seruices,  coniunctlie  and 
Hoverallie,  and  that  now  it  hcs  pleased  God  to  call  the  said  maister  Robert 
out  of  this  lyifF,  and  that  the  said  James  being  throuch  aige  becum  infirme 
and  vnablo  to  dischairge  the  said  office  allone,  and  thairfore  be  his 
missiwe  direct  to  the  present  commissioneris  humblie  craived  that  it  vald 
pleis  thair  lordships  to  adjoyne  Alexander  Aikenheid,  writter  in 
Edinburgh,  with  him  in  the  said  plaice ;  thairfore,  and  in  regaird  of  the 
said   James  his  bygane  and  long  seruice,   and  in  consideratioun  of  the 


Aikiiilioid 
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qualificatioun  and  abilitie  of  the  said  Alexander  to  dischairge  the  said  2Ju^y  1628. 

plaice,   thairfore  they  be  thir  presentis  makkis  and  statuttes   the   saids  XikSheid 

James  Wynrahame  and  Alexander  Aikenheid  thair  agents  and  procnra-  agent. 
tours  in  all  thair  commoun  effaires,  coniunctlie  and  seuerallie,  gevand, 
grantand,  and  disponand  to  theme  the  office  thairof,  with  all  fies  and 
deutyes  belonging  thairto,  to  indure  at  the  guidwill  and  pleasoure  of  the 
borrowis  allanerlie  ;  and  the  said  Alexander,  compeirand,  gaive  his  aith  to 
be  ane  thankfuU  seruand  to  the  said  borrowis  in  all  thair  effaires. 

19.  The  commissioners  authorised  Alexander  Aikinheid,  agent,  to  receive  the  Agent  dewes. 
sums  of  money  contained  in  the  missive. 

20.  Granted  licence  to  the  commissioner  of  Wigtoun  to  depart  from  this  Wigtoune. 
convention. 

3  July  1628. 

21.  Ordained  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  8th  inst.,  to  take  Faires  in  the 
proceedings  before  the  privy  council  regarding  a  complaint  of  "  the  nichtboures  north,  missive, 
resorting  to  the  faires  of  Sanct  Serff,  Sanct  Laurell  fair,  and  Bartill  fair,"  [that  they] 

"  ar  heavielie  oppressed  be  George  Gordoun  of  Newtoun,  Johnne  Leith  of  Hairt- 
hill,  and  Alexander  maister  of  Forbes,  be  exacting  of  theme  certane  grit  and 
exorbitant  customes,  and  by  violent  wounding  of  theme  and  taking  frome  theme 
thair  waires,  and  not  onlie  frome  theme  hot  frome  his  Majesties  haill  lieges,  far 
contrare  to  the  decreit  obtenit  against  theme  by  the  lordis  of  his  Majestie  privie 
counsall." 

22.  Kemitted  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  8th  Commissione, 
inst.  to  procure  from  the  conservator  an  account  of  certain  duties  due  under  conservator, 
the  injunctions  set  down  to  him,  and  to  inquire  into  other  grievances  against 

him. 

23.  Decerned  the  burgh  of   Montrose  to  make  payment  to  George  Suttie  Montrose, 
of  £7,  Ss.  4d.  grit  Flemish  money,  being  dues  of  impost  payable  by  one  of  their  Sutie. 
burgesses. 

24.  Decerned  the  burgh  of  Dysart  to  pay  to   George  Suttie  £24,  16s.  8d.  Dysart,  Sutie, 
grit  Flemish  money,  dues  of  impost  payable  by  them.  conservator. 

25.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Pettinweyme,  as  in  the  8th  act  of  last  general  Petinwe3rme, 
convention,  to  deprive  one  of  their  alleged  burgesses  of  his  liberty  or  to  cause  Touch,  missive. 
him  to  make  residence  within  burgh. 

26.  The  commissioner  of  Glasgow  declared  that  he,  in  name  of  the  burgh,  Glasgow  con- 
passed  from  the  complaint  against  Dumbartane  referred  to  in  the  30th  act  of  tra  Dumbar- 
last  general  convention. 
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8  July  1628.  27.   Forsameikle  as  it  being  meanitto  the  present  commissioners  that 

--; —  the  haill  natioun  trading  to  Flanders  does  suflFer  grit  domage  and  hurt 

Chairpre  of  the     ,  ,  .  -     ,     .  .    ,  ,     .  f  ?  ^i  i     • 

stapeii,  missive,  through  occasioun  01  thair  staiple  port  being  at  the  toun  oi  Campheir, 
and  that  the  samin  may  more  convenientlie  be  plaiced  in  sum  ^vther 
pairt,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufHcientlie 
instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  and  resolutioun  theranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

Ratificatione,  28.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  admission   of  Eduard  Trotter,   son  of 

rotter,  actor.  j^Ym  Trotter,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  to  be  factor  of  the  nation  at  Campheir. 

Trotter  collec-  29.  The  commissioners  appointed   Eduard  Trotter  to  be   collector  of  the 

ministers  impost  for  the  minister's  stipend  at  Campheir. 

dewes. 

Eigyne,  elec-  30.   The  commissioners  of  borrowis,  being  informit  that  the  burgh  of 

traJs,*  com^*     Elgyne  does  not  proceid  formalie  in  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis, 
Bamff' out?aiid  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^i^Me  of  late  fowit  out  thair  commoun  landis  at  small  availl, 
imrgessis,  mis-  to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  ther  commoun  guid,  to  sum  of  thair  awin 
nichtboures,  as  lyikwayes  that  they  and  the  burgh  of  Bamff  hes  sindrie 
and  diuers  burgessis  residents  without  thair  burgh  and  sufferis  theme  for 
ane  smal  soume  of  money  to  vse  the  libertie  of  thair  burghe  without  the 
same,  to  the  grit  preiudice  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowis,  thairfore  the 
saids  commissioneris  ordanis  [the  burgh  of  Elgyne  to  conform  to  the  acts 
and  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  the  form  of  election,  rental 
of  lands,  and  both  burghs  to  produce  diligence  against  outland  burgesses.] 
Commissione  31 .  Anent  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  be  Duncan  Forbas,  commissioner 

miMWe"^"*^*'  for  the  burgh  of  Iimemes,  in  name  of  the  said  burgh,  regraiting  the 
heavie  hurt  and  domage  thair  inhabitants  hes  susteynit  throw  the  rigorous 
pursute  of  the  Erie  of  Murray,  throw  the  patent  grantit  to  him  of  leive- 
tennentrie  within  thair  schirrefdom,  quhairby  thair  haill  inhabitants  ar 
licklie  to  be  redactit  to  extreme  povertie  and  necessitie,  so  that  the  said 
burgh  is  licklie  to  perisch  and  decay  frome  amongs  thair  nomber,  thair- 
fore the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis  ordanis  the  burghis  that  ar 
appointit  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  aucht  of  this  instant  to  tak  the 
same  to  thair  serious  consideratioun  and  to  tak  sum  course  quhairby  they 
may  be  relievit  of  anie  farder  violence  or  hurt  and  to  prosecut  the  same. 
DumiMirtaiie,  32.  The  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  grantes  and  giues  licence  to 

the  burgh  of  Dumbartan  to  impetrat  of  our  Soverayne  Lord  the  gift  of  the 
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impositioun  following,  to  be  bestowit  be  theme  vpone  thair  watter  workes  3j\ii?i628. 
for  preservatioun  of  thair   burgh  fra  the  invndatioun  of  the   watter  of 


Levin,  for  the  spaice  of  nyntein  yeires,  viz.,  of  ilk  kow,  ox,  hors,  stott,  impost, 
meire,  and  staig  that  cumes  within  the  libertie  and  friedome  of  the  said 
burgh  and  passis  throw  the  samen  to  quhatsumeuir  mercattis,  be  the 
awners,  caryers,  and  dryvers  thairof,  aucht  pennyes ;  of  ilk  merchand 
cummand  to  the  tua  seuerall  faires  within  the  said  burgh,  the  ane  thair- 
of callit  Lambes  fair  and  the  vther  callit  Patrikmes  fair,  that  keipes  buith 
within  the  samen,  tua  s.  sex  pennyes;  off  ilk  cloathman,  smithis 
and  vthers  standing  vpone  the  commoun  calsayis  of  the  said  burgh,  haiff- 
ing  geir  to  sell,  tuelff  pennyes ;  of  ilk  crame  standing  vpone  the  calsay, 
sex  pennyes ;  of  ilk  bott  that  hes  timber  or  bark  passing  throw  thair 
rewar  to  anie  mercattis  or  to  the  mercattis  of  the  said  burgh,  at  ilk  tyme 
thrie  shillingis  four  pennyes ;  of  ilk  boll  of  bark  said  in  the  said  mercat, 
sex  pennyes ;  of  ilk  schip,  bark,  and  crear  cuming  frome  anie  forraine 
pairts  or  frome  the  YUes,  within  the  libertie  of  the  said  burgh,  at  ilk 
tyme,  the  schip  being  abone  fjrftie  twn,  the  sowme  of  threttein  shillings 
four  pennyes ;  the  bark  being  above  tuentie  tun,  sex  schillingis  aucht 
pennyes ;  the  crear  being  above  fyve  twn,  thrie  schillingis  iiijd.,  and  that 
to  be  payit  be  the  awners  or  maisteris  of  the  schippis,  crears,  and  veschellis, 
quhairof  the  guides  to  pay  the  tua  pairt  and  the  veschell  the  thrid  pairt ; 
ilk  coupar  boit  of  hering,  aines  in  the  yeir  thrie  schillingis  iiijd.;  with  this 
provisioun  alwayes  that  they  bqstow  the  samin  vpone  thair  said  water 
workes  as  saidis  and  be  comptable  thairof  to  the  saids  commissioners  of 
borrowis. 


33.  Anent  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Culros  craving  support  to  the  SuppUoatione, 
repair  of  their  harbour,  the   commissioners  appointed  the  burghs  of  Stirling,  Culrose, 
Linlithgow,  and  Dumfermling  to  visit  the  harbour  and  report  to  next  general 
convention. 

34.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Inerkithiug  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  Blaikburne 
general  convention  sufficiently  instructed  to  answer  the  claim  of  Williame  Blaik-  kithing, 
bume,  bailie,  for  repayment  of  certain  sums  of  money  disbursed  by  him,  and  missive. 
a])pointed  the  burghs  of  Bruntyland,  Dumfermeling,  Culros  and  Kinghorne  to 

take  trial  of  the  complaint  and  to  report. 

35.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Forfar,  Northberuick,  Abirbrothok  and  Exemptionet. 
Thayne  to  abide  from  all  general  conventions  for  three  years. 
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Perth. 

4  July  1628. 

Sutie  compts, 
missivo. 


Plaiding, 

yaime, 

missivo. 


4  July  1628. 

36.  In  terms  of  the  36th  act  of  last  general  convention,  George  Suittie, 
merchant,  produced  his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  to 
him  from  1st  May  1627  till  23d  June  last,  extending  to  £433,  8s.  6d.  gritt  Flemish 
money,  which  being  deducted  from  £791,  6s.  lid.  there  is  left  owing  to  Sutie 
£357,  18s.  6d.,  for  payment  of  which  he  was  authorised  to  continue  in  uplifting 
the  impost,  and  certain  burghs  were  ordained  to  make  payment  to  him  of  money 
due  by  their  inhabitants. 

37.  The  same  day,  it  being  regraitted  among  the  commissioners  be  the 
tredders  with  plaiding,  it  being  aue  of  the  chieffest  commodities  of  this 
cuntrey,  of  the  grit  falsett  that  hes  croppin  in  of  late  among  the  workers 
of  the  said  plaiding,  and  in  rolling  thair  webs  vp  so  hard  that  thair  dissait 
cannot  be  convenientlie  tryet,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair 
commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  for  prevent- 
ing thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis,  and  this  to  be 
ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiwe ;  and  siclyk,  the  saids  commissioners,  vnder- 
standing  that  the  tred  of  yaime  now  being  come  to  ane  gritt  trade  in  this 
cuntrey,  and  that  the  poore  people  that  telles  the  samin  does  not  onlie  in 
selling  thairof  dissaive  the  buyars,  bot  also  in  the  lenth  of  the  reiU,  not- 
withstanding of  diners  constitutiounes  maid  theranent  of  before,  thairfore 
ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun of  borrowis  for  remedieinsr  thairof. 


Selkirk,  elec- 
tione, 

magibtrates, 
missive. 

Forrot, 
minister  at 
Campheir. 


37a.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Selkirk,  in  the  election  of  their  magistrates,  to 
conform  to  the  acts,  and  to  send  the  form  of  their  election  to  next  general 
convention. 

38.  Foresameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  being  requyrit  be 
ane  article  of  thair  last  generall  missiwe  for  plantatioun  of  the  kirk  of 
Campheir,  vacand  in  thair  handis  be  dimissioun  of  maister  George 
Syidserff,  late  minister  thairat,  euer  since  his  dimissioun,  quhilk  was  the 
tent  of  Julij  1627,  and  being  vnwilling  that  the  samin  sould  lye  anie 
longer  vnplantit ;  and  vnderstanding  of  the  literature  and  qualificatioun 
of  maister  Johnne  Forrett,  present  minister  at  Newbime  in  Fyifl^  thair- 
fore thai  haue  elected  and  chosen,  lyik  as  thai  be  thir  presentis  electis  and 
iiominattis  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  be  minister  at  the  said  kirk  for 
serving  of  the  cure  thairof,  and  ordanis  ane  presentatioun  to  be  exped  to 
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him  thairvpone  vnder  the  subscriptioun  of  thair  generall  clerk  ia  thair  Perth. 
names ;  lyik  as  the  said  maister  Johnne  this  day  compeirand  accepted 


Forrot. 

vpone  him  the  cure  of  the  said  kirk,  and  obleist  himselflf  for  serving  and  minister  at 
abyiding  therat  or  whair  it  sould  happin  theme  to  affix  thair  staiple  in  ^*°^P^®*^- 
anie  pairt  of  the  Law  Cuntreyis,  and  for  teaching  of  the  word,  ministring 
of  the  sacraments,  and  doeing  all  vther  functioun  perteining  to  ane 
minister ;  and  for  this  eflfect  obleissis  him  to  transport  him  selflF  with  his 
whole  familie  to  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  betuixt  and  Alhallowmes  nixt ; 
for  the  quhilkis  caussis  the  present  commissioners  of  borrowis  grantis  and 
gives  to  the  said  maister  Johne  for  his  yeirlie  stipend  and  seruice  during 
his  remayning  and  seruice  at  the  said  kirk,  or  whair  it  salhappin  the 
samin  to  be,  the  soume  of  aucht  hundreth  guidlings  yeirlie  to  be  payit  to 
him  in  name  of  stipend  at  four  vsual  termes  in  the  yeir,  viz.,  Alhallowmes, 
Candlemes,  Beltan  and  Lambes,  to  be  payit .  furth  of  the  impost  grantit 
and  appointit  for  defraying  of  the  said  ministers  stipend.  .  .  .  And 
appointes  for  his  present  duelling  hous  the  hous  agreit  vpone  be  the  toun 
of  Campheir  for  thair  minister,  conforme  to  the  contract  past  betuixt  the 
saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  and  the  commissioners  for  his  Excellence 
and  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  of  the  dait  at  Campheir  the  1 9  of  Novem- 
ber J  6 1 2,  with  all  immunities  and  priveledges  injoyit  be  the  factors  thair. 

39.  The  burgh  of  Whithome  decerned  in  an  unlaw  of  £20  for  not  making  Whithome, 
payment  of  £9,  17s.  6d.  of  missive  dues.  unlayed. 

40.  Alexander  Aikinbeid,  agent,  granted  the  receipt  from  the  present  com-  Agont,  dls- 
missioners  of  3,300  merks  due  to  James  Rae,  merchant,  conform  to  the  27th  burrcmes 
act  of  last  genei'al  convention,  with  £240  Scots,  conform  to  the  5th  act  of  the 
particular  convention  held  on  11  July  last;  also  £840  Scots  due  to  Thomas 
Chairteres,  conform   to  the  3d  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on  21st 
November  last;  also  £261,  7s.  6d.  due  to  umquhile  Robert  Wynrahame,  with 

£170,  128.  viij  d.  due  to  James  Rae,  conform  to  the  39th  act  of  last  general  con- 
vention, excepting  £9,  16s.  6d.  due  by  Quhithorne. 

41.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Bamff,  Jedburgh,  and  Tnnerkeithing  to  produce  Bamflf, 

the  form  of  the  election  of  their  magistrates  at  Michaelmas  next,  and  to  conform  inericeWhmi?. 
to  the  acta. 

42.  Granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Pettinweyme  to  abide  from  all  general  Exemptione, 
conventions  for  three  years.  Pitinweyme. 

43.  There  were  produced  accounts  of  the  disbursements  of  umquhile  Mr  Robert  Agents, 
Wynrahame,  agent,  extending  to  £176, 13s.  4d.,  and  with  two  years*  profit  to  £210,  ^^J^e.*™®' 
and  the  accounts  of  James  Wynrahame  extending  to  £46,  1 3s.  4d.,  with  £20  paid 

2  M 
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VvMiH.  to  the  clerk  of  this  burgh,  and  other  £20  paid  to  the  general  clerk,  and  a  years 

4  July  1Q28.      profit  of  all,  extending  in  whole  to  £96,  ISs.  4:d.     Each  burgh  was  ordained  to 
^«"tf  send  their  parts  of  the  above  sums  to  next  general  convention. 

CllrlToTperth,      ^^'  ^^dained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  bui*gh  of  Perth  £20  for  directing  the 
tti^tsiii.  missives  this  year. 


rornmiiwicme, 

Forrct, 

ruiMMivo. 


Nixt  con  yen- 
tioiiu. 


5  July  1628. 

45.  [Referring  to  the  38th  act  of  this  convention]  ordanis  the  com- 
missioners of  Dundye,  Sanctandroes,  Coupar  and  Bruntyland  to  pas  with 
maister  Johnne  Forrett  to  the  richt  reverend  Father  in  God,  my  lord 
archiebischop  of  Sanctandroes,  and  schaw  his  lordschip  how  that  the  said 
plaice  being  vacand,  thai  haue  presentit  the  said  maister  Johmie  to  the 
same,  and  to  deale  with  his  lordschip  for  his  transplantatioun  thairto,  and 
the  saids  commissioners  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent 

4C.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Culros  in  July  next. 


Ef)fi«»t;Hoif. 
8  July  1028. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir;  Perth,  Patrik  Ander- 
Houn ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Halybumetoun ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander 
Jaffray ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Williame  Bell ;  Sanct- 
androes, Robert  Taelyeour ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cunninghame ;  Aire, 
Johnne  Knicht ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Bruntyland, 
Williame  Moiklojohnne ;  Kirkcaldye,  Alexander  Law ;  Innemes,  Duncan 
Forbas;  Mcmtrose,  (blank)',  Dumfreis,  Johnne  Irrwing;  Anstruther 
Eistcr,  Henrie  Moreis ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves. 

8  July  1628. 
1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator. 

10  July  1628. 

ConimiMione,  2.  Hefcrring  to  the   3l8t  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissiQnefB 

^^^"f  m"'         appointed  Alexander  Jaffray  and  another,  merchants  in  Aberdeen,  commiBBioiien 
ini«iye. 


Moderator. 
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to  the  Earl  of  Murray  to  deal  with  him  for  settling  the  question  between  his  lord-  f(???^^fi9i 

ship  and  the  inhabitants  of  Innemes.     In  case  they  failed  to  settle,  these  two ^ — 

commissioners  were  directed  to  advise  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  thereof,  "  and  the  AbST^^°°^' 
said  burgh  incaice  thair  salbe  anie  direct  from  hence  to  his  Majestie  in  thair  erl  of  Murray, 
vther  efiaires,  ordanis  theme  to  direct  ane  commission n  to  theme  for  regraitting  ""^^^®' 
of  the  estaitt  of  the  said  burgh  to  his  Majestie  and  for  dealling  with  his  Majestie 
for  redres  thairof  in  thair  names." 

11  July  1628. 

3.  Anent  the  2 2d  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  gave  com-  Commlssione, 
mission  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  take  trial  regarding  "  the  hurts  the  tredders  ^^er^^J 
in  Flanders  susteynis  throuch  occasioun  of  the  conservator  "  and  as  to  "  sum  new  missive. 
impositioun  being  imposed  vpone  them  be  the  said  conservator  and  of  the  dain- 

gera  oure  nichtboures  vnderlyes." 

4.  Anent  the  21st  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  ordained  Agent,  fairs  in 
that  the  heritors  be  charged  for  keeping  of  the  decreet  against  them  and  directed  ^^^^^^' 
the  agent  to  raise  the  necessary  letters. 

5.  Ordained  the  clerk  to  subscribe  the  submission  referred  to  in  the  14th  act  ^*y»  submis- 
of  last  general  convention  "  and  to  extract  the  act  maid  theranent  and  to  deliuer         ' 

the  same  to  Maister  Johnne   Hay  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Williame  Alexander  for 
delyverie  the  same  into  his  Majesties  handis." 

6.   The    saids    commissioners,    considdering    the    necessitie   of   thair  Commissione, 
affaires,  and  how  mutche  neid  thai  haue  to  be  advysed  therin  if  anie  parHamlBnt' 
parliament  sould  occur,  thairfore  they  ordayne  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  "^^i^sive. 
that    whensoeuir    anie    parliament    salbe    indicted,    with   all   convenient 
diligence  therefter  to  convein  with  theme  the  burghis  of  Perth,  Dundye, 
Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow  and  Haddingtoun, 
and  to  requir  theme  for  sending  of  thair  commissioners  for  meitting  at 
thair  said  burgh  weill  instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  for  taking  of  sum 
guid  course  anent  thair  haill  effaires  and  liberties,  to  which  borrowis  so 
convenand  the  present  commissioneris  gives  thair  full  powar  and  com- 
missioun  to  doe,  vse,  and   exerce  all  and   whatsumeuir  they  micht  doe 
themeselfFes  or  what  thai  sail  find  most  meitt  and  expedient  for  the  weill 
of  the  borrowis,  and  the  said  burgh  and  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

7.  Anent  the  reference  maid  be  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  con-  Commissione, 
venit   at   Perth   to   the    commissioners   presentlie    conveynit   anent    the  Seyfort,  ad- 
signatures    craived    to   be   exped   be   the    Duik    of    Lennox    anent    the  ™"^  '  ®*^* 


lliiL^.. 
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EDrNnrROH.     admiralitie  of  this  kintrdome,  and  be  the  Erie  of  Seafort  for  erecting  of 

11  Julv  1(J*^8  o  '  o 

^  ^^  '    the  burgh  of  Stronway  in  the  He  of  the  Lewes  in  ane  frie  burgh  royall 

EdhXn^h?**'  ^^^  planting  of  the  same  with  straingeris,  and  the  signature  of  making 
miSriJniith- ^^  pouder  be  the  Erie  of  Lynlithgow ;  and  the  present  commissioners 
goe,  burghs  of  haiflSng  comperit  before  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  privie  counsall  ther- 
aiye.    '  anent,  and  Tyisday  nixt  being  assignit  to  theme  to  ansuer,  and  the  saids 

commissioneris  haiffing  sein  and  considderit  the  same  and  finding  the 
same  not  onlie  to  tend  to  the  preiudice  of  theme  and  of  thair  liberties 
bot  also  to  thair  vtter  mine  and  wraik  as  thai  haue  sett  doun  in  thair 
articles  anent  the  saids  signatures,  thairfore  thai  ordayne  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  to  attend  the  said  dyett  and  all  vther  dyettis  before  the 
saids  lordis  theranent  and  to  present  the  saids  articles  and  ansuer  anent 
the  saids  signatures ;  and  grantis  and  gives  to  theme  full  powar  and  com- 
missioun  for  theme  and  in  name  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowis  to 
prosecut  the  samin  and  give  neid  beis  to  send  vp  ane  commissioner  to  his 
Maiestie  in  thair  names  for  presenting  of  thair  iust  greivances  and  hurt 
if  the  saids  signatures  sail  goe  fordward,  and  generallie  all  and  sindrie 
vther  thinges  to  doe  in  the  premissis  as  thai  micht  doe  themeselflfes, 
ratifieing  and  approving  thair  haill  proceedings  therin  ;  and  in  caice  that 
thai  sail  send  anie  commissioners  to  his  Maiestie  theranent  ordanis  the 
said  burgh  to  cans  thair  commissioner  deale  with  his  Maiestie  for  ane 
dischairge  to  the  lordLs  of  counsall  for  decyiding  or  giving  proces  against 
thame  or  anie  of  theme  anent  thair  priueledges  at  anie  persounes 
instance  quhatsumeuir,  bot  that  thai  may  be  desyrit  to  remitt  the  same 
to  the  judge  ordiner  ;  as  lyikwayes  ordanis  thame  to  tak  to  thair  con- 
sideratioun  sum  meanes  quherby  the  granting  of  monopolies  and  vther 
signatures  may  be  stayit  quherin  the  saids  borrowis  or  anie  of  theme  ar 
interest  till  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  be  aduertised,  that  therefter  the 
same  may  be  communicat  to  the  rest  of  the  borrowis  ;  as  lyikwayes  in 
quhatsumeuir  vther  things  may  occur  that  thai  doe  thair  best  endevores 
for  the  Weill  of  the  borrowis,  and  in  speciall  anent  the  burghs  of 
barronie  ;  and  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  tlie 
nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 


Coiivmtion  of  Boyal  Burghs.  277 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  PJ"'®^^^,".-,^ 

^  7  August  1028. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Thomas  Weir  ;  Dundye,  Johnne 
Ramsay  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane  ;  Sanctandroes,  Robert  Taelyeour ; 
Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne  ; 
Perth,  Abirdein  and  Lynlithgow  {blank). 

7  August  1628. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

8  August  1628. 

2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  conveynit,  foresameikle  as  Edinburgh, 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  haifing,  conforme  to  the  commissioun  givin  to  ^^^^^ 
theme   be   the   commissioneris   of  borrowis  convenit  at   Edinburgh  the 
ellevint  day  of  Jalij  last,  waimit  the  borrowis  that  wer  appointed  to  meit 

and  conveyne  at  this  burgh  conforme  to  the  act  of  the  said  conventioun 
maid  theranent,  and  the  present  commissioneris  haiveing  considderit  the 
importance  of  the  efifaires  concredeit  to  theme  and  the  small  number 
presentlie  conveynit,  and  that  the  tyme  appointed  for  the  parliament  is 
Ucklie  to  be  continewit  till  ane  new  dyett  through  occasioun  of  his 
Maiestie  not  cuming,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris  as  of  before 
ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  as  they  sail  gett  intelligence  of  the 
preceis  dyett  of  his.Maiesties  cuming  and  of  the  tyme  of  the  parliament, 
that  thai  acquent  the  saids  borrowis  contenit  in  the  former  act  to  the 
effect  thairin  contenit  be  ther  missiwe,  and  to  require  theme  for  meitting 
at  the  said  burgh  at  such  convenient  tyme  before  the  meitting  of  the 
estaittis  as  they  sail  think  neidfull,  and  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

3.  Forsameikle  as  it  being  compleynit  that  the  conservatoiu-  hes  ^*?*5??^*^'- 
his  awne  hand  deposed  James  Weir,  factour  in  Campheir,  for  not  schew-  miaaye. ' 
ing  him  his  bookes  of  accomptes,  wheranent  the  saids  commissioneris  of 
borrowis  hes  formerlie  dispensit,  lyik  as  they  signifiet  the  same  to  him, 

and  the  said  conservatour  not  being  present  to  ansuer  for  himselff,  thair- 
fore ordanis  ane  lettre  to  be  direct  to  him  theranent  shewing  him  that 
conforme  to  the  articles  agried  vpone  betuixt  theme  and  him  thair  was 
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Edinburgh,     reserved  to  theme  the  deposing  of  factouris  except  thai  had  failled  in 

'  sum  essential  point  to  the  King  and  kingdome,  and  thairfore  if  he  hes 

SydHorfe.Weir  deposed  the  said  James  to  desyre  to  restore  him  to  his  plaice  ;  and  farder 
°*^^^®-  shewing  him  they  had  agriet  with  maister  George  Syidserflf  for  his  bygaine 

seruice  for  thrie  hundreth  guidlings,  [and  desiring  him  to  cause  the 
collector  of  the  impost  to  pay  the  same,  to  send  home  his  accounts, 
and  to  pay  over  any  balance  to  Eduard  Trotter,  collector.]  And  farder 
that  they  being  informit  that  he  vsuallie  strykes  vp  the  merchands  lettere 
(which  they  can  not  beleive)  that  if  so  be  that  he  desist  therfra  in  all 
tyme  cuming. 
Commissioiie,  4.  Foresameikle    as    the   commissioneris    of   borrowis    being   farder 

vator,*^mi&J?e.  iuformit  anent  the  conservatour  of  the  grit  hurt  he  day  lie  does  to  diuerse 
of  thair  nichtbouris  resorting  to  thair  staiple  port  of  Campheir,  to  ther 
grit  preiudice,  thairfore  they  haue  thocht  guid  that  sum  course  be  taiken 
for  preventing  the  farder  grouth  of  his  enormities,  and  hes  thocht  it  fitt 
that  since  the  Inglish  natioun  hes  the  onlie  presentation n  of  the  said 
plaice  at  thair  staiple  port,  and  that  they  mak  choice  onlie  of  sum  of 
thair  owne  number  whome  they  think  meittest  for  dischairge  of  the  said 
plaice,  lyik  as  they  considdering  that  the  said  conservatour  is  onlie  man- 
tenit  vpone  thair  chairges,  and  that  it  is  ane  oflBce  that  onlie  does  belong 
to  theme,  thairfore  they  give  powar  and  commissioun  to  maister  Johnne 
Hay,  present  commissioner  for  theme  to  his  Maiestie,  to  acquaint  his 
Maiestie  with  thair  interrest  in  the  said  oflBce,  and  humblie  to  beg  of  his 
Maiestie  the  presentatioun  of  the  said  plaice,  that  they  may  present  sum 
of  thair  awin  number  thairto,  as  the  English  natioun  does,  for  whome  they 
salbe  ansuerabill,  with  powar  to  theme  to  continew  or  displaice  the 
present  possessor  or  all  vther  whome  they  sail  nominat  at  thair  pleasure  ; 
and  for"  better  effectuating  thairof  they  give  full  powar  and  commissioun 
to  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  vse  all  the  meanes  he  can  wherby  they 
may  attein  to  thair  desyred  end,  and  quhatsumeuir  he  sail  doe  in  the 
premissis  they  for  themselfiFes  and  in  name  of  the  whole  remanent 
borrowis  obleis  theme  and  thair  burghis  to  abyid  therat  and  fulfill  the 
samen  in  all  thinges. 

Agent  soumes  ^*  Alexander  Aikenheid  produced  the  dischai-ges  of  James  Rae,  Thomas  Char- 
<>f  money,  dis-  teres,  and  Johnne  Wynrahame  for  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  40th  act  of  last 
chairgea.  general  convention. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  fjaifu^ymg. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Laurence  Cokbume  ;  Dundie,  Johnne 
Bamsay ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane  ;  Lynlithgow,  Williame  Bell  ;  Sanct- 
androes,  Robert  Taelyeour ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ;  Aire,  Robert  Gordoun  ; 
Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Meikle- 
johnne ;  Kirkcaldie,  Williame  Williamesoun  ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Simpsoun, 
younger  ;  Craill,  Johnne  Markesoun  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alex- 
ander ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Maister  Johnne  Dairsie  ;  Kinghorne,  Maister 
Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Culros,  Maister  Eduard  Blair. 

8  January  1629. 

1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

15  January  1629. 

2.  The  commissioners  considering  that  they  had  petitioned  the  privy  council  SS^^^S^** 
for  restraining  strangers  resorting  to  the  West  and  North  Isles  who  transport  fiBchingm the 
fishes  and  forbidden  goods;    also  that  they  had  presented   a  letter  from  his  I^sandSeyfort, 
Majesty  to  the  lords  of  exchequer  for  staying  the  signature  granted  to  the  earl 

of  Seafort  as  to  the  erection  of  the  burgh  of  Stomoway,  and  that  they  had  pre- 
sented a  supplication  to  the  privy  council  craving  a  time  to  be  assigned  for 
giving  in  overtures  anent  the  fishing  in  the  Isles,  they,  the  commissioners, 
gave  full  power  and  commission  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  prosecute  the 
supplications  as  they  should  think  best  for  the  weal  of  the  burghs. 

3.  The  commissioners  ratified  a   letter  sent  by  the  burgh   of  Edinburgh  Ratificatione 
"  vpone  ane  vrgent  necessitie,"  authorising  the  collector  of  the  minister  s  dues  at  ?^  J"®  letter 
Campheir  to  pay  to  Mr  Johnne  Forrett,  minister,  £30  Flemish,  in  addition  to  his  Forrett. 
stipend. 

4.  Continued  "  till  ane  vther  occasioim  "  that  head  of  the  missive  concerning  Conservator, 
the  conservator.  missive. 

5.    The    same    day,     the    commissioneris    of    borrowis    presentlie  Commisrione, 
conveynit   considdering  that   in    the  mater   of    the    admiralitie   whiche  ^^^!^e, 
so  neir  doeth  conceme  theme  all  that  thair  objectiounes  is  not  as  yit  hard,  ™i«»i^®- 
thairfore  they  give  of  new  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burgh  of 
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Edinburgh.     Edinburgh  for  presenting  of  the  same  and  for  prosecuting  of  the  said 

1629.  mater  as  they  sail  think  best  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis. 

Commissioner         6.  Anent  the  patent  grauntit  to  the  Erie  of  Linlithgow  anent  the 

wa^of^LinUth-  ^^Jcing  of  saltpiter,  pouder,  and  matche,  the  saids  maters  not  being  as  yit 

goe,  missive,     endit,  thairfore  the  present  commissioneris  of  borrowis  gevis  thair  full 

powar  and  commissioun  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  for  theme  and  in 

thair  names,  to  attend  the  said  mater  and  to  doe  thair  best  endeavour 

for  staying  thairof  and  preveining  the  euident   hurts  the  borrowis  ar 

licklie  to  sustein  through  diners  claussis  contenit  therin  in  caice  the  said 

Erie    sail   refuis  the  restrictiounes  craived  be  the  saids  borrowis,  with 

powar  to  theme  to  doe  therin  as  they  sail  find  best  for  the  weill  of  the 

borrowis,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  general  con- 

ventioun  of  borrowis. 

Certane  ^r-  7^  T^j^  following  burghs  unlawed  in  £20  each,  viz.,  Perth,  Abirdein,  Munros, 

agent,  missiye!  ^^^  Innemes  for  being  absent,  and  St  Andrews  for  departing  before  the  diiisolv- 
ing  of  this  convention. 


EDiNBraGH.  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

2  Maron  1629.  ' 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Maknacht,  Andro  Scott ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray  ; 
Dundye,  Thomas  Dauidsoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Vedast  Lowsoun  ;  Striv- 
iling,  Johnne  Cowane  ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Glasgow,  Patrik  Bell ; 
Aire,  Johnne  Cuninghame  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne  ; 
Dysart,  Thomas  Richardsoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Brun- 
tyland,  Williame  Meiklejohnne  ;  Caraill,  Johnne  Mackesoun  ;  Kinghome, 
Maister  Robert  Cuninghame ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Dauid  Alexander ; 
Dumbar,  George  Purves  ;  Sanctandroes,  Montrose,  Innemes,  Pettin- 
weyme  and  Irrwing  (blank), 

2  March  1629. 
Moderator.  1.  Johnne  Maknacht,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 
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»-»r      1    -,  r%c^^  Edinburgh. 

5   March  1629.  6  March  1629. 


2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  being  conveynit,  and  haiflSng  Commiasione, 
compeired  yesterday  before  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabill  Seyfort,  mis- 
privie  counsell  anent  the  mater  of  the  erectioun  of  the  burgh  of  Stornway  "^®* 
in  ane  frie  burgh  royall  craived  be  the  Erie  of  Seyfort,  and  the  said  Erie 
haiving  produced  ane  ansuer  to  the  last  replye  maid  be  the  borrowis  in 
the  said  mater,  and  the  saidis  lordis  haiffing  assignit  the  thirteint  of  this 
instant  to  the  saids  commissioneris  to  ansuer,  thairfore  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  mak  ane  replye  to  the  said 
Erles  last  ansueris,  and  to  produce  the  same  the  said  day  ;  and  becaus 
the  saids  borrowis  cannot  attend  be  theme  selffes  the  said  dyett,  and 
leist  that  through  thair  absence  they  sould  suffer  anie  interrest  or  preiudice 
in  that  mater  so  mutche  concerning  theme,  thairfore  the  saids  commis- 
sioners grantis  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
be  all  meanes  convenient  to  prevent  all  inconveniences  that  may  befall  in 
the  said  mater,  and  to  doe  quhatsumeuir  they  sail  think  best  for  staying 
of  the  said  signature,  and  gifif  neid  beis  to  mak  offer  of  vndertaking  of 
the  said  fischeing  in  thair  names  according  to  thair  powar  and  abilitie, 
and  to  acquaint  the  remanent  borrowis  before  they  mak  anie  further  pro- 
ceiding  therin  then  the  said  offer  .  .  .  . ;  as  lyikwayes  to  attend  and 
follow  furth  the  complents  givin  in  be  the  borrowis  against  the  said  Erie 
of  Seyfort  and  if  neid  beis  to  refer  the  same  to  his  lordships  aith  of  veritie 
for  proving  of  the  said  complent  or  to  vse  anye  vther  probation n  as  they 
think  best  .  .  .  .  ;  and  farther  becaus  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
according  to  the  commissioun  givin  to  theme  the  ellevint  of  Julij  last, 
haiving  directed  maister  Johnne  Hay  commissioner  to  his  Maiestie  in  the 
said  mater,  and  in  vther  thinges  mentioned  in  the  said  commissioun, 
and  that  thair  chairges  is  not  rebursed  to  theme,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk 
burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed 
theranent  to  the  first  meitting  that  sail  occure. 

6  March  1629. 

3.  Geoi'ge  Ramsay,  post,  verified  the  citatioun  of  the  burglis  of  Sanctandroes  Sanctandroes, 
and  Munros  to  this  convention.  Munros. 

4.  Unlawed  the  burghs  of  Sanctandroes  and  Munros  in  £20  each  for  being  Sanctandroes, 
absent  from  this  convention.  MontroH©. 

2  N 
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7  July  1629.  GeNERAL  CONVENTION,  held  at  CULROS. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Sinclare,  Andro  Scott ;  Perth,  Andro  Wilsoun ; 
Dundye,    Johnne   Ramsay ;    Abirdein,    Thomas   Colinsoun ;    Striveling, 
Johnne    Cowane ;     Lynlithgow,    Andro    Bell ;     Sanctandroes,     Symeon 
Gregour ;  Glasgow,   James   Stewart ;  Aire,    Johnne    Osbume,    younger ; 
Haddingtoun,   Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Dysart,  Maister  Dauid   King- 
home  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Montrose,  Johnne  Taelyeour  ; 
Coupar,  Dauid  Andersoun;  Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mertoun;  Dumfreis, 
Robert   Richardsoun  ;    Innemes,  Robert  Baillie ;    Bruntyland,   Williame 
Meiklejohnn ;     Innerkeithing,     Harie     Kinglassie ;    Kinghome,    Maister 
Robert  Cuninghame ;  Brichen,  Williame  Lyoun ;  Irrwing,  James  Scott ; 
Jedburgh,   Maister  Johnne  Rutherfuird  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johnne  Ewart, 
younger ;   Wigtoun,  Williame  Dumbar ;  Dumfermeling,  maister  Thomas 
Wardlaw  ;  Selkirk,  William  Scott ;  Dumbar,  George  Purves  ;  Dumbartane, 
Johnne  Fallisdaill ;  Peibles,  Patrik  Thomesoun  ;  Craill,  Patrik  Huntar ; 
Culros,  George  Bnice,  maister  Eduard  Blair ;  Rutherglen,  Thomas  Wil- 
kein  ;  Anstruther  Wester,  be  exemptioun  and  ratificatioun  producit  be 
Anstruther  Eister ;   Ramfrew  [the  same]  be  Glasgow ;  Abirbrothok  [the 
same]  be  Dundye  ;  Elgyne,  Thayne,   Forres,  and  Lauder  [the  same]  be 
agent ;   Northberuick  [the  same]  be  Haddingtoun  ;  Annand  [the  same]  be 
Dumfreis;  Forfar,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Dundie;  Rothesay,  ratificatioun 
producit  be  Glasgow;  Nairne,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Innemes;  Kil- 
ranie,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther  Eister ;  Lochmaben,  ratificatioun 
producit   be   Dumfreis ;   Sanquhare,    ratificatioun  producit  be  Glasgow ; 
Pettinweyme,  Lainrick,  BamflT,  Quhithome  and  Culane  {blank). 

7  July  1629. 

CiUtionn  b«r-  ]    j^^  commissi  oner  of  Culros  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

El^  tio  moder-         2.  George  Bruce,  first  in  commission  for  Culros,  elected  moderator. 

ator.  3.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance  and  voting  same  «8  at 

Houres  of  \g^i  general  convention. 

Wlkin^com-  ^*  ^^^  burgh  of  Lanark  having  sent  as  a  coDimissioner  one  who  was  not  a 

missioner  for  resident  in  the  burgh,  the  commissioners  refused  to  I'eceive  him  and  found  Lanark 

chiS^.*"*"  Uable  in  an  unlaw. 
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5.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  to  use  further  diligence  in  restraining  Chlros. 
certain  unfree  traders.  7  July  1629. 

().   Quheras   it  being  meaned  be  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  fne  tredders 

_     *      • 

Bruntyland  that  Patrik  Myller,  coupar,  indueller  in  Craill,  haiving  cum  !^^*^?/ 

to   thair   toun   and   sauld  vnsuflScient   herrins:  to  thair   nichtboures   for  Oaiu,  dm-' 

suflScient  YUes  herring,  thairfore  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Bruntyland  to  ^^*^®'  missive. 

conveyne  the  pairties  interest  before  theme  and  to  tak  ane  sufficient  and 

laufull  tryell  of  the  said  dissait,  and  for  trying  thairof  to  vse  all  laufuU 

and  legall  meanes,  and  the  same  being  so  tryed  be  theme  to  certifie  the 

same  to  the  magistratis  of  the  said  burgh   of  Craill  vnder  thair  publict 

testimoniall,  which  dissait  being  so  certified   to  theme  ordanis  theme  to 

con  vein  the  said  pairties,  and  he  haiving  nothing  trewlie  to  object  against 

the  said  verificatioun  bot  that  they  finding  the  samyn  sufficientlie  provin 

and  verifiet  that  then  they  not  onlie  caus  him  restore  the  domage  sus- 

tenit  be  the  pairties  interessed  bot  also  pvnische  him  in  his  bodye  and 

guides,  to  the  example  of  vtheris  to  committ  the  lyik  ;  and  ordanis  both 

the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  till  the  next  generall 

conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 

7.  Anent  the  gritt  hurt  sustenit  be  the  merchands  tredders  with  mg^triiwhin^ 
plaiding  in  the  haill  north  cuntrey  in  defect  of  the  selleris  and  makeris  thairof. 
thairof,  who  for  covering  of  thair  fraud  that  the  same  sould  nott  be 
knowen  does  bring  the  same  to  the  mercatt  hard  rolled  vp,  quhairby  they 
nott  onlie  cover  the  insufficiencie  of  the  wooU  or  working  thairof,  bot  also 
does  draw  the  same  to  ane  gritter  lenth  then  the  said  wair  will  beir,  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  37  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  ;  for  remeid 
quhairof  the  saids  commissiotieris  findis  that  the  onlie  remedie  is  that  the 
saids  workers  and  selleris  of  the  said  plaiding  be  hinderit  and  stayed  for 
presenting  the  same  to  the  mercatt  rolled  vp,  and  that  it  be  presented 
onlie  treinched  or  layed  in  plyes  or  faldis,  quhairby  the  buyar  may  sie  his 
commoditie  and  sufficiencie  thairof,  as  the  samin  is  doone  in  all  vther 
pairtis  of  the  cuntrey ;  and  thairfore  ordanis  the  same  to  be  rememberit 
in  the  nixt  particular  conventioun,  and  ordanis  the  borrowis  then  to  be 
convenit  to  tak  some  course  for  restrayning  of  the  'workeris  and  selleris  of 
the  said  waire  for  presenting  the  same  trinched  in  maner  foresaid,  and  if 
neid  beis  to  mein  the  same  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  privie  counsell 
and  desyre  thair  authoritie  and  act  of  counsall  to  be  interponit  thairto 
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CuLRos.  that  ane  vniforme  ordour  may  be  obseruit  through  the  haill  cuntrey  or 

Ii!!!Zi^  _  vther  wayes  as  they  saU  think  neidfull. 

Yairne,  weght,         8.  Anent  the   threttie  sevint  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun 

missive.  '  .  .  .  .  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  putt  the  actes  of  borrowis  maid  anent  the 
lenth  of  the  reill  to  execution  and  such  yairne  as  cummes  to  thair  mer- 
cattis  that  the  magistrattis  trye  the  lenth  of  the  hesp  and  caus  nomber 
the  threids  thairof  and  such  as  salbe  fund  to  fault  in  etber  lenth  or  num- 
ber that  they  confiscatt  the  said  yairne  and  pvnische  the  presenters  thairof 
exemplarlie,  and  becaus  the  saids  falsettis  can  not  so  weill  be  remediet 
as  by  wecht  conforme  as  the  samin  is  sauld  in  vther  pairtis,  quhairof  the 
people  of  this  cuntrey  hes  not  bein  in  vse,  thairfore  ordanis  the  said 
overtoure  to  be  remembred  in  the  next  missiwe,  and  ilk  burgh  required 
to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instnicted  with  thair  best  advyse 
how  the  haill  yairne  may  be  sauld  be  wecht  onlie ;  and  in  caice  thair 
occure  betuixt  and  the  nixt  conventioun  anie  particular  conventioun  that 
the  same  be  lyik  wayes  rememberit  that  sum  meanes  may  be  fund  out  how 
the  same  salbe  brocht  to  be  weyed. 

Dischairge,  un-        9.  The  commissioners  dispensed  with  the  unlaw  incurred  by  Glasgow  conform 
lay,  Glasgow.    ^^  ^\^q  ^^y^  ^^^  ^f  \^<q^  general  convention,  and  the  commissioner  for  that  burgh 
'^  acknawledgit  thair  oversicbt,  and  thairfore  for  himselff  and  in  name  of  his  said 
burgh  obleist  theme  nott  to  committ  the  lyik  in  anie  tyme  thairefter." 

Wigtoun,  eiec-  10.  [As  required  by  the  11th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the 
tione,  magis-  commissioner  of  Wigtoun  produced  the  form  of  election  of  their  magift- 
trates  at  Michaelmas  last,]  quhilk  beand  sein  and  considderit  be  the  pre- 
sent commissioneris  of  borrowis,  they  find  they  haue  not  proceidit  thairin 
conforme  to  the  lawis  of  this  cuntrey  and  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis, 
in  electing  of  the  Erie  of  Galloway  to  be  thair  proveist,  and  thairfore  to 
haifif  incurrit  the  said  vnlaw ;  and  inrespect  thair  said  commissioner  com- 
peirand  in  thair  names  acknawledgit  thair  oversicht,  and  alledgit  the 
same  to  haue  bein  doone  vpone  meir  necessitie  be  theme,  for  eschewing 
of  maniefold  daingeris  quhairin  thair  magistrattis  incurrit  thir  diuers 
yeires  bygaine,  being  chairgit  for  taking  and  apprehending  of  certan 
nichtbouring  gentlemen  vpone  lettres  of  captioun,  and  obleist  him  selflF  in 
name  of  his  said  burgh  that  thai  sould  in  all  subsequent  electiouns 
forniallie  proceid  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  lawis  of  borrowis 
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in   all   thinges ;  quhairfore   the   saids  comiDissioneris   in   hope   of   thair  Cdlros. 

amendement  continewis  the  vplifting  of  the  said  vnlaw  incurrit  be  theme  --. — 

of  before  till  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  and  ordanis  theme  to  produce  tione,  magiH- 
the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  at  Michaelmas  nixt  to  the  ™  '  mwsive. 
said  conventioune  vnder  tlie  paine  of  ane  hundreth  pundis. 

8  July  1629. 

11.  Anent  the  aucht  act  of  the  last  general!  conventioun  of  borrowis  Factors  in 
....   and  the  present  commissioners  considdering  that  these  domages  ^^^^' "'"" 
does  arryse  to  thair  tredderis  in  defalt  of  the  saids  factouris,  who  not 

being  subject  to  the  lawis  of  this  cuntrey  does  vse  the  merchandis  at 
thair  pleasoure,  and  that  thair  can  be  no  meanes  so  expedient  for 
eschewing  of  these  euillis  as  to  haue  the  factouris  subjected  to  the  lawis 
of  this  cuntrey,  and  that  none  be  imployed  hot  such  as  sail  find  cautioun 
for  thair  intromissioun  and  ressaive  thair  office  frome  the  borrowis  and 
subject  themeselffis  to  all  such  lawis  and  constitutiounes  as  the  borrowis  in 
thair  generall  or  particular  conventiounes  sail  impose  vpone  theme ;  and 
becaus  the  same  can  tak  no  present  effect  thairfore  ordanis  the  burghis 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Abirdein  and  such  vther  borrowis  as 
pleaseth  to  trye  out  amongst  there  nichtboures  such  persounes  amongs 
theme  as  ar  fitt  for  vndertaikin  of  that  chairge,  and  ar  abill  amongst 
theme  to  find  cautioun  for  thair  intromissioun,  and  wilbe  abill  to  fulfill 
the  actes  to  be  sett  doun  be  the  borrowis,  and  to  present  theme  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventioun,  as  also  to  advyse  with  thair  nichtboures  anent 
the  lawis  to  be  sett  doun  to  the  saids  factouris,  and  to  send  the  same  with 
thair  commissioners  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis :  as  also 
to  acquaint  thair  nichtboures  with  the  restraint  to  be  estaiblisched  in 
favouris  of  the  saids  factouris  that  salbe  ressauit  be  the  saids  borrowis 
that  it  sail  not  be  lawfuU  to  theme  to  imploy  anie  vther  factoures,  vnder 
certan  gritt  paines  to  be  sett  doun  be  the  saids  borrowis,  and  the  saidis 
borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  till  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tioun of  borrowis  vnder  the  paine  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 

1 2.  Anent  the  tent  act  of  last  generall  conventioun  ....  for  obe-  Brichen,  diii- 
dience   quhairof  compeired  Williame   Lyell,   commissioner  for   the   said  compients 
burgh  of  Brichen,  and  producit  ane  perfyte   rentall   of  thair   commoun  SSttoww. 
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CrLKos. 
8;July  1629. 

Brichen,  dili- 
gence, iStatut, 
complents 
against 
burroues. 


Selkirk,  elec- 
tione,  magis- 
trats. 

Bamff,  elec- 
tione,  com- 
moun  good. 

Jedburp:h, 
electiune, 
magistrals, 
missive. 


guid  and  how  the  same  hes  bein  yeirlie  imployit,  as  lyikwayes  ane  rentall 
of  thair  hospitall  rent  subscryuit  be  thair  minister  and  certan  of  thair 
magistrattis  and  eounsall,  with  ane  testificat  vnder  ther  handis  of  thair 
clerk  his  deutie  in  keiping  of  ther  registeris  and  court  buikes  ;  which  all 
being  considderit  be  the  present  commissioneris  they  find  the  said  burgh 
to  haue  vsit  thair  diligence  and  absoluis  theme  frome  the  former  persuit 
for  not  dischairge  of  thair  deutie  conforme  to  the  same  tent  act,  and 
recommends  to  thair  magistrattis  to  haue  ane  cair  that  thair  said  com- 
moun  guid  and  rent  of  thair  hospitall  be  lyikwayes  in  all  tyme  cuming  weill 
imployet.  And  becaus  that  it  vald  appear  that  this  complent  against  the 
said  burgh  hes  proceidit  without  anie  sufficient  grund,  and  that  all  the 
rest  of  the  borrowis  may  be  subject  to  the  lyik  causeles  misreport,  thair- 
fore  it  is  statutt  and  ordaynit  that  quhen  such  report  or  informatiouu 
salbe  givin  in  against  anye  burgh  for  the  lyik  cans  in  tyme  cuming, 
that,  first,  the  agent  or  sum  adjacent  borrowis  salbe  desyrit  to  tak  notice 
thairof  and  to  report  to  the  commissioneris  what  they  haue  tryed  thairin, 
and  that  thairefter  the  said  burgh  being  fund  to  have  appearance  of 
guilt  that  then  they  may  be  sumond  to  ansuere  to  the  generall  conven- 
tioun  aneut  sutch  thinges  as  may  be  iustlie  layed  to  thair  chairge. 

13.  As  required  by  the  37th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner 
of  Selkirk  produced  the  form  of  election  in  that  burgh  at  Michaelmas  last^  with 
which  the  commissionei*s  were  satisfied. 

14.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Bamff*  to  produce  to  next  general  convention  the 
form  of  election  and  a  rental,  as  in  the  30th  act  of  lajst  general  convention. 

15.  Anent  the  41  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  ....  com- 
peirit  Maister  Johnne  Rutherfuird,  commissioner  for  the  said  burgh  of  Jed- 
burgh, and  producit  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  and 
eounsall  at  Michael mes  last,  which  beand  sein  and  considderit  be  the  present 
commissioneris,  they  find  theme  to  haue  done  wrange  in  suflfering  of  the 
maister  of  Jedburgh  to  appoint  the  lyittes  of  thair  proveist,  as  also  in 
electing  of  ane  chirurgian  to  be  vpone  the  lyittes  of  thair  baillies,  as  also 
in  keiping  of  the  shiref  clerk  and  William  Rutherfuird,  notter,  to  be 
vpone  thair  counsell,  and  findis  lyikwayis  thair  electioun  to  be  confused 
and  to  consist  of  ane  gritt  number  ;  and  becaus  of  the  informatioun  givin 
be  the  present  commissioner  of  the  necessitie  and  of  the  tyme  quhairby 
they   wer  compelled  to    give   way   to  the  said   informalitie,   and    vpone 
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houp   of   amendment,    the    present    commissioners    dispenssis   with    the  5^^?^®;g9Q 
vnlawis  incurrit  be  theme  of  before  ;   and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  in  thair  -— — r~  ~~ 
nixt  electioun  to  proceid  therin  eonfoi*me  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  eiectione,* 
borrowis,  and  that  none  haue  plaice  or  voite  in  the  electioun   of  thair  JJi^iv^  ' 
proveist  nor  na  vther  magistrat  or  counseller  bot  themeselflfes  allanerlie, 
and  that  nou  be  vpon  the  lyittes  of  thair  magistrattis  bot  the  ordour  of 
merchandis   allanerlie,  and   that   they  suflfer  none   bot   merchandis   and 
craftismen  within   themeselflfes  to  be  vpone  thair  counsall,  and   to  draw 
thair  electioun  to  ane  more  formall  number,  vnder  the  payne  of  j*^  li.,  and 
to  produce  the  same  to  the  nixt  generall   conventioun  of  borrowis  ;  as 
lyikwayis  ordanis  the  agent  to  be  present  at  thair  said  nixt  electioun  and 
sie  the  forme  prescr3rvit  be  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis  keiped, 
and  to  chairge  theme  for  keiping  thairof,  and  to  report  his  diligence  heir- 
anent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

16.  For  obedience  of  the  11th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commis- Tnnernes,  un- 
sioner  of  Innerness  "  declaired  that  James  Dow  and  Donald  Mackenzie  is  becum  IflfJl!^^®"' 
thair  burgesses  and  resides  amangs  theme  and  that  the  vther  tuo  ar  depaiiperat" 

The  commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  to  report  diligence  to  next  general  con- 
vention. 

17.  For  obedience  of  the  12th  act  of  last  ireneral  convention  the  commis- Pe^^h,  unfrie 
sioner  of  Perth  produced  "  ane  decreit  of  thair  gild   court  depryiving  Johnne  miasive.  * 
Mitchell   of    his   libertie,   which    the    present  commissioners  acceptes   for  dili- 
gence," and  the  burgh  wa«  ordained  to  take  farther  proceedings  against  unfree 

traders. 

18.  Ordained  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet  after  the  dissolving  of  ^i  conmiia- 
this  convention  to  take  into  consideration  the  questions  mentioned  in  the  17  th  act  sioDe,  misaive. 
of  last  general  convention. 

19.  The  acent  produced  letters  of  homing  against  the  burgh  of  Whithome  Dischairge, 

"         '  DO  o  ^     ^  agent,  unlay, 

in  terms  of  the  39th  act  of  last  geneml  convention,  but  the  commissioner  of  Whithorne. 
that  burgh  having  obliged  himself  to  satisfy  all  bygone  missive  dues,  the  com- 
missioners dispensed  with  the  unlaw. 

20.  Anent  the  45  act  of  the  last  general  conventioun  .   .   .   comperit  J^/^^jfj^®^" 
the  commissioneris  of  Dundye,  Sanctandroes,  Coupar  and  Bruntyland,  and 
reported  that,  conforme  to  the  commissioun  givin  to  theme  conforme  to 

the  said  act  [they]  had  delt  with  the  Archiebischop  of  St  Androes  anent 
maister  Johnne  Forrett,  elected  minister  for  the  natioun  at  thair  staiple 
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rULROS. 

8  July  1629. 

Dischairge, 

certane 

unlayes. 


Monopolies, 

commisaionej 

missive. 


Fairs  in  the 
north,  dili- 
gence satisfied. 


Pitinweyme, 
unfrie  tred- 
ders,  diligence 
satisfied, 
Dysart 
missive. 


port  at  Campheir,  and  conforme    thairto  he  was   plantit  at  Campheir, 
quhilk  the  saidis  borrowis  acceptes  for  diligence. 

21.  The  commissioners  dispensed  with  the  unlaws  incurred  by  the  burghs  of 
Perth,  Abirdein,  Sanctandroes,  Munros  and  lunemet),  "  becaus  the  saids 
borroues  hes  schewin  sufficient  reassounes  quhy  they  could  not  keip  the  particular 
conventiouu  appointed  .  .  .  and  ordanis  quhen  anie  particular  conventionn  sail 
occure  that  they  sail  keip  the  same  better  heirefber." 

22.  It  being  impairtit  to  the  present  commissioners  that  thair  ar 
diners  patents  and  monopolies  purchased  far  contrare  to  the  weill  of  the 
cuntrey  and  liberties  of  the  borrowis,  and  in  speciall  one  anent  the  trans- 
porting of  stounes,  thairfore  ordanis  the  commissioneris  that  salbe 
appointed  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  efter  the  dissolving  of  this  present  con- 
ventionn to  tak  notice  thairof,  and  in  speciall  of  that  of  the  stounes,  and 
to  mak  all  lauful  oppositioun  against  the  same^  to  which  borrowis  the 
present  commissioneris  giues  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  doe 
therin  quhat  thai  micht  doe  themeselffis,  and  ordanis  theme  to  report 
thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

23.  Anent  the  21st  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 
Abirdein  produced  letters  against  the  heritors  of  the  fairs  for  keeping  of  the 
decreit,  '*  and  declaired  that  since  the  heretouris  of  the  saids  fitires  had  obtempered 
the  said  decreit.'* 

24.  For  obedience  of  the  25th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  comnus- 
sioner  of  Sanctandroes  produced  a  decreet  by  the  bailies  of  Pettinweyrae  against 
Williame  Touch,  indweller  in  Levin,  depriving  him  of  their  libertiea  The 
commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  of  Dysart  to  charge  him  to  desist  from  trading. 


Commissione, 
change  of  the 
stapell, 
missive. 


9  July  1629. 

25.  Anent  the  27  act  of  last  generall  conventioun  .  .  .  concerning 
the  change  of  the  staiple  frome  the  toun  of  Campheir,  the  saids  commis- 
sioners haiving  ressauit  ane  lettre  frome  his  Maiestie  willing  theme  that 
efter  examinatioun  of  the  reasounes  inducing  the  alteratioun  of  the  said 
staiple  that  they  sould  adverteis  his  Maiestie  before  anie  thing  be  con- 
cludit,  and  siclyik  compeirit  the  conservatour  and  producit  ane  lettre 
frome  his  Excellence  in  favouris  of  the  said  toun  and  promising  as  guid 
conditiouns  as  at  anie  vther  plaice,  and  finding  that  thair  be  diners  hurts 
sustined  be  the  merchandis  in  the  transport  of  thair  guides  frome  Mid- 
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dilburgh    to  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  and   inconveniences  whairvnto  5^**^ 
thair  goodes  ar  exposed  be  the  way  in  oppin  bottes,  as  lyikwayes  in 


CominiBsione, 

default  of  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun,  and  that  they  ar  diuers  duuiffe  of  the 
motives  that  may  iustlie  inforce  thair  transportatioun,  thairfore  the  saids  mJoiTe. 
commissioneris  ordanis  the  borrowis  that  ar  appointed  to  meitt  at  Edin- 
burgh efter  the  dissolving  of  this  conventioun  to  tak  the  said  mater  to 
thair  serious  consideratioun  and  give  notice  to  his  Maiestie  of  thair  iust 
causes  inducing  theme  to  alter  thair  said  staiple,  as  also  to  wryte  ane 
ansuer  to  that  lettre  of  his  excellencie,  to  which  borrowis  then  to  be 
conveynit  the  present  commissioneris  gives  thair  full  powar  and  com- 
missioun  to  doe  thairin  as  they  sail  find  best  for  the  weill  of  the 
merchandis. 

26.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  vnderstanding  that  thair  ar  diuers  Submiasionc, 
complaintis  presented  and  to  be  presentit  to  theme  against  maister  *^'**®^* 
Patrik  Drumond,  present  conservatour  of  the  priueledges  of  the  natioun 
in  the  Low  Cuntreyis,  be  diuers  persones,  which  being  signified  to  the 
said  conservatour  he  compeirit  and  submitted  himselff  to  the  decisioun 
and  determinatioun  of  the  commissioneris  presentlie  assemblit  in  this 
thair  generall  conventioun  or  to  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  to  be 
conveynit  in  the  nixt  particular  conventioun  or  in  anie  vther  generall  or 
particular  conventiounes  following,  not  onlie  in  the  saids  complaints  pre- 
sented or  to  be  presented  at  this  tyme  bot  also  in  quhatsumeuir  vther 
complaints  salbe  givin  in  against  him  be  quhatsumeuir  merchandis, 
skipperis,  marineris,  and  factoures,  or  be  the  agent  of  the  borrowes,  or 
anye  vther  persone  quhatsumeuir,  in  all  materis  doone  be  him  in  his 
oflSce  or  concerning  the  staiple  in  the  said  cuntrie  in  all  tyme  heirefter, 
and  band  and  obleist  him,  lyikas  he  be  thir  presentis  bindis  and  obleissis 
him  to  abyid  at  thair  sentence  and  determinatioun  to  be  given  furth  be 
theme  in  the  saids  complaintes,  and  obleissis  him  to  fulfill,  obtemper,  and 
obey  the  samyn  in  all  the  heids  thairof  as  it  sail  pleis  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris to  injoyne  vnto  him. 

27.   The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  considdering  the  mater  of  F»»chiiig,  mis- 

sivfi 

the  fisching,  and  how  important  the  same  is  to  the  whole  cuntrey, 
and  quhat  farder  guid  the  same  micht  bring  to  the  whole  estaitt  if  the 
samin  wer  improvin  to  the  vttermost,  and  that  they  haue  alreadie  in 
diuers  conventiounes  of  before  sett  doun  sindrie   statuttes  for  the  weill 
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Fisching,  mis- 
sive. 


and  advancement  of  the  said  fisching  and  for  avoyding  of  diuers  enormi- 
ties committit  be  the  coupars,  pakers,  and  slayeris  of  the  saids  herrings, 
to  the  gritt  detriment  of  the  merchand  tredders  thairin  and  infamie  of 
the  natioun  abroad  in  forraine  pairts,  and,  namelie,  ane  act  maid  at 
Edinburgh  the  12  of  Julij  1616  reforming  the  forme  of  the  barrell, 
ane  act  maid  at  Dumfreis  in  anno  1622  for  sufficient  provisioun  of  salt 
to  be  provydit  be  these  quho  outreikes  for  the  said  fisching  and  dischairg- 
ing  of  peilled  herring  to  be  pakkit  with  pakkit  herring  bot  be  theme- 
selffes,  ane  act  maid  at  Glasgow  in  anno  1625  ratifieing  the  former  actes 
and  dischairging  of  pakkit  herring  with  peilled  herrings  in  ane  veschell, 
ane  act  maid  at  Aire  dischairging  the  ryving  of  the  steppes  that  cummes 
frome  Yreland,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  saids  actes;  and  the 
present  commissioneris  considdering  that  if  the  saids  actes  wer  putt  to 
executioun  conforme  to  the  tennouris  thairof  be  the  magistrattis  of  the 
burghis  quhome  the  samin  does  concerne  and  to  quhois  cair  the  execu- 
tioun thairof  is  committit,  the  said  fisching  vald  prove  more  profitable  to 
the  cuntrey  and  more  advantagious  to  the  merchand,  and  mae  vald  be 
encouraged  to  adventure  vpone  the  fischeing,  thairfore  the  present  com- 
missioneris ordanis  the  haill  borrowis  quhome  the  samin  does  concerne  to 
intimat  the  same  of  new  to  thair  merchandis,  maisteris,  and  couparis,  and 
to  sie  the  samyn  obseruit  within  thair  boundes  more  diligentlie  in  the 
haill  heids  thairof,  vnder  the  paynes  contenit  in  the  saids  seuerall  actes ; 
and  that  they  dischairge  the  saids  merchandis,  maisteris  of  schips,  mari- 
ners, and  coupars  frome  pakking  of  anie  insufficient  herrings  bot  quhat 
they  pak  the  samin  may  be  loyallie  pakkit,  and  that  they  pvnisch  with 
rigour  such  as  they  find  to  transgres  ;  and  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis  vnder  the 
paine  of  tueutie  pundis  ilk  burgh. 


Inerkithing, 
electione, 
magistratSy 
miasive. 


Conservator, 

diligence 

satisfied. 


28.  For  obedience  of  the  41st  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commiRsioner 
of  Innerketbing  produced  the  form  of  the  election  at  Michaelmas  last,  which  being 
considered,  the  commissioners  **  find  the  said  burgh  to  haif  doone  wrang  in  elect- 
ing of  William  Inglis  to  thair  proveist  and  Johnne  Scott  of  Spenserfeild  to  be 
vpone  thair  counsall/'  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  conform  to  the  acts  in  future. 

29.  The  consei'vator  appeared  and  reported  the  fulfilment  of  the  16th  and 
20th  acts  of  last  general  convention. 
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30.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convey  nit  anent  the  diners  Commissione, 
articles  of  the  missiwe  concerning  the  erectioun  of  the  burgh  of  Stornway  ^^^^* 
in  the  Ylle  of  the  Lewes,  and  Erie  of  Seaforth  purchasser  of  the  patent 
thairof,  the  saids  commissioneris  haivand  sein  and  considderit  the  said 
patent,  as  lyikwayes  bailBng  pervsed  the  reassounes  givin  in  against  the 
same  with  his  ansuers  thairto,  togither  with  the  replyes  and  duplyes  maid 
in  the  said  mater  with  his  ansuers  maid  thairto,  and  considdering  how 
that  notwithstanding  the  said  proces  does  lye  at  his  lordship,  and  that 
the  said  patent  during  the  process  is  not  exped,  yitt  the  HoUanderis 
with  quhome  the  said  Erie  hes  contracted  hes  enterit  in  possessioun  of 
the  said  yle,  does  daylie  fische,  and  oure  nichtboures  wha  hes  bein  thair 
hes  declairit  that  the  haill  beiflf  and  fisches  and  all  vther  commoditie  both 
in  that  ille  and  ylles  thairabout  as  also  in  the  maine  ar  taikin  vp  be  the 
straingeris  and  coft  before  the  hand,  so  that  thair  native  ships  that  went 
thither  wer  refuised  of  kettell  fisch  or  anie  vther  commoditie  for  sustenta- 
tioun  of  thair  cumpanie,  so  that  this  haill  cuntrey  is  licklie  to  be 
depryuit  of  the  haill  benefeit  of  the  fisching  and  of  all  vther  commoditie 
that  these  plaices  micbt  affoord  ;  and  with  all  considdering  the  forme  and 
multitud  of  that  people,  so  abounding  in  schip  and  all  kynd  of  trade  and 
powar  for  mantenance  thairof  that  quhairsoeuir  they  haue  cum  they  have 
bein  maisteris  of  the  haill  trade  in  these  plaices,  to  the  gritt  incommo- 
ditie  and  hurt  of  the  natives,  and  that  this  cuntrey  lyand  so  near  to 
theme,  and  they  halving  so  commodious  a  plaice  of  residence  they  ar 
abill  (quhither  naturalized,  priueledgit,  or  nott)  in  schort  tyme  to  draw 
the  whole  trade  of  this  kingdome  both  invard  and  outvard  in  thair  awin 
handis,  to  the  vtter  vndoeing  of  this  estaitt  and  no  small  preiudice  of  the 
whole  natioun  ;  the  which  consideratiounes  the  saids  commissioneris  taking 
to  bairt  they  find  it  more  nor  tyme  that  sum  spedye  course  sould  be 
taiken  for  preventing  of  the  farther  grouth  of  that  euill,  and  halving 
advysit  of  the  fittest  and  reddiest  meanes  quhairby  the  same  salbe  brocht 
about  they  find  non  so  readye  as  to  half  recourse  to  thair  Soverayne 
Lord  and  maister  the  Kingis  Maiestie  and  to  lay  oppin  to  him  thair  iust 
greivances  and  imminent  and  sein  overthrow  if  his  Maiestie  be  his 
authoritie  both  at  home  and  abroad  with  the  estaittes  of  Holland  doe  not 


misRive. 
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CuLRos.  repres  that  people  and  deliuer  the  inhabitantis  of  this  cuntrey  and  mer- 

.  chandis  frome  thair  oppressioun  both  in  the  said  yle  and  vpone  the  coastes 

strounway.  '  of  this  land,  who  vpone  ane  pretendit"  libertie  obtenit  of  his  father  of 
most  worthie  memorie  ar  the  overthrowes  of  the  haill  fischeing  of  this 
cuntrey  ;  and  least  it  micht  appeare  that  they  insist  vpone  the  redres  of 
thir  euilles  mor  vpone  ane  naikit  feare  although  grundit  vpone  iust 
reassounes  rather  then  vpone  ane  desyre  of  resolutioun  to  improve  that 
so  rich  a  commoditie,  the  onelie  true  meyne  abill  to  mak  this  cuntrey 
abound  with  gold  and  silver  and  all  vther  commodities  necessar  for  the 
same,  and  becaus  ane  constant  course  heirin  cannot  be  resolved  herevpone 
at  this  meitting,  thairfore  they  ordaine  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Sanct  Androes,  Glasgow,  Aire, 
Haddingtoun,  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Montrose,  Bruntyland,  Anstruther 
Eister,  Craill,  Kinghome,  Couper,  and  Anstruther  Wester,  to  send  thair 
commissioneris  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  vpone  advertisement  to  be  maid 
to  theme  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  vpone  such  tyme  as  salbe  agriet 
vpone  be  the  nixt  particular  conveutioun,  with  ample  and  full  resolutioun 
for  vndertaking  and  improving  of  the  said  fisching  in  the  said  yle  or 
therabout,  and  weill  instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  and  overtoures  for 
satling  of  ane  toun  and  trade  in  these  pairtis,  ilk  burgh  vnder  the  piiyne 
of  tuentie  pundis,  as  they  tender  the  weill  and  floorisching  of  this  estaitt 
and  cuntrey ;  to  which  borrowis  or  maist  pairt  of  theme  convenand  the 
present  commissioneris  grantis  and  giues  thair  maist  full  and  ample  powar 
for  vndertaking  of  the  said  fisching  and  planting  of  the  said  toun,  and  to 
doe,  vse,  and  exerce  in  the  said  mater  all  and  quhatsumeuir  the  present 
comniissioners  now  assembled  micht  doe  theme  selflfes  or  quhatsoeuir  they 
sail  find  expedient  for  the  weill  of  that  mater,  ratifieing  for  theme  and 
thair  burghis  and  successoures  quhatsoeuir  course  and  conclusioun  salbe 
taiken  be  theme  thairanent ;  and  obleissis  theme  and  thair  saids  burghis 
to  abyid  therat  and  to  prosecut  the  same  to  the  vttermost  of  thair 
powars,  and  ordanis  the  remanent  commissioneris  present  to  recommend 
the  said  mater  to  thair  burghis  at  thair  homecuming  and  to  trye  out  if 
thair  be  anie  amangst  theme  that  will  adventure  with  the  rest  in  the 
said  fisching,  and  that  thai  ather  give  notice  thairof  be  writt  to  the  said 
conventioun  or  send  ane  commissioner  instructed  to  meitt  with  the  rest 
thairin  the  said  day.      And  farder,  becaus  as  said  is  the  saids   HoUan- 
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dens  is  alreadie  enterit  into  the  said  fisching,  and  that  such  of  the  burghis  Culros. 

as  are  yeirlie  accustomit  to  outreik  for  the  same  are  lyik  to  be  disap- !il — ^ 

pointit  of  the  fiseheing  thair,  and  thair  haill  materialles  and  prouisioun  of  g^^^^y"®' 
salt  and  tries  to  be  castin  ydle  vpone  thair  hand,  haiving  no.vther  meanes  missive, 
for  imployment  thairof,  and  ther  fischers  quho  ar  accustomit  to  seme  at 
the  said  fisching  haiving  no  other  meanes  to  intertyne  thair  families  ar 
licklie  to  run  away  to  the  saids  Hollanderis  and  seme  theme  and  leive 
thair  tonnes  desolat,  the  same  consisting  for  the  maist  pairt  of  such  lyik 
people,  if  sum  spedye  course  be  not  taiken  in  tyme  as  in  before  men- 
tioned ;  thairfore  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow,  Glasgow,  Aire,  Haddington n, 
Bruntyland,  Kirkcaldie,  Anstruther  Eister,  Irrwyng,  Montros,  Dumbar, 
Jedburgh,  and  Dumfreis  to  meitt  and  conveyne  at  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh the  fourtein  day  of  Julij  instant  with  continuation  of  dayes,  and 
thair  to  mak  choice  of  some  qualifiet  persone,  ane  or  mae  as  they  sail 
think  meitt,  quhome  they  sail  direct  with  ample  commissioun  in  thair 
names  to  his  Maiestie  for  opposing  of  the  said  signature  and  recalling  of 
the  same,  and  for  dealling  with  his  Maiestie  for  haiving  the  said  fisching 
to  be  devoluit  in  thair  hand  is  with  powar  to  theme  for  erecting  of  ane 
burgh  in  the  saids  pairtes  and  with  all  powar  r^quisit  to  theme  for  im- 
proving of  the  said  fisching,  to  which  borrowis  or  maist  pairt  of  theme  so 
convenand  the  saids  commissioneris  grantis  thair  full  powar  and  commis- 
sioun to  mak  choice  of  the  said  persone  or  persounes  and  to  give  instruc- 
tiounes  to  him  in  the  said  mater  and  to  borrow  such  soumes  of  money  as 
they  sail  find  necessar  for  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioneris 
chairges  quho  ar  to  be  imployit  for  effectuatting  of  that  busines  ;  which 
soume  so  to  be  borrowit  be  theme,  with  the  proSeitt  and  interrest  thairof 
quhill  the  same  be  payit,  the  saids  commissioneris  binds  and  obleissis 
theme  and  thair  burghis  to  refound  the  same  ;  as  lyikwayes  the  saids 
commissioners  grantis  and  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  the 
saids  borrowis  to  doe  in  the  said  mater  all  and  quhatsumeuir  they  micht 
doe  themeselffes  and  quhatsumeuir  they  sail  think  maist  expedient  and 
necessar  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis,  lyik  as  they  be  thir  presentis  ratifies 
and  approves  the  haill  course  to  be  taiken  in  the  said  mater  and  quhat- 
sumeuir salbe  doone  be  theme  thairin  and  obleissis  theme  and  thair 
burghis  to  abyid  theratt,  but  gainecalling  or  contradictioun  quhatsumeuir. 
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CuLRoa.  With  powar  lyikwayis  to  the  saids  bon-owis  to  instruct  thair  saids  com- 

'—  missioner  or  commissioneris  in  the  mater  of  the  admiralitie,  conseniatorie, 

Stt-?unway^^*    and  all  vther  materis  that  may  concerne  the  saids  borrowis  or  anie  ane 
missive.  of  theme,  and  ordanis  theme  to  graunt  vnto  him  or  theme  full  powar 

and  commissioun  in  the  saids  haill  particulars  to  deale  with  his 
Maiestie  theranent,  and  all  and  sindrie  vther  thinges  to  doe  thairanent 
that  they  sail  think  most  expedient  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis,  quhair- 
anent  the  present  commissioners  gives  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun, 
and  for  theme  and  thair  burghis  ratifies  and  approves  quhatsumeuir  pro- 
ceidings  and  course  salbe  taiken  be  theme  in  the  saids  materis,  and 
ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  and  commissioneris  respectiue  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
Stotut,  factors  31.  [Referring  to  the   26th  act  of  the  last  general  convention  of 

▼Ato^radsSre.  1626,]  the  present  commissioners,  considdering  how  necessar  it  is  for  the 
Weill  of  the  whole,  tredderis  that  the  said  course  sould  be  foUowit  furth, 
thairfore  they  ordaine  the  saids  whole  factours  thair,  betuixt  and  the  first 
day  of  September  nixtocum,  to  present  to  the  said  conservatour  or  his 
deputtis  ilk  ane  of  theme  ane  buik  of  accompt,  and  that  he  cans  his  clerk 
merk  the  samin  throw  the  haill  leives  thairof,  and  to  sett  doun  the  day 
of  thair  deljrverie  thairof  bak  againe  to  the  saids  factoures  togither  with 
the  nomber  of  leives  the  saids  buikes  does  coutein,  and  ordayne  theme 
with  all  diligence  to  begin  thair  accomptes  in  the  saids  buikes,  and  to 
haue  no  comptes  bot  these  that  ar  registratt  in  the  saids  buik  or  buikes 
to  be  merkit  be  the  said  conseruator  clerk  in  maner  foresaid  ;  and  anent 
the  monethlie  visitting  of  the  saids  buikes  the  saids  commissioneris  dis- 
chairges  the  said  conseruatour,  being  personalie  present,  and  his  deputtis 
frome  visiting  of  the  same  efter  thai  ar  dely  verit  to  the  saids  factouris  till 
he  sail  resaive  ane  new  wamind  frome  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  in  * 
some  generall  or  particular  conventiounes  to  that  effect  against  the  saids 
factours  or  anie  ane  of  theme ;  and  ordanis  the  said  conseruatour  to 
intimat  this  present  act  to  the  saids  factouris  with  all  diligence  and  to  sie 
theme  keiped  in  all  tyme  cuming  and  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

Weir,  factor,         32.  The  commissioners  instructed  the  conservator  to  re-admit  James  Weir, 
who  had  been  discharged,  to  be  a  factor  at  Carapheir. 


Convention  of  Royal  Baryhs.  295 

S3.  Anent  the  remonstrance  maid  be  maister  Jobnne  Forrett,  minister  Culros. 

at  thair  staiple  port  at  Campheir,  of  the  estaitt  of  the  kirk  of  the  said       "^ 1_ 

toun,  and  how  that  maister  Patrik  Drummond,  present  conseruatour  of  c^Jheir, 
the  priueledges  of  the  natioun  in  the  Law  Cuntries,  did,  contrare  to  the  "essiono. 
ordour  obseruit  in  the  kirk,  incrotche  vpone  thair  govemement,  and  albeit 
that  anie  conclusioun  was  maid  be  the   minister  and  cessioun  thair  he 
vald  nather  putt  nor  suffer  the  same  to  be  putt  to  dew  executioun,  to  the 
great  reproache  and  disgraice  of  that  kirk  amangs  strangeris  and  dis- 
credeit  of  the  borrowis  quha  ar  onlie  interrest  in  the  same,  as  at  mair 
leuth  is  contenit  in  his  remonstrance  givin  in  be  him  theranent ;  and  the 
saidis  commissioneris  considdering  how  necessar  it  is  that  the  said  kirk 
thair  sould  enjoy  all  convenient  libertie  of  discipline  and  the  said  minister 
and  sessioun  sould  not  be  impedit  of  thair  govemament  in  thinges  con- 
cerning the  churche  hot  rather  sould  be  authorized  and  cherisched  be  the 
conseruator,   thairfore   they  ordaine  the  conseruatour,    being  personallie 
present,  to  suffer  and  permitt  the  said  minister  and  cessioun  to  governe 
the  said  kirk  and  discipline  thairof  conforme  to  the  daylie  ordour  obseruit 
in  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  in  nowayes  to  hinder  and  imped  theme,  and 
to  putt  or  caus  be  putt  to  executioun  all  such  actes  as  salbe  maid  be 
theme  in  materis  ecclesiasticall  for  the  weill  of  the  kirk  thair,  and  to 
concure  and  assist  with  theme  in  all  thinges  concerning  the  discipline ;  as 
lyikwayes  ordaines  that  the  said  conseruatour,  as  ciuill  magistratt  in  these 
pairtis,  salbe  comptit  of  and  respected  be  theme  as  the  only  ciuill  magis- 
tratt and  as  ane  member  of  the  said  sessioun,  and  quhen  he  is  thair 
present  that  he  sail  haue  first  voite  and   opinioun  in  all  thinges ;  and  as 
tuitching  the  moderatioun,  they  find  that  according  to  the  custome  of  the 
kirk  of  Scotland  that  the  samin  does  appertein  to  the  minister  ;  and  the 
said  conseruator  being  present  consentit  heirvnto ;  and  anent  the  reider, 
the  commissioner  fiudis  the  electioun,  continuatioun,  or  depriuatioun  of 
him  belongis  to  the  borrowis  allanerUe. 

34.  Kemitted  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  14th  inst.  Complenta, 

to  consider  and  dispose  of  **  the  com  plain tis  givin  in  be  some  of  the  neiehbouris  conservator. 

coinniissioiio 
of  the  burghis  and  be  the  agent  in  name  of  the  borrowis  against  the  said  missive.       ' 

conseruator." 

35.  The  agent  having  produced  the  diligence  anent  the   30th  act  of  last  Elgyne,  dili- 
general  convention,  the  commissioners^found  that  the  burgh  of  Elgyne  had  "  not  gence  satisfied. 
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CuLRos.  formallie  proceidit  tliairin,  and  speciallie  in  the  forme  of  the  electidun  of  thair 

10  July  1629.  magistrats,  and  ordanis  theme  to  amend' the  samin  in  tyme  cuming  and  not  to  be  so 
Elgyne,  dili-  confused  hot  to  proceid  thairin  conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis," 
m°*kb**^  ®  *  36.  William  Blaikbiirne  appeared  and  passed  from  his  complaint  against  the 
Inerkithing.      burgh  of  Innerkeithing. 

Burnet,  factor,  37.  The  commissioners  accepted  of  a  bond  by  Alexander  Jafiray  as  cautioner 
Japhray.^*         for  Johnne  Burnett,  factor  at  Campheir. 

Augmentatio,  38.  On  the  supplication  of  the  minister  at  Campheir  "  craiveing  augmentatioun 

Forrett.  to  his  stipend,  in  respect  of  the  grit  and  exorbitant  dearth  quhairvnto  all  kynd 

of  viueris  hes  rissen  in  that  cuntrey,"  the  commissioners  granted  an  augmentation 
of  200  guid lings. 
Drummond,  39.  Remitted  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet  on  14th  inst.  to  receive 

nSM?one^^-  ^^^  consider  the  accounts  of  David  Drummond,  servitor  to  the  conservator,  of 
sivo.  his  intromission  with  the  impost  granted  for  the  minister's  stipend. 

Trotter,  49.  The  accounts  of  Eduard  Trotter,  factor  at  Campheir,  of  his  intromission 

sive.     '  with  the  impost  granted  for  defraying  the  minister's  stipend,  from  1st  August 

till  26th  June  last,  were  produced.     The  charge  extended  to  £169,  15s.  Flemish 
money,  and  the  discharge  to  £123,  Is.  8d.  gritt  Flemish  money,  leaving  due  by 
the  collector  £46,  13s.  4d. 
Eleis,  collector,         41.  The  commissioners  appointed  James  Eleis,  factor  in  Campheir,  to  be  col- 
lector of  the  impost  granted  for  the  minister's  stipend  from  1st  August  1629  to 
1st  August  1630. 
Suitie  comptia.         42.   George   Suittie  produced  his  accounts  of  his  intromission  with  the  im- 
post granted  to  him.     The  commissioners  oixlained  all  parties  owing  any  sums  to 
Suittie  to  make  payment,  and  they  authorised  him  to  continue  in  uplifting  the 
impost  to  1st  August  next. 
Culroee,  vc  43.  The  commissioners  granted  to  the  burgh  of  Culros  500  merks  for  the 

merks,  missive,  reparation  of  their  harbour. 

Hadington,  44.   Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  con- 

support,  mis-    vention  sufficiently  instructed  to  give  answer  to  the  supplication  of  Hadington  for 
help  to  the  repair  of  the  harbour  of  Aberlady. 

Wigrtoun,  sup-  45.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  ffivin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Wifftoun  declair- 
sive.  '  ing  that  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of  [Edinburgh  *] 
had  gran  tit  vnto  theme  the  soume  of  four  hundreth  pundis  for  prosecu- 
tioun  of  thair  actioun  against  the  burgh  of  Stranrawer,  they  alwayes 
bestowing  the  lyik  soume  thervpone,  and  that  thai  had  neuer  ressauit 
the  samin  bot  had  proseeut  the  said  actioun  vpone  thair  awin  expenssis 
and  had  obtenit  decreit  against  the  said  burgh  of  Stranrawer,  quhair- 
vpone  the  said  burgh  hes  obtenit  ane  erectioun  of  ane  frie  burgh  royall, 

*    Vidcj  ante,  p.  70. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  297 

and  that  they  had  actioun  of  reduction n  presentlie  depending  before  the  Culros. 
lordis  against  the  same,  and  thairfore  crawing  thair  help  to  prosecut  the  ^^  J"^y  ^^^^- 
same  as  they  sal  be  redy  to  bestow  the  l3dk  soume  l3dkwayes  of  thair  Wigtoun,  aup- 
awin,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  supplieatioun,  the  saids  com-  give.        * 
missioneris   ordanis   the   said    burgh    to   prosecut   the   said  actioun  and 
according  to   thair  diligence  promittis  to    help  theme,    and  ordanis   ilk 
burgh  to  send  thair  commissioners  suflBcientlie  instructed  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  general!  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

46.  Granted  licence  to  the  following  burghs  to  abide  from  all  general  con-  Ezemptiona, 
ventions,  viz.,  Brichen  for  five  years,  Innernes,  Kilranie,  Lochmaben,  Dumbar-  "*^'*®"»  ^^' 
tane,  and  Ruthei^glen,  for  three  years. 

47.  Compeirit  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Dundie  and  producit  Dundie,  mea- 
ane  act  before  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall  report,  comis- 
declairing  that  his    Maiestie  haiveing   bein   petitioned   in  name  of  the  ^^^^'  miwive. 
maissones,   wrichtis,   and  vtheris  thair  dependantis  within  the  burgh  of 
Dundie^  that  thai  micht  haue  ane  libertie  to  cheis  ane  deykin  as  the  rest 

of  the  frie  borrowis  within  this  kingdome  hes  for  the  better  reforming  of 
the  abusses  amangis  theme,  and  that  his  Maiestie  was  gratiouslie  pleased 
to  remitt  the  consideratioun  of  the  said  petitioun  to  theme,  lyik  as  the 
saids  lordis  be  thir  said  act  had  recommendit  the  consideratioun  and 
desyre  of  the  said  is  petitiouneris  and  reassounes  to  be  givin  in  be  theme 
for  that  purpose,  with  the  reassounes  and  argumentis  to  be  proponit  be 
the  saidis  magistrates  of  the  burgh  of  Dundye  against  the  desyre  of  the 
said  petitioun,  to  this  present  conventioun,  and  had  ordanit  them  to 
report  the  expediencie  and  conveniencie  of  the  said  petitioun  to  theme 
#vpone  the  first  Thurisday  efter  the  dissolving  of  the  said  conventioun,  as  at 
mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  act  daittit  at  Halyrud  Hous  the  fyftein 
day  of  Apryle  last ;  lyik  as  also  the  saids  commissioners  producit  the 
petitioun  then  presented  be  theme  to  the  saids  lordis  contening  thair 
reassounes  in  the  contrare  thairof,  togither  with  ane  petitioun  of  the 
present  commissioneris  subscrjniit  be  the  magistrattis,  counsall,  and 
deykins  of  craftis  of  the  said  burgh,  contening  the  reassounes  against  the 
samin ;  and  lyikwayes  compeirit  Johne  Mylne,  in  name  of  the  saids  craftis 
petitioneris  foresaid,  and  with  him  maister  Hendrie  Kinros,  and  presented 
ane  supplieatioun  to  the  saids  borrowis  anent  the  said  mater,   and  the 

2  P 
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io"j^?^  1629  s^idis  commissioneris  halving  causit  red  the  saids  petitiounes  in  presens  of 
Dundie  mea-  ^^^^  pairties,  and  haiveing  hard  the  ansuers  maid  be  the  said  maister 
sons,  wrichts,  Hendrie  in  name  foresaid  to  the  objectiounes  maid  be  the  commissioner 
mSsione,  mis-  of  the  burgh  of  Dundye  and  contenit  in  his  supplicatioun  against  the 
®^^®'  saidis  craftismen  desyre,  with  the  argumentis  vsit  be  the  said  maister 

Hendrie  for  enforcing  of  the  said  desyre  ;  as  lyikwayes,  haifing  informit 
theme  selflfes  of  the  vsuall  forme  obseruit  amangs  the  rest  of  the  whole 
borrowis  in  erecting  of  deacones  of  the  saids  craftis  amangs  theme,  and  of 
the  expediencie  of  making  ane  societie  of  the  saids  craftis  within  the  said 
burgh,  haiffing  at  lenth  considderit  altogither,  they  all  in  ane  voice  findis 
and  declaires  that  the  saids  craftis  of  maissounes  and  wrichtis  hes  not  that 
libertie  of  cheissing  of  ane  deykin  throw  the  haill  borrowis,  and  that 
such  craftis  as  hes  that  libertie  amangs  anie  of  theme  hes  proceidit  frome 
ane  grant  of  the  magistrattis  and  counsall  of  the  burghis  quhair  they  ar, 
quhairin  is  continuallie  expressed  thair  haill  lawes  and  ordoures  to  be 
keiped  by  theme  anent  thair  work  and  thair  seill  of  caus  affixit  thairto  ; 
as  lyikwayes  declaires  that  if  the  same  were  granted  to  the  saidis  craftis 
in  the  said  burgh  of  Dundye  it  micht  not  onlie  induce  sum  altera- 
tioun  in  thair  quyet  state  of  governament  bot  also  micht  prove  preiudiciall 
to  the  policie  of  the  said  toun,  and  that  the  saids  craftis  notwithstanding 
of  quhatsumeuir  lawes  that  could  be  maid  against  theme  micht  mak  com- 
binatiounes  and  quiett  pactiounes  for  thair  awin  proffeit  which  micht 
grittumlie  imped  the  commoun  policie,  they  being  for  the  maist  pairt 
people  of  meane  substance,  and  lyikwayes  out  of  the  experience  they 
have  of  the  saids  craftis  quhair  they  have  the  said  libertie  declaires  that 
for  these  and  vtheris  respectes  it  is  nowayes  convenient  nor  expedient  for 
the  Weill  publict  that  the  saids  craftis  sould  have  the  libertie  of  cheissing 
of  ane  deykin  within  the  said  toun  of  Dundye  nor  powar  to  conveyne  at 
anie  tyme  togither ;  and  ordanis  the  commissioneris  that  ar  appointed  to 
meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  fourtein  of  this  instant  to  deliuer  this  thair 
opinioun  and  judgement  in  the  said  mater  to  the  saids  lordis  of  his 
Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsell. 

11  July  1629. 

Galloway,  43^   Anent  the  supplicatioun  given  in  be  {blank)  Gordoun  of  Erles- 

bricht.missive.  toun,   desyring  the  toun   sum  tyme   callit   Saint    Johnnes  Clachin  and 
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now  callit  the  burgh  of  Galloway,  laitlie  erected  be  his  Maiestie  in  anefrie  Culros. 
burgh  royall,  to  be  enroUit  amangst  the  rest  of  his  Maiesties  frie  royall 


borrowis,    compeirit  the  commissioner  of  the  borrow  of  Kirkcudbricht  K^^ud^* 

and  alledgit  the  same  wes  contenit  within  the  boundes  grantit  be  his  ^"°^*''^"^^®' 

Maiesties  predecessouris  to   thair  burgh  of  before,  and  the   same  vald 

proove  verie  preiudiciall  to  thair  burgh,  thairfore  the  saids  commissioneris 

continewis  the  said  questioun  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis, 

and  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkcudbricht  to  send  thair  commissioner 

suflScientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  in  the  said  mater 

with  all  richtis  and  securities  neidfuU  for  staying  of  the  same  if  ony  they 

have ;  as  also  ordanis  the  said  (blank)  Gordoun,  or  anie  vther  quhome 

the  said  burgh  sail  send,  to  cum  suflBcientlie  instructed  with  ample  com- 

missioun  in  the  said  mater  frome  the  proveist,  baillies,  counsall,  and  com- 

munitie  of  the  said  burgh,  for  thair  vndergoeing  of  the  commoun  burdein 

with  the  remanent  borrowis,  according  to  thair  powar,  if  thai  salbe  enroUit, 

as  they  salbe  taxed  be  theme,  and  for  governing  of  thair  burgh  conforme 

to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  actes  of  borrowis  ;  and  that  ilk  burgh  send 

thair  commissioner   sufBcientlie   instructed  for   this  ^eflfect   to   the    said 

nixt  generall  conventioun  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  li. 

49.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  clerk  of  Culrose  £20  for  directing  the  Agent,  clerk 
missives  this  year. 

50.  The  disbiirsements  of  the  agent,  extending  with  interest  to  £480  Scots,  A^^ent,  compts, 
ordained  to  be  paid  by  the  burghs,  conform  to  the  extent  roll.  missive. 

51.  The  commissioners  remitted  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  meet  on  14th  Edinburgh, 
inst.  to  consider  the  chai'ges  of  Edinburgh  for  their  sending  "  ane  commissioner  ^y^^^*  ""* 
to  his  Majestic  in  the  mater  of  the  erectioun  of  the  burgh  of    Stomway  and 
admiralitie.'' 

52.  Alexander  Aikenheid,  agent,  granted  the    receipt  of  all  sums  payable  Agent,  dis- 
under  the  missive,  and  discharged  the  burghs.  charge. 

53.  The  commissioners  dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  Nixtconven- 
next  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Jedbui^h,  beginning  on  6th  July  next.        ^^one. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Sinclare,  Andro  Scott ;  Dundye,  Johnne  Ramsay  ;  Edinburgh. 
Abirdein,  Thomas  Colinstoun  ;    Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane  ;    Lynlithgow,  oommLion- 

ers. 
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Edinburgh.     Andro  Bell ;  Glasgow,  James  Stewart ;  Aire,  Johnne  Osbume,  younger  ; 


Commission- 
en. 


Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Meikle- 
johnne ;  Kircaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Anstrutber  Eister,  Thomas 
Mertein  ;  Irwing,  James  Scott ;  Montrose,  Johnne  Taelyeour ;  Dumbar, 
George  Purves ;  Jedburgh,  Maister  Johnne  Rutherfuird ;  Dumfreis, 
Robert  Richardsoun ;  Wigtoun,  Williame  Dumbar. 

14  July  1629. 
Moderator.  1 .  Johnne  Sinclare,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

16  July  1629. 

Commissiono,  2   [As  authorised  by  the  30th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the 

way-'«m^-  Commissioners  appointed  Mr  John  Hay,  common  clerk  of  Edinburgh, 
vatorie,  admir-  with]  full  powar  and  commissiouu  for  theme  and  in  name  and  behalff  of 
statuts,  etc.,  the  remanent  whole  frie  borrowis  of  this  realme,  to  pas  to  his  Maiestie 
missive,  £^^  begging  his  gratious  ayde  in  this  mater  for  thair  releifif,  and  frieing  of 

theme  and  this  cuutrey  of  the  saids  HoUanderis,  quhairby  they  may 
friely  mak  vse  of  the  said  fisching  as  they  haue  doone  in  anie  tymes  of 
before,  and  for  recalling  of  the  patent  grauntit  to  the  Erie  of  Seaforth 
anent  the  erectioun  of  the  said  burgh  of  Stornway  and  opposing  of  all 
vther  patents  to  be  grauntit  vnto  him  or  anie  vther  in  these  pairtis,  and 
siclyik  grauntis  vnto  the  said  maister  Johnne  thair  full  powar  and  com- 
missiouu to  deale  with  his  Maiestie  in  the  materis  of  the  conservatorie, 
admiralitie,  penall  statuttis,  and  all  vther  matters  concerning  the  borrowis 
or  that  may  conceme  theme,  and  for  frieing  of  theme  of  that  vniust 
aspersioun  for  exacting  uniustlie  of  thair  nichtboures  ane  gritter  taxatioun 
then  hes  bein  payit  be  theme  to  his  Maiestie,  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  to  deburse  such  soumes  of  money  to  the  said  maister  Johnne 
Hay  for  his  chairges  .  .  .  [And  farther,]  the  present  commissioneris 
hes  appointit  ane  vther  particular  conventioun  of  borrowis  to  be  and  begin 
at  this  burgh  the  aucht  of  September  nixt  with  continuatioun  of  dayes, 
and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  requyre  the  haill  borrowis  that  ar 
appointit  be  the  generall  conventioun  for  keiping  of  the  said  particular  meitt- 
ing  to  send  thair  commissioneris  to  the  said  burgh  the  day  foresaid  sufficientlie 
instructit  in  the  said  mater,  and  becaus  it  is  necessar  that  quhatsoeuir 
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favour  the  said  maister  Johnne  sail  obtein  for  theme  that  the  samin  be  Edinburgh. 
prosequuted  thair  alsweill  as  at  home,  and  that  sum  persoun  or  persounes       ^  ^ 


reayid  thair  for  preventing  of  all  farder  hurtis  that  may  cum  to  this  estaitt  Hay,  stora-*' 
so  long  as  they  sail  think  expedient,  and  that  he  be  in  reddines  to  goe  ya^rie^admir- 
vp  to  his  Maiestie  before  the  said  maister  Johnne  tak  jumey  homevard  aitie,  penaii 

.  .  *f  J  statuti  etc. 

vpone  advertisement  to  be  maid  be  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  the  burgh  miaave.  ' 
of  Edinburgh,  thairfore  ordanis  the  saidis  burghis  to  be  requyrit  to  send 
thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  for  choosing  of  such  persoun  or 
persounes  as  they  sail  think  neidfull  for  that  effect,  and  for  defraying  of 
thair  chairges  ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  burghis  and  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
and  the  said  maister  Johnne  Hay  to  mak  report  of  thair  diligences  of 
thair  seuerall  proceidings  in  the  materis  abonewrittin  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 

3.  The   saidis   commissioneris   of   borrowis   haifing    considderit    and  Stapeii,  Hay, 
advysed  anent  that  mater  of  the  chainge  of  thair  staiple  frome  the  port  of  miBsive. 
Campheir  quhair  presentlie  the  samin  is,  with  the  letteris  direct  frome 
his  Maiestie  and  his  Excellence  to  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  conveynit 
at  Culros  the  nynt  of  this  instant,  conforme  to  the  commissioun  givin  to 
theme  be  the  said  last  conventioun,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteynit  in  the 
25  act  thairof,  they  ordaine  maister  Johnne  Hay,  present  commissioner  for 
theme  to  his  Maiestie,  to  lay  oppin  thair  iust  motives  enforcing  theme  to 
transport  the  same  frome  the  said  plaice  according  to  the  instructiounes 
to  be  givin  to  him  theraneut,  and  if  that  his  Maiestie  desyre  that  the 
said  staiple  salbe  continewit  at  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  that  he  in  thair 
names  intreat  his  Maiestie  for  his  recommendatioun  to  his  Excellence  in 
the  said  toun  for  obtening  of  als  guid  conditiounes  frome  the  said  toun  as 
they  micht  haue  in  anie  vther  plaice,  and  for  ther  better  obseruance  of 
the  contract  alreadie  past  betuixt  the  saids  borrowis  and  theme ;  which 
being  obteynit  ordanis  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  send  the  samin  to  the 
said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  be  sent  be  theme  to  his  Excellence  and  toun 
foresaid ;  as  lyikwayes,  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  draw  vp 
ane  ansuer  to  his  Excellence  lettre  schawing  lyikwayes  the  motives  moov- 
ing  the  said  chainge  and  neglect  of  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  in 
performance  of  thair  pairt  of  the  said  contract,  and  if  it  pleis  his  Excellence 
if  they  at  his  desyre  continew  the  staiple  at  his  said  toun  of  Campheir 
that  he  vald  caus  theme  give  better  conditiounes,  as  lyikwayes  keip  thair 
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Edinburgh. 
16  July  1629. 

Stapell,  Hay, 

Edinbui^h, 

missive. 


Plaiding, 
^airne,  bark- 
ing, victuall, 
missive. 


pairt  of  the  said  contract  better  than  they  haue  doone  ;  and  ordanis  thair 
generall  clerk  to  subscryve  the  samin  in  thair  names,  quhairanent  thir 
presentis  salbe  his  warrand  ;  and  the  said  burgh  to  sett  doun  the  particular 
failyies  cominittit  be  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  togither  with  quhat  thai 
desyre  to  be  amendit  in  tymes  cuming,  and  to  send  the  samin  with  his 
Maiesties  letter  and  thair  owne  to  the  conservatour  to  be  presented  to 
his  Excellence  and  the  said  toun,  and  ordanis  the  said  conseruatour  to 
deale  with  his  ExceUence  and  toun  foresaid  for  better  obtening  thair  desyre 
conforme  to  the  saids  articles ;  and  the  said  burgh,  maister  Johnne  Hay,  and 
the  said  conseruatour  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

4.  Anent  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  7th,  8th,  and  18th  acts  of  last  general 
convention,  the  commissioners,  '*  not  finding  anie  opportunitie  for  helping  thairof 
at  this  tyme,"  ordained  each  burgh  to  send  their  commissioners  sufficiently  in- 
structed to  next  general  convention.  They  also  ordained  the  burgh  of  Abirdein 
to  require  the  heritors  of  the  fairs  of  St  Laurence,  St  Bartell,  and  St  Serff  to 
discharge  the  sellers  of  plaiding  from  presenting  the  same  to  the  market  ^  rolled 
vp  as  thai  vse,  hot  present  the  samin  onlie  trinched  and  layed  in  plyes  and  folds." 


Dnimmond, 
comptis. 


17  July  1629. 

5.  The  commissioners  examined  the  accounts  of  David  Drummond,  collector 
of  the  impost  for  the  ministers  stipend  at  Campheir,  from  21st  August  1626  to 
26th  July  1628,  and  found  the  charge  to  extend  to  X214,  168.  8d.,  and  the  dis- 
charge to  the  same  sum. 


Conservator 

agents, 

complents. 


6.  Anent  the  articles  presentit  be  the  agent  and  complaints  therin 
mentionat  against  the  conservatour,  and  they  haiffing  hard  the  said  con- 
servatour his  ansueris  thairto  at  lenth,  efter  advysing  with  the  same  they 
continew  the  deliverance  of  thair  sentence  in  the  said  mater  till  ane  vther 
occasioun,  and  ordanis  the  conservatour  vpon  laufuU  warning  to  be 
present. 

7.  The  saids  commissioneris  haiffing  giving  commissioun  to  maister 
Johnne  Hay  for  passing  to  his  Maiestie  in  the  mater  of  the  burgh  of 

burgh  ^miSie!  Stomway  for  Opposing  against  the  same,  and  considdering  that  [it]  is 
necessar  that  the  fisching  in  these  pairtis  togither  with  the  planting  of 
ane  toun  thair  be  vndertaiking  be  the  borrowis,  for  the  which  caus  they 


Commiraione, 
Hay,  under- 
taking of  the 
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haif  appoiDted  ane  vther  conventioun  to  be  vpone  the  aucht  of  September  edinbukoh. 

nixt,  conforme  to  ane  vther  act  of  this  present  conventioun,  thairfore  they  _-JiZ 1— 

ordaine  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  mak  ofifer  to  his  Maiestie  of  thair  vnder-  Hay™under^ 
taiking  of  the  said  fisching  and  plantatioun  according  to  thair  powar  and  ^^^  ^^^ 
according  to  the  particularis  t-o  be  condiscendit  vpone  heirefter  in  the  nixt  burgh,  miarive. 
particular  conventioun,  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  give  the 
said  maister  Johnne  his  instructiounes  in  the  haill  particulars  contenit  in 
his  commissioun. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Sincler,  Andro  Scott ;  Dundye,  Thomas  Dauid-  Edinburgh. 
soun  ;  Abirdein,  Thomas  Nicolsoun  ;  Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane ;   Lynlyth-  commiasion- 
gow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes,  Johnne  Lepar ;  Glasgow,  James  Stewart  «"• 
elder ;    Haddingtoun,    Maister  James    Cokburne ;     Kirkcaldye,    Johnne 
Williamesoun ;     Montrose,     Johnne    Taelyeour ;     Bruntyland,    Williame 
Meiklejohnne ;    Anstruther    Eister,    Johnne    Clepane ;     Craill,    Johnne 
Mackesone ;    Kinghorne,   Walter   Duncane ;    Coupar,  Dauid  Andersoun ; 
Anstruther  Wester,  Williame  Dairsie  ;  Jedburgh,  Maister  Johnne  Ruther- 
furd  ;  Perth,  Aire,  and  Dysart  (blank), 

8  September  1629. 
1.  Johnne  Sincler,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  mo<1  orator.         Moderator. 

10  September  1629. 

2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  conveynit,  halving  at  lenth  CommiMion, 
deliberat   anent   the   vndertaking   of  the   plantatioun   of   the   burgh  of  cj^^^uay. 
Stomway  in  the  Yle  of  the  Lewes,  and  anent  the  manor  of  the  improving  fi«c^infi:>  «»"" 
of  the  fischeing  of  this  cuntrey,  and  finding  that  the  same  is  ane  mater 
of  gritt  wecht,  and  that  all  that  wilbe  incident  in  the  said  mater  cannot 
at  this  present  without  farder  advyse  of  thair  burghis  be  weill  resolved  at 
this  tyme,  and  so  mutche  the  more  that  they  have  had  no  particular 
informatioun  frome  maister  Johnne  Hay,   thair  commissioner,  thairfore 
they  haue  thocht  guid  to  continew  the   said   mater  to  the  nixt  conven- 
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Sutie,  conser- 
vator. 


6000  merks, 
Ekiinburgh, 
missive. 


Edinburgh,     tioun,  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  immediately  efter  thai  sail 

8  Seut  1629.  o  o  j 

— 'r-. — '—  gett  more  intelligence  frome  thair  said  commissioner  to  conveyne  the 
Edinburgh.  *  haiU  borrowis  that  wer  appointed  be  the  said  last  generall  conventioun  for 
fisch^gfrnis  ^^^^  purpose  with  all  expeditioun,  and  to  requyre  theme  to  send  thair 
^^^®-  coramissioneris  sufBcientlie  instructed   with   ample   commissioun   in  the 

said  maters  for  concluding  of  all  thinges  that  salbe  thoght  meittest  thairin 
be  the  maist  pairt  of  the  borrowis  convenand  and  prosecuting  thairof  con- 
forme  as  is  appointed  in  the  [30]  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun, 
ilk  burgh  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis. 

3.  George  Suittie  having  complained  that  three  persons  who  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Campheir  with  their  ships  on  the  last  day  of  July  had  refused  to  pay  dues 
to  him,  the  commissioners  instructed  the  conservator  to  cause  the  factors  who 
in tr omitted  with  the  goods  to  make  payment. 

4.  The  commissioners  found  the  "  soums  of  money  debursed  be  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh  to  thair  commissioner  sent  to  his  Maiestie  be  theme  at  thair  diree- 
tioun  in  cortane  thair  commoun  effaires  in  the  moneth  of  Julij  1628  yeires,"  to 
extend  to  5000  merks,  and  with  the  '*  proffeit "  thereof  to  6000  merks.  This  sum 
the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  at  next  general  convention 
conform  to  the  tax  roll. 

Overtures,  5.   Forsameiklc  as  the  present  commissioneris  haiveing  so  far  as  they 

fischJng^'Edin-  \.^^^  f^r  the  present  went  on  in  the  mater  of  the  plantatioun  of  Stomway 
burgh,  missive,  and  improoving  of  the  fischeing,  and  haiveing  sett  doun  ane  minut  of 
sutch  thinges  as  they  could  for  the  present  condiscend  to  be  necessar 
thairin,  and  that  thair  ar  sindrie  thinges  yit  restand  which  without  farder 
informatioun  cannot  be  condiscendit  vpone,  and  thairfore  hes  continewit 
the  same  to  the  nixt  conventioun  ;  and  becaus  that  it  is  necessar  that 
maister  Johnne  Hay,  thair  commissioner,  be  informit  of  these  thingis 
condiscendit  vpone,  thairfore  ordanis  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  to  reveise 
the  said  minute  and  to  cans  the  same  be  putt  in  forme,  and  to 
send  the  same  to  maister  Johnne  Hay  with  all  expeditioun,  and  ordanis 
ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  the  said  maister  Johnne  to  prosecut  the  said 
mater  conforme  to  the  saids  articles,  with  powar  to  him  to  extend 
and  impair  the  same  as  he  sail  think  meittest  for  the  weill  of  the  bor- 
rowis, and  ordanis  thair  clerk  to  subscryve  the  same,  quhairanent  thir 
presentis  salbe  his  warrand  ;  and  to  desyre  him  to  acquaint  with  diligence 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  with  his  proceidings  that  thairefter  the  remanent 
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borrowis  maybe  advertised  for  making  ane  finall  conclusioun  in  the  said  Edwburoh. 
mater ;  and  lyikwayes  ordanis  to  writt  to  the  said  maister  Johnne  anent  1629. 


the  penall  statuttis,  and  to  recommend  the  same  to  his  cair  and  dili-  Overtures, 
gence  with  all  vther  thinges  contenit  in  his  commissioun  givin  to  him  ;  fi^h^gf  Edin- 
and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  ^^"^^^^  ^^^^®- 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

6.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Perth  and  Dysart  in  Perth,  Dysart 
£20  each  for  being  absent  from  this  convention.  give/    '  ™^ 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

21  January 
1630. 

Edinburgh,  Johnne  Sinclare,  Laurence  Cokbume ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray  ;  Commission- 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halyburnetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Alexander  Japhray  ; 
Stirling,  Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Williame  Hamiltoun  ;  Sanctandroes, 
Johnne  Arnote ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Aire,  Johnne  Osbume  ; 
Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Simpsoun  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Williame  Tennent ;  Muntros,  Patrik  Lichtoun ;  Bruntyland, 
William  Meiklejohnne ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mairtein ;  Craill, 
Johnne  Mackesoun  ;  Kinghome,  Maister  Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Anstruther 
Wester  produced  ane  missive  ratifieing  the  proceidingis  in  the  conven- 
tioun ;  Couper  (blank). 


ers. 


21  January  1630. 
1.  Johnne  Sinclair,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.        Moderator. 


27  January  1630. 
2.   The  commission eris  of  borrowis  beand  conveynit,  and  haiving  res-  Presentatio, 

Spang,  Cam- 
pheir,  missive. 


sauit  ane  lettre  frome  these  of  the  natioun  resident  at  thair  staiple  port  p^^'   *"* 


in  the  toun  of  Campheir,  regraitting  the  want  of  ane  pastour  for  serving 
of  the  cure  of  the  kirk  thair,  and  deploring  thair  hard  estait  throw  laik 
of  that  grit  comfort  they  formerlie  injoyed  of  the  benefeit  of  the  word  of 
God,  and  quhairof  thai  ar  now  deprjrvit  and  euir  lies  bein  since  the 
deceis  of  vmquhill  maister  Johnne  Forrett,  thair  late  pastour ;  with  the 
quhilk  lettre  the  saids  commissioneris  beand  advysit,  and  finding  it  neces- 

2  Q 
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Edinburgh,     gar  that  the  said  kirk  sould  be  plantit  with  ane  sufficient  and  qualifiet 
1030.  persone,  and  that  the  said  plaice  of  the  ministrie  thair  sould  no  longer 

Presentatio,  vaik  DOW  vacand  in  thair  handis  and  at  thair  presentatioun  be  deceis  of 
pEeS^f'misdve.  the  Said  vmquhiU  maister  Johnne,  to  the  end  that  both  the  residenters 
thair  and  those  of  the  natioun  resorting  thither  sould  no  longer  be  dis- 
apointit  of  that  comfort  of  ane  ordiner  pastour  for  teaching  of  the  word 
of  God  and  exerceing  of  all  vther  functiounes  belonging  to  ane  minister ; 
and  vnderstanding  of  the  literature,  qualificatioun,  and  abilitie  of  maister 
Williame  Spang,  student  in  divinitie,  for  supplieing  of  the  said  plaice  now 
vacand  in  thair  handis  be  deceis  of  the  said  maister  Johnne  Forrett  as 
saidis ;  thairfore  they  haue  elected,  nominatted,  and  presentit,  lyik  as 
they  be  thir  presentes  electes,  nominattis,  and  presentis  the  said  maister 
Williame  to  the  said  vacand  plaice  of  the  said  kirk  at  Campheir,  and 
ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow  and 
Hadingtoun  to  deale  with  the  richt  reverend  father  in  God  the  Archie- 
bischop  of  Sanct  Androes  for  ressaiving  and  admitting  of  the  said  maister 
Williame  to  the  said  vacand  plaice  and  instituting  of  him  thairin ;  to  the 
which  borrowis  the  saids  commissioneris  give  thair  full  powar  and  com- 
missioun  for  theme  and  in  thair  names  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
haill  flock  and  congregatioun  of  thair  said  kirk  of  Campheir  at  sutch  tyme 
and  plaice  to  ressaive  the  said  maister  William  as  the  said  Archiebischop 
sail  apoint  and  as  thai  salbe  requyrit  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh ;  as 
lyikwayes  ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  efber  the  said  maister 
Williame  salbe  institut  in  the  said  plaice  to  signifie  the  same  to  the  con- 
servatour  and  factouris  at  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  and  to  reconmiend 
him  in  thair  names  to  thair  cair ;  and  the  said  burgh  and  buighis  to 
report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  bor- 
rowis and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  ordanis  ane  pre- 
sentatioun to  be  exped  to  him  in  mair  ample  forme  and  thair  derk  to 
subscryve  the  samin,  quhairanent  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand. 
Contract,  bor-  3.  Foresamcikle    as   the  saids  commissioneris  hes  presentit  maister 

roues, .  pang.  Williame  Spang,  student  in  divinitie,  to  the  vacand  plaice  of  the 
ministrie  of  Campheir  now  vacand  in  thair  handis  and  at  thair  presen- 
tatioun be  deceis  of  vmquhill  maister  Johnne  Forrett,  late  minister  at 
the  said  toun,  thairfore  they  haue  agriet  with  the  said  maister  Williame 
in  manor  efter  following,  viz.,  that  the  said   maister  Williame  sail  deiilie 
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and  ordourlie  serue  the  cure  of  the  said  kirk  at   thair  said  staiple  of  Edinburgh. 
Campheir,  or  quhair  it  salhappin  theme  to  aflSx  thair  said  staiple  in  anie  1630.**" 
tyme  cuming,  in  all  ministeriall  functiounes,  sic  as  preiching  of  the  word  Contract,  bor- 
of  God  at  the  vsuall  tymes  as  the  samin  hes  bein  taucht  thair  of  before,  ^^^*  Spang, 
administratting  of  the  sacraments  and  vsing  all  vther  thinges  competent 
to  anie  pastour  within  this  kingdome,  and  sail  at  na  tyme  absent  him 
selff  frome  the  said  cure  but  sail  diligentlie   and   cairfuUie   attend  the 
samin  at  all  tymes  ;  and  to  this  effect  the  said  maister  Williame  bindis 
and  obleissis  him  to  repair  to  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  betuixt  and  the 
first  day  of  Julij  nixt.      For  the  whitche  cans  the  saids  commissioneris  of 
borrowis  hes  apointed  and  agriet  with  him  for  his  ordinarie  stipend  for 
the    soume    of   aucht    hundreth    guidlings    vsuall    money   of   the    Low 
Cuntreyis,  which  the  said  commissioners  for  themeselffes,  and  in  name 
and  behalf  of  the  haill  remanent  borrowes  of  this  kingdome,  bindis  and 
obleissis  theme  and  thair  successouris  to  content  and  pay  to  the  said 
maister  Williame  during  his  seruice  at  the  said  kirk  the  said  soume  of 
aucht  hundreth  guidlings   money  foresaid  at  four   termes   in  the  yeir, 
Lambes,  Alhallowmes,  Candlemes  and  Beltan,  to  be  payit  furth  of  the 
impost  grantit  and  apointed  for  defraying  of  the  said  ministers  stipend, 
and  obleissis  theme  to  caus  the  collectour  of  the  said  impost  thankfullie 
ansuer  the  said  maister  Williame  thairof  at  the  termes  abonespecifiet, 
beginnand  the  first  termes  payment  thairof  at  Lambes  nixt ;  and  in  caice 
it  salbe  fund  that  the  present  impost  laid  vpone  the  guides  of  the  mer- 
chandes,  skippers,  and  factouris,  and  shippis  coming  to  the  said  staiple 
port  sail  not  be  suflBcient  for  defraying  of  his  said  stipend,  then  and  in 
that  caice  they  obleis  theme  selffes  and  thair  saids  burghis  to  impose  ana 
gritter  custome  and  dewtye  thervpone  which  may  be  sufficient  for  pay- 
ment thairof,  or  to  find  out  sum  vther  meanes  quhairby  the  said  stipend 
may  be  payit  to  him,  and  apointes  for  his  present  duelling  hous  the  hous 
agreit  vpone  be  the  toun  of  Campheir  for  thair  minister,  conforme  to  the 
contract    past    betuixt    the   saids   commissioneris    of   borrowis   and    the 
conamissioners  for  his  excellence  and  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  of  the 
dait  at  Campheir  the  19  of  Nouember  1612,  with  all  immunities  and 
priueledges  injoyit  be  the  factouris  thair ;   and  ordanis  thair  coUectouris 
present  and  to  cum  to  ansuer  him  thankfullie  of  liis  said  stipend,  and  to 
this   effect   ordanis   ane   letter   to  be  direct   to   the   said    collectour   for 
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Edinburgh,     ansuering  him  of  his  said  stipend  in  maner  abonewrittin,  and  ane  vther 
1630?""*^       lettre  to  be  direct  be  the  conseruatour  for  sieing  him  plantit  in  the  said 
Contract,  bor-  plaice  and  concurring  and  assisting  with  him  in  all  thinges  concerning 
roues,  Spang,    ^^ie  Said  kirk  and  ecclesiasticall  discipline  thairat ;  lyik  as  also  the  saids 
commissioneris  grantes  and  gives  to  the  said  maister  Williame  the  soume 
of  tuentie  pundis  Fleyms  for  making  of  his  chairges  in  transportatioun  to 
the  said  kirk,  and  ordanis  thair  collectour  to  mak  payment  to  him  of  the 
samyn  thair,  and  the  same  salbe  aUowit  to  him  in  his  compts  ;  and  the  said 
maister  Williame,  compeirit,  in  takin  of  his  acceptatioun  of  the  cure  of 
the    said   kirk   and   of  his    stipend   abonewrittin    for  the    samin   with 
provisioun  of  the  hous  abonewrittin,  hes  with  the  commissioners  foresaid 
subscryuit  this  present  act,  day,  moneth  and  yeir  of  God  abone  specifiet ; 
and  ordanis  ane  vther  lettre  to  be  direct  to  the  magistrattis  of  the  said 
toun  of  Campheir  for  giving  of  the  said  hous  to  him,  and  ordanis  thair 
clerk  to  subscryve  the  samyn. 
Ramsay  v*  4.   Forsameikle  as  the  commissioneris  of  borrowis  vndefstanding  of 

^dhngs.  ^j^^  YiBxdi  and  indigent  estait  of  Helene  Ramsay,  relict  of  vmquhill 
maister  Johnne  Forret,  late  minister  at  the  staiple  port  of  the  kirk  of 
Campheir,  throw  deceis  of  hir  said  vmquhill  husband,  being  left  verie 
indigent  with  the  burdein  of  manie  poore  childrein,  thairfore  they  out  of 
thair  love  and  affectioun  and  of  meir  gratuitie  hes  grantit  and  givin,  and 
be  thir  presentis  grantis  and  givis  for  hir  help,  the  soume  of  fyve  hundreth 
guidlings  Fleyms  money,  to  be  payit  furth  of  the  reddiest  of  the  impost 
grauntit  for  defraying  of  the  ministers  stipend  at  thair  said  staiple  port 
of  Campheir. 
Commissione  5.  [Referring  to  the  commission  given  to  John  Hay  on  16th  July  last] 

ay,  tornway.  ^j^^  ^^  Maister  Johnne,  now  returning,  producit  ane  missive  lettere 
direct  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorabill  privie  counsall, 
willing  theme  to  dischairge  the  lordis  of  exchekquer  irome  passing  of  the 
said  signature  grauntit  to  the  said  Erie  of  Seaforth,  and  requiring  the 
saids  borrowis  by  thair  commissioner  and  the  said  Erie  to  repair  to  his 
Maiestie  vpone  the  first  day  of  Marche  nixt  for  decyiding  of  the  said 
questioun  betuixt  theme,  as  the  said  lettre  in  it  selff  at  mair  lenth 
proportis  ;  and  the  saids  commissioneris  considdering  the  grit  importance 
of  that  mater,  and  how  far  it  does  and  may  conceme  both  thair  utter 
mine  and  perpetuall  floorischeing,   thairfore  they  haue  thocht  guid  by 
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tliair  commissioner  to   acquaint   his   Maiestie   how  far    the   same   does  Edinburgh. 
conceme  thair  estait  in  particular  and  this  whole  kingdome,  and  to  this  lead^^**^ 
effect  hes  nominatted,  elected,  and  chosen  the  said  maister  Johnne  Hay,  commiasione" 
lyik  as  be  thir  presentis  electes,  nominattis,  and  cheissis  the  said  maister  Hay,Stomway. 
Johnne  commissioner  for  theme  and  the  haill  remanent  borrowis  of  this 
realme  to  pas  to  his  Maiestie  in  the  said  mater,  and  to  lay  open   thair 
infinit  losse  giff  the   said  patent   sail    aniewayes   tak    effect,    and   for 
dealling  with  his  Maiestie  for  ane  absolute  dischairge  thairof  and  prohibi- 
tioun  to  the  said  Erie  for  inbringing  of  anie  straingers  or  suffering  anie 
straingeris  to  resort  in   the  saids  plaices,  conforme  to  the  lawes  of  this 
cuntrey,  quhairby  the  natives  of  this  land  may  injoy  the  sole  and  onlie 
benefeit  of  that  opulent  trade  of  fischeing  (which  Gkxi  and  nature  hes 
vouchsaffed  vpon  them,)  geivand,  grantand  and  committand  to  the  said 
maister  Johnne  thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  for  theme  and  in  thair 
names  to  deale  with  his  Maiestie   in  the  saids  maters  and  for  obtening 
the  whole  fisching  to  be  devolued  in  thair  handis,  with  powar  to  him  to 
Yse  all  meanes  for  effectuatting  of  thair  said  desyre  and  for  debarring  of 
straingers  irome  participatting  thairof  in  anie  tyme  cuming,  conforme  to 
the  instructiounes  and  iniunctiounes  to  be  givin  to  him  theranent. 

[The  commissioners  also  gave  power  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with 
the  present  commissioners  of  Stirling  and  Linlithgow,  to  set  down  such 
instructions  to  their  representative  in  the  several  matters  committed  to 
him  as  they  should  think  expedient,  and  ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
to  pay  such  sums  of  money  as  might  be  required,  the  burghs  being  bound 
to  repay  the  same  with  interest] 

6.  Anent  the  3rd  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  on  1 6th  July  last,  Edinbui^h, 
Johmie  Hay  appeared  and  stated  "  he  had  obtenit  of  his  Majestie  ane  lettere  to  8tapell,mi88iye. 
his   Excellence    thereanent    quhilk    he    presentlie   delyverit/*      The   commis- 
sioners ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  forward  the  letter  and  to  prose- 
cute  the  matter  fjeirther   in   terms   of  the  remit   contained  in  the  act  above 
mentioned. 

7.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Coupar  in  £20  for  being  absent  Coupar  un- 
from  this  convention.  ^y^»  nuadv^ 
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Jedburgh. 
6  July  1630. 

Commis- 
sionors. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Jedburgh. 

Edinburgh,    Johnne    Sinclair,    Laurence    Cokbume ;    Perth,    Andro 
Gray ;  Dundye,  Johnne  Bamsay ;  Abirdein,  Andro  Meldrum ;    Stirling, 
Johnne  Cowane ;    Lynlithgow,    Williame   Bell ;    Sanctandroes,  Williame 
Geddie ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame ;  Aire,  Williame  Cuninghame 
Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokburne;  Dysart,  Maister  Dauid  King 
home  ;  Kirkcaldye,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Montrois,  Patrik  Lichtoun 
Coupar,  Dauid  Jamesoun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Andro  Walker ;  Dum&eiS; 
Johnne  Irrwing ;    Bruntyland,   Williame   Meiklejohnne ;    Innerkeithing, 
Harie   Kinglassie;    Kinghome,   Maister   Bobert  Cuninghame;    Irrwing 
Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun,  Johnne  Penman 
Kirkcudbricht,   Johnne  Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  Thomas  Makgie ;  Dumferme 
ling,  Patrik  Coupar  ;  Selkirk,  Williame  EUott ;  Dumber,  George  Purves 
Lanerick,  Gedione  Jack ;  Elgyne,  Maister  Johnne  Hay ;  Peibles,  James 
Williamesoun ;    Craill,   Patrik   Huntar ;    Culros,   Maister  Eduard  Blair 
Whithorne,  Hew  Wallace ;  Bothesay,  Mathow  Spens ;  Forres,  Williame 
Kinnaird  ;  Sanquhare,  Hew  Dick ;  Innemes,  be  exemptioun  and  ratifica- 
tioun  producit  be  agent ;  Brichen,  •  [the  same]  be  Munros ;  Dumbartane 
and    Bamfrew,  [the   same]   be    Glasgow ;    Abirbrothok,   [the   same]    be 
Dundye ;   Thayne,   [the   same]  be  agent ;  Northberuick,  [the  same]  be 
Haddingtoun ;   Kilranie,  [the  same]  be  Anstruther  Eister ;  Annand,  [the 
same]  be  Dumfreis;  Anstruther  Wester,  ratificatioun  producit  be  Anstruther 
Eister  ;  Forfar,  [the  same]  be  Dundye ;  Naime,  [the  same]  be  agent  ; 
Butherglen,    [the   same]   be   Glasgow ;    Culane,    [the   same]  be  agent ; 
Lauder,  [the  same]  be  Alexander  Wilkesoun ;  Pettinweyme,  Bamfif  and 
Lockmavin  {blank). 


Citatioun. 
Moderator. 

Hours  of 
melting. 


SIX. 


6  July  1630. 

1 .  The  commissioners  of  Jedburgh  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

2.  Alexander  Kirktoun,  first  in  commission  for  Jedburgh,  elected  moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve  and  from  two  till 
Regulations  as  to  attendance  and  voting  same  as  at  last  general  convention. 
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4.  The  commissioners,  as  of  before,  ordained  each  burgh  to  produce  to  next  Jedburgh. 
general  convention  "  mair  exact  diligence  in  restrayning  thair  outland  burgessis,  ^  ^^^  ^^^' 
forestalleris,  regraitteris,  sailleris  without  ticketts,  and  vnfriemen  vsurping  thair  Outland  bur- 
liberties  "  *^®*^^i  ''''^"®" 
uoenies.       ^                                                                                 ^                          ^  men^  for^. 

5.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  put  the  acts  to  execution  for  reforming  of  the  stallers,  mis- 
abuses  mentioned  in  the  8th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  appointed  the  ^^.'        ... 
matter  to  be  remembered  in  the  missives  till  further  reformation  is  effected.  weght,  missive. 

6.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  to  report  to  next  particular  convention  Dumfreis,  un- 

the  fulfilment  of  the  5th  act  of  last  general  convention.  ^!j!!!^^®"* 

o  missivo. 

7.  The  commissioners  found  that  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  had  conformed  to  wi^un, 
the  acts  in  the  election  of  the  magistrates  at  Michaelmas  last.  magistrats. 

8.  The  burgh  of  Bamff  having  failed  to  produce  the  form  of  their  election  Bamff  unlayed, 
and  a  rental,  as  required  by  the  1 4th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commis-  ^J^non  cood 
sioners  unlawed  the  burgh  in  £20,  and  ordained  the  same  to  be  produced  at  next  missive, 
general  convention. 

7  July  1630. 

9.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convenit  anent  the  hurt  Factors  in 
sustenit  be  the  whole  tredders  to  Fraunce  in  defalt  of  the  factouris  thair,  give.^'  ™** 
who  not  contenting  theme  selffes  with  thair  office  of  factorie  does  buy  to 
thair  awin  vse  all  kynd  of  merchandice  to  the  defraud  of  the  haill  mer- 
chandis,  and  at  the  fitting  of  thair  comptes  makkis  sutch  rebaittes  as  they 
pleis  and  makkis  payment  in  sutch  spaices  of  coyne  as  they  think  good, 
at  lenth  mentionat  in  former  actes  maid  theranent,  with  the  which  abussis 
and  sindrie  vtheris  committit  be  the  saids  factouris,  the  saids  commis- 
sioneris being  advysit,  and  considdering  of  the  best  remedies  thairof,  they 
haue  thocht  fitt  and  expedient  and  statut  and  ordanit  that  all  factouris 
to  be  plaiced  in  Fraunce  salbe  dischairged  and  be  thir  presentis  dischairges 
theme  of  all  buyeing  of  anie  commodities  cuming  frome  this  cuntrey  to 
thair  awin  behoofe,  and  that  they  mak  no  rebaittes  as  in  tyme  bypast 
at  thair  pleasoure  bot  sutch  as  they  salbe  compellit  to  doe  in  defalt  of  the 
merchand,  and  that  they  mak  thankfuU  payment  to  thair  merchandis  in 
the  best  spaices  they  can  and  sail  vndergoe  the  haesert  in  the  sell  of 
thair  guides ;  for  eflGectuatting  quhairof  the  saids  borrowis  hes  thocht  fitt 
and  expedient  that  none  residenters  in  Fraunce  be  imployed  to  be  factours 
ather  in  thair  office  of  factorie  or  advyse  or  vtherwayes  bot  sutch  as  the 
commissioneris  of  borrows  sail  appoint  and  sail  haive  warrand  frome  theme 
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Jedburgh.       for  exercing  the  said  office,  as  lyikwayes  that  none  salbe  admitted  to  the 

: — '—  said  plaice  bot  sutche  as  ar  vnmariet  and  ar  abill  and  will  find  cautioun 

France,  miB-     for  thair  intromissioun  and  making  of  iust  compt,  reckning,  and  payment 
**  ^®'  to  thair  merchandis  that  imployes  theme  and  thankfuU  dischairge  of  thair 

office  and  vndergoeing  of  the  former  conditiounes,  and  all  vtheris  to  be 
prescryvit  to  theme  be  the  commissioneris  of  the  borrowis  in  thair  generall 
or  particular  conventiounes,  and  will  ansuer  to  theme  vpone  laufuU  aduer- 
tisement  of  quhat  they  will  lay  to  thair  chairge ;  and  becaus  this  cannot 
tak  present  effect,  thairfore  they  ordaine  the  same  to  begin  at  Michaelmes 
j™  vj®  threttie  ane  yeires,  and  that  ilk  commissioner  intimat  to  thair 
burghis  at  thair  home  cuming  the  restraint  estaiblisched  in  favoures  of  the 
saids  factouris  to  be  appointed  be  the  saids  commissioneris  that  none  of 
thair  inhabitantis  efber  the  said  day  imploy  anie  vther  vnder  sutch  paines 
as  the  borrowis  sail  appoint,  as  lyikwayes  that  they  trye  out  amangs  theme 
sutch  as  will  vndergoe  the  said  office  of  factorie  in  the  saidis  pairtis  vpone 
the  provisiounes  and  conditiounes  foresaid  and  present  theme  to  the  com- 
missioneris to  be  convenit  at  thair  nixt  generall  conventioun,  and  ilk 
burgh  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun 
of  borrowis. 
Jedburgh,  10.  Anent  the  fyftein  act  of  the  last  general  conventioun,  compeirit 

^^^**'  Alexander  Kirktoun,  proveist,  commissioner  of  the  said  burgh,  and  pro- 
ag:ent,  miasiye.  ducit  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  and  counsall  at 
Michaelmas  last,  whairwith  the  saidis  commissioneris  beand  advysit  they 
dispense  for  the  present  with  the  informalities  thairof  and  ordanis  the 
said  burgh  at  Michaelmes  nixt  to  conforme  theme  selffis  in  the  electioun 
of  thair  magistrattis  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  borrowis,  vnder  the 
paine  of  tua  hundreth  pundis,  and  to  vse  all  thair  meanes  for  obviatting 
quhat  may  intervein  for  staying  of  theme  thairin  and  for  debarring  anie 
vther  to  haue  plaice  ather  in  leittes  or  electioun  bot  thair  counsall  new 
and  auld  allanerlie,  as  the  vse  of  vther  burghis  is ;  as  lyikwayes  ordanis 
thair  counsall  to  consist  of  the  nomber  of  tuentie  ane  persounes,  quhairof 
sevin  present  office  men,  sevin  auld  office,  four  merchandis,  and  thrie 
deykinis  of  craftis,  and  at  ther  electioun  of  thair  magistrattis  that  thair 
be  addit  to  the  said  counsall  the  four  merchandis  and  thrie  deacones  that 
was  vpone  the  counsall  the  yeir  preceiding ;  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  be 
present  at  thair  nixt  electioun  to  sie  the  premissis  put  to  executioun,  and 
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the  said  burgh  to  produce  the  forme  of  the  electioun  of  thair  magis-  Jedburoh. 
trattis  and  couDsall  at  Michaelmes  nixt  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  — ^ '— 

,  .  Jedburi^hf 

DOrrOWlS.  magistrata, 

ooimsell, 
11.  For  obedience  of  the  1 7  th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  •««Qt,  miniye. 
of  Perth  produced  two  acts  of  their  guild  court  finding  sureties  for  two  of  their  men  idMire 
non-resident  burgesses  not  usurping  the  liberties  of  free  burghil.     The  commis- 
sioners, understanding  that  the  two  unfreemen  have  not  jet  desisted,  ordained 
the  burgh  of  Perth  to  take  farther  proceedings  against  them. 

1 2.  The  saidis  commissioneris,   vnderstanding  of  the  gritt  dainger  Monopolies, 
sustenit  be  the  whole  kingdome  in  the  mater  of  the  monopolies,  and  in  ticuiar  con- 
speciall  of  ane  patent  of  the  perle  purchased  be  Robert  Buchan,  they  ^ve^^^"*'  ^""^ 
remitt  the  same  and  the  obviatting  of  all  farder  to  the  conventioun  to  be 
appointed  at  Edinburgh  before  the  conventioun  of  estaittes,  and  ordanis 

the  commissioneris  then  to  be  convenit  to  insist  for  recalling  of  the  said 
patent  and  obviatting  of  all  vther,  to  whome  they  give  thair  full  powar 
and  commissioun  to  doe  therin  as  they  sail  think  maist  meitt  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  Weill  of  the  borrowis  and  staying  of  all  granting  of  mono- 
polies in  tyme  cuming,  and  the  saidis  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

13.  Referring  to  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  Dysart,  Touch, 
ordained  the  burgh  of  Dysart  to  produce  to    next  particular  convention  their  ""■■*^®* 
diligence  in  charging  William  Touch  to  desist  from  usurping  the  liberties  of  free 

royal  buighs. 

14.  Anent  the  mater  of  the  fisching  and  diuerse  and  sindrie  actes  maid  Fwching. 
theranent,  all  mentioned  in  the  27  act  of  the  last  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis,  the  commissioners   recommends  the   executioun   of  the    saidis 

actes  anent  the  fisching  and  loyell  pakking  and  forme  of  barrell  prescry  vit, 
and  provisioun  for  the  fisching,  and  all  vther  actes  maid  theranent,  to  the 
magistrattis  of  the  burghs  quhome  the  same  does  conceme,  and  ordanis 
ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  the  same  of  new  againe  to  thair 
burgh  at  thair  homecuming  that  guid  ordour  mak  be  keipit  in  the 
fisching. 

15.  For  obedience  of  the  28th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  Inerkitbin^, 
of  Innerkeithing  produced  the  form  of  election  at  Michaelmas  last  which  being  m*«i«trau. 
considered  the  commissioners  was  accepted  for  diligence. 

2  R 
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Jedburgh. 
7  July  1680. 

Commissione, 
stapellf  Cam- 
pheir,  con- 
seirator,  mia- 
nye. 


16.   Anent  the  mater  of  the  chainge  of  the  staiple  mentioned  in  the 
25  act  of  the  last  general!  conventioun  of  borrowis  haldin  at  the  burgh  of 
Culros  the  aucht  day  of  Julij  last,  compeirit  the  commissioners  of  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  reported  how  far  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  in 
thair  particular  conventiounes  had  proceidit,  and  how  at  thair  desyre  they 
had  sent  over  to  the  conservatour  the  lettre  purchased  be  maister  Johnne 
Hay  theranent,  as  lyikwayes  compeirit  Dauid  Peibles  and  producit  ane 
letter  frome  the  said  conseruatour  declairing  how  far  he  had  proceidit  both 
with  his  Excellence  as  also  with  the  magistrattis  of  the  said  toun  ;  with 
which  reportis  the  present  commissioners  being  advysit,  and  finding  that 
notwithstanding  of  quhat  hes  bein  lawbourit  for  obteining  of  better  con- 
ditiounes  from  the  said  toun  more  then  they  presentlie  injoy,  and  for 
mooving  of  theme  to  haue  keipit  the  contract  past  betuixt  the  borrowis 
and  theme,  yit  they  haue  maid  bot  small  advantage  of  all,  to  the  gritt  hurt 
of  the  whole  tredders  in  these  plaices,  thairfore  they  haue  thocht  guid 
that  the  said  toun  sail  yit  be  requyrit  for  granting  of  new  conditiounes 
and  more  sure  warrandis  for  keiping  of  quhat  they  promeis,  and  if  that 
they  sail  think  the  remanyning  of  this  natioun  with  theme  to  be  necessar 
for  the  guid  of  thair  toun  that  they  vald  direct  soume  of  thair  nomber  to 
this   cuntrey  authorized    with   full   powar    and   commissioun  frome   his 
Excellence,  estaittes,  and  theme   selffis,  for  agrieing  with  sutch  as   the 
borrowis  sail  appoint  for  theme,  vpone  adverteisement   to  be  maid   be 
theme  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  quhome  in  that  caice  they  ordaine  to 
convein  the  burghis   of  Edinburgh,  Perth,    Dundye,  Abirdein,    Stirling, 
Lynlithgow,   Sanct  Androes,   Glasgow,   Haddingtoun,   Aire,    Bruntyland, 
Kirkcaldie,  Munros,  Dysart,  and  Dumfreis  for  treatting  with  the  commis- 
sioneris  of  the  said  toun,  and  to  quhome  the  present  commissioneris  gives 
thair  full  powar  and  commissioun  to  doe  quhatsumeuir  they  sail  think 
best   expedient  for  the  weill  of  the  borrowis  and  merchand  tredders  in 
these  plaices,   and  ordanis  thair  generall  clerk  in  thair  names  to  wryte 
ane  letter  to   this  effect  to  the   said   toun   and  to  subscryve  the  same, 
wheranent  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand  ;  as  lyikwayes  to  writt  to  the 
conservatour  for  dealling  with  the  said  toun  and  reporting  of  thair  ansuer 
heiranent ;  and  ordanis  the  saids  borrowis  to  report  thair  diligence  heir- 
anent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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1 7.   Anent   the    threttie-ane    act  of    the    last  generall  conventioun  J«dbdroh. 
....  the  saids  commissioners  ordanis  the  said  conservator  to  put  the 


said  act,  as  the  samin  is  conceaved,  to  executioun,  and  that  without  farder  factor*  booki. 
delay  he  convein  before  him  the  whole  remanent  factouris  that  hes  not  °*'*"^®- 
givin  obedience,  and  assigne  to  theme  the  feist  of  Michaelmes  nixt,  with 
certificatioun  to  sutch  as  does  not  present  thair  bookes  to  be  merkit 
conforme  to  the  tennour  of  the  said  act  instantlie,  in  ane  court  to  be 
haldin  immediatlie,  to  be  depryvit ;  and  siclyik  the  saids  commissioneris 
declaires  that  the  act  maid  of  before  anent  factoures  wyiffes  be  putt  to 
executioun  conforme  to  the  tennour  thairof,  and  becaus  they  vnderstand 
that  the  whole  factouris  hes  fund  cautioun  before  theme  for  obtemperatting 
the  tennouris  of  the  saids  actes,  thairfore  ordanis  the  conseruatour  to  renew 
the  intimatioun  of  the  same  to  theme,  and  sutch  as  will  not  within  tuo 
moneth  efter  the  intimatioun  fulfill  the  same  that  the  said  conseruatour 
depryve  theme  of  thair  office  of  factorie  and  of  all  benefeit  of  the  natioun, 
and  ordanis  ane  lettre  to  be  direet  in  thair  names  be  the  conseruatour 
heiranent,  and  thair  generall  clerk  to  subscryve  the  same,  and  the  said 
conseruatour  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun of  borrowis. 

1 8.  James  Weir  not  having  been  readmitted  to  his  office  of  factory    as  Conserrator, 
required  by  the  [32nd]  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  again  ^®"*- 
ordained  the  conservator  to  admit  him. 

1 9 .  [The  commissioner  of  Edinburgh  reported  the  proceedings  con-  Conservator, 
tained  in  the  5  th  and  6th  acts  of  the  particular  convention  held  at  Edinburgh  giv^**'  ""** 
on  l7th  July  last ;]  and  lyikwayes  being  surmysed  that  thair  wes  gritter 
deutyes  exactit  be  the  said  conservatour  nor  was  dew  vnto  him,  and  espe- 

ciallie  vpone  these  quho  cummes  over  at  thair  first  voyagis,  lyikwayes  for 
holding  of  courts,  thairfore  ordanis  ane  letter  to  be  written  to  him  in 
thair  names  schewing  that  notwithstanding  of  the  former  complaintis 
against  him,  and  that  he  is  desjnrous  of  augmentatioun,  yit  they  ar 
informit  that  he  exceids  his  warrand  in  the  vplifbing  of  his  dewes,  and 
thairfore  to  desyre  him  as  he  expectes  anie  benefeit  frome  theme  and  as 
they  find  him  verie  willing  in  all  vther  thair  imployments,  so  to  carye 
him  selff  that  none  haue  iust  cans  of  complent  against  him,  and  in  so 
doeing  he  may  build  vpone  thair  favour  and  guid  will,  and  ordanis  thair 
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Jedburgh.       orenerall  clerk   to  subsci-yve  the  samin  in  thair  names,    whairanent  thir 

'— !i^ '■—  presentis  salbe  his  warrand  ;  as  lyikwayes  ordanis  the  burghis  that  salbe 

.iewti«r,*mi8-'^'  appointed  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  before  the  conventioun  of  estaittes  to 

"^«-  tak  ane  view  of  the  conseruatour  his  dewties  and  mak  ane  taible  thairof 

to  be  direct  to  him  if  they  sail  think  it  requisite,  and  the  saidis  borrowis 

to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 

borrowis. 

Commiasione,  20.  The  commiRsioners  remitted  to  the  particular  convention  appointed  to 

thw  Tnernes    meet  at  Edinburgh  before  the  convention  of  estates  the  matters  referred  to  in 

leyetenandrie,  the  7  th,  16th,  and  18tb  acts  of  last  general  conventioun,  "as  lyikwayes  remittis 

miBsiv*.  ^  thair  consideratioun  the  mater  of  leveteinendrie  andjmtents  purchased  theranent, 

and  especiallie  that  of  the  Erie  of  Murrays  quhairby  the  toun  of  Innemes  hes  bein 

almost  ruinatted,  and  ordanis  theme  to  vse  all  meanes  for  redress  of  the  bygane 

hnrtis  and  obviatting  of  all  furder  inconvenients  that  may  occure  by  sutchlyik 

patents  and  commissiounes  in  tyme  cuming." 

8  July  1630. 

Factor8,mi8-  21.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  beand  conveynit,  forsameikle  as 

it  being  schewin  vnto  theme  the  grit  hurt  the  natioun  does  suffer  through 
occasioun  of  the  factoures  abroad  who  haiveing  thair  meanes  and  edu- 
catioun  frome  the  merchandis  of  this  cuntrey  yit  proves  so  vnthank- 
fuU  that  they  becum  altogidder  negligent  of  all  deutye  ather  to 
thair  native  cuntrey  or  merchandis  that  hes  imployed  theme,  and  by 
maryeing  with  straingeris  becumes  altogether  alienants  and  straingeris ; 
and  considdering  with  all  the  exemple  of  other  kingdomes  who  does 
onlie  imploy  thair  awin  youth  abroade,  quhairby  manie  of  theme 
becummes  abill  and  qualifiet  for  vndergoeing  of  seruices  for  thair 
cuntrey  and  becummes  steidable  memberis  of  thair  awin  commoun 
welth,  thairfore  they  haue  thocht  guid  that  the  borrowis  tak  to  thair 
consideratiounes  sutch  lyik  overtoures  as  may  best  tend  for  the  weill 
of  thair  awin  youth,  and  in  speciall  that  none  be  heirefter  imployed 
at  thair  staiple  port  of  Campheir  or  els  quhair  bot  thair  awin  youth, 
and  that  sutch  of  theme  as  sail  heirefter  marie  that  in  that  caice 
thair  office  of  factorie  and  imployement  for  the  natioun  may  ezpyre ; 
and  ordanis  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  present  act  to  thair 


Bive. 
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burghis  at  thair  home  cuming,  and  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  for  sending  Jkixburor. 

tbair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed  to  the  nixt  generall  conven-  —— ^^*  - 

tioun  of  borrowis  for  setting  doun  sum  constant  law  and  ordour  heir-  nr^^  ^^^ 
anent. 

22.  Remitted  to  the  commLssioners  appointed  to  meet  on  23d  inst  the  ex-  Gommisnouo, 
amination  of  the  accoimts  of  the  minister's  stipend  at  Gampheir.  comou!!  mU- 

23.  James  Eleis  bound  himself  an  surety  for  James  Eleis,  &ctor  in  Gampheir,  utv. 

hia  former  cautioner  being  deceased.  Kleis,  factor, 

24.  Ordained   the  conservator  to  require  Thomas  Cunninghame,  fiictor  in  conserotco' 
Gampheir,  to  find  a  new  cautioner  in  room  of  his  previous  one,  deceased.  CunninghAms, 

25.  The  commissioners  decerned  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundye,  °**«*^ 
Djsart,  Montrose,  Air,  and  Bruntyland  to  make  payment  to  George  Suittie  of  s^^^  j^i^. 
certain  ''  soumes  restan  awand  be  thair  nichtboures ''  for  the  impost  granted  to  burgh»  etc 
him. 

26.  The  commissioners  ratified  and  approved  the  proceedings  of  the  particular  Ratiftoationo 

convention  in  January  last,  containing  the  appointment  of  William  Spang  as  Spang, 

•   •_.        0.  i^        1.  *  nuniitM*,  Cain* 

minister  at  Gampheir.  ph^r. 

27.  The    commissioners   appointed   James    EUeis,    &ctor,    collector   of  the  £)«{«  Buniet 
minister's  stipend  at  Gampheir  till  August  next,  and  Johnne  Burnett,  &ctor,  to  oolleoton, 
be  collector  from  Ist  August  next  till  Ist  August  1631.  mi^S^^"^' 

28.  Gontinued  till  next  particular  convention  the  uplifting  of  the  unlaws  p^^  ^^ 
incurred  by  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dysart,  and  Goupar  for  being  absent  from  oon-  unlaws, 
ventions. 

29.  Granted  to  the  burgh  of  Haddington  600  merks  for  help  to  the  repair  Hadingtoim, 

of  their  decayed  harbour  of  Aberlady.  vjj  nierks, 

missive. 

34*.   It  being  regraittit  be  ane  gritt  nomber  of  the  borrowis  that  thair  commissiono, 
nichtbouris    haiffing  to  doe  with  the  directour  of  the  chancellarie  for  't^^'Ji 
raesing  of  breiflfes,  they  could  obteyne  nane  frome  him  without  cautioun  missive, 
for  retouring  of  the  samin  bak  againe  to  the  said  chancellarie,  quhairby 
they  wer  heavilie  hurt  and  preiudgit,  thairfore  thai  ordaine  the  burghis 
appointit  to  meitt  at  Edinburgh  before  the  conventioun  of  estaittes  ensewing 
to  regraitt  the  same  to  the  said  estaittes  and  to  vse  all  meanes  for  obtein- 
ing  ordour  of  the  said  wrong  and  recalling  of  the  patent  grauntit  to  Sir 
Johnne  Scott  for  dischairging  of  passing  of  infeftments  within  burgh  be 
hesp  and  staiple  as  vse  hes  bein  in  former  tymes,  and  the  saidis  borrowis 
to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
borrowis. 

*  A  leaf  of  the  record  containing  acts  30,  31,  32,  and  33  is  wanting. 
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Jkdburoh. 
8  July  1680. 

SeUdrk,  re- 
commenda- 
tione,  £diii- 
buivl^ 


Minister  at 
Campheir. 


Exemptionis, 

Whithome, 

etc. 


35.  Forsameikle  as  it  being  regraittit  be  the  burgh  of  Selkirk  of  the 
wronges  susteynit  be  theme  be  thair  nichtboures  in  preissing  to  impare 
theme  of  thair  liberties  and  priueleges  and  commoun  landis,  quhairby  they 
ar  compellit  to  intend  sindrie  actiounes  of  law  against  thair  saidis  nicht- 
bouris  for  maintenance  of  thair  richtis,  liberties,  and  landis  foresaid,  thair- 
fore  the  present  commissioneris  recommends  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  to 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  eamestlie  intreattmg  theme  to  give  thair  best 
advyse,  assistance,  and  concurrance  to  the  said  burgh  in  prosecutioun  of 
thair  saids  actiounes. 

36.  Granted  to  William  Spang,  minister  at  the  port  of  Campheir,  "  for  his 
farder  help  and  supplie  of  his  cbairges  in  transporting  him  to  the  said  toun,  the 
soume  of  tbrettie  pundis  Fleyms  money." 

37.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Qubithome,  Forres,  Rothesay,  Inner- 
keithing,  and  Sanquhar  to  abide  &x)m  all  general  conventions  for  the  space  of 
three  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 


Commiflsioney 

Stornuay, 

missive. 


9  July  1630. 

38.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  convey  nit  anent  the  rnater 
of  Stomway  and  improving  of  the  fisching  in  the  YUes,  mentionat  in  the 
seuerall  heidea  of  the  missiwe,  and  anent  the  missiwe  letter  direct  to  ane 
grit  nomber  of  the  borrowis  frome  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  desyiring 
theme  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed  for  concluding 
of  that  mater  and  for  vndertaking  of  the  said  plantatioun  and  improoving 
of  the  said  fisching,  with  ane  particular  report  of  quhat  nomber  of  thair 
nichtbouris  vald  vndergoe  the  same  and  quhat  soumes  of  money  they  vald 
adventure  thairto,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  missiwe  of  the 
dait  at  Edinburgh  the  fyft  day  of  Junij  last,  the  present  commissioneris 
considdering  how  far  the  said  mater  does  not  only  import  thair  estait  bot 
the  whole  kingdome ;  and  vnderstanding  be  ane  letter  direct  frome 
maister  Johnne  Hay,  thair  commissioner,  that  his  Maiestie  had  cancellit 
the  signature  grauntit  to  the  Erie  of  Seafort  of  erecting  of  the  said  burgh 
in  ane  frie  burgh  royall  and  for  inbringing  of  straingeris,  and  that  the 
borrowis  ar  licklie  to  obteyne  the  said  fischeing  devolued  into  thair  handis, 
and  thairfore  it  is  necessar  that  sum  conclusioun  be  taikin  thairin,  thair- 
fore  they  haue  ordanit  and  be  thir  presentis  ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edin- 
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burgh,   Perth,    Dundye,    Abirdein,    Stirling,   Linlithgow,   Sanct  Androes,  Jedburgh. 
Glasgow,  Aire,  Haddingtoun,  Munros,  Dumfreis,  Bruntyland,  Kirkcaldye,      "^ 


Kinghome,  Dysart,  Irwing,  Craill,  and  Anstruther  Eister,  with  sutch  vther  stomuay,  * 
of  the  borrowis  as  salhappin  to  be  at  Edinburgh  befor  the  conventioun  of  "^*^^®* 
estaitis  appointed  to  be  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  tuentie  aucht 
of  this  instant,  to  meitt  and  con  vein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the 
23  of  Julij  instant  with  continuatioun  of  dayes,  and  thair  to  treat,  reasoun, 
vott,  and  conclud  anent  all  sutch  thinges  as  may  be  incident  in  the  saidis 
materis,  and  to  lay  doun  sutch  conclusiouns  as  they  sail  think  best  for 
making  some  beginning  in  the  saidis  maters.  .  .  .  And  farder  for  the 
better  furtherance  of  the  saids  materis  they  ordaine  the  commissioneris 
present,  with  all  possible  diligence,  to  trye  quhat  nomber  of  thair  nicht- 
bouris  will  adventure  vpone  the  said  plantatioun  and  fisching,  and  quhat 
soumes  of  money  they  will  imploy  thairvpone,  and  to  report  the  samin 
to  the  said  particular  conventioun. 

39.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  conveynit,  forsameikle  as  they  Commiasione, 
vnderstanding  be  the  lettre  fra  maister  Johnne  Hay,  thair  commissioner,  to  vSli^o?^"' 
this  present  conventioun,  that  thair  is  manie  particularis  to  be  handlit  and  08tait«»™i«M^«- 
concludit  at  this  present  ensewing  conventioun  of  estaittes  importing  the 
publict  of  this  kingdome,  thairfore  the  saidis  commissioneris  of  borrowis 
ordanis  the  ha  ill  commissioneris  present  to  convein  at  the  said  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  the  tuentie  thrid  of  this  instant,  and  thair  to  stay  till  the  dis- 
solving of  the  said   conventioun,  and  to  assist  with  thair  presens  and 
advyse  in  all  thinges  that  sail  occure,  vnder  the  payne  of  tuentie  pundis 
ilk  burgh,  and  lyikwayes  ordanis  sutch  burghis  as  ar  not  writtin  vnto  that 
with  all  diligence  they  procure  ane  commissioun  frome  thair  burghis  for 
meitting  and  conveining  with  the  remanent  of  the   estaittes  at  the  said 
conventioun,  and  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

40.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Pettinweyme  and  Anstruther  Pittinweyme, 
Wester  in  £20  each  for  being  absent  from  this  convention.  W^ter^^iS- 

layes,  miasive. 

41.   The    commissioneris    of    borrowis,    vnderstanding    that    diuers  Agent,  rigna- 
signatures  does  pas  to  the  preiudice  of  the  borrowis,  quhairvnto  if  tymeous  **^""' 
oppositioun  wer  maid  the  same  nicht  be  stayit  and  gritt  chairgis  saivit, 
for  remeid  quhairof  the  saids  commissioneris  ordams  the  agent  to  deale 
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9^7^630.     ^^^^  ^^  keipperis  of  the  signett  for  schawing  vnto  him  sutch  signatures 

Agent,  signa-    ^  concemes  the  erectioun   of  anie  burghis  or  aide  wayis  may  conceme 

turee.  \^q  borrowis,  to  the  end  that  he  may  maniefest  the  same  to  the  toun  of 

Edinburgh  that  they  in  thair  names  may  mak  oppositioun  in  tyme,  and 

ordanis  the  said  agent  to  give  vnto  the  keiperis  of  the  said  signett  the 

soume  of  (blank),  and  if  the  mater  sail  conceme  the  burghis  in  generall 

ordanis  the  same  to  be  allowit  to  him  in  his  general  comptes,  and  if  anie 

burgh  in  particular  the  same  salbe  refoundit  to  him  vpone  the  particular 

expenssis  of  the  said  particular  burgh. 

Impost,  mini-  42.   The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  finding  it  necessar  for  the  better 

pheir,  Bi^et,  ingathering  of  the  impost  that  ane  taible  be  maid  contening  the  particu- 

oonservator,      ]jy^  ^f  ^.j^q  gg^jj  impost  and  Send  over  to  the  collectours  thairof,  and  to 

missive.  ...  .      .  . 

this  effect  haiffing  revisite  the  same  as  it  is  sett  doun  in  the  seuerall 
actes  of  the  generall  and  particular  conventiounes  maid  of  before,  they 
find  the  same  to  be  in  maner  following,  viz.,  nyne  stuires  to  be  payit  be 
the  merchand  of  everie  seek  of  guides  pertening  to  him  or  be  his  factour 
in  his  name,  and  thrie  stuires  be  the  skipper  and  awneris  of  the  ship  of 
everie  seek  arryvand  at  the  said  staiple  ;  item,  of  everie  merchand  that  sould 
happin  to  arry  ve  thair  not  having  ane  seek  of  staiple  guides,  threttie  stuires 
ilk  voyage ;  item,  of  ilk  hundreth  coalles  arryving  thair,  nyne  stuires  ;  item, 
of  euerie  ship  laidnit  with  comis,  sex  guidlings,  quhairof  four  to  be  payit 
be  the  merchand  and  tua  be  the  skipper ;  item,  of  euerie  ship  arryvand 
within  the  He  albeit  frauchtit  be  ane  stranger  and  cuming  from  forraine 
pairtes,  ten  schillings  gritt ;  item,  of  euerie  seek  of  guides  that  ane  fsu^our 
sould  happin  to  ressaive,  ane  schilling  gritt  Fleymes  money  ;  item,  of  ewrie 
seek  of  guides  arryving  at  the  said  port  quhairvnto  thair  is  no  £Gu;tour 
imployit,  ane  schilling  gritt  money  foresaid  to  be  payit  be  the  merchand 
by  and  attour  his  deues  ;  as  is  at  mair  lenth  contenit  in  the  severall  actes 
maid  at  Edinburgh  the  25  of  Julij  1612  and  at  Dumbar  the  8  of  Julij 
1613;  and  thairfore  the  saides  commissioneris  ordanis  the  said  impost 
to  be  collectit  in  maner  abonewrittin  and  to  begin  at  Lambes  nixt, 
and  ordanis  the  conservatour  to  sie  the  same  putt  to  executioun. 
Bamff  unlawit.         43,  Xbe  commissioners  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Bamff  in  £20  for  not  sending 

their  part  of  the  sums  contained  in  the  missive. 
Disohairge,  44.  The  commissioners  of  Edinburgh  and  the  agent,  respectively,  granted  the 

^n^^mi^vA  receipt  from  the  burghs  (except  Bamff)  of  the  sums  of  money  due  to  them  men- 
tioned  m  the  missive.  « 
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45.  The  commissioners  dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  "^^^^^ 

next  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Dysart,  beginning  on  5th  July  1631.  — liZ '- — 

Nixt  oonven- 
tione. 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinburoh. 

23  July  1680. 

Edinburgh,  Alexander  Clerk,  James  Guthrie  ;  Perth,  Andre  Gray ;  Commis- 
Dundye,  Thomas  Halybumetoun  ;  Abirdein,  Paull  Meinzeis  ;  Lynlith-  '^°^*"- 
gow,  William  Bell ;  Stirling,  Thomas  Bruce ;  Sanctandroes,  James 
Watsoun  ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame  ;  Aire,  James  Blair  ;  Hadding- 
toun,  Maister  James  Cokbume ;  Dysart,  Maister  Dauid  Kinghome ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Muntrois,  Patrik  lichtoun  ;  Coupar, 
Dauid  Anderson  e ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Thomas  Mertoun  ;  Dumfreis, 
Johnne  Irrwing ;  Bruntyland,  William  Meiklejohnne ;  Innerkeithing, 
Harie  Kinglassie  ;  Kinghorne,  Patrik  Wallace  ;  Irwing,  James  Scott ; 
Jedburgh,  Alexander  Kirktoun ;  Kirkcudbright,  Williame  Makilwraith  ; 
Wigtoun,  (blank) ;  Dumfermeling,  Patrik  Coupar  ;  Anstruther  Wester, 
Robert  Bichardsoun  ;  Selkirk,  Maister  Johnne  Ker  ;  Dumbartane,  Johne 
Sempell ;  Craill,  Johnne  Mackesoun ;  Culros,  Maister  Eduard  Blair ; 
Pibles,  James  Williamesone  ;  Pitinweyme,  George  Kingyow ;  Dumbar, 
George  Purves  ;  Lainrick,  Jedeon  Jack. 

23  July  1630. 
1.  Alexander  Clerk,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.     Moderator. 

9  August  1630. 

2.  The  agent\s   accounts  having   been  examined,   his  disbursements,   with  Agent,  compts 
interest  thereon,  were  found   to  extend   to  800  merks,  and  the   burghs  were  ™"**^®' 
ordained  to  pay  that  sum  conform  to  the  tax  roll 

3.  Anent  the  committe  appointed  be   the  generall   conventioun   of  CommiMione, 
estaittes  to  treat  anent  the  fisching  and  articles  sent  doun  theranent  be  rou^ftsch- 
his   Maiestie,   the   commissioneris   ordanis   the   burgh   of  Edinburgh   to  "^fi^*  ""^sive. 
convein    the    burghis    of    Perth,    Dundye,   Abirdein,    Stirling,    Lynlith- 
gow,    Sanct   Androes,    Glasgow,   Aire,    Haddingtoun,    Muntros,   Dumbar, 

2  s 
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Edinburoh.     Bruntylaud,  Kirkcaldie,  DumbartaD,   Irrwing,  Dysart,  Anstruthers  Eister 
'  and  Wester,  Craill,  at  thair  said  burgh  the  tuentie  aucht  day  of  October 


Commissione, 
certain  biir- 
roues,  fisch- 
ing,  miflsive. 


nixt,  and  to  desyre  theme  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie 
instructed  anent  the  said  fisching  and  articles  foresaid,  and  for  gewing 
instructiounes  and  informatioun  theranent  to  these  appointed  for  the 
pairt  of  the  borrowis  vpone  the  said  committe,  and  to  keip  preceislie 
the  said  conventioun,  vnder  the  payne  of  xx  lib.  ilk  burgh  ;  as  lyikwayes, 
for  the  better  advancement  of  the  said  purpose,  ordanis  ane  copey  of  the 
articles  following  to  be  sent  to  cache  ane  of  the  saids  borrowis,  and  that 
they  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  and  resolued  theranent 
and  in  quhat  farder  they  sail  think  may  be  incident  therin. 

First,  If  any  associatioun  with  England  in  the  fisching  be  expedient. 

Ifi*  the  Inglish  obeying  the  lawis  of  the  cuntrey  may  be  suffered  to 
plant  in  anie  pairt  of  the  Illes. 

The  borrowis  vndertaking  the  fisching  if  it  be  expedient  that  the 
nobilitie  and  gentrie  salbe  admitted  to  stock  with  theme. 

And  if  they  salbe  admitted  how  far  thair  stock  salbe  adventurit  in 
exporting  and  importing  and  vpone  quhat  conditiounes  they  salbe  ad- 
mitted. 

Iff  they  salbe  refused,  if  the  borrowis  will  vndertak  it  alone,  and  if 
the  borrowis  condiscend  to  vndertak  it  in  quhat  maner,  if  as  they  vse  it 
presentlie  be  burgessis  at  thair  pleasoure,  or  in  ane  cumpanie. 

Iff  in  ane  cumpanie  if  all  vther  burgessis  salbe  debarred  bot  those 
of  the  cumpanie,  and  the  commodities  and  discommodities  that  may  arryse 
heirvpone. 

Iff  the  fisching  be  vndertaiking  be   ane   cumpanie  and  all  vtheris 
secludit,  what  they  will  stock,  and  heirin  to  advyse  how  manie  of  thair 
nichtbouris  will  adventure  and  quhat  soumes  of  moneys. 
And  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  meiting. 


Eleis  compta. 


10  August  1630. 

4.  The  commissioners  having  examined  the  accounts  of  James  Eleis,  collector 
of  the  dues  for  defraying  the  minister's  stipend  at  Campheir,  from  1st  September 
1629  to  10th  June  last,  they  found  the  chargA  to  extend  to  £126,  lOs.  6d.  gritt 
and  the  diAcharge  to  £154,  6b.  8d.  gritt,  leaving  due  to  the  collector  £28,  6s.  2d. 
gritt. 
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5.  Anent  the  abuses  in  making  of  the  plaiding  and  selling  of  yarn,  and  the  Edinburgh. 
matters  of  the  shipping  and  monopolies,  "  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  haif  JSoq^"^** 
ane  caire  of  the  saids  particulars  and  to  follow  furth  the  samin  for  the  weill  of  the 


I  .    »  Commissione, 

borrowis.  plaiding,  etc. 

6.   The  said   commissioners  of  borrowis,   considderinsf   that   Maister  Commiseione, 
Johnne  Hay,  late  commissioner  to  his  Maiestie  in  the  mater  of  Stomway  ings,'  fiscWng, 

■      • 

and  penall  statuttes  and  vther  maters  concerning  thair  estaitt,  had  maid  ""^^^®- 
report  to  theme  and  producit  ane  lettre  frome  his  Maiestie  direct  to  the 
chancellour,  president,  and  vtheris  of  his  counsall,  declairing  that  his 
Maistie  wes  gratiouslie  pleased  to  remitt  to  his  whole  subjectes  all  penall 
statuttes  remitted  be  bis  vmquhill  father  in  anie  parliament  preceiding, 
and  the  fynnes  of  Ihe  penall  statuttes  maid  in  anno  1621  ;  and  lyikwayes 
reported  that  his  Maiestie  was  gratiouslie  pleased  to  cancell  the  signature 
grantit  to  the  Erie  of  Seafort  for  erecting  the  burgh  of  Stomway  in  the 
Yle  of  the  Lewes  in  ane  burgh  of  royall  and  inbringing  of  straingers  ;  and 
considdering  that  notwithstanding  of  the  cancelling  of  the  said  signature 
aud  sindrie  decreittes  obtenit  against  the  said  Erie,  the  Fleymings  does 
still  remayne  in  the  said  Yle  of  the  Lewes  and  transportes  all  the  neces- 
sars  of  the  cuntrey,  to  the  gritt  hurt  thairof ;  and  with  all  considdering 
that  the  lordes  of  his  Maiesties  privie  counsall  hes  directed  certan 
commission eris  to  his  Maiestie  for  euerie  estaitt  to  treat  in  the  mater  of 
the  fisching  and  associatioun  proponit  be  his  Maiestie,  and  for  the  estaitt 
of  the  borrowis  hes  maid  choyse  of  maister  Johnne  Hay,  thairfore  the 
present  commissioneris  for  theme  selffes  and  in  name  of  the  haill 
remanent  borrowis  gevis  powar  and  commissioun  to  the  said  maister 
Johnne  for  d calling  with  his  Maiestie  for  obtening  the  saids  Fleymings 
removed  out  of  the  saids  pairts  and  the  fisching  devoluit  in  thair  handis, 
and  for  staying  of  the  associatioun  with  the  English  proponit,  and  staying 
of  anie  plantatioun  of  straingeris  within  anie  of  these  pairtis  of  this 
kingdome  wher  the  fisching  is  or  hes  bein,  and  with  all  to  deale  with  his 
Maiestie  for  causing  of  the  Fleymings  ether  to  forbeir  thair  said  fisching 
in  these  plaices  or  not  to  cum  neirer  to  the  schoire  of  anie  pairt  of  this 
kingdome  then  ane  land  kenning  of  the  said  schoire,  and  to  deale  with  his 
Maiestie  in  all  vther  thinges  concerning  the  weill  of  the  borrowis,  and  the 
said  maister  Johnne  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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Fo^Ai'^^st"'  ^'  U^^*^®<^  ^^®  bui-ghs  of  Lynlithgow,  Saiictandroes,  Mimtros,  Kinghome, 

1680.  Anstruther  Wester,  Craill,  Dumbar,  Lanerick  and  Peibles  in  £20  each  for  de- 

Linlithgoe,       parting  before  the  dissolving  of  this  convention. 

etc.,  uSayed,  g.  The  agent  produced  certain  discharges  for  payments  made  by  the  burghs 

Aflrant^oertain  ^^^  were  delivered  to  the  general  clerk. 

diaohaiiges. 


Edinburgh. 
29  October 
1630. 

Commission- 
ers. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Alexander  Clerk,  James  Guthrie ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundye,  Andrew  Dauidsoun ;  Aberdein,  Maister  Vedast  Lowsoun ;  Stir- 
ling, Johnne  Cowane ;  Lynlithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Sanctandroes,  James 
Watsoun ;  Glasgow,  Gabriell  Cuninghame ;  Aire,  George  Maissone ; 
Hadingtoun,  Maister  James  Cokbume  ;  Muntros,  Fatrik  Lichtoun  ;  Dam- 
bar,  George  Purves ;  Bnmtyland,  William  Meiklejohnne ;  Kirkcaldie, 
Johnne  Williamsone ;  Craill,  Johnne  Mackesoun ;  Dysart,  Alexander 
Simpsoun ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander ;  Anstruther  Wester, 
Robert  Richardsone ;  Pettinweyme,  George  Kingyow  ;  Dumbartane  and 
Irrwing,  (blank). 


Moderator. 


29  October  1630. 
1.  Alexander  Clerk  of  Stentoon,  provost  of  Edinburghy  dected  moderator. 


Cuninfrtuune, 
factor. 


Inalnictione, 
Hat,  (ierhing. 
ive. 


8  November  1630. 

3.  Conform  to  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Robert 
merchant,  Coupar,  bound  himself  as  cautioner  for  Thomas  Cuninghame, 
Campheir. 

13  November  1630. 

S.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  being  oonTeynit  and  haiving  diaos 
tymes  treatted  with  the  rest  of  the  estaittes  anent  the  mater  of  the  fiscfa- 
ing  and  associatioun  proponit  at  the  last  meitting  of  the  saids  estaittes^  and 
at  lenth  it  being  concludit  for  satiffieing  of  his  Maiestie  desyre,  confivme  to 
the  letter  direct  to  this  last  committe  anent  the  said  mater,  that  oom- 
missioners  sould  be  direct  to  treat  and  condud  in  the  said  fisdieing 
proponit  with  these  to  be  chosen  for  the  cuntrey  of  Enghnd,  Ijik  as 
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commissioners  ar  nominal  to  that  effect  and  maister  Johnne  Hay  nominat  Edinburgh. 
for  the  borrowis,  and  thairfore  the  present  commissioners  recommends  to  leso. 
the  said  maister  Johnne  his  cair  and  diligence  the  instructiounes  sett  instructione, 
doun  to  the  saids  commissioners  that  nothing  may  be  concludit  derogatorie  SSlm'^"^* 
to  the  same  or  that  may  preiudge  this  natioun  of  anie  libertie  they  pre- 
sentlie  injoy  in  England  or  Yreland,  and  that  in  no  tyme  heirefter  they 
be  debarrit  frome  these  liberties  quhairof  they  ar  in  present  vse  and 
possessioun ;  and  farder  anent  the  fisching  it  is  thocht  expedient  that  the 
said  maister  Johnne  sail  travaile  for  obteningthe  fischings  reseruit  appro- 
priat  to  the  borrowis,  and  to  this  effect  that  he  sail  give  way  to  the 
Englische  to  plant  in  the  Yle  of  the  Lewes  provyding  they  fisch  not  in 
the  reserved  watters  and  haif  no  magazins  nor  plantatiouns  in  anie  vther 
of  the  west  or  north  Illes  nor  benorth  Buchan  Nes  nor  Crumartie,  but 
preiudice  alwayes  of  the  borrowis   liberties  and   friedomes  for  planting 
lyikwayes  in  the  said  Yle  of  the  Lewes  and  vther  liberties  quhairvnto 
they  or  anie  of  theme  hes  richt,  but  that  it  may  be  laufuU  to  the  Inglish 
to  haue  magazins  in  anie  pairt  besouth  Buchan  Nes  except  the  toun  and 
herbarie  of  Abirdein  allanerlie. 

Item,  that  he  petitioun  his  Maiestie  in  name  of  the  borrowis  for 
remooving  of  the  Fleymings  furth  of  the  said  Yle  of  the  Lewes ;  as  lyik- 
wayes that  his  Maiestie  may  deale  with  the  estaittes  of  the  Low  Cuntreyes 
for  causing  thair  people  abstein  frome  fisching  neirer  oure  l^nd  and  Illes 
then  ane  land  kenning  off,  and  that  he  supplicat  his  Maiestie  that  powar 
may  be  givin  to  the  borrowis  or  any  of  theme  or  anie  of  thair  nichtbouris 
that  if  they  or  anie  vther  straingers  sail  fisch  within  the  said  reseruit 
watters  to  tak  such  ordour  with  theme  as  they  sail  think  best  and  that 
his  Maiestie  shrefHs  and  vthers  officers  may  assist  theme  heirin. 

IteTti,  that  he  petitioun  his  Maiestie  that  all  straingers,  Hamburgers,        ^ 
Breymers,  and  all  vther  straingers  be  remoovit  furth  of  Schytland,  Orkney, 
Kaithnes  and  all  vthers  plaices  and  that  the  natives  thair  be  restraynit 
from  commerceing  with  theme. 

Iterti,  that  the  said  maister  Johnne  may  haue  cair  for  prosecuting 
such  thinges  as  wes  recommendit  at  the  last  meitting  of  the  estaittes 
concerning  the  borrowis  and  that  he  procure  ane  letter  anent  the  plaiding. 

Item,  anent  the  retributioun  for  the  libertie  granted  to  the  Inglisch 
heir  that  the  said  maister  Johnne  craive  ane  libertie   of  the  pilschett 
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Edinburgh. 
13  November 
16S0. 

Instructione 
Hay,  fisching, 
missive. 


Commissione 
Edinburgh, 
fisching,  mis- 
sive. 


fisching  in  England  and  Yreland  that  we  may  enjoy  the  same  with  ample 
priueledges  as  the  Inglish  does  of  the  land  and  all  vrthers  liberties 
belonging  thairto.  Quhairanent  and  anent  all  and  sindrie  the  premissis 
the  saids  commissioners  grantis  and  gives  thair  full  powar  and  com- 
missioun  to  the  said  maister  Johnne  Hay  in  manor  foresaid,  and  the  said 
maister  Johnne  to  report  hes  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  meitting  of 
the  borrowis. 

4.  Ordains  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  vpone  advertisement  frome 
Maister  Johnne  Hay,  commissioner  for  theme  to  his  Majestie  in  the 
mater  of  the  fisching,  to  convein  the  remanent  borrowis  appointed  to  treatt 
anent  the  fisching  anent  such  thinges  as  salbe  impairted  be  him  and  for 
taking  ordour  thairin. 


Edinburgh. 
26  February 
1631. 

Commission- 
ers. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Aikinheid,  Williame  Carnegie ;  Perth,  Andro  Gray ; 
Dundye,  Thomas  Dauidsoun  ;  Aberdein,  Maister  Robert  Farquhare ;  Lyn- 
lithgow,  Andro  Bell ;  Glasgow,  Walter  Stirling ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister 
James  Cokburne ;  Bruntyland,  Williame  Meiklejohnne ;  Kirkcaldye, 
Johnne  Williamesoun  ;  Caraill,  Johnne  Mathesoun  ;  Irwing,  James  Scott ; 
Dysart,  Maister  Dauid  Kinghorne  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Robert  Alexander ; 
Pettinweyme,  George  Kingyow  ;  Sanctandroes,  Aire,  Montrose,  and  Dum- 
bar  Q)lcink), 


Moderator. 


Fain  in  the 
north,  plaid- 
ins;  Abirdein, 
Edinburgh, 
missivo. 


26  February  1G31. 

1.  Dauid  Aikenheid,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

28  February  1631. 

2.  The  commissioneris  of  borrowis  beand  conveynit,  forsuameikle  as  the 
commissioneris  of  borrowis  haiveing  at  the  last  meitting  of  estaittis  [brought 
before  them  the  20th  act  of  last  general  convention]  anent  reformatioun  of 
the  abuse  croppin  in  of  late  in  the  plaiding  through  presenting  of  the  same  to 
mercat  in  roUes,  and  the  saids  estaittes  haiveing  remitted  the  same  and  the 
ordour  to  be  taiken  therwith  to  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties  most  honorable 
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privie  counsall,  and  the  same  being  meaned  to  theme,  the  saids  lordis  S?'p  h^*^"* 
ordaynit  lettres  to  be  direct  to  the  schirefFes  of  the  schirefdomes  whair  for  1631. 


the  maist  pairt  the  faires  of  plaiding  ar  holdin,  together  with  the  heretouris  Fain  in  the 
of  the  saids  fairs,  which  lettres  ar  raisit  and  delyverit  to  Maister  Robert  fnJJ^A&Seiii, 
Farquhare,   present   commissioner   for   Abirdein,   and   which   burgh    the  Edinburgh, 
present  commissioners  ordanis  to  cans  summond  the  saids  pairties  vpone 
fyftein  dayes  to  compeir  before  the  saids  lordis,  and  to  send  the  saids 
lettres  laufiillie  execut  and  indorsat  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  which 
burgh  they  give  full  powar  and  commissioun  frome  theme  and  in  thair 
names  to  compeir  before  the  saids  lordis  and  to  insist  in  the  said  com- 
plaint and  to  vse  thair  diligence  for  reforming  of  the  said  abuse  in  the 
said  wair  of  plaiding  and  obtening  of  the  same  to  be  presented  in  all 
tyme  cuming  in  trinches  and  foldes,  and  the  saids  burghis  to  report  thair 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

3  March  1631. 

3.  Compeirit  the  commissioneris  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  pro-  Letter.  Cam- 
ducit  ane  missiwe  letter  direct  to  the  borrowis  frome  the  toun  of  Cam-  ?u^,  miasive. 
pheir,  and  in  thair  absence  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  contening  ane 
ansuer  to  the  letter  direct  be  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  in  thair  last 
generall  conventioun  to  the  said  toun  of  Campheir,  excusing  thair  not 
sending  of  commissioners  hither,  with  ane  declaratioun  that  they  being 
informed  of  the  breches  of  the  contract  past  betuixt  the  borrowis  and 
theme  they  vald  then  give  all  satisfactioun  to  the  borrowis ;  and  the 
saids  borrowis  vnderstanding  be  ane  letter  from  the  conservatour  that  he 
had  acquainted  the  said  toun  with  the  borrowis  grievances  in  thair  defalt, 
thairfore  ordanis  ane  letter  to  be  direct  in  thair  names  to  the  said  toun 
desyring  theme  that  since  they  ar  acquainted  with  thair  desyres  anent 
the  hurtis  susteynit  be  this  natioun  thruch  thair  occasioun  that  thairfore 
they  vald  ether  be  thair  commissioners  or  vtherwayes  tak  away  the  saids 
grivances,  and  to  acquaint  the  saids  commissioners  of  borrowis  to  be 
conveynit  at  Dysart  the  first  of  Julij  nixt  that  they  may  tak  farder  ordour 
anent  the  premissis ;  and  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  haue  ane 
cair  of  directing  of  the  said  lettre  and  thair  clerk  to  subscryve  the  same, 
wheranent  thir  presentis  salbe  thair  warrand,  and  the  said  burgh  to  report 
thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 
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Edinburgh.  4.  The  commissioners  of  borrowis  haiveing  ressauit  ane  Jetter  frome 
the  present  conservatour  daittit  at  Campheir  the  second  of  March,  calcvlo 

vator,  misaive.  710V0,  desyring  recompence  for  his  bygane  travellis  in  the  borrowis  eflfaires ; 
as  lyikwayes,  desyiring  theme  to  cans  such  as  hes  not  payit  his  dewes  in 
the  Low  Cimtreyis  to  cans  him  be  payit  thairof,  and  last  desyring  James 
Weir  to  be  cited  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun,  the  present  com- 
missioners ordanis  ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  him  schewing  that  they  being 
bot  ane  verie  few  nomber  at  this  tyme  they  could  tak  no  course  thairin, 
bot  since  he  is  to  be  himselff  at  thair  nixt  meitting  they  doubt  not  bot 
the  borrowis  will  haue  ane  caire  to  give  his  lordship  all  reasonable  satis- 
factioun  ;  and  anent  these  that  hes  not  payit  his  dewes  to  desyre  him  to 
bring  with  him  to  the  said  conventioun  ane  nott  of  the  persounes  names 
hes  failziet  with  the  quantitie  of  thair  guides,  and  the  borrowis  will  tak 
such  a  reassonable  course  as  may  give  him  satisfactioun ;  and  anent 
James  Weir,  ....  to  desire  his  lordship  to  notifie  the  caus  to 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  whome  the  present  commissioners  in  that  caice 
ordanis  to  caus  summond  at  the  said  conservatouris  instance  to  com- 
peir  at  the  said  generall  conventioun,  and  to  assure  his  lordship  that 
according  to  the  said  James  his  demereit  he  sail  ressaive  satisfac- 
tioun ;  and  last,  to  schew  him  how  they  haue  writtin  to  the  toun  of 
Campheir  and  to  desyre  him  to  insist  with  theme  for  ane  ansuere ;  and 
ordanis  thair  clerk  to  draw  vp  the  said  letter  and  to  subscryve  the  same 
in  thair  names,  quhairanent  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand,  and  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  direct  the  saids  lettres  and  to  report  thair  diligence 
heiranent  to  the  next  generall  conventioun  of  borrowis. 

Fire  bitt,  May,         5.   The  saids  commissioneris  of  borrowis,  being  acquainted  with  ane 

missivo  •  •  •  . 

letter  frome  his  Maiestie  schewing  of  ane  petitioun  presented  be  the 
laird  of  Bamis  for  ane  fyre  bitt  vpone  the  Ille  of  the  May,  and  the  bor- 
rowis considdering  how  far  the  said  mater  may  concerne  them  both  in 
burdein  and  preparatiue,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  to 
send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  for  tryeing  both  of  the 
necessitie  [of  ane]  fyre  bitt  in  the  said  plaice,  as  also  for  taking  such  ordour 
thereanent  as  may  best  agrie  with  the  weiU  of  thair  estaitt,  vnder  the 
payne  of  tuentie  pundis. 
Uniayes  ab.  6.  Forsuameikle  as  the  commissioners  of  borrowis  finding  Miat  betuixt 

•ente,  missive,  ^^j  i]x2^\x  generall  meittingis  thair  occurres  oft  maters  of  gritt  importance 
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concerning  deiplie  thair  estaittes,  and  that  tliair  beinc:  a  good  and  com-  Edinburgh. 
petent   nomber  of  the   borrowis  acquainted   with  the  saids  maters  and 


injoynit  to  send  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed   theranent,  F«l*^!!'- *llr 

•^   •'  ^  ^  '  sents,  missive. 

nochttheles  the  saids  borrowis  does  not  keip  [the  conventiouns],  quhair- 
through  thair  estait  is  michtilie  preiudgit,  thairfore  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to 
be  requyrit  for  sending  thair  commissioners  sufficientlie  instructed  for  tak- 
ing ordour  theranent  and  setting  doun  of  such  vnlawis  as  the  absents  may 
be  deulie  pvnisched  and  the  said  particular  meittings  better  keiped ;  as 
lyikwayes  for  pvnisching  of  such  burghis  whose  commissioners  depairts  not 
subscryving  the  book. 

7.  Unlawed  the  burghs  of  Air,    Anstruthers  Eister  and  Wester,  Sanctan-  iJ^y^f  JSi^w^e. 
droes,  and  Dumbar,  in  £20  each  for  being  absent  from  this  convention. 

8.  Mr  David  Erskene,  commissioner  for  Montrose,   undertook  to  produce  Montrose  rati- 
within  eight  days  a  ratification  by  his  burgh  of  all  things  done  at  this  conven-  give. 

tion,  under  a  penalty  of  £20. 

9.  Quheras  thair  being  ane  petitioun  preferred  to  his  Maiestie  be  the  ^y»«»  ^^^'. 
generall  of  the  mynt-hous  of  this  kingdome,  contening  certan  overtoures  for 
reforming  of  the  present  abuse  of  the  coyne  occasioned  through  the 
course  of  dolouris  within  this  cuntrey,  and  the  lordis  of  his  Maiesties 
most  honorabill  privie  counsall  haiveing  ordaynit  his  Maiesties  frie  borrowis 
to  be  acquaintit  therwith  and  ane  copey  thairof  to  be  delyverit  to  theme 
that  they  micht  the  first  of  Mairche  be  heard  theranent,  and  thair  being 
ane  few  nomber  of  the  commissioners  of  the  saids  borrowis  conveynit, 
and  they  haiffing  pervsed  the  said  petitioun  and  overtoures  thairin  con- 
teynit,  they  did  find  thair  vald  be  ane  gritt  damage  to  trye  in  or  stop 
the  present  course  of  the  saids  doloris  considdering  the  mas  of  the  haill 
present  coyne  of  this  kingdome  did  consist  of  these  speces  of  doloris, 
and  that  it  sould  prove  verie  preiudiciall  to  the  haill  liedges  if  ordour 
wer  taiken  thairwith  before  the  cuntrey  were  sufficientlie  provydit  with 
vther  money,  and  so  mutche  rather  that  probablie  if  the  peace  sould  con- 
tine  w  with  Spayne  the  cuntrey  micht  be  disburdeynit  of  the  saids  dolores 
and  vthers  money  is  brocht  in,  that  thairfore  it  vald  pleis  the  saids  lordis  nott 
to  tak  anie  farder  ordour  with  the  saidis  doUouris  till  more  mature  delibera- 
tioun  were  taiken  theranent  with  advyse  of  all  such  as  the  said  mater  did 
conceme  ;  and  for  preveining  of  farder  incuming  of  the  saids  dollouris,  that 

2  T 
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SM^ch  1631    ^^®  saids  lordis  vald  be  pleased  to  dischairge  all  persones  frome  bringing 

~ T in  of  dollouris  within  this  kingdome,  ather  be  sea  or  land,  and  to  graunt 

roues, 'missive,  ane  warrand  to  his  Maiesties  scbireffes,  justices  of  bis  Maiesties  peace, 
and  proveist  and  baillies  within  burgh,  to  searche,  tak,  and  apprehend  all 
such  persounes  as  bringes  any  of  the  said  dolouris  within  this  kingdome, 
and  to  confiscat  the  same,  the  one  halff  to  his  Maiesties  vse  and  the 
vther  halff  to  the  apprehenders ;  as  lyikwayes  to  dischairge  the  maisteris 
of  colheuches  and  salt  pannis  to  ressaive  anie  speces  of  the  saids  doloris 
vnder  sic  hie  paynes  as  it  sail  pleiss  the  lordis  to  appoint ;  and  for  farder 
incuming  of  bulzeoun  that  the  said  lordis  wald  be  pleased  to  dischairge 
the  customers  frome  ressaiving  of  bulzeoun,  and  that  the  whole  bulzeoun 
be  ressauit  [be]  the  maister  of  the  coynziehous  frome  the  merchandis  efter 
thair  retume  frome  the  voyages  allanerUe,  and  that  in  forraine  coyne  and 
nane  in  Inglis  money ;  and  that  all  persounes  be  dischairged  frome 
melting  any  of  his  Maiesties  coyne,  old  or  new,  vnder  such  paines  as  it 
sail  pleis  the  saids  lordis  to  injoyne,  which  course  being  in  tyme  taiken 
doubtles  will  prove  proffitable  to  the  whole  kingdome ;  and  in  the  mean- 
tyme  the  present  commissioneris  ordanis  the  said  mater  to  be  recom- 
mendit  to  the  commissioneris  to  be  conveynit  at  thair  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun,  and  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit  to  send  thair  commissioneris 
suflScientlie  instructed  with  thair  best  advyse  for  reforming  of  the  present 
abusses  of  the  coyne  and  farder  inbringing  of  money  within  this  cuntrey, 
vnder  the  payne  of  xx  li.  ilk  burgh. 


[Tlie  Convention  Records  are  wanting  from  3d  March  16 SI    to 
SdJuly  1649.] 
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General  Convention,  held  at  Queensferry. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  James  Borthwick  ;   Pearth,  Patrick  ?5S^  i649*^ 

Ros  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bower,  younger  ;  Abirdeine,  Alexander  Jafifray  ; 

Stirling,  John  Schort;  Lynlithgow,  James  Campbell;  Sanctandrois, 
James  Suord ;  Glasgow,  George  Porterfield ;  Air,  Gilbert  Richart ;  Had- 
dingtoun,  John  Aytoun  ;  Dysart,  John  Gay ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyte  ; 
Coupar,  George  Jamesone  ;  Montros,  Robert  Tailyeour  ;  Anstruther  Ester, 
Andrew  Marteine ;  Dumfreis,  Thomas  M'Birnie ;  Innemes,  James  Ros ; 
Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin ;  Innerkeything,  Alexander  Hendersone ; 
Kinghome,  Johu  Boswald ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barkclay ;  Jedburgh, 
James  M*Cubie ;  Kirkcudbricht,  John  Corsane ;  Pitinweem,  George 
Smyth ;  Dumfermeling,  William  Walker ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Peter 
Thomsone ;  Selkirk,  Thomas  Scot ;  Dumbartane,  Mr  James  Campbell ; 
Riamfrow,  John  Sprewle ;  Dumbar,  Thomas  Purves ;  Lanrick,  Gideon 
Jack ;  Abirbrothock,  David  Ramsay  ;  Elgyne,  Mr  Johne  Hay ;  Peibles, 
Williame  Lewis ;  Caraill,  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Taine,  Dauid  Ferme  ; 
Culros,  James  Aitkyne ;  Bamff,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglas  ;  Forfar,  Williame 
Huntar ;  Naime,  John  TuUoch  ;  Cullen,  Johne  Ogilvie  ;  Lochmaben  ; 
Johnne  Kennedie ;  Queinsferrie,  Robert  Hill  and  James  Dawling ; 
Brichane,  Wigtoun,  Whithome,  Rothesay,  Forres,  Rutherglen,  North- 
berwick,  Lauder,  Kilrenny,  Annand,  Sanchare,  Galloway,  Dingwall,  and 
Domock  (blank), 

3  July  1649. 

1.  Rol)ert  Hill,  first  in  commission  for  Queensferry,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  daily  from  seven  till  twelve,  and  from  Houris  of 
two  till  three.     "  And  such  as  ar  absent  at  the  calling  of  the  rollis  to  pay  sex  ™®i*^"^- 
schillingis  of  wnlaw,  and  they  that  passes  out  of  the  hous  to  pay  ane  wnlaw  as 

said  is,  and  they  that  passes  frome  this  present  conventione  befoir  the  dis- 
sollueing  thairof  to  pay  ane  wnlaw  as  absentis  ;  and  that  nane  speik  uiirequirit 
without  leive  askit  or  givin,  nor  intermix  their  resoning  with  thair  voiting,  wnder 
the  paine  of  sex  schillingis  totiea  quotiesJ* 

3.  Anent  the  10  act  of  the  last  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  prayer. 
hauldin  at  Edinburgh  in  Januarij  1649   anent  the  sanctifieiDg  of  the 
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QuEENSFERRT.  meitiiigis  of  the  burrowis  by  prayer,  that  the  Lord  may  be  honored  and 

— ^ i —  ther  proceidingis  blessit,   does  ratefie  and  approve  of  the  said  act,  and 

^^'  appointis  and  ordanis  that  the  moderator  of  the  melting,  except  he  bring 

ane  minister  with  him,  sail  begin  and  clos  the  melting  with  prayer,  and 
if  the  minister  be  present  he  is  to  doe  it ;  recomending  the  samyne  to  be 
done  in  everie  burgh  in  all  ther  meitingis  within  burgh  ;  and  that  ilk 
burgh  intimat  the  sanayn  to  thair  burgh  at  thair  home  cuming,  and  to 
report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 
Taxt  Roll.  4.   The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  conveened  anent  the  head  of 

the  missive  for  alteratione  of  the  taxt  roll,  quherin  they  conceave  them- 
selues  to  be  greatlie  concerned,  the  same  being  ane  squair  and  rule 
quherby  to  measur  all  thair  burdingis  and  impositiones,  and  haveing 
chosen  out  ane  number  of  qualified  men  for  seting  doun  ilk  burghis  pro- 
portione  in  all  burdingis,  quhilkis  persones  compearand  accepted  and 
gaue  thair  aith  de  fideli  adminiatratione  ;  lykas  the  haiU  remanent  bur- 
rowis obliged  them  and  thair  burghis  to  abyd  at  thair  determinatione  and 
to  pay  such  part  of  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  as  they  sail  modifie 
vnto  theme,  and  conforme  thairto  to  mak  payment  of  all  wther  burdingis 
belonging  to  that  estait,  quherof  the  tenor  followis,  viz.  : — 


Edinburgh 

Penrth 

Dundie 

Abirdein    . 

Stirling 

Lynlithgow 

Sanct  Androis 

Glasgow 

Air    . 

Haddingtoun 

Dysart 

Kirkcaldie 

Con par 

Monros 

Anstruther  Eister 

Dumfreis 

Innernes 

Bnmtilland 


Li.      8. 

D. 

Li.     8. 

D. 

36     0 

0 

Innerkeything    . 

0  10 

0 

4     0 

0 

Kinghome. 

0     9 

0 

7     0 

0 

Brichane    . 

0  12 

0 

6   13 

4 

Irwing 

1     0 

0 

1      2 

0 

Jedburgh   . 

0  18 

0 

1    16 

0 

Kirkcuthbrycht  . 

0  16 

0 

3     6 

8 

Wigtoun    . 

0   14 

0 

6  10 

0 

Pitinweem 

0  13 

4 

1     8 

0 

Dumfermling 

0  17 

0 

1   16 

0 

Anstruther  Wester 

0     6 

0 

1     8 

0 

Selkirk 

0  13 

4 

2     8 

0 

Dumbartane 

0  12 

0 

1      2 

0 

Ramfrow 

0     8 

0 

2     0 

0 

Dumbar 

1     2 

0 

0  16 

0 

Lanrick 

0  12 

0 

1    13 

4 

Abirbrotbock 

0     9 

0 

2  10 

0 

Elgin 

0  13 

4 

1     2 

0 

Peibles 

0  10 

0 
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1 

2 

0 

Cullen 

0 

10 

0 

Lauder 

0 
0 

9 
6 

0 
8 

Kilrenny  . 
Annan 

0 

4 

0 

Lochmaban 

0 

4 

0 

Sanchar 

0 
0 
0 
0 

6 
4 
6 
4 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Galloway  . 
Dingwall  . 
Quinsferrie 
Dornoch 

0 

4 

0 

Inverary    . 

I. 
0 

8. 

3 
7 

D'  QUEENSFERBT. 

0  3  July  1649. 

0 

0  Taxi  RoU. 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

3 

0  > 

0 

4 

0 

Li.      8.     D. 
Caraill 
Tane 
Culros 
Bamff 
Whithome 
Forfiir 
Rothesay 
Naime 
Forres 
Kutherglen 
Northberwick 

And  ordanes  thair  generall  dark  in  thair  names  to  ...  .  the  double  of 
the  said  roU  and.subscriue  the  same  ....  to  the  effect  that  letteres 
of  homing  may  be  direct  heirwpon  and  all  other  executoriallis  neidfuU 
against  ilk  burgh  refuising  to  pay  thair  pairt  of  the  sarayn,  quherwnto 
they  agree  and  consentis  and  declairis  the  samyn  to  take  effect  and  have 
place  conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament  maid  at  St  Androis  the  7  Januar 
1646  yeiris. 

4  July  1649. 

6.  Anent  the  5  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  off  borrowis  wigtoun,  mis- 
hauldine  at  the  burgh  of  Bruntilland  the  29  of  August  1648,  ordaining"^®' 
the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  to  produce  to  this  present  conventione  thair  decreit 
arbitrall  betuixt  theme  and  the  earle  of  Gallaway  and  to  report  ther  farder 
diligeuce  in  the  prosecutioun  therof  wnder  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth 
pundis,  the  present  comissioneris  wnlawis  the  said  burgh  in  the  said 
sowme,  and  ordaines  them  to  produce  the  said  decreit  arbitrall  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  wnder  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  lib., 
with  farder  diligence  in  prosecutione  therof. 

6.  Anent  the  sext  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  Agent, 
ordaining  the  agent  to  contenew  and  insist  in  obteaning  ane  act  of  parlia-  fom™«>^n  . 
ment  against  delapidatione  of  comoun  landis  of  burrowis  and  to  report  his 
diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  [ordanis] 

this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

7.  Anent  the  7  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  Stirling,  wnfne 
ordaining  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  with  concurrence  of  the  agent,  to  prosecut  ™®'^»  miasiyQ. 
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QuKENspEKRY.  the  discussiiifi:  of  the  suspensiones  procured  be  qertan  wnfree  persones 

4  July  1649  .  P         .  .  . 

— ^— i '—:-  within  ther  liberties  and  against  wnfree  treadderis  in  Kylsyth,  Bumesyd, 

men,  missive,  and  Fawkirk  and  Alloway,  and  to  prosecut  the  saidis  actiones  against 
them  and  all  wnfree  treadderis  within  thair  boundis,  the  present  comis- 
sioneris  ordeanis  the  said  burgh  with  concurrence  of  the  said  agent  to 
insist  in  the  prosecutione  of  the  saidis  actiones  and  to  report  ther  dili- 
gence to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 
Rothesay,  8.  Anent  the  8  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis, 

^^^^        ordaining  the  burgh  of  Rothesay  to  produce  the  rentall  of  ther  comoun 
Glasgow,  Dum-  landis  to  this  present  conventione,  the  present  comissioners  findis  that  the 

barton,  Irrwm,       ,  ,  . 

missive.  said  burgh  hes  contraveined  the  said  act,  and  therfoir  wnlawis  them  in 

the  sowme  of  40  lib.,  and  ordaines  them  to  produce  the  samyne  to  the 

nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  wnder  the  lyk  payne  ;  and  ordaines 

the  burghes  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartane,  and  Irving  to  send  thair  comis- 

sioneris  at  ane  certane  day  to  the  said  burgh  of  Rothesay  betuixt  and 

Michaelmas  nixt  to  see  the  forme  of  the  electione  of  thair  magistratis, 

and  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  to  be  the  conveiner  of  the  saidis  burghis,  and  to 

report   ther  diligence   heiranent    to    the    nixt   generall    conventione    of 

burrowis  wnder  the   paine  of  20   lib.    ilk   burgh   to   be   payed  to  the 

burrowis. 

Abirbrothock,  9*  Anent  the  tuelt  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventioun  of  bur- 

u^dS^ndssive.  ^^^^  hauldin  at  the  burgh  of  Bruntilland  in  August  1 648,  ordaining  the 

burgh  of  Arbroath  to  produce  the  charter  of  thair  milne  and  milne  landis 

to  this  present  conventione  of  burrowis,  to  the  effect  that  ther  milne  landis 

may  be  reduced  to  ther  comoun  good,  the  present  comissioners  findis  that 

they  have  contravened  the  said  act  and  therfoir  wnlawis  the  said  burgh 

in  the  sowme  of  20  libris ;  and  ordaines  the  said  burgh  to  produce  the 

same  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  wnder  the  paine  of  40  libris. 

Lochmabein  10.    Anent   the   30   act  of  the  said   last  generall  conventione  of 

Bivefagen™*"   burrowis,  ordaining  the  burgh  of  Lochmabein  to  produce  the  charter  of 

Dumfries,  Sei-  thair  comouu  landis  lyand  in  the  handis  of  William  Maxvell,  lait  baillie 

kirk,  missive.  ,  ,    ,  •'  ^      , 

thair,  and  ordaining  the  agent  to  have  raised  lettres  for  chaiiging  the 
said  William  Maxvell  for  productione  therof,  the  present  commissioneris 
wnderstauding  of  the  death  of  the  said  William  Maxvell,  thairfor  ordaines 
the  agent  to  rais  lettres  and  to  charge  James  Maxvell,  his  sone,  to 
produce  the  said  charter  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  and 
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to  report  his  diligence  thairanent ;  as  also  ordaines  the  burghes  of  Queensperrt. 
Dumfreis  and  Selkirk  to  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Lochmabein  and  to  — !LZ — _! — 
visit  ther  comoun  landis  and  to  report  in  what  estait  thay  ar  in,  and  how  chartour,  mis- 
thay  ar  imployed,  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  burrowis,  wnder  the  SJ^^^jftf^^g^i. 
paine  of  40  lib.  ilk  burgh,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  kirk,  misaive. 
and  the  burgh  of  Lochmabein  to  convein  the  saidis  burghis. 

1 1.   The   present  comissioneris  ordaines   the   agent   to   produce  his  ^^'**»i^il" 
diligence  in  concurring  with  the  burgh  of  Lanerick  in  the  prosecutioun  of 
all  actiones  against  the  possessouris  of  thair  comoun  landis,  as  also  the 
said  burgh  to  produce  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventioun of  burrowis  under  the  paine  of  20  libris. 

6  July  1649. 

1  2.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  be  Thomas  Cuninghame,  eldest  Cuninghame, 
laufuU  sone  to  Thomas  Cuningham,  conservator  of  the  privilegis  of  the  ^ 
Scotis  natioun  in  the  Low  Cuntryes,  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
presentlie  conveined,  craveing  thair  approbatione  for  his  admissioune  to 
be  ane  factor  at  Campheir,  the  saidis  comissioneris  haveing  considderit 
the  same,  and  haveing  heard  of  the  good  report  of  the  said  Thomas 
Cuninghame,  younger,  of  his  birth,  educatione,  qualificatione,  and  abilitie  for 
his  discharging  of  the  oflSce  of  factorie,  hes  grantit  and  givin,  lyk  as 
they  be  thir  presentis  grantis  and  gives  thair  allowance,  ratificatione,  and 
approbatioun  for  his  admissioun  to  the  said  office  oflf  factorie,  provyding 
alwayes  that  the  samyne  sail  induir  during  the  burrowis  pleasour  and 
goodwill  allenerlie,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Cuninghame  sail  behave 
himself  honestlie  and  dewtifuUie  in  the  said  office,  and  sail  mak  just 
reckoning,  compt,  and  payment  of  his  intromissione  with  quhatsumever 
goodis  or  geir  or  sowmes  of  money  that  he  sail  happin  to  intromet  or  be 
intrusted  with  appertaining  to  quhatsumever  persoun  or  persounis  quha 
sail  imploy  him  in  the  said  office,  or  that  he  sail  happin  to  intromet  with 
at  directione  or  comand  of  the  saidis  burrowis,  and  that  he  sail  obey  and 
fuIlfiU  all  and  quhatsumever  actis  and  statutis  maid  or  to  be  maid  be  the 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  in  thair  generall  or  particular  conventiones,  and 
sail  wnderly  all  such  offices  as  they  sail  please  to  burdin  him  withall,  and 
sail  discharge  ane  honest  and  trew  dewitie  to  all  merchantis,  and  sail  not 
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6  July  1649. 

Cuninghame, 
factor. 


«^i?v^i^^Q^^'  refuse  to  accept  of  thair  imploymentis  how  mean  soever  the  samyn  sail 
happin  to  be  quhensoever  he  sail  be  imployed  be  them  or  ony  one  of 
them  to  that  effect,  and  salbe  obedient  to  the  disciplin  of  the  kirk 
thair,  and  sail  mak  no  rebaitis  of  merchandis  billis  at  his  owin  hand, 
conforme  to  the  actis  of  burrowis  dischairging  the  samyne,  and,  last, 
that  he  sail  find  sufficient  cautione  for  fullfilling  and  obeying  the  haill 
premissis. 


Andersone, 
factor. 


1 3.  Eobert  Andersone,  clerk  to  the  conservator,  admitted  &uctoT  at  Campheir 
on  the  usual  conditions. 


Stations  ^"*  14.  The  comissioneris  of  the  royall  burrowis  haveing  heard  that  the 

comissioneris  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  had  befoir  the  comittie 
appointed  for  altering  of  the  taxt  roll  protested,  lyk  as  they  did  now  in 
this  generall  conventione  protest  against  the  report  of  the  said  comittee, 
and  haveing  heard  by  that  comittee  that  they  had  entered  ane  protesta- 
tione  against  the  protestatioune  of  Edinburgh,  the  saidis  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  haveing  considdered  the  said  protestatione  of  the  comittie  doe 
admitt  and  allow  the  samyne,  and  appointis  the  samyn  to  be  heirein 
insertit,  quherof  the  tenor  foUowis  ; — ^At  the  Queinsfferrie  the  6  day  of 
July  1649  yeiris,  in  presena  of  the  comittie  of  15  persones  chosen  by 
the  bodie  of  the  burrowis,  viz..  Sir  James  Stewart  for  Edinburgh,  Patrick 
Ros  for  Pearth,  Alexander  Bower  for  Dundie,  Alexander  Jaffray  for 
Aberdein,  John  Schort  for  Stirling,  James  Suord  for  St  Androis,  Georg 
Porterfeild  for  Glasgow,  Gilbert  Richart  for  Ayre,  Robert  Quhyt  for 
Kirkcaldie,  Thomas  M'Bimie  for  Dumfreis,  Mr  Robert  Barkclay  for 
Irvine,  John  Corsane  for  Kirkcudbricht,  Mr  John  Hay  for  Elgin,  Gideon 
Jack  for  Lanrick,  Mr  Alexander  Douglas  for  Bamff,  for  alteratione  of  the 
extent  roll.  The  said  day,  Sir  James  Stewart,  comissioner  for  Edinburght, 
ane  of  the  memberis  of  the  said  comittie,  protestit  against  the  proceid- 
ingis  therof  and  the  stent  maid  be  them,  for  himselff  and  in  name  of 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  gaue  in  the  resoinis  following  as  the  ground 
of  his  protestatione — First  In  respect  the  towne  of  Edinburgh  haveing 
tua  comissioneris  named  in  thair  comission,  and  quhilk  as  is  alle<fgit 
sould  be  individuall  in  all  caisses,  yit  in  the  said  comittie  Sir  James  Stewart 
was  onlie  admitted.  Secoundlie.  In  respect  of  the  inverting  of  the 
order,  beginning  at  the  letter  end  of  the  roll  and  goeing  backward  on  the 
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same.    Thridlie.  In  respect  as  is  alledgit  ther  was  comissioneris  in  the  said  Queenspkbrt. 

comittie  not  qualefied  according  to  the  missive,  being  such  persounes  who 1— 

tynes  not  in  the  caussis  of  burrowis.     Fourthlie.    It  is  allegit  that  by  t^utioni  ^^ 
ane   act   of  the   former   conventione   it   wes   appointed    that   the   wholl 
burrowis    schould   be   visited   and    the   conditioun   reported    befoir   any 
alteratione  of  the  taxt  roll.     Fyftlie.   It  is  allegit  the  tread  of  the  said 
burgh  wes  decayed  and  the  tread  of  wtheris  burghis  increased,  and  yet,  as 
wes  by  theme  allegit,  the  samyne  wes  not  regardit  by  the  said  comittie. 
Laatlie,  It  wes  allegit  that  thos  who  stentis  wtheris  aucht  themselues  to 
be  extentit  by  the  bodie.      To  the  which  protestatioune  and  ansueris  it  is 
ansuered  in  manner  following  by  the  memberis  of  the  said  comittie  that 
they  haue  proceided  orderlie  one  good  and  legall  grundis  in  respect  that 
this  present  conventione  haveing  takin  to  thair  consideratione  the  secound 
article  of  the   missive   and  the  [blank~\  act  of  the   former   conventione 
wherwpoun  the  samyn  is  groundit,  they  thoucht  fitt  and  appointed  the 
afibirsaid  fyftein  persones  of  thair  number  to  quhom  they  gaue  absolut 
power  to  alter  and  set  doun  ane  perfyt  extent  roll,  to  the  which  the 
foirsaid   protester  with   all   the   memberis   of  the   said  conventione   did 
oblige  themselues  to  adhear,  conforme  quherunto  the  aflfoirsaid  comittie 
of  fyftein   persones  being  conveened  and  deeplie  suom,  they  did  efter 
mature  deliberatione  at  sewerall  dyetis  proceid  vnto  the  alteratione  of  the 
said  roll  and  setting  doun  the  act  of  this  present  stent.      To  the  first 
reasoun  of  the  protestatioun  foirsaid  it  is  ansuered  that  they  could  admitt 
non  to  sit  and  voit  but  the  affoirsaid  fyftein  persounes  chosen  by  the  bodie 
of  the  conventioun  as   said   is,  of  which  Sir  James  Stewart  wes  onlie 
chosin  for  Edinburgh,  and  they  conceaved  that  although  Edinburgh  be 
allowed  tua  comissioneris  to  sit  and  voit  in  the  bodie  of  the  conventione 
and  in  wther   meitingis  yet  they  cannot  have  nor  never  had  any  such 
phice  in  comitties  except  they  be  expresslie  chosen,  the  bodie  haveing 
power  to  name  one  thair  comitties  quhom  they  pleas.     To  the  aecouTid 
it   is    ansuered   that   the  comittie   hes   power  to   determyn  thair   owin 
method  of  procedor  except  they  be  astricted  by  the  bodie  which  they 
wer  not.     To  the  thrid  it  is  ansuerit  ther  wes  none  one  the  comittie  but 
thos  whos  comissiones  wes  receaved  and  efter  examinatione  admitted  and 
acknowledgit  by  the  whole  bodie,  ther  being  non  but  such  as  tyne  and 
wyne  in  the  causes  of  burrowea     To  the  fourth  it  is  ansuerit  that  ^the 
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6  jS^iw9^^  said  act  ordaining  the  burrowis  to  be  visited  doeth  not  expreslie  provyd 

,1—7 — that  in  caice  of  failze  therof  the  conventione  sould  never  the  less  proceid 

testations.  to  the  alteratione  foirsaid.  To  the  fyft  it  is  ansuerit  the  said  comittie 
efter  hearing  of  the  grivances  of  the  severall  burrowis  in  relatione  to  the 
decay  of  tread  and  wther  losses,  and  in  particular  of  the  toun  of  Edin- 
burght  both  by  word  and  wryt,  they  did  proceid  wpoun  just  groundis,  to 
the  quhilk  they  doe  adhear.  To  the  syxb  and  last  it  is  ansuered  the 
severall  memberis  of  the  comittee,  efter  the  hearing  of  thair  greivances, 
wer  remowed  and  stented  by  the  rest  of  the  comittee,  which  is  ane  legall 
and  orderlie  procedor.  And  thairfoir  in  respect  of  the  premissis  the 
whole  comittie  for  themseluis  and  in  name  of  the  haill  royall  burrowis, 
by  James  Suord  for  St  Androis,  protested  in  the  contrair  of  the  said  Sir 
James  Stewart  his  protestatione,  and  declairis  that  they  doe  and  will 
adhear  wnto  the  said  taxt  roll  altered  by  them,  as  also  protested  that 
conforme  to  the  tennour  of  ane  act  of  parliament  the  7  of  Merch  1649 
they  aucht  to  have  releif  of  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  as  one  of  theis 
burrowis  who  hes  had  the  greatest  ease  theis  sextie  yearis  bygane  to 
the  heavie  prejudice  of  the  rest  of  the  burrowis ;  requyring  that  theis 
thair  protestatione  be  entered  and  registrat  in  the  buik  of  the  burrowis. 
Clerk,  Ker.  j^    >pjjg  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  the  reference 

of  the  lait  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  haldin  at  Edinburgh  in 
January  last  concerning  thair  generall  dark,  doe  approve  of  thair  chois  of 
Mr  Andrew  Ker  to  be  thair  generall  dark,  lykas,  haveing  certane  know- 
ledg  of  the  honestie  and  qualificatione  of  the  said  Mr  Androw  to  discharg 
the  said  office,  doe  heirby  unanimouslie  nominat,  elect,  and  appoint  the 
said  Mr  Androw  ther  generall  dark  to  serve  them  at  all  generall  and  par- 
ticular conventiones  duiring  thair  gudwill  and  pleaser,  giving  and  allow- 
ing vnto  him  all  privilegiis,  liberties,  and  comodities  and  benefeit  and  fees 
belonging  to  the  said  office,  quha  compearand  acceptit  and  gaue  his  aith 
de  fideli  administratione. 
Broun,  agent  16.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ratifies  and  approves  the 

1 3  act  of  the  said  last  particular  conventione  hauldin  at  Edinburgh  in 
February  last  concerning  ther  agent,  and  doe  approve  of  thair  chois  of 
William  Broun,  wreater  in  Edinburgh,  to  be  thair  agent  and  procurator 
in  all  thair  affairis  duiring  thair  pleaser,  allowing  wnto  him  all  fees, 
casualities,  and  privileges  belonging  to  the  said  place,  quha  compearand 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  339 

accepted  wpon  him  the  said  oflSce  and  gaue  his  aith  de  jideli  adviinistra-  Queensperrt. 

^'  6  July  1649. 

tia)ie, 

Broun,  agent. 
1 7.  Tlie  commissioners  approved  of  the  accounts  of  John  Ramsay,  their  late  Agent,  restis, 
agent,  and  ordained  the  present  agent  to  uplift  and  pay  certain  sums  to  him.         miaave. 

18.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  haveing  considderit  the  by-  Agent,  report, 
gane  cariadg  and  good  seniice  of  John  Ramsay,  thair  lat  agent,  in  his 
said  office,  doe  heirby  approve  him  in  the  whole  discharg  of  his  said  office, 
and  exoneris  him  of  all  that  can  be  laid  to  his  charg  in  all  tymes  bypast, 
recomending  heirby  in  respect  of  his  good  seruice  quhat  reward  or 
gratuitie  salbe  given  to  him  for  the  samyn  to  the  nixt  particular  conven- 
tione  of  burrowis. 

19.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  that  John  Agent,  missive. 
Ramsay,  thair  lat  agent,  had  done  his  dilligence  agains  the  burghes  of 
Quhithome,  Dundie,  Inuemes,  CuUros,  and  Lawder,  conforme  to  the  20 
act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  and  thairfoir  exoneris 
him  therof,  and  ordaines  thair  present  agent  to  prosecut  the  said  dilli- 
gence against  the  saidis  borrowis,  and  to  mak  payment  to  the  burgh  of 
Air  of  the  sowme  of  1000  merkis,  and  to  the  burgh  of  Arbroath  of  the 
sowme  of  480  merkis  restand  to  them  be  the  forsaidis  burghis,  or  els  to 
produce  his  dilligence  thairanent  to  the  next  generall  conventione  of 
borrowis. 

20.  Anent  the  7  act  of  the  last  particular  conventione  off  burrowis,  inerary  in- 
hauldin  at  Edinburgh  in  Februar  last,  anent  the  inroUing  of  Inueraray  S^e.°^  °*" 
amongst  the  royall  burrowis,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  in 
respect  of  the  shortnes  of  tyme,  do  recomend  that  article  to  be  agitat  in 
the  nixt  particular  conventione,  giving  them  power  to  determine  therein 
finallie  as  if  this  present  generall  conventioun  had  done  the  same,  and 
the  saidis  comissioneris  appointed  to  keip  the  said  particular  conventione 
to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

21.  The  present  comissioners,  in  respect  of  the  shortnes  of  tyme,  doe  Particulars  re- 
therfor  remitt  and  referr  all  the  particular  articles  of  the  missive  that  °" 
are   not  discussed  and  determined  in  this  present  convention,  with  all 
supplicationes  givin  in  to  the  samyne  general  conventione,  to  be  deter- 
mined and  concludit  in  the  nixt  particular  conventione  to  meit  at  Edin- 
burght.     The  present  comissioneris  appointis  the  burrowis  wnderwrittin  Nixt  missive. 


•  •?■■ . 
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Nizt  miflsiTe. 


roll,  missive. 


QuEKNSFERRY.  to  kcip  the  partlcular  couventione  of  burrowis  at  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burght  the  9  of  July  instant,  viz.,  Sir  James  Stewart,  James  Berth  wick, 
for  Edinburgh,  [and  the  commissioners  for  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein, 
Stirling,  Lithgow,  Sanct  Androis,  Glasgo,  Air,  Haddingtoun,  Dysart, 
Coupar,  Inuernes,  Dumfreis,  Bruntilland,  Kinghome,  Culros,  Irving, 
Kirkcudbrycht,  Dumfermling,  Dumbartoun,  Lanrlck,  Elgin,  Bamff, 
Anstruther  Eister,  Queinsflferie],  and  nyne  of  them  present  to  be  a 
quorum,  to  quhom  they  gif  full  power  to  treat  and  conclud  wpon  the  haill 
heidis  of  the  missive  and  supplicationes  presented  in  this  generall  con- 
ventione,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  ibhe  nixt  general  conventione  of 
burrowis. 

Anent  the  taxt  22.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  ther  considera- 
tione  how  great  ane  chang  may  be  in  the  estate  and  conditione  of  bur- 
rowis befoir  the  nixt  generall  meiting,  thairfor  appointis  that  the  taxt 
roll  now  concludit  be  altered  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  bur- 
rowis according  to  the  particular  conditione  of  ilk  burgh,  and  that  this 
may  be  the  better  performed  they  appoint  ane  visitatione  to  be  maid  of 
the  particular  estait  of  each  burgh  and  report  maid  therof  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione,  referring  to  the  particular  conventione  to  meit  at 
Edinburgh  to  appoint  the  particular  visitoris  of  ilk  burgh,  it  being 
alvayis  declared  that  if  visitatione  be  neglectit,  or  that  no  report  be 
maid  therof  to  the  said  nixt  generall  conventione,  the  said  taxt  roll  salbe 
changed  by  the  said  nixt  generall  conventione  notwithstanding  of  that 
neglect ;  and  this  to  be  discused  and  concludit  in  the  verie  beginning  of 
the  said  nixt  generall  conventione  according  to  the  42  act  of  the  said 
last  generall  conventione. 

23.  The  present  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  remittis  the  consider- 
atione  yearle  to  be  givin  to  Andro  Moncurr,  thair  comoun  post,  for  his 
service  done  to  the  saidis  burrowis,  and  for  his  attendance  at  the  generall 
and  particular  meitingis,  to  the  nixt  particular  conventione  to  be  at  Edin- 
burgh. 

Niztoonyen-  24.  The  commissioners  dissolved    the    present  convention^    and  appointed 

tione.  the  next  general  convention   to    be    held   at  Coupar,  beginning    on  the  first 

Tuesday  of  July  1650. 


Post,  missive. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  9  July  1649. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  James  Borthwick  ;  Pearth,  Patrick 
Ros  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bower  ;  Abirdein,  Alexander  Jaffrey  ;  Stirling, 
John  Schort  ;  Lynlithgow,  James  Campbell ;  St  Androwis,  James  Suord ; 
Glasgow,  George  Porterfield ;  Air,  Gilbert  Richard ;  Haddingtoun,  John 
Aytoun  ;  Dysart,  William  Sympsone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyte  ;  Coupar, 
George  Jamisone  ;  Innemes,  James  Ros  ;  Dumfreis,  Thomas  M*Bimie  ; 
Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin ;  Banghorn,  Mr  Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Culros, 
James  Akine  ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ;  Kirkculbricht,  John  Corsane  ; 
Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Dumbartan,  Mr  James  Campbell ; 
Lanrick,  Gideone  Jack  ;  Elgin,  Mr  John  Hay  ;  Bamff,  Mr  Alexander 
Dowglas  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Andro  Mertein ;  Queinsferrie,  Robert  Hill. 

9  July  1649. 

1.  The  commissionei's  adjourned  their  meeting  till  to-morrow.  Meeting  ad- 

joumecL 

10  July  1649. 

2.  Mr  Johne  Hay,  commissioner  for  Elgin,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

3.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  fi*om  seven  till  nine  in  the  morning.  Hours  of  meet- 
Same  regulations  as  formerly  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting.  uig- 

4.  The  comissioneris  presentlie  conveened  remittis  the  supplicationes  Supplications, 
of  the  burghis  of  Naime,  Innemes,  Bamff,  Cullen,   Elgine  and  Rothesay  "^*®"^®* 

to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  ;  and  ordaines  the  agent  to  concurr  with 
the  saidis  burghis  in  prosecuting  the  suspensiones  purchest  be  unfree 
tread eris  against  the  saidis  burghis  to  be  discussed. 

13  July  1649. 

5.  Anent  the  thrid  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  hauldin  at  Measures  of 
Bruntilland  in  August  1648,  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  produce  thair  exact  Jj^J^*  °^' 
dilligence  in  wreat  anent  the  measuris  of  wictuall,  pais  of  bread,  notwith- 
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13  July  1649. 

Measures  of 
victuall,  mis- 
sive. 


Unfree  trea- 
ders,  missive. 


Lanrik,  com- 
moun  good, 
missive. 


Chartor  Ar- 
broath. 


Delait 

Tread  in 
Picardie  and 
Normandie. 


Delait. 

Sydserf ,  Wed- 

derbume, 

Schort. 


standing  quhairof  thair  ar  severall  burrowis  quha  have  failyed  in  pro- 
duceing  thair  dilligence  heiranent,  thairfoir  ordaines  ilk  burgh  quha  have 
not  produced  thair  dilligence  anent  their  measur  of  wictuall  and  pais  of 
bread  to  produce  thair  exact  dilligence  thairanent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione,  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 

6.  Ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  produce  thair  dilligence  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventioun  of  burrowis  in  punisching  oflf  vnfree  treadderis  within  thair 
boundis  and  freemen  trafecting  in  wnfree  places  and  against  forstalleris 
and  regraiteris,  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione.  And  the  agent  to  concurr  with  the  burghis  of 
Lynlithgow,  Irving  and  Ramfrow  in  prosecuting  thair  actiones  intended  be 
them  against  wnfree  treadderis  within  thair  boundis  and  liberties,  and  to 
report  his  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

7.  The  coismissioners  accepted  the  excuse  of  Lanark  for  not  reporting  as  to 
their  common  good,  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  report  their  diligence  to  next 
general  convention. 

8.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  accepts  of  the  excuis  maid 
be  the  burgh  of  Arbroth  in  not  produceing  the  contract  betuixt  them  and 
the  Lord  Ogilve  anent  the  comon  milne  to  this  present  conventioun,  and 
dispenssis  with  thair  vnlaw ;  and  therfoir  ordaines  the  said  burgh  to  pro- 
duce the  said  contract  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  wnder  the  paine 
of  ane  100  lib. ;  and  if  any  new  contract  beis  made  be  the  said  burgh  to 
any  wther  persone  that  the  samyn  be  maid  be  adwyce  of  the  burghes  of 
Dundie  and  Monros,  and  the  saidis  burghes  to  be  conveined  be  Arbroath ; 
and  the  saidis  burghis  to  report  thair  dilligence  theranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

9.  Item,  the  burghis  that  hes  tread  in  Piccardie  and  Normandie  in 
France,  the  present  comissioneris  appointis  them  to  produce  thair  ac- 
comptis  therof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  wnder  the 
paine  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh  to  be  payed  to  the  burrowis. 

1 0.  Anent  the  3  2  act  of  [a  previous  generall  conventione  of  buighs] 
ordaining  Archibald  Sydserf,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume,  and  John 
Schort  to  produce  thair  dilligence  anent  the  money  to  be  resaued  frome 
Ingland  for  repairing  of  the  burrowis  lossis,  the  present  commissioneris 
contenewis  the  samyne  to  be  ane  held  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  ordaines 
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the  saidis  persones  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  Edinburgh. 
conventione  of  burrowis.  ^ 

11.  Anent  the  17  act  of  the  last  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  Dundie,  mis- 
hauldin  at  Edinburght  in  Januarii  1648  ordaining  the  burgh  of  Dundie  housed 

to  have  produced  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  the  comptis  of  thair 
comoun  good  and  wther  incident  causualities  thes  ten  yeiris  bygane,  and 
of  thar  burding  therwpon,  and  how  the  samyn  wes  contractit,  and  for 
giveing  ansuer  to  thair  supplicatione  for  libertie  to  set  ther  comoun 
mihies  and  packhous  for  1  9  yeiris  for  the  best  awaill,  the  present  comis- 
sioneris  haveing  sein  a  list  of  thair  burdingis,  and  how  the  samyn  wer 
contractit,  and  how  thair  commoun  good  wes  employed,  thay  have  thair- 
foir  gran  tit  and  given  libertie,  lyk  as  they  be  thir  presentis  grantis  and 
gives  libertie  to  the  said  burgh  of  Dundie  to  sett  furth  thair  milnes  and 
packhous  to  the  best  awaill,  for  the  space  of  nyntein  yeiris,  for  defraying 
of  the  burding  of  their  comoune  good,  they  reserveing  als  muche  of  the 
dewitie  of  the  samyn  as  will  pay  thair  ministers  stipendis ;  provyding 
also  that  the  samyn  be  set  furthe  to  burgessis  or  treadsmen  being  burgessis 
within  thair  owin  burghis,  constant  residenteris  in  thair  burgh,  bearing  all 
portable  chairges  with  the  said  burgh,  and  to  no  wtheris,  wnder  the 
paines  contained  in  the  actis  of  burrowis  maid  discharging  the  setting  of 
comoun  landis  of  burrowis  to  wnfree  persones ;  and  ordaines  the  said 
burgh  to  report  thair  dilligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioune  anent 
the  manner  of  the  setting  of  the  samyn,  and  to  quhom  the  samyn  is  set, 
under  the  paine  of  20  lib. 

12.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  the  Quenis- Queinafene, 
ferie  craveing  support  for  repairing  of  thair  tollbuith,  and  craveing  libertie  mure,  missive, 
to  set  thair  comoun  muir  in  few  or  wtherwys  for  helping  and  augmenting 

thair  comoun  good,  the  present  comissioneris  continewis  the  first  pairt  of 
the  said  supplicatione  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  gives 
libertie  to  the  said  burgh  to  set  furth  thair  comoun  muir  to  the  best 
awaill  and  to  produce  the  takis  set  be  them  of  the  said  muir  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione,  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 

13.  Anent  the  9  act  of  the  said  last  particular  conventione  anent  5^?^®?  ®*^» 

...  Perth,  burrow- 

the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Pearth  craveing  libertie  to  set  muir. 
furth  thair  comoun  burrowmuir,  and  appointing  the  burghes  of  Dundie, 
Couper,  Culros,  Dunfermling  and  Bruntilland,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
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Edinburgh,      wisit  the  said  burrowmuir  and  to  report  thair  diUiffence  thairanent  to 

13  July  1649.       ..  ^  x-  xi.  x  •     •  •  ^  •     xu 

this  present  conventione,  the  present  comissionens  conteanewis  the  samyn 

Perth%um>w-  *^  ^^  ^°^  ^^^^  ^^  *^®  °^^*  missive,  appointis  the  saidis  burghis  abone- 
written,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  wisit  the  heid  burrowmuir  and  to 
report  thair  dilligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burro  wis. 

1 4.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  supplications  of  Kingbome 
and  Bumtilland  craving  supply  for  repair  of  their  harbours. 


muir. 


Kinghorne, 
Bnintilland. 


Consenrator, 
certane 
sowmes,  kirk 
seasione. 


Conaervator, 
salt,  miMive. 


17  July  1649. 

15.  Anent  the  39  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  ordaining  ilk 
burgh  to  send  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed  anent  the 
disposing  wpon  the  soume  of  threscoir  poundis,  Fleymes,  or  therby  lying 
in  the  conservatoris  handis,  quhich  wes  the  pryce  of  ane  coard  of 
skynnes  quhich  wes  sent  to  Campheir  without  any  letter  to  any  factor, 
or  mark,  or  any  persoun  to  owin  the  samyne,  as  lykwys  how  to  dispos 
wpoun  the  sowme  of  sevintein  pundis  sevin  schiUingis  vj  d.,  Fleymmes,  also 
lyand  in  the  said  conservatoris  handis,  as  the  just  and  equall  hal£f  of  the 
sowme  of  threttie  four  lib.  fyftein  schilling,  Fleymes,  seased  wpon  by  him 
and  deteaned  vnder  confiscatione  be  him  as  ane  pairt  of  the  pryce  of 
certane  staple  goodis  sent  to  Rotterdam  and  sold  thair  be  ane  merchand 
in  Edinburgh,  the  present  comissioners  ordaines  the  said  sowme  of  three 
scoir  lib.  Fleymes  to  be  lent  wpoun  suirtie  to  the  kirksessione  of 
Campheir,  and  that  the  poor  sail  have  the  vs  of  the  money  ay  and  quhill 
the  richt  owner  clame  the  same,  at  quhich  tyme  they  salbe  obleiged  to 
delyver  to  the  richt  owner  the  said  principall  sowme,  and  the  conservator 
to  tak  them  obliged  to  that  effect ;  as  also  ordaines  the  said  conservator 
to  delyver  the  other  sowme  of  sevintein  lib.  7s.  6d.,  Fleymes,  to  the 
agent  of  the  burrowis,  and  the  agent  to  be  charged  therwith  in  his 
accomptis ;  and  the  conservator  to  report  his  dilligence  anent  the  disposing 
of  the  first  sowme  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  burrowis. 

16.  Anent  the  37  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis 
anent  the  establisching  of  salt  to  be  ane  staple  commoditie,  the  present 
comissioneris  ordaines  the  conseruator  to  deale  with  the  magistratis  of 
Campheir  for  that  effect,  pro vy ding  alwayes  that  nane  sail  haue  libertie 
to  transport  the  said   comoditie   but  such  as  free  bvurgessis  of  royall 
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burghis,  wnder  the  paine  to  be  censured  as  wnfree  treadderis,  and  that  2?jJ5^649 
na  factor  take  wpoun   him  to  resaw  the  said   comoditie  fra  ony  wnfree 


persone  wnder  the  paine  to  be  censured  be  the  saidis  burrowis  at  the  nixt  gait,  miBsive. 

general!  conventione  of  burrowis,  and  the  conservator  to  intimat  the  samyn 

to  the  factoris  and  to  report  his  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 

conventione  of  burrowis. 

1 7.  Gi-anted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Nairne,  Rutherglen,  and  Ramfrow  to  Exemptions, 
abide  from  all  general  conventions  for  seven  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

18.  The    commissioners    grantis    the   sowme   of  j™   merkis    to    be  Stanhyve,  1000 
bestowed  towardLs    the  reparatione   of  the   harberie   of  Stanehyve,  and 
ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  be  warnit  to  bring  thair  pairtis  thairof  to  the  nixt 

generall  conventione. 

19.  Anent  the  40  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  ordaining  ilk  Conservator, 
factor  to  send  ane  accompt  of  the  conservatoris  dewis  remaining  in  thair 

handis  since  the  depositione  of  Sir  Patrick  Drumound,  the  present 
comissioneris  doe  acknowledg  and  allow  the  whole  conservatoris  dewis 
resting  since  the  depositioune  of  Sir  Patrick  Drumond,  late  conservator, 
quhilk  wes  in  July  1640,  to  be  due  to  the  present  conservator  Thomas 
Cuninghame,  and  ordanes  the  factoris,  thair  widowis  and  airis,  in  quhais 
handis  the  samyn  lyes,  to  mak  present  payment  of  the  samyn  to  him  or 
to  his  deputis  and  collectoris  for  his  vs,  wnder  the  paines  contained  in  the 
former  actis  of  burrowis  maid  against  refuisers  to  pay  the  conservatoris 
dewis  ;  and  ordaines  the  conservator  to  send  home  ane  extract  of  the 
saidis  dewis  since  the  saidis  Sir  Patrick  Drumoundis  depositione  till  the 
first  of  August  1644  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

20.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  conveened  anent  the  reference  inerraray  in- 
maid  be  the  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  hauldin  at  Quenisferrey  to  testations, 
this  present  particular  conventioun  anent  the  inroUing  of  the  burgh  of  ®* 
Inueraray  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  royall  burghis  of  this  kingdome, 
compeared  Donald  Cameron  e,  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh  of  Inueraray, 

and  desyred,  in  respect  of  thair  gift  of  erectioun  formerlie  produced  at 
the  said  generall  conventioun,  to  be  inroUed  amongst  the  number  of  the 
free  royall  burrowis  of  this  kingdom  conform  to  thair  said  erectione,  the 
present  comissioneris  haveing  considerit  thairof,  and  efter  mature  deli- 
beratioune,  acceptis,  inroUis,  admittis  and  resaues  the  said  burgh  of 
Inueraray  in  the  felloschipp,  number,  and  societie  of  the  free  burghis 

2  X  :  : 
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BDnreuROH.     royall  of  this  kingdom,  and  ordaines  them  to  liavo  place  in  all  conven- 

: —  tiones  particular  and  generall,  and  to  be  warnit   thairto  conforme   to  the 

rolled,  pro-      ordour  vsed  in  such  caises  ;  as  also  ordaines  the  said  burgh  to  send  with 
DunbMtane.     thair   comissioner    to   the   uixt  generall   conventioun   of  burrowis   thair 
approbatione,  band,  and  oblisment  for  keipping  all  conventiones  quherto 
they  salbe  warnit,  and  for  obeying  and  fuUfiUing  of  all  the  actis   and 
ordinances  of  the  burrowis  allreadie  maid  or  to  be  maid  and  for  govern- 
ing of  themselues  accordinglie  and  for  bearing  all  such  burdingis  as  salbe 
imposed  wpoun  them  with  the  rest  of  the  burrowis  according  to  thair 
pairt  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  last,  for  procuiring,  manteaning,  and  assisting 
the  remanent  burrowis  of  thair  liberties  and  privilegis  according  to  thair 
power  and  abilitie,  quhervnto  the  said  Donald  Cameron  consentit  and 
agreed  and  tuik  instrumentis  thairwpon  and  band  and  oblisched  him  for 
sending  of  the  band   to  the  nixt  generall  conventione;   lykas,  Maister 
James  Campble,  present  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumbartan,  band 
and    oblisched    him    as    cautioner    and    sovertie    for    the    said    Donald 
Camerone  for  fullfiUing  of  the  premissis  wnder  the  paine  of  xl  lib.  ;  and 
ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  comissioner  sufficientlie  instructed  for 
stenting  of  the  said  burghe  of  Inueraray,  and  this  to  be  an  e  heid  of  the 
nixt  missiv.     As  also  compeared  Maister  James  Campbell,  comissioner  for 
the  burgh  of  Dumbartane,  and  protestit  the  inroUment  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Inueraray  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  royall  burrowis  sould  not  be 
prejudicial!  to  the  libertie  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartane  nor  to  any 
actione  that  they  may  intend  befoir  the  lordis  against  them  and  thair 
liberties,  to  quhom  the  saidis  comissioneris  reservis  actioim  prowt  de  jure, 

(Signed)      Don.  Camerone.     J.  Campbell,  Cautioner. 

Complent,  21.  A  supplication  having  been  given  in  by  Robert  Gibson  and  David 

Gibeone,  Plon-  Plenderleyth,  merchants  in  Edinburgh,  against  the  conservator,  for  wrong  done 

burgh,  miflsiTe.  to  them  and  other  neighbours,  the  commissioners  "  finding  the  samyn   to  be 

verie  scandalous  and  to  reflexe  much  wpon  the  conservatoris  credit "  ordained  the 

supplicants  to  find  caution  to  prosecute  the  complaint  and  pay  a  penalty  if  they 

fail  in  proving  it. 


Precentor  at 

Camphoir, 

school. 


25  July  1649. 

22.  At  the  desire  of    the  minister  and   session   of  the   English   kirk   at 
Campheir,  the  commissioners    approved    of   the    admission  of  Mr  Alexander 
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Cuming  to  be  precentor,  "  and  for  keipping  of  ane  Scotis  scooll  at  the  said  toun  Edinburgh. 
of  Campheir,"  in  place  of  Thomas  Muirhead  deceased.  25  July  3649. 

23.  The  coramissionera  ratified  and  approved  all  acts  of  burghs  made  anent  Ministers  dues, 
payment  of  the  minister's  dues  at  the  staple  port  and  ordained  payment  to  be 
made  of  the  same. 

24.  The  conservator  haveing  presentit  to  the  commissioneris  of  the  Staple  port. 
buTTOwis  the   frane .  of  the  signe  of  the   staple   port  of  Campheir,  the 
present    commissioneris  does  approve   the  frane  of  the  said  signe  and 
ordaines  the  said  conservator  to  send  the  double  of  the  samyne  exactlie 

done  to  them  be  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of  burrowis. 

25.  Anent    the   complaint   givin    in   to   the   burrowis    be    niaister  ^^^^^^''» 
William  Arnot,  maister  of  the  consergerie  hous,  complaining  of  the  ill 

ordor  keiped  in  the  said  hous  be  merchandis  and  thair  servandis  and 
maisteris  of  schippis  resorting  to  the  staple  port  at  Campheir,  which  is 
especiallie  occasioned  by  reasoun  of  certane  Scottis  houssis  in  Campheir 
quhich  both  ludges  and  gives  dyet  to  severall  merchandis  and  skipperis 
resorting  thither,  notwithstanding  of  sindrie  actis  of  burrowis  dischairge- 
ing  the  samyne  ;  as  also  that  the  saidis  persones  ar  not  free  with  the 
natione,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  the 
said  complaint,  and  finding  the  samyne  verie  prejudiciall  and  tending 
much  to  the  ruyne  and  vndoeing  of  thair  consergerie  hous,  thairfoir  they 
ratefie  and  approve  all  actis  formerlie  maid  dischargeing  all  factoris  and 
vnfree  persounes  at  Campheir  from  taping  or  selling  of  wyne,  ale,  or  beir 
within  the  towne  of  Campheir,  or  keiping  of  dyet  to  the  saidis  merchan- 
dis or  wtheris  resorteing  thither,  wnder  the  paines  contained  in  the  saidis 
actis,  and  ordanes  all  merchandis  and  thair  servandis  and  maisteris  of 
schippis  to  keip  thair  ordinar  at  the  said  hous,  and  thos  that  keip  not  the 
ordinar  hour  of  dyet  to  pay  as  if  they  wer  present,  and  ordaines  the  said 
maister  of  the  consergerie  hous  to  provyd  the  samyne  sufficientlie  with  good 
wictuall  and  good  and  suflBeient  drinking  beir,  and  to  provyd  suflBcient 
ludging  for  thes  quhom  he  cannot  ludge  convenientle  himselflT,  and 
ordaines  the  conservator  to  sie  the  saidis  actis  put  in  executione. 

26.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartan,  Lanrick,  and  Ramfrow,  to  Air,  Irving, 
deal  for  agreement  of  the  difference  between  Air  and  Irving  anent  the  imprison- 
ment by  the  burgh  of  Irvine  of  a  burgess  of  Air. 
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Edinburgh.  27.   The  comissioners  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  serious  considera- 

5  July  1649.  ^\q^q  ]^q^  much  the  merchand  tread  and  commerce  of  the  kingdome  to 
chMid^S-ead^in  ^^®  Netherlandis  thes  many  yeans  hes  bein  and  still  is  obstructed, 
Netherlands.  wTonged,  and  maniefastlie  damnified  by  enterloperis,  lorendryvers,  staple- 
breakeris  and  strangeris,  who  most  subtillie  indevour  to  draw  the  verie 
substance  and  trafiick  of  this  kingdome  into  thair  privat  nettis,  to  the 
apparent  inevitable  overthrow  of  the  merchand  adventureris  and  consequent- 
lie  the  ruyne  of  the  sea  tread  of  this  cuntrie,  and  being  verie  sensible 
thairof,  and  no  less  willing  and  desyrous  by  all  meanes  possible  to  pre- 
vent, remeid,  and  hinder  the  same,  to  the  end  that  in  tymes  cuming 
thair  staiple  in  the  Low  Cuntreyes  (for  the  present  at  Campheir  in  Zeland) 
may  be  keipit  inviolable  one  thair  pairt,  and  also  for  the  better  ordouring 
of  matteris  and  avoyding  the  many  questiones,  pleaes,  and  abusses  and 
dissorderis  and  wther  inconveniences  at  thair  staple  port  affoirsaid, 
have  thairfor  heerby  not  onlie  renewed,  approven,  ratefied  and  confirmed 
all  and  quhatsumever  actis  of  burrowis  maid  in  tymes  past  to  that  pur- 
pose, but  also  with  full  deliberatioun  and  vnanimous  consent  further 
ordained  and  be  thir  presentis  ordaines — 

(1.)  That  all  maisteris  of  schippis  be  straitlie  bound  and  inacted  to 
take  no  staple  waris  aboard  but  such  as  ar  intended  for  and  directed  to 
the  staple  port,  and  that  he  or  thay  wpoun  thair  aryvall  at  any  wther 
place  within  the  Low  Cuntreyes  to  be  obleadged  befoir  his  departure  furth 
of  the  cuntrie  to  report  to  the  conservator  or  his  deput  the  quantitie, 
qualitie,  and  the  rycht  owneris  names  of  the  saidis  goodis,  or  to  transport, 
or  caus  be  transported  all  staple  wair  to  the  staple  port,  and  to  report  ane 
testificat  thairof  wnder  the  conservatouris  hand  or  his  deputis  or  clerk 
testiefieing  the  same,  wnder  the  pane  of  paying  the  double  of  his  fraucht 
(2.)  That  all  merchandis  and  burgessis  within  this  kingdome  be 
inhibited  and  forbidden  to  schipp  or  loaden  any  staple  waires  into  Dutche 
schippis,  or  any  other  stranger  schippis,  but  wpoun  and  efter  sufficient 
securitie  by  them  givin  to  the  magistratis  of  the  burgh  quhair  they 
resyd  that  such  good  ar  by  them  intended  and  directed  be  them  to  na 
wther  place,  and  that  they  sail  not  be  offered,  vented,  nor  sold  but  at  the 
staple  port,  and  to  returne  ane  certificat  thairof  in  manner  foirsaid 
wnder  the  paine  of  ane  vnlaw  of  the  value  of  the  4  pairt  of  thair  goodis. 
(3.)  That  vpoun  complaint  of  the  conservatour  or  his  deputis  against 


< 
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any  merchand  skipper  or  wtheris  who  sail  have  broken  the  staple  and  is  o^T^^^^ft^g 
escaped  his   hand  and  punischment  in  the  Low  Cuntryes,    the   pairtie 


offender  salbe  cited  befoir  the  burrowis  and  thair  mak  present  satisfactione  chand  tread  in 
to  the  rigour  for  his  fault  or  find  sufficient  cautioun  and  be  referred  back  Netherlands, 
to  the  conservator. 

(4.)  That  all  merchandis  and  factoris  at  the  staple  port  be  inhibited 
and  discharged  frome  selling  any  staple  wairis  to  any  persoun  or  persounes 
quho  salbe  knowin  and  proved  to  have  bought  or  caused  to  be  bought  for 
thair  vse,  directlie  or  indirectlie,  any  plaides,  skynnes,  hyddis,  carsayes,  or 
any  wther  sort  of  Scottis  staple  waires,  ather  at  Roterdame,  Amsterdame, 
or  any  wther  place  within  the  sevintein  provinces  by  and  beyound  the 
staple  port,  wnder  the  paine  and  wnlaw  of  tuentie  pundis,  Fleymes,  for 
everie  tyme  they  sail  transgres. 

(5.)  That  they  be  lykwys  inhibited,  wnder  the  paine  and  vnlaw 
affoirsaid,  to  sell  any  staple  wairis  to  Dutch  burgessis,  merchandis,  or 
factoris,  to  be  layed  wp  for  thair  own  vs  or  in  commissione  and  for  the  vs 
of  any  persoun  or  persounes  quho  salbe  knowin  ane  treader  and  buyar  of 
staple  wairis  in  vther  places  nor  at  the  staple  port,  directlie  or  indirectlie. 

(6.)  That  in  caice  any  goodis  be  damnified  or  inlaiking  in  any  schipe 
the  factoris  or  pairtie  interessed  sail  give  notice  thairof  to  the  conservator 
within  four  dayes  efter  wnloading  of  the  said  schipp,  vtherwys  to  have 
no  actione  against  the  skipper. 

(7.)  That  the  factoris  in  thair  owin  persounes,  or  speciall  servandis 
in  thair  absence,  to  attend  wpoun  the  lossing  and  loading  of  the  schippis, 
as  also  the  skipperis  or  thair  clarkis  to  do  the  same. 

(8.)  As  also  discharging  all  merchandis  or  thair  servandis  and  all 
persouns  quhatsumever  (not  being  lawfullie  admitted  and  entered  in  the 
conservatorie  court  book)  to  play  the  factor  in  buying  nor  selling  any 
staple  wairis  but  quhat  belongeth  to  themselves  and  for  thair  owin  and 
maisteris  accompt,  to  the  end  that  the  factoris  may  the  better  attend 
wpoun  thair  calling  and  not  be  constrained  to  play  the  merchand  or 
schift  wtherwys  for  thair  leyving  contrair  to  thair  oath  and  act  of  burrowis. 

(9.)  Ordaining  the  factoris  to  meit  and  conveen  at  certane  set  tymes, 
but  especiallie  in  October  and  Februarie,  or  wpoun  any  sudden  alteratione 
or  fear  of  change,  in  presens  of  the  conservator,  to  draw  wpe  ane  comoun 
informatioun  tucheing  the  pryces  of  all  staple  wairis  and  appearance  of  the 
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Edinburgh,     mercat  wnyformalie,  [that]  they  may  give  notice  and  trew  advertisment  to 

— -^ thair  merchandis  in  due  tyme  according  to  the  list  and  prescript,  to  which 

chanVtreTdVn  ^^^Y  ought  to  be  tyed  wnder  ane  certane  penaltie  and  not  to  be  suffered 
Netherlands,    everio  One  to  wreat  of  the  estate  of  the  mercat  at  randome  as  oftentymes 
they  doe  muche  abone  the  rate  to  the  great  prejudice  of  thair  merchandis 
who  efterward  find  the  smart  thairof. 

(1 0.)  That  all  skipperis  cuming  to  the  staple  port  with  staple  waires 
sail  have  ane  formall  chartour  pairtie  for  the  pryce  of  thair  conditioned 
fraucht  subscriuit  be  ane  competent  number  of  thair  merchandis 
frauchteris,  to  the  end  that  all  questiones  arysing  ordinarilie  wpoun  the 
different  wrytingis  of  merchandis  to  thair  factoris  may  be  avoyded. 

(11).  That  the  skipper,  immediatelie  wpoun  thair  aryvall  at  the 
staple  port,  delyver  thair  coquetis  to  the  conservator  or  his  dark,  to  the 
end  that  the  entres  in  the  custome  hous  thar  of  alL  staple  wairis  may  be 
maid  be  the  conservator  dark,  and  that  no  wther  persoun  or  persones  to 
tak  wpoun  hand  to  wreat  the  samyne,  that  so  all  disordour  and  iuconveni- 
encies  arysing  thairfra  may  be  prevented. 

(J  2.)  That  the  merchandis  assignmendis  wpoun  the  factoris  or  the 
factoris  notes  and  promeis  for  accompt  of  thair  merchandis  may  be  absolut 
payment  to  the  merchandis  and  induellers  in  the  Low  Cuntreyes,  and 
especiallie  at  the  staple  port  and  other  townes  within  the  Isle  of  Walche, 
and  that  all  factoris  and  merchandis  sail  ceas  to  bargane  with  any  in  the 
said  Low  Cuntreyes  and  lUand  that  will  not  consent  to  the  premissis. 

(1 3.)  That  the  conservator  grant  no  warrantis  of  arrestment  wpone 
any  persones  goodis  or  moneyes,  vnles  the  pairtie  arrester  find  sufficient 
cautioun  to  persew  his  actioun  in  tyme  convenient  befoir  the  conservator 
court,  and  incaice  of  failye  or  that  efter  the  proces  be  intendit,  hard,  and 
discussed,  he  be  found  in  the  wrong,  to  pay  all  coast,  skaith,  and  damnage, 
interest  and  expenssis  of  the  pairtie  innocent  defender. 

(14.)  That  no  factor  or  wther  priuiledged  persone  or  persones  resi- 
dentis  at  the  said  staple  port  salbe  cited  to  compear  personallie  befoir 
the  burrowis  at  the  instance  of  any  merchand  or  indueller  in  this  king- 
dome  vnles  the  pairtie  complaner  first  have  fund  and  put  in  sufficient 
cautione  for  payment  of  all  lawful!  charges  and  expenssis  of  the  pairtie 
cited,  at  the  discretione  and  modificatione  of  the  saidis  burrowis,  incaice 
he   be  declaired  and  found  innocent  and  absolved,  but  that  the 
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factoris  and  priviledged  persones  of  the  Scotis  natione  resyding  at  the  Edinburgh. 
staple  port  for  pryvat  questiones  and  difiFerences  between  them  and  any 


merchand  or  subject  of  this  kingdome  salbe  first  legallie  persewed  befoir  chand^rea^  k 
the  conservatorie  court  as  thair  ordinarie  judge  at  the  staple  port  and  not  Netherianda. 
to  be  cited  and  called  home  to  this  kingdome  so  long  as  he  refuseth  not  to 
compear,  ansuer,  and  submijt  himselff  to  the  said  conservator  his  competent 
judge  and  to  obey  and  performe  the  sentences  and  decreitis  thairof,  and 
this  for  eschewing  of  severall  inconveniences  that  may  follow  heirwpown. 
(15.)  That  the  conservator  be  authorized  and  requyred  ex  offixiio  to  see 
the  latter  willis  and  testamentis  of  deceased  factouris  and  all  wtheris  of 
the  Scotisch  natioune  residentis  at  the  staple  port  duelie  performed  and 
put   in  execution,  thair  children  and  orphanes  and  wtheris  thair  airis, 
belonging  or  subject  to  the  staple,  provyded  with  honest  responsible  tutouris 
and  administratouris  who  ar  to  find  suflScient  cautioun  (if  requyred)  for 
thair  intromisaione  and  faithfulnes  and  not  to  dispone  of  any  meanes  or 
moneyis,  good  is  or  geir,  moveable  or  immoveable,  without  speciall  consent 
and  approbatione  of  the  conservator;  and  that  hencefurth  no  testamentis  or 
latter   willis  be  maid  be  any  of   the    natione  residenter  or   occasionlie 
attending  his  effairs  at  the  staple  port  but  by  the  conservator  dark,  and  to 
be  recorded  by  him  in  the  conservatorie  court  bookis  ;  and  all  vther  testa- 
mentis, latter  willis,  and  wreatis  drawin  wp,  penned,  and  past  befoir  any 
wther  dark,  nottar,  or  secretarie,  or  whatsumever  persoun  or  wreater  els, 
to  be  null  and  voyd  wntill  the  same  be  maid  au  then  tick  and  have  the 
approbatione  of  the  conservator  or  his  deputis  ;  and  if  any  persoun,  man 
or  woman,  merchand  or  factor,  or  any  wther  residenter  or  treader,  at  or 
wnder  the  subjectione  and  privileges  of  the  staple,  happin  to  depairt  this 
lyff  within  the  Low  Cuntreyes  without  haveing  maid  any  latter  will  or 
testament,  in  such  ane  caice  the  conservator  sail  caus  his  dark  tak  ane 
particular  inventar  of  the  estat,  goods  and  geir  of  the  defunct,  and  have 
ane  speciall  cair  that  the  same  be  farthcumand  to  the  creditouris  and  lawful! 
airis  according  to  equitie  and  conscience  and  the  lawis  of  this  kingdome. 
(16.)  As  also  the  saidis  commissioneris  declaires  that  all  factoris  and 
wtheris  publict  or  privat  persones  belonging  to  the  Scotis  natione  and 
staple,  thair  widowis,  children  and  airis,  salbe  and  remaine  subject  to  the 
lawis  of  this  kingdome  ay  and  whill  they  have  payed  all  and  whole  the 
debtis  of  the  defunct  due  and  justlie  oweing  to  any  persone  or  persones 
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Edinburgh,      subjectis  to  this  kingdome  or  staple  aforesaid,   or  find  sufficient  cautioun 
— ^ —  *   to  the  conservator  to  that  effect,  which  being  performed  they  sail  then 
chanVtr^^  tave    libertie    (if  they   pleas    that    thair  occasioun   doe  so   requyre)    to 
Netberlandfl.    renunce  and  be  by  the  conservator  liberat  fra  thair  said  subjectione,  pro- 
vyding    they  pay  for    ther  said  exoneratione  and    libertie    to    the  con- 
servator or  his  deputis  according  to  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  of  thair 
whole  free  estat,  for  the  which  the  conservator  sail  have  libertie  to  agree 
and  compound,  and  the  same  to  be  for  the  vs  of  the  burrowis. 

(17.)  That  the  conservator  sail  expresslie  inhibit  the  factoris  and 
wtheris  of  the  Scotis  natioun  residing  and  traficquing  at  the  staple  port 
not  to  buy,  provyd,  and  send  home  to  Scotland,  nor  yet  to  advance  or 
ansuer  any  money  nor  pass  thair  word,  band,  tickit,  bill  or  credit  for  any 
armes  or  amonitioun  bought  in  the  Low  Cuntreyes  or  any  wther  place 
els  for  the  accompt  or  vs  of  any  knowin  malignantis  or  enemies  to  the 
good  cans  and  covenant  of  this  kingdome,  and  to  punisch  and  tak  order 
with  such  as  sail  transgres. 

(18.)  That  whosoever  accuseth  the  conservator  vnjustlie,  or  his  deputis, 

or  by  fals  complaintis  or  misinformatiounes  causeth  him  or  them  or  any 

of  them  to  be  cited  to  compeir  befoir  the  burrowis,  sail  wpoun  convictioun 

of  the  same  be  condemned  in  the  penaltie  of  500  merkes  by  and  attouer 

the  conservatour  and  his  deputis  charges,  expences,  or  dammage,  and   to 

find  sufficient  cautioun  to  that  effect  befoir  he  sail  be  admitted  to  give  in 

his  complaint  or  rais  any  letteris  of  citatioun  against  them. 

Letter,  Prince  28.   The  present  commissioneris  ordaings  thair  generall  dark  in  thair 

ciark*nu«iTe.  names  to  wreat  ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  Marqueis 

of  Campheir  intreating  his  hienes  to  recomend  eamestlie  to  the  lordis  of 

the   admiralitie  of  Zcland  to  provyd   ordinarie  convoyes  for   our  staple 

Bchippis,   as   also   that  his  hienos   may  be  pleased  to  countenance  and 

acknowledge  the  present  conservator  Thomas  Cuninghame  and  to  per- 

forme  conditiones  to  him  and  not  to  admitt  any  vther  in  that  qualitic ;  as 

also  to  wreat  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  desyring  them  not  to  heir  nor 

determine  no  matteris  of  proces  concerning  ony  of  our  natione  till  first  they 

have  givin  notice  and  requyred  the  presens  of  the  conservator  according  to 

the  staple  contract,  as  also  to  perform  all  duetie  to  the  conservator  both 

bygain  and  future  and  not  to  deteane  the  samyn  any  longer  frome  him,  farr 

les  to  countenance  or  acknowledge  any  other  pcrsoun  in  that  qualitie. 
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29.  The  present  comissioneris  wpoun  weigh  tie  consideratiounes  and  Edinburgh. 
reasones  moveing  them  have  recalled  and  be  thir  presentis  recallis  the  ^ 


act  of  the  conventioun  hauldin  at  the  burgh  of  [Jedburgh]  the  [8th]  day  ing. 
of  [July]  j™  vj*^  [xxx]  yearis  wherby  the  factoris  of  Campheir  wer 
inhibited  to  marie  wnder  the  paine  of  deprivatione  of  thair  offices, 
and  doe  heirby  further  declair  that  the  factoris  affi)irsaid  sail  hence- 
furth  have  libertie  to  marie  when  and  quhersoever  ane  honest  match  and 
lawfuU  occasione  sail  present,  provyding  alvayes  that  befoir  the  celebra- 
tione  of  the  mariadg  they  pay  to  the  conservator,  as  ane  acknowlegment 
for  thair  said  libertie,  such  ane  sowme  of  money  as  his  lordship  sail  judg 
in  discretione  to  be  ansuerable  to  thair  present  meanes  and  estate,  so 
being  that  the  said  recognitione  exceid  not  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth 
nor  be  lower  nor  tuentie  pundis,  Fleymisch  money,  for  the  vs  of  the 
burrowis. 

30.  The  commissioners,  considering  that  the  fees  allowed  by  act  of  con-  ^®°^"^^ 
vention  held  at  Kirkcaldie  9th  August  1644   to  the  conservators  clerk  and  ceris fees, 
officer  are  insufficient  "to  manteine  them  in  any  honest  fiischione,"  aUowed 

the  clerk  thirty  stivers  or  five  shillings,  Flemish  money,  and  the  officei's  fifteen 
stivers  for  every  action  called  in  the  conservatory  court,  and  for  other  employ- 
ment as  the  conservator  shall  appoint. 

31.  The   present   comissioneris,    taking  to  consideratione  that  thair  Kirk-sosdoun 
will  not  alwayis  be  found  at  the  staple  port  ane  sufficient  number  of  dis-  *      ™^  ^^' 
creit  and  qualified   merchandis   at  the  staple  port  to  sit  as  iudges  and 
assistoris  with   the   conservator  quhen  severall  necessar   occasiones  will 

occurr,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  ordanes  that  in  caice  of  neces- 
sitie  and  want  of  such  merchandis  so  qualified  that  the  conservator 
deput  thes  persones  that  ar  elderis,  decones  for  the  tyme,  and  the 
maister  of  the  conserjorie  hous  for  the  tyme,  or  any  of  them  not  being 
pairties  interessed  and  being  thairwnto  requyred  by  the  conservator,  salbe 
obledged  and  ar  heirby  authoreised  to  sit  as  assessoris  and  judges  with  the 
conservator  in  his  courtis  for  the  due  administratioune  of  justice  to  the 
subjectis  of  this  kingdome  residentis  and  trafickeris  at  the  staple  port 
afoirsaid  in  all  tymes  cuming. 

32.  The   present  comissioneris  haveing  considdert  the  large  remon-  Coanmaisteris, 
strance  and  informatioun  givin  in  by  Thomas  Cuninghame,  present  con-  ment,  stopU 
servator,  tuiching  sea  and  bume  coall,   and  his  proceidingis  with  the  comoditio. 

2  Y 
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Edinburgh,     magistrattis  of  Campheir  to  have  the  saidis  coallis  declared  ane  staple 
— IiZ_ — 1- comoditie,  togither  with  the  groundis    and  reasouns  mentioned  in    his 
act ofpftfiia-""  Said   remonstrance,   hes  approven  and   by  thes   presentis    doe    heartilie 
biiwi^  wMd-  *PP^^^  ^f  ^^  same  and  all  the  partis  therof,  declairing  heirby  that  they 
lis  ane  staple    ar  willing  and  desyrows  for  thair  pairtis  that  no  coallis  be  transported  out 
missiye.  '       of  the  kingdome  to  any  place  in  the  Low  Cuntreyes  except  onlie  to  the 
staple  port  of  Campheir,  and  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  tak  effect  and 
be  established  by  ane  act   of  parliament  or  secreit   counsall  they  have 
nominated  and  appointed  the  comissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  St 
Androis,  Kirkcaldie  and  Dysert,  or  any  three  of  them,  togither  with  the 
conservator  foirsaid  who  {hlavk)  to   meit  with,  confer,  and   informe  the 
noblemen,  gentilhnen,  and  wtheris  coaU  maisteris  within  this  kingdome, 
and  to  vs  the  lawfull  and  honorable  meanes  for  induceing  and  moveing 
of  them  to  condescend  thairvnto,  and  reallie  to  joyne  and  concurr  with 
the  burrowis  for  procuiring  the  said  act  of  parliament   or  act  of  secreit 
counsall,  and  firmlie  establisching  the  said  commoditie  to  be  staple  waires, 
and  for  bringing  this  matter  to  ane  absolut  perfectione  wpoun  the  termes 
and   conditiones    expressed    in   the    conservatoris   remonstrance    above- 
mentioned,  for  the  which  thes  presentis  salbe  wnto  them  ane  sufficient 
reasone,  and  the  saidis  burghis  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

Common  post.         ^^^  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  the  common  post  £23  for  attendance  at 
conventions. 

27  July  1649. 

Agent's  34.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  to  next  general  convention  their  shares  of 

drT*^  °^''    *^«  agent's  accounts,  extending  to  £201,  1  Ts.  4d.,  and  of  £b  sterUng  for  his  half- 
year  s  fee. 
Burrowis  35.  Ordained  the  agent  to  receive  from  John  Ramsay  such  papers  as  oon- 

^Qsayf^^  '  cems  the  buighs,  and  '^  allowed  to  Eamsay  800  merks  in  recompenoe  of  his  bygane 
extraordinarie  service.*' 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  S^SS?^ 


Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  James  Borthwick  ;  Pearth,  Patrick 
Eos ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar  ;  Aberdeine,  Johne  Jaffiay  ;  Stirling, 
Johne  Schort ;  Lynlithgow,  Lues  Monteith  ;  St  Androis,  James  Suord ; 
Glasgow,  George  Porterfeild  ;  Air,  Hew  Kennedie  ;  Dysart,  Dauid  Sym- 
sone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Quhyt ;  BruntiUand,  George  Gairdin ;  King- 
home,  John  Boswall ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  John 
Corsane  ;  Ramfrow,  Johne  SprewU  ;  Lanrick,  Gideon  Jacke ;  Caraill, 
Alexander  Cunninghame  ;  Rutherglen,  Andrew  Pincartoune.  [No  com- 
missioners from  the  other  thirty-nine  burghs.] 


25  May  1650. 
1.  Sir  James  Stewart,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.   Moderator. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  oflf  burrowis  appointis  the  burghes  of  BruntiUand, 
Edinburcht,  Glasgow,  Haddingtoun,  Stirling,  Air,  Coupar,  Kirkcaldie,  ^^  ^^' 
Dumbar,  Jedburgh  and  Quenisferrie,  or  ony  four  of  them,  to  visit  the 
burghis  and  berberies  of  BruntiUand  and  Kinghome  wpoun  Mononday 
immediatlie  preceiding  the  meiting  of  the  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis,  and  that  they  tak  speciall  notice  and  tryall  of  the  present 
conditione  and  estait  therof,  and  that  they  report  the  samyn  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

8  June  1650. 

3.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveened,  considering  Task  roll 
that  the  sowme  of  fourscoir  thowsand  merkis  is  now  ordained  be  act  of 
parliament  to  be  payed  by  the  royall  burrowis  in  lieu  of  thair  proportione 

of  foot  of  the  present  levie  which  they  sould  put  out  according  to  the 
listis  and  roUis  of  men  in  anno  1643,  thairfoir,  for  the  mair  equall  pay- 
ment of  the  said  sowme,  they  doe  appoint  ilk  burgh  to  pay  thair  propor- 
tiones  therof  according  to  thair  respective  maintenance,  and  the  particular 
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EDnrsuRGH. 
8  June  1650. 

TaztrolL 


proportione  of  the  said  sowme  payable  be  ilk  burgh  according  to  thair 
maintenance  is  as  followis  : — 


Edinburgh, 

Pearth,  . 

Dundie, 

Abirdein, 

Stirling, 

Linlithgow, 

St  Androis, 

Glasgow, 

Air, 

Haddingtoun, 

Dysart, 

Kirkcaldie, 

Coupar, 

Monros, 

Anstruther  Eister, 

Dumfreis, 

Innemes, 

Bruntilland, 

Innerkeything 

Kinghom, 

Brichane, 

Irving, 

Jedburgh, 

Eirkcudbricht, 

Wigtoun, 

Pitinweem, 

Dumfermling, 

Anstruther  "Wester, 

Selkirk, 


LI. 

19,200 
2,133 
3,733 
3,556 
686 
960 
1,777 
3,466 
746 
960 
746 
1,280 
586 
1,066 
426 
888 
1,333 
586 
266 
240 
320 
633 
480 
426 
373 
386 
463 
160 
366 


8.   D. 
0   0 

6  8 


6 
11 
13 


13 
13 
10 
13 

0 

13 
13 
13 
17 

6 
13 
13 


13 
6 


8 
2 
4 


0  0 
16  0 


4 
4 
0 
4 
0 
4 
4 
4 
9 
8 
4 
4 


0  0 

0  0 

6  8 

0  0 


4 
8 


11  2 

6  8 

0  0 

11  2 


Dumbartan, 
Ramfrow, 
Dumbar, 
Lanrick, 
Abirbrothock, 
Elgin,    . 
Peibles, 
Caraill,  . 
Taine,    . 
Calros,  . 
Bamff,  • 
Whythome, 
Forfar,  . 

Hothesay, 

Nairn,  . 

Forres,  . 

Rutherglen, 

North  Bervick, 

Cullan, . 

Lauder, 

Killreanie, 

Annand, 

Lochmaben, 

Sanqhar, 

G  alia  way, 

Dingwall, 

Quinisferie, 

Dornoch, 


LI. 

320 
213 
686 
320 
240 
356 
266 
686 
266 
240 
177 
106 
106 
160 
106 
160 
106 
106 
80 
186 
80 
63 
63 
63 
26 
63 
240 
80 


S.   D. 

0  0 


6 
13 


13 
13 
13 


13 

13 

0 

13 


6 

6 

13 

6 


8 

4 


0  0 

0  0 

11   2 


4 
4 
4 


0  0 
15  8 
13  4 
13  4 
0  0 
13  4 
0  0 
4 
4 
0 
6 


0  0 
6  8 


8 
8 

4 
8 


0  0 
0  0 


CommiMioiieni 
absent  from 
parliament 
wniawit. 


4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  the  great 
prejudice  that  thair  estait  susteanes  through  the  absence  of  severall 
comissioners  of  the  royall  burrowis  from  this  present  sessione  of  parlia- 
ment quherin  ther  hes  bein  bussienes  off  so  great  concernment  both  to 
religione,  the  saffietie  of  the  kingdome,  and  the  weall  of  the  whole  royall 
burrowis,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wnlawis  ilk 
burgh  that  have  not  sent  any  comissioneris  to  this  present  parliament 
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in  the  sam  wnlaw  appointed  be  act  of  parliament  to  be  payit  be  absentis,  Edinbuboh. 
and  ordaines  thair  agent  to  doe  his  exact  dilligence   against   them   in 


obteaning  payment  therof,  and  to  report  his  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  absent  from 
nixt  particular  eonventione  of  burrowis  that  sail  meit  at  the  nixt  sessione  J^J^^* 
off  parliament,  and  to  be  charged  thairwith  in  his  accomptis. 

5.  Ordadned  the  agent  to  pay  £48  to  the  ordinary  macers  for  their  attend-  Agent,  nuis- 
ance at  the  present  session  of  parliament.  "®"'* 

6.  The  present  comissioners  of  burrowis  finding  that  there  is  now  Adjourning 
bussienes  in  hand  that  concerns  the  good  of  religion  and  the  saffietie  and  tione  be  the 
peace  of  the  kirk  and  kingdome  befoir  the  parliament,  quhilk  is  likle  to  ^'*"^''^- 
mak   the   parliament  inclyne  to  command   the  present  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  that  attendis  the  parliament  to  stay  frome  the  melting  of  the 
generall   conventioun   of  burrowis  aproching,   and  that  fearing  that  the 
parliament  sould  send  thair  express  command  for  adjurning  that  melting, 
thairfoir   the   present   commissioneris   of  burrowis,   for  preserveing   the 
libertie  and  priviledg  of  the  royall  burrowis,  have  thought  it  fitter  that 

so  many  of  the  comissioners  of  burrowis  as  ar  present  at  the  generall 
conventioun  sould  adjoume  themselues  to  the  secound  day  of  October 
nixt,  to  meit  at  Coupar,  and  that  the  act  of  prorogatione  be  ane  sufficient 
intimatione  to  all  the  burrowis  of  the  said  melting,  and  appointis  ther 
dark  to  send  ane  express  to  them  to  schow  this  thair  vnanimous  desyx 
and  resolutione  and  the  necessitie  of  thair  stay,  wheranent  thes  salbe  to 
him  ane  sufficient  warrant. 

7.  Appointed  Mr  Robert  Barclay  and  three  others  "  to  reveis  the   aeentis  Agents 
accomptis  and  debursmentis  and  to  import."  ^^"'P*'- 


General  Convention,  held  at  Coijpar. 

Stirling,     Duncan    Nairn ;     Hadingtoun,     Harie    Sleich ;     Coupar,  Coupab. 
George  Jamesone,   James   Andersone  ;  Wigtoun,   Adam  M*Kie  ;    Dum-        ^ 
fermling,    William   Walker ;    Abirbrothock,    Dauid    Ramsay ;    Peibles, 
Dauid  Plenderleyth  ;    Culros,   George  Wilsone  ;    Cullen,  John  Ogiluie. 
[No  commissioners  from  the  other  forty-nine  burghs.] 
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COUPAR. 

2  July  1650. 
Moderator. 

Approach  of 
English  army, 
coDTention 
prorogated. 


2  July  1650. 

1.  George  Jamesone,  first  in  commission  for  Coupar,  elected  moderator. 

2.  The  same  day,  forsameikle  as  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
taking  to  thair  consideratioun  the  imminent  danger  quherin  the  estat  of 
kirk  and  kingdome  within  this  kingdome  at  this  tyme  standis  through 
the  unexpectit  aproches  of  the  Inglisch  armies  to  this  kingdom  both  by 
sea  and  land,  threatning  no  les  then  the  ruyne  of  both,  except  the  Lord 
prevent  the  samyn,  and  finding  themselues  obliged  in  conscience  to  pre- 
fer the  pubick  weall  of  kirk  and  kingdome  to  thair  awin  privat  interest^ 
and  that  the  eSairis  now  in  hand  will  not  convenientlie  allow  to  thame 
so  long  tyme  as  to  agitat  and  conclud  wpone  the  heidis  of  the  missive 
and  wther  necessar  efifairis  that  concernes  the  estait  of  burrowis,  thairfoir 
have  prorogat  and  conteanewed,  lyk  as  they  be  thir  presentis  prorogatis 
and  cont^anewis  this  present  generall  melting  of  burrowis  to  the  first  day 
of  October  nixt,  being  the  first  of  that  moneth,  to  be  at  the  said  burgh 
of  Coupar,  and  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  send  ther  comissioneris  sufiScientlie 
instructit  for  attending  the  said  meiting  the  said  day  wnder  the  paines 
contained  in  the  missive,  and  ordaines  this  present  act  to  be  ane  suffi- 
cient waiming  to  the  burrowis  heir  present  for  keiping  the  said  dyet,  and 
the  samyn  to  be  intimat  to  the  remanent  burrowis  that  ar  absent,  and 
that  ilk  burgh  intimat  the  samyn  to  thair  burghis  at  thair  home  cuming, 
and  contenewis  the  haill  heidis  of  the  missive  to  be  resolved  and  con- 
cludit  wpon  at  the  said  tyme  in  eodem  statu  quo  nunc  sun^ 


Edinbukoh. 
12  August 
1652. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


In  the  Generall  Conventione  of  Burrowis  hauldin  at  the  burgh  of 

Edinburgh,  in  obedience  to  the  declaratione  of  the  commissioneris 

of  the  parliament  of  the  Commounwealth  of  England,  for  the 

tyme  residing  at  Dalkeyth,  quhilk  declaratione  is  of  the  dait  the 

tuentie  fyft  day  of  Merche  j°  vj®  and  fyftie  tuo  yeiris. 

CommiBsionen.        Edinburgh,   Johne  Jossie,   Johne  Milne  ;  Fearth,   Andrew  Butter ; 

Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume  ;  Abirdein,  George  Cullen  ;  Stirling, 

William  Barclay  ;  Lynlithgow,  Andrew  Glen  ;  St  Androis,  James  Suord  ; 
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Glasgow,  Daniell  Wallace  ;  Hadingtoun,  John  M*Coull ;  Dysart,  James  EDnrauROH. 
Halyburtoim ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Law  ;  Monros,  James  Pedie ;  Coupar,  i662. 


George  Jamiesone  ;  Innemes,  Johne  Forbes  ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  CommiBaonm 
Innerkeything,  Robert  Broun ;  Kinghome,  Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Brichane, 
Dauid  Donaldsone  ;  Jedburgh,  Robert  Rutherfuird ;  Wigtoun,  Thomas 
Stewart ;  Pitinweme,  George  Suyne ;  Selkirk,  Mr  John  Angus ;  Dum- 
bartan,  William  Campbell;  Dumbar,  Thomas  Purves;  Abirbrothock, 
Thomas  Hamiltoun ;  Elgin,  George  Cuming  ;  Tain,  Andrew  M'Culloch ; 
Culros,  John  Bumesyd  ;  Bamff,  Thomas  SydserflF;  Whithome,  Patrick 
Douglas ;  Forfar,  George  Wood ;  Forres,  Robert  Cook  ;  Rutherglen, 
Andrew  Scot ;  Northberwick,  John  Livingtoun  ;  Cullen,  James  Forseith  ; 
Queinsferie,  Williame  Dundas ;  Dornoch,  Mr  Robert  Gordoun ;  Air, 
Anstruther  Eister,  Dumfreis,  Irving,  Kirkcudbricht,  Dumfermeling, 
Anstruther  Wester,  Ramfrow,  Lanrick,  Peibles,  Caraill,  Rothesay,  Naime, 
Lauder,  Killrennie,  Annand,  Lochmabein,  Sanchar,  Galloway,  and  Ding- 
wall (blank). 

12  August  1652. 

1.  John  Jessie,  bailie,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

2.  Appointed  the  hours  of  meeting  to  be  precisely  kept,  and  late  comers  Hours  of 
unlawed.  moiting. 

3.  Ordained  that  *^  no  man  sail  speik  the  tyme  of  ane  other  mans  speiking  SpeDdng. 
nor  without  leive  askit  and  givine." 

4.  The  saidis  comissioneris  appointis  Johne  Jossie  for  Edinburgh,  Sir  Examinatons 
Alexander  Wederbum,  comissioner  for  Dundie,  and  George  Cullen  for  ^  ^™°"^®'^ 
Abirdein,  Andrew  Glen  for  Lithgow,  James  Suord  for  Saint  Androis,  to 

examyn  the  comissionis  producit  and  to  report  thair  oppinione  thairanent 
in  sua  far  as  doeth  conceme  the  qualificationes  prescrybed  be  the  actis  of 
burrowis. 

13  August  1652. 

5.  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  pi*eceding  act  reported  ^  that  all  the  Examinatione 
commissiouns  exhibit  at  this  conventione  wer  all  qualified  according  to  declara-  ^S^^^" 
tione  of  the  parliament  of  England  and  actis  of  burrowis,  except"  those  of 
Anstruther  Eister,  Bamff,  Queinsferrie  and  D6moch, — the  first  be(»iuae  the  per* 
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Edinburoh.      son  appointed  was  not  qualified  and  the  commission  limited  and  revocable,  and 
ifist"^**^        the  other  three  because  the  persons  named  were  not  residenters  trading  in  their 

— '— — : burghs.     The  report  was  approved  of  under  protest  of  the  persons  objected  to 

STthe  com^°^   that  they  would  adhere  to  their  commissions  "  and  onlie  be  lyable  to  the  judg- 
missiones.         ment  of  the  Inglish  commissioneris." 

Suppiicatione,  6.  The  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  takand  to  thair  consideratione 

tbie^^^ifl*^      ^^^^  ^  ^^^  saidis  four  commissioneris  wer  admitted  to  sit  as  memberis  at 
against  4         thair  meitine:  the  actis  and  privileedis  of  the  burrowis  wold  be  cleirlie 

wnrne  mem-  .  .  . 

ben.  infringed,  and  that  it  wes  incombent  to  them  to  give  ane  suppiicatione  to 

the  Inglis  judgis  appointed  for  reveising  of  commissionis  desyring  that 
nothing  may  be  done  in  relatione  to  the  saids  four  comissionis  contrar  to 
the  standing  actis  and  privelegiis  of  the  burrowis,  and  doe  nominat  and 
appoint  the  comissioneris  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  and 
St  Androis  to  delyver  the  samyn  petitione  to  the  saidis  judgis,  which 
suppiicatione  wes  accordinglie  delyverit  to  Judge  Smyth  [and]  Judge 
March,  in  name  and  in  presence  of  the  rest  of  the  judgis. 

18  August  1652. 

SuppKcatione  ^*  ^^  presence  of  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  compeared  person- 

burrowistothe  allie  Judge  Mosley,  Judge  Smyth,  Judge  Owen,  and  Judge  Marcli,to  quhome 
the  said  John  Jossie,  moderator  forsaid,  did  declair  that  thair  had  bein  ane 
suppiicatione  presented  to  theme  in  relatione  to  the  saidis  four  commis- 
sioneris questioned  be  the  saidis  commissioneris  of  burrowis  as  inconsistent 
with  the  actis  and  privileges  of  the  saidis  burrowis,  to  the  quhilk  it  wes 
replyed  be  the  said  Judge  March  and  Judge  Smyth  that  efter  considera- 
tione of  the  said  petitione  and  the  declaratione  of  the  parliament  of 
England  and  the  power  and  comissione  granted  to  the  saidis  judgis  for 
reveising  of  the  saidis  commissiones  quhairby  they  find  that  ther  wes  no 
qualificationis  requyrit  to  comissionis  or  comissioneris  but  such  as  ar  con- 
tained in  the  declaratione  forsaid ;  quhairwpon  the  said  Johne  Jossie, 
moderator  forsaid,  declaired  that  he  wes  commandit  to  signifie  to  thair 
honouris  that  the  burrowis  wer  verie  desyrous  to  goe  allongis  for  promove- 
ing  of  the  vnione  specifeit  in  the  said  declaratione  and  that  all  obstruc- 
tionis  might  be  remowed  furth  of  the  way,  and  that  for  preservatione  of 
thair  privileges  the  saidis  free  burrowis  thocht  fit  to  mak  thair  protesta- 
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tione  thairanent  in  presence  of  thair  honouris,  of  the  quhilk  protestation e  Edinburgh. 
the  tenor  followis : — The  commissioners  of  the  free  burrowis  of  Scotland  now  1652!^^^ 


convened  by  authoritie  of  the  parliament  of  the  comon wealth  of  England  Election  of 
for  electing  sevin  persones  to  represent  all  the  saidis  turrowis  consenting  thrSu^i^to 
to  the  unione  of  Scotland  in  ane  comoun wealth  with  England,  to  attend  the  f^  ^  ingiand 

.  .  for  mftlnng  vp 

parliament  of  England  or  such  as  they  sail  appoint,  as  is  directed  by  the  the  vnioun. 
declaratione  bearing  dait  the  25  day  of  Merch  1652  yeiris  and  to  haue 
power  for  eflfecting  the  matteris  expressed  in  said  declaratione,  considder- 
ing  that  the  personis  wndirwrittin,  viz.,  Mr  Patrick  Hay,  Thomas  Syd- 
serff,  William  Dundas,  and  Mr  Robert  Gordoun  ar  elected  comissioneris 
frome  the  burghis  of  Anstruther  Eister,  BamfF,  Quenisferie  and  Dornoch, 
be  wertew  of  the  several  comissionis  granted  to  them,  which  comissioneris, 
althocht  they  be  allowed  be  the  honorabill  English  comissioneris  appointed 
for  reveising  of  the  comissionis  as  agreeable  to  the  forme  of  the  comissione 
set  doun  in  the  declaratione  emitted  by  the  parliament  of  the  comoun - 
wealth  of  England,  yit  considdering  that  the  aboue-mentioned  comissionis 
ar  in  materiall  pointis  concerning  the  qualificatione  of  the  personis  comis- 
sionated  contrar  to  the  liberties  and  practisses  of  the  saidis  free  burrowis 
of  this  natione  in  all  former  tymes  obserued  towardis  the  electione  of 
comissioneris  to  publict  meiting  and  conventionis,  as,  namelie,  that  it  hes 
euer  bein  thair  especiall  richt  and  custome  to  elect  no  comissioneris  but 
such  as  ar  memberis  of  the  incorporatione  of  the  burgh,  actuall  inhabit- 
antis  within  the  same,  and  who  bearis  burding  therwith  in  the  extent 
rollis,  taxationis,  and  comoun  burthingis,  such  as  non  of  the  abone  named 
persones  comissionated  ar,  being  strangeris  and  not  actuall  induellaris  in 
the  burghis  from  quhome  they  haue  thair  respectiue  comissionis,  who 
newer  haue  borne  anie  comoun  burding  therwith,  and  although  they  be 
admitted  burgessis  of  the  burgh  yit  that  being  onlie  ane  honorarie  favor 
frequentlie  gevin  to  strangeris  or  done  at  this  tyme  for  pryvat  respectis 
not  tending  to  the  publict  good  to  such  as  ar  not  thair  actuall  inhabit- 
antis  and  who  wndirgdis  no  comoun  burthingis  with  theme.  And  the 
saidis  comissioneris  of  the  free  burrowis  of  this  natione  now  conveined  as 
said  is,  forbearing  at  this  tyme  to  pres  strictlie  thair  liberties  and  former 
practissis,  and  desyring  in  ane  vnanimous  way,  with  the  least  contradic- 
tione  that  may  be,  to  advance  the  publict  good  and  endis  proposed  in  the 
declaratione  of  the  parliament  of  the  comounwealth  of  England,  doe  thair- 
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Edinburgh. 
18  August 
1652. 

Election  of 
sevin  furth  of 
the  burrowis  to 
^o  to  Ingland 
for  making  vp 
the  vnioun. 

Comisioners 
subscribit  the 
tender. 


Thomsone, 
dark. 


foir  protest  that  the  admiting  of  the  foirsaidis  persones  to  be  comissioneris 
with  them  in  this  present  meiting  is  and  salbe  without  prejudice  to  the 
burrowis  of  thair  liberties  in  tyme  cuming  and  that  this  thair  giving  way 
to  the  saidis  comissionis  at  this  tym  salbe  no  preparative  or  prejudice  to 
the  burrowis  in  any  wther  caice  quhatsumever  in  any  wther  tyme  cuming. 

8.  The  saidis  judgis  did  present  befoir  the  saidis  commissioneris  of 
burrowis  ane  comissione  granted  to  them  be  the  Lord  St  John,  Major 
Generall  Deanes,  Major  Richard  Salloway,  and  Alderman  [Robert]  Tich- 
burae,  quhairby  they  were  authorized  to  reveis  the  comissiones  of  schyris 
and  burrowis,  and  to  sie  the  saidis  comissiones  acceptit  of  and  the  tender 
subsigned,  quhairwpon  the  haill  comissioneris  presenteris  of  comissiones 
in  this  present  conventione  as  said  is,  excepting  onlie  William  Camp- 
bell for  Dumbartane  and  Mr  John  Angus  for  Selkirk  (quho  wer  absent  in 
respect  of  thair  seiknes,  and  John  Suyne  for  Pitinweem  quha  obteaned 
licence  from  the  saidis  burrowis  to  goe  home  for  his  necessar  effairis) 
quho  did  not  subscriue  the  tender,  the  rest  all  subscrivit  the  said  tender  of 
the  parliament  of  England  contained  in  the  said  declaratione  wpone 
parchment  in  presence  of  the  saidis  judgis. 

9.  The  saidis  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  of  this  natione  presentlie 
conveened,  taking  to  thair  serious  consideratione  that  William  Thomsons, 
now  dark  of  Edinburgh,  wes  formerlie  admittit  conjunct  dark  to  the 
burrowis  with  wmquhill  maister  Alexander  Guthrie  in  anno  1646,  and 
that  the  said  William  Thomsone  wes  never  deposed  by  any  act  of  thair 
burrowis  extant  wpon  record,  as  also  that  the  said  place  of  the  clarkschippe 
of  the  burrowis  is  now  waikand,  thairfoir  they  doe  all  now  in  ane  voice 
nominat,  elect,  and  choise  the  said  William  Thomsone  to  be  thair  sole 
generall  dark  duiiing  thair  pleasur,  with  power  to  him  to  exerce  the 
samyn  and  to  bruik  and  injoy  all  privilegijs,  fees,  and  casualties  thairto 
belonging,  or  which  ever  belonged  to  any  of  thair  former  clarkis ;  and 
heirby  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  free  burrowis  declair  thair  pleasur  that 
any  former  act  maid  in  favouris  of  thair  former  clarkis  shall  frome  this 
tyme  forth  be  of  no  force  and  ineflfectuall,  which  they  ordaine  to  be  intimat 
to  all  the  burrowis,  to  the  end  that  at  thair  nixt  generall  conventione  the 
samyn  may  be  ratefied  ;  lykas,  tlie  said  William  Thomsone,  compearand 
in  presence  of  the  saidis  comissioneris,  gaue  his  oath  to  administrat  and 
exerce  the  said  place  (now  confered  wpon  him  as  said  is)  faithfuUie,  and 
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therwpon  he  did  tak  instrumentis  in  the  handis  of  Sir  Alexander  Weder-  Edinburgh. 
burne,  nottar  publiet,  and  ane  of  the  saidis  comissioneris.  1652."^ 

1 0.  The  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  finding  that  many  of  the  informaiitie  of 
comissionis  at  this  tym  produced  haue  in  thame  severall  informalities  ^i*^™*^**^®®' 
quhairby  the  honorabill  judgis  appointed  be  the  comissioneris  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  comounwealth  of  England  laitlie  at  Dalkeyth  for  reveising 
of  the  saidis  comissionis  mak  scruple  to  accept  of  them  as  not  being  in 
some  pointis  conforme  to  the  declaratione  of  the  parliament  of  England, 
namelie,  that  some  of  them  bear  to  be  daited  in  August  instant,  wtheris 
of  them  want  in  the  first  lyne  the  wordis  of  the  comissione,  viz.,  Burgessis 
and  Nychtbouris,  with  some  wther  circumstantiall  escapes  in  wordis  and 
syllablis ;  thairfoir  and  least  the  saidis  comissiones  may  be  cast  and  not 
accepted  of  be  the  saidis  judgis,  to  the  great  prejudice  not  onlie  of  the 
burrowis  which  they  represent  but  to  the  present  weichtie  eflfaires,  the 
saidis  comissioneris  of  free  burrowis  doe  heirby  ordaine  and  authorize 
William  Thomsone,  thair  dark,  to  rectifie  all  the  saidis  comissiones  by 
delaiting  interlyning,  or  margining  such  phrases,  wordis,  and  sillables  as  he 
findis  therin  defective,  and  for  making  of  the  saidis  comissiones  formallie 
to  correspond  with  the  tenor  and  intent  of  the  said  declaratione,  and 
[being]  so  rectefied  to  delyver  the  samyn  to  Judge  March  to  be  disposed 
of  be  him  as  he  and  the  remanent  judges  sail  think  fit,  and  to  keip  copies 
of  them  registrat  apairt,  quheranent  thir  presentis  salbe  wnto  him  ane 
sufiicient  warrant. 

11.  The   comissioneris  presentlie    conveened,     being    at    this    tyme  ^fjj^^^- 
greatlie  pressed  withe  publiet  eflfairis   in  relatione  to  the  vnione  betuixt  die,  etc.,  par- 
the  tuo  natiounes,  in  sua  farr  as  they  have  not  so  much  tyme  allowed  tione. 
thame  to  treat  and  conclud  wpon  the  heidis  of  thair  missive  which  wes 
appointed  to  be  conclud  it  at   the  burgh  of  Coupar ,  and  of  the  missive 
sent  to  them  be  the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  thairfoir  they  have  appointed  the 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,    Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lynlithgow, 
Sanct  Androis,  Glasgow,   Haddingtoun,  Bruntilland,  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie, 
Dumfermling,   Inuernes,  Elgin,   Monros,    Queinsferrie,   Dumbar,   Coupar, 
to  send  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  to  meit  and  convein  at 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  wpone  the  thrid  Wednesday  of  November  nixt 
being  the   26   day  of  the  said  moneth,  and  thair  to  treat  and  conclud 
wpon  the  heidis  and  articles  of  the  saidis  missives  and  wtheris  particularis. 
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emergencis,    and    references    concerning    the    effaires    of   the    burrowis. 


Edinborgh. 

18  August  •  1  1 

1662.  ilk  burgh  vnder  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  to  be  payed  to  the 

burrowis. 


Incident 
charges,  1000 
lib.  sterling, 
comissioneris, 
England. 


19  August  1652. 

12.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveened,  taking  to 
thair  consideratioue  that  the  tuenty  ane  personis  representatives  of  the 
schjnres  and  burrowis  who  conforme  to  the  declaratioune  of  the  parliament 
of  England  ar  to  repaire  to  Londone  (or  to  such  other  places  as  the  said 
parliament  of  England  sail  think  fit  for  perfyting  of  the  vnione)  will  stand 
in  need  of  ane  competent  sowme  of  money  to  be  bestowed  wpon  necessar 
incident  charges,  to  wit,  for  the  intertainment  of  ane  able  and  qualified 
minister,  secretarie,  and  counsellouris  at  law,  requisit  to  attend  and  assist 
them,  and  to  be  wtherwys  bestowed  for  the  good  and  honour  of  the  bussie- 
nes  in  hand  and  of  this  natione,  thairfoir  for  the  eflFectis  foirsaid  they 
think  it  necessar  that  the  sowme  of  ane  thousand  pundis  sterling  is  ane 
fit  proportione  for  that  eflFect,  and  that  the  saidis  tuentie  ane  representa- 
tives, or  such  of  them  as  they  sail  condescend  vpone,  doe  consult  and  con- 
clud  with  the  right  honourabill  Major  Generall  Deane  anent  the  most 
fitting  and  easie  way  for  raising  of  the  same. 


20  August  1652. 

Commission-  13.  Thomas  Sydserff,   as  commissioner  for  Banff,  and  Patrick  Dowglas,  as 

®jfj^.^™^  ^^^  commissioner  for  Whythom,  appeared,  and  "  haiffing  producit  thair  respective 

commissiouns  from  the  saidis  burghs,  and  desjred  to  be  admitted  as  commissioneris 

foirsaidis,  wer  requyi-ed  to  goe  to  the  Inglisch  judgis  and  to  tak  the  tender,  quhilk 

accordinglie  they  did  .  .  .  and  sua  wer  acceptit  comissioners  for  this  tyme." 

Thomson,  14.  The  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  informit  that  William 

'  ^  '  Thomsone,  thair  generall  dark,  is  imployit  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
goe  to  England  in  relatione  to  thair  privat  effairia,  thinkis  it  fit  that 
the  said  William  Thomsone  be  intreatit,  as  they  doe  be  thir  presentis 
intreat  him,  to  be  assistant  to  such  comissioneris  of  borrowis  as  salbe 
appointed  to  go  to  attend  the  parliament  of  the  comounwealth  of 
England,  and  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione  his  panis  and  indevouria 
salbe  takin  to  consideratioue  and  he  accordinglie  revardit 
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15.   The  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  taking  to  thair  consideratione  Edinburgh. 
ane  motione  maid  be  Johne  Forbes,  comissioner  for   Inuemes,  that  the  i662. 


conventionis  of  the  burghis  sould  be  haldin  some  tyme  in  one  and  Burrowis  meit- 
somtyme  in  another  comer  of  the  natione,  to  the  intent  that  the  estait  *'^- 
of  each  burgh  may  be  the  better  knowin  to  the  haill  burrowis,  the  said 
burrowis  approvis  of  the  said  motione  and  recomendis  to  the  nixt  parti- 
cular conventione  to  be  haldin  at  Edinburgh  the  26  day  of  November, 
and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  next  missive,  and  that  thai  begin  with  the 
north. 

16.  Anent  the  complaint  of  Andrew  Grant,  late  provost  of  Pearth,  for  him-  Complaint, 
self  and  other    neighbours,  against  the  magistrates,  the    commissioners  before  m^gtrotis'of 
answer  authorized  the  clerk  to  cite  the  parties  to  next  particular  convention.         Pearth. 

17.  The  commissioners,  considering  the  great  abuses  done  by  unfree  traders  Vnfree  tread- 
who  have  deserted  the  free  burghs,  ordained  the  acts  against  them  to  be  enforced,  ^®"^* 

and  the    commissioners   at  next  particular  convention  to  exact  an  account  of 
each  burgh's  diligence. 

1 8.  Kecommended  the  commissioners  at  next  particular  convention  to  consider  Areiris, 
the  arrears  due  to  George  Cheyne,  their  servant.  Cheyne. 

19.  The  commissioners  authorize  the  burghs  of  Forres  and  Wigtoun  to  cite  Forres,  Wig- 
to  next  general  convention  such  of  their  burgesses  as  have  feued  any  part  of  the  J^»commouii 
common  lands  without  consent  of  the  convention. 

20.   The   present  commissioneris,    efter   serious    deliberatione,    have  Commiesion- 
nominated  and  elected  Johne  Jossie,  Johne  Milne,  Sir  Alexander  Wed- 
derbume,  George  CuUen,  Andrew  Glen,  James  Suord,  and  Daniell  Wal- 
lace to  be  commissioneris  to  attend  the  parliament  of  England  for  per- 
fyting  the  treaty  conforme  to  thair  declaratione. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

26  November 
1662. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  Gilbert  Somervell,  James  Elleis ;  Pearth, 
Andrew  Butter ;  Lynlithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  St  Androis,  Andrew 
Carstairis ;  Glasgow,  Celine  Campbell ;  Hadingtoun,  Johne  Aytoun ; 
Bruntiland,  George  Gairdin ;  Dysart,  James  Halyburtoun ;  Kirkcaldie, 
James  Law  ;  Dumfermling,  James  Reid  ;  Monros,  James  Pedie ;  Dunbar, 
Jhone  Purves ;  Coupar,  Johne  Glasfurd  ;  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
Inuemes,  Elgine  and  Quinsferie  {blank). 


en. 
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Edinburgh. 
26  November 
1652. 

Moderator. 
Hours  of  melt- 
ing. 


26  November  1652. 

1 .  Archibald  Tod,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  Meetings  to  begin  at  ten  o'clock  forenoon  and  two  afternoon.     Absentees 
after  calling  of  the  roll  to  pay  six  shillings. 

3.  Appointed   James  Butter  substitute  and  depute  for  William  Thomsone, 


dark.  *  their  general  clerk,  during  his  absence  "  furth  of  this  natione." 


Certane  biir- 
rowis  to  con- 
clud  wpone 
heids  of  mis- 


sive. 


4.  The  commissioners  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined,  for  obedience 
of  the  elevint  act  of  the  last  conventione  .  .  .  finding  thair  number  so 
small  that  scarce  ane  quorum  of  thes  wer  conveened  that  wer  appointed 
to  con  vein  be  the  said  act,  and  that  the  mater  in  hand  wes  of  hie  con- 
cernment, thairfoir  they  have  thocht  fit  to  continew  the  haill  articles  con- 
tained in  the  said  missive  to  be  reasoned,  voted,  and  concludit  in  the 
nixt  ensuing  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  to  be  hauldin  at  the  said 
burgh  of  Coupar  the  first  Tysday  of  Julij  nixt. 


Dumbar,  com- 
moun  dark. 


Coall  and 
candle  fur- 
nished to 
ardis  in 


fuai 
yf. 


30  November  1652. 

5.  Anent  the  grivance  representit  to  the  present  commissioners  of 
burrowis  be  James  Eleis,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
against  the  magistratis  and  counsall  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbar,  anent  the 
manner  of  the  electione  of  thair  commoun  dark,  it  being  ane  mater  that 
concerns  the  haill  borrowis  in  generall,  thairfor  they  ordane  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh  and  Hadingtoun,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  send  thair  com- 
missioneris  to  tak  cognitione  of  the  said  matter,  and  to  report,  [and  Dum- 
bar to  send  thair  commissioner  sufficiently  instructed  to  next  general 
convention]. 

6.  In  presence  of  the  commissioners  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveened, 
compeared  Andrew  Carstairis,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  St  Androis, 
and  produced  ane  paper  subscrivit  be  the  preces  for  the  schyro  of  Fyf, 
quhairin  the  heretouris  and  gentrie  of  the  said  schyre  does  offer  to 
contribut  with  the  burrowis  of  that  schyre  for  the  mantenance  of  the 
sojouris  quartered  within  the  saidis  burghis  and  thair  guardis  with  coall 
and  candle  according  to  the  number  of  sojouris  that  sail  happin  to  be 
quartered  thairin,  and  recomendis  the  said  offer  to  be  representit  to  the 
commissioneris  of  buiTowis  who  wer  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  in  November 
instant,  and   desyring   that  the  samyn  may  be  maid  ane  equal  burding 
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through  the  haill  schjnres  of  this  natione,  and  thairfoir  the  present  com-  Edinburgh. 
missioners  hes  nominat  and  appointed  [the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  i652. 
Pearth,    Lythgow,    St  Androes,  Haddingtoun,   Monros  and  Dumbar]  to  Coaii  and 
repair  to  the  towne  of  Dalkeyth,  and  thair  to  supplicat  Generall  Major  ^ifja  to*^ 
Deanes   that  he  wold  in  terpen  his  auctoritie  ordaining  the  gentrie  and  «^^^^  ^ 
heretouris  of  the  schyres  to  releive  the  burrowis  of  the  burthen  of  coall 
and  candle  furnisched  be  them  to  the  sojouris  and  thair  guardis  within 
thair  burghis  in  respect  the  saidis  burrowis  haue  lossed  both  thair  stockis 
and  tread  quhich  wes  the  meanes  of  thair  subsistence,  and  ordanes  thair 
dark  in  thair  names  to  draw  wpe  ane  supplicatione  in  thair  names  to  be 
presented  to  the  said  generall  major  to  that  effect. 

7.  The  agent  produced  his  accounts  of  money  due   to   liim   extending   to  Agent 
£2231,  4s.,  consideration  of  which  was  delayed  till  next  general  convention.  comptes. 

1  December  1652. 

8.  The  commissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveened,  finding:  the  Compiant, 

\  1  Grant,  provost 

difficulties  and  intrecasie  of  the  accomptis  produced  be  Andrew  Grant  of  of  Pearth,  ma- 
Balhagillis  and  the  lait  magistratis  and  councellouris  of  the  burgh  of  mou?^d.°°* 
Pearth  anent  the  matteris  debaited  betuixt  them  concerning  the  debtis 
contracted  be  the  said  towne  since  anno  1640,  and  anent  the  imployment 
of  their  commoun  good,  at  length  contained  in  thair  respectiue  papers 
producit  in  this  present  conventioune,  thairfoir  the  saidis  commissioneris 
appointis  ane  to  be  sent  frome  the  burgh  of  Dundie  and  the  present 
commissioneris  of  Lithgow,  St  Androis,  Bruntilland,  Coupar,  and  Dysart, 
or  any  three  of  them,  the  commissioner  of  Lithgow  alwaies  being  one,  to 
meit  at  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth  the  15  day  of  Merch  nixt,  and  thair  to 
convein  befoir  them  all  persones  interessed  in  the  said  matter,  and  to  tak 
cognitione  and  tryall  quhat  they  find  in  the  said  matter  [and  report  to 
nixt  general  convention]. 

9.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presented  to  the  burrowis  be  the  factoris  Minister  at 
of  Campheir  desyring  thame  that  seing  the  kirk  of  Campheir  wes  now    *™^  ^^' 
waccand  throuch  the  desertione  of  Mr  William  Spang,  thair  lait  minister, 

that  they  wold  provyd  ane  qualyfied  and  able  mane  for  supplieing  of  the 
said  place  and  charge,  and  that  ane  competent  stipend  may  be  thocht 
wpone  for  his  mantenance  wntill  the  staple  port  be  settled  to  thame,  the 
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Edinburgh,     present  commissioneris  hes  conteanewed  the  consideratione  of  this  to  the 

1  December  .    .  .  n  .  • 

1652.  nixt  ensewmg  general!  conventione. 


Particuiar  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh, 


Edinburgh. 
25  October 
1653. 


Moderator. 

Hours  of 
meiting. 


Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  provest ;  James  Eleis,  Gilbert  Somervell ; 
Pearth,  Androw  Butter  ;  Lynlithgow,  George  Bell ;  St  Androis,  James 
Suord  and  Androw  Carstairis  ;  Glasgow,  James  Bell ;  Hadingtone,  Johne 
Aytoun  ;  Dysart,  William  Symsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone ; 
Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Jedburgh,  Johne  Rutherfuird,  Robert 
Rutherfuird  ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder,  George  Forrest ;  Arbroath,  Johne 
Auchterlonie ;  Quinsferrie,  Robert  Hill ;  Dundie,  Abirdeine,  Stirling, 
Coupar,  Monros,  Anstruther  Eister,  Dumfreis,  Kinghome,  Pitinweme, 
Dumfermling,  Ajistruther  Wester,  Lauder,  Peibles,  Caraill,  Culros  and 
Selkirk  (blank.) 

25  October  1653. 

1.  Archibald  Tod,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

2.  Appointed  the  hours  of  meeting  to  be  in  the  forenoon  from  nine  till 
twelve  and  in  the  afternoon  to  begin  at  two.  Those  absent  at  the  calling  of  the 
roll  to  be  unlawed  in  6s.  8d. 


26  October  1653. 


8ta3aDg  of  the 
election  e  of 
magistratis. 


3.  The  commissioneris  of  burrowis  being  con  veined,  recomendis  to 
the  provest  and  baillies  of  Edinburgh  to  wreat  to  William  Thomsoun, 
thair  comoun  dark,  now  at  London,  desjnring  him  in  ane  moderat  way 
to  try  quhat  maner  of  way  the  late  ordor  wes  ischewed  furth  for  staying 
the  electione  of  late  of  magistratis  within  free  burrowis  till  ane  new 
ordour  frome  the  counsall  of  stait,  and  quhat  may  be  the  sequele  tbairof, 
and  that  William  Thomsone  mak  his  best  vse  of  the  samyn  for  the  preser- 
Anent  tread,  vatione  of  the  liberties  of  the  burrowis  heirefter.  Item,  to  schew  in  the 
said  letter  to  William  Thomson  that  treading  is  now  almost  whollie  takin 
out  of  the  handis  of  free  burgessis  and  gild  bretheren  within  the  saidis 
burrowis  be  such  as  have  no  freedome  within  the  samyn  free  burrowis 
and  bear  no  portable  chairges  thairin. 
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^^  • 

4.  The  saids  comissioneris  of  burrowis  appoint   the  comissioneris   of  Edinburgh. 
Pearth,   St  Androis,  Lythgow,  Glasgow,  with  John  Merjoribankis,  Andrew  1653. 
Brysone,  thesaurer  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  pas  tomorrow  in  the  Gift  of  the  oes 
morning  to  Dalkeith  to  the  right  honorabill  CoUonell  Robert  Lilbume,  J^^^®  ^"' 
commander  in  cheif  of  the  forces  in  Scotland,  and  present  the  saidis  comis- 
sioners  supplicatione  anent  the  eas  of  the  assesmentis  payed  be  the  free 
burrowis,  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  in  the  eftemoon  to  the 
saidis  comissioneris.  * 

5.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Stirling  to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  gene-  Stirling,  elec- 
ral  convention  sufficiently  instructed  for  giving  an  account  of  the  election  of  their  ^^^ne. 
magistrates. 

6.  Continued  the  whole  heads  of  last  general  missive  to  be  heads  of  the  mis-  Headis  of  mis- 
sive of  next  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  J^T®*^^^: 

uly  next. 

7.  8.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  supplications  of  the  cautioners  Cautione, 
of  John  Wallace  and  Mr  Thomas  Lumsdean,  factors  in  Campheir,  to  be  freed  of '^*^"- 
their  obligations,  and  the  factors  were  appointed  then  to  appear  and  find  caution 

of  new. 

9.  Continued  till  next  general    convention  the  supplication  of  James  Elels,  Exoneratione, 
merchant,  to  be  exonered  of  his  cautionery  obligation  for  the  deceased  James  jaeis.^^      ' 
EleLs,  feujtor  at  Campheir. 

27  October  1653. 

10.  Ordaines  the  burghis  of  Anstruther  Easter,  Bamff,  Queinsferrie  Election  of 
and  Dornoch,  to  send  thair  comissioneris   suflScientlie  instructit  to  the  commission- 
nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  to  ansuer  for  thair  electione  of  sum  ^^^ 
respectiue  persones  to  be  commissioneris  to  the  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis  hauldin  in  Edinburgh  in  the  moneth  of  August  1652,  contrair 
to  the  privileges  and  actis  of  burrowis  maid  in  the  contrair. 

11.  The  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  recomendis  to  the  Supplicatione 
provest  and  baillies  of  Edinburgh  to  wreat  in  thair  names  to  Alexander 
Jaflray,  one  of  the  commissioneris  to  the  parliament  at  Londoun,  and  to 
Williame  Thomsone,  thair  comoun  dark,  thair,  or  ather  of  theme  as  the 
saidis  provest  and  baillies  sail  think  expedient,  anent  the  furthering  of  the 
granting  of  thair  supplicatione  this  day  presented  to  the  commander  in 
cheiff  of  the  forces  in  Scotland  for  ane  ease  or  abatment  of  the  assessmentis 
payit  be  the  free  burrowis. 

3a 
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Edinburgh.  12.   Ordained  the  burghs  of  Dundie  and  Monrois  to  send   commis- 

27  October  .  .  . 

1653.  sioners  to  visit  the  port  and  harbour  of  Arbrothock  before  1st  March  next 

Herberie  of      ai^d  to  report  its  Condition  to  next  general  convention. 

Arbroath. 

Edinburgh.  PARTICULAR   CONVENTION,   held  at  EDINBURGH. 

7  llarch  1654. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  James  Eleis,  Johne  Milne ;  Lynlithgow, 
George  Bell ;  St  Androis,  James  Suord ;  Haddingtoim,  Johne  Sleiche , 
Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin ;  Kinghome,  George  Gonrlay  ;  Dumbar, 
Thomas  Purves ;  Stirling,  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Coupar,  Dumfennling, 
Qjlank), 

7  March  1654. 
Moderator.  j^  Archibald  Tod,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

Suppiicat  com  2.  The  Commission oris  presentlie  conveened  anent  the  mater  of  the 

chief,  coaiL  coall,  they  appoint  the  commissioneris  for  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  St 
Androis,  Bruntilland,  Hadingtoun,  and  Dumbar,  being  sex  of  thair  number, 
to  meit  with  the  geutlmen  and  heritouris  of  Kist  Louthiane  and  to  consult 
anent  the  drawing  wp  of  ane  supplicatione  to  the  commander  in  chief  desyr- 
ing  him  to  interpon  his  authorite  in  causing  the  coall  maisteris,  thair  coall 
grei vos,  and  coalliaris,  to  furnisch  the  inhabitantes  of  the  natione  with 
coallis  at  the  pryces  and  with  the  measure  prescr\'ved  be  actis  of  privie 
counsell  granted  for  that  effect  and  act  of  parliament  ratefieing  the  saidis 
actis  of  counsall  of  the  dait  at  Edinburgh  the  20  Julij  1644  yearis. 


8  March  1654. 

TOi^alSi^'  3-  "^^^  saidis  sex   commissioneris  of  burrowis  that   ver   iqppointed 

to  meit  with  the  heritouris  and  gentlemen  of  East  Louthiane,  they  did 
nominat  and  appoint  Johne  3^1ilne  one  of  the  commissioneris  of  Edin- 
burgh, James  Suord  for  St  Androis,  Johne  Sloiche  for  HaddiDgtoun  and 
Thomas  Pur\'cs  for  Dumbar  to  goe  with  the  saidis  gentillmen  of  East 
Louthian  to  Dalkeith  to  present  ane  supplicatione  to  the  commander-in- 
chieff*  to  the  effect  abonewTitton  and  to  report  thair  dilligenoe  heiimnent 
at  thair  rvturno. 
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10  March  165^.  Edinburgh. 

10  March 

4.  The  comissioneris  that  wer  appointed  to  goe  to  Dalkeith  to  present  1^54. 


the  supplicatioun  to  the  commander  in  cheiflf  did  retume  ane  letter  with  the  The  mater  of 
supplicatione  inclosed  tlaairin  direct  to  the  comissioneris  for  administratione  ^  ^^  ' 
of  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  earnestlie  recomending  to  thame,  as 
competent  judges  for  such  matteris,  to  favour  the  supplicantis  in  the 
matter  contained  in  thair  supplicatione,  and  appointis  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh to  nominat  certane  persones  to  joyne  with  the  gentlmen  of  East 
Louthiane  to  attend  the  judgis  anent  the  prosecutione  of  the  said  mater 
contained  in  thair  supplicatioun  ;  lykas  they  have  nominat  to  that  effect, 
with  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Haddingtoun  and  Dumbar,  and 
to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioun  of 
burrowis  wnder  the  paine  of  tuentie  lib. 

5.  Ratified  the  6th  act  of  the  pai-ticular  convention  held  in  October  1653.       Heids  of  mis- 

*  sive,  nixt  gene- 

ral convention. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbubgh. 

4  July  1664. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  Robert  Sandielandis,  John  Neill  ;  Pearth, 
Mr  Johne  Patersone  ;  Dundie,  Robert  Dauidsone  ;  Abirdein,  William  Petrie; 
Stirling,  Cristopher  Russell ;  Lynlithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  St  Androis, 
James  Suord  ;  Glasgow,  James  Bell ;  Haddingtoun,  Patrik  Young ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone  ;  Ajistruther  Easter,  Alexander  Black ; 
Bnintilland,  Georg  Gairdin  ;  Kinghome,  Rpbert  Cunninghame  ;  Brichane, 
Dauid  Donaldsone  ;  Irving,  Allane  Dunlope  ;  Dumbartane,  Walter  Wat- 
sone  ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder  ;  Abirbrothock,  Johne  Auchterlonie  ;  Caraill, 
Johne  Daw  ;  Bamff,  Patrick  Stewart;  Forfar,  George  Wood  ;  Rutherglen, 
Johne  Scot,  younger  ;  Quensferrie,  Robert  Hill ;  Air,  Dysart,  Coupar, 
Montros,  Dumfreis,  Innernes,  Innerkeything,  Jedburgh,  Kirk  cud  bricht, 
Wigtoun,  Pitinweeme,  Dumfermling,  Anstruther  Wester,  Selkirk,  Ram- 
frow,  Lanrick,  Elgine,  Peibles,  Taine,  Culroise,  Whithome,  Rothesay, 
Nairne,  Forres,  North  Berwick,  Cullen,  Lauder,  Kilranie,  Annand,  Loch- 
maben,  Sanquhair,  Galloway,  Dingwall,  Dornoch  and  Inveraray  {blank), 

4  July  1654. 
1.  Archibald  Tod,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  tor.' 
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Edinburgh. 
4  July  1654. 

flouris  of 
meeting. 


Committie, 
missiTe, 
articles.  .. 


Wi^oun, 
Rothesay. 


Charter,  Loch- 
roaben. 


Lanrick. 


Naime,  etc., 

unfree 

trcaders. 


Lanrick,  com- 
mon n  lands. 

Quinisferrie. 


Dundio,  etc. 


Bmntilland, 
Kinghome. 


Consorvatour, 
kirk  scssioun 
of  Camphoir, 
missive. 


2.  Hours  of  meeting  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve,  and  from  two  till  six. 
Regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting  same  as  formerly. 

5  July  1654. 

3.  Appointed  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh  and  nine  other  burgbs  to 
\^  be  ane  committie  for  discussing  of  the  severali  articles  of  the  missiae  relating 
to  payment  of  sowmes  of  money  and  supplicationis." 

4,  5.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  5th 
and  8th  acts  of  last  general  convention  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  and  unlawed 
the  burghs  of  Wigtoun  and  Rothesay  in  £20  each  for  absence. 

6.  The  agent  reported  that,  as  required  by  the  1 0th  act  of  last  general  con- 
vention, he  had  liaised  letters  against  James  Maxwell  for  exhibition  of  the  charter 
of  the  common  lands  of  Lochmaben.  '  The  agent  was  ordained  to  produce  his 
diligence  to  next  convention,  and  the  burghs  of  Dumfreis  and  Selkirk  to  report 
their  visitation  of  the  common  lands. 

7.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  11th 
act -of  last  general  convention,  and  unlawed  the  burgh  of  Lanark  in  £20  for 
absence. 

8.  The  commissioners  reported  their  diligence  against  unfree  traders  under  the 
4th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649.  The  burghs  of  Nairn, 
Cullen,  and  Rothesay  were  ordained  to  report  to  next  general  convention  their 
diligence  in  prosecuting  unfree  traders. 

9.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  7th 
act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649. 

10.  Referring  to  the  •12th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649, 
as  to  setting  the  common  muir,  the  commissioner  for  Queensferrie  I'eported  "  they 
had  set  ane  tak  to  ane  countrie  gentilman,"  of  which  the  commissioners  approved, 
and  ordained  the  burgh  to  do  likewise  in  future. 

1 1.  Referring  to  the  1 3th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649, 
ordained  the  burghs  therein  mentioned  to  report  to  next  general  convention 
"  thair  diligence  in  visiting  of  the  burrowmuir  of  Pearth." 

12.  Continewis  the  supplications  givin  in  to  the  burrowis  be  the 
burghis  of  Bmntilland  and  Kinghorne  craving  supplie  for  repairing  of 
thair  berberies  to  be  ane  head  of  the  nixt  missive. 

13.  Anent  the  15  act  of  the  said  particular  conventione  of  burrowis 
ordaining  the  conservatour  to  report  his  dilligence  in  lending  to  the  kirk 
sessiounes  of  Campheir  for  lending  to  the  poor  the  sowme  of  threescoir 
pundis  Fleymes,  lyand  in  his  handis  as  the  pryce  of  ane  coord  of  skynnes 
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which  wes  sent  to  Campheir  withoiit  ane  letter  to  anefactour  or  merchant,  ^^^^2^54* 
or   any  persones  oiiine  the  same,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 


ordaines  thair  generall  dark  to  wreat  to  the  conservatour  to  that  effect,  kirk  sessioun' 


and  in  dealling  with  the  magistratis  of  Campheir  for  establisching  of  miiS^^^^"^" 
salt  to  be  ane  staple  comoditie,  and  sending  of  ane  accompt  of  his  dewis 
that  remanes  in  the  factouris  handis  since  the  deprivatione  of  Sir  Patrick 
Drumond  ;  as  also  to  wreat  to  the  haill  factoures  at  Campveer  to  repair 
home  against  the  nixt  generall  conventione  for  finding  cautione  of  new 
againe  for  doeing  thair  dewtie  in  thair  saidis  oflSces  wnder  the  paine  of 
deprivatione,  and  the  dark  to  report  his  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

14.   Anent  the  1  6  act  of  the  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  hauldin  Irving,  Air, 

M*Clotclii6 

at  Bruntilland  the  first  of  September  1648  yearis  anent  the  difference  missive, 
betuix  the  burghis  of  Air  and  Irving,  the  comissioneris  thane  conveined 
fand  and  declaired  that  the  burgh  of  Irving  had  done  wrong  in  imprison- 
ing of  John  M^Cletchie,  burges  of  Air,  befoir  the  decyding  of  thair 
richt,  and  ordaining  the  burgh  of  Irving  to  desyst  from  persecuting 
the  said  John  M'Cletchie,  principall,  or  his  cautioner,  for  the  sowme 
of  200  lib.  quhairin  he  wes  fyned,  and  if  allreadie  they  have 
exacted  the  said  fyne  ather  in  haill  or  in  pairt  frome  the  said  cautioner, 
to  delyver  back  the  same  wntill  which  tyme  the  question e  of  thair  richtis 
be  decydit  befoir  the  ordinar  judge,  and  ordaining  the  burghis  of  Glas- 
gow, Dumbartane,  Rutherglen,  and  Ramfrew  to  deall  for  ane  amicabl 
agreement  in  the  said  matter,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ratefies 
and  approves  the  said  act  in  the  haill  heidis  and  articles  thairof,  and 
ordanis  the  said  burgh  of  Irving  to  give  back  the  money  which  they  haue 
exacted  frome  the  said  John  M'Cletchie  and  bis  cautioner  befoir  the  first 
of  October  nixt,  wnder  the  paine  of  200  lib.  by  and  attover  the  repay- 
ment of  what  is  exacted,  and  to  desist  frome  trubling  of  theme  any  farder 
till  thair  richtis  be  decydit  befoir  the  ordinar  judge ;  and  in  the  mean 
tyme  ordaines  the  saidis  burghis  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartan,  Linlithgow  and 
Ramfrew  to  deall  for  ane  amicabl  agreement  of  the  said  matter,  and 
Glasgow  to  convein  the  rest. 

6  July  1654. 
15.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  mentioned  in  the  32d  Coal,  staple 
act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649.  commoditie. 
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1 6.  The  comtnissioners  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  the  dth  act  of  tlie 
■  general  convention  of  1652, 

17.  Referring  to  the   15th    act  of  the  general  convention  of    1652,  "the 
present    comissioneria    conteioewis  this    article    to    be    ane    heid  of   the    nixt 


Dslkpidatione 
of  oommon 
lands,  atirling.  1 


18.  AneDt  the  5  act  of  the  lost  particular  conventiouD  of  buirowis 
haldin  at  Edinburgh  in  November  16S 2  .  .  .  compeared  Patrick  Yowing, 
commissioner  for  the  bnrgb  of  Hadingtoun,  and  declaired  that  he  had  seiQ 
the  forme  of  thair  electione  of  thair  said  comoun  dark  and  had  fuad  the 
same  to  he  formall  in  all  pointes  except  in  that  the  said  burgh,  contrairto 
the  constitutione  of  burrowis,  had  maid  venditione  thairof  and  takin  ane 
hand  of  thair  said  clark  for  payment  to  the  said  burgh  of  the  sowme  of 
fyve  hundreth  merkis,  as  also  produced  severall  actis  of  the  saidis  burghis 
evidenceing  the  treuth  thairof,  the  present  coraisaioneris  of  burrowis 
findis  the  burgh  of  Dumbar  to  haue  done  wrong  in  making  venditione  of 
the  said  place,  and  thairfoir  ordaines  the  said  burgh  to- delyver  back  the 
band  to  the  said  clark  agane,  and  approvis  the  forme  of  thair  electione  in 
all  vthair  pointis,  and  ordaines  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair  dilligence  in 
redelyvering  of  the  band  to  the  nist  generall  couventione. 

19.  Befen'ing  to  the  9th  act  of  the  general  convention  of  1649,  the  commia- 
sioner  of  Arbroath  "  declaired  that  they  had  no  charter  of  thair  milne  and  milne 
landia  ajMiii-t,  aeing  it  wes  built  be  thair  burgh  vpon  ane  peace  of  thair  commoun 
landis,  with  the  which  declaratione  the  present  commissioneris  ar  aatasfied." 
Anent  the  8th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1649,  the  commis- 
eioner  of  Arbroath  produced  the  duplicate  of  the  contract  between  them  and 
Loi'd  Ogilvie  of  their  commonty.  The  commissioners  ordained  the  burgh  "  to 
produce  tliair  exuct  dilligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventioue  in  pt'osecuting  the 
recoverie  of  thair  commoun  milne  and  milne  laudiH  to  be  anaext  to  their  com- 
moun good." 

20.  Anent  the  [6th  and  7th  acts  of  last  general  convention,]  com- 
ired  the  agent  with  Cristopher  Russell,  commissioner  for  the  biugh  of 
Stirling,  and  declaired  that  they  bad  vsed  such  dilligence  as  the  iniquJtie 
of  the  tymes  wold  permitt  and  that  the  proces  intentit  be  them  wes  Ijring 
in  maister  George  Norvcll  his  handis,  whilk  the  said  maister  George 
acknowledged,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowia  acceptis  of  thair 
dilligence  for  the  tymc  and  ordanis  the  said   burgh  of  Stirling  with  the 
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agent  to  report  farder  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventions  Edinburgh. 
of  burro  wis  vnder  the  paine  of  20  lib.  — ^- '- 


21.  The  agent  produced  letters  of  horning  against  the  burghs  mentioned  in  Agent,  dili- 
the  19th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  he  was  ordained  to  produce  farther  ^®'^*^' 
diligence  to  next  general  convention. 

22.  Anent  the  22  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  bur- Aiteratione, 
rowis  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed 

anent  the  aiteratione  of  the  taxt  roll  of  the  borrowis  to  this  present 
conventione,  the  present  comissioners  of  burro  wis,  considering  the  smallnes 
of  the  number  of  the  burrowis  at  this  meiting  and  the  lownes  of  the  con- 
ditione  of  each  burgh  occasioned  through  trubles  of  the  tyrae,  thairfoir 
thev  haw  continewed  the  same  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

23.  Ordained  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  5th  and  6th  acts  of  the  particular  Measures, 
convention  held  in  July  1649  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missive,  and  each  burgh  ^°  ^    *  ®   ' 
to  report  their  diligence  to  next  general  convention. 

7  July  1654. 

24.  Anent  the  8  act  of  the  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  hauldin  Reports,magi8- 
at  Edinburgh  in  November  1652  ordaining  the  burghis  of  Dundie, 
Lynlithgow,  St  Androis,  Bruntilland,  Coupar  and  Dysart,  or  any  three  of 
them,  the  comissioner  of  Lynlithgow  allwaies  being  one,  to  meat  at  the 
burgh  of  Pearth  the  1 5  day  of  Merch  thairefter  to  tak  cognitione  of  the 
differences  betuix  Andro  Grant,  late  provest  of  the  said  burgh,  and  the 
late  and  present  magistrates  of  the  said  burgh,  anent  the  disposell  of 
thair  commoun  good  and  wther  debtis  allegit  contractit  be  the  saidis 
magistrattis,  compeared  Robert  Stewart,  present  commissioner  for  the 
burgh  of  Linlithgow,  for  himselff  and  in  name  of  the  rest  of  the  comis- 
sioneris quha  met  at  the  said  burgh,  and  presentit  thair  report  anent  the 
said  difference,  quherof  the  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  did  approve 
of  and  thairfoir  ordained  the  samyne  to  be  registrat  in  thair  generall 
register  quhairof  the  tenour  folio  wis  : — At  Pearth  the  18  day  of  March 
the  yeare  of  God  1653  yeires,  wheras  thair  being  ane  complaint  givin  in 
be  Androw  Grant  of  BarhaggillLs,  for  himselff  and  in  name  of  the 
remanent  nychtbouris  of  the  burgh  of  Pearth,  against  the  lat  magistratis 
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Edinburgh,  and  councillouris  of  the  said  burgh,  vnto  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
7  July  1654.  con veined  in  the  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  at  Edinburgh  vpon 
trnts^PoE^  the  26  and  last  dayes  of  November  and  first  day  of  December  last,  mak- 
and  mentione  that  thair  wes  ane  number  of  debtis  takin  one  be  the 
provest,  baillies,  thesaurer,  dark,  and  remanent  counsall  of  the  said  burgh 
amounting  to  the  sowme  of  200,000  merkis,  betuix  anno  1640  and  1649, 
at  the  least  in  provest  Arnotis  tyme,  and  that  by  and  attover  20,000 
merkis  yearlie  of  townis  rent,  for  payment  of  whitch  sowmes  they  wer  daylie 
boastit  for  payment  making  to  the  creditouris  by  stenting  as  they  haue 
allreaddie  begune,  but  they  having  refuised  in  respect  they  could  not  sie, 
nather  could  the  saidis  magistratis  instruct,  how  the  same  sowmes  had 
been  imployed  for  the  publict  good  of  the  towne  but  applyed  to  some  of 
thair  awin  privat  vses,  becaus  the  said  magistratis,  thesaurer,  and  dark 
refused  to  let  thame  sie  what  way  the  same  sowmes  wer  imployed,  nather 
wer  thair  any  such  sowmes  contained  aither  in  chairge  or  dischairge  of 
thair  thesaurer  thair  accomptis-;  as  also  that  in  November  1648  the 
estaites  gaue  ordour  for  puting  of  ane  garisone  of  400  men  in  the  towne 
of  Pearth  wnder  CoUonell  Pitscottie  for  whitch  burding  they  abated  of 
the  burghis  manteanance  500  li.  per  Tnensem  and  ordained  the  burgh  to 
pay  onlie  220  lib.  per  mensem  sua  long  as  the  garisone  sould  remane, 
notwithstanding  the  collcctouris  of  the  said  burgh  collected  frome  the  in- 
habitantis  thairof  monethlie  472  lib.  and  ordained  the  saidis  inhabitantis 
to  advance  four  schillingis  Scotis  a  day  for  ilk  soldiour  of  400  men, 
extending  ilk  moneth  to  2450  lib.,  which  wes  to  be  repayed  be  Pitscottie 
ilk  moneth  out  of  the  schyres  manteanance  as  he  sould  refund  the  same 
frome  maister  Robert  Prestoun,  collectour  of  the  schyr,  and  at  the  gary- 
Bonis  remowal  which  wes  the  16  of  Julij  1650,  the  garisone  restit  the 
inhabitantis  tuo  monethis  and  ane  halff  amoimting  to  6125  lib.  wherof 
Pitscottie  did  leive  with  maister  John  Patersone  5000  lib.,  with  ane 
ordour  to  maister  Robert  Prestoun  and  his  deputis  to  pay  the  rest  thairof 
to  him  for  payment  to  the  inhabitantis  of  the  said  burgh,  quartereris  and 
advanceris  of  the  said  garysone,  whitch  he  yet  keipis  wp  from  thame,  as 
at  mair  lenth  is  contained  in  the  said  complaint :  The  saidis  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  having  hard,  seiu,  and  considderit  the  foirsaid  complaint  abone- 
writtin  givin  in  befoir  them  be  the  said  Andrew  Grant  against  the  lat 
magistratis  and  counsellouris  of  the  said  burgh  with  thair  ansuer  to  the 
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same,  and  finding  the  diflSculties  and  intricacies  of  the  accomptes  producit  Ediwbuboh. 

be  the  said  Andrew  Grant  and  the  saidis  magistratis  ansueris  thairto  at  — ^ ^- 

length  contained  in  thair  respectiue  papers  vsed  for  that  effect,  thairfoir  tratsof  Poi^. 
the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  conveined  at  the  said  particular  con- 
ventione  haldin  at  Edinburgh  the  tyme  foirsaid  appointed  one  to  be  sent 
from  the  burgh  of  Dundie  and  the  then  present  comissioners  of  Lynlithgow, 
St  Androis,  Bruntilland,  Coupar  and  Dysart,  or  any  three  of  them,  the 
comissioner  of  Lynlithgow  being  one,  to  meit  at  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth 
the  1 5  day  of  March  instant,  and  thair  to  convein  befoir  them  all  per- 
sons interessed  and  to  tak  cognitione  and  tryell  what  they  find  thairin, 
and  to  produce  thair  dilligence  thairanent  in  wreat  wnder  thair  subscrip- 
tiones  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  borrowis ;  conforme  to  the  whitch 
act,  and  ordinance  and  in  obedience  thairto,  the  comissioneris  of  borrowis 
wnderwrittin,  thay  ar  to  say,  Robert  Stewart,  provest  of  Lynlithgow, 
Andrew  Carstairis,  late  baillie  of  St  Androis,  John  Glasfurd,  baillie  of 
Coupar,  and  George  Gairdin,  baillie  of  Bruntilland,  having  met  and  con- 
veined  at  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth  this  day  in  the  counsallhous  thairof, 
and  haveing  called  the  said  Andrew  Grant  befoir  thame  who  compeared 
and  produced  the  said  supplicatione  and  complaint  with  ane  roll  of  the 
creditouris  names  fra  whome  the  said  sowme  of  200,000  merkis  wes 
alledgit  to  be  borrowit,  as  also  compeared  Eobert  Amot,  lat  provest,  maister 
John  Patersone,  Patrick  Ros,  Archibald  Lamb  and  Hew  NicoU,  thesaurer 
of  the  said  burgh,  for  themselues  and  in  name  of  the  said  burgh,  and  pro- 
ducit ane  ansuer  to  the  said  complaint  with  ane  paper  containing  the  roll 
of  the  creditouris  contained  in  Andrew  Grantis  list  in  ane  colume  and 
thair  particular  ansuer  thairto  in  another  colume  thairof,  togither  with 
thair  haill  thesaureris  accomptis  since  anno  1640,  with  the  haill  verifica- 
tiones  and  instructionis  of  the  same  ;  and  the  saidis  comissioners  haveing 
hard,  sein,  and  considderit  the  richtis,  reasones,  and  allegationis  of  both 
the  saidis  pairties,  and  the  paperis,  wreatis,  and  comptes  producit  be  them 
for  instructing  of  the  same,  they  find  that  the  said  burgh  had  bein  addebtit 
the  tyme  lybillit  in  the  sowme  of  80,000  merkis  or  thairby,  and  that 
ther  wes  the  sowme  of  27,000  merkis  thairof  contractit  befoir  anno  1640, 
and  that  ther  wes  synsyne  at  Mertimas  1648  the  sowme  of  28,000 
merkis  thairof  payed  to  divers  of  thair  creditouris  as  thair  reteined  bandis 
and  discharges  thairwpon  producit  did  testifie,  and  that  now  the  said 
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Edinburgh,     towne  is  onlie  adebtit,  restand  avand  the  sowme  of  50,000  merkis   or 

'-r-  thairby  ;  lyk  as  the  saidis  commissioneris  findis  that  the  yeirlie  patrimonie 

tratsof'poarth.  and  comoun  good  of  the  said  burgh  hes  bein  meddlit  and  intromettit  with 
be  the  thesaurer  of  the  said  burgh  and  chairgit  in  thair  yearlie  accomptis, 
and  the  same,  with  the  sowmes  of  money  contractit  be  the  said  burgh, 
applyed  and  imployed  for  the  publict  vse  of  the  same,  as  the  thesaurers 
accomptis  sein  and  pervsed  be  them  does  verifie.     As  to  the  second  pairt 
of  the  said  Andrew  Grantis  complaint  that  the  said  burgh  wes  stented 
and  payed  472  lib.  per  mensem  for  mentenence  quhair  onlie  220  lib. 
wes  thair  proportione,  the  saidis  comissioneris  findis  that  the  saidis  magis- 
tratis  by  tliair  ansuer  givin  in  befoir  them  thairto  does  confes  the  same 
and  that  they  resauit  frome  maister  Robert  Prestoun,  coUectour,  in  money 
and  allowance  of  subsequent  moneyes  300  lib.  whitch,  with  the  half  of 
1412  lib.  collectit  be  the  burghis  coUectour,  the  comissioneris  findis  that 
the  same  wes  imployed  be  them  for  the  townes  vse  although  not  to  the 
vse   of  repaying   of  the   quarteris   for  the   whitch  it  wes  collectit   and 
destinat;   and  for  the  wther  pairt  of  the  1412  lib.,  and  some  pairt  of  the 
wther  stentis  for  maintenence  formerlie  collectit,  they  find  it  not  cleirlie 
instructit  how  the  same  hes  bein  imployed.      And  as  to  the  third  pairt  of 
the   said    Andrew   Grantis   complaint   anent   Pitscotties   rest,  the   saidis 
comissioneris  findis  that  Pitscottie  at  the  removeall  of  the  garysone  fira 
Pearth  had  payit  in  moneyes  and  givin  ordour  to  maister  John  Patersone 
to  resaue  frome  maister  Robert  Prestoun  4000  lib.  or  thairby  to  be  givin 
to  the  inhabitantis  of  the  said  burgh  wpon  whome  the  souldiouris  of  the 
said  garysone  wes  quartered,  and  that  the  said  John  had  debursit  the 
said  sowme  at  command  of  the  magistratis  for  the  necessar  e£faris  of 
the  said  burgh  but  not  for  the  vse  for  whitch  it  wes  appointed. 
Clark,  Coupar.         25.   Ordaines  thair  generall  dark  in  thair  names  to  wame  the  burgb 
of  Coupar  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  to  ansuer  to  the 
complaint  gevin  in  against  thame  be  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  for  setting 
out  thair  commoun  fairis  to  be  kepit  at  vnfree  places. 
Clark,  con-  26.  The   present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  thair  generall 

dark  in  thair  names  to  wreat  to  the  conservatour  intreatting  him  to  deall 
with  maister  Robert  Broun,  quha  now  exerccises  the  place  of  ane  mini3ter 
at  the  towne  of  Campheir,  to  continew  still  to  serue  at  the  said  cure  wntill 
the  borrowis  farder  ordour,  as  also  to  know  what  sowmes  of  money  be- 
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longing  to  the  poor  of  the  said  towne  remaines  in  his  handis  and  James  Edinburgh. 
Weirs  factouris,  and  to  report  ane  ansuer  thairof  with  the  first  convenient      ^  ^ 


Clark,  con- 
OCCasiOne.  servator. 

27.  Anent  the  10  act  of  the  last  particular  convention e  of  burrowis  UniawfuU 

!••  11         !•        /*    k  1         -i-i*  -r>/»/-x»/»  i-r\        commissioners. 

ordaining  the  burghis  of  Anstruther  Easter,  Bamf,  Queinsferry  and  Dor- 
noch to  send  their  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  to  ansuer  for 
choysing  of  certane  persones  to  be  comissioneris  for  thair  burghis  to  the 
generall  conventione  haldin  at  Edinburgh  in  August  1652,  the  present 
comissioneris  dispenssis  with  the  saidis  burghis  in  respect  of  the  tyme  and 
occasione  quhairfoir  they  maid  choys  of  such  persouns,  and  discharges  any 
burgh  heirefter  wpon  any  pretext  whatsumever  to  elect  any  comissioneris 
to  attend  any  generall  or  particular  conventiones  but  such  as  ar  qualified 
confofme  to  the  actes  of  burrowis  mad   thairanent,  wnder  the  paine  of  * 

200  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

28.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Arbroath  craiv-  |^PP^^*^^®' 
ing  ane  new  suplie  for  repairing  of  thair  herberie,  as  also  for  payment  of  The  last  pairt 
the  sowme  of  480   merkis  dew  be  the  burrowis  to  the  said  burgh,  the^^j*^**'* 
present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  said  sowme  of  480  merkis 

to  be  presentlie  payit,  and  continewis  the  said  supplicatione  to  be  ane 
heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

29.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wnderstanding  that  seuerall  ^®??^"^, 
of  thair  number  who  does  meit  with  thame  at  generall  and  particular  disscJhSg. 
meltings,  contrair  to  the  actes  of  burro wes  does  desert  the  respectiue 
meitingis  befoir  the  subscryveing  of  the  bulk,  notwithstanding  thair 
comissiouns  does  ordain  the  contrair,  for  remeid  quherof  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  have  statut  and  ordanit  that  na  comissioner  of 
burrowis  haveing  once  present  his  comissione  at  any  generall  or  particular 
conventione  sail  tak  wpon  hand  to  desert  the  said  melting  till  the  bulk 

be  subscryvit,  without  the  speciall  licence  and  consent  of  the  haill 
remanent  burrowis,  and  that  wnder  the  paine  of  40  lib.  to  be  payit  to 
the  borrowis. 

30.  Referring  to  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Craill  for  help  to  the  Supi)Ucatlon, 
repair  of  their  harbour,  the  commissioners  appointed  the  burghs  of  St  Andrews, 
Coupar,  Anstruther  Easter  and  Kirkcaldy  to  visit  the  harbour  on  2d  August, 

and  report  its  condition  and  the  ability  of  the  burgh  to  next  general  con- 
vention. 
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Edinbxtbgh. 
7  July  1654. 

Dumbartan, 
oommon  milne. 


Dumferme- 
ling,  Dumf  reis, 
unniw  absenta 


Excuis,  Inner- 
nes,  Elgin, 
Forres. 


North  Ber- 
wick, CuUen, 
exemptione. 


31.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  burgh  of 
Dumbartane,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  agent,  to  prosecut  the  actione 
intentit  be  theme  against  John  Semple  son  to  wmquhill  John  Simple,  lat 
provest  of  thair  burgh,  anent  recovering  of  thair  comoun  mibie  furth  of 
his  handis  to  be  added  to  the  comoun  good  of  thair  burgh. 

32.  Anent  the  supplicatione  be  way  of  missiwe  lettres  presentit  to 
the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  frome  the  burghis  of  Dumfermling  and 
Dumfreis  desyring  that  they  may  be  excused  for  not  sending  of  thair 
comissioneris  for  attending  of  this  present  meiting  of  the  burrowis  in 
regaird  of  the  danger  of  robbing  be  the  way  and  wther  hazardis  and 
dangeris  daylie  falling  out  in  thair  burghis,  occasioned  be  the  Scottis  soul* 
dieris  daylie  robing  thair  houssis,  and  taking  away  thair  hors,  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  refuissis  to  accept  of  thair  excuis  and  thairfoir 
wnlawis  the  saidis  burghis  ilk  ane  of  theme  in  the  sowme  of  20  lib.  for 
thair  absence  from  this  present  conventione,  and  ordaines  the  agent  to 
exact  the  saidis  wnlawis  and  to  be  chairged  thairwith  in  his  accomptes. 

33.  Anent  the  supplicatiouns  be  way  of  missive  letteris  presentit  to 
the  present  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  direct  frome  the  burghes  of 
Innemes,  Elgyn,  and  Forres,  desyring  that  they  micht  be  excused  for  not 
sending  thair  comissioner  for  attending  the  present  conventione  of  bor- 
rowis  in  respect  that  both  the  armies  lyes  for  the  present  in  thes  feildis, 
the  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  acceptes  of  thair  excuissis  and  dis- 
chairges  the  exacting  of  any  wnlawis  frome  theme  for  thair  absence  pro- 
vyding  they  ratefie  and  approw  quhat  is  done  at  this  present  meiting  and 
pay  the  dewes  of  the  missive. 

34.  Anent  the  supplicationis  be  way  of  missive  letters  direct  frome 
the  burghis  of  North  Berwick  and  Cullen  to  the  present  comissioneris  of 
borrowis  presentlie  conveined,  desyring  that  they  may  be  excuised  for  not 
sending  thair  commissioneris  for  attending  this  present  meiting  of  bur- 
rowis in  respect  of  thair  inhabilitie  to  furnisch  out  thair  comissioneris  for 
attending  the  samyne,  thair  burghis  being  so  far  decayed,  pairtlie  be 
burding  and  wther  insupportable  burdingis,  as  also  desyring  ane  exemp- 
tione  frome  sending  thair  comissioneris  to  attend  thair  meitingis  for  such 
ane  competent  space  as  the  burrowis  sould  think  fit,  the  present  comia* 
sioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  the  poor  conditione  of  the  saidis  burghia^ 
and  being  informed  of  the  certantie  of  thair  low  conditione  be  the  adjacent 
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burrowis,    acceptis   of  thair   excuissis  for   the   caussis   abonewrittin   and  Edinbtiboh. 
grantis  exemptione  to  the  said  is  burghis  frome  sending  thair  comissioneris 


for  attending  the  generall  and  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  for  the  wick,  Cuiien, 
spaice  of  three  yeares.     [The  exemptions  are  granted  on  the  usual  con-  ""-P"-"- 
ditions  of  ratification  of  acts,  &c.] 

35.  The  commissioners  relieved  George  Jardin  of  his  cautionary  obligation  for  Wallace, 
John  Wallace,  factor  at  Campheir,  and  accepted  John  Downie  with  William  and  'aoto»*>c»«tion- 
Robert  Weir  as  his  present  cautioners. 

10  July  1654. 

36.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  merchantis  of  the  burgh  SuppUcatione, 
of  Haddingtoun  against  the  magistratis,  counsal,  and  craftes  of  the  said  HadSin^un 
burgh,  compleaning  that  wnfriemen  vsurpis  the  libertie  of  free  burgessis  ^^  magw- 
within  thair  said  burgh  and  ar  not  punisched  be  the  magistratis  thairof, 
and  desyring  that  they  may  have  ane  dein  of  guild  electit  in  thair  burgh, 
conforme  to  the  priviledge  granted  to  them  with  the  rest  of  the  free  bur- 
rowis of  this  natione,  who  may  advert  to  such  abussis  and  obviat  the 
samyne,  with  severall  wther  abussis  alledgit  comitted  be  the  said  magis- 
tratis in  thair  electiones  and  in  wther  matteris,  as  the  said  supplicatione 
at  mair  lenth  bearis,  which  being  sein  and  considderit  be  the  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined,  togither  with  another  supplicatione  pre- 
sented to  them  be  the  magistratis  and  counsal  of  the  said  burgh  subscryuit 
be  seuerall  of  the  inhabitantis  handis,  with  seuerall  wther  paperis  pro- 
duced be  them,  quhilkis  all  being  seriouslie  considderit  be  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined,  finding  the  samyne  to  be 
of  hie  concemement  and  that  the  samyn  may  tend  to  ane  great  divisione 
in  the  said  burgh  if  present  remedie  be  not  found  to  prevent  the  samyne, 
and  both  the  saidis  pairties  being  conveined  befoir  this  present  conven- 
tione of  borrowis  they  both  with  one  consent  submittis  the  deceisione  of 
all  thair  contraversies  to  the  comissioneris  of  the  borrowis  as  onlie  com-  • 
petent  judgis  is  such  lyk  caices  ;  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  of 
borrowis  nominatis  and  appointis  Robert  Sandielandis  and  John  Meikle 
for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Robert  Stewart  for  the  burgh  of  Lithgowe, 
George  Gairdine  for  the  burgh  of  Bruntilland,  and  James  Lauder  to  be 
for  the  burgh  of  Dumbar,  to  meit  and  con  vein  at  the  burgh  of  Hadding- 
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EDiifBUROH.  toun  the  9  day  of  August  nixt,  and  thair  to  deall  with  the  magistratis^ 
'._  *'  •_  merchantis,  and  haill  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  for  ane  amicable  de- 
iiierchttiitiH,  *  coisiono  of  all  differences  amongst  thame,  and  the  burgh  of  Hadingtoun 
contra"inI^ri8!-  ^  ^®  ^'^^  convciner  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
tratH.  gcnerall  conventione  of  the  borrowis ;   and  in  the  meane  tyme  that  the 

magistratis  tak  notice  that  peace  may  be  keiped  in  thair  burgh  betuix 
the  saidis  pairties,  and  the  contraveineris  thairof  to  be  subject  in  payment 
of  ane  wnlaw  of  three  hundreth  mcrkis. 
Agent,  Poorth.  37.  Ordaines  the  agent  to  allow  to  the  burgh  of  Pearth  for  the  first 
end  of  thair  proportione  of  the  missive  the  sowme  of  100  merkis  payed 
be  them  to  the  maisseris  in  December  1650.  [Each  burgh  to  repay 
the  agent  their  share  next  general  convention]. 
Hiipplicftticne,  38.  Ancnt  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  comissioners  of 

Trniiont  contra  burrowis  bo  the  baxtcris  of  Tranent  against  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  for 
Uttddingtoun.  Hto|)ing  and  impeding  them  to  sell  thair  bread  wpon  the  mercat  dayes 
befoir  elevin  houris  in  the  forenoon,  contrair  to  actis  of  burrowis  and 
parliament  and  custome  of  wther  burghis,  the  present  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  having  heard  and  considderit  the  said  supplicatioune  they  find 
the  burgh  of  Hadingtoun  to  have  done  wrong  in  hindering  the  saidis 
baxtoris  of  Tranent  frome  selling  of  thair  breid  frome  evineing  to  morning 
as  wther  burghis  permittis  wnfrie  baxteris  to  doe  one  public  mercat  dayes, 
and  thairfoir  remittis  to  the  comissioneris  that  ar  appointed  to  meit  at  the 
burgh  of  Hadingtoun  in  August  nixt  for  composing  the  difference  betuix 
the  magistratis  and  merchandis  of  that  burgh  to  tak  cognitione  of  the 
said  complaint  and  to  remeid  the  same  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione  ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme  to  sell  thair 
bread  wpon  the  publict  mercat  dayes  frome  morning  to  evining  as  in 
wther  burghis. 


Ramfrow,  un- 
freo  tredders. 


11  July  1654. 

39.  On  a  supplication  against  the  burgh  of  Kamfrow  permitting  nnfree  traders 
within  their  jurisdiction,  "  and  cspcciallie  thes  of  Kilmalcolme  and  Greinock,  to 
salt  hciring  and  set  up  chopes  in  thair  tounes/'  the  comniissioners  ordained  Ram- 
frow to  produce  to  next  general  convention  their  diligence  in  punishing  the  unfree 
traders. 
Exomptione  40.  Granted  to  the  burgh  of  Rutherglen  exemption  from  sending  oommis- 

Huthorglon.  o  *  o 
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sioners  to  the  convention   of  burghs  for  the  space  of  three  years,  on  the  usual  Edinburgh. 

,...                                                      ^                          ^                            J       °^                              llJulyl654. 
conditions.  i 

41.  Ordained  the  agent  to  prosecute  certain  burghs  for  dues  payable  under  A^ent,  dili- 
several  acts  of  convention.  ^ompi^nt?'* 

42.  Anent  the  complaint  givin  in  be  maister  John  Patersone,  comis-  Pearth  contra 
sioner  for  the  burgh  of  Pearth,  against  John  Mercer,  somtyme  thair®^^®^ 
comoun  dark,  representing  to  the  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  presentlie 
conveined  that  the  said  John  Mercer  had  obteaned  sentence  against  thame 
to  repossess  him  in  the  place  and  office  of  comoun  clarkschip  within 
thair  burgh  notwithstanding  of  the  decreit  of  the  lordis  of  sessione  in 
anno  1642  and  of  the  counsall  at  Pearth  adhearing  thairto,  and  be  the 
exerceise  of  John  Elder,  thair  lat  dark,  in  the  said  place  and  office  duiring 
his  lyftyme  from  July  1642  to  July  1651,  as  also  that  the  said  John 
Mercer  duiring  [his  charge]  frome  anno  1623  to  1642,  being  19  yeiris,  his 
deportment  wes  such  that  thair  ar  severall  objectiounes  against  him  in 
the  exerceise  of  his  place  and  office,  the  want  of  counsall  buikis,  actis,  re- 
cordis  and  registers,  naway  knowin  to  the  said  burgh  the  tyme  foirsaid, 
the  present  comissioneris  taking  to  thair  considderatione  the  great  incon- 
veniences that  may  befall  to  the  said  burgh  through  the  insufficiencie  of 
one  exerceising  the  place  of  comoun  dark  within  the  said  burgh,  and  for 
settling  of  any  difference  that  may  arys  thairfra,  have  thairfoir  ordained 
the  burghis  of  Dundie,  St  Androis,  Coupar,  Burntilland  and  Kirkaldie  to 
convein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth  the  25  of  July  instant,  three  of  them 
being  ane  quorum,  and  to  tak  inspectione  of  all  the  counsall  and  protho- 
call  buikis,  actis,  recordis  and  registeris  during  the  19  yeiris  the  said 
John  Mercer  exerceised  the  said  place  and  office,  and  of  the  richt  dis- 
chairge  of  his  dewitie,  with  power  also  to  the  said  burrowis  to  convein  the 
persouns  befoir  tham  and  to  compose  the  difference  in  the  said  particular, 
and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  particular  conventions 
of  burrowis  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

43.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considering  that  severall  Pa^jc^^"*  con- 
bussienes  may  occur  in  relatione  to  the  estat  of  burrowis  to  be  resolved 
vpon  befoir  thair  comissioneris  be  chosen  for  attending  the  ensueing 
parliament  at  Londone  in  September  nixt,  and  for  giving  them  instruc- 
tiounes  quhat  they  ar  to  demand  for  the  maintenance  of  their  privileges 
and   keiping   the  samyn   inteir,  for  this  effect  they  have  nominat  and 
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Edinburgh,     appointed  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Stirling,  Abirdein, 

— ILI L  Lythgow,  Sanct  Androis,  Glasgow,  Haddingtoun,  Bruntilland,  Eirkaldie, 

ventioDe?^  *^"'  Arbroath,  Coupar,  Kinghome,  Dumbar  and  Innerkeithing,  to  meit  and  con- 
vein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  1 5  day  of  August  nixt,  and  thair  to 
woit  and  conclud  anent  such  effearis  as  most  concernis  the  weall  of  the 
estait  of  burrowis  at  this  present  tyme ;  and  becaus  the  particular 
sowmes  efterfoUowing  (to  wit) — [The  burghs  were  ordained  to  send  to 
the  particular  convention  their  proportional  shares  of  certain  sums 
enumerated  in  this  act]. 
TOnc^  Had-  43  a.  Ordaincs  thair  generall  dark  to  wreat  to  the  magistratis  of 

dingtoun.  Haddingtoun  to  permitt  the  wnfree  baxteris  in  Tranent  to  sell  thair 
bread  one  the  publict  mercat  dayes  at  any  hour  they  pleas  wntill  such 
tyme  as  the  comissioneris  [repair  to  the  said  burgh]  for  composing 
of  wther  differences  betuix  the  magistratis  and  merchandis  of  the  said 
burgh  and  taking  nottice  of  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  baxteris  of 
Tranent  against  the  said  burghe. 

LumsdeD,  fao-        44.  On  the  supplication  of  Alexander  Farquhair  to  be  relieved  of  his  caation- 
tor,  suspendit.  ^^^  obligation  for  Mr  Thomas  Lumsdene,  factor  at  Campheir,  the  comissioneris 
suspended  the  latter  from  exercising  his  office  till  he  found  a  new  cautioner. 

bring  and  45.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  comissioneris  of 

borrowis  be  Robert  Stewart,  provest  of  Lynlithgow,  craving  the  sowme  of 
200  lib.,  with  the  annualrentis  thairof  since  August  1  638,  for  his  attend- 
Thisactdeiait.  ance  in  the  prosecutione  of  the  actiones  intendit  be  the  burghis  of  Irving 
and  Ramfrew  against  thair  vnfreemen,  and  for  payment  thairof  had  ane  act 
of  burrowis  granted  in  his  favoures  at  Stirling  in  August  1648  yearis,  the 
present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  continewes  the  same  to  be  ane  head  of 
the  nixt  missive. 
Supplicatione  45  a.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgessisof  Edinburgh 

Edinburgh  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  convemed,  compleanmg  that  they 
oontiaburghii.  ^j,  much  wronged  in  severall  burghis  quhair  they  trafficque  at  their  pub* 
lict  mercatis  for  buying  of  Scottis  cloath  and  selling  of  thair  commodities 
in  the  saidis  burghis  by  heichting  of  thair  customes,  and  in  special! 
maner  at  the  burghis  of  Stirling,  Lithgow,  Kinghome,  Bruntilland, 
Dumfermling,  Coupar,  and  Haddingtoun,  fyning  and  incarcerating 
thame,  alledging  thair  weichtis  and  measures  to  be  wnjust ;  for  remeid 
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heirof  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  that  the  burghis  of  ^7?^^^^ 
Stirling,  Lithgow,  Kinghorne,  Bruntilland,  Dumfermline,  and  Coupar  be 


wamit  to  ansuer  to  the  nixt  particular  conventione  to  the  said  complaint,  m&^h^d^oi 
and  ordaines  George  Chancelour  and  Thomas  George,  two  of  the  suppli-  S^^^b^Aig. 
cantis,  to  attend  thes  that  ar  to  repair  to  Hadingtoun  the  nynt  day  of 
August  nixt  for  remeid  the  wrong  done  to  them  in  the  said  burgh  by 
heichting  of  thair  customes  ;  and  the  weichtis  and  measuris  of  all  such 
merchandis  traffiqueris  within  this  natioun  about  such  commodities  sail  have 
thair  weichtis  and  measuris  merked  be  the  deane  of  gild  of  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh,  and  being  so  marked  to  be  esteimed  just  and  upricht,  and  the 
persones  free  from  any  such  truble  in  tyme  cuming,  and  ordaines  ilk  burgh 
to  intimat  the  samyne  to  thair  burghis  at  thair  hame  cuming. 

46.  Anent  the  supplicatioune  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Sanquhar  to  |"PP^^^**o**«» 
the  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveened,  complaining  misMve. 
that  they  ar  rated  at  ane  third  pairt  moir  in  thair  assessmentis  nor  thair 
proportione  will  amount  till  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll,  the  present  comis- 
sioneris of  burrowis  remittis  the  consideratione  of  the  said  supplications 
to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  ordaines  the 
comissioneris  of  Lynlithgow  and  Sanct  Androis  to  speik  with  maister 
Biltoun,  thesaurer  for  the  Inglis  army,  and  to  give  him  ane  trew  infor- 
matione  of  the  just  proportione  of  the  said  burgh  conforme  to  the  taxt 
roll,  and  to  deall  with  him  that  he  wold  give  ordour  to  the  coUectour  of 
the  cess  in  that  schyr  not  to  exact  any  moir  of  the  said  burgh  but  con- 
forme to  thair  just  proportione  contained  in  the  taxt  roll 


12  July  1654. 

47.  Kefen-ing  to  the  43d  act  of  this  convention,  appointing  the  sum  of  Buitowm  to  be 
£2863,  ITs.  4d.,  to  be  presently  paid  to  the  agent,  and  the  burghs  to  send  their  J^^^j^^ia^ 
proportion  to  the  particular  convention  in  August,  the  commissioners  ordained  2863  Ub. 
intimation  to  be  given  to  certain  burghs  as  foUows : — The  commissioner  of  St 
Andrews  to  intimate  to  all  the  burghs  of  Fyfe  ;  James  Bell  for  Glasgow,  to  inti- 
mate to  Eamfrow  and  Lanark  ;  David  Donaldson  for  Brichane,  to  intimate 
to  Montrose  ;  William  Petir  for  Aberdeen,  to  intimate  to  Forres,  Elgin,  Nairn, 
Innemes,  Dornoch,  Dingwall  and  Taine  ;  John  Paterson  for  Perth,  to  intimate  to 
Culrose  ;  Walter  Watsone  for  Dumbartane,  to  intimate  to  Rothesay  and  Inver- 
ary  ;  Patrik  Young  for  Haddingtoun,  to  intimate  to  Lauder  and  North  Berwik ; 

3C 
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also  the   saidis  comissioneris  have  thoght  fitt  that  some  able  and  weall  Edinburgh. 
qualefied  persone  be  maid  choys  of  to  prosecut  the  said  bussines  wpon  ^ 


FyiiGs  for- 

the  chairge  and  expenssis  of  the  severall  creditouris  thairin  concerned  ;  faited'per- 
and  to  that  effect  gives  power  and  comissione  to  the  burghs  of  Edin-  ^^^  *°*  ^ 
burgh,  Lithgow,  and  such  wther  nightbouring  burghis  as  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh sail  advertise,  to  conveine  thither  and  mak  thair  applicationes  to 
the  saidis  comissioneris  to  the  eflFect  abonewrittin ;  and  give  neid  beis  to 
mak  choys  of  the  said  agent,  and  to  doe  everie  thing  els  that  may  conduce 
to  the  furtherance  of  the  said  bussienes. 

53.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Andrew  Moncur,  post,  £40  for  his  bypast  Moncur,  post, 
services. 

54.     The    present    comissioneris    of   burrowis    haue    appointed    theCoaii. 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Haddingtoun,  Dumbar  and   Bruntilland 
to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the  first  Tysday  of  August  nixt,  and  everie  succeid- 
ing  Tysday  of  the  succeiding  Inonethis,  for  prosecuting  of  the  matter  of 
the  coall  upon  the  charges  of  the  burrowis. 

b5.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie  and  Hadingtoun  to  report  their  dili'  Haddingtoun, 
gence  in  prosecuting  unfree  traders  within  the  towns  of  Prestonpannes  and  New-  unfree  tiwld- 
havine,  and  Kirkcaldie  in  punishing  unfree  traders  in  Linktoun  and  other  places  den. 
within  their  bounds. 

56.  The  commissioners  unlawed  the  burghs  absent  from  this  convention  in  Burghs  absent 
the  sum  of  £20  each.  unlawit. 

57.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  Edinburgh, 
tion  to  he  held  at  Edinburgh,  beginnmg  Ist  July  next.  SJnlffiS!! 

58.  The  commissioners  discharged  the  agent  from  doing  any  diligence  against  Dundee. 
Dundee  for  £796  till  15th  August  next. 

59.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  George  Chein  £100   "for  guid  extra- George Chein. 
ordinarie  paines  and  trouble." 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh, 

Edinburgh,    Robert  Sandielandis,   Johne  Meikle  ;  Pearth,  Mr  Johne  EDnrauROH. 
Patersone  ;  Stirling,  Christopher  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  16.54. 
Glasgow,  James  Bell ;   Haddingtoun,  Patrik  Young  ;  Bruntilland,  George 
Broune  ;  Innerkeything,  Thomas  Thomsone  ;  Dundie,  Abirdeine,   Sanct* 
androis,  Kirkcaldie,  Coupar,  Arbroath,  Kinghome,  Dumbar,  (blank). 


f 
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Edinburgh.  .  ^  -tatiA 

15  August  lo  August  1654. 

1654. 

Election  ^*  Archibald  Tod,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 

moderator.        moderator. 

16  August  1654. 

Morchandisof  2.  [For  performance  of  the  45a  act  of  last  general  conventione,] 

Haddiu^un.  Compeared  the  present  magistratis  of  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun    and 
obliged  thameselues  of  thair  owin  consentis  to  regulat  thadr  customes  at 
thair    portis,    stand    maillis,   weyedge,   and   wther   pettie    customes,    as 
foUowis  to  wit ;  for  ilk  load  of  merchand  guidis  camming  in  at   thair 
portis  one  the  weiklie  mercat  dayes,  tuelue  penyes  scotis,  and  at  thair 
publict  fairis,  tua  schilling  scottis  ;  and  for  ilk  stand  maill  of  ane  daili 
length   one   thair  weiklie  mercat  dayes,  tuelue  penyes,  and  one  thair 
publict  mercat  dayes,  tua  schillingis  ;  for  the  weyadge  of  each  pack  or 
half  pack  of  woole,  lynt,  and  such  comodities,  for  ilk  stane  thairof  four 
penyes,  and  for  any  quantitie  about  four  stane  and  wndir,  aucht  penyes 
for  ilk  stane  weight ;  item,  for  ilk  back  burding  of  guidis  cuming  in  at 
thair  portis,  6d  ;  item,  for  ilk  pack  of  Inglisch  merchandice  cuming  in  or 
going  out  at  the  port,  ilk  hors  pack  28.  ;  item,  for  ilk  hors  pack  of  wool! 
cuming  or  going,  Is.  ;  item,  for  ilk  back  burding  of  wooll,  68.;  item^  the 
pack  of  wooll  going  out,   28 ;  item,    for  ilk   hors  load  of  fisch,   flesch, 
come  and  all  wther  sort  of  wiveris  at  the  port  to  pay  onlie  4d  ;  item^  the 
back  burdin  thairof  to  pay  2d  ;  item,  ilk  load  of  aill  to  pay  2d ;  item,  for 
ilk  burdin  or  four  gallon  barrell.  Id  ;  item,  for  ilk  hors  load  of  plough- 
graith,    cairtis,    waines,    saddis,    harrowis,    barrowis    and    siclik    wthair 
geir,  lame  pottis,  pitcheris,  cuming  or  going  out,  4d  ;  item,  ilk  burdin 
thairof,  2d;  item  of  ilk  hors,  meir  or  stage,  going  to  the  mercat,  Is;  item, 
of  ilk  ox  and  cow  going  to  the  mercat.  Is ;  item,  of  ilk  slaughter  scheip 
or  lambe,  2d  ;  item,  of  ilk  scoir  of  horse.  Is  ;  item,  of  ilk  suyne,  8d.  With 
the  which  offer   the  present  comissioneris   of  borrowis  and  the  saidis 
compleaneris  wer  satisfied,  and   thairfoir  they  ordean  the  saidis  magis- 
tratis of  Haddingtoun  to  mak  ane  act  of  thair  counsall  containing  the 
table   abonewrittin,  ordaining  thair  customeris  to  exact   the  dewis  and 
petti  customes  of  the  burgh  confonne  thairto,  and  the  samyn  to  be  mad 
publict  and  affixed  wpon  thair  portis  and  publict  places  of  thair  biurgh,  to 
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the  effect  that  no  such  wronsre  be  comitted  heirefter,  and  that  ane  double  Edinbuboh. 
thairof,  togither  with  the  saidis  magistratis  dilligence  [as  to]  thair  treadsmen  lew. 
within  thair  burgh,  wpon  quhat  ground  they  exact  auchte  penyes  (quhich  Merchandis  of 
they  call  boxpenyes)  of  all  sort  of  merchandice  imported  to  the  said  burgh  g^^^Jm 
[be  delivered]  to  Robert  Sandielandis,  present  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh,  betuix  and  the  first  of  Septembir  nixt ;  and  ordaines  this 
present  ordour  to  be  obserued  in  the  said  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  in  all 
[time]  heirefter,  and  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib. 

3.  [The  commissioners  being  ripely  advised  anent  the  38th  act  of  Baxteris,  Had- 
last  general  convention]  and  haveing  called  befoir  them  the  saidis  magis-  *^*^ 
tratis    of  Haddingtoun    and    the   saidis   compleaneris,   they   deceme  as 

followis  (to  wit)  that  the  saidis  outland  baxters  sail  begin  the  saill  of 
thair  breid  in  summer  and  winter  at  nyn  houris  in  the  morning  and  to 
continew  till  night  without  interuptione,  and  that  they  may  sell  bread  to 
the  walue  of  sex  penyes,  12d.,  2s.,  four  schillingis,  and  the  samyn  to  be 
markit  with  i,  ii,  iiij  and  vj,  provyding  the  samyn  be  sufficient  stuff  and 
in  weight  conforme  to  the  pase  of  Haddingtoun  ;  as  also  that  all 
baxteris  repairing  to  the  said  burgh  and  settis  doune  ane  load  of  breid 
wpon  the  calsay  of  the  said  burgh  to  be  sold  sail  inact  themselues  in  the 
counsall  buikis  of  Haddingtoun  to  grind  each  of  them  at  the  comoun 
mylnes  of  the  said  burgh  ane  chalder  of  wheat  yearlie,  and  to  begin  the 
grinding  thairof  in  the  beginning  of  Septembir  nixt ;  with  the  which 
ordinance  both  the  saidis  pairties  being  contentit,  the  present  comis- 
sioneris  ordaines  the  samyne  in  all  tym  cuming  to  be  inviolable  keiped 
and  the  saidis  baxteris  to  be  milne  free  at  all  occasionis,  they  paying  the 
ordinar  dewis. 

17  August  1654. 

4.  The  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera-  Election,, 
tione  the  supplicatione  contained  in  the  36  act  of  the  last  generall  con-  SSfcWtoun, 
ventione,  [and  in  obedience  to  the  order  therein  contained,  Robert  Sand-  ™iMi^«« 
landis,  John  Meikle  and  Robert  Stewart  having  met  in  Haddingtoun  on 

9th  August  instant]  and  haveing  takine  tryall  of  the  electione  of  thair 
magistratis  and  constitutione  of  thair  councell  and  have  maid  thair  report 
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KDnrBTBOB.     to  W8  thairanent  quhairin  they  find  thair  ocNiDsall  to  consist  <^  thertie 

i«&4r^^^^        persouns,  qiihairof  sevin  merchandis  and  elevin  laboiiris  of  ground  and 

jQ^^jti^^  maltmen,  and  tuelue  ciaftis  men  quhairof  nyne  deikins  and  ane  baillie 

v^^^taan    ^^^  ^^^  wther  twa  craftsiDen  oounsellouris ;  quhich  repcnrt  being  serioaslie 

miMTe.        '  considderit  be  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  they  find  the  samyn 

to  be  contrair  to  the  actes  of  parliament  and  burrowis,  and  thairfoir  they 

haue  reduced  thair  number  to  tuentie  fyve  persouns  quhich  schall  consist 

of  sextein  merchandis  quhairof  thair  salbe  ten  actuall  traficking  merchantis 

and  sex  that  ar  wnder  no  deykinrie  and  nyne  craflismen  to  mak  wp  the 

said  number  of  tuentie  fyve,  provyding  that  at  Michaebnas  nixt,  or  one 

thair  ordinar  day  of  electione,   that  thair  provest,   three   baillies,   and 

thesaurer  be  chosen  out  of  the  sextein  merchandis  proportionallie,  to  wit^ 

three  of  the  saidis  number  of  the  ten  actuall  merchandis  and  the  wther 

tua  of  wther  sex,  and  the  leiting  and  voiceing  to  be  and  continew  as  in 

former  tymes ;  and  this  to  continew  to  be  approvin  or  not  approvin  be 

the  next  generall  conventione  off  burrowis ;  and  as  to  that  pairt  of  the 

supplicatione  anent  the  electione  of  ane  dein  of  gild  in  the  said  burgh  it  is 

continued  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

Tnnerk<;}-tbing,         ^-  Ordained  the  agent  to  concar  with  the  burgh  of  Innerkeyihing  in  ^  the 
unfree  tread-    prosecutione  of  ane  actione  intentit  against  them  be  oertane  ehopmen." 

deru. 

Tahie,  cus-  6.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  merchandis  of  Edinbaigh 

twm©»,  mwBive.  ^  ^Yie  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  craving  that  one  universall  cours 
may  be  takin  through  the  haill  free  burghis  of  this  natione  that  thair 
may  be  ane  table  in  cache  burgh  of  thair  pettie  customes,  schoir  dewis, 
and  wther  dewis  of  the  burgh  which  may  be  conform  to  the  table  of 
Edinburgh,  which  may  be  maid  publict  and  knowin  to  all  repairing  to  the 
saidis  mercatis,  and  that  thair  mettis  and  weichtis  being  marked  by  th^ 
dein  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  the  samyn  may  be  hauldin  and  reput  just 
and  wpricht  and  that  they  exact  for  weyadg  [no  morej  nor  the  boigh  of 
Edinburgh  does. 

bsents.  7.  Unlaws  the  burghs  absent  from  this  convention  in  £20  eiich. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

1  November 
1654. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  provest,  Robert  Sandilandis,  baillie  ; 
Pearth,  Andrew  Butter,  provest;  Lithgow,  Robert  Stewart,  provest; 
Glasgow,  James  Barnes,  merchand ;  St  Ajidrois,  Andro  Cairstaires, 
merchand ;  Haddingtoun,  Johne  Aytone ;  Eirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergussone, 
merchand ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Andro  Martine,  merchand ;  Brunteland, 
Dauid  Seatoun ;  Dumbar,  George  Forrest ;  Dundie,  Stirling,  Monros, 
Coupar,  Jedburgh,  Culros,  (blank), 

1  November  1654. 

1.  Archibald  Tod,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Election, 
moderator.  moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance  and  voting  similar  to  Houris  of 
those  of  previous  conventions.  ^^^  "**^* 

3  November  1654. 

3.  The  commissioners  being  infoi*med  that  the  burgh  of  Haddington  had  Commiasion- 
advanced  to  William  Thomson,  commissioner  attending  the  parliament  in  London,  ®"*  dewes. 
£1200  Scots  **  for  his  entertainment  in  attending  thair  effairis  thair,''  and  the 

burghs  aflermentioned  being  joined  with  Haddington  for  payment  of  their  pro- 
portions, they  ordained  payment  to  be  made  as  follows  :  Jedburgh,  £192,  12s. ; 
Dumbar,  136,  Ss. ;  Selkirk,  £142,  13fl.  4d. ;  Peibles,  £107;  North  Berwick, 
£42,  16s.  j  Lauder,  £96,  6s. 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveened,  having  Restraint  of 
seriouslie  considderit  ane  act  emitted  by  his  Hienes  the  Protectour  with  J^if/aJt? 
advyce  of  his  counsall  dischairging  the  exportatione  of  skin,  wooll,  hyd, 
and  wtheris  suche  comodities,  furth  of  this  lUand,  and  ordaining  the 
samyne  to  be  maid  vse  of  at  home  in  manufactories  to  be  erected  for  that 
effect,  as  also  the  great  impositione  laid  vpon  salt,  so  that  the  samyn  is  mad 
altogether  vnvsefuU,  and  withall  considdering  the  low  conditione  quhaJr- 
vnto  the  burrowis  of  this  natione  is  now  redacted  through  the  long  con- 
tinewed  truble  thairin,  and  that  treading,  schipping,  and  money  wes  alto- 
gither  decayed  within  the  samyne,  and  that  the  exportatione  of  thes 
comodities   wes   onlie   the   meanes   quhairby   thair   tread   subsisted   and 
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Edinburgh. 
8  November 
1654. 

Restraint  of 
skyne,  hvd, 
wool],  salt. 


forraine  comodities  and  money  imported  in  the  natione,  without  the 
which  they  ar  altogether  vnable  for  errecting  of  manufactories  and  im- 
proving of  the  saidis  commodities  thairin,  without  ane  competent  tyme  be 
allowed  them  for  exportatione  of  the  saidis  comodities,  that  treading  may 
be  againe  establisched  in  the  natione  and  schipping  and  money  brocht  in 
the  samyn,  without  the  which  it  is  impossible  for  the  estate  of  burrowis 
to  subsist  or  to  be  in  capacitie  for  improving  of  the  saidis  qpmodities  in 
manufactories  conform  to  the  said  act ;  thairfoir  the  saidis  comissioneris 
ordanis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  St  Androis,  and  Bruntilland  to 
draw  ane  draught  of  ane  letter  with  instructiones  anent  the  premissis  to 
be  sent  to  the  comissioneris  for  the  burrowis  attending  the  parliament  at 
Londoun  that  ane  tyme  may  be  granted  to  the  burrowis  of  this  natione 
and  libertie  of  transportatione  of  thes  comodities  furth  of  the  samyne  for 
the  caussis  abonementionat ;  lyk  as,  the  said  comissioneris  did  draw  ane 
draught  of  tuo  letters,  one  to  thair  dark,  Williame  Thomsone,  and  another 
to  the  rest  of  thair  comissioneris  at  Londone  to  the  eflfect  abonewrittin, 
and  did  present  the  samyne  to  the  remanent  comissioneris  presentlie  con- 
vened quha  did  approve  thairof ;  and  thairfoir  ordained  Archibald  Tod, 
moderatour,  with  thair  deput  dark,  in  thair  names,  to  subscriue  the  samyn 
and  direct  the  samyn  as  said  is. 


Agent,  dilli- 
gence,  dewet. 


4  November  1654. 

5.  Ordained  the  agent  to  do  diligence  against  certain  burgbs  for  non-payment 
of  their  shares  of  £2863,  17s.  4d.,  mentioned  in  the  47th  act  of  last  general  con- 
vention* 


8  November  1654. 

Agent,  de-  6.  Ordained  that  the  burghs  send  to  next  general  convention  their  shares, 

biimnents.       of  £194,  28.  8d.,  disbursed  by  William  Brown,  their  agent 

Suppiicatio,  7.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  borrowis  be  Mr 

contra  magis-   Thomas  Lumsden,  factor  at  Campheir,  desyring  thame  to  give  ordour  to 

trottia  ^am-  thair  dark  to  wreat  ane  letter  in  his  behalf  to  the  magistratis  at  Campheir 

from  whom  the  said  maister  Thomas  had  bocht  ane  galliot  wpon  thair 

warrandice  wnder  thair  great  seale,  which  galliot  wes  ti^in  frome  him  be 

the  admiralitie  of  Holland,  that  they  sould  mak  ather  good  the  galliot  to 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  393 

him  or  redelyver  to  him  his  money,  as  also  to  wreat  to  William  Thomsons,  Edinburgh. 
thair  dark,  now  attending  the  parliament  at  Londone,  to  deall  with  the  i654. 


Protector  to  obteane  ane  letter  frome  him  in  his  behalf  to  the  saidis  SuppiTcatio, 
magistratis  to  the  effect  abonewrittin  ;  quhilk  desyr  the  saidis  comission-  c  "n™ra  rnajds- 
eris  thocht  resonable  and  thairfor  ordanes  thair  dark  in  thair  names  to  trattis  of  Cam- 
wreat  to  the  saidis  magistratis  in  Campheir,  as  also  to  William  Thomsone, 
thair  dark,  to  the  effect  abonewrittin. 

8.  Anent  another  supplicatione  presentit  be  the  said  maister  Thomas  Complaint, 
Lumsden  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  containing  severall  griv-  contra  conser- 
ances  givin  in  be  him  against  Sir  Thomas  Cuninghame,  conservatour  of  the  ^*^'- 
Scotis  priviledgis  in  the  Low  Cuntries,  and  subscryvit  with  his  hand,  and 
desyring  that  the  said  conservator  may  be  warned  be  thair  generall  dark 

to  appear  befoir  thame  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione  appomted  to  be  at 
Edinburgh  in  July  nixt  to  ansuer  to  these  articles  contained  in  his  lybell, 
the  present  commissioneris  haueing  considderit  the  samyne,  and  finding  that 
if  the  said  maister  Thomas  sail  mak  good  all  thes  articles  contained  in 
his  complaint  that  the  said  conservatour  hes  done  wrong,  and  thairfoir 
ordaines  thair  dark  to  cite  the  said  conservatour  to  appeare  befoir  thame 
at  the  said  nixt  generall  conventione  in  July  nixt,  being  the  yeir  1655, 
and  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrand ;  as  also  considering  that  the  ceiling 
home  of  the  said  conservatour  may  be  werie  prejudiciaJl  to  him,  and  the 
said  maister  Thomas  not  making  good  aU  or  at  least  the  most  pairt  of 
thes  articles  libbellit  be  him  against  the  said  conservatour,  thairfoir  they 
ordaine  the  said  maister  Thomas  to  inact  himself  that  if  he  faill  in  his 
probatione  of  his  allegances  as  said  is,  that  in  that  caice  he  salbe  lyable 
to  what  censur  it  sail  pleas  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  to  lay  wpon  him  ; 
lyk  as,  compeared  the  said  maister  Thomas  Lumsden  and  inacted  himselff 
of  his  owin  consent  that  if  he  failzied  in  the  probationes  of  the  haill 
articles  contained  in  his  complaint  against  the  said  conservatour  that  he 
salbe  lyable  to  any  censur  it  shall  pleas  the  burrowis  to  lay  wpon  him  for 
satisfactione  to  the  said  conservatour  of  any  damage  or  interest  he  sail 
innocentlie  susteane. 

9.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  directed  tua  letteris  Articles  anent 
subscryuit   be    the   moderatour   and   thair  deput  dark  in   name   of  the  ^^^  ' 
remanent  comissioneris,  one  direct  to  William  Thomeone,  thair  dark,  and 

another  to  the  remanent  comissioneris  for  the  burrowis  attending  the  parlia- 

3  D 
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£Di5BrB0H.     meat  at  Londoun,  with  severall  instnictionis  in  relatione  to  the   libertie 
1(^4.  of  tbair  treading  and  priviledge  of  the  burrowis,  the  qnhilks  instractioDis 

Article*  anenT  the  present  comissioneris  ordaines  to  be  insert  in  thair  generall  roister, 
tread.  quhairof  the  tenour  foUowis  : — Find,  that  wee  have  licienoe  to  transport 

skine  and  hyddis  to  thes  places  without  our  cuntre  which  gives  ane  great 
pairt  of  the  rys  of  our  tread.  Secondlie,  that  wee  may  transport  our  eoall 
and  salt  to  whatsoever  places  within  or  without  this  Illand  in  what  bod- 
domes  the  merchand  may  be  best  serued  with  for  thair  advantage. 
Thirdlie,  that  wee  have  licence  to  import  all  comodities,  speciallie  salt, 
fronie  France  or  Spaine  in  what  boddimes  is  most  for  the  advantage  <^ 
the  merchand,  which  is  the  onlie  thing  that  makis  our  salmond,  beifl^  and 
herring.  Fov^rthlie,  that  all  our  goodis  heir  imported  or  exported  be  onlie 
lyable  to  pay  impositione  according  to  the  customes  settled  heir  by  the 
lawis  and  buik  of  raites.  Fyftlie,  that  as  towardis  this  natione  thair  be 
no  restraint  of  thes  comodities  wee  cannot  subsist  without  and  that  it 
salbe  free  for  any  stranger  to  import  them  though  they  be  not  the  growth 
of  the  cuntrey  he  bringis  thame  frome.  Sextlie,  that  wee  may  have  our 
stapl  at  Campheir  continewed  to  ws  without  change  or  alteratione  for 
resait  of  thes  stapl  goods  as  befoir,  with  all  the  priviledges  thairto 
belonging  also.  SeventhZie,  that  the  act  in  favoures  of  the  souldiooris 
may  be  so  qualified  that  non  ar  to  exerceise  thair  respective  callingis  ather 
be  themselues  or  servantis  duiring  the  tyme  they  ar  in  charge  in  the 
arniie,  and  that  when  they  sail  set  wp  they  shall  onlie  set  wpp  in  free  bur- 
rowis  wnto  which  they  salbe  subject  to  the  government  thairof  in  all 
thingis  according  to  the  lawes  and  customes  of  that  place,  without 
reseiding  thairfra,  and  sail  wndirgo  thair  proportione  of  burding  and 
wther  portable  chairges  as  wtheris  in  thair  conditione  of  tread  thair  ac- 
cording to  thair  abilities.  Eighthlie,  that  the  burrowis  for  thair  encour- 
adgment  may  have  thair  wonted  proportione  as  the  thrid  in  relatione  to 
the  representative  of  the  government  in  parliament,  and  those  to  be  maid 
chois  of  by  the  whole  commissioneris  frome  the  respectiue  burrowis  at 
such  tymes  as  they  salbe  requyred.  Xyntlie,  that  for  some  tyme  the  cea 
of  the  burrowis  may  be  takin  off  or  ane  great  pairt  thairof  becaus  of  tliair 
great  burding  of  quarteringis.  Tenthlie,  that  the  debtis  contractit  since 
tlie  18  of  Appryll  1(548,  and  also  befoir,  the  cautioneris  be  not  freed  but 
that  the  creditoures  be  provydit  for  since  the  most  pairt  of  thes  sowmes  be- 
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longis  to  these  of  the  burrowis.       Eleventhlie,  that  ye  will  not  be  want-  Edinburgh. 
ing  for  aiding  by  your  best  counsell  and  assistance  such  persones  that  1654. 


shall  have  thair  recours  to  yow  to  mediat  with  the  parliament  or  counsall  Articles  anent 
of  estait  or  his  Heighness  for  thair  greit  losses  which  they  'have  sus-  ^®*^' 
teaned  in  any  wnwarrantabl  way  by  sea  or  land  since  the  lait  warres  and 
differences  betiiix  the  tuo  nationes.  And  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  bur- 
rowis considdering  that  the  said  bussienes  now  in  hand  is  of  so  hie  con- 
cernment in  relation  to  the  good  of  the  haill  estait  of  burrowis  within 
this  natione,  and  that  walid  and  strong  reasones  wold  be  added  to  the 
instructiounes  abonewrittin  hauldin  furth  the  extreame  necessitie  of  thair 
desyres,  and  that  vtheris  thair  vrgent  effaires  will  not  allow  them  so  much 
tyme  as  to  conclud  vpon  the  saidis  reasones  to  be  added  as  said  is,  thair- 
foir  they  recomend  the  samyne  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  add  to  the 
saidis  instructiounes  the  most  walid  and  strong  reasones  they  can  think 
vpon  for  effectuating  of  thair  desjrres ;  and  if  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth 
pund  sterling  be  requyred  be  thair  comissioneris  attending  the  parlia- 
ment at  Londone  for  promoting  of  the  said  bussienes,  they  ordaine  the 
said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  advance  the  samyne  and  the  haill  burrowis  to 
be  lyabl  in  payment  of  thair  proportione  of  the  said  sowme  till  some 
moir  effectuall  cours  be  takin  for  advanceing  of  moir  money  for  effectuat- 
ing of  the  said  bussienes  at  the  said  parliament ;  as  also  that  the  said 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  wold  wreat  to  William  Thomsone,  thair  dark,  to 
deall  with  the  remanent  commissioneris  comissionat  frome  the  burrowis 
that  if  they  sail  sie  any  probabilitie  in  obteaning  thair  desjrres  in  the 
said  matter  that  they  wold  wreat  to  thair  respective  burghis  frome  whome 
they  ar  comissionat  for  the  advance  of  such  moneyes  as  salbe  imployed  in 
obteaning  thair  libertie  and  freidome  of  tread  and  wther  demandis  con- 
tained in  thair  instructiones. 

10.  Anent  the  desyr  presentit  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  Cautioneria  of 

.    .  f orfalted  P6r- 

presentlie  conveined,  be  Robert  Murray,  one  of  the  present  baillies  of  aonia. 
Edinburgh,  and  severall  wtheris  persones  quho  ar  interessed  befoir- 
faulted  persones,  and  desyring  thair  advyce  and  concurrance  for  preventing 
the  great  lossis  that  they  with  many  of  the  inhabitantis  of  the  burrowis 
may  sustein,  to  whom  foirfaulted  persones  ar  addebtit  in  severall  vast 
sowmes  of  money,  if  thair  cautioneris  salbe  exempted  from  pajnnent 
thairof,  the  present  comissioneris  remittis  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to 
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9-iji  -I  1  /» "  r  Edinburgh, 

February  16o5.  9  February 

1655^ 

3.   The  present   comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveined,  being  in-  Glasgow,  etc., 
formed  be  the  comissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  that  the  said  burgh  commiMioner 
had  advanced  maister  John  Wilkie,  thair  coraissioner  apointed  to  attend 
tlie  parliament  at  Londone,  the  sowme  of  ane  thousand  four  hundredth 
and    foir  pund  Scottis  money  for  his  entertainment  in  attending  thair 
effaires  and  wtheris  burghis  joyned  with  thame  by  the?  Protectour  and  his 
counsall,  as  thair  resait  thairwpon  will  testifie ;  and  seing  the  burghis  of 
Air,  Irving,  Dumbartane,  Renfrew,  Lanrick,  Rothesay  and  Rutherglen  ar 
joyned  with  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow  for  payment  ilk   ane  of  thame 
thair  proportione  of  the  said  soume  allreadie  advanced,  and    of  all  vther 
sowmes  to  be  advanced  to  that  eflfect  duiring  his  attendance  at  the  said 
parliament  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll ;  and  wndirstanding  that  the  saidis 
burghis  abonewrittin  ar  deficient  in  payment  of  thair  proportionis  of  the 
saidis  sowmes  of  money  allreadie  advanced  be  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow, 
thairfoir  they  ordaine  the  saidis  burghis  to  mak  pajnnent  of  thair  propor- 
tionis of  the  said  soume,  viz. — [Air,  £183,  8s.  ;  Irving,  £131  ;  Dumbar- 
tan,   £78,    12s.;  Renfrew,   £52,  8s.  ;    Lanrick,   £78,    12s.;    Rothesay, 
£39,  6s.  ;  Rutherglen,  £26,  4s]. 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveined,  haveing  Thomsone, 
seriouslie  considderit  that  thair  ancient  liberties  and  priviledges  at  this  5^^ 
tyme  may  suffer  great  prejudice  if  some  able  and  qualified  man  be  not 
appointed  for  attending  of  thair  effaires  now  at  Londone  and  in  giving 
of  faithfuU  and  trew  informatione  to  his  Hienes  the  Lord  Protectour  and 
his  counsall  of  the  low  estat  and  conditione  thir  trublsome  tymes  hes 
brocht  the  estait  of  burrowis  to,  and  for  eschewing  of  farder  prejudice  and 
danger  that  estait  may  susteane  by  wanting  of  one  to  advert  to  the 
samyn,  and  haveing  had  experience  off  the  fidelitie,  dilligence,  cair,  and 
affectione  of  William  Thomsone,  thair  generall  dark,  now  for  the  present 
at  Londone,  to  quhome  they  have  intrusted  seuerall  of  thair  effaires  at 
thair  last  particular  melting,  thairfoir  they  have  ordained  ane  comissione 
to  be  exped  to  him  in  most  ample  forme  for  agenting  and  attending  the 
effaires  belonging  to  the  haill  burrowis  in  generall,  both  what  is  allreadie 
intrusted  to  him  or  quhat  may  be  intrusted  to  him  heirefter  be  any 
appointed  to  that  effect ;  and  quhat  necessar  charges  he  sail  be  put  to 
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Edinburgh,     in   prosecuting   of  thair    bussienes  to  be  pajdt  be    the   whole  burrowis 
1555^™*^       proportionallie  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll.      And  the  saidis  comissioneris 
Thomsone ^^  buiTOwis  finding  it  unnecessar  that  the  whole  number  presentlie  con- 
agent  at  Lon-    veined  sail  attend   this   present   meiting  any  longer,  seing  the  greatest 
efiaires  ar  concludit  that  is  come  to  thair  knowledg  quhairabout  they 
mett,  thairfoir  they  ordean  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Linlithgow 
and  Bruntilland  to  stay  for  ane  certane  space  at  this  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
and  to  tak  speciall  cognoscence  of  any  immergent  bussienes  that  may 
fell  out  quhairin  the  estat  of  burrowis  may  be  concerned,  and  to  give 
tymous  advertisment  thairof  to  thair  said  agent. 


8j^^.'  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinbltigh. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Tod,  provest,  John  Jossie,  John  Milne ;  Pearth, 
Mr  John  Patersone ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar ;  Abirdein,  William 
Petrie  ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime,  Robert  Stewinsone  ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew 
Glen ;  St  Androis,  Androw  Carstairis  ;  Glasgow,  Colein  Campbell ;  Hading- 
toun,  Patrick  Young,  Mr  James  Gray  ;  Dysart,  William  Sjnnsone  ;  Kirk- 
caldie,  David  Fergusone  ;  Montrose,  James  Pedie ;  Coupar,  Walter 
Crystiesone ;  Anstruther  Eister,  William  Black  ;  Innemes,  Alexander 
Cuthbert ;  Brunt  Illand,  George  Gardin  ;  Innerkeything,  Robert  Broune ; 
Kinghom^  Robert  Cunynghame  ;  Brichane,  Dauid  Donaldsone  ;  Wigtoun, 
Adam  M'Kie  ;  Pitinweme,  Walter  Airth  ;  Dumfermling,  William  Walker ; 
Selkirk,  William  Mitchellhill ;  Dumbartan,  Johne  Cuninghame  ;  Ram- 
frow,  James  Landellis  ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder ;  Lanrick,  Richart  Gil- 
lone  ;  Arbroath,  Johne  Ramsay ;  Elgin,  Thomas  Calder  ;  Peibles,  John 
Plenderleith ;  Caraill,  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Bamf,  Patrick  Stewart ; 
Whithorne,  Ninian  Arroch  ;  Forfar,  George  Wood  ;  Naime,  William  Ros  ; 
Forres,  Thomas  Warrand  ;  Lochmaben,  John  Kennedie  ;  Dingwall,  Mr 
Donald  Baine;  Quensferrie,  John  Milne;  Air,  Dumfreis,  Iruing,  Jedburgh, 
Kirkcudbricht,  Anstruther  Wester,  Taine,  Culroise,  Rothesay,  Rutherglen, 
Northbervick,  CuUen,  Lauder,  Killrennie,  Annand,  Sanquhair,  Callaway, 
Dornoch  and  Inverary,  (blank). 
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3  July  1655.  fT^""^^^^' 

\  8  July  lodo. 


1.  Archibald  Tod,   provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Tod,  modera- 
moderator.  ^^' 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  and  regulations  as  to  attendance  and  voting  same  as  Houris  of 
formerly.  '^^'^''«' 

4  July  1655. 

3.  Anent  the  5  act  of  the  last  generall  eonventione  .   .   .  compeared  Rentaii,  com- 
the  commissioner  of  Glasgow  and  declaired  that  they  had  given  advertis-  SJSi^y!*' 
ment  to  the  rest  of  the  saidis  burghis  to  have  met  at  the  tyme  appointed, 

but  in  respect  of  the  distractiones  of  the  tymes  and  thos  then  called  the 
Tories  continewallie  frequenting  thes  places,  so  that  they  could  not 
adventur  to  go  thither,  which  the  present  comissioneris  acceptis  for  ane 
excuis  at  this  tyme  and  dispenssis  with  thair  vnlaw,  and  thairfoir  con- 
tinewis  the  samyn  in  eodem  statu  quo  nunc, 

4.  Anent  the  tent  act  of  last  generall  eonventione  .  .   .  compeared  Queinsferrie. 
John  Milne,  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh,  and  declaired  that  they  had 

set  thair  comonmuir  to  ane  skipper  for  32  lib.  yeirlie  for  the  space  of  19 
yeires,  but  efter  he  had  assayed  to  labour  the  samyn  he  fand  such 
difficultie  thairin  in  respect  of  the  stones  within  the  ground  that  he  wes 
forced  to  give  them  ane  compositione  to  give  over  the  bargane  againe 
which  they  accepted  of,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  acceptis  of 
thair  excuis  at  this  tyme  and  ordaines  thame  to  produce  farder  dilligence 
in  setting  furth  of  the  samyn  muir  to  the  nixt  generall  eonventione ;  and 
ordaines  the  burghis  off  Lithgow,  Dumfermeling  and  Innerkeithing  to 
visit  the  said  comounmuir  and  to  report  the  conditione  thairof  to  the  nixt 
generall  eonventione  of  burrowis. 

5.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  19th  Arbroath, 
act  of  last  general  convention,  and  in  the  meantime  the  commissioner  of  Montrose  oonimou  milne. 
to  see  the  rights  of  the  mill  and  to  report. 

6.  Anent  the  22  act  of  the  said  last  generall  eonventione  .   .   .  the  Alteration, 
present  commissioneris  finding  it  not  a  fitt  tyme  in  respect  of  the  low 
conditione  and  estate  of  the  whole  burrowis  at  this  tyme,  and  thairfoir 
they  haue  continewed  the  samyn  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 
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Edinburgh. 
4  JiUy  1655. 

Complaint, 
Kirkcaldie 
against 
Coupar. 


7.  Anei>t  the  complaint  givin  in  be  the  comissioneris  for  the  burgh 
of  Kirkcaldie  against  the  burgh  of  Coupar  complaining  that  the  said 
burgh  of  Coupar  had  set  furth  thair  comoun  mercat  to  the  towne  of 
Auchtermuchtie  and  wtheris  wnfree  places,  to  thair  great  hurt  and  pre- 
judice and  of  wther  free  burghis  resorting  to  these  fairis,  by  extorsing 
thame  of  thair  customes  and  wtheris  injuries  don  to  the  inhabitantis  of 
thair  burgh ;  and  especiallie  at  one  fair  hauldin  at  the  said  towne  of 
Auchtermuchtie,  John  Moreis,  merchand  in  Kirkcaldie,  repairing  thither 
with  ane  bagg  of  linget,  the  said  baillies  of  the  said  towne  did  exact 
thertie  schillingis  Scottis  money  for  the  custome  of  the  said  bagg,  as  also 
the  soume  of  sex  pund  Scottis,  alledgeing  the  fourt  pairt  or  leippie  quhair- 
with  he  measured  the  samyn  wes  wnjust,  notwithstanding  the  said  John 
Moreis  obteaned  ane  testificat  frome  the  deane  of  gild  of  Coupar  testifieing 
the  said  measur  to  be  just,  quhilk  the  said  comissioner  of  Kirkcaldie  pro- 
duced in  presence  of  the  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  present;  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  takine  the  said  complaint  to  considera- 
tione,  they  find  the  said  John  Moreis  to  be  wronged  both  in  his  custome 
and  wnlaw,  and  thairfoir  they  ordaine  the  comissioner  of  Coupar  to  delyver 
to  the  present  comissioner  of  Kirkcaldie  the  said  fyne  of  sex  pundis 
wrongouslie  exacted  be  the  saidis  baillies  of  Auchtermuchtie  for  alledgit 
wrong  measur,  as  also  288.  off  the  thertie  schillingis  which  wes  moir 
nor  thair  dew  for  the  custome  of  the  said  bagg  of  linget,  provyding  the 
said  comissioner  of  Kirkcaldie  mak  good  his  complaint  at  the  nixt  par- 
ticular or  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  and,  if  he  failze,  to  pay  the 
double  of  quhat  he  resaues  to  the  burgh  of  Coupar ;  as  also  ordaines  the 
said  burgh  of  Coupar  to  produce  the  contract  betuix  thame  and  the  towne 
of  Auchtermuchtie  of  the  said  fair  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis,  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 


Dumbartane,  8.  Referring  to  the  31st  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioner  of 

comoun  mi  ne.  Dm^bartaae  and  the  agent  reported  that  summons  of  redaction  had  been  raised 

against  John  Semple,  of  which  the  commissioners  approved  and  ordered  fiuther 

diligence. 
Rarafrew,  9.  The  coinmissioner  of  Ramfrew  reported  that,  as  required  by  the  39th  act 

vufree  tread-     ^^  j^^  general  convention,  proceedings   had  been   taken  and  sentence  obtained 

against  unfree  traders.     Suspension  of  the  sentence  had  been  raised,  and  the 

commissionei*s  oixlained  tlie  burgh  to  proceed  fartlier  and  report. 
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5  July  1655.  f5---|; 


10.  CoDtinued  till  next  general  convention  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  4th  Deoreit 

act  of  last  general  convention,  and  required  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  then  to  pro-  JjJ^'*^'  ^^" 
duce  the  decreet  arbitral  betwixt  them  and  the  Earl  of  Galloway. 

11.  Anent  the  6  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  .   ,  .  com- i-ochmaben, 
peared  the  said  agent  and  did  satisfie  the  first  pairt  of  the  said  act  by  ^ 
productione  of  the  said  chartour  which  wes  delyvered  to  John  Kennedie, 

the  present  comissioner  of  the  said  burgh,  as  also  ane  rentall  of  thair 
comoun  landis  whilk  wes  not  cleir,  and  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  ordaiues  the  said  burgh  to  produce  ane  moir  cleir  rentall  of 
thair  comoun  landis  and  the  conditione  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione of  burrowis  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 

1 2.  Continued  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  8th  act  of  last  general  convention  Naime,  Cullen, 
to  be  a  head  of  next  convention.  Rothesay. 

1 3.  Continued  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  20th  act  of  last  general  conven-  Stirling,  unfre« 
tion  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive  ;  "  as  also  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Pearth  to  report  "■®****»®"- 
thair  dilligence  in  punisching  of  wnfree  treadderis  within  the  towne  of  Dumblane 

and  Doime  and  wtheris  wnfre  places  within  thair  borderis,  to  the  next  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis  wndir  the  pain  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh,  and  this  to  be  ane 
heid  of  the  nixt  missive." 

14.  15.  Continues  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  55th  act  of  last  general  con-  Kirkcaldie, 
vention,  and  the  11th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  July  1654,  to  be  '***"'^fif^^'*- 
heads  of  the  next  missive. 

1 6.  Continued  the  1 5th  act  of  last  general  convention  to  be  a  head  of  next  Coallis. 
missive. 

17,  18.  Ordained  certain  burghs  to  pay  the  missive  dues  payable  by  them.      Agent,  miuiye 

19.  Continued  the  23d  act  of  last  genei'al  convention  to  be  a  head  of  next  u^frie  tread- 
missive,  eris. 

20.  Anent  the  23  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  bur-  Measuris. 
rowis  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  haue  produced  thair  dilligence  in  wreat  to  ^*^       *        ' 
this  present  conventione  of  burrowis  anent  thair  measur  of  wictuall,  pais 

of  breid,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  it  ane  duetie 
lying  wpon  them  that  ane  constant  cours  may  be  set  doun  that  ane  equall 
proportione  of  all  sortis  of  measures  and  mettis,  both  water  mett  and  land 
mett,  baith  of  salt  maid  within  the  cuntrey  and  forrane  salt,  and  of  all 
sortes  of  corns  and  pais  of  bread  may  be  keiped   throughout  the  haill 
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Edinburgh,     burrowis  of  this  natione,  to  the  effect  that  non  of  the  leiges  may  suffer 

: — '■ —  prejudice  thairby,  thairfoir  they  have  ordained  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 

victuaii,  breid.  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  St  Androis  and  Dysert 
to  meit  efter  the  dissolveing  of  this  present  dyet,  and  to  think  wpon  ane 
way  for  effectuating  of  the  samyn  ;  lykas  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  the 
respectiue    buiTowis    abonewrittin  being    mett  for  that  effect,  they  all 
vnanimouslie  agree  that  the  haill  measuris  of  wictuall  within  this  natione, 
viz.,  of  salt,  meall,  and  all  sort  of  graine  sould  be  of  the  quan title  and 
measur  of  the  mett  of  Linlithgow,  and  the  respectiue  measuris  of  firlottis, 
peckis,  half  peckis,  fourt  pairtis,  and  half  fourt  pairtis  being  all  made  of 
ane  equall  wydnes  both  abone  and  wndir,  sould  conteane  the  quantities 
efter  following,  to  witt : — the  meall  firlott  of  land  mett  to  hauld  tuentie 
ane  peckis  and  ane  mutchkine;  the  meill  peck,  five  pyntis,  ane  mutchkine 
and  the  fourt  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine ;  the  half  peck  to  hauld  fyve  chop- 
pins,  half  ane  mutchkin,  and  the  eight  pairt  of  ane  mutchkeine ;  the 
fourt  pairt  to  hald  fyve  mutchkins,  ane  fourt  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine,  and 
the  sextein  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine ;  the  halff  fourt  pairt  ane  choppin,  ane 
halff  mutchkine,  and  the  thertie  tua  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine ;  the  beare 
and  oatis  firlot  of  land  mett  to  hold  thertie  ane  pyntis  ;  the  peck,  sevin 
pyntis  and  three  mutchkins;  the  half  peck,  four  pyntis,  laiking  half  ane 
mutchkine  ;  the  fourt  pairt,  ane  quart,  laiking  the  fourt  pairt  of  ane  mutch- 
kine; the  halff  fourt  pairt,  arie  pynt,  laiking  the  eight  part  of  ane  mutchkine; 
the  halff  boll  mett  of  the  water  mett  of  Leyth  for  bear  and  oatis  hauldis 
three  scoir  elewin  pyntis,  ane  chopine,  halff  a  mutchkine,  ane  quarter  of  ane 
mutchkine,  and  the  eight  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine;  the  wattir  firlot  for  bear 
and  oattis  thertie  fyve  pyntis,  ane  chopin,  ane  mutchkine,  ane  fourt  pairt  of 
ane  mutchkine,  and  the  sextein  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine;  the  halff  boll  mett, 
the  wattir  mett  for  pels,  ryce,  and  salt,  hauldis  tuentie  thrie  quartis,ane  pynt, 
ane  choppin,  ane  mutchkine,  and  four  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine  ;  the  watter 
tirlott  of  peis,  ryce,  and  salt  is  tuentie  three  pintis,  ane  choppin,  ane 
mutchkin,  half  ane  mutchkin  and  the  eight  pairt  of  ane  mutchkine ;  as 
also  that  the  measur  of  the  drink  to  be  conforme  to  the  jugge  mett  of 
Stirling,  and  the  pais  of  wheat  bread  of  all  sortis  to  be  conforme  to  the 
peas  of  Edinburgh.     And  ilk  burgh  to  have  ane  copie  thairof  insert  in 
thair  counsall  buikis,  and  to  be  unviolablie  keipit  in  all  tyme  cuming  ; 
and  ordaines  the  uixt  adjacent  burghis  to  wisit  each  wtheris  measuris  of 
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all  sortis  of  graine  and  salt  with  the  jugge  and  pais  of  bread   and  sie  if  Edinburgh. 
they  be  conforme  to  the  rule  abonewrittin,  in  manner  following,  (to  wit), 


the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  wisit  Haddingtoun,  and  Haddingtoun  Edin-  victuail,  breid. 
burgh  ;  Dumbar  Northbervick,  and  Northbervick  Dumbar ;  Lauder^ 
Peibles,  Selkirk,  Jedburgh,  Lythgow,  Glasgow,  Stirling,  Culros,  Irving, 
Air,  Dumbartan,  and  Ramfrew  to  visit  eache  vtheris ;  Rutherglen  and 
Lanerick,  Dumfreis  and  Kirkcudbricht,  Rothesay  and  Inuerary,  Queins- 
flferie  and  Innerkeithing,  Dumfermeling  and  Bruntilland,  Kinghome  and 
Kirkcaldie,  Dysart  and  Pettinweeme,  Caraill  and  Kilrenuie,  Anstruther 
Eister  and  Anstruther  Wester,  St  Androis  and  Coupar,  Pearth  and 
Dundie,  Forfar  and  Arbroath,  Brichane  and  Munros,  Abirdein,  Bamff  and 
CuUen,  Elgin  and  Forres,  Inuernes  and  Naime,  Dingwall,  Taine  and 
Dornoch,  Sanquhar  and  Annan,  Lochmaben  and  Galloway,  Wigtoun  and 
Whithome  to  wisit  each  wtheris ;  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  bilrrowis  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib. 
ilk  burgh.  With  the  which  rule  for  wniformitie  of  measuris  of  wictuall  and 
salt,  jugg,  and  peas  of  bread  set  doun  in  manner  abonewrittin,  the  whole 
commissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined  did  vnanimoslie  agree 
wnto,  and  thairfoir  ordained  the  samyn  to  be  insert  in  thair  generall 
register,  and  each  burgh  to  haue  ane  extract  thairof,  and  to  report  thair 
dilligence  anent  the  haill  premissis  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis,  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

21.  Anent  the  54  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione Hadingtoun, 

compeared  the  agent  and  declared  that  he  had  obteaned  ane  decreit  maisten*. 
against  the  coall  maisteris  of  East  Louthaine  ordaining  theme  to  sell 
thair  coalles  at  the  pryce  and  measur  contained  in  the  act  of  secreit 
counsall  granted  in  thair  fauores,  with  which  dilligence  the  saidis 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  wer  content ;  and  considdering  with  all  the 
great  prejudice  and  dammage  that  the  greater  pairt  of  the  pry  me 
burrowis  of  this  natione  did  susteane  be  the  remanent  heretouris,  coall 
maisteris,  and  taksmen  of  the  coall  heuchis  one  both  sydis  of  the  watter  of 
Forth,  by  raising  the  pryces  of  the  saidis  coallis  and  diminisching  of  the 
measur,  and  withholding  of  tymous  birth  contrar  to  the  saidis  actis  of 
secreit  counsall  maid  for  regulating  the  pryces  and  measuris  of  coallis  ; 
for  remeid  quhairof  the  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the 
agent  wpon   the  pnblict  chairges  of  the  haill  burrowis  to  prosecut  the 
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Edikburoh. 
6  July  1665. 

Hadingtoun, 
etc.,  coall 
maisteris. 


Supplicatione, 
M*Bimie  con- 
tra counsal 
and  dark  of 
Dumfreis. 


Lurasdcn  con- 
tra conserva- 
tour. 


said  actione  and  in  obtaining  the  said  act  of  counsall  to  be  observed  and 
keiped  be  the  saidis  heretouris,  coal  maisteris  and  taksmen  of  coall  heughes, 
with  all  convenient  dilligence  ;  and  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Pearth,  Dundie,  Stirling,  Lithgow,  Coupar,  Bruntilland,  Kirkcaldie  to  attend 
and  be  assisting  to  the  said  agent  in  prosecuting  of  the  said  actione. 

22.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  commissioneris 
of  burro  wis  be  Thomas  M'Birnie,  present  provost  and  comissioner  for 
Dumfreis,  complaining  that  John  Corsone,  John  Mulligane^  John 
Tailzeour,  John  Corbeit  and  John  Muirheid,  fy  ve  of  the  burgessis  of  the 
said  burgh,  quho  had  protestit  against  his  electione  to  be  comissioner  to 
this  present  conventione  wpone  seuerall  sinistrous  alledgances  contained  in 
thair  instrument  takin  against  him,  as  also  against  James  Cunninghame, 
thair  towne  clerk,  alledging  that  he  had  put  ane  fals  seall  to  the  said 
comissione ;  as  also  desyring  that  they  wold  give  ordour  to  thair  clark  to 
grant  him  ane  warrant  to  cite  the  abonementionat  persones  to  compear  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  to  ansuer  to  such  accusatiouns 
as  he  had  to  lay  to  thair  chairge,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
haveing  considderit  the  said  supplicatione  and  finding  it  reasonable,  quhair- 
foir  they  ordain  thair  clark  to  grant  warrant  to  the  saidis  Thomas  M'Bimie 
to  cite  the  fomamit  persones  to  appear  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis  to  ansuer  at  the  instance  of  the  said  Thomas  M'Birnie. 

23.  Anent  the  6  act  of  the  particular  conventione  [held  in  August 
1654],  the  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  the  samyn  to  con- 
sidderatione,  findis  the  samyn  most  reasonable,  and  thairfoir  ordaines  ilk 
burgh  quhair  fairis  or  mercatis  are  keiped,  and  schoir  dewis  and  wther 
pettie  customes  is  exacted,  to  affix  ane  coppie  of  thair  saidis  pettie  cus- 
tomes,  schoir  dewes,  and  wther  dewis  wpon  thair  portis  of  thair  biurghis 
or  wther  publict  places  of  the  samyn,  to  the  eflfect  the  samyn  may  be 
knowin  till  all  merchandis  and  strangers  repairing  to  the  samyn. 

24.  Anent  the  8  act  of  the  said  particular  conventione  of  burrowis 
ordaining  thair  clark  to  haue  produced  his  dilligence  in  warning  home  Sir 
Thomas  Cuninghame  to  this  present  conventione  of  burrowis  for  ansuer- 
ing  the  complaint  givin  in  against  him  be  maister  Thomas  Lumsden, 
factour  at  Campheir,  the  present  comissioneris  ratifies  the  said  act  and 
dispenses  with  his  not  finding  cautione  wndir  paine  of  500  merkis  for 
making  guid   his  lyble  in  respect  of  his  oath  givin  of  his  inabilitie  for 
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finding  cautione  at  this  tyme,  and  dispenssis  with  the  said  conservatouris  Edinbubqh. 
not  home  cuming  to  this  present  conventione  in  regard  of  his  necessarie        ^ 


eflFaires  now  at  Londone,  and  eontinewis  the  tryall  of  the  said  complaint  tra  conserva? 
to  the  nixt  particular  conventione  to  be  hauldin  at  Edinburgh.  ^^' 

25.  Anent  ane  complaint  ffivin  in  to  the  present  comissioneris  of  f"^  ^^s®^*®* 

,  ,  ,    .  ...  .  buyixiff  in  un- 

burrowis  complaining  tha{  seuerall  burgessis  within  the  free  burghis  of  free  pLoes. 
this  natione  that  at  thair  frequenting  of  free  mercatis  within  free  burghis 
ar  not  onlie  content  to  buy  thair  goodis  at  the  free  mercatis  and  publict 
fairs  but  goes  and  sendis^  to  the  cuntrie  and  thairfoir  speakis  and  buyes 
thair  seuerall  commodities,  neuer  suffering  the  samyn  to  cum  to  the 
publict  mercat  townes,  to  the  great  prejudice  both  of  the  burgh  quhairin 
the  mercat  standis  in  thair  custome  and  chairge,  but  also  raises  wp  the 
pryces  to  the  great  dammage  of  all  frequenting  the  saidis  mercatis  ;  for 
remeid  quhairof  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  dischairges  all  such 
practissis  in  all  tyme  cuming,  and  that  no  burges  of  free  burgh  or 
wtheris  at  any  tyme  of  mercat  or  no  mercat  buy  comodities  but  in 
towjaes  quhair  the  mercat  holdis  and  in  the  mercat  place  of  free  burghis, 
wndir  paine  of  20  lib.  totiea  quoties ;  and  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  intimat 
the  samyn  to  thair  respective  burghis  at  thair  homecuming  that  nane 
pretend  ignorance. 

7  July  1655. 

26.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis)  taking  to  thair  considera-  BurrowiB,  mia< 
tione  the  prejudice  that  the  haill  burrowis  in  generall  does  susteane  by  cbSr^' 
severall   of  thair  number  who  will  not   pay  the  dewis   of  the   missive 

without  they  be  chairged  with  homing  to  that  effect,  and  that  the 
chairges  bestowed  thairwpon  does  fall  wpon  the  haill  burrowis  alik 
although  many  doe  pay  willinglie  without  chairgeing  ;  for  remeid  quhairof 
it  is  statut  and  ordained  that  if  any  particular  burgh  heirefter  sail  not 
pay  thair  dewis  willinglie  and  tymouslie,  but  that  the  agent  salbe 
necessitat  to  rais  lettres  of  homing  for  chairging  of  them  to  that  effect, 
that  all  the  chairges  sua  bestowed  be  the  said  agent  salbe  exacted  frome 
the  delinquent  burgh,  and  the  rest  of  the  burrowis  salbe  free  thairof ; 
and  each  burgh  that  imployies  the  agent  in  assisting  them  in  thair  owin 
particular  effaires  the  chairges  to  be  payed  be  the  bi^rgh  imployer,  and 
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?JtS*^655      ^^^  ^^  chairges  be  present  wpon  the  accompt  of  the  haill  burrowis  but 

quhat  is  debursit  for  the  benefeit  of  the  haill  burrowis  in  generalL 

Suppiicationifl.  27.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  be  the  treadsmen  of  the  burgh  of  Coupar  against  the  gildrie  of 
the  said  burgh,  as  also  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  James  Suord,  late 
provest  of  the  burgh  of  St  Androis,  against  the  nichtbouring  burghis  of 
Fyff  who  wer  joyned  with  the  said  burgh  of  St  Androis  for  sending  wp 
ane  comissioner  to  attend  the  parliament  at  Londoun  and  paying  his 
chairges  the  tyme  of  his  attendance  of  the  said  parliament,  for  not  paying 
of  thair  proportionable  pairtis  of  the  samyn  ;  as  also  anent  the  supplica- 
tione givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  against  the  burghis  of  Coupar, 
Falkland,  Auchtermuchtie,  Dysart,  Dunkell  and  Inwerkeytbing,  for  thair 
exorbitance  of  thair  customes,  schoir  dewis  and  stand  maillis ;  as  also 
anent  the  supplicationes  givin  in  be  the  burghis  of  Bruntilland,  King- 
home,  Caraill  and  Anstruther  Eister  craving  supplie  for  the  reparatione 
of  thair  berberies,  quhilkis  ar  all  readie  to  decay  ;  the  present  comis- 
sioneris of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  the  saidis  supplicationes,  and 
finding  it  necessar  that  ane  trew  report  thairof  may  be  maid  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  thairfoir  they  ordaine  the  burghis  of 
Pearth,  Dundie,  St  Androis,  Munrose,  Bruntilland,  Kirkcaldie  and  Dum- 
fermeling  to  meit  and  con  vein  at  the  burgh  of  Coupar  the  14  of  August 
nixt  and  to  compose  the  differences  betuix  the  saidis  crafbismen  and  the 
gildrie  ;  as  also  the  diflference  betuix  James  Suord  and  the  nychtbouring 
burghis  of  Fjrf  anent  the  pa3n3ient  of  thair  proportiones  of  his  chairges  as 
thair  comissioner  attending  the  parliament  at  Londone  \  as  also  to  tak 
notice  of  the  grivances  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  against  the 
saidis  burghs  of  Coupar,  Falkland,  Auchtermuchtie,  Dysart,  Dunkel  and 
Inuerkeithing  for  thair  extorsione  in  thair  customes  at  free  mercatis, 
schoir  dewis,  and  daill  maill ;  as  also  to  visit  the  conditione  of  the 
burghis  and  berberies  of  Bruntilland,  Kinghome,  Caraill  and  Anstruther 
Eister,  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  anent  the  haill  premissis  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  and  the  burgh  of  Coupar  to  be  the  con- 
veiner  of  the  rest, 
innornea,  28.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Inuemes  to 

bunS!'  ^^®  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  craving  supplie  for  reparatione  of 

thair   bridge   and   tollbuith   and  building  of  thair   church,   the   present 
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commissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Elgin,  Forres,  Nairae,  Edinburgh. 

and  Dingwall  to  meit  and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Inuernes  the  1 7  day  — — '■ — 

of  August  nixt  and  to  visit  the  conditione  of  thair  bridge  and  to  report  bridge,  toi- 
the  samyn  to  the  nixt  generall  eonventione  of  burrowis,  and  Inuernes  to  ^"*^* 
be  the  conveiner,  wndir  the  pain  of  20  lib.  ilk  burgh. 

29.  With  reference  to  supplication  by  the  burghs  of  Monros  and  Arbroath  for  Monros,  Ar- 
help  to  the  repair  of  their  harbours,  the  commissioners  ordained  three  burghs  to  ^''^^' 
visit  the  same  and  report. 

30.  Referring  to  the  supplication  made  by  the  burgh  of  Forres  in  August  Forres,  outaet- 
1652,  the  commissioners  ratified  the  act  then  made,  "and  onianes  of  new  againe  **"*  ^  ®^* 
thair  generall  dark  or  his  depute  to  give  warrant  to  the  saidis  burghes  if  he  be  re- 

quyred  to  cite  the  saidis  burges,fewars  or  outsettars  of  thair  commoun  lands, to  com- 
pear at  the  nixt  generall  con  ventioun  of  burrowis  to  ansuer  to  the  said  supplicatione." 

31.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  be  the  burgh  of  Quenisferie  to  Contravertie, 
this  present  eonventione  of  burrowis  craving  exemptione  for  ane  certane  iMfairiiigmen. 
space,  quhilk  the  present  comissioneris  refussis;  as  also  complaining  that 

the  seafairing  men  did  withhold  certan  dewis  payed  to  the  publict  vse  of 
the  burgh  formerlie  and  had  imployed  the  samyn  to  thair  awin  vse,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  said  burgh,  the  present  comissioneris  of  bur- 
rowis ordanes  the  burghis  of  Lithgow,  Inverkeithing,  and  Dumfermlie 
quho  wer  appointed  to  visit  the  comoun  muir  of  the  said  burgh,  with  the 
burgh  of  Bruntilland,  to  deall  for  composing  of  the  difference  betuix  the 
said  burgh  and  the  seafairing  men  of  the  samyn. 

32.  Anent  another  supplicatione  rivin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Forres  to  Forres  oontnt 

TarhAt    Fin- 

the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  complaining  of  severall  wrongis  homo.' 
done  to  them  be  the  laird  of  Tarbet  and  be  the  inhabitantis  of  Findhome 
contrair  to  the  liberties  of  free  burrowis  and  thair  infeftmentis  of  the 
superioritie  of  the  said  towne  of  Findhom,  as  also  for  chairginge  of 
them  to  compeir  befoir  Collonell  Fisch,  governor  of  Inuernes,  quha  is  not 
ane  competent  judge  to  them  in  such  lyk  caices  ;  as  also  desyring  that 
warrant  may  be  givin  to  thair  generall  dark  for  citing  of  NicoU  Young 
to  compear  befoir  the  nixt  generall  eonventione  of  burrowis  for  wronging 
of  the  liberties  of  the  said  burgh  and  setting  out  thair  comoun  muir 
called  Pilmuir  and  repairing  of  thair  tollbuith  ;  the  present  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Elgin,  Inuernes,  and  Naime,  to  be 
assisting  to  the  said  burgh  of  Forres  anent  the  discussing  of  the  questione 
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EDncBDROH.     betuix  thaine  and  the  laird  of  Tarbet  and  towne  of  Findhome  before  the 

^  circuit  Courtis,  and  in   visiting   thair  comoun  muir  called   Pilmuir  and 

Tarbet,  Fin-     thair  tollbuith,  and  to  report  the  conditione  thairof  to  the  nixt  geuerall 
''°"*-  conventione  of  burrowis  ;  as  also  ordaines  thair  generall  dark  to  give 

ordour  for  citing  of  the  said  Nicoll  Young  to  the  said  nixt  generall   con- 
ventione to  ansuer  for  the  wronging  of  the  liberties  of  the  said  burgh. 
RoEertSUw*'       ^^'  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  Robert  Stewart,  pro  vest  of 
•rt,800merki».  Linlithgow,  to  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  craveing  payment  of 
the  sowme  of  300  merkis  granted  to  him  for  his  good  service  done  to  the 
burrowis  conforme  to  ane  act  of  thair  burrowis  maid  at  Stirling  in  August 
1 638,  togither  with  the  annual  rent  thairof  since  the  dait  of  the  said  act, 
the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  that  the  said  Robert 
Stewart  had  takin  great  paines  frome  the  year  1634  to  the  year  1638 
in  discussing  of  the  contraversie  of  the  privilegies  of  the  free  burrowis 
against  the  burghis  of  regalitie  and  in  obteaning  the  samyn  to  be  discussed 
before  the  lordis  of  counsell  and  session,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  ordanes  thair  agent  to  pay  to  the  said  Robert  Stewart  pre- 
sentlie  the  sowme  of  300  merkis,  as  also  the  sowme  of  another  hundreth 
merkis  in  full  satisfactione  for  his  paines  takin  in  the  premissis. 
innernes,  etc.,  34.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera- 

•ndniport  *  tione  ane  supplicatione  presentit  to  them  be  the  burgh  of  Taine  humblie 
representing  the  low  conditione  of  the  samyne  burgh  occasioned  by  fyr 
and  wther  exorbitant  burdingis  susteaned  be  them  be  Sir  George  Monro 
and  his  partie,  with  wther  publict  burdingis,  quhairby  the  said  burgh  is 
altogither  decayed  and  not  able  vpon  anie  conditione  to  attend  the  publict 
or  privat  meetings  of  the  burrowis,  and  craveing  that  certane  of  thair 
number  sould  visit  the  conditione  of  the  samyn  burgh  and  to  report  the 
samyne,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  burghis  of 
Inuernes,  Dingwall,  and  Dornoch  to  visit  the  conditione  of  the  said 
burgh  of  Taine  and  to  report  the  samyn  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione 
of  burrowis. 
SeSnrk*TOm*'  ^^'  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  comissioners  of 

mon  lands,  etc.  burrowis  be  the  burgh  of  Selkirk  complaining  that  the  lairdis  of  Grein- 
heid,  Schaw,  Whitmooris,  Hening  and  Hartwoodburne  does  most 
wrongouslie  posses  ane  great  pairt  of  thair  comoun  landis  contained  in 
thair  chartour  and  rightis  thairof,  and  craveing  assistance  for  recoverie  of 
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the  samyn  furth  of  thair  handis,  the  present  comissioneris    oflf  burrowis  Edinburgh. 
ordainis  thair  agent  to  assist  and  coneurr  with  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  — - — ^^— 
in  prosecutione  of  ane  actione  to  be  intentit  be  the  said  burgh  befoir  se&^rkfcom- 
the  ordinar  judge  for  recoverie  of  thair  comoun  landis,  and  to  report  his  ™**"  ^*"^®' ®^- 
dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis ;  as  also 
ordaines  the  burghis  of  Lauder,  Jedbui^gh,  and  Peibles,  to  wisit  the  com- 
oun landis  of  Selkirk  befoir  the  last  of  August  nixt,  and  to  report  the 
condition  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

36.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  comissioneris  of  ^i^^»  ™<*'^- 
burrowis  be  the  burgh  of  Lanrick,  representing  to  the  saidis  burrowis  that 

in  anno  1645  yeiris  thair  wes  ane  act  of  burrowis  granted  in  favoures  of 
the  said  burgh  ordaining  the  mortcloathis  belonging  to  the  treadis  of  the 
said  burgh  to  be  apprysed  and  dely  vered  unto  the  thesaurer  of  the  samyn 
and  the  benefeit  of  the  samyn  to  be  imployed  for  the  publict  vse  of  the 
said  burgh  in  all  tyme  cuming,  the  thesaurer  paying  the  pryce  of  the 
samyn  within  yeir  and  day  efter  the  apprysing  thairof,  lykas  the  samyn 
at  that  tyme  wes  accordinglie  performed  and  the  samyne  mortclaithis 
apprysed  and  dely  vered  in  to  the  said  thesaurer  to  the  vs  foirsaid,  but 
immediatlie  thairefter  the  saidis  treadsmen  haveing  gottin  the  samyn  in 
thair  possessione  againe  they  violentlie  deteane  the  samyne  frome  the 
said  thesaurer  and  the  benefeit  thairof  from  the  publict  good  of  the 
burgh,  in  manifest  contempt  of  the  said  act ;  the  present  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  findis  that  the  saidis  treadsmen  of  Lanrick  hes  done  wrong  in 
violentlie  withholding  of  thair  mortcloathis  and  the  benefeit  thairof  frome 
the  publict  vse  of  the  said  burgh,  and  thairfoir  ordanis  the  saidis  treads- 
men presentlie  to  delyver  in  thair  mortcloathes  to  the  the  thesaurer 
of  the  said  burgh  for  the  vse  foirsaid,  and  in  caice  of  thair  refusall  to 
chairge  them  with  homing  to  delyver  the  same,  and  the  thesaurer  to 
pay  the  pryce  thairof  presentlie  as  they  salbe  apprysed  be  indifferent 
men,  and  dischairges  the  saidis  treadsmen  ever  to  have  any  mortclaithes 
heirefter. 

37.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  burrowis  be  the  burgh  Locbmabeu, 
of  Lochmabein  complaining  that  thair  burgh  payes  triple  moir  ces  nor  He**dersone. 
wold  fall  to  them  conforme  to  thair  proportione  of  the  taxt  roll ;  as  also 

when  they  had  intendit  actione  against  the  Earle  of  Hartfell  for  re- 
coverie of  thair  fyve  merk  land  of  Thomacquhat  as  ane  pairt  of  thair 

3  F 
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Edinbdror.  comouQ  landis,  Jobo  HeadereoD,  thair  baillie  aad  comissioner  ia  anDo 
TJuy  .  Tfi^g  tjii  thair  great  prejudice  did  wedset  the  said  fyve  mark  land 
i^hmaben,  frome  the  said  Earl  of  Hartfell  and  deteanes  the  benefeit  thairof 
frome  them,  as  also  absentia  himaelff  from  thair  melting^  wer  they  never 
so  great  consequence  and  tending  to  the  publict  weall  of  thair  poor  hurgb, 
and  desjring  that  they  wold  give  warrand  to  thair  dark  to  cite  the  said 
John  Hendersone  to  compear  befoir  them  at  the  nizt  generall  conventione 
of  burrowis  to  ansuer  to  the  said  complaint ;  the  present  commissioneris 
of  burrowis  recomendia  to  thes  of  thair  number  that  ar  to  go  to  Dalkeytb 
wpOD  Monday  nixt,  being  the  9  of  this  instant,  to  deall  with  the  com- 
mander in  chicff  for  abatement  of  thair  ces,  and  ordainea  thair  clark  to 
cite  the  said  John  Hendersdne  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis  to  ansuer  to  the  complaint  givin  in  be  the  said  burgh  against 
him. 

Agent  eamptiB.  38.  The  ageut'e  accnunte  having  been  examined,  lie  was  found  to  be  super- 
expended  in  £1922,  6b.  Kd.,  and  the  burgha  wore  ordained  to  pay  the  ftame  pro- 
portionally. 

Ifairns,  unfree         39.  On  the  BupplicatioQ  of  the  burgh  of  Naime,  the  commiBsionerB  inatnioted 

mnpUonB'  ^'''  '''*  agent  to  concur  in  all  prosecutions  of  suspensiona  raised  against  the  burgh 
bj  unfree  traders,  and  granted  exemption  from  attending  conventions  for  three 
years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Dinftwdll,  ei-  40.  Granted  exemption  to  the  buigh  of  Dingwall  from  attending  conventions 

empUon.  qh  the  usual  conditions. 

BoTo«, Dundio.  *^-  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  John  Boyea,  skipper  in  Dun- 
die,  to  the  present  coraissioneris  of  burrowis  representing  to  them  that  in 
anno  1643  thair  wes  30  lib.  sterling  allowed  to  him  be  the  burrowis  for 
his  loBsia  austeaned  be  him  by  taking  of  his  schipp,  whilk  sowme  he 
thinkis  wes  wplifted  be  the  comissioners  of  Dundie  for  the  tyme,  the  pre- 
sent comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  magistratis  of  Dundie  to  try 
who  of  ther  number  did  resaive  the  samyne,  and  to  report  thair  dilligence 
heimnent  to  the  nist  generall  convention. 

9  July  1 655. 
BuppliMtione,        42.   Anent   the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  conventione  of 
MrehilSi       hurrowia  be  the  merchauds  of  Edinburgh  complaining  that  the  burgh  of 
contra  Peuih,  Pgarth  had  wronged  thame  in  taking  severall  of  tbair  elvandis  notwith- 
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standirig  they  wer  conforme  to  the  elne  of  Edinburgh,  which  is  the  rule  q^^^,^?' 
of  the  haill  elvandis  in  the  natione,  alledging  thair  elvand  to  be  schorter 


nor  the  ehie  of  Pearth  whilk  they  alledg  is  ane  inch  longer  nor  the  just  Edinburgh 
elne,  as  also  that  they  exact  6s.  for  ilk  pack  of  goodis  cuming  in  at  thair  ^ntea^Pwth, 
portis  or  going  out  at  the  samyn,  notwithstanding  thair  be  no  saill  maid,  ®*®- 
and   ane  groat  for  ilk  fardell ;  as   also  wpon  the  burghis  of  Wigtoun, 
Falkland,    Auchtermuchtie,     Dumfermeling,     Innerkeything,    Pethheid, 
Hadingtoun,    Lithgow,    Falkirk,    Stirling,   Glasgow   and   Bruntilland   for 
exacting  triple  custome  at  thair  portis  and  publict  mercatis,  and  against 
the  burghis  of  Dumbar  and  Musselburgh  for  exacting  13s.  4d.  for  the 
stand  main  at  thair  publict  mercattis  ;  the  present  comissioneris  of  bor- 
rowis  ordaines  the  burgh  of  Pearth  to  conforme  thair  elvand  to  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh,  and  ordaines  thair  dark  to  cite  the  burghis  abonewrittin 
to  compear  befoir  the  nixt  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  to  give 
thair  reasones  of  the  exorbitancie  of  thair  customes. 

43.  Anent  the  7th  and  9th  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  comniissi oners  Lanrick,  oom- 
appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Glasgow,  and  Peiblea  to  meet  at  ™**^°  landis. 
Lanark  before  1st  June  ''  and  to  visit  the  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  and  of 

thair  commoun  landis  and  to  call  befoir  them  the  possessouris  of  the  samyn,  to 
sie  thair  rightis,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione." 

44.  Anent  the   8th  act  of  last  particular   convention,  the   commissioners  Conservatour 
"  considering  the  wncertantie  of  the  setlement  of  ane  staple  port  at  the  said  towne  and  factor, 
of  Gampheir,"  accepted  the  excuses  of  the  conservator  and  factors  for  not  appear- 
ing at  the  convention,  but  instructed  the  clerk  to  cite  them  to  next  general 
convention. 

10  July  1655. 

45.  Ordained  the  burghs  which  were  appointed  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Tain  Dingwall,  visit- 
to  visit  and  report  to  next  general  convention  the  condition  of  the  bui*gh  of  **^**^- 
Dingwall. 

46.  Anent  the  21st  act  of  last  general  convention,  appointed  certain  burghs  Dundie,  mis- 
to  meet  with  John  Eamsay,  treasurer  in  1649,  "  and  to  clear  and  instruct  the  »v®  <i«e»- 
restis  givin  wp  be  him  against  the  burgh  of  Dundie." 

47.  Anent  the  supplicationis  givin  in  be  the  Earle  of  Marr  and  the  Suppiicatione, 
coall  maisteris  and  certane  merchandis,  hinc  inde,  craveing  the  assistance  ^fi^l^Jjris. 
of  the  burrowis  anent  the  decisione  of  the  difierence  betuix  the  said  Earle 
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Edinburoh.     of  Marr  and  the  coall  maisteris  and  merchandis  of  ane  passage  for  trans- 

z — - — . — —  porting  of  coall  to  the  pow  of  Alloway  and  thair  libertie  of  the  said 

Earie  of  Marr",  herberie,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  both 

coa  maistena.  ^j^^  gaidis  supplicationis,  and  finding  it  a  deutie  lying  wpon  them  to 

assist  that  pairtie  who  hes  best  richt  will  sell  thair  coall  and  gretest 

number  at  the  easiest  rait  and  give  best  assurance  thairfoir  for  increas  of 

tread  and  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  burrowis,  thairfoir  ordaines  the 

burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Stirling,  Lithgow  and  Dysert  to  speik  with 

both  pairties  and  to  be  assisting  to  the  pairtie  who  hes  best  right  will 

furnish  in  maner  abonewrittin  the  hedges  with  coall  at  the  cheipest  raites 

and  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  burrowis. 

Haddingtoun,  ^8.  Anent  the  diflferences  betuixt  the  magistratis  of  the  burgh  of 

eioctione,         Hadiufftoun  and  the  merchandis  of  the  said  burgh  mentioned  in  the  36 

magistratis.  o  ... 

act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  and  in  the  4  act 
of  last  particular  convention  of  burrowis  anent  the  constitutione  of 
thair  magistratis  and  counsall  and  of  the  qualitie  and  conditione  of  the 
persones  that  ought  to  be  chasen  magistratis  and  counsall  of  the  said 
burgh,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  takine  the  said  mater 
to  serious  consideratione,  for  avoydiug  of  all  farder  diflferences  in  thair 
electiones  in  all  tyme  cuming  they  haue  appointed  the  number  of  thair 
counsall  and  qualitie  of  the  persones  to  l>e  electit  magistratis  in  the  said 
burgh  and  the  forme  of  thair  electione  to  be  as  followis,  viz.,  they  haue 
reduced  the  number  of  thair  magistratis  and  counsall  to  consist  of  tuentie 
fyve  persones,  quhairof  sextein  merchandis  and  the  major  plus  of  thes  to 
be  actuall  traflSquing  merchandis,  and  nyne  treadsmen,  making  wp  the 
number  of  25  persones,  and  out  of  the  major  plus  of  the  sextein  mer- 
chandis they  ar  to  mak  chois  of  ane  provost  and  tua  baillies,  and  the 
thesaurer  is  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  haill  sextein  promiscouslie,  and  the 
thrid  baillie  is  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  number  of  the  nyne  treads- 
men,  and  to  keip  thair  ancient  forme  of  electione,  the  old  counsell  to  chois 
the  new ;  and  this  ordour  to  be  inviolablie  keiped  in  all  tyme  cuming  ; 
and  anent  the  electione  of  ane  dein  of  gild  in  the  said  burgh,  continewis 
the  samyn  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  ;  and  the  burgh  of  Hadding- 
toun to  report  thair  dilligence  in  observeing  this  ordour  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib.  ;  and  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow  and  Dumbar  to  convein  at  Haddingtoun 
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the   tyme   of  thair  election  of  magistratis  to  distinguish  who  is  actuall  Edinburgh. 
merchandis,  and  to  report.  — ^ — __ 

49.  Anent  the  4  act  of  the  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  haldin  Edinbiungb, 
at  Edinburgh  in  August  last  ,  .   .   compeared  the  commissioners  of  the  to  agent  at 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  reported  their  dilligence  anent  the  premissis  and  ^^^**"- 
desyred  the  approbatione  of  the  samyne  frome  the  present  commissioneris 
of  burrowis,  and   the  sarayn  being   putt   to    woiceing    the    major   part 
dissassentit  thairfra. 

50.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  next  general  con-  Nixt  oonven- 
vention  to  be  held  at  Haddington,  beginning  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July.  **^"' 

51.   The    present    comissioneris    of    burrowis    ordaines    the    extra- Coupar,  mia- 
ordinar  charges  bestowed  be  the  burgh  of  Coupar  for  carying  of  three  few'       ' 
severall  missives  through  the  haill  burrowis  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt 
missive    in    respect    that    the    burrowis    did    not    sitt    at    any   of   thes 
three  tymes. 

52.  Unlawed  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow,  Air,  Irving,  Jedburgh,  Kirkcud- Biirghs  absent 
bricht,  Anstruther  Wester,  Dumbar,  Culros,  and  Lauder  in  £20  each  for  being  ^^*"*^®<*' 
absent  from  this  convention. 

53.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Dumfreis,  Wigtoun,  and  Kirkcudbricht  **  to  Whythorne. 
wisit  the  herberie  of  Whythorne  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the 

nixt  generall  conventione  ; "  also  granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Whythorne 
from  attending  conventions,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

54.  As  the  whole  burghs  mentioned  in  the  47th  act  of  this  convention  ''can-  Earle  of  Marr, 
not  convenientlie  meit  togither,  they  ordane  any  three  of  theme,  Edinburgh  being  ^^^^^^  mawtens. 
one,  to  be  ane  quorum." 

55.  Ordained  ''  the  measur  of  salt  "  to  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive.  Bait. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  EtoipuROH. 

'  15  December 

1665. 

Edinburgh,  Andrew  Ramsay,  provest,  David  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid  ; 
Pearth,  Andrew  Butter ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Watsone ;  Linlithgow, 
Andrew  Glen ;  Glasgow,  James  Pollock ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame ; 
Hadingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  David  Ferguson ;  Brunt- 
island,  David  Seatoun ;  Irving,  Johne  Dunlop  ;  Abirdein,  Stirling, 
St  Androis,  Monros,  Coupar  and  Dumbar,  {blank). 
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Edinburgh.  17  December  1655. 

17  December 


1665. 


Aamsay, 
moderator. 


1.  Androw  Hamsay,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

18  December  1655. 


Creditouria  to  2.  The  present  comissioneris  off  burrowis  now  con  veined  taking  to  thair 

tak  laiidis  at  ,  .  ,  . 

20  yeria  pur-     consideratione  the  point  of  the  missive  relating  to  ane  reference  granted 
^  be  his  Hienes  in  fauouris  of  the  Earles  of  Home  and   Hartfeild  and  Sir 

Robert  Douglas  and  wther  noblmen  and  gentlmen  of  thair  conditione  that 
cours  micht  be  takin  quhairby  thair  creditouris  micht  be  moved  to  accept 
of  landis  for  pa3nnent  of  thair  debtis  at  such  value  as  the  samyn  wer 
worth  in  anno  1648,  the  saidis  comissioneris  efter  serious  and  long  debait 
finding  the  said  overtour  to  be  of  most  dangerous  consequence  not  onlie 
to  the  whole  natione  in  generall  but  most  particularlie  to  the  estait  of 
burrowis,  being  cleirlie  destructive  to  tread  and  to  poor  widowis  and 
orphanis,  haue  thairfoir  thocht  fit  to  oppos  the  samyne  in  all  fair  and 
legall  wayes,  and  to  that  effect  have  appointed  Dauid  Wilkie  and  Robert 
Murray  for  the  towne  of  Edinburgh  and  John  Milne,  Androw  Butter  for 
Pearth,  Androw  Glen  for  Lithgow,  and  Williame  Thomsone  thair  dark, 
with  thair  agent,  to  consult  with  the  most  able  laweris  for  drawing  wp 
ane  petitione  to  be  backed  with  mast  formall  and  pithie  reasones,  to  be 
preseutit  to  his  Hienes  counsall  for  stoping  of  the  said  dangerous  procedour, 
and  the  agent  in  name  of  the  haill  burrowis  to  pay  the  necessar  chairges 
thairof,  and  the  samyn  salbe  allowed  to  him  in  his  accomptis. 

19  December  1655. 

Reasons  3.   The  Said  comittee  haveing  consulted  with  the  saidis  advocatis  and 

yeriTpurches.  ^i^veing  presentit  to  the  saidis  commissioneris  now  present  the  said 
petitione  and  reasones  against  the  procedour  of  the  said  Earle  of  Home 
and  those  joyned  with  him  as  affoirsaid,  the  present  comissioneris  of  bor- 
rowis  haveing  appoynted  the  provest  of  Edinburgh,  being  present  moder- 
atour,  with  Robert  Murray,  Androw  Glen,  and  William  Thomson,  thair 
dark,  to  mak  thair  applicatione  to  the  honorabill  lordis  of  counsall  and  to 
present  to  theme  the  said  petitione  and  reasonis  and  to  deall  by  all  fair 
and   effectual   meanis   to   stop  the   said   procedour,    in   all   which   thair 
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dilligence     being    reported    the    present    comissioneris    approvis    of   the  Edinburgh. 
samyne.  1656. 

20  December  1655. 

4.  Forsameikle   as   the   present    comissioneris    of    burrowis   haveing  Act,  counsel  of 
gottin  notice  that  thair  was  ane  act  past  be  the  counsall  off  estait  for  ^1^**^1?^ 
laying  on  of  assesment  wpon  the  personall  estaites  of  all  people  within 

this  natione  and  to  nominat  comissioneris  for  that  effect,  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  conceaving  it  to  be  contrair  to  the  ancient 
libertie  of  burrowis  to  appoint  any  to  stent  thair  inhabitantis  but  thair 
owin  magistratis  and  counsall  quhom  they  nominat,  thairfoir  they  ordaine 
William  Thomsone,  thair  dark,  to  draw  wp  ane  petitione  to  be  presentit 
to  the  counsall  of  estait  desyring  that  the  magistratis  and  counsalls  of 
burghis  may  be  impowered  to  nominat  and  elect  personis  of  thair  owin 
number  for  laying  one  of  the  extent  according  to  thair  ancient  liberties, 
and  to  report  his  dilligence  heiranent. 

5.  The  petition  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  act  submitted  to  the  commis-  SuppHcatio 
sioners  and  approved.  approved. 

6.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera*  A^nt,  oom- 
tione   that   the  Earl  of  Home  and  his  associatis  doe  persist  in  following  mfi^rlst** 
furth  thair  desyris  affoirsaidis  befoir  his  Hienes  counsall,  and  becaus  thair  ^e^®^* 
wther  vrgent  effaires  will  not  allow  them  so  much  tyme  as  to  attend  the 

event  of  the  samyn,  thairfoir  they  eamestlie  recomend  to  the  burgh,  of 
Edinburgh  to  aduert  to  the  samyn,  and  by  all  fair  and  possible  meanis 
to  stand  in  oppositione  thairto,  and  give  neid  beis  to  call  the  adjacent 
burghis  to  give  thair  assistance  and  concurrance  thairin,  and  ordaines  the 
agent  of  the  burrowis  to  attend  thair  or  aither  of  thair  ordouris  and  by 
thair  advyse  to  deburs  all  necessarie  chairge  ;  as  also  the  said  agent  to 
doe  his  exact  dilligence  to  obteane  the  comissione  contained  in  the  act  of 
parliament  anent  the  coall  maisteris  renewed,  and  wther  persones  put 
in  place  of  thos  who  ar  dead,  to  see  the  said  act  of  parliament  put  to  dew 
executione  against  coal  maisteris. 

7.  Ordaines  the  agent  to  give  to  the  four  ordinar  measeris  the  soume  Agent  maia- 
of  20  lib.  which  with  one  angell  givin  be  him  to  them  of  befoir  makis  wp 

in  haill  fourtie  merkis. 


t-' .- 
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Haddington.  GeNERAL  CONVENTION,  held  at  HaDDINGTOUN. 

1  July  1656. 

Edinburgh,  David  Wilkie  and  Thomas  Kincaid,  Robert  Murray  and 
John  Mylne,  assessouris;  Pearth,  Mr  Johne  Patersone;  Dundie,  Alexander 
Bower,  assessor,  Alexander  Duncane ;  Abirdeine,  John  Jaflfray ;  Stirling, 
Duncane  Naime  or  James  Stevenson  ;  Lynlythgow,  Robert  Stewart  ; 
Glasgow,  Johne  Walkinschaw  ;  Air,  Williame  Cuninghame  ;  Hadding- 
toun,  Patrik  Young  and  William  Seatoun  ;  Dysart,  Williame  Symson  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  David  Ferguson ;  Munros,  James  Peddie ;  Coupar,  John 
Crystisone ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Johne  Lindsay ;  Dumfreis,  Robert 
Riehardsone  ;  Innernes,  Alexander  Cudbert ;  Bruntilland,  George  Gardin  ; 
Innerkething,  Thomas  Thomson  ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Cuninghame ; 
Brichan,  David  Donaldson  ;  Irwing,  Mr  Robert  Barclay ;  Jedburgh, 
James  M'Cubie  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johne  Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  Adame  M'Gie  ; 
Dumfermling,  Williame  Walker ;  Selkirk,  Mr  John  Angus ;  Dum- 
bartane,  Walter  Watson  ;  Dumbar,  George  Forrestter  ;  Ramfrew,  Robert 
Hall ;  Lainrick,  Gideon  Jack ;  Arbroath,  Johne  Ouchterlony  ;  Elgin,  Mr 
Johne  Douglas  ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone  ;  Caraill,  James  Mon- 
creiflfe ;  Thain,  Williame  Ros,  younger ;  Culros,  Williame  Pearson  ; 
BamfF,  Patrick  Stewart ;  Whythome,  Alexander  Donaldson ;  Forfar, 
George  Wood  ;  Forres,  Mr  Johne  Dumbarr ;  Rutherglen,  Walter  Riddell; 
Northberwick,  Robert  Sandilandis  ;  Cullan,  Johne  Ogilve ;  Sanquhar, 
Robert  Creightoun ;  Dingwall,  Mr  Donald  Baine  ;  Quensferrie,  Johne 
Mylne  ;  St  Androis,  Pitinweeme,  Anstruther  Wester,  Rothesay,  Nairn, 
Lauder,   Kilrennie,  Annand,   Lochmaben,  Galloway,  Dornoch  and   Inver- 

1  July  1656. 

Moderator.  1.  Patrick  Young,  first  in  comiDisaion  for  Hadington,  elected  moderator. 

Houw  of  meit-         2.  Houra  of  meeting  from  eight  till  twelve  and  from  two  till  six.     Ratified 
former  acts  as  to  attendance  and  voting. 

4  July  1656. 
Alteration,  3.  Continued  the  subject  of  the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll  to  be  a  head  of  the 

taxt  roll.  «««*  w>; ,  :.,.» 

next  mis.sive. 


:..^  j'.t 
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4.  Anent  the  44th  act  of  kst  general  convention,  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  Haddington. 

intimate  to  the  conservator  and  Actors  "  that  in  caice  they  did  not  renew  thair      ^  ^        

saidis  cautioneris  within  sex  monthis  to  the  satisi&tction  of  the  particular  con-  Conservator, 
vention  of  burro  wis  who  ar  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the  first  Tysday  of  Februar 

1657  •  .  .  in  that  caice  theyar  suspendit  frome  the  exerceis  of  the  said  office  of 
factoris." 

5.  The  commL<;sioners,  after  considering  as  to  the  measure  of  salt  referred  to  Measur,  foiran 
in  the  55th  act  of  last  general  convention,  were  of  opinion   that  "  the  watter  "^** 
measur  of  salt  sould  contein  18  pecks  everie  boll  of  the  wictuall   measur  of 
Lithgow,*'  each  peck  containing  5  pints  \\  mutchkin,  and  ''  appointis  the  samyn 

to  be  represented  to  the  councell  of  estaitis  add  to  be  authorized  be  thame." 

6.  Anent  the  53  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione the  Supiie,  her- 

borios  missivo 

commissioneris  of  burrowis  wnderstanding  that  by  the  violence  of  the  * 
storme  by  sea  in  December  last  the  maist  pairt  of  the  berberies  of  this 
natione  wer  demolisched,  who  wer  to  supplicat  for  supplie  for  reparatione 
thairof,  and  considdering  the  inhabilitie  of  the  burrowis  at  this  tyme  to 
grant  thair  desyres,  thairfoir  they  have  continewed  all  supplicationes  for 
supplie  for  reparatione  of  berberies,  kirkis,  bridgis,  calsayes  and  toUbuiths, 
to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

7.  Ordained  the  burghs  mentioned  in  the  1 6th  act  of  last  general  convention  Coall. 
to  report  to  next  general  convention  as  to  the  establishing  of  coal  to  be  a  staple 
commodity. 

8.  The  commissioners  remitted  to  the  particular  convention  to  be  held  in  Unfree 
February  next  "  the  consideratione  of  the  dilligence  done  be  the  saidis  burghis  *''®*^®"- 
of  Linlithgow,  Irwin,  and  Ramfrow  "  in  punishing  unfree  traders,  as  required  by 

the  1 9th  act  of  last  general  convention ;  and  directed  these  burghs  to  take  farther 
proceedings. 

9.  Anent    the    complaint    rivin   in   to   the    present   conventione   of  Un/ro®  places, 

.  .  .        1     .  .  .     unfreemen. 

burrowis  complaining  that  certan  free  burghis  and  burgessis  thairin  did 
protect  and  authorize  unfree  treadderis  in  willages  and  wnfree  places  to 
vsurpe  and  exerceis  the  libertie  of  free  burgessis,  thairfoir  the  present 
comissioneris  statu tis  and  ordaines  that  na  free  burgh  nor  burges  thairin 
comitt  any  such  abus  in  na  tyme  cuming,  and  the  persone  found  guiltie 
of  this  abuis  to  pay  the  wnlaw  of  twa  hundreth  pundis. 

10.  Anent  that  part  of  the  27th  act  of  last  general  convention  as  to  "  com-  Burrowis  in 
posing  of  the  difference  betuix  James  Suord  and  the  nychtbouring  burghis  of  ^»  Suord. 
Fyf  anent  the  payment  of  thair  proportionis  of  his  chairgis  as  thair  commissioner 

3  G 
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Haddington,    attending  the  parliament  at  Londone/'  the  commissioners  ordained  these  burghs 
"^  to  attend  at  Bumtiland  on  1st  August  next  to  agree  upon  what  is  due. 

^Kthir  11.  Anent  that  pairt  of  the  said   27  ^i  of  the  said  last  generaU 

wid  craftw  m  conventione  of  burrowis  ordaining  the  burghs  of  Pearth,  St  Androis, 
Dundie,  Montros,  Bruntiland,  Kirkcaldie  and  Dumfermling  to  report 
thair  dilligence  to  this  present  conventione  of  burrowis  in  meiting  at  the 
burgh  of  Coupar  anent  the  composing  of  the  diflference  betuixt  the  gild 
brethren  and  the  craftsmen  of  the  said  burgh,  compeared  Mr  John  Patersone 
for  Pearth  and  reportit  that  they  had  repairit  to  the  said  burgh  of  Coupar 
to  that  effect  but  could  get  no  inspectione  of  atherof  thairrightis,  nather  of 
towns  chartour  nor  the  treadsmens  seall  of  caws,  so  that  nothing  could  be 
concludit  at  that  tyme,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  did  accept  of 
thes  burrowis  dilligence  but  wes  not  satisfied  with  thair  report ;  and 
thairfoir  ordaines  the  burghs  of  Pearth,  Dundie,  Kirkcaldie,  St  Androis, 
and  Bnintilland  to  convene  at  Coupar  wpon  the  26  of  August  nixt  to  tak 
particular  inspectione  in  the  said  matter  and  to  deall  for  ane  amicable 
agreement  betuixt  the  saidis  pairtes,  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  particular 
conventione  in  Februar  nixt,  and  in  the  mein  tyme  that  the  saidis  crafts- 
men behave  themselves  peaceabl  and  efter  the  samyn  accustomed  maner 
as  before  the  year  1640 ;  and  ordaines  the  saidis  treadsmen,  gild  brethren, 
to  produce  thair  charter  and  sealles  of  cans  to  thes  burghis  appointit  to 
wisit  thame,  and  the  burgh  of  Coupar  to  be  conveener  of  the  rest. 

1  2.  Anent  the  [36th  act  of  last  general  convention],  compeared  the 
commissioner  for  Jedburgh  and  reported  that  they  had  visited  the  said 
common  n  land  of  Selkirk  and  declaired  that  they  fand  the  samjn 
wiolentlie  possest  by  strangeris,  and  that  thair  heirdes  of  scheip  and  wther 
bestiall  wer  feiding  peaceablie  thairwpon,  to  the  great  hurt  and  prejudice 
of  the  said  burgh,  the  present  comissioneris  off  burrowis  ordanes  the  said 
agent  to  be  assistent  to  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  in  thair  persuit  of  law 
against  the  possessouris  of  thair  commoun  landis  wpon  thair  owin  chargis, 
and  if  they  sail  come  to  ane  trysting  or  agreement  Mdth  the  saidis  pos- 
sessouris of  thair  saidis  landis  that  the  burghis  of  Jedburgh,  Peibles, 
Lanrick,  and  Lauder  and  Haddingtoun  sail  give  thair  assistance  to  the 
said  burgh  of  Selkirk,  and  Selkirk  to  be  the  conveiner  of  the  rest 
innernei.  El-  1 3.  Anent  the  32  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventioim,  as  to  the  last 

adryoe,  com-    pairt  of  the  Said  act  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  burrowis  that  the  buigh  of  Forres 

mon  miiir,  etc. 


Selkirk,  oom- 
moD  landifl. 
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may  imprison  the  said  Nicoll  YouDg  and  Patrick  TuUoch,  thair  burgessis,  ^jSf^^gJe** 
in  caice  they  disobey  thair  citatiouns,  and  in  caice  of  thair  obstinacie  to  innemea  eT" 
depryve  tham  of  thair  liberties  which  is  the  power  of  magistratis  in  such  gin,  Nairne, 
lik  caices,  and  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Inuemes,  Elgin,  and  Nairn  to  give  mon  muir,  etc. 
thair  best  advyce  and  concurrence  to  them  anent  the  contraversie  of  thair 
comoun  muir,  and  anent  the  excambion  of  some  housis  with  the  shireflF 
of  Murray  for  ane  mercat  place,  and  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent     ' 
to  the  nixt  generall  convention  and  Forres  to  convein. 

4  July  1656. 

14.  The   agent's  accounts   being  examined,   there  was  found  due   to  him  Anent compti». 
£943,  Ts.  4d.  ;  each  burgh  was  ordained  to  pay  their  proportion. 

15.  Ratified  and   approved  the  acts  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  Approbation 
December  last. 

16.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  question  as  to  the  charges  of  cSSP"* 
Coupar  for  sending  missives  to  the  burghs. 

17.  Referring  to  the  third  act  of  last  general  convention,   the  burgh  of  Rothesay. 
Rothesay  was  unlawed  in  £20  for  absence,  and  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  act 
continued  till  next  convention. 

1 8.  Anent  the  5  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  [compeared  ^mmoun*' 
James  Peddie  of  Monros]  and  produced  ane  perfyt  inventur  of  the  said  miine. 
Dauid  Sutour  his  richtis  whairwith  the  saidis  commissioneris  wer  con- 
tent   and    did   approve  of  his   report,   and  ordaines   the  said  burgh  of 
Arbroath,   with  concurrance   of  MontroLs,   Brichane,  and  Forfar,  to  doe 

farder  dilligence  in  the  said  matter,  and  with  the  concurrance  of  the 
agent  if  neid  beis,  wpon  thair  owin  proper  chairges,  to  prosecut  the 
samyn. 

19.  Anent  the  10  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  bur-^J^jJ?J^ 
rowis  ordaining   the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  to  have  produced  thair  decreit  earie  of  GaUo- 
arbitrall  betuixt  thame  and  the  Earle  of  Galloway,  compeared  the  present 
commissioner   for  the  said    burgh  and  declared  that  they  had  vsed  all 
dilligence  to  search  and  seik  the  samyn  but  amongst  wther  paperis  wes 

caried  to  Londone  and  they  had  sent  their  to  seik  the  samyn,  quhich 
report  the  present  comissioneris  acceptit,  and  ordaines  them  to  do  farder 
dilligence  to  recover  the  samyn  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tion of  burrowis. 
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Haddington. 
4  July  1656. 

Measuris, 
wechts,  etc. 


Bui|pe88i8  buy- 
in^piii  wnfree 
places. 


Visiting  bur- 
row miBr  of 
Perth. 


Ramfrow,  com- 
mon landis. 


Exemptioun. 


Qneinsferrie, 
commoun  dif- 
ference. 


20.  Anent  the  20  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  ....  com- 
peared severall  of  the  saidis  burghis  and  reported  thair  dilligence  that 
they  had  visited  thair  nightbour  burghis  and  had  fund  ane  disproportione 
of  measuris  in  sindrie  burghs,  and  that  some  burghis  had  nather  weightis 
nor  measuris ;  for  remeid  quhairof  the  present  commissioneris  appointis 
tuo  visitatouns  of  new  againe  to-be  maid  be  the  whole  burrowis,  the  one 
befoir  the  first  of  Februar  and  the  second  befoir  the  first  of  May  nixt, 
that  the  wrongs  in  the  first  visit  may  be  amendit  and  ane  perfyt  vnifor- 
mitie  keiped  through  the  haill  natioun  in  all  tyme  heirefter ;  and  sic  lik 
that  ilk  burgh  sie  that  the  table  of  pitie  customes,  schoir  dewis,  and  wther 
customes  be  aflSxit  wpon  the  publict  places  of  each  burgh  whair  fairis  and 
mercatis  ar  keipit  or  schoir  dewis  payit,  conforme  to  the  23  act  of  the 
said  last  generall  conventione. 

21.  Anent  the  25  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  ....  the 
present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  recomendis  the  puting  of  the  said  act 
in  executioune  to  the  haill  borrowis  of  this  natioune  that  such  forstalling 
may  be  prevented  and  dischargit 

22.  Continued  the  remit  contained  in  the  15th  act  of  last  general  convention 
to  be  a  head  of  next  roissive,  and,  as  formerly,  ordained  the  burghs  therein 
named  to  visit  Perth  and  report  to  next  convention. 

23.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  present  conventione  of 
burrowis  be  the  burgh  of  Ramfrew  against  Robert  Pollock,  thair  lait  pro- 
vest,  for  possessing  of  ane  great  pairt  of  thair  comoun  landis  and  imploy- 
ing  the  samyn  to  his  owin  proper  vs  to  the  prejudice  of  our  comoun 
good,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  hes  appointed  the  present 
comissioneris  of  Glasgow,  Dumbarton,  and  Rutherglen  to  meit  and  con- 
vein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Ramfrew  betuixt  and  the  last  day  of  September, 
and  they  to  tak  inspectione  of  the  said  bussienes  and  to  sie  both  thair 
richtis  and  to  deall  for  agreement  and  to  improve  thair  comoun  landis  at 
the  sight  of  the  saidis  burghis. 

24.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burghs  of  Thane,  Cullen,  Forres,  Sanquhair, 
Northberwick,  Dingwall,  Kilrennie,  and  Pittenweem  from  attending  conventions 
for  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions; 

25.  Anent  the  fourt  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  [the  com- 
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missioner  of   Queinsferrie   produced    the  report    of   the  burghs  therein  ^f^P^2I2^* 
named]   who   wes   appointed  to  visit   the  said  muir,  declaring  that  the 


samyn  to  be  of  small  value  not  exceidiug  sex  aikeris  of  ground,  and  that  commoun  dif- 
so  full  of  great  stoun^  that  it  cannot  be  labored  unles  the  charges  exceid  "^^- 
the  profiFeit,  with  which  report  the  present  comissioneris  restis  satisfied 
and  approves  the  samyn.  Item,  the  dark  to  report  his  dilligence  in 
wryting  to  Samuell  Wilsone  and  John  Allane,  skipperis  and  burgessis  of 
the  said  burgh,  for  expeding  the  submissione  anent  the  difiference  betwixt 
the  burgh  and  the  sea  fairing  men,  and  the  said  burgh  to  report  thair 
dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  particular  convention  at  Edinburgh  the 
second  Tuysday  of  Februor  nixt. 

5  July  1636. 

26.  Anent  the  25  act  of  the  l£i8t  generall  conventione  [the  agent  payees  of 
declared  that  the  burghs  therein  named  had  done  suflScient  diligence  in  co^«»- 
the  matter  remitted  to  them],  quhairof  the  present  commissioneris  of 
burrowis  does  approw,  and  did  obteane  ane  comissione  for  certain  persones 
for  regulating  the  pryce  and  measur  of  coallis,  but  many  of  thes  comis- 
sionat  being  coalmaisteris  and  heretouris  of  coall  heughes  the  present 
comissioneris  ar  certanlie  informed  that  [there  are]  greater  abussis  both  in 
the  pryces  and  measur  of  coallis  then  formerlie  wes  committed,  therfoir 
they  ordaine  the  burghs  abonewrittin,  with  the  burgh  of  Hadingtoun,  to 
meit  at  Edinburgh  wpon  Tysday  nixt,  being  the  8  day  of  this  moneth, 
and  to  mak  application  to  the  counsall  of  estait  or  any  wther  competent 
judicatories  for  remeid  of  thes  abussis,  and  the  agent  to  concur  and  assist 
them  in  efifectuating  the  samyn,  and  the  charges  to  be  payit  be  the 
whole  burrowis. 

27.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideratioune  Committie  of 
the  said  grivances  of  the  whole  burrowis  in  generall  and  most  pairt  of 
the  particular  burrowis  whos  grivances  presentit  to  them  at  this  conven- 
tione to  be  considerit,  they  have  thought  fitt  to  vse  all  laufuU  and 
efFectuall  meanes  according  to  thair  power  for  remedie  thairof,  and 
for  that  effect  they  appointit  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Abirdein, 
Lithgow,  Glasgow,  Dundie,  Irving,  Air,  Stirling,  Inuemes,  Dumbarton, 
Montros,  Bruntilland,  and  Kirkcaldie  to  be  ane   comittie  for  grivances 
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Haddington. 
6  July  l(>5tf. 

Conmiittio  of 
grivaucea. 


Pmrticiiliur  con< 
T«utioati. 


Elections, 

HjMltngtoun, 

giktrw. 


and  overtouris,  and  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  one  Tysday  nixt  being 
the  eight  of  this  instant  at  10  houris  in  the  morning,  and  thair  to 
reoeav  in  all  geuerall  and  particular  grivances  in  relation  to  the  burrowis, 
and  to  t4ik  the  most  effectual  cours  for  remedie  thairof,  and  with  power 
to  thamo  to  appoint  ane  subcomittee  for  prosecutione  of  the  bussienes, 
and  with  power  to  thame  to  receave  in,  condiscend,  and  conclud  one  all 
overtures  that  may  be  for  advancement  of  tread  and  publict  weall  of  the 
burrowis ;  and  ordaines  the  agent  to  deburs  all  charges  as  the  said  comittee 
sail  And  necessar«  and  the  samyn  salbe  allowit  to  him  in  his  comptes ;  and 
with  power  to  them  as  necessitie  sail  requyre  to  call  the  particular  con- 
ventione  montiouat  in  the  subsequent  act  to  mak  a  moir  speedie  meiting 
according  as  they  sail  find  the  necessitie  of  efiaires  to  requyr  to  crave  ther 
concurrence  in  the  said  bussienes. 

28.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  remittit  severall 
heidis  of  the  missive  to  ane  particular  convention  to  be  haldin  at  Edin- 
burgh the  second  Tysday  of  Februar  1657  and  espedallie  the  ordouris 
concerning  factouris,  they  have  thairfoir  appointed  the  burghis  of  Edin- 
burgh, Poarth,  Dundie.  Abirdein,  Stirling,  lathgow,  St  Androis,  Glasgow, 
Air,  Haddingtoun,  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Mimros,  Inuemes,  Bruntilland, 
Irving,  Dumbartan,  Lanrick,  Arbroath,  Dumfermling  to  meit  and  convein 
at  the  said  burgh  for  keiping  of  the  said  conventione ;  and  the  saidis 
comissioneris  considdering  that  in  thir  dificult  tymes  thair  may  be  a 
necessitie  of  making  applicatione  wnto  superiour  poweris  heir  or  in 
Eaigland,  especiallie  seing  thair  is  ane  great  piobabilitie  of  ane  parliament 
to  be  holdin  at  London  in  September  nixt^  thairfoir  they  give  ordoor 
that  they  Ih>  in  readienes  to  convein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  at 
quhat  tyme  soever  they  salbe  requyrit  by  the  comittie  of  greivanoes  and 
overtouris,  or  by  the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  with  full  power  to  them  as  they 
sail  sie  caus  to  imploy  one  or  tuo  abl  and  weall  qualified  men  to  repair 
to  England  or  elsquhair  for  pn>socuting  of  such  ordouris  or  instnictiouna 
in  relatiouu  to  the  cstait  of  burrowis  as  they  sail  think  expedient ;  and 
ordainis  the  agent  to  tak  w*p  and  burrow  wpon  interest  such  sowmea  of 
monev  as  the  Siiidis  comissioneris  sail  think  fit. 

20.  Anont  the  4S  act  of  last  gvnendl  conventione  of  burrowis  .... 
cinnpeanxl  Dauid  Wilkie.  doin  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  with  John  Milne, 
maister  moason  of  the  said  burgh,  oomisdonat  for  that  effect,  and  prodocit 
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the  report  wndirwrittin,  quhairof  the  tenour  foUowis  : — ^At  Haddingtoun  F^?"!^^^^' 
the   nynt   day   of  October    1655    yeiris,  wee,   undirsubscryveris,   comis- 


sioneris  frome  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  haveing  mett  at  the  said  burgh  ma^stratis, 
of  Haddingtoun  the  said  day,  in  obedience  and  conforme  to  ane  act  of  the  erectkw^""' 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis  haldin  at  Edinburgh  of  the  dait  the  tent  giid^e. 
day  of  July  last  bypast,  auent  the  distinguishing  of  thos  who  wer  who  ar 
actuall  merchandis  who  ar  to  be  the  major  pairt  of  the  sextein 
merchandis  to  be  chosen  counsallouris  of  the  said  burgh,  it  is  our 
judgment  that  thos  who  are  vintineris  of  wyn  who  buyes  ane  twne  or 
twnes  of  wyne  in  great,  and  also  thos  who  deall  in  bargains  of  wictuall  in 
great  and  sellis  the  samyn  over  againe,  be  estemed  as  merchandis 
traficquers  and  so  consequentlie  to  be  in  the  capacitie  to  be  of  the 
number  of  the  nyne  merchandis  counsallouris,  which  is  the  major  pairt  of 
the  sextein  merchand  counsallouris  appointed  be  the  said  act  of  burrowis ; 
and  as  for  the  wther  sevin  merchandis  counsallouris,  we  esteim  thos 
who  ar  heretouris,  maltmen,  litsteris,  land  laboureris,  and  wther  merchan- 
dis who  ar  not  wndir  the  deykins  of  craftis,  which  foirsaidis  sevin  coun- 
sallouris ar  not  in  capacitie  to  be  magistratis  conforme  to  the  tenoul*  of 
the  foirsaid  act,  but  prejudice  all  way  es  to  choys  ane  thesaurer  out  of  the 
haill  sexteine  promiscouslie ;  as  lykwys  conforme  to  the  tenor  of  the  said 
act  of  burrowis,  the  whole  number  ar  to  be  restrictit  to  tuentie  fyve  per- 
sons who  ar  to  have  the  whole  power  in  leiting  and  electing  of  magis- 
tratis. Quhilk  report  being  read  in  presence  of  the  haill  comissioneris  of 
burrowis,  they  all  wnanimouslie  aprove  of  the  said  distinctioune  of 
traficquing  merchandis  in  sua  far  as  the  samjoi  relatis  to  the  burgh  of 
Hadingtoun  allanerlie,  and  ordanis  such  persones  sua  qualified  to  be 
esteimed  in  all  tyme  cuming  traficqueing  merchandis  and  to  be  capable 
to  be  magistratis  in  the  said  burgh.  As  also,  conforme  to  the  said  act  of 
burrowis,  the  erectione  of  ane  gildrie  within  the  said  burgh  wes  ordained 
to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missiue,  which  being  omitted  out  of  the  said 
missive  but  supplied  be  ane  petitioune  frome  the  merchandis  of  the  said 
burgh  petitioneris  for  the  samyn,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
efter  long  debait  and  serious  consideratione  of  the  differences  betuixt 
the  merchandis  and  magistratis  and  craftis  of  this  burgh  anent  the 
erectione  of  ane  gildrie  within  the  said  burgh  of  Haddingtoun,  do  con- 
ceave  that  for  the  good  and  honor  of  the  said  burgh  it  wer  expedient 
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Haddington. 
6  July  1656. 

Electiono, 

maf^stratis, 

Hadin^toun, 

erection, 

g^ldrie. 


that  ane  gildrie  sould  be  establisched  in  the  said  burgh,  thairfore  they 
eamestlie  recomend  to  the  present  magistratis  and  counsall  of  the  said 
burgh  to  mak  choys  of  one  of  the  nyn  traficqueing  merchandis  qualified 
according  to  the  distinctione.  in  the  said  report  in  the  office  of  ane  dein 
of  gild  in  this  burgh  at  the  nij^t  electione  of  thair  magistratis ;  and  the 
said  burgh  of  Hadingtoun  to  report  thair  diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt 
particular  conventione  of  burrowis  to  be  at  Edinburgh  on  the  second 
Tysday  of  Februar  nixt,  wndir  the  pain  of  tuentie  pund,  and  in  caice  of 
thair  refusall  the  consideration  thairof  is  to  be  continued  to  be  ane  heid 
of  the  nixt  missive. 


Missive  dowis.  30.  Ordained  the  agent  to  raise  letters  of  horning  against  the  bui^hs  who 

refuse  to  pay  their  missive  dews. 
Nixtconven-  31.  Dissolved  the  present  general  convention  and  appointed  the  next  to  be 

held  at  Glasgow  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  1657. 


tion. 


Clark,  dilli. 
gonce  at  Lon- 
don. 


32.  Compeared  William  Thomson,  generall  dark  to  the  burrowis, 
and  produced  in  wreat  ane  ample  report  of  his  dilligence  done  at  London 
in  obedience  to  ane  comissione  and  instructionis  sent  to  him  by  the 
comissioner  of  burrowis  met  at  Edinburgh  in  the  particular  convention  in 
November  1654,  with  ane  ordour  of  ane  hundreth  pund  sterling  to  be 
advanced  be  him  towardis  his  chairges,  which  they  could  not  but  conceave 
to  be  ane  sufficient  ground  to  him  for  to  act  wpone,  which  report  being 
at  length  and  in  all  poyntis  considerit  be  the  present  comissioneris,  they 
did  approve  of  his  cair  and  dilligence  and  fidelitie  in  going  about  the 
samyn,  and  in  respect  of  his  many  good  offices  and  services  don  in  the 
publict  efFairis  of  the  burrowis,  and  for  his  further  encuradgment  to  con- 
tinew  thairin,  thairfoir  they  ordain  the  agent  to  pay  to  him  the  sowme  of 
ane  hundreth  pund  sterling  as  for  his  expenssis  and  pains  in  sua  far  as 
relaited  to  the  general  efFairis  of  the  burrowis. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinbuhgh. 
8  July  1(>56. 


Edinburgh,  David  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid  ;  Pearth,  Mr  Johne 
Patersone  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar ;  Abirdein,  John  Jaffiray  ;  Lithgow, 
Robert  Stewart ;    Stirling,  Duncan  Nairn  ;    Air,  William  Cunningham  ; 
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Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone  ;    Munros,  James  Peddie  ;   Inneraes,  Alex-  f  j^^^^jg?"" 
ander    Cuthbert ;     Bruntilland,     George    Gardin ;     Dumbartan,     Walter  


Watsone ;  Glasgow  and  Irving,  (blank), 

8  July  1656. 

1 .  David  Wilkie,  commissioner  of  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

10  July  1656. 

2.  Anent  the  reference  maid  be  the  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  Convoy,  bring- 
at  Haddingtoun  the  fyft  of  July  instant  to  the  commissioneris  of  burrowis  schippis  in  the 
presentlie  conveined  for  receaving  of  overtouris  and  grivances  frome  the  ^^^^*^' 
haill  burrowis,  and  for  giving  thair  assistance  and  concurrance  by  aplica- 

tione  to  be  maid  to  the  counsall  of  estait  for  remeid  of  such  grivances  as 
wer  presentit  befoir  tham,  and  for  granting  thair  assistance  to  such 
necessar  overturis  as  sail  occurr  or  be  presentit  to  ther  knowledge,  and 
haveing  gottin  notice  that  thair  ar  severall  Englisch  and  Scotis  merchandis 
schippis  lyand  within  the  Sound  loadined  with  merchandice  who  dair 
not  ventur  to  cum  out  without  ane  convoy,  thairfore  they  ordaine  the 
burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Abirdein  and  Montrose  to  crave  the  assist- 
ance of  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  for  granting  his  concurrence  for  suppli- 
cating the  counsall  of  estait  for  ane  convoy  to  be  granted  for  bringing 
home  of  the  saidis  schippis;  compeared  Dauid  Wilkie,  comissioner  for  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  reported  that  they  with  the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburgh  his  assistance  had  obteaned  thair  desyr  from  the  counsell  of 
estait  which  the  present  comissioneris  does  approve  as  perfyit  dilligence. 

3.  Ordained   the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Abirdein,  and  Monros  to  address  the  Councell  of 
council  of  estate  for.  approbation  of  the  6th  act  of  last  general  convention,  "  a»  l^n^^-^lf'  ^^*' 
also  to  give  thair  concurrence  and  assistance  to  the  burgh  of  Selkirk  in  repre- 
senting thair  grivances  to  the  councill  of  estaite  and  in  obteaning  ane  remedie 
thairof." 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordainis  Thomas  Kincaid  Agent,  coaii 
for  Edinburgh  and  William  Cuninghame  for  the  burgh  of  Air,  with  the  ^^««i^°^«^ 
concurrence  of  the  agent,  to  petitioun  the  commissioneris  for  administra- 
tione  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland  that  befoir  any  thing  be  con- 
cludit  in  that  actione  betuixt  the  Earle  of  Mar  and  the  laird  of  Fruchie 

3  H 
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Edinburgh,     anent  the  coall  bussienea  loading  at  the  Pow  of  Alloway,  that  the  bur- 

-1-  rowis  interest  may  be  first  hard   and   takin  in   consideratione,  and  to 

bussiones.        report  thair  dilligence  thairanent,  and  the  agent  to  proceid  in  prosecutione 
of  the  coall  bussienes  conforme  to  the  26  act  of  the  said  last  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis  and  to  report  his  dilligence  thairanent  to  the 
nixt  particular  conventione  of  burrowis. 
Lanrick,  dean  6.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  thair  generall  clark 

^  ^  *  in  thair  names  to  wreat  the  present  magistratis  of  the  burgh  of  Lanrick 

requyring  thame  at  thair  nixt  electione  of  thair  magistratis  that  for  the 
honor  and  better  government  in  thair  burgh  that  ane  dein  of  gild  be 
chosen  in  thair  burgh  conforme  to  thair  chartour  of  erectione,  and  to 
report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  bur- 
rowis ;  and  in  caice  of  thair  refuisall  the  burrowis  will  tak  the  samyn  to 
consideratione. 

Dundie.wnlaw,         6.  Ordained  the  clerk  to  write  to  the  bai^b  of  Dundie  "  in  ^Eivouris  of  James 
AfXeane.         M*Kean,  merchand,  requyring  thame  to  give  satis&ctione  to  him  and  his  partiner 
for  ane  fyne  of  tua  hundredth  merkis  vnjiistlie  exacted  of  thame." 

Difference,  7.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  vnderstanding  that  thair  is 

Tm^^**^  °'  questione  of  law  betuixt  the  burgh  oflF  Forres  and  the  laird  of  Tarbet,  and 
being  desyrit  by  thair  present  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh  of  Forres  to 
have  the  concurrence  and  assistance  of  sum  nightbouring  buighis  that 
sail  happin  to  be  nixt  adjacent  to  the  plaice  quhair  the  said  questione 
sail  happin  to  be  discussed,  thairfoir  they  ordaine  thair  generall  clark  to 
wreat  to  any  burgh  south  or  north  that  he  salbe  requyred  be  any  comis- 
sioner from  Forres  to  be  assisting  to  them  in  thair  persuit  of  law  as  said 
is,  and  the  clark  to  report  his  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis  ;  as  also  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Innemes  and 
Elgin  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  said  burgh  of  Forres  in  composing 
of  all  difference  betuixt  the  said  burgh  and  the  laird  of  Innes. 
CiiBiom  at  8.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideratione  the 

^^'^  complaint  givin  in  by  the  most  pairt  of  the  burrowis  against  severall 

gentillmen,  heretouris  of  thes  places  quhair  comoim  faires  ar  keiped,  for 
exacting  of  tripill  custome  at  the  saidis  faires,  thairfoir  they  ordaine  the 
agent  to  search  furth  for  that  act  of  councell  anent  the  customes  payit  at 
publict  faires  and  mercatis,  and  the  said  agent,  with  the  concurrence  of 
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thes  burghis  quho  ar  to  mak  applicatione  to  the  councell  of  estait  for  jtonrauR^. 
redres   of  grivances,  and  to  represent  the  samyn  to  thame  and  to  crave  -— — — ^ 
remeid  thairot  faires. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  8  August  1656. 

Edinburgh,  Andrew  Ramsay,  provest,  Dauid  Wilkie,  dein  of  gild, 
Thomas  Kyncaid ;  Pearth,  Mr  John  Patersone ;  Dundie,  Alexander 
Bowar  ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Nairne ;  Lythgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  Glasgow, 
John  Bell ;  Haddingtoun,  Patrik  Young  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone  ; 
Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin  ;  Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Abirdein, 
St  Androis,  Air,  Dysart,  Monros,  Innemes,  Irving,  Dumbartan,  Lainrik 
and  Arbroath  {blank), 

8  August  1656. 

1.  Andrew  Ramsay,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

9August  1656. 

2.  Adjourned  the  present  convention  to  26th  inst  Adjournment. 

3.  The  present  comissioneris  ordaines  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  AnnuUing  the 
Pearth,  Lythgow,  and  Haddingtoun  to  repair  to  the  Lord  Brughill  at  ^d^cre^tor.*^ 
Pinkie  and  to  represent  to  his  lordship  the  great  prejudice  which  the 
whole  natione,  and  in  particular  manor  the  estait  of  burrowis,  may  sus- 
teane  by  the  lait  act  granted  in  favouris  of  debitoris,  and  to  solicit  his 
lordship  to  deall  for  annulling  of  the  samyn,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  to 
stop  all  farder  procedour  thairin. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  26  August 

1656. 

Edinburgh,  David  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Ander- 
son ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar ;  Stirling,  Duncane  Nairne ;  Lithgow, 
Robert  Stewart ;  Glasgow,  James  Pollock  ;  Air,  William  Cunninghame  ; 
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Edinbukoh. 


Wilkio, 
iiKxlurator. 


IiiHinictioun, 
parliuniout. 


Hadingtoun,  Patrick  Young  ;  Dysart,  William  Symson ;  Kirkcaldie,  David 
Ferguson  ;  Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin  ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ; 
Dumfermling,  Williame  Walker ;  Abirdein,  St  Androis,  Monros,  Innemes, 
Dumbartan,  Lainrick,  Arbroth,  (blank). 

26  August  1656. 

1.  David  Wilkie,  dean  of  guild  and   first  in  commission   for  Edinburgh, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  apointis  the  burghis  of 
Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Lithgow,  Air,  and  Irving  to  meit  presentlie  as  a 
comittee  to  considder  wpon  such  instructiounes  as  they  sail  think  necessar 
to  be  recomendit  to  the  comissioneris  for  the  burrowis  that  ar  to  repair 
to  the  parliament  at  London  in  relation  to  thair  liberties  and  priviledges, 
and  to  report  to  the  bodie  tomon-ow  at  ten  of  the  clock. 

27  August  1656. 

Tn«tructionH,  3.   The  comittee  appointed  for  drawing  wp  of  instructiouns  to  be 

eriB,  pariia-  rccomondit  to  the  comissioneris  that  ar  to  repair  to  the  parliament  at 
iiieiit,  London.  Lq^Jquq  in  behalffe  of  the  burrowis  of  this  natioun  haveing  considderit 
wpon  severall  instructiounes  that  most  concemis  the  priviledge  and  liberties 
of  the  burrowis,  which  being  presentit  be  the  said  comittee  to  the  re- 
manent comissioneris,  and  also  being  seine  and  considderit  be  thame,  they 
did  approve  of  the  samyne  and  thairfoir  ordaines  the  samyn  to  be  insert 
and  registrat  in  thair  generall  register,  of  the  quhilkis  instructiounes  the 
tenor  followis : — 

(1.)  That  ane  supplicatione  may  be  presentit  in  name  of  the  haiU  burrowis 
for  thame  selves  for  ane  eas  of  thair  sext  pairt  of  the  ces  in  respect  that  thair 
whole  schippis  heing  takin  hy  sea,  quhairin  the  greatest  pairt  of  thair  stockis  wer, 
hcing  the  mean  of  thair  treding  for  which  they  payed  so  considerabl  ane  burding, 
and  thair  estaitis  at  home  distroyed  be  the  warres,  and  wtherwaiee  ezhaustit  be 
cxtraordinar  burdingis,  and  thair  tread  and  traffique  almost  whollie  lost,  and  the 
maist  pairt  of  thair  berberies  dcmoHsched  by  the  violence  of  the  lait  storme  and 
want  of  meanes  to  wphold  the  samyn. 

(2.)  That  his  Hienes  and  parliament  wold  ratifie  and  confirme  to  the  bur- 
rowis all  Ruch  thair  liberties,  freedomes,  priviledges,  and  immunities  as  hes  bein 
hcirtofoir  granted  and  confirmed  to  thame  be  any  of  the  kingis  and  parliamentis 
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of  Scotland  by  patent,  chartour,  or  act  of  parliament,  or  qnhat  they  ar  or  wer  in  Edinburgh. 
possessioun  of  heirtofoir.  1656!^^* 

(3.)  That  for  the  recoverie  of  traffiqae  and  tread  of  this  natioun,  his  Hienes  jrT — -^^^ — 
and  parliament  wald  continew  the  stapl  port  at  Campheir  as  formerlie.  commission- 

(4.)  That  all  Scottis  goodis  that  hes  bein  in  V8  to  be  transported  furth  of  ®™%P*5lo*j 
this  nation,  such  as  skyn,  hyd,  and  wooll,  being  stapl  comodities  of  the  land, 
and  for  the  present  cannot  be  imployed  in  Scotland,  may  be  transported  as  for- 
merlie for  some  certan  tyme  wntill  manufiEictories  be  set  wp  within  the  natione. 

(5.)  That  the  ordinance  in  favoiis  of  the  souldioris  may  be  as  to  Scotland  be 
so  explained  and  qualiefied  that  they  may  not  exerce  thair  respective  callingis 
ather  be  themselues  or  servantis  during  thair  charg  in  the  armie,  and  that  when 
they  set  wp  it  be  onlie  in  free  burghis,  and  that  to  the  government  thairof  they 
be  in  all  thingis  accoixling  to  the  lawis  and  custome  of  the  place,  subject  and  bear 
thair  proportion  of  burdingis  according  to  thair  abilities,  and  that  in  thair  tread- 
ing, bartering,  buying  and  selling  they  ws  no  vther  weightis  or  measuria  in  Scot- 
land then  quhat  ar  thair  by  act  of  parliament  establisched  and  accordinglie  vsed 
by  the  people  of  the  natione. 

(6.)  That  foirfaulteries  in  Scotland  may  be  takin  into  serious  consideratione 
for  that  the  continewance  of  them  is  ane  most  vniversall  and  heavie  grivance  to 
the  haill  natione,  but  most  speciallie  to  the  burro  wis  quho  in  effect  ar  the  per- 
sones  forfeited,  being  creditouris  and  haveing  the  maist  pairt  of  that  which  is 
left  of  thair  estaites  in  forfeited  persones  handis,  and  that  all  debtis  contractit 
since  anno  1648  by  forfeited  persones  may  be  payit  to  the  creditouris. 

(7.)  That  convoyes  for  our  schippis  may  be  granted,  and  that  all  merchandis 
and  seamen  that  ar  prisoneris  by  the  Dunkirkeris  may  be  released. 

(8.)  That  in  respect  of  the  scaircetie  of  money  within  this  natione,  which  is 
much  occasioned  by  the  lownes  of  the  annuel  rent  of  money,  that  the  parliament 
may  be  dealt  with  for  raising  of  the  annual  rent  to  eight  per  cent 

And  thairfoir  ordaines  thair  dark  to  give  ane  extract  heirof  to  Andrew 
Ramsay,  provest  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  one  of  the  comissioneris 
for  the  said  burgh,  and  to  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,  comissioner  for 
Dundie,  and  to  George  Lockhart  for  Glasgow,  that  they  may  comunicat 
the  samyn  to  the  remanent  comissioneris  for  the  burrowis  at  the  said 
parliament,  that  they  with  thair  advyce  and  assistance  may  prosecut  the 
effectuating  and  accomplischment  of  the  samyn  at  the  said  parliament. 

4.  The   present   comissioneris  of  burrowis   taking  to    considderation  Annulling  of 
the  great  danger,  los,  and  prejudice  which  the  whole  natione,  and  particu-  debitor  and 
larlie  the  estait  of  burrowis  ar  lik  undoubtedlie  to  sustean  if  his  Hienes  *^'^^**^''- 
lait  act,  entitulat  "  Ane  act  in  favouris  of  debitouris,"  sail  not  be  recalled 
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£dinbuuoh. 
27  August 
1656. 

Annulling  of 
the  act  anent 
debitor  and 
creditor. 


Supplication, 
Rosmerkie. 


or  at  leist  much  qualified^  they  have  thought  to  recomend  wnto  thair 
comissioneris  quho  ar  to  attend  the  parliament  at  London  to  ws  all  legall 
and  lawfuU  meanes  for  recalling  the  said  act,  and  to  the  effect  that  the 
saidis  comissioneris  may  be  assistit  with  good  advyce  from  this  place  they 
have  appointed  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid,  Robert  Murray  and  John 
Milne,  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  consult  with  the  best  advocatis  or 
wtheris  concerned  heirin^  and  be  thair  adwyoe  to  draw  up  ane  petition  to 
his  Hienes  counsall  to  hinder  and  stop  the  procedour  of  the  saidis  debitouris 
anent  the  valuation  of  thair  landis  which  is  presentlie  intendit  be  them, 
as  also  to  draw  vp  valid  and  sufficient  reasones  for  which  the  said  act 
ought  to  be  repealled,  togither  with  all  such  expediencies  as  may  induce 
the  supreame  authoritie  to  annuU  the  samyn,  and  to  recomend  the  saidis 
resones  and  expediences  to  the  foirsaidis  comissioneris  of  parliament, 
and  wpon  all  occasiones  to  consult  with  the  saidis  advocatis  and  to  keip 
correspondence  and  give  advertisment  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  at  parlia- 
ment of  any  thing  may  relate  for  the  annulling  of  the  said  act  and  all 
wther  thingis  that  sail  be  thocht  necessar  for  the  good  of  the  estat  oi 
the  burrowis,  and  if  neid  beis  to  call  for  the  advyce  and  assistance  of 
thair  nychtbouring  burrowis  in  the  haill  premissis,  and  the  agent  to  be 
present  at  all  occasionis  and  to  give  his  assistance  heirin« 

5.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
heir  conveined  be  the  burgh  of  Rosmerkie  and  Chanrie  of  Ros  shewing 
that  the  saidis  burghis  ar  incorporat  in  one,  and  by  severall  charteris 
and  confirmationes  grantit  to  them  be  the  Kingis  of  Scotland  erectit  in 
ane  free  royal  burgh,  and  desyring  that  enrollment  may  be  ane  heid  of 
the  nixt  missive  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  of  burrowis,  and  that 
each  burgh  sould  be  requyred  to  send  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie 
instructit  to  that  effect,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing 
considerit  the  said  supplication  and  finding  the  samyne  most  reasonabl 
thairfoir  they  ordain  the  samyn  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  to  the 
nixt  generall  convention,  and  ordainis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  comis- 
sioneris sufficientlie  instructit  anent  the  enrolling  of  the  saidis  buighia 
amongst  the  free  burrowis. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinburqh, 

2  October 
1656. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Ander- 
sone ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Watsone ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime  ;  Lithgow, 
Andrew  Glen ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun ;  Dysart,  William  Symp- 
son ;  Kirkcaldie,  Patrick  Fergusone ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Dum- 
fermline,  William  Walker ;  Abirdein,  St  Androis,  Glasgow,  Air,  Monros, 
Innemes,  Arbroath,  Irving,  Dumbarton,  and  Lanrick  Q}lav]c). 

2  October  1656. 

1.  David  Wilkie,   dean  of  guild  and  first  in  commission   for  Edinbui*gh,  "^i^^ll"©,  mode- 
elected  moderator. 

3  October  1656. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveined   taking  to  ^^  *^ "'" 
consideratione  the  great  prejudice  the  estat  of  burrowis  may  susteane  if  quaiificatioun 
these   actis  emitted  be  the  Protectour  and  his  counsall  in  favouris  of  debitor  and 
debitouris  salbe  establisched   and   put  in   executione  according  to   the  ^*'*^***'* 
intentione   of  thes  noblmen   and   gentlmen  prosecutoris  thairof,  as  also 
considering  the  proclamatione  emittit  be  the  judges  of  this  nation  declair- 
ing  that  they  have  appointed  to  spend  the  whole  moneth  of  November 
nixt  in  puting  of  the  saidis  actis  and  ordinances  into  effectuall  executione, 
and  to  proceid  in  administratione  of  justice  conforme  to  the  said  ordour, 
the  saidis  comissioneris  finding  it  ane  dewitie  lying  wpon  them  (for  the 
weall  of  the  estait  of  the  burrowis  in  particular)  to  wse  all  legall  and 
effectuall  meanes  to  obviat  all  actis  and  ordinances  so  destructive  to  the 
whole  nation  and  especiallie  to  thair  estait,  they  have  thairfoir  thocht 
fit  that   sume  qualified   and  abl  man  may  be   sent  expres  to  Andrew 
Ramsay,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Sir  Alexander  Wedder- 
bume  and  George  Lockhart,  comissioneris  representing  the  burrowis  of 
this  natione  at  the  parliament  at  Londone,  with  instructionis  and  walid 
reasonis  for  stoping  the  procedour  of  the  saidis  judgis  in  the  said  mater ; 
and  being  confident  of  the  cair  and  fidelitie  of  Robert  Murray,  lat  baillie 
and  biirges  of  Edinburgh,  thairfoir  they  have  nominat  and  appointed  him 
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Edinburgh, 
3  October 
1656. 

Auent  the  an- 
nulling^ of 
qualiflcatioun 
of  the  act  of 
debitor  and 
creditor. 

Clerk  to  wryt 
commissioners 
at  London. 


Submission, 
burrowis  and 
coallmaisteris. 


Coppie,  in- 
structiones, 
debitor  and 
creditor. 


Next  particu- 
lar convention. 


with  all  convenient  diliigence  to  repair  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  at 
London  and  to  present  to  them  the  saidis  instructionis  and  reasones  for 
stoping  and  hindering  the  procedour  of  the  saidis  judges  in  the  saidis 
actis  at  the  tyme  prefixit  be  them,  that  they  with  the  assistance  and  con- 
currance  of  any  wthers  comissioneris  quhome  they  sail  think  fitt  may 
endeavour  the  stoping  of  the  samyn. 

3.  The  present  commissioneris  appointis  thair  generall  clark  in  thair 
names  to  wreat  ane  generall  letter  to  the  whole  comissioneris  representing 
the  burrowis  at  the  parliament  at  Londone,  and  moir  particular  to  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh,  Andrew  Ramsay,  and  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum, 
in  relation  to  the  stopping  of  the  executione  of  the  act  maid  in  favouris 
of  the  debitouris ;  and  the  moderatour  and  clark,  in  name  of  the  haill 
burrowis,  to  subscriue  the  samyn. 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideratione 
the  ordinance  of  the  counsall  of  estait  anent  the  coall  busienes,  ordaining 
ane  submissione  to  be  drawn  up  betuixt  the  coal  maisteris  and  burrowis 
within  the  several  divisionis  one  both  sydis  of  the  wattir  of  Forth,  bear- 
ing certificatione  that  thes  burrowis  that  did  not  accept  of  the  said  sub- 
missione, the  executione  of  the  act  of  parliament  against  the  coal  maisteris 
within  the  saidis  respectiue  divisiones  sould  be  suspendit  for  three 
moneths  thairefter,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  for  avoyding  of 
greater  inconveniences  thinkis  fitt  to  accept  of  the  said  submissione,  and 
ordanes  the  agent  to  caus  draw  wp  sex  severall  submissiounes  according 
to  the  number  of  the  saidis  divisiones,  and  to  send  the  samyn  to  the 
cheifiF  burghs  within  the  saidis  divisiones,  and  to  report  his  diliigence 
heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

5.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  finding  that  the  instruc- 
tionis and  reasones  against  the  puting  in  executione  of  the  act  maid  in 
fauouris  of  debitouris  not  to  be  exped  nor  in  readines  at  this  tyme, 
thairfoir  they  recomend  to  the  comissioneris  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
to  keip  ane  coppie  of  the  saidis  instructionis  to  be  presentit  to  the  nixt 
conventione,  and  that  the  samyn  may  be  insert  and  registrat  in  the  gene- 
rall register  of  burrowis  if  it  salbe  thocht  necessar. 

6.  Dissolved  this  present  meeting,  and  appointed  a  pai-ticular  convention 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  1 2th  November  next. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinburoh. 

'  12  November 

1656. 


Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid ;  St  Androis,  Andrew 
Carstair ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakinschaw ;  Hadingtoun,  William  Seatoun ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Sympsone  ;  Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Pearth, 
Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Monros,  Innernes,  BruntiUand, 
Arbroath,  Jedburgh,  Dumbartan,  and  Lanrick  (blank). 

12  November  1656. 

David   Wilkie,  dean    of   guild   and    first    in    commission  for    Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  sD^embS* 

1656. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid  ;  Pearth,  Androw  Butter; 
Linlithgow,  Androw  Glen  ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  William  Cunning- 
hame  ;  Haddington,  William  Seatone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone  ; 
BruntiUand,  Dauid  Seatoun  ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker  ;  Dumbartan, 
John  Cunninghame  ;  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  St  Androis,  Dysart,  Mon- 
rois,  Innernes,  Ajrbroath,  Irving  and  Lainrick  {blank). 

3  December  1656. 
David  Wilkie,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

5  December  1656. 

1 .   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  taking  to  consideratione  the  Report,  com- 
haill  procedours  in  relation  to  the  act  maid  in  favouris  of  debitouris  by  debitor  and 
these  intrusted   by   the    burrowis    for   annulling   or  qualefieing   of    the  ®^"®*^*°^* 
samyne,  viz.,  of  the  right  honorabill  Androw  Ramsay,  provest  of  Edin- 
burgh,   Sir  Alexander  Wedderburn,   and   George  Lockhart,   thair  comis- 
sioneris at  Londone,  and  of  baillie  Robert  Murray  who  wes  sent  expres  to 
observe  thair  ordoures  in   the  said  bussienes,  as   lykwys  of  the  comis- 

3  I 
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EoiNBunoH. 
6  December 
1656. 

Report,  com- 
missioners, 
debitor  and 
creditor. 


sioneris  of  Edinburgh,   Dauid  Wilkie  and  Thomas  Kincaid,  with   thair 
assistoris,   William  Reid   and   John   Milne,  who   wer    intrusted   to   kelp 
correspondence  with  thame  and  to  act  according  to   thair  stationis,  not 
onlie  for  promoteing  of  the  said  bussienes  against  the  debitouris  but  also 
all  wther  bussienes  relating  to  the  publict  estat  of  the  burrowis  in  the 
intervall  of  the  particular  con venti ones,  and  haveing  seine  the  sevarell 
letteris   frome    London e   to  the  said  is  comissioneris    of  Edinburgh  and 
haveing  hard  also  thair  report,  the  present  comissioneris  conveined  doe 
approve  of  the  haill  proceidouris  and  dilligences  of  the  saidis  respectiue 
person es  hitherto,  and  ordaines  thair  comoun  dark  in  thair  names  to 
wreat   ane   letter  of  thankis   to   thair  saidis  comissioneris  at  Londone. 
And  taking  into  particular  consideratioune  ane  missive  letter  wryttin  be 
the  said  Robert  Murray   to   the   said  William  Thomson,   thair  general! 
dark,  of  the  dait  the  25  of  October  1656  yeiris,  schewing  that  the  foir- 
saidis  comissioneris  finding  no  small  difficulties  in  that  bussienes  had  in 
ane  prudentiall  way,  be  the  advyce  of  the  Lord  Broughall  and  wtheris  thair 
freindis,  entered  in  ane  conference  and  treatie  with  some  nobl  men  and 
freindis  interessed  in  the  behalff  of  the  creditouris,  and  had  brocht  them 
to  condiscend  wpon  thair  owin  accord  to  the  particularis  following,  (to 
witt),  first,  that  all  wedsettis  be  declared  finall  transactionis ;  secondlie, 
that  creditouris   sail   have  the  chois  of  the  debitouris  landis  ;  thridlie, 
that  the  pryce  sail  rul  as  it  goes  at  present  (to  witt)  at  1  6  yeiris  purcbas 
at  most  and  14  at  leist,  teindis  at  ten  yeiris  ;  fourthlie,  that  nana  be 
wrged  to  take  landis  but  in  the  schyre  whar  he  duellis  if  his  soume  be 
wndir  fyv  thousand  merkis,  and  wher  he  duellis  not  if  his  sowme  be 
wndir  tuelve  or  twentie  thowsand  merkis;  with  severall  wther  particularis 
raentionat  in  the  said  letter,  speciallie  desyring  that  the  advyce  of  certan 
laweris  mentionat   in   the  said   letter  may  be  sent  to  him,  the  which 
advyce  being  contrarie  to  any  treatie  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  parlia- 
ment did  brack  wp  the  samyn  and  remittit  the  whole  bussienes  to  the 
decision   of  the   parliament  wher   now  it    lyes,  declairing    by  severall 
posterior  letteris  presentlie  produced  thair  feare  that  thair  micht  be  moir 
danger  in  relying  wpon  the  decision  of  the  parliament  then  if  the  quali- 
iicationis   had   bein   condiscend  it   wpon   be   mutuall   consent  befoir   the 
parliament  had   taikin  the  samyn  to  thair  consideratione  ;  quhairfoir  the 
present  comissioneris,  wpon  serious  consideration,  doe  think  fit  that  as  to 
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the  interest  of  the  burrowis  it  be  whollie  left  to  the  discretion,  cair,  and  Edinburgh. 
diliigence  of  the  said  is  honorabiil  comissioneris  at  Londone  to  doe  in  the  lese!^^"*  ^^ 


whole  matter  quhat  they  sail  find  to  be  most  for  the  benefeit  and  behoofF  Report,  com- 
of  the  creditouris,  and  if  no  better  may  be  that  they  endeavour  wpon  the  ?^2'?j^'^°''^j 
foirsaidis  or  any  the  lik  conditionis  which  heir  cannot  be  condiscendit  on  creditor, 
at  such  one  distance  and  that  they  doe  continew  in  the  prosecution ne  of 
the  said  bussienes  to  the  best  advantage  till  the  finall  cloise  thairof. 

2.  The    present    comissioneris   of  burrowis  taking    to   consideration  Act  of  debitor 
the    report    of    the    comissioneris    of    Edinburgh    concerning    the     cair 

and  diliigence  of  baillie  Robert  Murray,  as  lykwys  haveing  sein  the 
said  Robert  Murray,  his  seuerall  missive  letters  directit  to  thame  and 
to  William.  Thomson,  thair  generall  dark,  concerning  the  bussienes 
betuix  debitor  and  creditor  mentionat  in  the  preceiding  act,  by 
which  it  appearis  that  thair  wilbe  no  litill  difficultie  to  bring  the  samyn 
to  ane  happie  cloise,  and  considdering  that  the  said  bussienes  cannot  be 
happilie  prosecut  without  great  changes,  doe  thairfore  ordaine  William 
Thomson,  thair  generall  dark,  in  thair  names  to  wreat  ane  letter,  to  him 
desyring  that  he  may  insist  and  continow  in  prosecutioune  of  the  said 
bussienes  wntill  the  finall  cloLs  thairof  or  till  thair  farder  ordour  ;  and  to 
report  his  diliigence  ather  in  person  or  in  wryt  to  the  next  particular 
meiting  which  is  to  be  hauldin  at  this  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  second  of 
Februar  nixt,  and  to  bring  or  send  ane  particular  and  just  accompt  of  the 
chairges  and  expenssis  by  him  necessarlie  debursit  wpon  the  said  bussienes. 

3.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  certanlie  informed  by  Monopoiie, 
some  of  thair  number  that  Colonell  Aytkins,  John  Biltoun  and  Thomas  *^  **  ^' 
Flemyng,  taksmen   of  the  excys  of  bay  salt,  doe  themselues  import  so 

much  thairof  that  no  wther  merchand  is  abl  to  tread  thairin  by  reason  of 
the  rigor  of  excys  exactit  from  theme  for  the  said  comoditie,  and  doe 
make  ane  monopoiie  of  that  so  necessar  ane  comoditie  for  the  cuntrey, 
contrair  to  all  equitie  and  priviledgis  of  this  natione  and  the  law  and 
custome  of  Ingland  by  which  it  is  provydit  that  no  formoraris  of  custome 
may  import  forange  comoditie  duiring  the  tyme  of  thair  tak  ;  as  also 
being  informed  that  the  comissioneris  for  tlie  customes  and  excys  doe 
exact  the  20  peny  of  custome  and  the  20  peny  of  excys  of  all  schippis 
bocht  from  strangeris  and  brocht  home  for  the  necessarie  seruice  of  the 
natioun  and  increas  of  tread,  which  exactiones  doe  much  frustrat  and 
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Edinburgh,     hinder  the  restoring  of  the  decayed  and  lost  schipping  of  this  cuntrie,  the 

1656. present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  thair  g^ierall  clark  in  thair 

Monopoiie,  names  to  acquaint  thair  comissioneris  attending  the  parliament  at  London 
bay  salt.         -^^  ^^^  letter  of  the   foirsaid  prejudices  and  inconveniences,  and  efter 

tryall  of  the  laws  and  practickis  of  England  to  endeavour  the  redres 

thairof. 

Dewes  of  com-  4.  Ordained  the  following  burghs  to  pay  to  John  Wilkie  their  shares  of  his 
LoBdon!*^  *       expenses  for  attending  parliament  at  London  as  commissioner  for  the  burghs, 

viz.,  Lanrick,  £4,  7s.  4d.,  L*ving,  £7,  6s.  2d.,  Dumbartan,  £4,  7s.  2d.,  Rothesay, 

£5,  9s.  2d. 

PittinweOTi  5^  Anout  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Pittinweem  to 

the  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  craveing  that  conforme  to  ane  act  of 
burrowis  maid  at  Pearth  in  Julij  1646  yeiris  the  said  burgh  micbt  haue 
the  concun'ence  of  the  agent  in  the  prosecutione  of  the  decision  of  the 
contraversie  betuix  the  said  burgh  and  the  burgh  of  Caraill  befoir  the 
judge  ordinar  wpon  the  expenssis  of  the  haill  burrowis,  the  present 
commissioneris  of  burrowis  grantis  the  desyr  of  the  supplicant,  and 
ordaines  the  agent  to  concurr  and  assist  him  in  the  prosecutioune  of 
the  discussing  of  the  said  contraversie  wpon  the  chairges  of  the  whole 
burrowis,  the  said  burgh  of  Pittinweime  paying  the  agent  for  his  owin 
paines. 

Maisouris.  g    Ordained  the  agent  "  to  pay  the  four  ordinar  maisouris  befor  the  hie  court 

of  justice"  40  merks  Scots  money. 


Edinburgh. 
2  February 
1657. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid  ;  Pearth,  Androw  Butter ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar  ;  Abirdein,  John  Jafiray ;  Stirling,  Duncan 
Naime  ;  Linlithgow,  Androw  Glen  ;  Glasgow,  James  Pooge ;  Air,  WiUiam 
Caninghame  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ; 
Innernes,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Dumferm- 
ling,  William  Walker  ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ;  Dysart,  Monrose, 
Arbroath  and  Lainirk  {blank). 
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3  February  l.Co7.  g^^' 

1.  David  Wilkie,  dean  of  guild  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 


moderator.  Moderator. 

5  February  1657. 

2.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  [in  name  of  the  merchants  of  ^erohaudu*^* 
Haddington  as  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  29th  act  of  last  Haddington, 
general  convention,  mentioning  that]  notwithstanding  of  the  said  recom- 
mendatione  they  have  maid  no  electione  of  ane  dein  of  gild  and  thairfoir 
desyring  remeid  thairof,  as  the  said  supplicatione  at  mair  lengh  bearis, 
compeared  William  Seatoun,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun, 
and  reportit  that  thair  magistratis  and  counsell  had  severall  tymes  con- 
veined  and  seriouslie  considderit  of  the  said  matter  but  had  fund  so  great 
prejudice  heirin  that  they  could  not  admitt  of  ane  dein  of  gild  within 
thair  said  burgh,  with  which  report  the  saidis  comissioneris  wer  not  weall 
satisfied,  and  haveing  seriouslie  considderit  the  said  supplicatione  presentit 
to  thame  as  said  is,   they  haue  thought  fit  of  new  againe  seriouslie   to 
recomend  to  the  saidis  magistratis  and  counsall  to  condescend  wpon  ane 
effectuall  cours  for  errecting  of  ane  gildrie  within  thair  said  burgh,  and 
to  report  thair  dilligence  thairanent  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of 
borrowis  ;    as    also   they,    passing   by   all    former   paines    takin   be  the 
burrowis  in  the  said  matter  for  thair  assistance  going  about  the  samyn  in 
caice  of  diflScultie  they  haue  ordained  Dauid  Wilkie  and  Johne  Milne  for 
Edinburgh,  Andrew  Glen  for  Lithgow,  and  maister  Robert  Barclay  for 
Irving,   and  Dauid  Seatoun  for  Bruntilland,   or  any  three  of  thanie,  to 
meit  at  Haddingtoun  the  first  Tysday  of  May  nixtocum,  and  Edinburgh 
to  convein  the  rest,  and  to  put  ane  finall  conclusione  (if  possibl)  to  the  said 
bussienes ;   and  ordaines  the  saidis  magistratis  of  Haddingtoun  to  produce 
befoir  the  saidis  burghis  thair  conveined  thair  charteris  of  erectione  to  be 
sein  and  considderit  be  them,  and  in  caice  of  thair  not  agreement  that 
the  saidis  magistratis  be  ordanit  to  present  thair  saidis  charteris  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  that  they  may  be  sein  and  consid- 
derit be  thame,  wndir  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  pundis,  with  this  certiti- 
catione  and  in  caice  of  thair  refuisall  the  saidis  burrowis  will  determin  in 
the  said  matter  as  accordis. 
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EorNBURGH. 
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1657. 

Difference, 
gild  brethor 
and  craftis  in 
Coupar. 


Measur  of 
foran  salt. 


Seamen  and 
magistratis  of 
Quenisferio. 

Customes  at 
foran  fairis. 


Report,  com- 
missioners at 
London, 
debitor  and 
creditor. 


3.  Anent  the  11th  act  of  the  last  general  convention  .  .  .  com- 
peared the  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Pearth  and  declaired  that  they 
had  mett  at  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth  according  to  the  burrowis  order 
but  had  receaved  no  satisfaction n  from  non  of  the  saidis  pairtis,  the  pre- 
sent commissioneris  ordanis  the  saidis  burghis  abonementionat  to  meit 
and  convein  at  the  said  burgh  of  Coupar  the  second  Tysday  of  May  nixt 
to  cum  to  the  effect  abonewrittin  and  Coupar  to  conveine  the  samyne. 

4.  Referring  to  the  5th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners 
ordained  the  burglis  of  Edinburgh  and  five  others  to  attend  the  council  of  estate, 
and  to  report  their  diligence  to  next  convention. 

5.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Queinsferrie  to  report  to  next  general  convention 
their  diligence  in  regard  to  the  25th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

6.  Anent  the  8  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  [on  10th  July 
last]  compeared  the  agent  and  declaired  that  he  had  searched  for  the 
said  act  but  could  not  have  the  samyne,  and  thairfoir  they  ordaine  the  agent 
to  doe  farder  dilligence  in  searching  out  for  the  said  act  and  in  repre- 
senting thes  abuissis  to  the  councell  of  estait  and  craveing  redres  tbairof. 
7.  In  presence  of  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined, 
compeared  Robert  Murray,  present  baillie  of  Edinburgh,  who  wes 
appointed  be  the  thrid  act  of  the  last  particular  conventione  of  burrowis 
hauldin  at  Edinburgh  the  thrid  of  Octobir  last  to  repair  to  Londone,  with 
expres  instructionis  and  reasones  to  be  presentit  to  the  right  honor- 
abill  Andrew  Ramsay,  proveist  of  Edinburgh,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume 
and  George  Lockhai-t,  comissioneris  representing  the  burrowis  attending 
the  parliament  at  Londoune,  for  stoping  the  procedour  of  the  comissioneris 
for  administratione  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  who  by  thair  pro- 
clamatioune  had  appointed  to  bestow  the  whole  moneth  of  November  last 
bypast  in  puting  the  actis  and  ordinances  emittit  by  his  Hienes  the  Lord 
Protector  and  his  councell  in  favoris  of  debitoris  to  effectuall  executione, 
and  to  proceid  in  administratione  of  justice  conforme  thairto  and  to  move 
and  assist  the  saidis  comissioneris  to  use  thair  best  endevouris  for  annulling 
and  qualieficing  of  the  samyne,  and  maid  report  of  the  cair  and  dilligence 
of  the  saidis  comissioneris  in  the  said  matter ;  as  also  produced  ane 
wreatin  r(port  frome  the  saidis  comissioneris  anent  the  said  Erobert 
Murray  his  dilligence  and  paincs  takin  in  the  samyne,  quhairof  the  saidis 
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comissioneris  did  approve,  and  ordaines  thair  dark  in  thair  names  to  wreat  Edinburgh. 
ane  letter  of  thankis  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  for  thair   extraordinar  i657. 


painis  taikin  in  the  said  bussienes,  as  also  intreating  they  wold  not  be  Report,  com- 
wanting  to  prosecut  the  samyn  to  the  finall  deceision  thairof  being  one  London!"  *^ 
matter  so  much  concerning  the  estait  of  burrowis.  debitor  and 

...  .  .  1.       creditor. 

8.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordanis  the  burgh  of  Edin-  Appeaio. 
burgh,   with  the   assistance  of  Robert  Murray,  baillie,  and  of  the  nixt 
adjacent  borrowis  (to  witt)  Lithgow,  Haddingtoun,  and  Bruntilland  that 

in  caice  it  sail  happin  that  the  comissioneris  for  admin istratione  of  justice 
to  the  people  of  Scotland  sail  proceid  any  wayes  in  puting  of  the  saidis 
actis  betuixt  debitor  and  creditor  to  any  farder  executioun  by  any  ordour 
allreadie  emittit  or  to  be  emittit  for  that  effect,  that  they  in  name  of 
the  haill  burrowis  may  in  all  humilitie  and  dewtiefull  respect  to  the  saidis 
honorabill  comissioneris,  by  the  advyce  of  thair  best  laweris,  mak  appella- 
tione  frome  them  to  the  hie  court  of  parliament. 

6  February  1657. 

9.  Auent  the  supplicatione  presentit  be  the  borrowis  now  present  be  Supplication  . 
Alexander  Cuthbert,  comissioner  for  Innernes,  makand  mentione  that  tra  enrollment 
thair  wes  ane  act  past  in  the  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  hauldin  ^^  HoraaarkiG. 
at  Edinburgh  the  26  of  August  last  appointing  the  inroUment  of  Ros- 

markie  and  Chanrie  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  burrowis,  to  be  ane 
heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  comis- 
sioneris sufficientlie  instructit  to  that  effect  quhairvnto  (as  he  alledges) 
they  had  no  richt  seing  thair  is  ane  actione  depending  befoir  the  judgis 
of  reductioun  and  improbatioun  of  the  samyn,  as  ane  testificat  produced 
be  him  with  the  said  supplicatione,  subscrivit  be  Mr  Andrew  Gilmoir, 
advocat,  James  Brown,  dark,  and  Alexander  Leslie,  wryter,  did  evidentlie 
schow,  and  thairfoir  desyred  the  said  act  to"  be  repealed  wntill  thair 
richtis  be  decydit,  the  present  comissioneris  taking  to  consideratione  the 
said  supplication  and  attestatione  presentit  be  him  they  refuis  to  repeall 
the  said  act  but  ordaines  the  said  petitioun  and  attestatione  to  be 
remembrit  and  takin  in  consideration  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione 
befoir  any  farder  procedour  of  the  said  bussienes,  and  the  said  burgh  of 
Innernes  to  be  hard  to  object  against  the  invaliditie  of  thair  richtis  if  the 
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Edinburgh,     samyn  be  not  discussed  befoir  the  iudff  ordinar  befoir  the  said  conventione, 
1657.  and  the  said  burgh  of  Innernes  to  cum  sufficientlie  instructit  to  that 

'  efiect. 

Supplicatioun        10.  On  a  complaint  of  a  wrong  done  to  two  merchants  of  Edinburgh  and 
dS^un*^       their  wives  by  a  bailie  of  Haddingtoun  "  at  ane  publict  fiiir  in  the  said  burgh 

.  .  .  recommendis  the  decision  of  the  said  wrong  to  the  burghis  appointed  to 

meit  thair  the  second  Tysday  of  May  nixt." 


Desyr,  conser-  ]  1 .   The  present  comissioneris  off  burrowis  taking  to  consideratione 

vator,  I 
money. 


va  or,     msons  ^^^  letter  direct  to  them  be  Sir  Thomas  Coninghame,  conservatour,  inti- 


mating to  them  that  he  is  in  prosecutioun  befoir  his  Hienes  the  Lord 
Protector  and  his  counsell  the  debt  dew  to  the  Lamsones  in  Zeland  wpon 
the  publict  faith  of  both  nationes  by  his  papers  prove  to  be  whollie  ane 
Inglisch  debt,  and  thairfoir  desyring  that  the  comissioneris  would  be 
pleased  to  wreat  to  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  and  wtheris  thair 
freindis  for  thair  best  assistance  to  the  said  Sir  Thomas,  quhairby  the 
saidis  Lamsonis  may  be  dewlie  satisfied  of  thair  just  debt  and  not  onlie 
the  said  Sir  Thomas  who  by  publict  ordour  ingadged  himselflf  personallie 
for  the  said  debt  that  this  haill  natioun  also  may  be  freed  from  the  danger 
thairofiF,  the  present  comissioneris  found  the  desyr  reasonabl  and  thairfoir 
ordanis  thair  generall  dark  to  exped  ane  letter  wnto  the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburgh  to  be  subscryvit  be  the  haill  present  comissioneris  desyring 
his  lordship  to  deall  earnestlie  with  the  right  honorabill  the  Lord 
Broughill  and  all  wther  personis  in  powar  so  far  as  conuenientlie  he  may. 

Conservator,  12.  Anent  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention,  Thomas  Cunningham, 

'  feictor,  was  excused  from  attendance  at  this  convention,  and  ordained  to  appear 
at  next  general  convention  and  find  caution.  Andrew  Skein,  factor,  not  having 
appeared  or  sent  a  letter  of  excuse,  was  suspended  from  his  office. 

Suppiicatione  1 3.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givdn  in  be  the  merchandis  of  Edinburgh 

trwiders?  ^^^  ^^^  thamselves  and  in  name  of  the  haill  merchandis  of  free  burrowis  of 
this  natione  to  the  present  commissioneris  oflf  burrowis,  representing  to 
thame  that  the  whole  tread  onlie  competent  to  merchandis  of  free  bur- 
rowis, beareris  of  the  burdines  thairof,  wes  inhanced  be  unfreemen, 
induelloris  in  burghis  of  barronie,  clauchanis,  and  willages  throughout  the 
whole  natione,  to  the  wtter  ruyne  of  the  whole  free  burrowis  within  this 
nation  if  some  effectuall  course  be  not  takin  for  speidie  remeid  thairof. 
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[the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  to  proceed  against  unfree  traders  Edinburgh. 
within  their  bounds  and  to  report  to  next  general  convention].  1667. 

14.  An    account    of  disbursements  by    Pitinweme,  in  pursuing  the  action  Pittinweem, 
between    that    burgh    and    Caraill,    referred    to    next    general    convention    for  action,  Caraill. 
consideration. 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  2  juneTs?'. 

2  June  1657. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Sydserff,  Thomas  Kincaid;  Dundie,  Alexander 
Watsone  ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakinschaw ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame ; 
Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone  ;  Bruntil- 
land,  Dauid  Scotstoun  ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ;  Dumbartane,  Walter 
Watsone  ;  Dumbar,  James  Kellie  ;  Pearth,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Linlithgow, 
Dysart,  Monros  and  Anstruther  Wester  (blank), 

3  June  1657. 

1.  Archibald  Sydserff,  bailie,  and  firat  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator, 
moderator. 

4  June  1657. 

2.  Forsameikle  as  the  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  now  con-  Excys,  forran 
veined,  being  informed  of  severall  prejudices  and  abussis  susteaned  by  the  ^ig*i^el°  " 
whole  natione,  and  especially  by  the  estat  of  burrowis  and  merchandis 
traffiqueing  with  forran  salt,  by  the  farmoreris  of  the  excys  of  that 
comoditie,  who  not  onlie  import  and  inhance  that  whole  comoditie  in 
thair  awin  persons  or  at  least  the  most  part  thairof,  but  sitis  as  judgis 
and  fynes  wtheris  traffiqueris  with  the  samyn,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  whole  natione  with  the  estate  of  burrowis ;  as  also  considering  the 
dangerous  consequences  may  follow  to  the  whole  natione,  and  especiallie 
to  thair  estait,  if  the  patent  grantit  for  erecting  of  ane  colledge  of 
phisicianis  in  this  burgh  of  Edinburgh  be  not  scaped  ;  and  haveing 
appointed  certane  of  thair  number  to  consult  with  the  ablest  laweris  of 
the  natione  for  remeid  of  so  dangerous  evillis  and  prejudices,  and  having 

3  K 
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Clark,  com- 
missioneris  at 
Londoun. 


r?/imTi657.  ^^^  ^^^^  advyce  in  the  saidis  bussienessis,  they  find  the  remedies  cannot 
Excys  forran  ^®  presentlie  obteaned,  and  thairfor  they  have  appointed  Archibald 
salt,  college  of  Sydserflf,  Thomas  Kincaid,  William  Reid  and  John  Milne  for  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh,  Alexander  Watson  for  Dundie,  John  Wakinschaw  for 
Glasgow,  William  Seatoun  for  Haddingtoun  and  Dauid  Seatoun  for 
Bruntilland  (at  the  first  convenient  tyme  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  thinks 
fit)  to  attend  the  counsall  of  estait,  commissioners  at  Leith,  or  any  wther 
competent  judicatorie  within  the  natione  who  sail  have  power  to  redress 
thes  evillis  and  prejudices  for  remeid  of  the  samyn. 

8.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordanis  thair  generall  clark 
in  thair  names  to  wreat  ane  letter  of  thanks  to  the  comissioneris  repre- 
senting the  burrowis  at  London  for  thair  cair  and  dilligence  in  giving  so 
good  ane  accompt  of  the  bussienes  in  relation  to  the  burrowis  and  espe- 
ciallie  in  the  matter  betuix  debitour  and  creditour,  and  to  desyre  the  oon- 
tinewance  of  thair  cair,  and  to  send  ane  extract  of  quhat  hes  passed  thairin^ 
and  to  give  thair  advys  quhat  cours  is  takin  in  England  whare  any  con- 
traversie  fallis  out  betuix  the  taxmen  of  excys  and  merchantis  importeris 
of  the  comodities  or  people  buyaris,  and  who  ar  judges  betuix  thame  in 
such  lik  caices,  and  if  thair  be  ane  comitie  of  apeallis  or  ane  law  dis- 
chairging  taxmen  to  import  such  comodities  quhairof  they  ar  farmoris  of 
the  excys  especiallie  forrane  salt,  and  to  send  home  the  book  or  ane  extract 
of  such  ane  act,  and  that  meanes  may  be  vsed  for  mitigatione  of  the 
assessment  of  the  natione,  and  also  in  regaird  to  the  adjumment  of  the 
parliament  they  wold  be  pleased  so  to  recomend  to  some  considerat  and 
qualiefied  persone  to  look  to  the  effairis  of  the  burrowis  in  the  interim  till 
the  generall  conventione  meet  and  tak  farder  consideratione  of  the  bussie- 
nes, and  lykwys  to  consider  of  the  instructionis  formerlie  sent  be  the  bur- 
rowis quhairof  ane  accompt  is  expectit. 

Agent,  lie-  ^*  Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  to  next  general  convention  their  proportioiis 

buroomeutis.     of  £600  of  additional  disbursements  by  the  agent 


Kdinburoh. 
28  July  1667. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinbubgh, 

Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  Thomas  Kincaid,  William  Reid,  and  John 
Milne  ;  Abirdein,  Sir  Robert  Forquhair  ;  Lithgow,  Andrew  Glen ;  Glas- 
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gow,   Johne   Wakinschaw  ;    Air,    William    Coninghame ;    Haddingtoun,  S^V^^^^y 
William  SeatouD  ;  Dysart,   Henry   Beatee ;  Anstruther  Eister,  William '- 


Anstruther ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Jedburgh,  George  Moscrope ; 
Pittinweem,  Thomas  Smeatoun  ;  Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Dum- 
bar,  James  Lauder ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Cranstoun  ;  Pearth,  Dundie,  Stirling, 
St  Androis,  Kirkcaldie,  Monros,  Irving,  Selkirk,  Dumbartan,  and  Peibles 
(blanJe). 

28  July  1657. 

1.  David  Wilkie,  dean  of  guild  and   first  in  commission   for  Edinbuigh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  commissioners,  considering  that  the  general  convention  could  not  be  Prorogation 
held  in  July  this  year,  "  in  respect  no  warrant  could  be  ohteaned  from  the  lord  fl^Jtion.  ^^ 
generall  for  that  effect,"  and  having  now  obtained  a  warrant,  appointed  a  general 
convention  to  be  held  in  Glasgow  on  Tuesday,  20th  October  next. 

3.  Referring  to  the  second  act  of  the  last  particular  convention,  the  com-  Patent,  phisi- 
missioners  ordained  the  persons  therein  named,  with  the  addition    of  David  °?^'  "toppit 
Wilkie,  to  continue  in  their  attendance  on  the  matters  remitted  to  them. 

4.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  present  commissioneris  of  Cuiros,  dean 
burrowis  be  the  merchandis  of  Culros  .  .  .  desyring  are  dein  of  gild  to  ^  ^^  * 
be  chosin  in  thair  burgh  for  the  caussis  conteaned  in  the  supplication, 

the  present  commissioneris  appointis  the  samyn  to  be  added  to  this 
present  missive  that  the  samyn  may  be  takin  in  consideratione  be  the 
nixt  generall  conventione,  and  the  burgh  of  Culros  to  present  thair  chartor 
of  errectione  to  the  said  generall  convention  wnder  the  paine  of  20  lib. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Glasgow.  Glasgow. 

aOOotobor 
ie67. 

Edinburgh,  David  Wilkie,  Johne  Milne  ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Anderson  ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Bowar ;  Abirdein,  Johne  Jaflfray  ;  Stirling,  Duncan 
Naime ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson,  Johne 
Wakinschaw  ;  Air,  Johne  Osbume ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Symsone  ;  Anstruther  Easter,  Androw  Martein  ;  Dumfreis, 
Johne  Cuninghame ;  Innemes,  Alexander  Dumbar ;  Brintilland,  Dauid 
Seatoun ;  Kinghome,  Robert  Cuninghame ;  Brichane,  Laurence  Dundas  ; 
Irving,    Mr    Robert    Barclay ;   Kirkcudbricht,    Johne    Ewart ;  Wigtoun, 
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Gr.ARoow. 
20  October 
1657. 


Adam  M'Kie  ;  Pittiiiweeme,  Thomas  Suyntoun ;  Dumfermling,  William 
Walker ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Dauid  Mitchell ;  Selkirk,  Mr  John  Angus  ; 
Dumbartane,  Johne  Cuninghame ;  Ramfrow,  Robert  Pollock ;  Lanricke, 
Alexander  Tennant ;  Elgine,  Johne  Dumbar ;  Peibles,  Johne  Andro ; 
Taine,  William  Ros  ;  Culros,  William  Pearsone  ;  Forfar,  George  Wood^; 
Rothesay,  Donald  M'Gilchrist ;  Rutherglen,  Walter  Riddill ;  Dingwall, 
Alexander  Baine ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilson ;  Inueraray,  Johne 
Yuill ;  St  Androis,  Kirkcaldie,  Monros,  Coupare,  Innerkeything,  Jed- 
burgh, Dumbar,  Abirbrothok,  Caraill,  BamflF,  Whithome,  Naime,  Forres, 
Northberwick,  Cullen,  Lauder,  Kilrennie,  Annan,  Lochmabein,  Sanchar, 
Galloway,  and  Dornoch  {blank). 


MtMlcrutoi'. 

Honria  of 
inuittin^. 


20  October  1657. 

1.  John  Anderson,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 
moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve,  and  in  the  after- 
noon to  begin  at  two  o'clock.  Regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and 
voting  same  as  at  previous  meetings. 


Coall,  staple 
port. 

C'uBtom  at 
forraii  mur- 
catiH. 


Sell'Jrk, 
Kothusay. 


21  October  1657. 

3.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  7th 
act  of  last  general  convention. 

4.  Anent  the  G  act  of  the  particular  convention  of  burrowis  hauldin 
in  Februar  1C57  .  .  .  compeared  the  agent  and  declared  that  he  had 
maid  search  for  the  said  act  of  counsall  but  could  find  non  to  that  pur- 
pos  and  so  could  act  nothing  thairin,  quhilk  is  acceptit  for  ane  excuis 
and  for  dilligence  at  this  tyme.  And  lykwys  compeared  John  Jaffray, 
present  provest  and  comissioner  of  Abirdein,  and  declared  that  he  had 
the  said  act  of  secreit  counsall  anent  the  regulatione  of  customes  at  the 
saidis  mercatis  and  that  he  had  raised  letteres  of  homing  against  gentill 
men  contraveineris  thairof  within  thair  boundis,  quhairof  the  saidis 
comissioneris  did  hartilie  aprove,  aud  thairfoir  ordaines  William  Broun, 
thair  agent,  [to  concur  in  the  prosecution  and  do  farther  diligence  against 
other  contraveners  of  the  act]. 

5,  6.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  matters  mentioned  in  the 
12th  and  17  th  acts  of  last  general  convention. 
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7.  Anent  the  19th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioners  of  Wig-  Glasgow. 
toiin  reported  that  they  had  sent  to  London  for  a  copy  of  the   decreet-arbitral  jggy 

between  them  and  the  Earl  of  Gallaway.     Ordained  that  it  be  produced  to  next     .         

general  convention. 

8.  Anent  the  2  2d  act  of  last  general  convention,  ordained  the  burghs  therein  Burrowmuir  of 
named  to  report  their  diligence  to  next  general  convention.  Peart  . 

22  October  1657. 

9.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  burrowis  be  the  Dein  of  gild  of 
coramissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  craveing  ane  dein  of  gild  to  be 

electit  within  thair  burgh  in  respect  thair  wes  ane  vnanimous  consent 
thairto  both  of  merchandis  and  treadsmen  of  the  said  burghe,  the  present 
commissioneris  of  the  burrowis  conteanowis  this  to  be  an  heid  of  the  nixt 
missive,  and  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair  commissioneris  sufficientlie 
instruetit  to  the  next  general  convention  to  that  effect. 

1 0.  Anent   the    8    act   of  the  last  generall  convention  of  burrowis  Diiiigence 
hauldin  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  July  last,  and  th«  ]  3  act  of  the  SS^deri^^'^^ 
last  particular  conventione  haldin  in  Edinburgh  in  Februar  last,     .     .    . 

the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  taking  to  serious  consideratioun  the 
wniversall  complaintis  of  the  whole  burrowis  of  the  natione  against  wnfree 
treaderis  vsurping  thair  liberties  and  vseing  all  sort  of  merchandize, 
duelling  in  wnfree  places  and  not  bearing  any  burding  with  thame,  by 
which  the  whole  estait  of  burrowis  is  lik  to  be  ruyned,  notwithstanding 
of  many  actis  of  parliament  and  burrowis  dischairgeing  the  samyne, 
and  especiallie  that  152  act  of  the  12  par.  of  King  James  6,  and  24!  act 
of  1  parliament  King  Charles,  by  which  it  is  statut  and  ordanit  that  no 
person e  within  this  realme  sould  exerceise  the  tread  of  merchandice  but 
burgessis  of  free  burghis  wnder  the  paine  of  escheiting  of  thair  haill 
goodis  and  geir,  the  ane  half  to  the  King  and  the  wther  half  to  the 
burgh  whos  comissioner  or  collector  sail  apprehend  the  samyne,  as  at  mair 
length  is  contained  in  the  saidis  actis  ;  as  also,  considdering  that  this 
abuse  does  for  the  most  arys  through  the  default  of  the  saidis  burrowis 
thair  not  puting  of  the  actis  of  parliament  and  burrowis  to  dew  execu- 
tione,  but  the  samyn  have  bein  for  thir  many  yearis  bypast  so  vilified, 
neglectit,  and  contemned,  as  if  the  samyn  had  nevir  bein  maid,  for  remeid 
qiihairof  it  is  statut  and  ordained,  lykas  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
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Glasgow.        by  thir  presentis  statut  and  ordained — First,  That  ilk  burgh  put  the  saidis 
1657.  actis  of  parliament  and  all  wtheris  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowis  to  dew 

Daugence  executione  by  searching  out  of  all  wnfree  persones  resyding  and  traffiqueing 
^StS*"  within  thair  boundis  and  liberties  and  proceiding  against  thame.  oonforme  to 
the  tenor  of  the  saidis  actis.  Secondlie,  That  no  burgh  resave  anywnfireemen 
to  the  freedome  of  thair  burghe  without  he  mak  his  present  residence  within 
the  samyne  or  at  least  give  sufficient  securitie  that  he  sail  settell  his 
duelling  place  and  tread  within  the  said  burgh  within  such  tyme  as  the 
magistratis  saU  appoint  not  exceiding  yeir  and  day,  wnder  the  paine  of 
being  dischargit  of  his  freedome.  Thirdlie,  That  na  merchand  within 
free  burghis  buy  any  forrayne  comoditie  frome  any  wnfree  persone  nor  in 
any  wnfree  place,  wnder  the  paine  of  confiscatione  of  the  saidis  guidis 
and  punisching  of  the  buyer  at  the  will  of  the  magistrat  of  the  said 
burgh ;  as  also  that  na  free  burges  sell  any  free  goodis  in  quantities  to 
wnfree  treadderis  but  alsmuch  as  may  serve  thair  present  vse,  vndir  the 
paine  of  fourtie  poundis  to  be  exactit  be  the  burgh  frome  the  contra- 
veeneris  by  complaintis  made  to  thame  by  any  burges  of  another  burgh. 
[Ordained  pursuit  of  actions  against  certain  unfreemen  within  the  liberties 
of  Renfrew  and  Irvine,  and,  generally,  all  other  unfree  traders  within  the 
natione,  to  be  prosecuted  on  the  public  charges  of  the  whole  burghs].  " 
Vnifonnitio of  n.  The  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  the  infor- 
malitie  of  severall  comissiones  of  particular  bui^his  presentit  to  thame, 
for  remeid  quhairof  they  have  ordanit  thair  general  clerk  to  draw  ane 
draught  of  ane  comissoune  to  be  wniversallie  obseruit  be  the  haill 
burrowis  (Edinburgh  being  exceptit)  in  all  tyme  cuming,  quhilk  draught 
being  presentit  and  approvin  be  the  said  burrowis  they  ordaine  the 
samyn  to  be  insert  in  thair  generall  register  and  ane  extract  furtb 
thairof  to  be  gevin  to  each  burgh  wpon  thair  owin  charges,  quhairof  the 
tenor  followis  : — Be  it  kend  till  all  men  be  thir  present  letters,  we  the 
provest,  baillies,  and  coimsall  of  the  burgh  of  ....  to  have  made,  con- 
stitut  and  ordanit,  lykas  wee  be  thir  presentis  mak,  constitut,  and 
ordane  our  weilbelovit  nichtbour,  A.  B.,  quhom  wee  testifie  to  be  ane 
man  fearing  God,  of  the  trew  protestant  religione  presentlie  in  publict 
profest  and  authorised  by  the  lawis  of  the  nation,  without  suspicion, 
expert  in  the  comoun  effaris  of  the  burrowis,  ane  merchand  residenter 
within  our  burgh  bearing  all  portable  charges  thairin  with  his  nightbours, 
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and    is  such  as  can  tvn  or  wine   in  all   our  efiFairis,  our  verie   lawfull,  Glasgow. 

.     .  ...  22  October 

undoubtit,  and   irrevocable  comissioner  to  the  efiFect  wnderwrittin,  givand,  1657. 

grantand  and  comittand  to  him  our  verie  full,  free,  plaine  power,  expres  Vniformitie  of 

bidding,  mandament  and  charge,  for  ws  and  in  our  names  and  wpon  our  oo™**^^*^- 

behalflF  to  convein  with  the  remanent  free  burrowis  of  this  natione  in 

thair  generall  convention  to  be  begun  and  hauldin  at  the  burgh  of  .   .  . 

vpon  the   first   Tysday  of   Julij  nixt  being  the  .   .   .  day   of   the    said 

moneth,    with    continewatione  of   dayes,   and  thair  in   our  names  and 

wpon  our  behalfi*  to  sit,  reason,  treat,  voice,  and  conclud  wpon  the  haill 

headis  and  articles  contained  in  the  missive  direct  to  the  burrowis  for 

keiping  of  the  said  conventione,  and  wpon  all  wther  materis  that  sail  hapin 

to  be  proponit  or  treatit  of  thairin  in  sua  far  as  may  concern  the  gud  of 

the  natione  and  comounweall  of  the  estait  of  the  burrowis,  firme  and 

stable  haulding  and  for  to  hauld  all  and  quhatsumever  our  said  comissioner 

does  in  the  premissis.      In  witnes  quhairof  thir  presentis  ar  subscriuit  be 

the  magistratis  or  comoun  dark  of  the  said  burgh  and  under  the  comoun 

seall  of  the  samyn,  being  wrytin  be  A.  B.  at  .   .   .  the  .  .  .   day  of  .   .  . 

16  .   .  yeiris.     And  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair  dilligence  in  keiping  the 

said  draught  of  the  comission  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  undir  the 

paine  of  20  lib. 

24  October  1657. 

12.  Anent  the  20  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  [and  the  4th  Vniformitie  of 
act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  February  last,  the  commissioners  wictuaU  and 
ordained  the  burghs  therein  mentioned]  to  doe  farder  dilligence  in  the  '^"*^®  ^*- 
said  mater  of  salt  and  all  wther  graine,  that  ane  vniformitie  of  measour 

thairof  may  be  keipit  through  the  whole  natione,  and  in  purchasing  the 
assistance  of  the  counsall  of  estait  to  that  effect,  and  to  report  thair  dilli- 
gence heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

1 3.  Anent  the  1 2th  act  of  last  particular  convention,  the  clerk  "  producit  Cunninghame, 
ane  letter  frome  Sir  Thomas  Cuninghame,  elder,  conservator,  shewing  the  impos-  factor, 
sibilitie  of  his  sones  compearing  at  this  present  convention  in  respect  of  his  owin 
inabilitie  in  going  about  the  imploymentis  quhairabout  he  wes  imployed,  quhairof 

ane  pairt  belonged  and  concerned  the  burrowis,  and  his  son  of  necessitie  behoved 
to  supplie  his  infirmities."  The  commissioners  excused  his  absence  and  directed 
that  he  should  be  cited  to  attend  next  general  convention  and  find  caution. 
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14.  The  auditora  reported  that  the  agent's  accounts  between  July  1656  an  1 
October  1657  extended  to  £8581,  17s.  4d.  Scots,  and  also  reported  that  they 
had  examined  his  accounts  of  arrears  due  by  certain  of  the  burghs.  The  com- 
missioners ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  conforme  to  the  tax  rolL 

15.  Anent  the  paper  presentit  to  the  commissioneris  of  burrowis  be 
Doctor  William  Burnet  and  Doctor  Silvester  Rattray,  for  thamselves  and 
in  name  of  the  phisicians  of  Edinburgh,  intituled  The  humble  representa- 
tion of  the  phisicians  of  Edinburgh  for  themselves  and  in  name  of  the 
rest  of  the  phisicianis  of  the  land  ;  which  the  present  comissioneris 
ordained  to  be  insert  in  thair  generall  register,  whairof  the  tenor  followis 
and  is  thus  :  Whairas  of  late  wee  haveing  obteaned  a  patent  for  erecting 
of  ane  colledge  of  phisicians  in  this  natione,  have  notwithstanding  met 
with  great  oppositione  from  severall  interest  beyound  all  that  could  have 
bein  expectit  in  prosecuting  so  just  ane  intendment,  and  whairas  wee 
have  bein  misrepresentit  to  the  honorabill  burrowis  as  men  of  dangerous 
designs  not  onlie  as  tq  the  fortuns  but  to  the  verie  lyves  of  the  people, 
and  especiallie  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  magistratis  in  the  respective 
places,  and  in  all  those  wee  find  the  former  oppositionis  have  bein  so 
stronglie  directit  and  fomentit  from  privat  interestis  wndir  the  pretence 
of  publict  concernment  as  on  these  grounds  hath  moved  the  burrowis  in 
thair  last  particular  meiting  at  Edinburgh  to  give  in  ane  paper  to  the 
counsall  of  estait  against  the  present  establischment,  in  vindication  of 
ourselves  frome  such  groundles  misrepresentationis  wee  had  resolwed  to 
have  givin  in  ane  humble  remonstrance  to  the  former  meitingis,  but 
being  surpryzed  with  the  vnacquaintednes  of  thair  dyetis  and  at  a  los  in 
the  paucitie  of  our  number  at  that  tyme,  wer  necessitated  to  pas  so 
convenient  ane  occasione  as  wes  then  offered  in  vindicating  our  selues, 
but  lest  forther  silence  wndir  such  imputationis  sould  ather  bewray  ws  as 
guiltie  in  the  foirsaidis  or  betray  that  trust  is  comittit  to  ws  and  so  bring 
ws  to  suffer  at  thair  handis  whome  wee  have  ever  owined  with  all  deu 
respect  and  subordinatione  and  whome  we  have  and  sail  still  look  wpon 
as  incouradgmentis  rather  than  obstructeris  of  so  good  and  vsefull 
designes ;  wpon  these  considerationis  wee  having  the  opportunitie  of  this 
•honorabill  conventione  do  most  humblie  represent  to  the  honorabill  com- 
missioneris conveened  that  as  it  wes  never  our  designe  in  the  least  to 
endevour  any  thing  micht  seeminglie  stand  in  oppositione  with  or  deroga- 
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tione  frome  the  jurisdictione  of  magistratis  in  the  respectiue  cities,  so  wee  Glasgow. 
ar    bold    humblie    to    averr    to   the  honorabill  commissioneris  that  our  les/f^^  ^^ 
intentionis  in  espousing  and  prosecuiting  this  designe  wes  and  still  is  to  supplication, 
a  much  contrarie  end  then  what  is  so  ffroundleslie  representit,  and  wee  p^^®"^  ^^^. 

.  .  .  ...  erection  of 

humblie  conceave  our  patent  being  rightlie  considderit  will  import  no  college  of 
such  incrochment  as  is  pretendit,  or  if  it  doe  not  so  clearlie  save  all  the  ^  ^^^^"  ^' 
richtis  and  privilegies  of  burghis  and  wther  interestis,  or  containe  any- 
thing seeminglie  intniding  wpon  magistrates  jurisdiction n,  it  cannot  be 
denyed  but  wee  have  bein  ever  most  willing  in  all  our  transactions  with 
these  wee  have  had  occasion  to  debait  with  in  this  afiFair  that  all  such 
groundis  of  mistak  sould  be  rectefied,  even  to  the  satisfaction  and  arbitri- 
ment  of  the  magistratis  themselves,  and  this  wee  have  bein  so  tender  of 
the  magistratis  priviledge  that  we  ar  not  onlie  willing  to  acknowledge 
thame  with  all  respect  and  subordination  in  that  the  patent  provyd 
thame  as  thair  richt  and  superioritie  in  such  effairis,  but  for  farder  con- 
descendancies  to  thame  hes  willinglie  offered  that  they  may  have  a 
regulating  and  discriminating  power  with  ws  evin  in  these  privileges  the 
patent  solely  intrusts  ws  as  most  competent  judgis  in  such  affairis,  so 
that  the  world  may  see  our  designe  is  that  all  thingis  may  be  done 
impartiallie  and  without  prejudices  to  any  and  [not]  for  our  particular  aime 
or  wther  interest  of  ouris  ;  and  for  escheuing  of  all  grivances  and  supposed 
burdings  in  necessitating  neidles  addressis  to  Edinburgh,  wee  have  con- 
discendit  wpon  ane  way  how  all  abussis  salbe  prosecuted  in  the  respec- 
tiue adres  of  the  delinquentis,  and  that  befoir  the  magistratis  of  the  place 
who  may  at  pleasur  repell  our  suitis  if  they  find  iniquitie  or  partialitie  in 
ws,  and  who  have  the  disposing  of  the  emolementis  according  as  it  is 
provydit  without  anything  redunding  to  us  or  our  societie  heirin  ;  and, 
that  wee  may  farder  tak  off  all  suspicion  of  intending  anie  arbitrarie 
jurisdictione  over  chyrurgianis  and  appothecarris,  wee  have  offered  that 
what  ever  inspectione  the  patent  trustis  ws  with  as  to  the  foresaidis  pro- 
fessionis  salbe  regulat  by  and  don  in  presence  and  with  concurrence  of 
the  magistrat  of  the  place  ;  and  for  saveing  any  priviliges  thes  professionis 
ar  indued  with  in  this  citie  we  sail  refer  ourselves  to  the  judgment  of 
some  of  thair  owin  number  who  being  comissioneris  from  thence  to  the 
former  effort  wer  witnessis  to  our  profferis  and  being  conveined  wer  most 
willing  to  have  agreed  with  ws  in  full  satisfactione  and  that  wee  offered 
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if  it  had  not  bcin  tbay  could  not  weall  desert  the  burrowis,  being 
involved  in  ane  comoun  interest  with  thame.  As  for  thes  of  Edinburgh 
wee  ar  so  conscious  to  ourselves  in  the  reasonablenes  of  our  condescend- 
ancies  to  thanie  that  we  haue  oft  offered  to  refer  the  decisione  of  such 
differences  evin  to  the  magistratis  thame  selves  or  otheris  of  Jbhair  great- 
est interests.  Richt  honorable  in  these  considerationis  wee  humblie  crave 
the  honorabill  commissioneris  wold  seriouslie  weigh  the  treu  rise,  ground, 
and  importment  of  all  these  oppositionis  wee  haue  mett  with  in  this 
desyne  and  whither  it  may  bear  the  weight  of  a  comoun  trust  and 
interest  of  the  whole  nation  or  any  privat  particular  estait  thairof ;  and 
as  wee  sail  find  the  relevancie  of  such  oppositione  or  equitie  of  the  pre- 
sent designc  accordinglie  ye  wold  countenance  or  discountenance  ws  in 
the  settling  so  just  ane  intendment  as  is  allreadie  begun,  at  least  would 
not  suffer  yourselves  to  receave  any  prejudged  impressione  against  ws  till 
wee  haue  libertie  to  windicat  ourselves  at  your  handis  in  all  the  former 
niisrepres(;ntations  which  wee  humblie  conceave  wee  salbe  able  to  doe, 
evin  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  that  ar  not  wedded  to  contraire  interestis. 
And  your  favourable  ansuer  wee  humblie  crave.  The  quhilk  paper  the  pre- 
sent comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  seriouslie  considderit,  togither  with 
the  coppie  of  ane  pretendit  patent  for  erecting  of  ane  nationall  colledge 
of  phisicianis,  as  also  the  advyssis  takine  be  the  burrowis  takin  of  the 
laueris  and  wtheris  persons  of  best  knowledge  how  far  the  said  pre- 
tendit patent  micht  be  prejudiciall  to  the  severall  interestis  of  this 
natione,  especiallie  to  the  estait  of  burrowis,  have  thought  fit  to  return 
this  ansuer  to  the  said  paper  :  That  the  burrowis  be,  and  sail  ever 
according  to  thair  power  indeavour  to  be,  nothing  inferior  to  no  personis 
within  this  natione  for  the  advancement  of  learning,  wertew,  and  all 
liberall  sciences  in  sua  far  as  may  consist  with  the  reale  good  of  the 
natione  and  with  the  severall  just  interestis  thairin,  but  that  they  con- 
ceave the  patent  according  as  it  is  drawin  wpe  to  be  verie  prejudiciall  not 
onlic  to  the  just  liberties  of  burrowis  but  to  severall  considerable  just 
interestis  within  this  natione,  and  that  (as  it  appearis  to  thame  at  pre- 
sent) it  nather  tendis  to  the  publict  good  of  the  natione  nor  to  the 
advancement  of  the  science  of  medicine  itselff,  for  the  reisones  contained 
in  the  paperis  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  name  of  the  haill 
burrowis  to  his  Hiencs  counsall  of  estait  in  Scotland  in  September  last 
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bypast,  so  as  they  cannot  give  thair  consent  that  the  samyn  sould  pas  or  Glasgow. 
be  maid  effectual!  ;  but  quhairas  in  the  paper  the  gentillmen   presenteris  1657. 
thairof  does  seim  to  promis  that  they  will  be  willing  to   satisfie  any  SuppUcation, 
difficulties  thairin  by  altering  of  severall  claussis  in  the  said  patent  to  the  erecSon^of 
satisfactione  of  this  conventione,  the  present  commissioneris  can  give  no  ^^^]^^^  ^f 
answer  to  any  thing  to  be  done  but  that  if  heirefter  anything  salbe  pro- 
posed or  presentit  to  thame  which  may  be  for  the  public  good  and  may 
ansuer  thair  just   interestis   they  sail  (as   said   is)   be   most  willing   to 
intertaine  such    publict  motionis    being  for  the   good   of  this  nation  as 
they  sail  sie  just  cans.     And   the  saidis   burrowis  ordaines  ane  extract  ♦ 
heirof  to   be  givin  to  the  saidis  phisicianis  quhensoever  the   samyn  salbe 

r^q^i^i^-  Rosmarkie, 

enrollment. 

16.  Remitted  to  the  next  particular  convention   the  consideration  of  the 

enrolling  of  the  burgh  of  Bosmarkie  and  ordained  the  burghs  of  Innerness  and 
Rosmarkie  to  produce  their  charters  of  erection. 

1 7.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  the  supplication  of  Culros  as  to  a  ^^^^^* 
dean  of  guild  referred  to  in  the  4th  act  of  last  particular  convention,  and  ordained 

the  burgh  to  produce  their  charter  of  erection. 

18.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  commissioneris  of  the  ^®Y*^»  ^^s » 

.  .  .  .    .  custom,  post- 

burro  WIS  be  the  magistratis  of  Glasgow  complaining  that  the  burgh  of  maister. 

Pearth  did  extors  thame  in  thair  customes  at  thair  common  mercatis,  and 

especiallie  in  exacting  of  thame  tuelve  schillingis  Scotis  for  each  pack  of 

goodis  bocht  within  thair  burgh  and  goeing  out  thairof  wndir  the  notione 

of  the  mantenance  of  ane  post  maister  within  the  samyne  contrair  to  all 

equitie  and  reasone,   the  present  commissioners   haveing  considerit   the 

samyne  they  have  ordanit  that  the  burgh  of  Pearth  sail  produce  the  nixt 

particular  convention  thair  richtis  of  postmaisterschipp  to  be  sein  and 

considered  by  thame  and  determined  thairin  by  thame  as  accordis,  or 

wtherwys  to  desyst  efter  the  dissolving  of  the  said  particular  convention 

to  exact  any  such  custome  frome  any  merchand  resorting  thither  wndir 

the  pain  of  tuentie  pundis  totiea  quoties, 

19.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  be  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  against  Supplication, 
wnfree  couparies  in  clauchanes  and  wnfree  places  for  buying  of  girthis,  couparis. 
staves,    rungis,  and  wtheris   necessaris,    duelUng   in   wnfree   places,   and 
making  and  selling  of  vnsufficient  and  small  barrellis  for  transporting  off 

all  sort  of  fisches,  to  thair  great  prejudices,  the  present  coraissioneris  of 
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G^i-vsoow.        burrowis  finding  that  thair  ar  severall  actis  of  parliamentis  dischargeing 
1657.  the   samyn,  and   especiallie  the  141  act  par.  6  King  James  6  ordaining 

Supplication,    all  baiTellis  for  everie  sort  of  fisch  to  be  of  the  qualitie  and  wndir  such 
couparis.*^^"  ^^  markis  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  and  thairfoir  they  statut  and 
ordaine  that  ilk  burgh  sail  report  thair  dilligence  in  puting  of  the  saidis 
actis  to  dew  executione  within   thair  boundis  by  punisching  the  saidis 
abussis,  wndir  the  pain  of  40  lib.  ilk  burgh. 
Giidrie,  Had-  20.   Aneut  the  29  act  of  the  last  general!  conventione  [and  the  2  act 

^^  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  February  last]  and  anent  another 

supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  burrowis  be  the  merchandis  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  against  the  saidis  magistratis  complaining  that 
notwithstanding  of  severall  actis  and  ordinances  emittit  be  them  for  erect- 
ing of  ane  giidrie  within  the  said  burgh  bott  no  obedience  givin  thairto, 
but  in  manifest  contempt  of  thair  auctoritie  the  samyn  wes  neglectit  and 
denyed  tliame,  to  the  great  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  merchand  tread  of 
the  said  burgh,  beseiking  thairfoir  thair  lordships  that  some  effectuall 
cours  may  be  taken  for  establisching  of  ane  giidrie  within  thair  burgh,  as 
the  said  supplication  at  mair  lenth  bearis ;  the  present  commissioneris.  of 
burrowis  taking  the  said  supplication  to  serious  consideration  does  think 
it  most  fit  and  expedient  that  for  the  honour  of  the  said  burgh  and  good 
of  the  merchand  tread  thairin  that  ane  dein  of  gild   be  chosen  thairin, 
efter  hearing  of  all  that  could  be  said  be  ather  pairties ;  and  thairfoir  they 
have  statut  and  ordanit  lyk  as  they  be  thir  presentis  statutis  and  ordaines 
that  at  thair  nixt  election  of  thair  magistratis  that  ane  dein  of  gild  be 
chosine  in  the  said  burgh,  wndir  the  paine  of  ane  wnlaw  of  ane  thousand 
merkis  to  be  payit  to  the  burrowis  in  caice  of  not  obedience  heirof ;   and 
to  the  effect  the  samyn  may  be  done  moir  effectuallie  they  have  ordained 
Dauid  Wilkie  and  John  Milne,  Robert  Murray  and  Thomas  Kincad  for 
Edinburgh,  Robert  Stewart  for  Lithgow  and  Dauid  Seatoun  for  Bruntil- 
land  to  meit  and  conveine  at  the  said  burgh  of  Haddingtoun  at  some  con- 
venient tyme  befoir  the  first  of  June  nixt,  and  to  labour  for  ane  amicable 
composing  of  the  said  bussienes. 
Excys  of  salt.  2 1 .   The  present  comissioncris  of  burrowis  haveing  seriouslie  considerit 

the  severall  complaintis  givin  in  against  the  fermoreris  of  the  excys  of  bay 
salt,  who  contrair  to  the  acts  of  parliament  which  provydis  that  mer- 
chandis wlio  tread  in  that  salt  to  be  imployed  wpon  the  fiscbing  of  the 
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natione  sail  onlie  rive  suflBcient  securitie  that  the  salt  by  thame  sold  be  Glasgow. 

.  ,  .24  October 

onlie  imployed  to  that   eflfect,  nevertheless  quhairof  the  saids  fermoreris  i657. 


does  refuise  to  accept  of  thair  secuiritie  or  thair  oathis  for  verifieing  the  Excys  of  salt, 
same  within  the  schyr  quhair  they  keip  tread,  but  caussis  them  consigne 
als  much  money  in  thair  owin  handis  to  the  value  9f  the  excys  of  quhat 
is  sold  by  thame  and  will  take  no  oath  wpon  the  verite  of  the  samyn  but 
in  Leyth,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  thes  quho  tread  in  that  comoditie  and 
duell  in  remott  plaices  ;  for  remeid  of  so  heavie  ane  oppressione  the  pre- 
sent commissioneris  of  burrowis  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh, 
Dundie,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  Haddingtoun  and  Bruntilland,  who  ar 
appointed  to  mak  applicatione  to  the  counsall  of  estait  for  vniforraitie  of 
raeasuris  of  salt  and  all  graine,  to  supplicat  the  said  counsall  of  estait 
and  comissione  of  excys  that  the  act  of  parliament  may  be  punctuallie 
observed  be  the  saidis  farmoureris  and  that  securitie  may  be  takin  with- 
out consignation,  and  that  they  wold  appoint  some  person  or  persones 
quhom  they  will  intrust  within  the  cheiflf  burgh  or  any  wther  convenient 
place  within  the  respectiue  schyrs  to  tak  the  oathis  of  pairties  or  witnessis 
for  that  effect  abonewrittin. 

22.  Anent  the  supplication  givin  in  to  the  burrowis  by  Peter  Patton  Suppiicatione, 
against  the  burgh  of  Ramfrew,  complaining  that  he  being  thair  wassail  in  ft!^w,^comon 
ane  parcell  of  ground  called  the  Sandiefurd,  and  has  also  by  his  chartour  '^andi*- 
right  to  the  pastorage  of  sex  sume  of  guidis  wpon  thair  comoun  pasturag, 
as  his  said  chartour  thairof  at  mair  lenth  bearis,  yit  nevertheles  the  said 
burgh,  out  of  plain  malice,  stryves  quhat  in  thame  lyes  to  mak  the  said 
parcell  of  ground  vnvsefuU  to  him  by  laying  intollerabl  burdingis  thair- 
wpon,   and   his  pasturage   also  vnvsefuU  by  selling  that  pairt  of  thair 
comon  land  nixt  adjacent  to  him,  and  by  severall  wther  wrongis  done  be 
the  said  burgh  and  wtheris  in  thair  names  to  his  tenentis,  as  the  said 
supplication  at  length  bearis  ;  for  remeid  quhairof  the  present  comission- 
eris  of  burrowis  appointis  the  burghis  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbartane  and 
Rutherglen  to  repaire  to  the  said   burgh  of  Ramfrew  and  to  deall  for 
composing  of  the  bussienes  and  difference  betuixt  the  said  burgh  and 
Peter   Patoun.      And  anent  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Ramfrew 
presentit  to  the  saidis  burrowis  desyring  that  the  saidis  comissioneris  of 
burrowis  wold    impower  thair  burgh,    with  advyce  and  consent  of  the 
saidis  burghis  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbartan  and  Rutherglen,  to  sell  alsmuch 
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Glasgow. 
24  October 
1657. 

Supplicatione, 
Paton,  Ram- 
frew,  comon 
landis. 


Complaint 
Glasgow  con- 
tra wnf ree 
couparis. 


of  thair  comouD  landis  as  will  buy  in  thair  comoun  milne  to  be  annexit 
to  thair  comoun  good,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  grantis  the 
desyr  of  the  said  burgh  and  ordaines  the  saidis  burghis  of  Glasgow  and 
Dumbartan  and  Rutherglen  to  concurre  and  assist  the  said  burgh  of 
Ramffew  to  sell  als  much  of  thair  comoun  landis  as  will  buy  in  the  said 
comoun  milne  and  no  moir,  and  that  they  sie  the  money  to  be  bestowit 
to  that  efl'ect  and  no  wtherwys. 

23.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  taking  to  farder  considera- 
tioun  the  supplication  presentit  to  thame  be  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Dum- 
bartane  and  Ramfrew,  anent  the  prejudice  susteaned  be  thame  by  wnfree 
couparis  duelling  in  wnfree  places  and  buying  wp  of  all  staves,  rungis, 
girthis,  and  wtheris  necessaries,  frome  wnfree  persons  vpon  the  watter  of 
Clyd,  contrair  to  our  just  richtis  and  priviledges,  but  also  of  the  inequalitie 
of  the  measuris  of  barrellis  maid  in  thes  wnfree  places  for  salting  of  all 
sortis  of  fisches  ather  transportit  out  of  the  nation  or  sold  within  the 
samyn,  the  saidis  comissioneris  not  onlie  thinkis  it  fit  that  the  actis  of 
parliament  maid  discharging  the  samyn  be  put  to  dew  execution,  but  also 
ordaines  that  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Lithgow,  Stirling,  Hadding- 
toun  and  Bnmtilland,  who  are  appointed  to  attend  the  counsell  of  estait 
anent  wther  eflfaires  of  the  burro  wis,  to  supplicat  the  consall  of  estait  for 
remeid  of  thes  abuissis  and  to  obteane  ane  ordinance  from  the  said 
counsall  of  estait  that  all  such  barrellis  maid  for  the  transportation  of 
hering,  salmond,  and  whitfische,  or  of  these  that  ar  to  be  sold  within  the 
nation,  be  onlie  maid  within  free  burghis  and  markit  with  the  dein  of  gild 
of  the  said  burgh  his  mark,  and  with  the  mark  of  the  makers  thairof,  at 
both  end  is  of  the  saidis  barrellis  and  bungis  thairof,  conforme  to  the 
ordour  set  doune  in  the  141  act  of  the  6  par.  King  James  6,  and  thes 
not  so  markit  to  be  refuised  ;  and  ordanis  the  said  act  to  be  put  to  dew 
executione  be  the  whoU  burrowis,  and  to  report  thairanent  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 


Robertson, 
minister  at 
Campheir. 


24.  Remitted  to  the  particular  convention  of  burghs  "  severall  missive  lettaris 
direct  from  Thomas  Cuningbame,  conservator,  and  kirk  session  of  Campheir,  for 
settling  of  Mr  George  Robertsone  to  be  minister  at  the  Scottis  church  at  Cam- 
pheir ''  and  directed  that  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh  should  be  consulted  as  to 
the  manner  of  his  admission. 
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26  October  1657.  t^'^Zl^ 

1657.  _ 

25.  The  present  comissioneris  haveing  appointit  the  burghis  of  Aiterationo  of 
Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Innernes,  ^**  ^^^ 
and  Irving  to  meit  and  considder  of  convenience  or  inconvenience  of  the 
present  alteration  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  the  said  comittee  being  conveined 
and  haueing  givin  in  ther  opinione  that  notwithstanding  of  the  heavie 
pressour  that  lyes  wpon  the  whole  burghis,  and  that  wndir  that  pressour 
some  burghis  may  haue  reasone  to  compleane  of  the  inequalitie  of  thair 
proportionis,  yit  for  many  and  weightie  caussis  they  thought  it  convenient 
to  delay  the  alteration e  of  the  taxt  roll  till  such  tyme  as  the  said  conditione 
of  the  whole  burrowis  be  representit  to  his  Hieghnes  and  parliament  and 
that  ane  considerabl  abaitment  may  be  indevoured  to  be  procuired,  which 
being  grantit  that  then  it  will  be  fit  to  the  convention  of  burrowis  to 
proportion  the  same  amongst  themselves,  and  for  this  eflfect  they  think  it 
expedient  that  some  man  of  credit  with  his  Heighnes  and  parliament  may 
be  comissionat  frome  the  burrowis  to  deall  for  the  said  abaitment  and 
doe  such  wther  thinges  as  may  tend  to  the  good  of  burrowis  according  to 
such  instructiounes  as  salbe  sent  wnto  him  from  the  particular  conven- 
tiones  of  burrowis,  and  thairfoir  that  the  nixt  particular  convention  may 
be  impowered  to  make  choise  of  the  said  agent  and  to  send  ane  comissioun 
vnto  him,  and  to  condescend  wpon  his  yeirlie  sallerie  not  exceiding  ane 
hundreth  peaces  during  the  burrowis  pleasur,  quhilk  report  being  hard 
and  considerit  be  the  saidis  burrowis  they  doe  approw  of  the  samyne. 

26.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  appoyntis  the  burghis  of  Burghis  ap- 
Edinburgh,     Pearth,     Dundie,    Abirdein,     Stirling,    Lythgow,    Glasgow,  P^^^j^JP^^^^^^ 
Air,    Haddingtoun,    Dysert,    Bruntilland,  Innernes,    Kinghorne,   Irving,  convention. 
Dumfermling,  Selkirk,    Dumbar,  Peibles,    Kirkcaldic,  Forfar,    Montrose, 
and    Jedburgh    to    meit    and    conveane     at     the    burgh    of   Edinburgh 
vpon  the  15  day  of  December  nixt,  being  Tysday,  in  ane  particular  cou- 
ventione  of  burrowis,  and  the  number  of  elevin  to  be  ane  quorum,  to 
quhom  they  give  power  and  comissioune  to  conclud  wpon  such  articles  as 
is  remittit  to  thame  be  this  present  conventione,  and  contained  in  the 
several]  preceiding  actis  thairof,  as  also  that  they  seriouslie  consult  and 
agree  wpon  such  instnictionis,  advyces,  and  letteris  as  they  sail  think  ex- 
pedient for  the  weall   of  the  burrowis    to   be  givin    and   sent  to   thair 
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Glasgow.  comissioueris  of  burrowis  or  agent  at  Londone,  and  to  vse  thair  best  in- 

165?!^^  ^^  devouris  concerning  all  wther  immergent  effairis  in  relatione  to  the  weall 

Burghis  ap-  ^^  ^^^  estait  of  borrowis  as  they  sail  sie  caus  ;  and  in  the  meantyme  that 

pointit  to  keip  gQ  many  of  thame   as  ar  presentlie  to  repair  to  Edinbui^h,  to  meit  on 

the  particular        i,.  ..  ••i'nt  i» 

convention.  Thursday  nixt  at  ten  houris  in  the  morning  in  the  laich  counsall  hous  of 
the  said  burgh,  and  thair  to  resave  in  and  to  represent  to  the  counsall  of 
estait,  comissioneris  for  administratione  of  justice  to  the  peopl  of  Scotland, 
comissioneris  of  exceise  at  Leith,  all  such  grivances  as  salbe  presentit  to 
them  in  relation  to  the  publict  of  any  burgh  or  burrowis  in  sua  far  as 
they  sail  think  expedient,  and  to  indeavour  the  redres  thairof,  especiallie 
to  aduert  vnto  the  proces  now  depending  befoir  his  Hienes  counsall  at 
the  instance  of  the  phisitianes  in  relation  to  thair  pretendit  patent  whether 
the  samyne  beis  prosecut  at  London  or  Edinburgh  or  elsewhair ;  and  it  is 
heirby  speciallie  recomendit  to  them  to  mak  applicatione  to  the  comis- 
sioneris for  administratione  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland  at  thair 
doun  siting  that  thair  honoris  may  be  pleasit  to  mak  ane  finall  act 
annulling  all  suspensiouns  past  in  fauouris  of  debitouris  wpon  the  act  of 
his  Hienes  councell  formerlie  grantit  in  thair  favouris  in  respect  of  the 
act  of  parliament  declairing  all  such  actis  and  ordoures  woyd  which  ar 
not  expresslie  ratefied  in  the  last  parliament. 


Exemption, 
Elgin,  &c. 

Argyll,  supo- 
rioritie,  In- 
veraray. 


Selkirk,  com- 
mon lands. 


27.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Dingwall,  Rothesay,  and 
Inveraray  to  abide  from  meetings  of  burghs  for  five  years,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

28.  The  present  comissioneris  being  informit  that  the  whole  housis 
of  the  burgh  of  Inueraray  does  heretablie  appertaine  to  the  Marqueis  of 
Argyll,  and  that  the  said  nobl  lord  did  faithfullie  promeis  befoir  the 
inroUment  of  the  said  burgh  that  provyding  that  the  convention  of  bur- 
rowis wold  accept  of  and  resau  thame  among  the  number  of  the  royall 
burrowis  he  wold  quyt  his  superioritie  of  the  saidis  houssis  and  to  suffer 
thame  to  hold  in  free  burgag,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  ordaines 
thes  of  the  burrowis  that  ar  to  meit  in  Edinburgh  on  Thursday  nixt  or 
the  nixt  particular  convention  to  deall  with  the  said  Marqueis  of  Argyll 
for  performance  of  his  promeist  heiranent. 

29.  Referring  to  the  11th  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioner  of 
Selkirk  reported  that  proceedings  had  been  taken  against  the  violent  possemors 
of  their  common  lands,  **  and  that  they  now  wer  so  impoverisched  by  proseouting 
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of  the  said  actione,  they  haveing  to  doe  with  such  strong  parties  that  they  wes  not  Glasgow. 
able  of  themselves  to  prosecut  the  samyn  any  farder  without  the  concurrence  of  1^57*^*°^°^ 
the  burrowis,  to  thair  totall  ruyn,"  whereupon  they  ordained  the  agent  to  concur 


in  the  prosecution  on  the  public  charges  of  the  burghs  not  exceeding  200  merks.  ^^^  lands. 
They  also  resolved  that  the  agent  should  not  concur  in  any  other  burgh's  action 
on  the  public   charges  until   there  should   be  produced   to   the  convention   the 
accounts   of  the   burgh,   "  quhairby  the   commissioneris   may  be   cleir  in  thair 
judgmentis  of  the  saidis  burghis  necessities." 

30.  Ordained  the  asent,  when  required  by  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  or  any  other  Actiones,  un- 
1.  V..,.  "  .  x'/»j-j  free  treaders. 
Durgn,  to  give  his  concurrence  in  prosecuting  wnfree  traders. 

30  a.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  con-  Next  conven- 
vention  to  begin  at  Edinburgh  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  1658. 

3 1 .  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Stirling  and  Lythgow  to  Pearth. 
meet  at  Pearth  before  the  last  day  of  May  next,  and  "  indevour  the  composing 

of  difference  betuix  the  pro  vest  and  wther  magistratis,  counsalleris,  and  dekones 
of  craftis  of  that  burgh." 

Followis  ane  act  ordained  to  be  added  to  the  former  actis  of  this  Kscharge, 

Clark,  protest- 
present  conventioun  and  to  be  subscryvit  be  the  moderator  m  ation,  Had- 

name   of  the  remanent  commissioneris  of  the  burrowis  for  the    "^^^^* 
clarkis  warrant,  in  respect  that  the  protestation  efter  mentionat 
wes  offert  in  the  time  of  the  commissioneris  thair  subscryveing 
of  the  buik,  quhairof  the  tenor  followis  : — 
The    quhilk   day,   the  present  commissioneris   being  con  veined  and 
haveing  givin  ordour  to  the  dark  for  reading  over  the  whole  actis  of  this 
present  conventione  formerlie  voited  and  appro vin,  which  accordinglie  he 
did  till  he  came  to  the  21  act,  being  ane  act  in  relatione  to  the  gildrie 
in  Haddingtoun,  as  is  contained  at  mair  length  in  the  said  act,  and  Wil- 
liam Seatoun,  commissioner  for  the  said  burgh,  being  present,   declared 
that  for  divers  reasones  contained  in  ane  paper  produced  be  him,  protestit 
against  the  said  act  and  oflfered  to  tak  instrumentis  thairwpon  in  the 
clarkis  handis,  which  the  present  commissioneris  did  inhibit  and  dischairge 
thair   said   dark  to  accept,  in  respect,  amongst  wther  reasonis,  that  on 
Setterday  last  at  the  first  publict  reading  of  the  said  act  he  did  offer  in  the 
lik  manor  to  protest  and  did.  remove  but  within  ane  hour  or  thairby  thair- 
efter  did  returne  and  past  from  his  protestatioune  craveing  pardon  for  his 
former  raschnes  and  adheared  to  the  said  act  so  as  he  could  not  bo  heard 
thairefter  to  mak  ony  new  protestatione. 

3  M 
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Edixburoh. 
15  December 
1657. 


Particui^ar  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Andrew  Ramsay,  Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Mibie ;  Linlithgow, 
Andrew  Glen ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakinschaw  ;  Air,  Hew  Kennedie ;  Had- 
dingtoun,  William  Seatoun ;  Dysart,  Johne  Mellveill ;  Kirkcaldie,  Johne 
Williamsone  ;  Innernes,  Finlaw  Fraser ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun  ; 
Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay ;  Jedburgh,  George  Moscrope ;  Dumfermling, 
William  Walker  ;  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Monros,  Kinghome, 
Selkirk,  Dumbar,  Peibles,  Forfar. 


Moderator. 


Enrollment, 
Bosmarkie. 


Pearth,  dis- 
charge, CU8- 
tome,  post- 
maister. 


15  December  1657. 

1.  Andrew  Ramsay,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

16  December  1657. 

2.  [For  obedience  of  the  16  act  of  last  general  convention]  compeared 
George  Stewart,  advocate,  and  Colein  Dagleische,  merchand  in  Edinburgh, 
quha  were  comissionat  from  the  said  burgh  of  Rosmarkie  and  Chanrie 
to  plead  thair  right  of  erection  and  inroUment  and  produced  ane  box  con- 
taining severall  parchmentis  which  they  pretendit  to  be  authentick 
chartouris  for  thair  erectioun  in  ane  free  burgh,  and  desyred  that  thair 
enrollment  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  royall  burrowis  may  be  con- 
teanewed  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  which  the  saidis  burrowis 
did  accept  for  thair  dilligence  ;  as  also  compeared  Finlaw  Fraser,  com- 
missioner for  the  burgh  of  Innernes,  and  declared  that  they  had  ane  pro- 
ces  of  reductioune  of  the  saidis  burghis  right  depending  befoir  the  com- 
missioneris  for  administratione  of  justice  and  thairfoir  the  saidis  burghis 
inrollment  ought  not  to  be  ane  head  of  the  nixt  missive  till  such  tyme  as 
that  contraversie  sould  be  decydit  be  the  judg  ordinar.  The  present  comis- 
sioneris  does  continew  the  inrollment  of  the  saidis  burgh  of  Rosmarkie 
and  Chanrie  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

3.  In  respect  the  burgh  of  Pearth  did  not  appear  or  produce  "  thair  richtis 
to  ane  postmaisterscbip,''  as  required  by  the  18th  act  of  last  general  conyention, 
the  commissioners  ratified  that  act  discharging  the  exaction  of  128.  of  ilk  pack, 
and  ordained  the  clerk  to  intimate  the  same  to  the  burgh. 
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17  December  1657.  Edinburgh. 

17  December 

4.   [Anent  the  25  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  ^^^7. 


resolved  to  appoint  George  Downing,  for  prosecuting  the  aflfaires  ofEiectione, 
the  burghs  in  London  and  granted  him  the  following  commission  :]  doun,  misRive. 
Be  it  kend  till  all  men  be  thir  presentis  we,  wndirsubscryveris, 
comissioneris  of  severall  burrowis  in  Scotland,  being  conveened  in 
Edinbui'gh  in  ane  particular  conventione,  forsameikl  as  the  whole 
commissioneris  of  burrowis  of  this  natione  being  conveened  in  Glasgow 
vpon  the  20  day  of  October  last  bypast  amongst  wtheris  thair 
weightie  effairis  finding  it  necessar  for  the  comoun  weall  of  the  whole 
free  burrowis,  according  to  thair  laudible  custome,  to  haue  some  faithfull 
and  weall  qualified  persone  at  court  to  agent  thair  publict  effaires  before 
his  Hieghnes  honorabill  parliament  and  his  Hieghnes  counsall  and  wther 
publict  personis  in  auctorite,  and  for  that  eflfect  did  give  power  and 
command  to  the  fuirsaid  particidar  conventione  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the 
1 5  day  of  December  instant  and  search  out  and  condiscend  wpon  such 
ane  persone  as  micht  be  most  qualified  for  that  purpos,  and  wee  efter 
long  and  serious  deliberatione  finding  our  wealbeloved  freind  George 
Downing,  esquire,  scout-maister  generall,  ane  person  of  knowin  integritie 
and  of  whos  fidelitie  and  abilities  wee  haue  had  sufficient  experience  ; 
thairfoir  witt  ye  ws  to  haue  nominat,  electit,  and  constitut,  lyk  as  wee  be 
thir  presentis  nominatis,  electis,  and  vnanimouslie  constitutis  the  said  George 
Downing  to  be  publict  agent  for  the  haill  free  burrowis  of  this  natione 
duiring  thair  pleasur,  givand,  grantand,  and  comittand  to  him  our  verie 
free  plaine  power,  mandament,  bidding,  and  charge  for  the  saidis  free 
burrowis  and  in  thair  names  to  negotiat  and  agent  all  thair  publict 
effairis  befoir  his  Heighnes,  the  said  honorabill  parliament,  and  his  Heighnes 
counsall  and  wtheris,  according  to  such  instructiounes  and  advyces  as  he 
sail  from  tyme  to  tyme  resaue  from  the  said  generall  conventione  of 
burrowis  or  frome  anie  wther  particular  conventione  thairof,  or 
towne  of  Edinburgh  in  thair  names,  and  generallie  to  doe  all  wther 
thingis  which  to  the  oflBce  of  ane  agent  be  the  lawis  of  this  natioun  ar 
known  to  appertein.  In  witnes  quhairof,  [etc.  The  convention 
directed  the  commission  to  be  delivered  by  the  hands  of  Androw  fiam- 
say,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  "  quho  is  to  repair  to  the  said  ensewing  par- 
liament as  representing  the  burrowis,"  and  directed  2000  merkis  to  be 
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Edinburgh,     borrowed  to  pay  a  year's  salary  of  the  agent  in  London,  and  each  burgh 

1657.^^^°^  ®^    to  send  their  shares  to  next  general  convention.] 

Cuiros,  gHdrie.         5.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideration  ane 
missive  letter  presentit  to  thame  be  William  Walker,  comissioner  from 
Dumfermling,  direct  to  him  be  William  Bodume,  merchand  in  Culros,  for 
himselff  and  in  name  of  the  traflSquing  merchandis  of  that  burgh  com- 
plaining of  severall  abussis  comittit  be  the  present  magistratis,  consisting 
for  the  most  pairt  all  of  treadsmen,  against  the  merchand  tread,  and 
especiallie  in  refuising  to  admitt  any  to  the  freedom  of  ane  burges  within 
thair  burgh  vpon  whatsoever  right  they  have  thairto  without  they  ingadg 
thameselues  to  stand  in  oppositioune  to  the  erectione  of  ane  gildrie  within 
thair  burgh,  with  severall  wther  particularis  mentioned  in  the  said  missive, 
thairfore  they  ordaine  thair  dark  in  thair  names  to  wreat  to  the  present 
magistratis  of  the  said  burgh  and  to  advys  thame  to  forbear  any  such 
proceidingis  and  that  they  wold  send  one  of  thair  number  to  the  nixt 
particular  conventione  quhensoever  the  samyn  sail  happin  to  be,  wpon 
advertisment  from  thair  said  clerk,  for  vindicating  of  thamselues  of  thes 
abuissis,  and  that  they  acquant  the  said  William  Adam  heirwith  that  he 
may  be  also  present  at  the  said  nixt  particular  conventione  for  making 
good  his  complaintis. 

Suppiicatione,  6.   Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  of 

phisicianes.  burrowis  be  Doctor  Robert  Cuninghame  and  Doctor  Henry  Hendersone, 
doctoris  of  medicine,  for  themselues  and  in  name  of  the  haill  phisitianes 
of  this  natione,  desyring  that  some  of  thair  number  micht  be  appointit  to 
meit  with  them  and  to  condiscend  wpon  such  overtures  for  rectifieing  of 
severall  clawsis  contained  in  thair  patent  for  erecting  of  ane  colledg  of 
phisitianes  within  this  natione  as  may  be  satisfactorie  to  the  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis  and  wther  just  interestis,  and  that  the  samyn  may 
carie  nothing  in  it  but  quhat  is  for  the  advancement  of  leameing,  the 
good  of  the  land  and  particular  interestis  thairin  as  said  is,  as  the  said 
supplicatione  at  mair  lengh  bearis ;  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
haveing  considerit  the  said  petition  thiijk  it  fitt  and  expedient  that  ane 
full  draucht  of  ane  patent  may  be  dravin  wp  be  the  saidis  phisitianis  as 
they  conceave  may  satisfie  all  just  interestis,  and  thairfoir  they  have 
appointed  John  Jossie,  present  baillie  of  Edinburgh,  Dauid  Wilkie,  dean 
of  gild,  Robert  Murray,  lait  baillie  and  burges  thair,  John  MiLie,  maister 
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meason,  James  Borthwick  and  Thomas  Kincaid,  chirurgian  appothecaries  Edinburgh. 
of  the  said  burgh,  the  comissioners  of  Abirdein,  Glasgow,  and  St  Androwis,  ^i^^^^^^ 
at  some  convenient  tyme  befoir  the  nixt  conventione  to  attend  the  saidis  suppiicatione 
phisitianes  wpon  thair  adwertisment  quhen   the  samyn  patent  salbe  in  piuacianes. 
readines,  and  that  the  samyn  salbe  takin  in  consideratioun  by  them  or 
ony  fyv  of  them  being  present,  and  they  to  report  thair  opinion  thairof  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burro  wis. 

7.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  the  supplication  of  the  merchants  of  Kirk-  Kirkcaldie. 
caldie  desyring  that  the  "  erectione  of  ane  gildrie  within  thair  burgh,  conforme  dein  of  gild 
to  thair  charter  of  erection,  may  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,"  and  dii'ected 

the  burghs  to  send  thair  commissioners  instructed  to  next  generall  convention. 

8.  Anent  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  "  re- Minister  at 
coraendit  Dauid  Wilkie,  dein  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  and  Johne  Milne,  maister  ^*™P"®"*- 
maeson,  thair,  to  deall  with  the  presbetrie  of  Edinburgh  that  some  effectuall  cours 

may  be  takin  be  thame  "  for  the  ordination  of  George  Robertson  as  minister  of  the 
Scots  kirk  at  Campheir,  *'  they  finding  him  sufficientlie  qualified  to  that  effect.'' 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  6  July  1668. 

Edinburgh,  John  Jossie,  Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Milne ;  Pearth,  Mr 
Johne  Patersone  ;  Dundie,  Robert  Dauidsone  ;  Abirdein,  John  Jaffray ; 
Stirling,  Duncan  Nairne ;  Linlithgow,  Androw  Glen ;  St  Androis, 
Andrew  Carstaires  ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakinschaw  ;  Air,  Johne  Fergusone ; 
Dysart,  Williame  Symsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Williamson ;  Monros 
Robert  Tailyeour  ;  Coupar,  John  Cristiesone ;  Anstruther  Eister,  John 
Watsone ;  Dumfreis,  Johne  Corbet ;  Innemes,  Donald  FouUar ;  Bruntil- 
land,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Innerkey thing,  Robert  Broun  ;  Kinghom,  John 
Bruce ;  Brichane,  Johne  Skynner  ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay  ;  Jedburgh, 
John  Rutherfoord  ;  Pitinweme,  George  Smyth  ;  Dumfermling,  William 
Walker  ;  Dumbartan,  John  Cuninghame  ;  Dumbar,  James  Kellie ;  Ram- 
frew,  John  Somervell ;  Lanrick,  Michaell  Gemmell ;  Arbroath,  John 
Auchterlonie ;  Elgin,  AJexander  Dumbar ;  Peibles,  Alexander  William- 
sone ;  Caraill,  John  Daw ;  Taine,  Androw  M'Culloch ;  Culros,  William 
Pearsone ;  Forfar,  Alexander  Scott ;  Nairne,  Hew  Dollare  ;  Rutherglen, 
Walter  Riddill ;    I^^orthberwick,   Robert  Sandelandis ;    Lauder,   Thomas 
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Edinburgh. 
6  July  1658. 


Cranstone  ;  Lochmabein,  John  Jonstoun  ;  Queinsfeme,  Archibald  Wilsone  ; 
Inueraray,  John  Yuill;  Haddingtoun,  Kirkcudbrycht,  Wigtown,  Anstruther 
Wester,  Selkirk,  Bamffe,  Whythome,  Rothesay,  Forres,  Cullan,  Killrennie, 
Annan,  Sanquhar,  Gallaway,  Dingwall,  and  Dornoch  (blavJc). 


Moderator. 

flours  of  meit- 
ing. 


6  July  1658. 

1.  John  Jessie,  bailie  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 
moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve  and  from  three 
till  six ;  those  absent  at  calling  of  the  rolls,  or  who  go  out  of  the  house  without 
licence  to  be  unlawed  in  6s.  Scots  ;  those  absent  from  any  diet  or  who  leave  the 
convention  before  it  is  dissolved  to  be  unlawed  in  1 2s.  ;  "  and  that  nane  speik 
wnrequyrit  without  leive  askit  or  givin  nor  intermix  thair  reasoning  with  thair 
voiceing  wnder  the  pain  of  sex  shillings  toties  qtbotieaJ* 


Abirdein, 
customs  at 
mercats. 

Cuninghame, 
factor,  Cam- 
phoir. 

Complaint, 
Innernes 
contra  Thurso. 


Burro  wis, 

Shisicianis, 
ebitors,  etc., 
Selkirk,  Rothe- 
say. 

Wigtoun,  de- 
creit  arbitral!. 


Inrollment, 
Rosmarkie. 


7  July  1658. 

3.  Continues  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention 
to  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive. 

4.  Instructed  the  clerk  of  new  to  write  to  Thomas  Cuninghame,  factor  at 
Campheir,  as  in  the  1 3th  act  of  last  general  convention. 

5.  On  the  complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Invemes  "  against  the  towne  of  Thurso 
in  Caitnes  wsurping  the  libertie  of  the  free  royall  burrowis  to  thair  great  hurt 
and  prejudice,"  the  commissioners  ordained  that  burgh,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  agent,  to  prosecute  the  usurpers  of  their  privileges. 

6.  7,  8.  The  commissioners  appointed  the  business  mentioned  in  the  26th, 
5th,  29th,  and  6th  acts  of  last  general  convention  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missive 
for  consideration  at  next  general  convention. 

9.  Ordained  the  agent  to  exact  from  Wigtoun  an  unlaw  of  £100  for  not 
producing  the  decreet  arbitral  between  them  and  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  as  required 
by  the  7  th  act  of  last  general  convention,  as  also  ordained  the  burgh  to  produce 
the  decreet  to  next  general  convention. 

1 0.  Anent  the  second  act  of  the  last  particular  convention  .... 
compeared  the  burgh  of  Inuemes  and  producit  ane  supplication  with 
informationis  against  the  inrolling  of  the  saidis  burghis  of  Rosmarkie  and 
Chanrie  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  burrowis,  as  also  thair  gift  of 
erectione,  as  also  compeared  James  Anderson,  merchand  in  Chanrie,  comis- 
sionat  for  the  inrollment  of  the  saidis  burghis,  and  presentit  also  ane 
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supplication  to  the  saidis  burrowis  for  that  effect  reserveing  action  to  the  Edinburgh. 
said  burgh  of  Inuemes  provt  de  jure  with  thair  gift  off  erectione,  which  — — — — — 
paperis  hinc  inde  being  sein  and  considderit  be  the  saidis  comissioneris  Rosmarkie! 
of  burrowis  they  find  the  burghis  of  Rosmarkie  and   Chanrie   hes  just 
right  to  be  inroUed  and  ressauit  amongst  the  number  of  the  free  royall 
burrowis,  yit  becaus  thair  is  ane  action  of  reduction  depending  befoir  the 
judges  at  the  instance  of  the  burgh  of  Inuemes  against  them,  the  present 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  continewis  the  inroUing  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Rosmarkie  and  Chanrie  at  this  tyme  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione, 
with  this  certification  that  if  the  said  action  of  reduction  depending  be 
not  discussed  befoir  the  nixt  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  that  they 
will  proceid  to  the  inrollment  of  the  said  burgh  without  farder  delay,  and 
thairfoir  ordaines  the  said  burgh   of  Inuernes  to  produce  thair  dilligence 
in  obteining  the  samyn  discussed  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

11.  The  commissioners  approved  of  the  diligence  of  Robert  Barclay  and  the  Diligence 

agent  under  the  10th  act  of  last  general  convention,  and  ordained  them  to  report  f°®^*  vpfree 
«      ,  .  treadena. 

farther  to  next  general  convention. 

12.  Anent  the  25  act  of  last  generall  convention  ....  the  present  Alteration  of 
commissioneris  considdering  that  for  many  graue  and  weightie  reasonis  ^^*  ^^  ' 
the  alteratione  of  the  said  taxt  roll  could  not  be  convenientlie  done  at 
this  tyme  seing  the  burrowis  proportion  of  ces  wes  imposed  by  act  of 
parliament  till  the  year  1660  which  could  not  be  altered  and  that  thair 
hes  bein  no  parliament  quhair  abaitment  of  thair  proportion  may  be 
sought,  thairfoir  they  haue  continewit  the  haill  premissis  vn  statu  quo 
nunc  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

8  July  1658. 

13.   Ordained  that  the  matter  referred   to  in  the   30th  act   of  last  Stirling,  unfree 
general  convention  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive.  '^^  ®™' 

14.   Anent  the  5th  act  of  last  particular  conventione  [and  the  1 7th  Giidne,  Cui- 
act   of  last  general  convention,   compeared  William  Pearson,  bailie  and  ^^'  ™>a8i^o- 
commissioner  for  the  burgh   of  Culros,  and  William  Adame,  merchant, 
Culros,]  with  severall  wther  merchandis,  and  acknowledgit  that  the  dark 
had  don  his  dilligence  in  wryting  to  the  magistratis  of  thair  burgh  for 
thair  peaceabl  caridg  to  tham  and  doeing  thair  dewitie  to  tham  in  thair 
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Edinburgh. 
8  July  1658. 

Gildrie,  Cul- 
ros,  missive. 


Gildrie,  Kirk- 
ealdie. 


offices,  which  the  saidis  merchandis  acknowledgit  wes  punctuallie  obseruit 
quhilk  the  saidis  commissi oneris  acceptit  as  dilligence  from  the  clark  ; 
and  siclik  the  said  William  Adam  producit  severall  instructionis  and 
paperis  for  instructing  of  his  complaint  with  ane  new  supplication  desyring 
ane  gildrie  to  be  erectit  within  thair  burgh  conforrae  to  thair  errectione ; 
as  also  compeared  William  Pearson,  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh,  and 
producit  thair  chartour  of  errectione  with  ane  supplicatione  and  seuerall 
wther  paperis  against  the  errectione  of  ane  gildrie  within  thair  said 
burgh,  as  saidis  supplication  and  paperis  at  mair  lengh  bearis  ;  all  which 
paperis,  with  the  gift  of  errectione,  being  red,  sein,  and  seriouslie  con- 
sidderit  be  the  present  commissioneris,  they  find  the  present  condition  of 
that  burgh  verie  confused  and  the  constitution  of  thair  counsall  consisting 
of  some  privat  men  and  craftis  without  merchandis  to  be  werie  irregular 
and  against  the  ordour  vsed  or  allowed  in  burghis  in  the  election  of. 
magistratis  and  counsall,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis 
hes  appointed  Dauid  Wilkie  and  John  Milne  for  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh, Mr  John  Patersone  for  Pearth,  Duncan  Nairn  for  Stirling, 
Andrew  Glen  for  Lithgow,  Dauid  Seatoun  for  Bruntilland,  and  William 
Walker  for  the  burgh  of  Dumfermling,  to  meit  and  convein  at  the  said 
burgh  of  Culros  wpon  the  last  day  of  August  nixt,  and  Culros  to  conveine 
thame,  and  thair  to  settle  first  the  number  and  qualitie  of  thair  counsall 
and  the  samyn  to  be  obserued  in  all  tyme  cuming  ;  and  for  the  weall  of 
the  merchand  tread  of  the  said  burgh,  and  conforme  to  the  ordour  con- 
tained in  the  erection,  the  magistratis  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh 
at  thair  nixt  election  elect  ane  dein  of  gild  in  the  said  burgh,  and  in 
caice  of  the  saidis  magistratis  and  counsall  thair  refusall  to  obey  the 
premissis  the  saidis  burghis  to  report  the  samyn  to  the  nixt  particular 
convention  wha  salbe  impowered  to  ordaine  the  samyn  to  be  performed. 

9  July  1658. 

15.  Anent  the  7th  act  of  last  particular  convention  [compeared 
David  Ferguson,  in  name  of  the  merchants  of  Kirkcaldie,  and  presented  a 
new  supplication  craving  that  a  guildrie  may  be  ereoted  within  the 
burgh,]  with  ane  act  of  thair  towne  counsall  maid  wpon  the  production 
of  thair  said  gift  in  counsall  to  know  how  far  thair  libertie  did  extend 
which  wes  occasioned  vpon  ane  supplication  presentit  to  theme  be  the 
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treadis  of  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  desyrins:  ane  deikinrie  may  be  Edinburgh. 
errectit  among  thame,  and   finding  that   thair  said  gift  did  carie  thes 


wordis — "  with  power  to  the  baillies  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  to  caidie. ' 
elect,  nominat,  and  creat  provest,  bailleis,  and  dein  of  gild,  thesaurer 
and  all  wther  members  necessar  for  ruling  of  the  said  burgh  " — lykas  com- 
peared James  Law,  Robert  Whyt  and  Thomas  Boswell,  merchandis  of  the 
said  burgh,  and  presentit  ane  suplicatione  to  the  saidis  burrowis  desyring  that 
no  alteratione  micht  be  maid  at  this  tyme  in  the  government  of  the  said 
burgh  for  the  caussis  thairin  contained,  nather  by  erecting  of  ane  gildrie  nor 
creating  of  ane  deykinrie  in  thair  said  burgh  ;  as  also  ane  instrument  takin 
be  the  said  Dauid  Ferguson  against  the  creating  of  deykins  till  first  the  gildrie 
sould  be  erectit  and  by  James  Law  and  these  of  the  wther  partie  against  both, 
but  submittit  the  determinatioune  therof  to  the  present  convention  of  bur- 
rowis, with  divers  wtheris  paperis,  whilk  being  sein  and  considerit  and  being 
thairwith  ryplie  advysed  they  haue  vnanimouslie  agreed,  and  be  thir  pre- 
sentishave  statut  and  ordained  that  conforme  to  thair  gift  of  erectione  ane 
gildrie  may  be  errectit  within  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  at  thair  nixt 
electione  of  thair  magistratis,  and  for  the  moir  peaceabl  and  easie  carying 
on  of  the  said  bussienes  ordaines  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  St 
Androis,  Pearth,  Bruntilland,  Dysart  and  DumferHiling  to  meit  at  the 
said  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  on  Thursday  the  26  of  August  nixt,  and  Dauid 
Ferguson  to  be  conveiner  and  the  major  plus  thairof  to  be  ane  quorum, 
and  to  settle  the  gildrie  of  the  said  burghe  seing  it  is  acknowledgit  by 
bothe  the  saidis  pairties  that  thair  said  gift  impowereth  thame  to  that 
effect. 

1 6.  Referring  to  the  1 2th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  February  Skein,  factor, 
1657,  the  commissioners  deprived  Andrew  Skeine  of  his  office  as  factor  for  the  ^i^P'Tv^*- 
nation  at  Campheir,  he  not  having  complied  with  the  act. 

17.  The  present  commissioners,  taking  to  thair  consideratione  how  Staple  port  at 
much  thair  staple  port  at  Campheir  hes  bein  neglected  in  thir  trublsome       ^  ^^' 
tymes  and  what  prejudice  the  samyn  hes  sustained  by  merchandis  and 
skipperis   transp<3rting   of  staple   commodities  by  the   staple  port,   and 
thairfore  they  have  ratified,  confirmed,  and  approvin  all  former  actes  of 
borrowis  maid  in  favouris  of  the  said  staple  port,  and  does  heirby  give 

full  power  and  comissione  to  the  conservatour  and  his  deputis  to  put  the 

3  N 
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Edinburgh,  saidis  actis  to  dew  executione  against  all  persones  transgressoris  of  the 
9  Jniy  1658.  gamyn  and  to  punisch  them  conforme  thairto,  as  also  ratefies  and  approves 
staple  port  at  gjj  g^^j^^jg  ^f  buiTowis  maid  anent  the  merchandis  thair  keiping  of  thair 

Campheir.  ,     ,  ,  . 

dyet  at  the  conserjerie  hous  at  Campheir,  and  that  the  said  conservatour 
and  his  deput  put  the  samyn  to  dew  executione  against  the  contraveineris 
of  the  samyn,  and  becaus  the  long  absence  of  the  conservatour  frome  the 
exerceise  of  his  office  hes  bein  verie  prejudiciall  to  the  stapl  and  hes  occa- 
sioned many  of  thes  abussis,  the  present  comissioneris  ordaines  thair  gene- 
rail  dark  in  thair  neames  to  wreat  ane  letter  to  him  to  repair  speidilie  and 
with  all  convenient  dilligence  to  Campheir  to  the  exerceis  of  his  office, 
and  in  the  mean  tyme  to  give  expres  ordour  to  Samuell  Wallace,  his 
deput,  to  tak  cair  for  rectifying  thes  abussis  at  the  stapl  port,  and  that 
he  suflfer  not  any  factour  suspendit  to  exerceis  the  said  office  of  factorie 
till  first  he  give  obedience  to  the  saidis  borrowis,  and  that  he  intimat  to 
Andrew  Skein,  lait  factour  at  the  said  port,  his  deprivatione  firome  the 
said  office  of  factorie  at  the  said  port  and  not  to  suffer  him  to  intromet 
with  no  merchand  guidis  in  tyme  cuming. 

10  July  1658. 

Burgessis,  re-  13.  Anent  the  complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow,  representing  that  certain 

■idence.  unfree  traders  against  whom  they  intended  proceedings  had  been  admitted  baigesaes 

by  Queensferry  and  other  burghs  though  not  actual  residenters,  the  commissionerB 
''  statut  and  ordanit  that  na  burgh  admitt  or  resaue  any  to  be  burgessis  or  gild 
bretheren  within  thair  respectiue  burghis  till  first  they  find  cautione  to  mak 
thair  constant  residence  within  thair  burgh  within  yeir  and  day  conforme  to  the 
actis  of  burro  wis  maid  thairanent/' 

S*the*coun8aU  ^^'  ^^^^  *^^  ^  [and  31  acts  of  last  general  convention]  compeared 
of  Peorth.  Dauid  Wilkie,  comissioner  for  Edinburgh,  for  himselff  and  in  name  of 
the  rest  of  the  burrowis  who  wer  appointit  to  go  to  Pearth  for  that 
eflect,  and  reportit  that  according  to  the  burrowis  ordour  they  went  to 
Pearth  in  May  last  to  haue  composed  the  said  difference  but  could  pre- 
vail nothing  in  respect  the  treadis  declyned  to  submitt  to  thair  decisione, 
which  the  burrowis  acceptis  for  dilligence  ;  compeared  Andrew  Butter, 
present  provest  of  Pearth,  for  himselff  and  in  name  of  the  magistratb 
and   merchandis  of  the  said   burgh,   as  also  compeared  Patrick  Crie, 
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deykin  of  the  skinneris  of  the  said  burgh,  and  John  Dauidsone  one  of  Edutburoh. 
the  hamermen   of  the  said  burgh,   and  in  name   of  the   craftismen   of — ^ *- 

.,  ,,  T'.  n  •?•  '7  ,•••  Constitutioune 

the  sainyn  burgh,  producit  several!  papens  kinc  inde,  petitiounes,  of  the  counsaii 
ansueris,  and  replyes  in  relatione  to  the  craftis  ancient  right  anent  thair  °'  ^®"^* 
number  in  the  counsaii,  which  being  read  and  considderit  be  the  saidis 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  together  with  the  present  constitution  of  thair 
magistratis  and  counsaii  and  qualitie  of  the  persouns  quhairof  the  samyn 
did  consist,  they  find  the  number  of  thair  counsell  to  be  28  personis, 
quhairof  14  merchandis  and  14  treadsmen,  and  that  everie  s^ond  yeir 
thar  thesaurer,  being  ane  treadsman,  makis  thame  one  moir  in  voicing 
nor  the  merchandis;  the  present  comissioneris  of  bum>wis  for  settleing 
peace  betuixt  the  merchandis  and  treadsmen  of  the  said  burgh  of  Pearth 
at  present,  and  for  avoiding  of  all  contraversie  that  may  arys  thairanent 
in  tym  cuming,  have  statut  and  ordained  the  number  of  magistratis  and 
counsell  to  consist  of  26  persones,  quhairof  14  merchandis  and  12  treads- 
men, quhairof  the  walker  and  webster  tread  salbe  non  of  the  number 
to  be  upon  the  coimsall,  and  of  which  number  of  12  treadsmen  thair 
salbe  one  baillie,  four  counsellouris,  and  sevin  deykins,  making  wp 
in  all  the  said  number  of  12  ;  and  becaus  everie  second  yeir  accord- 
ing to  thair  constitutioun  ane  treadsmen  is  to  be  thesaurer,  in  that 
yeir  thair  salbe  only  thrie  counsellouris  of  tredsmen  so  that  they  sail 
not  exceid  the  number  of  12  persounes,  so  that  of  the  whole  number 
of  the  counsell  of  26  personis  the  merchantis  ar  to  consist  of  14 
magistratis  and  counsellouris  of  quhom  the  thesaurer  is  to  be  accomptit 
one  in  the  yeir  quhen  ane  merchand  thesaurer  is  chosen,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  provest  to  have  tuo  woices  according  to  the  accustomed 
maner  which  makis  the  voices  of  the  marchantes  in  the  election  of  magis- 
tratis and  counsaii  1  5  voitis ;  and  that  non  salbe  electit  nor  listed  to  be 
magistratis,  counsellouris,  nor  deykins,  but  such  as  haue  bein  or  pre- 
sentlie  ar  actuall  trafficqueing  merchandis  or  quho  ar  or  haue  bein  actuall 
treadsmen,  without  prejudice  to  each  pairtie  to  enjoy  and  posses  all  thair 
wther  richtis  and  priveledges  as  they  have  bein  formerlie  accustomed  to 
doe  ;  and  ordainis  this  ordour  to  be  inviolablie  keiped  in  all  tyme  cuming, 
and  to  begin  with  the  samyn  at  thair  nixt  electione,  undir  the  paine  of 
fyve  himdreth  pundis  Scottis  by  and  attour  the  fulfilling  of  the  premissis; 
and  both  pairties  compearand  accepted  of  the  burrowis  determiiiatioun  in 
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ToT^i^^Tfi^ft  the  said  matter  and  desyred  each  of  them  ane  extract  of  the  decreit 
- — r— : — '-  which  the  saids  borrowis  appointed  to  be  done  and  the  samyn  to  be 
of  the  counsaU  appoyntit  to  be  insert  in  thair  counsall  book  for  ane  perpetuall  ordour  in 

of  Pearth.  * 

tyme  cummg. 
Defence  of  ^^*  Forsameikle  as  it  hes  bein  representit  to  the  commissioners  of 

payment  of  burrowis  prescntlie  conveined  by  severall  gentillmen  of  the  schyres  that 
'  '  thair  is  ane  persiiit  intentit  against  the  whole  natione  by  certane  persones 
who  have  payit  severall  publict  debtis  for  payment  to  theme  of  the  sowme 
of  therty  Jihousand  pund  sterling  and  desyring  thair  concurrance  and  as- 
sistance in  defence  of  the  said  pursuit,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
takin  the  samyne  to  consideratioune  and  finding  it  incumbent  to  thame 
to  be  assistant  in  all  fair  and  legall  wayis  to  obviat  everie  burding  or 
prejudice  that  may  befall  thair  estat,  and  especiallie  ane  burding  of  so 
dangerous  ane  consequence,  they  have  thairfoir  appointit  the  burghis  of 
Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Bruntilland,  and  Arbroath,  together  with  thair  agent, 
with  all  such  vther  burghis  as  sail  happin  to  be  in  towne  for  the  tyme, 
and  requyrit  be  the  agent  to  attend,  to  concurr  with  him  and  with  the 
commissioneris  appointit  from  the  schyres  to  that  effect  in  defence  of  the 
said  pursuit,  and  to  solicitat  and  consult  thairanent. 

Agentifloompt,  21.  The  commissioners  having  examined  the  agent's  accounts,  extending  to 
£2556,  Os.  8d.,  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  proportions  conform  to  the  tax-roll ; 
instructed  the  agent  to  ascertain  if  George  Downing  had  accepted  the  office 
of  agent  at  London,  and  had  received  his  salary  of  2000  merks ;  ordained 
*'  ane  register  to  be  maid  qnhairin  the  agentis  accomptis  ar  yeirlie  to  be  insert 
and  keipt  by  our  said  dark  ; "  and  directed  Robert  Barclay  and  the  agent  to 
proceed  with  the  action  raised  by  them  against  unfree  traders,  and  the  agent  to 
advance  whatever  money  shall  be  needful  for  the  purpose. 

Report  anent  22.  [The  commissioners  having  taken  to  consideration  the  proceedings 

t  ep  cianes.  jj^entiQ^ed  in  the  15th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  6th  act  of  the 
particular  convention  held  in  December  last,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee thereupon,  whereby  it  appears  that]  the  said  comitie  haveing 
mett,  compeared  the  saidis  doctoris  Cuninghame,  Burnet,  and  Hendersone 
and  condiscendit  to  them  to  mak  the  said  draught  of  thair  patent  readie 
against  the  next  meitting,  and  that  they  were  content  to  quyt  the  old 
patent,  and  promised  that  in  tyme  cuming  they  sould  not  prejudge  the 
freemen   professouris   of  the   airt  of  chynirgiarie  or  pharmace   in   free 
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burrowis   in   thair  imploymentis,    by   withdrawing  of   thair   patentis  or  SfV^^^iglg 
otherwys,  in  prejudice  of  the  richtis  and  liberties  establisched  on  them 


who  wer  willing  as  afFoirsaid  from  the  saidis  doctoris  conforme  to  thair  thephisicianea. 
bill  and  promeis  to  the  comittee  at  thair  first  meiting  ;  lykas  at  thair 
last  meiting,  which  wes  on  Mononday  the  4  of  this  instant,  compeared 
onlie  the  Doctoris  Cuninghame  and  Henrysone  who  did  ingeniouslie 
declaire  for  themselues  that  they  continewed  still  cleir  in  thair  judgmentis 
in  adheiring  to  all  the  promissis  and  wold  undertak  the  lyk  of  Doctor 
Burnet,  but  that  they  found  severall  of  thair  colegues  both  in  this  and 
wther  burghis  and  schyres  auers  and  indifferent  beyound  expectatioune,  so 
that  they  had  not  resaued  from  thame  thair  comissionis  nor  satisfactorie 
ansueris,  and  that  thairfoir  they  had  not  trubled  themselues  with  the 
making  up  of  any  new  draught  of  ane  patent  for  satisfactioune  of  the 
interest  of  the  burrowis  and  all  wther  just  interestis ;  as  wes  cleirlie  wnder- 
stood  to  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  by  report  of  the  proceidings 
maid  to  tham  be  John  Jossie,  moderatour  of  the  said  comittee,  by  all 
which  procedures  the  present  comissioneris  haue  just  reasone  to  suspect 
that  some  of  the  doctoris  doe  wait  for  ane  opportunitie  to  pas  the  said 
patent  or  some  wther  of  the  lyk  natur  without  consent  of  the  burrowis 
and  wtheris  interessed,  to  thair  manifest  prejudice  in  thair  liberties,  and 
doe  thairfoir  find  themselues  oblidged  by  all  just  and  lawfuU  meanes  to 
secur  themselues  from  any  such  patent,  wndir  the  name  of  ane  coUedg  of 
phisitianes,  may  prove  a  dangerous  monopolie  ;  and  becaus  the  burrowis 
duplyes  to  the  doctoris  paperis  in  expectatioune  to  ane  amicable  clois  have 
bein  keiped  wp  thes  sevin  or  eight  monthes  and  not  presentit  to  his 
Heighnes  counsall  to  be  by  them  considderit  as  ane  pairt  of  the  depend- 
iijg  proces,  thairfoir  they  ordaine  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  John  Jossie, 
Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Milne,  James  Borthwick  and  Thomas  Kincaid,  Aber- 
dein,  Glasgow  and  Sanct  Androis,  and  fyve  to  be  a  quorum,  to  be  ane 
comittee  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  at  all  occasiounes  necessar  and  to  vse  thair 
best  indeavouris  for  annulling  of  the  said  pretendit  patent,  with  power  to 
thame  as  they  sail  sie  cans  to  give  and  present  the  saidis  duplyes  to  his 
Hienes  counsell  and  to  doe  any  thiug  els  which  they  in  their  discretion 
Ball  think  fit  to  the  effect  foirsaid  ;  and  for  the  farder  assistance  of  the 
said  comittee  ordanis  the  burghis  several  agentis  at  Londin  and  Edin- 
burgh to  concurr  with  the  comittee  in  thair  said  just  defence,  and  farther 
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f(f  Jul^^SIs     ^^^*^^®8  *^^*  if  1^  8^11  happin  that  any  comissioneris  salbe  direct  frome  the 
burrowis  ather  to  his  Hienes  or  any  ensewing  parliament,  that  they  be 


thephiridflaes.  particularlie  instructit  frome  the  burrowis  fra  quhom  they  ar  to  haue 
comissiouns  to  consult  and  concurr  with  thair  agent  at  London  and  to 
meit  amongst  themsehies  for  annulling  of  the  said  patent  or  to  stop  any 
wther  quhairin  the  burrowis  or  the  comittee  appointed  be  them  for  that 
effect  ar  not  first  satisfied,  if  any  sail  happin  to  be  presentit  to  his  Hienes 
or  parliament ;  and  yit  notwithstanding  giue  the  doctoris  sail  yit  grant  to 
the  annulling  of  thair  patent  and  give  in  ane  new  draught  to  thame 
saveing  all  interestis  to  thair  satisfaction  and  to  petitione  as  affoirsaid, 
that  the  comittee  be  impoured  to  transact  with  thame  or  at  least  to  resaue 
quhat  they  offer  and  to  report. 


Coall,  staple 
commoditie. 


12  July  1658. 

23.  Bemitted  to  next  particular  convention  consideration  of  the  third  act  of 
last  general  convention,  together  with  the  several  papers  and  instructions  from 
the  conservator  thereanent. 


Commissioun  24.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  burrowis  be  Greorge 

tounrefuia^.  Cockbume,  elder,  and  Harie  Sleigh,  merchandis  of  Haddingtoun,  for 
themselves 'and  in  name  of  the  rest  of  the  merchandis  of  the  said  burgh, 
complaining  that  the  provest  and  magistratis  and  counsall  of  Haddingtoun 
had  contraveined  the  severall  ordouris  of  the  burrowis,  and  especiallie  the 
21  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  anent  the  establisching  of 
ane  gildrie  in  the  said  burgh,  and  had  protested  against  the  act  of  the 
generall  conventione  thairin,  for  which  cans  he  ought  not  to  be  admittit 
as  ane  comissioner  at  this  present  conventione  untill  he  sould  pas  from 
his  protestatioune  and  subscriue  the  buik,  as  at  mair  length  is  conteined 
in  the  said  supplicatioune,  the  present  commissioneris  haveing  considderit 
the  desyre  of  the  said  supplicatione  and  haveing  caused  some  of  thair 
number  deal  with  the  said  William  Seatoun  by  all  fair  meanes  to  induce 
him  to  subscriue  the  book  and  pas  from  his  protestation  which  he  will- 
fullie  refuised  in  respect  thair  magistratis  and  counsall  had  approvin  of 
his  doing  of  the  samyn,  thairfoir  they  did  refuis  his  comission  or  to  admitt 
or  resaue  him  as  ane  member  of  this  present  convention  for  the  cauAsis 
abouementionat. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  471 

25.  Anent  the  22  act  of  last  generall  conventione  .  .  .  compeared  the  S*?^^,^?;, 
commissioner  for  Glasgow  and  presentit  the  report  wndirwrittin,  quhairof  the 


tenor  foUowis:  At  Ramfrew  the  29  day  of  June  1658  yeiris,  being  convenit  burgh  of  fUm- 
conforme  to  the  said  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burro  wis,  John  PattoSa.  *^ 
Bell,  dein  of  gild  of  Glasgow,  Mr  Donald  M'Alpine,  dein  of  gild  of  Dumbar- 
tane,  and  Waltir  Riddill,  provest  of  Rutherglen,  and  comissioneris  for  the 
saidis  burrowis  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartan,  and  Rutherglen,  for  composing  the 
difference  betuixt  the  said  burgh  of  Ramfrow  and  Peter  Pattoun,  heretour  of 
the  landis  of  Sandiefoord  lyand  within  the  burgh  of  Ramfrew,  anent  the  said 
Peter  his  richt  of  pasturage  of  sex  sowmes  of  gras  vpon  the  comoun  muir  of 
Ramfrew  and  libertie  of  casting  fewall  and  divot  on  the  said  muir  of  Ram- 
frew, and  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartan, 
and  Rutherglen  haveing  called  befoir  thame  the  magistratis  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Ramfrow  and  the  said  Peter  Pattoun,  and  haveing  takin  notice  of  the 
said  comoun  muir  of  Ramfrew  quhairwpon  the  said  Peter  hes  libertie  of 
pasturag  and  casting  of  faill  and  divot t,  and  lykwys  haueing  heard  the  in- 
formatione  of  both  the  saidis  pairties  at  length  anent  the  premisses,  and 
being  herewith  weall  and  ryplie  advysed,  the  saidis  comissioneris  have 
appointed  and  hereby  .appointis  the  said  burgh  of  Renfrew  to  give  and 
dispon  to  the  said  Peter  and  to  his  aires  and  assignayes  heretablie  fyve 
aikers  of  land  of  the  said  comoun  muir  of  Renfrew  nixt  adjacent  to  his 
march  of  Sandiefoord  frome  the  east  syd  of  the  comoun  way  that  goes  to 
Paislay  alongst  his  march  of  alyk  breidth,  and  that  in  satisfaction  to  the 
said  Peter  and  his  foirsaidis  of  the  said  pasturag  of  sex  sowmes  and 
libertie  of  casting  fewall  and  divet  [which  sentence  the  magistrates  and 
council  of  Ramfrew  and  Peter  Pattoun,  being  present,  ratified  and 
approved,  and  they  obliged  themselves  to  implement  it.  The  commis- 
sioners approved  of  the  report,  and  continued  the  part  of  the  act  referring 
to  the  selling  of  common  lands  to  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive.] 

26.  Referring  to  the  21st  act  of  last  general  convention,  David  Wilkie,  com-  Salt, 
roissioner  for  Edinburgh,  reported  that  he  with  the  commissioner  of  Abirdein, 

"  had  don  thair  dilhgence  in  relatione  to  the  laist  pairt  of  the  act  anent  importa- 
tioun  of  salt  and  had  obteaned  ane  act  of  his  hienes  counsall  to  that  effect."  The 
part  of  the  act  as  to  uniformity  of  measures  of  salt  was  appointed  to  be  a  head 
of  next  missive. 

27.  Anent  the  1 9th  and  23d  acts  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  Transporting 
ordained  '^  that  ane  exact  tryall  be  takin  be  the  haill  burrowis  that  the  saidis     ^^^^^ 
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barrellis  of  hering,  salmond,  and  whjt  fisch&s  be  exactlie  maid  according  to  the 
richt  jadge  and  measur  prescry vit  be  actis  of  parliament." 

28.  Remitted  to  the  next  particular  convention  to  consider  the  supplication 
'  of  John  Jameson,  "  flescheour  of  Edinburgh,  for  himself  and  in  name  of  his 

brethren  against  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  for  exacting  of  double  custome  for 
goodis  cuming  through  or  by  thair  burgh  when  no  mercat  is  maid  notwithstanding 
of  severall  decreitis  of  burro  wis  discharging  the  samyne." 

29.  Anent  the  complaint  of  Dumbarton  against  Glasgow  that  the  latter 
^'  does  cellar  thair  salt  in  wnfree  places  to  thair  prejudice  "  oixiained  the  commis- 
sioners of  Edinburgh,  Abirdein,  Lynlithgow,  Bruntilland,  and  Irving  "  to  speak 
with  both  pairties  befor  they  depairt  from  the  place  and  to  deall  to  compos  the 
bussienes." 

30.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  givin  in  to  them  be  the  burgh  of 
Dumfreis  craving  supplie  for  building  of  ane  new  church  in  thair  burgh, 
the  present  comissioneris  findis  that  they  ar  not  in  ane  capacitie  at  this 
tyme  but  that  supplication  thairanent  may  be  maid  to  the  counsall  of 
estait,  and  the  burrowis  that  sail  happin  to  be  present  to  concurr  and 
assist  them. 

31.  In  terms  of  a  supplication  of  the  merchants  of  Hadingtoun,  the  commis- 
sionei*s  ordained  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  Bruntilland  and  Dumbar, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  clerk,  to  meet  at  Haddingtoun  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  August  next,  for  settling  of  the  guildiy  of  the  burgh,  and  in  case  of  the  bai^h 
refusing,  to  exact  the  penalty  of  1000  merks  for  the  use  of  the  complainers. 

32.  Ordained  each  burgh  to  send  their  proportions  of  £80  to  be  givin  to  the 
burgh  of  Coupar  for  **  the  great  chairges  they  have  bein  at  in  wreating  and 
directing  of  tua  missives  in  anno  1650  and  1651." 

33.  Anent  the  18th  act  of  last  general  convention,  David  Wilkie  reported 
*'  that  they  had  spokin  with  the  Marqueis  of  Argyll  in  the  said  bussienes  but  had 
received  no  satisfactorie  ansuer  at  present,  therfoir  the  present  comissionem 
rocomendis  onything  that  is  farder  to  be  don  thairin  to  tbe  nixt  convention." 

34.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Tain  to  abide  from  general  and  par- 
ticular conventions  for  three  years. 

35.  The  clerk  reported  that  he  had  communicated  to  the  burgh  of  Perth  the 
third  act  of  last  particular  convention,  and  the  commissioners  discharged  the 
burgh  ''  frome  exacting  any  such  exorbitant  custome  heirefber  wndir  the  paine  of 
40  lib." 

13  July  1658. 

Brichaii.  36.   Anent  the  supplication  presentit  to  the  burrowis  be  the  burgh  of 

oomrnoniuidiB.  Brichane  against  the  ^Earle  of  Southesk  and  wther  gentlman,  wiolent  pos- 


Haddingtoun, 
gildrie. 


Coupar. 


Argyll,  burgh 
of  inuerara}'. 


Taino,  exemp- 
tion. 

Pearth,  cus- 
tome. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  473 

sessouris   of  thair  comoun  muir  and   comoun  landis,  notwithstanding  of  Edinburgh. 

seuerall  interuptionis  mad  be  thame,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  — : '— 

haue  recomendit  the  samyn  to  the  nixt  particular  convention,  and  ordaines  rsurperis  of 
the  burgh  of  Brichane  to  produce  thair  richtis  to  the  said  convention  to  oon^moniandis. 
be  sein  and  considert  be  thame,  and  in  the  meantyme  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Munros,  Abirdein  and  Arbroath  for  accomodatione  or 
at  least  may  suffer  the  burgh  of  Breichane  to  leid  ther  peitis  peaceablie 
this  present  yeir  wntill  thair  richtis  be  considdert  wpon. 

37.  Appointis  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Burghs  ap- 
Stirling,  Linlithgow,   Sanct  Androis,  Glasgow,  Air,   Bruntilland,  Irving,  p^ticuiar  con- 
Jedburgh,    Arbroath,    Dumfermling,    Dumbar,    Kirkcaldie,    Dumbartan,  ^®'*^o^- 
Quenisferrie,  Monros  and  Dysart,  and  elevin  to  be  ane  quorum,  to  meit 

and  convein  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  wpon  thair  advertisement  quhen 
they  sail  fynd  opportunitie  and  necessitie  requyring  the  samyn,  and  thair 
to  keip  ane  particular  convention  for  concluding  wpon  such  articles  of  the 
missive  and  wther  bussienes  mentionat  and  recomendit  to  tham  from  the 
generall  conventione  and  wpon  all  wther  emergent  effairis  that  sail  happin 
to  be  propondit  thairin  in  relation  to  the  estait  of  burrowis  and  to  be  im- 
powered  to  doe  everie  thing  anent  the  premissis  requisit. 

38.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  Nixt  conven- 
tion to  begin  at  Abirdein  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  next.  ^^^' 

39.  Ordained  the  agent  in  November  next  to  pay  to  the  "  maisseris  fourtie  MaUseris 
merkis  Scottis  quhich  is  thair  ordinar  allowance  to  thame."  ®^"* 

40.  Recommitted  to  the  particular  convention  to  settle  a  difference  between  the  Guthrie,agent, 
executrix  of  Alexander  Guthrie  and  the  agent  as  to  a  mistake  in  the  accounts. 

41.  Anent  the  supplication  presentit  to  the  burrowis  be  the  burgh  Visitation  of 
of  Taine  representing  the  povertie  of  thair  said  burgh  and  desyring  ane 
visitatioune  of  the  samyn  to  be  maid  be  thair  nightbouring  burghis  that 

the  present  condition  thairof  may  be  knowin  to  the  burrowis,  the  present 
comissioneris  appointis  the  burghis  of  Inuernes,  Elgin,  Forres,  and 
Naime  to  wisit  the  said  burgh  befoir  the  nixt  generall  convention  and  to 
report  the  conditione  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

42.  The  present  comissioneris  taking  to  thair  consideratioune  some  Coyning  of 
particularis  to  be  recomendit  to  the  particular  convention,  ordaines  the*^™®"* 
said  particular  conventione  tak  cair  first  that  forsameikle  as  ane  petitione 

to   this  convention  by  several!  merchandis  and  wtheris  for  vseing  thair 
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indevouris  with  the  supreme  auctorite  for  procuiring  ane  libertie  that  some 
quantitie  of  coper  coyn,  comonlie  called  turners,  be  coyned,  without  which 
great  prejudice  aryses  not  onlie  to  the  poor  bot  to  comerce  and  tread 
itselff,  thairfore  the  said  particular  conventione  to  considder  thairof  and 
to  doe  thairin  quhat  they  sail  think  expedient  and  to  report. 

43.  The  present  commissioneris  wpon  farder  consideratione  of  the  20 
act  of  this  present  convention  anent  the  proces  of  thertie  thousand  pund 
sterling,  finding  that  the  said  actione  may  requyr  considerabl  charges  to 
be  debursit,  recomendit  the  consideratioun  thairof  to  the  said  particular 
convention,  and  impowars  them  if  neid  be  to  tak  cours  and  give  ordour 
to  the  agent  to  fumisch  money  for  the  effect  foirsaid  and  to  do  everie 
thing  ather  befoir  the  severall  courtis  of  justice  or  befoir  his  Hienes  or 
parliament  at  Londone  which  they  sail  find  necessar  for  the  securing  of 
the  said  bussienes  and  to  report. 

44.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  be  craftis  of  Monros  desyring 
that,  conforme  to  ordour  of  wther  burghis,  deykins  of  craftis  may  be 
erected  within  thair  said  burgh  and  that  they  may  have  voice  in  thair 
counsall,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  thair 
said  supplicatione  they  have  thairfoir  recomendit  to  the  present  comis- 
sioner  frome  the  burgh  of  Monros  to  agree  with  the  saidis  craftis,  and  in 
caice  of  no  agreement  the  present  comissioneris  apointis  this  supplicatione 
to  be  appointit  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive,  and  the  saidis  magis- 
tratis  to  present  thair  chartour  to  the  said  generall  conventione. 


Edinburoh. 

18  January 
1659. 

Commissioners. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Milne  ;  Pearth, 
James  Dyke  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Haliburtoun  ;  Abirdein,  Mr  Robert 
Petrie  ;  Stirling,  James  Stewinson  ;  Linlithgow,  Androw  Glen  ;  St  Androis, 
Andrew  Carstairis  ;  Air,  William  Ouninghame ;  Dysart,  William  Symaon  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Munros,  Johnne  Riddill ;  Brunteilland,  Dauid 
Seatoune ;  Irving,  Mr  Robert  Barclay ;  Jedburgh,  Robert  Ker ; 
Dumbar,  Thomas  Purves ;  Arbroath,  John  Aikman ;  Glasgow,  Dum- 
fermling,  Dumbartane  and  Quinisferrie  {blank). 
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18  January  1659.  Edinburgh. 

•^  18  January 

1659 
1.  Sir  James  Stewart,  provost,  fii-st  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,   elected 


moderator.  Moderator. 

19  January  1659. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveined,  conforme  to  Burghis 
the  37  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione,  talking  to  thair  considera-  comoun 
tione  the  complaint  of  seuerall  adjacent  burrowis  who  wpon  all  occa-  ®^**''"* 
siounes  ar  called  to  attend  the  comoune  effairis  of  the  burrowis,  quhairby 

the  saidis  comissioneris  and  thair  burghis  ar  put  to  great  charges,  against 
all  equitie  and  reasone,  seing  the  buissienes  concernis  the  haill  burrowis 
in  generall,  thairfoir  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haue  thought  fitt 
to  recomend  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  that  quhair  any  burghis 
salbe  appointed  to  attend  at  Edinburgh  or  elsquhair  vpon  the  prosecu- 
tione  of  any  actione  quhairin  the  wholl  burrowis  ar  interessed,  that  thair 
may  be  ane  competent  allowance  modiefied  to  the  comissioneris  that 
salbe  appointed  to  attend  the  said  publict  bussienes  wpon  the  publick 
chairge  of  the  whole  burrowis  as  they  sail  think  expedient,  and  that  the 
said  generall  conventione  wold  tak  to  consideration e  that  some  allowance 
may  be  granted  to  thes  burrowis  who  haue  been  imployed  since  the  last 
generall  conventione  to  attend  the  oppositioune  of  the  action  intentit  be 
certan  personis  for  payment  of  the  sowme  of  thertie  thousand  pund  ster- 
ling off  the  wholl  natione  quhairof  the  burrowis  is  ane  considerabl 
member. 

20  January  1659. 

3.  Anent  the  23  act  of  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  anent  Coaii,  staple 

,«  .,  ,.  .,  .  11*  comoditie. 

the  reference  maid  to  this  particular  conventione  anent  the  taking  to 
thair  consideratione  the  establisching  of  coall  to  be  ane  staple  comoditie, 
with  severall  wtheris  paperis,  letteris,  and  instructionis  sent  to  the 
burrowis  be  Sir  Thomas  Cunynghame,  conservatour,  compeired  William 
Thomson,  generall  dark  to  the  saidis  burrowis,  and  presentit  ane  missive 
letter  direct  from  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Cuninghame  quhairin  is  contained 
severall  articles  and  proposellis  offered  be  the  said  Sir  Thomas  in  name 
of  the  coall  contracteris  in  Holland  to  the  coall  maisterls  of  this  natioune 
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in  relatione  to  the  agreement  for  establisching  of  coall  to  be  ane  staple 
comoditie  at  Campheir  and  bargaining  with  the  saidis  coall  maisteris  for 
buying  wp  of  the  whoU  coall  within  the  natione  for  ane  certane  number 
of  yearis,  as  specifiet  in  the  said  letter  and  many  wther  paperis  sent  be 
the  said  Sir  Thomas  to  severall  conventions  of  burrowis,  which  the  saidis 
comissioneris  haueing  considderit,  and  finding  the  opportunitie  of  ane 
meiting  of  the  coall  maisteris  presentlie  at  this  burgh,  thought  fitt  to 
appoint  Androw  Glen,  comissioner  for  Linlithgow,  and  Dauid  Seattoun 
for  Bruntilland  to  speik  with  the  saidis  coall  maisteris  now  con  veined  to 
know  thair  myndis  anent  the  establisching  of  coall   to  be  ane  staple 
comoditie  and  wpon  the  articles  and  proposellis   offered   to  seuerall   of 
thair  number  and  to  the  saidis  burrowis  by  the  said  conservatour  in  name 
foirsaid  ;    lykas   the  said  Androw  Glen   and   Dauid  Seatoun  went  and 
spoke  with  the  saidis  coalmaisteris  in  relation  to  the  said  bargane,  and 
having  maid  thair  report  thairanent,  they  doe  declair  that  they  fand  the 
coalmaisteris  altogether  dissatisfied  with  the  pryces  offered  for  thair  coallis 
in  the  saidis  paperis  and  haill  articles  thairin  contained  and  wer  nowayes 
resolwed  to  proceid  any  farder  in  the  said  bargane  in  respect  that  greater 
benefeit  is  offered  thame  by  wther  personis,  and  did  promeis  to  wreat  ane 
ansuer  to  the  said  conservatour  to  the  severall  letteris  sent  by  him  to 
thame  to  that  effect ;   but  becaus  they  wer  of  intentione  to  send  wp  one 
of  thair  awin  number  to  attend  the  parliament  at  Londone  in  relatione 
to  the  salt  bussienes  and  prejudices  lyk  to  be  Rusteaned  through   the 
heavie  impositionis  imposed  thairone,  to  whome  they  wold  recomend  to 
give  ane  moir  full  ansuer  by  word  nor  they  doe  intend  by  wreat  to  the 
said    conservatour  ;  which   report  of  the  said  Androw  Glen  and  Dauid 
Seatoun  the  present  commissioneris  doe  approve  and  ordaines  also  thair 
generall  dark   in  thair  names  to  wreat  to  the  said  conservatour  giving 
him  heartie  thankes  for  the  paines  and  cair  takin  be  him  in  the  said 
bussienes  frome  tyme  to  tyme  and  to  informe  him  of  the  cair  and  dilli- 
gence  done  be  the  saidis  burrowis  for  advancement  of  the  said  bargane 
but  could   not  prevaill  with   the  gentlmen  coalmaisteris,  without  whoe 
consent  and  concurrence  they  could  not  effectuat  bis  desyres,  and  that 
the  saidis  comissioneris  wer  informed  that  some  strangeris  and  wnfiree- 
men  wer  about  the  buying  wp  and  monopolizing  of  the  whole  coallis  of 
this  natione  from  the  saidis  coalmaisteris  by  the  negotiatione  and  undir 
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collour  of  some  Scottis  merchandis  who,   contrair  to  the   lawis  of  the  Edinburgh. 
nation,    thair  oathis  at  thair  admission  to  the   freedom   in  burgh,  and  i659. 


many  strick  actis  off  burrowis,  doe  traffique  with  wnfree  treaderis  and  Coaii,  sUpie 
does  collour  unfreemens  goodes  undir  collour  of  thair  owine  ;  for  remeid  <»°™*^***®- 
quhairof  the  present  comissioneris  ordaines  ilk  burgh  within  this  natione 
to  vs  exact  dilligence  in  trying  out  of  such  transgressoris  and  to  bring 
them  to  condigne  punischment  according  to  the  lawis  of  the  natione  and 
actis  of  burrowis  dischairging  the  samyn  and  the  agent  to  give  his  con- 
currence heiranent  if  he  sallbe  requyrit. 

4,  5.  Continued    the  matters  referred  to  in  the  40th  and  28th  acts  of  ^^s^^  lSi^**  ^"^' 
general  convention  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missive.  custom. 

6.  Anent   the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the   saids  comissioneris  of  ^®^'®!*' ***"" 
burrowis  be  Mr  Andrew  Hederweik  anent  the  diflference  in  the  electione  Couper. 

of  the  towne  clarke  of  Couper,  which  being  presentit  to  the  counsall  of 
estait  of  this  natione  and  wes  by  thame  remittit  to  the  convention  of 
burrowis  as  onlie  competent  judgis  in  such  caices  they  desyr  that  the 
decision  thairof  may  be  maid  be  the  generall  conventione  of  burrowis,  the 
present  comissioneris  taking  the  said  supplication,  with  his  Hienes  counsall 
thair  ordour  and  reference  to  thame,  have  thairfoir  ordained  the  said 
maitter  to  be  recomendit  to  the  decisione  of  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tione. 

7.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  saidis  commissioneris  of  Mcrchandia  of 
burrowis  be  Dauid  Fergusone,  merchand  in  Kirkcaldie,  for  himselff  and  contra  magU- 
in  name  of  the  traffiquing  merhcandis  of  the  said  burgh,  making  mention  *™*"* 

that  notwithstanding  of  the  ordour  set  doun  be  thes  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
who  wer  appointed  be  the  last  generall  conventione  of  burrowis  to  meit 
at  the  said  burgh  for  taking  away  all  difference  betuix  the  merchandis  and 
treadsmen  and  wtheris  of  the  said  burgh  anent  the  election  of  thair 
magistrat  and  constitution  of  thair  counsall  and  erection  of  ane  gildrie 
within  thair  burgh  conforme  to  thair  chartour  of  erectione,  which  wes 
accordinglie  performed  be  the  saidis  comissioneris  to  all  thair  content- 
mentis  ;  notwithstanding  some  seamen,  maltmen,  and  craftis  of  the 
said  burgh  proceidit  to  the  electione  of  thair  counsall  and  magistracie 
contrair  to  the  said  decisione,  and  that  for  remeid  thairof  and  stoping  of 
thair  inordinat  proceidingis  they  had  mad  applicatione  to  the  counsell  of 
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Edinburgh,  estait  who  acknowledging  the  burrowis  to  be  most  competent  judgis  have 
Id6».  remittit  the  samyn  to  thair  deceision,  as  thair  reference  heirwith  produced 

MerohandisoT  beares,  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considerit  the  said 
oon^m^-  supplication  with  the  reference  frome  the  counsall  of  estait,  they  have 
^»^  thairfoir  ordained  the  decisione  of  the  said  contraversie  to  be  maid  by  the 

nixt  generall  convention,  and  ordaines  thair   counsell  buik  with  wther 
paperis  and  protestation  is  neidfuU  be  produced  at  the  said  nixt  generall 
convention  that  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  may  tak  inspection 
thairof  and  to  determyn  accordinglie. 
Complaint,  8.  Anent  ane  supplication  presentit  to  the  saidis   comissioneris  be 

bartime  conti*  way  of  missive  letter  from  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane  against  the  burgh  of 
Gia^w,  par-  Glasgow,  as  also  be  the  burgh  of  Air  anent  the  election   of  thair  comis- 
sioner    to    attend    the    parliament    of   England     that    contrair    to    the 
ordour    of  such   electiones    they  had   called  the    voces    of   thair    whole 
counsall  when  they  ought  to  have  had  but  one  voice  as  wther  burgh  is 
had  who   payed   thair  proportionis   for  the  saidis   comissioner  his   man- 
tenance,  and  desyring    the    said  matter    might   be  takin  to   thair  con- 
sideration,    the    present    comissioneris    haveing    considderit   the   samyn 
have  recomendit  the  deceision  thairof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione 
of  burrowis. 
Montroflcontra         9.   Anent  the  complaint  givin  in  be  the  burgh   of  Montros  to  this 
Mearns.  present  conventione   against  the  schyr  of  the  Meamis  for  imposing  ces 

wpon  thair  fischingis  to  be  joyned  with  the  ces  of  that  schyr  contrair  to 
all  reason  and  equitie,  and  desyring  the  agents  assistance  anent  the  decyd- 
ing  of  that  contraversie  befoir  the  judg  ordinar  quhen  he  salbe  requyrit, 
the  present  comissioneris  considering  thair  desyr  to  be  most  reasonabl 
and  finding  it  thair  dewitie  to  be  assistent  to  any  burgh  within  thair 
incorporation  to  be  assistant  in  the  defence  of  thair  just  right,  and  thair- 
foir ordaines  thair  agent  to  assist  and  concurr  with  the  said  burgh  in  the 
prosecutione  of  the  said  difference  wpon  the  charges  of  the  said  burgh 
and  to  report. 
Report,  com-  10.  [The  Committee  appointed  by  the   2  2d  act  of  last  general  con- 

SphSiSanis.  vention  presented  the  following  report:]  To  the  richt  honorabill  the  com- 
missioneris  of  burrowis  presentlie  conveined  in  the  particular  conventione, 
the  report  of  the  comittee  appointit  to  consider  and  transact  anent  the 
patent  of  the  colledg  of  phisitianes,  confoiine  to  the  22  act  of  the  last 
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generall  conventione  of  burrowis  at  Edinburgh  in  July  last  j"  vj*^  fyftie  aucht  ^iwBtmoH- 
yeiris.   Wee  have  receaved  ane  draught  of  ane  patent  frome  Doctoris  Robert  1659. 


Cuninghame  and  Dauid  Hay  haveing  comissione  frome  severall  wtheris  of  Report,  com- 
thair  professioune  in  name  and  behalflf  of  thame  and  thair  successouris  within  ^iSiiiSiSm* 
the  boundis  contained  within  the  patent,  and  haveing  red  and  considered 
the  samen,  our  oppinioun  is  that  the  liberties  and  privilegis  of  the  bur- 
rowis, vniversities,  chyrurgaines  and  appothecarries  ar  not  thairby  pre- 
judgit,  and  thairfoir  haue  consentit  according  to  the  power  grantit  be  ws 
by  the  said  act  of  the  last  generall  convention  of  burrowis  that  the  said 
new  patent  in  the  tearmes  and  word  is  as  it  is  now  conceaved  and 
deposited  in  the  handis  of  William  Thomsone,  thair  general  dark,  may 
be  presentit  to  the  richt  honorabill  his  Heighnes  counsall  of  Scotland  to  be 
by  them  approvin  and  recomendit  to  his  Hienes  and  his  counsall  of 
England  and  if  neid  beis  to  the  honorabill  parliament  thair  conveined,  to 
be  by  them  ratefied  and  confirmed  according  to  the  desyr  of  our  petitioun 
joyntlie  subscryued  be  the  saidis  doctoris  of  physick  professouris  of  the 
vniversitie  of  Edinburgh  and  wtheris  concerned  with  vs  subscryveris 
heirof,  who  think  it  just  and  reasonable  that  the  said  new  patent  pas  as  said 
is,  provydiug  alwaies  the  first  old  patent  be  renunced,  cancelled,  and 
annulled,  in  which  caice  it  will  be  fitt  and  expedient  that  the  honorabill 
commissioneris  of  burrowis  give  warrant  and  comissione  to  thair  comis- 
sioneris  that  ar  to  attend  the  parliament  in  England,  and  to  the  said 
William  Thomsone  to  endevour  heir  and  at  Londoun  that  by  the 
supream  authoritie  the  said  new  patent  may  be  confirmed  and  ratefied 
and  only  to  stand  in  force  and  vigour,  and  all  former  patentis  to 
be  maid  null  and  of  no  efiect.  Whilk  report  being  read  and  weill 
considerit  be  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  they  do  approw 
of  the  samyne  and  ordain  es  the  samyn  to  be  recomendit  to  the  comis- 
sioneris for  the  burrowis  that  ar  to  attend  the  parliament  to  obteane  the 
said  new  patent  ratefied  and  coofirmed  in  parliament  and  the  old  patent 
cancelled. 

11.  Appointed  a  particular  convention   to  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  beginning  particular  con- 
on  Tuesday,  8th  March  next.  Tentione. 

12.  The   present   comissioneris   of  burrowis  ordaines  John  Marjori- Copper  cojd«. 
bankis   and  Thomas  Kincaid  for  Edinburgh,  the  comissioneris  of  Abir- 
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Edinburgh,  dein,  Linlithgow,  Air  and  Bnintilland  to  repair  to  Dalkeith  to  the  Lord 
1659^°"^*^^  Generall  Monk  to  crave  his  lordship's  concurrence  and  recomendation  to 
Copper  coyne.  ^^^  parliament  in  England  for  obteining  ane  licence  for  coyning  of  ane 
certane  quantitie  of  copper-money  for  the  caussis  mentionat  in  tua  seve- 
rall  petitions  presentit  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  be  Sir  John  Falconer, 
mintmaster,  the  one  be  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  another  be  the 
gentrie  of  the  natione ;  lyk  as  the  saidis  comissioneris  having  gone  to 
Dalkeyth  and  representit  to  the  generall  the  desyr  of  the  burrowis  which 
wes  that  the  lord  generall  wold  recomend  to  the  counsall  of  estait  or  to 
the  present  parliament  that  ane  certane  quantitie  of  copper  coyne  may  be 
coyned  quho  wes  willing  to  go  alongis  with  the  saidis  burghis  in  thair  just 
desyris  they  desyring  the  samyn  of  him  be  way  of  supplicatione  or  mis- 
sive letter,  which  the  saidis  burrowis  having  takin  into  consideratione  the 
good  and  disadvantag  of  the  said  matter,  they  have  thocht  fit  to  continew 
any  farder  acting  in  the  said  mater  till  the  nixt  ensueing  particular  conven- 
tione,  and  in  the  meantime  did  recomend  to  Sir  John  Falconer  to  deall 
with  the  gentlemen  of  the  schyres  to  be  assistent  to  the  burrowis  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  said  matter  quhairin  they  assured  him  they  wold  not 
be  wanting. 

Agent  at  Lon-  1  3.  Ordained  the  commissioner  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  agent,  to  give  in  to 

douu.  next  particular  convention  a  satisfactory  account  as  to  whether  or  not  George 

Downing  had  agreed  to  agent  the  burgh's  affairs  in  London,  and  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  money  sent  to  him  conform  to  the  4th  act  of  the  particular  con- 
vention held  in  December  1657. 


kdinbijroh  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

8  March  lb59.  ' 

(Ominissioijcrs.  Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Milne  ;  Pearth, 
Patrick  Threipland  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Haliburtoun ;  Stirling,  Duncan 
Nairne  ;  Lynlithgow,  Andrew  Glen  ;  Glasgow,  James  Pollocke ;  Kirkcaldie, 
Johne  Whyt ;  Bruntilland,  David  Seatoun  ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker  ; 
Dumbar,  James  Kellie ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ;  Abirdein,  St 
Androis,  Air,  Dysart,  Monros,  Irving,  Jedburgh,  Dumbartane  and 
Arbroath  (blank). 
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8  March  1659.  ??I^'°^???;« 

8  March  16^.9. 


1.  Sir  James  Stewart,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator, 
moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  ap|x>iDted  to  be  from  eight  till  twelve  and  from  three  Meitingi. 
till  six.     Same  regulations  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting  as  at  last 
general  convention. 

3.  Eeferring  to  the  1 3th  act  of  last  particular  convention,  the  agent  reported  A^^ent  at 
that  the  sum  of  £2000  had  not  been  paid  to  George  Downing  "  in  respect  of  his  London- 
absence  furth  of  the  Islle  of  Breatane  ;  and  because  it  is  not  knowin  whither  the 
commission  wes  deljverit  to  the  said  Mr  George  Downing  or  not  the  commis- 
sioneris  ordanis  the  commissioneris  of  Edinburgh  with  the  clerk  to  wreat  to  Sir 
Androw  Eamsaj  to  know  how  he  hes  disposit  wpon  the  said  comission  and  crave 

his  advyce  anent  the  samyne." 

4.  Eeferring  to  the  1 0th  act  of  last  particular  convention,  the  commissioners  Patent, 

"  thought  fit  that  the  said  patent  be  insert  in  thair  generall  register  to  remane  pl"^ci*n>«« 
for  ever  and  thairfoir  ordanis  the  samyn  to  be  done."     Here  follows  the  patent 
by  '*  EiCHART,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Comonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Irland,  and  the  dominions  thairto  belonging,"  in  &vor  of  the  college  of  physicians 
of  Edinbui^h. 

10  March  1659. 

5.  The  commissioners  having  received  another  supplication  of  the  merchants  of  Supplication, 
Kirkcaldie,  complaining  that  notwithstanding  the  proceedings  taken  regarding  ^"*^"^<*>®- 
the  constitution  of  the  council  and  guildry,  the  present  magistrates,  without 

advice  of  the  seamen  and  merchants,  admit  '*  such  personis  to  the  freedome  of 
thair  gildrie  vpon  verie  easie  conditionis  who  ar  moir  prejudiciall  to  the  weall  of 
the  bui-gh  nor  advantagious,  with  severall  wtheris  informalities  committed  be 
thame,"  appointed  the  supplication  to  be  considered  along  with  the  previous  one 
at  next  general  convention,  and  ordained  the  clerk  to  intreat  the  magistrates  to 
keep  peace  and  unitie  in  the  burgh  in  the  meantime. 

6.  Supplications  were  presented  by  (1)  the  burgh  of  Culros  complaining  that  Supplioationet, 
contrary  to  the  order  for  settlement  of  the  guildry  and  constitution  of  the  council,  ^5^** 

the  magistrates  admit  unfree  persons,  strangers,  scholars,  and  boys  as  burgesses 
and  guild  brethren,  and  commit  other  informalities ;  and  (2)  the  burgh  of  Lan- 
rick  complaining  that  contrary  to  ancient  custom  '*  the  present  magistratis  con- 
sisting of  four  or  fyve  leading  personis  does  inhaunce  the  whole  government  of 
the  burgh  in  thair  owin  personis,  secluding  altogether  the  treadsmen  frome 
haueing  any  power  in  the  government,  contrair  to  the  constitutione  of  burrowis." 
The  commissionei's  appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Glasgow,  Kirk- 
caldie, Bruntilland,  and  Durofermling  to  meet  in  April  next  "  and  to  labour  by 

3  P 
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Kdinbukoh.      all  the  uieanis  the  composing  of  all  differences  betuix  magistratis,  merchandis, 
10  March  1629.  ^^^  treadsmen  within  the  respectiue  burghis,"  and  ordained  the  clerk  to  warn 
the  coroplainers  to  be  present. 

Suppiicatione,  7.  Anent   the  supplication   presentit  to  this  present  convention  of 

tiu^SwsmJn.  burrowis  be  James  Pollock,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  wpon 
ane  referrence  frome  the  counsall  of  estaitts  to  the  nixt  general!  conven- 
tion of  burrowis  anent  the  decisione  of  the  diflFerence  betuixt  Walter 
Neilsone,  lait  baillie  of  Glasgow,  and  Manasses  Lyll,  on  the  ane  pairt, 
and  certane  treadsmen  of  fyve  corporationis  of  the  said  burgh,  on  the 
wther  pairt,  anent  severall  injuries  alledgit  done  be  the  saidis  treadsmen 
to  the  said  Walter  Neilson  and  Manasseth  Lyll  ....  ordanis  thair 
dark  to  cite  both  the  saidis  pairties  to  appear  befoir  the  nixt  generall 
convention  that  the  diflFerence  betuixt  thame  may  be  takin  by  thame  in 
consideratione  and  determined  thairin  as  they  sail  think  fitt. 

11  March  1659. 
ius»tnictioiiU,  8.      The  present  comissioneris  now  conveined,  taking  to  consideratione 

•      •  • 

at  Londoun!"  *^®  pressing  burdingis  this  natione  with  the  estait  of  burrowis  lyeth  wndir 
and  the  great  decay  of  tread  which  wes  the  meane  of  thair  subsistence, 
haue  thoucht  fit  to  recomcnd  to  thair  comissioneris  representing  the  bur- 
rowis at  Londoun  the  instructionis  following  to  be  tendered  to  the  said 
parliament  and  the  granting  thairof  humblie  pressed  (to  witt). 

(1.)  That  the  lessening  of  the  ces  of  Scotland  may  be  pressed  in 
respect  of  the  great  disproportione  betuix  thame  and  Ingland  by  the  act 
of  assessment  in  anno  1G57,  as  may  evidentlie  appeare  by  the  adjacent 
counties  and  burghis  of  England  being  compaired  with  the  schyris  and 
burghis  of  Scotland. 

(2.)  That  the  Scottis  goodis  that  hes  bein  in  vs  to  be  transported 
furth  of  the  natione,  such  as  skyn,  hyd,  and  wooll,  and  wther  staple  goodis 
of  the  land,  may  be  transported  as  formerlie  for  some  certan  tyme  wntill 
manufactories  be  set  upe  within  the  natione. 

(3.)  The  coyning  of  ane  certan  quantitie  of  copper  coyne  in  the 
natione,  not  exceiding  the  value  of  fyve  thousand  pund  sterling,  may  be 
desyred,  and  that  Sir  John  Falconer  be  the  coyner  thairof,  and  each  turner 
to  be  tlie  weight  of  ane  drop  and  ane  halflF. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  483 

(4.)  The  heavie  prejudice  susteaned  be  the  burrowis  by  the  dry  and  ^?ijf®^?^'lr. 
locall   quarteringis  of  souldiouris,  quhairof  the  schyris  ar  free,  which  is  — — r^~~   " 
heavier  to  the  burgh  is  then  thair  ces,  may  be  representit  to  his  Hienes  comissioneris 
and  parliament  and  some  redres  had  thairanent. 

(5.)  That  the  sending  home  of  the  register  is  with  wther  wreatis  and 
proces  which  conduces  much  for  the  weall  of  the  natione  and  ar  in  danger 
now  in  lossing  may  be  pressed,  and  ane  letter  to  be  wreatin  to  the  dark 
register  for  that  effect. 

(6.)  That  the  passing  of  the  patent  of  the  college  of  physicianis  and 
confirmatione  thairof  may  be  endevoured  be  thair  comissioneris. 

(7.)  That  quhairas  the  commissioneris  of  his  Heighnes  exchequer  in 
Scotland  haue  of  lait  comissionat  James  Cuninghame,  gentleman,  to 
persew  all  personis  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  buyaris  of  wictuall,  who  have 
exacted  ane  pect  to  the  boll  of  comes  more  nor  the  strict  measour,  which 
may  prove  ane  heavier  exactione  to  the  people  aspeciallie  the  transgression 
being  don  thir  many  yeiris  bypast,  that  thairfoir  his  Hienes  according  to 
the  laudable  custome  of  his  predicessouris  may  be  moved  to  remitt  the 
said  penall  statut  and  to  recall  the  said  patent  with  such  wther  penall 
statutis  as  his  Hienes  sail  think  fit.  And  thairfoir  ordaines  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  and  thair  dark  to  send  wp  thes  instructionis  to  thair  saidis 
comissioneris  with  such  valid  reasonis  for  obteaning  the  granting  thairof  as 
they  sail  think  expedient. 

12  March  1659. 

9.  The  present  comissioneris  taking  to  consideration  the  damnage  the  Barclay,  anent 
burrowis  ar  in  by  the  persuit  of  the  thertie  thousand  pund  sterling  per-  *  * 
sewed  by  some  noblemen  and  wthers  who  have  payed  the  publict  debt  to 
be  levied  oflF  the  natione,  which  the  generall  conventione  did  find  them- 
selves oblidged  to  oppose  by  thair  act  of  dait  the  [1 3]  day  of  July  last, 
and  now  being  informed  that  at  the  nixt  sessione  it  is  probable  the 
bussienes  may  be  discussed  befoir  the  judgis  to  thair  great  prejudice 
except  cours  be  takin  to  procuir  from  his  Hienes  and  parliament  some 
warrant  for  interrupting  the  said  proces,  and  wndirstanding  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  severall  schyris  haue  maid  choyse  of  CoUonell  Dauid 
Barclay  to  repair  to  London  for  that  effect ;  and  the   commissioneris 


i; 
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Edikbukoh.     being  weall  satisfied  with  the  fidelitie  and  abilitie  of  the  said  gentleman 

12  Btorch  1659.  j-^Qu^urred  in  his  election  and  impowered  him  to  act  for  the  burghis, 

allowing  him  £50  sterling  as  their  proportion  of  his  charges]. 

Ag«nt,  X1600.  10.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  send  to  next  general  convention  their  shares  of 

£1000  Scots  disbursed  by  the  agent  and  of  £50  sterling  advanced  to  Colonel 
Barclay,  confonii  to  the  preceding  act. 
Coall,  salt,  11.  The  commissioners  having  had  under  consideration  the  matter  of  trans- 

buik  of  raitiB.  parting  coal  and  salt,  and  the  "  great  suffering  by  the  alteratione  of  the  buik  of 
raitis  for  customes  off  goodis  exported  and  imported,  quhairof  the  saidis  burrowis 
ar  not  clear  quhat  way  to  proceid  thairin  at  present,"  agreed  that  the  same  be 
considered  at  next  general  convention. 


edisburoh  Meeting  of  Committee,  appointed  by  6th  act  of  last 

6  April  1669.  '^     '^^  *'  " 

Particular  Convention^  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Commiasionen.  Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Kirkfield,  knight,  provost,  Dauid 
Wilkie,  dein  of  gild,  John  Milne,  maister  meason,  and  Thomas  Kincaid, 
chyrurgian  ;  Dauid  Seatoun  for  Bruntilland  ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker. 

6  April  1659. 

Cuiroe,  ["^^  committee  appointed  by  the  6th  act  of  last  particular  convention 

guiidry.  as  to  the  Constitution  of  the  magistrates,  council,  and  guildry  in   the 

burgh  of  Culros]  conveined  and  haue  called  befoir  thame  the  magistratis  of 
Culros,  at  least  thes  representing  thame,  as  also  those  representing  the  mer- 
chandis  of  the  said  burgh,  and  did  willinglie  both  of  thame  subscryve  ane 
submission  to  stand  to  the  decreit  arbitrall  pronuncit  be  thame  anent  the 
regulating  of  thair  gildrie  in  the  said  burgh,  who  acceptit  of  the  said  sub- 
missione  and  gaue  out  thair  decreit  arbitrall  wpon  the  back  thairof, 
which  submissione  the  said  comittie,  with  the  said  decreit  arbitrall,  to- 
gither  with  that  act  maid  be  the  comitie  at  Culros  the  first  of  September 
1658  yeiris  anent  the  constitution  of  thair  magistratis  and  counsall,  they 
ordaine  to  be  insert  in  the  generall  register  of  burrowis,  and  ane  extract 
of  the  submissione   and   decreit  arbitrall  vpon  the  back  thairof  to  be 
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givin  out  to  both  parties  be  thair  generall  clark  of  the  quhilk  the  tenor  g^2?i659 
follows  : — 


Culros, 
guildry. 

The  act  above  mentioned,  dated  1  September  1658,  bears  that  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  [14]  act  of  last  generall  convention  after  mature  delibera- 
tion had  thought  fit  that  the  town  council  should  consist  of  nineteen  persons, 
twelve  merchants  and  seven  craftsmen.  Of  the  craftsmen  five  to  be  deacons  of 
crafts  and  all  to  be  chosen  by  the  council  yearly  ;  one  bailie  to  be  chosen  out  of 
the  seven  craftsmen,  and  the  other  magistrates  out  of  the  twelve  merchants. 
The  commissioners  recommend  the  magistrates  at  next  election  to  choose  a  dean  of 
gild  and  his  council,  the  dean  to  be  one  of  the  twelve  merchants,  and  his  council 
to  consist  of  four  guild  bi^ethren. 

In  the  submission,  "  both  pairties  submitt  all  differences  betuixt  thame  anent 
tlie  constitutione  of  thair  counsall  and  regulation  of  thair  gildrie  to  the  deter- 
minatione  and  decisione  of  the  right  honorabill  Sir  James  Stewart "  and  other 
commissioners  above  named. 

By  the  decreet  arbitral  it  is  ordained — 

First,  That  at  the  nixt  election  of  thair  magistratis  and  counsall,  and 
in  all  tyme  coming  non  be  chosen  nor  electit  dein  of  gild  within  the  said 
burgh  of  Culros  but  such  as  ar  or  hes  bein  actuall  trafiiqueing  merchandis. 
SecoTidlie.  That  the  dein  of  gild  his  counsall  consisting  of  four  persones,  with 
the  dein  of  gild  himselff,  making  wp  fyve  in  all,  tua  of  the  said  number 
besyd  the  dein  of  gild  himself  be  actuall  traffiqueing  merchandis  and  one 
ane  trafiiqueing  or  land  treader  or  seaman  and  one  ane  craftisman. 
Thirdlie.  That  for  the  spaice  of  three  yeiris  following  the  saidis  tua 
traffiqueing  merchandis  salbe  of  the  number  of  thes  who  have  beine  most 
instrumentall  in  obteaning  of  the  gildrie  to  be  erectit  within  the  said 
burgh,  they  ar  to  say  William  Bum,  Williame  Adame,  William  Drysdaill, 
James  and  William  Craikis,  Alexander  M*Kie,  John  Williamsone,  Robert 
Burne  and  John  Robertsone.  Fourthlie.  That,  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  present  diflference  and  better  regulating  of  thair  gild  court,  William 
Bum  and  William  Adam,  merchandis,  be  admittit  and  establisched  tua  of 
the  gild  counsall  in  plaice  of  John  Bmice  and  Henry  Smeatoun  for  this  pre- 
sent year  betuixt  and  the  tuentie  fyft  day  of  Aprill  instant. 

It  is  also  ordained  (6)  that  the  present  dean  of  guild  pay  out  of  the  guildry 
entry  dues  £10  "to  persones  persewaris  of  the  erection  of  the  gildrie ;"  (7)  that 
those  already  admitted  to  the  giiildry  or  who  shall  be  admitted   before  first 
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Edinburgh. 
6  April  1659. 

Culros, 
guildry. 


October,  who  were  formerly  burgesses  or  having  right  thereto  by  deceased 
parents,  shall  pay  for  such  admission  £3  Scx>ts,  and  those  burgesses  not  claiming 
the  benefits  of  the  guildry  before  Ist  October  to  pay  as  strangers,  except  they  he 
abroad  on  necessary  business  or  be  in  minority  ;  and  (8)  that  all  strangers  and 
other  unfree  persons  to  pay  for  their  admission  ^j  merks  Soots. 


Edinburgh. 
13  July  1659. 


Moderator. 


Practicts  of 
the  maritime 
lawis. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  Dauid  Wilkie,  John  Milne  ;  Dundie, 
Alexander  Haliburtoun ;  Abirdein,  Mr  Alexander  Skeyne ;  Stirling, 
James  Stevinson  ;  Linlithgow,  James  Glen  ;  St  Androis,  Androw  Car- 
stairs  ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakinschaw  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ; 
Dysart,  Dauid  Symsone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Monrose,  Jobu 
Auchterlownie  ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Scott ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid 
Seatoun ;  Kinghorne,  Johne  Boswall  ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ; 
Culros,  John  Burnsyd  ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;  Pearth,  Air, 
Coupar,  Irving,  Anstruther  Wester,  Dumbartane,  Dumbar,  Arbroath  and 
Caraill  (blank) 

13  July  1659. 

1.  Sir  James  Stewart,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected 
moderator. 

14  July  1G59. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera- 
tione  the  manifold  diflBculties  that  daylie  fall  out  in  thir  dangerous  tymes 
in  the  sea  effairis  and  privilegis  of  this  natione  in  relation  thairto,  and  of 
the  great  obscuritie  that  they  ly  undir  in  thes  eflfairis,  and  considdering 
that  Mr  James  Robertoun,  late  admirall  deput,  is  not  onlie  ane  man  of 
singular  learning  but  especiallie  most  knowing  in  the  maritime  ef&iris, 
and  that  he  hes  many  paperis  and  collectionis  of  his  owin  which  if  they 
were  digestit  in  ane  volume  might  be  oflF  great  vs  to  this  natione  in  general] 
and  to  the  estait  of  burrowis  in  particular,  thairfoir  the  present  comis- 
sioneris thinks  necessar  and  convenient  that  Mr  James  Robertoun  have  a 
publict  invitatione  from  the  burrowis  for  wndertaking  and  prosecuting  of 
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the  said  work,  and  thairfoir  appointis   the  provests  of  Edinburgh,  Glas-  Haddington. 

gow,  Linlithgow  and  Stirling,  with  such  wtheris  to  accompanie  thame  as  ILZ L 

they  or  thair  burghs  sail  think  fitt,  to  repair  to  the  said  James  Rober-  themw-itime 

toun and  to  give  him  ane  publict   invitatioune  in  name  of  the  ^^®* 

saidis  burrowis  for  wndertaking  of  the  said  Avorke  as  said  is  with  all 
expeditioun  he  convenientlie  can  .  .  .  and  ordaines  the  dark  to  wreat 
a  lettere  of  incuradgement  to  him  and  that  the  burrowis  will  no  doubt 
gratifie  him  according  to  the  merit  of  the  work. 


3.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  conveined  and  haveing  ^^[SVj^r 
heard  the  report  of  Sir  James  Stewart,  present  provest  and  comissioner  within  thir 

^  *■  ^  watens  be 


ti 

for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  anent  the  great  misdemanour  of  ane  Dauid  Coustoun. 
Coustoun  pretending  to  haue  a  comissione  from  the  King  of  Swaden  to 
apprehend  and  seaze  wpon  all  sorts  of  Duch  wessellis  and   schippis   and 
mak  prize  of  thame  to  the  vs  of  the  croune  of  Suaden,  who  upon  Fryday 
was   a   sevint  night,  being  the  first  of  Julij   instant,  with   ane   certane 
number  of  seamen  to  the  number  of  tuentie  or  thairby,  tak  ane  Scottis 
boat  furth    of  the   herberie   of  Leyth   and    went   aboard  of  tuo   Dutch 
wessellis  lying   near  Inchkeyth,   being  within   our  watteris,  and,   under 
pretext  of  publict  search eris  to  the  estait,  seazed  vpon  the  tuo  schippis 
and  caried  them  away  as  pryzes,  wpon  notice  quhairof  the  magistratis  of 
Edinburgh  did  persew  efter  the  said  Dauid  Coustoun  and  sent  severall  of 
thair   number   to   Dalketh  and  procuired   frome   the   lord   generall   ane 
warrant  to  the  magistratis  of  the  burgh  of  Monros  to  sease  wpon  the  tuo 
Dutch   schippis   lying  as  they  wer  informed   in  or  near  thair  harbour, 
appointed  ane  comittie  of  thair  nychtbouris  for  defence  or  prosecution  of 
the  said  bussienes  befoir  the  comissioneris  at  Leyth,  to  quhom  the  lord 
generall  had  remittit  the  petitione  of  the  Dutch  schipmasteris  and  the 
whole  alledgances  of  both  the  pairties  to  be  examined  and  to  report,  and 
had   further  givin  ane  call  to  the  present  convention  for  thair  advyce 
and  assistance   in  what   salbe  further  done   in  the  said  bussienes  ;  the 
present   comissioneris    doe   approve*  the   report   and   acknowledge   thair 
obligation  and  thankfulnes  to  the  provest  and  magistratis  of  Edinburg 
for  thair  dilligence  and  cair  in  the  bussienes,  being  of  so  publict  concern- 
ment, and  appointis  the  present  comissioneris  of  Abirdein,  Dundie,  Had- 
dingtoun,  Bruntilland,  Kirkcaldie  aud  Anstruther  Ester,  with  such  as  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  sail  appoint,  to  repair  to  Leyth  tomorrow  being  the 
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Edinburgh. 
14  July  1659. 

Dutch  BchipU 
maid  prvse 
within  tnir 
wateris  be 
Coustoun. 


Commission 
Col.  Barclay. 


day  appoyntit  for  tryell  of  the  bussienes  befoir  the  comis.sioncris  thair, 
and  to  represent  to  the  saidis  comissioneris  the  caire  of  the  bussienes, 
prejudices  and  dangeris  may  follow  thairwpon,  and  to  do  everie  thing  els 
that  they  in  thair  discretioun  sail  think  fit,  and  to  tak  allong  with  them 
some  able  advocatis  for  thair  assistance,  and  ordanis  the  agent  to  concure 
with  them  and  to  debars  what  chairgis  hes  bein  or  salbe  spent  in  the  prosecu- 
tione  of  the  said  bussienes,  to  be  repayit  be  the  burrowis,  quhairanent  thir 
presentis  salbe  his  warrant;  with  power  to  the  saidis  commissioneris  that  go 
to  Leyth  to  elect  so  many  of  thair  number  as  they  sail  think  fit  to  repair  to 
Dalkeyth  to  report  to  the  generall  quhat  hes  past  in  the  said  bussienes  ; 
and  withall  to  report  to  him  the  low  conditione  of  the  burrowis  and  imposi- 
tioune  for  advanceing  of  ane  yearis  ces  togither  and  to  report ;  and  as 
occasion  semes  to  supplicat  ather  the  generall  or  parliament. 

4.  Colonel  David  Barclay,  who  was  by  the  9th  act  of  the  particular  conven- 
tione  in  March  last,  commissioned  for  the  defence  before  parliament  of  the  pay- 
ment of  £30,000,  having  desired  his  commission  renewed  *Mn  respect  of  the 
alteration  of  the  government,"  the  commissioners  delayed  doing  so  till  informed 
of  the  resolution  of  the  shires. 


5.  The  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  takin  to  considera- 


Dilligenoe, 
deins  of  gild 

against  unfreo  tion  the  report  of  the  comittie  in  relation  to  ane  paper  presentit  be  some 

treadderis  .  r   r       r 

merchandis  of  Edinburgh  against  wnfree  treadderis  and  wther  expedientis 
concerning  tread,  think  fit  in  respect  thair  hathe  bein  great  neglect  in  the 
deins  of  gild  and  thair  counsallis  in  the  respective  burghs  in  prosecuting 
and  punisching  wnfree  treaderis  within  thair  respectiue  boundis  in  tymes 
bypast,  that  thairfoir  the  deanes  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Stirling, 
Glasgow,  Hadingtoun,  Dumfermling,  and  Culros,  with  wtheris  burghis  in 
Fyf,  doe  from  henceforth  keip  a  correspondence  and  concurr  in  prosecu- 
tion of  the  said  bussienes,  and  for  that  effect  the  denis  of  gild  foirsaid 
doe  meit  at  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  on  the  first  Tysday  of  August  next 
and  thair  tak  ane  mor  strick  cognitione  of  thes  disorderis,  and  haveing 
maid  ane  mutuall  report  thairefber  to  consider  of  and  conclud  wpon  such 
courses  as  may  be  most  effectuall  for  remeid  thairof,  and  to  report  frome 
tyme  to  tyme  thair  subsequent  meitingis,  and  Edinburgh  to  beconveinar, 
and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  particular  or  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis. 
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G.   Auent   the   suppHcatione  presentit   to   the   burrowis  by    Robert  ??j^?^^ 
Spence,  nephew  to  the  deceist  Mr  Robert  Johnstoun  esqueir,  citizen  at  - — — 
London,  representing  his  meine  and  low  condition  and  his  inabilitie  for  bavid  S] 
intertainment  of  his  children  and  familie  occasioned  by  the  breaking  of  ,^  ®  ^ 
Robert  Inglis,  late  factor  at  London,  in  whois  handis  the  sowme  of  500 
pund  sterline  wes  left  be  his  uncle  towardis  his  provision  and  mantinance, 
by   the  annualrent   thairof  or  any  wther  maner   of  way  could  be  best 
devysed,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideration  the 
present  supplication,  and  considering  that  the  said  Mr  Robert  Johnstoun, 
his   uncle,  hes  bein  beneficiare  to  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,   Glasgow, 
Kirkcudbricht,  Dundie,  Abirdeine,  Dumfreis,  by  leiving  of  considerable 
legacies  to  thair  comoun  pious  workis,  have  ordained  the  dark  in  thair 
names    to    wreat   ane   particular   letter   to    the    aboue    writtin    burrows 
recomending   to   thame   the  necessitie  of  the   supplicant  and  eamestlie 
desyriug  the  saidis  burrowis  wold  tak  it  to  consideration  and  wold  allow 
him  the  sowme  of  40  lib.  sterling  per  annum  towardis  his  mantenance 
which  is  the  just  yeirlie  annual-rent  of  500  lib.  sterling  which  wes  the 
stock  left  be  his  uncle  to  him,  ilk  burgh  according  to  the  proportion  of 
the  legacie  left  to  them  for  thair  pious  workis. 

15  July  1659. 

7.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideratione  ane  EiectioDe 
suppHcatione  presentit  be  George  Smyth,  merchand,  burges  of  Monros,  SooSir^ 
bearing  that  ane  wnhappie  difference  is  arysin  betuixt  certane  memberis 
of  thair  counsall  and  wther  considerable  nightbouris  of  that  burgh  in  the 
mater  of  the  priviledge  of  the  deykins  in  the  leiting  and  electing  of  thair 
magistratis,  the  present  comissioneris  think  fit  that  seeing  in  obedience 
to  ane  lait  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  the  magistratis  had  maid 
ane  agreement  with  the  treadis  in  erecting  ane  deaconrie  in  the  said 
burgh,  and  giving  of  them  priviledge  in  the  election  of  thair  magistratis, 
nevertheles  quhairof  some  of  the  nychtbouris  ar  not  satisfied  with  the 
saidis  proceidingis  in  respect  that  all  the  deconis  have  voyce  alsweall  in 
leiting  as  electing  of  magistratis,  the  comissioneris  ordaines  thair  clerk  to 
wreat  ane  letter  to  thair  magistratis  and  counsall  whairin  he  is  to  schew 
thame  thiit  it  is  thair  opinion,  advyce,  and  recomendatione  that  they  con- 

3  Q 
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Edikburgh.     tinew  in  the  good  agreement  which  allreddie  they  have  begun  in  the 

— ^ '—  mater  of  the  electione  of  thair  deaconis,  but  that  they  forbear  to  admitt 

mugistratis  of  any  moir  of  the  deaconis  in  the  leyting  except  so  many  of  thame  as  ar 

Munros.  ordinarlie  sitting  in  counsall,  which  they  ar  informed  are  three  in  number, 

and  that  non  moir  have  voice  in  leyting  till  the  nixt  general!  conventaone 

declair  thair  thoughtis  and  give  thair  sentence  who  sail  woice  in  making 

of  the  leitis. 

Prices  against  8.   The  trial  of  the  process  against  Coustoun  mentioned  in  the  third  act  of  this 

iJ'^^h*"^'        convention  having  been  delayed  till  Monday  next,  the  commissioners  ordained 
pis.  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with  such  other  neighbouring  burghs  as  they  shall  find 

necessary,  to  prosecute  the  process  for  the  public  interest  of  the  whole  burghs. 


Edinburgh.  PARTICULAR  CONVENTION,  held  Ot  EDINBURGH. 

31  January  ' 

1660. 

Commissioners.  Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  Robert  Murray,  James  Borthwick  ; 
Pearth,  Mr  John  Paterson ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Haliburtoun ;  Abirdein 
Alexander  Alexander ;  Stirling,  James  Stewinsone ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew 
Glen ;  St  Androis,  Andrew  Carstairis ;  Glasgow,  James  Campbell ;  Air, 
William  Cunynghame ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Dysart,  William 
Symson  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Coupar,  David  Andersone ;  Monros, 
Robert  Rait ;  Dumfreis,  Robert  Bartane  ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ; 
Innerkything,  Robert  Stewart ;  Kinghome,  John  Bruce ;  Jedbuigh,  John 
Rutherford  ;  Wigtoun,  Thomas  Stewart ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker  ; 
Dumbartan,  John  Cuninghame;  Aberbrothock,  John  Auchterlonie ;  Caraill, 
George  Philp ;  Culros,  William  Peirsone ;  Northberrick,  Robert  Sandi- 
landis ;  Lauder,  Robert  Henderson  ;  Queinsferie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ; 
Anstruther  Eister,  Innernes,  Brechane,  Irving,  Kirkcudbricht,  Pitinweem, 
Anstruther  Wester,  Selkirk,  Dumbar,  Lanrick,  Peibles,  and  For&r  Qjlank). 


31  January  1G60. 

Moderator  ^ '    ^^^'  «^i^°^^'*  Stewart,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Ekiinburgb,  elecied 

moderator. 
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2.  The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  reported  that  with  Edinburor. 
a  few  exceptions  the  same  were  formal.     The  commissioners  approved  of  the  iJJ)*'*^""^^ 
report  and  dispensed  with  the  defects  mentioned  therein.  = — '—^, — -- 

comiBsions. 

2  February  16 GO. 

3.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  presentit  to  the  present  coraissioneris  of  Comissar 
burrowis  be  the  comissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Lauder,  complaining  that  *^*^'  Lauder, 
the  comissariat  does  remove  his  court  frome  the  said  burgh  of  Lauder 
quhair  it  wes  formerlie  accustumat  appointit  to  sit  by  ordinance  and 
decrete  from  the  lordis  of  privie  counsall,  it  being  the  head  royall  burgh 
of  the  shyre,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  said  burgh,  it  being  the 
mean  of  its  subsistence,  and  desyring  the  said  burrowis  concurrance 
and  assistance  in  purchasing  all  legall  meanes  for  obteaning  the  said 
court  to  keip  its  constant  residence  at  thair  said  burgh  according  to  the 
accustumat  maner  ;  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  having  taking 
the  samyn  to  thair  consideratione  and  finding  no  opportunitie  now  to 
effectuat  thair  desyr  in  respect  of  no  counsall  of  estait  nor  wther  judge 
in  powar  to  quhom  they  may  mak  thair  addres,  they  recomend  thairfoir 
to  thair  agent,  with  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  any  wther  burghis  that 
sail  happin  to  be  present,  to  give  thair  countenance  and  concurrence  to 
the  said  burgh  of  Lauder  quhen  they  salbe  requirit  for  recovering  of  .the 
said  court  to  sit  at  thair  burgh  conforme  to  thair  richtis  and  ancient 
custom. 

4.  Tlie  commissioners  having  considered  a  supplication  of  William  Brown,  Agent, 
their  agent,  for  recompense  for  his  trouble  in  the  burgh's  a£[aii*s,  "  doe  acknow- 
ledge his  cairfullnes,  dilligence,  and  paines  in  thair  service,   but  not  being  at 
present  in  capacitie  to  reward  or  recompense  him  for  the  samyn  nor  to  grant  the 
desyr  of  his  petitione,  thairfoir  they  have  recomendit  the  consideratione  thairof 

to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 

5.  The  commissioners  recommended  to  next  general  convention  consideration  Arbroath, 
of  a  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Arbroath   for  assistance  *'  in  defence  of  ane  *^™®^  mUne. 
actione  to  be  intentit  against  thame  be  Dauid  Sutor,  possessour  of  thair  comon 

milne,  for  building  of  ane  windmilne  of  thair  owin  and  abstracting  thair  multuris 
from  the  said  Dauid  his  milne." 

6.  The  burgh  of  Irving  sent  a  missive  stating  that  they  could  not  conveniently  Ezoois,  bargrh 
send  a  commissioner  at  this  time,  bat  were  wiUing  to  bear  their  share  of  the      ^'^^'^S* 
charges  of  a  commissioner  to  the  parliament  at  London,  and  to  concur  in  any 

thing  done  at  the  convention. 
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7.  In  presence  of  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowia,  compeared  the 
Lord  Fleyming  with  ColloDell  Harie  Barclay  from  the  melting  of  the 
~  iioblmen  and  gentlmen  of  the  schyres,  schewing  the  desj^r  of  thair  bodie 
I*  to  keip  a  richt  correspondence  with  the  comisaioneris  of  burrowie,  who 
efter  removeing  resauit  ansuer  frome  the  moderator  that  the  comissioneris 
of  biiiTOwis  did  retume  thair  lordshipis  humhl  and  heartie  thankis  for 
thair  courteous  and  favourabl  proposal!,  and  that  they  wold  accordinglie 
send  some  of  thair  number  to  thair  meiting  forthwith  to  keip  coirespon- 
dencG  with  them  and  to  report  to  the  bodie ;  and  for  that  effect  did 
appoint  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow 
and  Air,  with  thair  dark,  to  compelr  with  the  saidis  noblmea  and  gentl- 
men now  conveined,  and  in  thair  names  to  render  them  humbl  thankis 
for  thair  favorabl  roepectis  towardis  tham,  and  to  schew  them  that 
nothing  was  moir  in  thair  desyres  then  to  keep  ane  correspondence  and 
harmonic  with  thame  in  reference  to  anything  quhicli  micht  conceme  the 
publict  guid,  and  that  they  wcr  about  to  have,  according  to  thair 
tlewitie,  sent  ane  addres  wnto  thame  befoir  but  that  they  did  not 
think  tliey  had  bein  as  yit  fully  conveened,  and  wer  sorie  they  had  bein 
in  that  dewitie  preveened,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  and  desyr  of  the 
burrowis  that  ane  certane  number  from  both  meetingia  be  appointit 
for  keiping  the  said  correspondence  and  a  tyme  quhen  to  meet;  who 
accordioglie  haveing  returned,  maile  report  that  the  noblmen  and 
gentlmon  wer  weill  satisfiet  with  thair  messi^e,  and  that  they  desyred 
fyve  of  each  number  to  conveen  at  tua  houiis  in  the  eftemoon,  wfaairwpoa 
the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  did  appoint  Robert  Murray  for  Edinburgh, 
tlic  comissioneris  for  Pearth,  Dundie,  Linlithgow  and  Air,  with  the  clark, 
to  attend  the  said  meeting  and  to  condescend  wpon  such  overturis  or 
articles  as  ather  partie  had  to  be  representit  to  and  considderit  of  by  both 
the  saidis  respectiue  bodies  and  to  report. 

The  said  comittie  appointit  to  meit  with  the  uoblmen  and  gentlmen 
returning,  Robert  Murray  did  mak  report  that  they  had  mett  with  the 
comittie  of  noblmen  and  gentlmen,  who  wer  the  Earles  of  Haddingtoun 
and  Hertfell,  Sir  Alexander  Gibson  of  Durrie,  knight,  and  Sir  Archibald 
Stirling  of  Garden,  knight,  and  that  the  said  joynt  comittie  having  met 
wer  straitned  with  tyme  and  had  put  in  a  scroll  of  the  articles  foUowiog 
to  be  eimsidercd  vt  by  both  the  respecliuc  bodies,  viz.  : — 
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(1.)  That  add  res  be  maid  to  the  lord  generall  with  instructionis  and  Edinbu 
that  the  commissioneris  be  impowered  to  tak  quhat  farther  cours  salbe  fund  leeo. 
expedient  by  his  lordships  advyce  for  redressing  the  grevances  of  this  natioun.  corresp 

(2.)  That  ane  letter  of  tliankis  may  be  speidilie  wreatin  to  the  lord  ®^^{>^ 
generall  and  that  his  lordsliip  wold  be  pleased  to  interceid  that  all  pro- 
cedouris  in  relatioun  to  Scotland  be  forborne  or  stopped  till  the  cuming 
up  of  the  comissioners. 

(3.)  That  my  lord  generall  may  be  intreated  that,  according  to  his 
lordships  letteris  to  the  schyres  and  burrowis,  the  assessmentis,  excys,  and 
customes  be  maid  proportionall  to  England,  and  that  the  quarterings  be 
also  regulat  as  in  England. 

(4.)  That  ane  way  may  be  thocht  vpon  for  vniting  the  natiouns. 

(5.)  That  tread,  and  especiallie  the  tread  of  fisching,  be  encurridged 
and  schippis  appointit  for  guarding  the  coastis,  suppressing  of  Sudisch 
privat  men  of  wear  and  convoying  of  schippis. 

(6.)  That  the  extraordinar  imposition  wpon  coall  and  salt  may  be 
moderated. 

(7.)  That  the  bussienes  of  the  mint  be  takin  into  consideratione. 

(8.)  That  the  natioun  be  governed  according  to  the  Scotis  laues. 

(9.)  That  publict  judicatories  be  speadilie  set  wp  and  judges  be 
appointit  of  integritie  and  knowledge  in  the  lawis  of  Scotland  and  that 
the  saidis  judgis  be  impowered  to  regulat  all  exorbitant  pryces  and  wther 
abussis  in  superiour  and  inferiour  courtis. 

The  saidis  comissioneris  haveing  considderit  the  abonewrittin  articles, 
maid  thairon  thair  severall  amendimentis,  especiallie  considdering  that 
the  latitud  conteined  in  the  delay  of  procedouris  in  referrence  to  this 
motioune  micht  includ  a  delay  to  the  siting  doun  of  judicatories,  and 
condiscendit  they  sould  be  wreatin  over  againe  so  amendit  and  to  be 
presentit  at  the  nixt  meiting  of  the  said  joint  comittie ;  and  appoynted 
Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Lithgow  and  Air,  to  repair  to  the  noblmen 
and  gentlmen  to  appoynt  ane  new  meeting  of  the  joint  comittie ;  who 
returning  reported  that  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen  had  appointed  the 
nixt  day,  being  the  3  of  Februar,  at  seivin  houris  in  the  morning. 

3  February  IG GO.  ^^^^^ 

8.   The  foirsaid   comittie  of  burrowis,   by  Robert  Murray,   reported  ^J)^^ 

■chyris] 
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Edinburgh,  that  they  had  mett  with  the  comittie  of  noblmen  and  gentlmen,  to  quhos 

1660.^*^^^  number  they  had  found  the  Earles  of  Roxburgh  and  Callender  addit,  and 

Articles  pre-  *^3,t  they  had  presentit  vnto  thame   the  articles  wreatin  in  mumlo, 

sontitbe  the  quhairof  the  tenor  foUowis  : — 

burrowis  to  the  * 

sobyrisrofuiait  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  having  considderit  the  articles  drawia 
wp  be  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen  of  that  comittie  with  the  burrowis,  and 
haveing  maid  some  amendimentis  thairof,  ordaines  thair  clark  to  wreat 
them  so  ameudit  in  mundo  and  to  have  thame  in  readienes  to  be 
presentit  to  the  said  comittie  in  thair  nixt  meiting  as  followis : — 

(1.)  That  ane  addres  be  maid  to  the  lord  generall  with  instructionis, 
and  that  the  comissioneris  be  impouered  to  tak  such  farder  cours  as 
salbe  found  expedient  by  his  lordships  advyce  for  redressing  the  grivanecs 
of  this  nation. 

(2.)  That  according  to  the  lord  generall  his  severall  letteris  to  the 
schyris  and  burrowis  his  lordship  wold  tak  cair  that  the  assessmentis  or 
any  wther  burthingis  of  excys  be  made  proportionall  with  Ingland^  and 
that  the  quarteringis  be  regulat  as  they  ar  in  Ingland. 

(3.)  That  ane  letter  of  thankis  be  speidiiie  wreatin  to  the  lord 
generall  intreating  that  if  any  publict  assessmentis  or  any  wther 
burthings  be  imposed  wpon  the  nationis  his  lordship  wold  be  pleased  to 
advert  that  the  proportioun  of  Scotland  be  regulat  according  to  the  trew 
valuatioun  with  England  quhich  hitherto  hes  beia  exceedinglie  dispro- 
portionable. 

(4.)  That  the  nation  of  Scotland  be  governed  be  thair  owin  lawis. 

(5.)  That  publict  judicatories  be  speediiie  set  wp,  and  that  judgis  of 
integritie  and  expert  in  the  lawis  of  this  nation  be  appointit,  with  powar 
to  regulat  all  exorbitant  pryces  and  wther  abussis  in  superiour  and 
inferiour  courtis. 

(G.)  That  comerce  and  tread  be  incurradgit  and  the  grivances  to  be 
givin  in  by  the  merchandis  in  Edinburgh  and  wther  burghis,  with  the 
expediencies  by  thame  proposed,  may  be  takin  in  consideratioun  and 
redressed. 

(7.)  That  schippis  be  appoyntit  for  guarding  the  coasUs,  suppressing 
of  Sueddisch  men  of  war,  and  for  convoying  of  schippia 

(8.)  That  the  extraordinar  impositione  wpon  coall  and  salt  be 
rnoderat. 
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(9.)  That  the  bussienes  of  the  mint  be  takin  ia  consideratioun,  at  Edinbitrqh. 
least   that   ane  jumall   of  copper   money   (which   will   amount   to  fyve  i^oo.  "**^ 
thousand  pund  Stirling)  may  be  permittit  to  be  cojmed  be  Sir  Johne  Articles  pre- 
Falconer,  maister  of  the  minthous,  for  necessarie  change  and  relief  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^'t 

poor.  sohyriflrefuisit. 

And  that  they  had  great  debait  thairvpone,  especiallie  in  the  matter 
of  the  delay  of  procedouris  in  reference  to  Scotland  till  the  cuming  wp 
of  the  comissioneris,  and  that  the  said  comittie  of  noblmen  and  gentlmen 
had  delyvered  wnto  thame  ane  new  paper  of  articles  be  thair  bodie  with 
some  aditionall  articles,  quhairof  the  tenor  followis  and  is  thus : 

Edinburgh,  2  February  1660.  The  commissioneris  of  schyres  and 
burrowis  is  of  opinion  that  addres  be  maid  to  the  lord  generall  with 
instructionis,  and  that  the  comissibneris  be  impowered  to  tak  quhat 
further  cours  salbe  found  expedient  be  his  lordships  advyce  for  redressing 
the  grivances  of  this  natione  to  be  givin  thame  in  wreat  subscrivit,  and 
also  with  what  further  instructionis  the  severall  schyris  sail  give. 

(2.)  That  ane  letter  be  speedilie  wreatin  to  my  lord  generall  of 
thankis  and  to  desyr  that  his  lordship  may  be  pleased  to  interceed  that  all 
procedouris  in  reference  to  this  natione  be  delayed  wntill  the  cuming  wp 
of  the  comissioneris. 

(3.)  That  according  to  his  lordships  letteris  to  the  schyris  and  burghis 
the  assessmentis  and  excys  of  this  natione  be  maid  proportionable  to 
England  and  that  the  quarteringis  be  also  regulated  as  in  England. 

(4.)  That  a  way  be  thought  wpon  for  vniting  the  natione. 

(5.)  That  tread,  and  that  in  particular  of  fisching,  be  encuradged  and 
schipis  appointed  for  guarding  the  coastis,  suppressing  the  Suedisch  privat 
men  of  warr,  and  convoying  of  schippis. 

(6.)  That  the  extraordinar  imposition  wpon  coall  and  salt  may  be 
moderatit. 

(7.)  That  the  bussienes  of  the  mint  be  takin  in  consideratione. 

(8.)  That  publict  judicatories  be  speedilie  set  wp  and  that  the  judgis 
be  men  of  integritie  and  expert  in  the  lawis  according  to  the  fundament- 
allis  of  this  natione,  and  that  they  be  impowered  to  regulat  exorbitant 
pryces  and  wther  abussis  in  superior  and  inferior  judicatories. 

(9.)  That  annuitie  of  tcithes  and  all  actis  and  giftis  past  and  gran  tit 
in  favouris  of  whatsomever  persone  or  persones  be  repealled  and  dischargit, 
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EDiyBURGH.     seing  it  wes  the  intention  of  tbe  late  King  to  have  dispenced  thairwith 

3  February         •      /•  •        /»  1 1  ^ 

1660.  m  lavouns  of  the  people. 

Articles  pre-  (1^)  That  the  prisoners  of  warr  be  released  and  have  the  benefeit  of 

bun^o^tothe  ^^  enjoyment  of  thair  estaitis  free  of  forfaltur  and  sequestrationis  efter  so 

schyrisrefuisit.  mony  yeiris  sad  suffriugis. 

(11.)  That  the  waccand  stipendis  quhich  ar  not  alreadie  disponed  of 
be  imployed  to  pious  vses  according  to  act  of  parliament. 

The  noblmen  and  gentilmen,  comissioneris  frome  the  severall  schyres, 
agrees  to  all  the  foir  named  articles  (except  the  fourth  which  be  reason 
of  the  importance  thairof  is  to  be  further  advysed  wpon)  and  hopes  that 
the  burrowis  hes  don  the  lik  and  will  condiscend  to  quhat  is  added 
thairto. 

The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haueing  considderit  the  afoirsaidis 
articles,  and  not  being  satisfied  thairwith,  did  a  litill  befoir  tuelve  of  the 
clock  appoint  James  Borthuick  for  Edinburgh,  the  comissioneris  of 
Pearth,  Dundie,  Monros,  Glasgow,  and  the  dark,  to  repair  to  the  meeting 
of  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen,  and  to  schew  thair  dissatisfactione  in  some 
particularis  to  this  purpos,  viz.,  that  to  the  first  article  thair  micht  be 
added  these  wordis  (to  be  givin  thame  in  wreat  subscrivit  be  the  preases 
of  the  meiting  of  noblmen  and  gentillmen  and  be  the  moderator  of  the 
conventione  of  burrowis  and  no  wtherwaies).  As  to  the  10th  article  the 
commissioneris  of  burrowis  in  one  woice  profe^  thair  great  and  heartie 
desyr  that  the  thing  be  done,  but  quhither  it  salbe  put  in  the  publict 
instructionis  and  quhither  that  way  of  procedour  may  be  found  to  the 
benefeit  of  the  prisoneris  they  referrit  it  to  the  farther  consideratioune  of 
the  noblmen  and  gentlmen  and  declar  thair  indifference  in  the  maner. 
That  they  vnanimouslie  agree  to  the  1 1th  article ;  but  wpon  considera- 
tioun  of  the  2d  article  which  they  couceave  to  inferr  a  delay  of  judica- 
tories, and  the  9  th  article  against  the  gift  of  annuities,  that  the  samyn  may 
be  waved  and  not  prosecuted.  And  quhairas  something  wes  spokin  this 
morning  by  some  of  the  number  of  the  comittie  of  noblmen  and  gentill- 
men concerning  the  act  of  debitor  and  creditor,  they  altogither  dissasent 
thairfrae  and  that  they  will  oppose  the  samyn  to  thair  power.  The  saidis 
comissioneris  wpon  return  did  mak  report  that  they  had  appeared  befoir 
the  bodie  of  the  noblmen  and  gentillmen  and  had  acquainted  thame  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  burrowis,  and  that  they  had  a  hot  debait  thairvpon 
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till  near  one  of  the  clock,  and  so  had  left  thingis  to  be  considdered  wpon  Edinburgh^ 

...  3  February 

till  etternoone.  I66O. 

The  same  day,  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  mett  and  spent  Articien  pre- 
a  great  pairt  of  the  afternoon  in  attending  of  some  ansuer  frome  the  ^Jj.*j!*^JJjj^^ 
noblmen  and  gentlmen,  resolued  about  6  houris  at  night  to  send  a  new  schyrigrefuiwt. 
message  to  them,  and  to  the  intent  thair  micht  be  no  longer  delay,  this 
being  the  last  night  of  their  meeting,  they  sent  thair  vltimat  thoughtis 
in  wreating  and  appointit  Edinburgh,  Abirdein,  Monros  and  the  comis- 
sioner  for  Stirling  to  repair  wnto  thame  and  to  present  the  samyn  which 
wes  as  foUowis  :    The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  considderit  the 
last  paper  of  articles  condescendit  wpon  be  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen, 
thair  judgment  is,  the  first  article  may  be  in  these  wordis  following,  viz. 
The  comissioneris  of  schyres  and  burrowis  is  of  opinione  that  addressis 
be  maid  to  the  lord  generall  with  instructionis,  and  that  the  comissioners 
be  impouered  to  tak  what  wther  cours  salbe  found  expedient  be  his  lord- 
ships advyce  for  redressing  the  grivances  of  this  natioun  to  be  givin  them 
in  wreat  subscrivit  be  the  preses  of  the  melting  of  noblmen  and  gentlmen 
and  be  the  moderator  of  the  convention  of  burrowis  and  no  wtherwaies. 
As  to  the  tent  article  for  releiff  of  prisoneris  they  doe  vnanimouslie  profes 
thair  heartie  and  great  desyr  that  thair  releiflf  may  be  effectuallie  pro- 
cuired,  but  whither  it  salbe  put  in  publict  instructionis  and  whither  that 
way  of  procedour  may  be  found  most  fitting  for  the  benefeit  of  the  pri- 
soneris they  referrit  to  the   farther  consideratione  of  the  noblmen  and 
gentilmen,  and  declair  thair  indifference  in  the  maner,  being  most  willing 
to  concurr  ;  onlie  they  desyr  that  pairt  of  the  second  article  desyring  a 
delay  of  all  procedour  in  reference  to  the  natioun,  and   the  nynt  article 
against  the  actis  and  giftis  of  annuities,  may  be  waved   and  not  pro- 
secuted.    And  becaus  the  bussienes  of  debitor  and  creditor  hes  occasioned 
great  mistakis,  it  is  desyred  be  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  that  if  any 
person  or  persones  sail  offer  to  prosecut  the  sam)me  befoir  the  parliament 
or    any   wther  judicatorie   or  powar   in    England,   the   comissioneris   of 
schyris  and  burrowis  sail  vnanimouslie  oppos  the  samyne  and  that  this 
be   one   of    thair   particular    instructionis ;    in   all   which    the   commis- 
sioneris   of  burrowis   doe   humblie  expect  the  noblmen   and  gentilmen 
thair  heartie  and  reall  condescendance  haveing  now  no  farder  expecta- 
tione  of  any  conferience  at  this  melting.    Who  returning  it  wes  reported 

3  B 
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8F?biSary *     ^  *^^  comissioner  of  Monros  that  they  had  some  debait  and  left   the 

icgQ- paper  to  thair  consideratione.     A  litill   efter,  compeared  Sir  Alexander 

Articles  pre-  Gibson  of  Duiiie  and  Sir  Archibald  Stirling  of  Garden,  knights,  from  the 
barrowia  to  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen,  and  haveing  delyvered  back  the  said  last  paper 
tchyrisrefuiflit.  ^^^^  f^^^  ^j^^  buiTowis  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh,  moderator,  and  spoke 

to  this  purpos :  That  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen  wer  astonisched  at  the 
reading  of  the  said  paper  and  thought  that  the  burrowis  did  cast  a  rock 
in  thair  owin  way  by  starting  that  which  they  had  never  a  mynd  to 
have  moved,  and  that  they  thought  it  strange  that  they  wold  pas  from 
articles  allreadie  condiscendit  vpon  be  the  joynt  comittie,  and  thairfoir  wer 
commandit  to  delyver  back  the  said  paper  and  to  declair  they  wold  adhear 
to  thair  former  paper  of  1 1  articles  ;  and  so  returned  to  thair  bodie. 

Which  report  being  considderit  be  the  saidis  burrowis,  efter  long 
debait,  many  being  of  the  opinione  that  thair  needit  no  moir  conferience 
that  being  a  cleir  wpgiveing,  at  length  it  was  concludit  that  Walter 
Gheyslie  for  Edinburgh,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  and  Monros,  sould  yet  again 
repair  to  the  noblmen  and  gentlmen  and  to  schew  thame  that  the 
burrowis  wer  much  astonisched  to  have  resaued  such  a  retume  to  thair 
last  message,  and  that  they  wer  verie  sorie  that  any  mistak  or  di£Ference 
sould  be  at  all  amongst  thame  but  that  they  could  not  be  ansuerabie  to 
thair  burghis  if  they  sould  condiscend  to  be  instrumentall  in  delaying  the 
siting  downe  of  the  judicatories  or  any  way  to  promove  the  act  of  debitor 
and  creditor.  Who  returning  made  report  be  the  comissioner  of  Monros 
that  haveing  accordinglie  delyverit  the  message,  the  lord  preses  of  the 
melting  maid  ansuer  that  they  had  presentlie  ane  scroll  befoir  tham 
wherby  they  wer  to  deall  with  my  lord  generall  for  speedie  setting  wp  of 
judicatories,  and  that  they  did  no  way  intend  to  prosecut  the  act  of 
debitor  and  creditor  ;  whairwnto  it  being  replyed  that  the  comissioneris 
of  burrowis  would  be  verie  glad  to  find  them  of  that  mynd  and  that  if 
they  intendit  to  wreat  ony  such  letter  to  my  lord  generall  the  burrowis 
*  wold  most  willinglie  jojme  with  them  in  subscriueing  thairof,  and  that  it 
wes  desyred  that  thair  lordships  wold  be  pleased  to  give  that  ansuer 
vndir  thair  hand,  the  comittee  wer  desyred  to  remove,  thinking  they 
sould  resaue  thair  ansuer  of  the  table  which  accordinglie  wes  done  and 
they  called  in  againe  but  resaued  ansuer  that  the  lordis  and  gentlmen 
wold  adhear  to  the  former  resolutionis ;  whairvpon  they  thought  fit  with- 
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draw  haueing  declaired  thair  great  greiflF  that  thair  agreement  sould  break  Edinburoh. 
wpe   in   such    tearmes.       All   which   being   considderit    be    the   comis- 1660. 


sioners  of  burrowis  they  concludit  that  no  agreement  could  be  made  on  Articles  pre- 
thir  tearmes  and  that  apparentlie  no  wther  ansuer  wes  to  be  expectit,  ^^wis  L  the 
yet  did  resolue  to  sit  till  ten  of  the  clock  at  night  to  sie  if  any  wther  ^^^^y™'^^"*^^^- 
ansuer  micht  cum  frome  the  lordis,  eftir  which  tyme  they  adjumed  thair 
melting  till  the  nixt  day  being  Saturday  the  4  of  February  at  8  in  the 
morning. 

4  February  1660. 

9.  The  commissioners  considering  that  George  Downing,  who  had  formerly  Agent  for  the 
been  appointed  by   the  convention  to  agent  their  affairs  in  parliament,  was 

'*  imployed  beyond  seas  in  the  publict  effairis  of  the  estait  and  could  not  attend 
the  said  service  ....  and  finding  it  ane  necessitie  lying  wpon  them  and  con- 
ditione  of  thair  effairis  to  have  ane  faithfull,  able,  and  weill  qualifeid  persone 
to  attend  and  agent  the  publict  effairis  of  burrowis  with  his  excellencio  the  lord 
generall  Monk  and  parliament  now  at  Londoun/'  and  not  being  in  capacity  to 
grant  a  commission  till  the  meeting  of  the  general  convention,  appointed  Doctor 
Thomas  Clargies  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  burghs. 

10.  The  present  comissioneris   of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  serious  Thomson, 
consideratione  the  sad  conditioun  of  the  publict  effairis  of  this  natione  SS^wis^at  ^ 
quhairin  the  estait  of  burrowis  ar  heichlie  concerned  in  many  werie  weighty  ^^done. 
particularis,  especiallie  that  in  respect  the  noblmen  and  gentillmen  con- 

veened  hear  for  the  schyres  had  dissasentit  frome  thame  in  the  particu- 
laris mentionat  in  the  8  act  of  this  present  conventioun,  so  that  thair  is 
ane  necessitie  lying  wpon  thame  to  vse  all  lawfuU  and  fair  meanis  for 
preventioun  of  these  dangeris  and  promoveing  of  such  thingis  as  may  tend 
to  the  advancement  of  tread  and  wealfair  of  the  burrowis  ;  and  for  that 
effect  to  mak  vs  of  some  of  the  most  able  and  qualified  persone  to  be 
sent  to  his  excellence  the  Lord  Generall  Monck  and  to  the  honorabill  par- 
liament and  wther  judicatories  and  personis  in  powar  for  the  ends  affor- 
saidis,  and  haveing  long  and  comfortable  experience  of  the  fidelitie  of 
William  Thomson,  thair  generall  dark,  thairfoir  they  have  thought  fit  to 
nominat  and  appoynt,  lykas  they  heirby  nominat  and  appoynt  the  said 
William  Thomson  to  repair  vnto  Londone,  or  elsquhair  that  the  saidis 
judicatories  or  persones  of  powar  sail  happin  to  be,  with  powar  to  him  to 
doe  in  the  premissis  as  he  in  his  fidelitie  and  discretioun  sail  think  fit^ 
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conform  to  the  instructions  and  comiasion  given  to  him  be  them  of  the 
duit  of  thir  preseatis  or  quhatsornever  wther  instructionis  Balbe  sent  him 
from  any  wther  privat  or  publict  convention  of  burrowis. 
"*  li.  Robert  Murray,  ane  of  the  comissioners  for  Edinburgh,  haueing 
maid  report  that  conforme  to  ane  order  frome  the  last  particular  conveo- 
tion  by  word,  liimselff,  with  James  Borthwick,  Linlithgow,  Haddingtoun, 
and  the  clark,  did  resaw  the  haill  letteris  frome  the  seuerall  burrowis 
directit  to  General)  Monck  at  Berwick  ordored  to  be  sent  to  him  agtdnst 
the  12  of  December  last,  and  that  accordinglie  they  had  gon  in  dew 
season  and  delyverit  the  saidis  letteris  and  had  procurit  his  lordships 
ansuer  to  the  towne  of  Edinbui^h  quhairin  his  lordship  requyred,  becaua 
of  his  then  great  etfairis  and  want  of  tyme,  the  dark  of  Edinburgh  sould 
Ncnd  to  each  burgh  who  had  sent  letteris  to  his  lordship  ane  autheaUck 
coppie  of  Ilia  letter  to  Edinbui^h  which  sould  be  walid  as  give  his  lord- 
ship had  wreatin  them  himselff,  which  accordinglie  wes  done ;  as  also 
reported  that  hia  lordship  had  exprest  and  reiteratit  his  great  respectis  to 
the  burrowis  and  his  willingnes  to  doe  thame  good.  The  present  comia- 
sioaers  approves  of  the  report  and  gave  them  thankis  for  thair  tidelitic 
and  paines. 

6  February  1660. 

tu  12.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  nominal  and 
appointit  William  Thomson  thair  generall  dark  to  be  thair  agent  at 
London  in  manor  mentionat  in  the  10  act  of  this  present  convention  and 
liave  givin  him  the  instructiunis  wndirwrittin  to  be  agitat  and  treatit  by 
him  at  Londoun  with  the  honorabil]  parliament  and  his  ezcellencie  the 
Lord  Generall  Monck,  quhairof  the  tenor  foUowis  : — 

(1.)  That  ho  salbe  in  readines  with  all  convenient  dilligence  to  mak 
\nn  addrua  fii-st  to  his  excellencie  the  Lord  Generall  Monck  and  present 
vnto  him  thair  liumble  scruice,  as  also  to  Doctor  Clargea  his  brother  in 
law. 

(2.)  That  he  sail  dcall  with  bis  excellence,  the  parliament  and  all 
wtheris  in  powar  to  bring  the  assesraeut  of  Scotland  to  the  lowest  pro- 
portion jou  poasiblie  can  being  now  farr  abonc  the  trew  proportioun  it 
ought  to  be  at  in  relatioun  to  England. 
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(3.)  That  he  endevour  to  have  the  excys  rectefied  according  to  the  Edinburgh. 
paperis  to  be  gottin  in  be  Robert  Murray,  James  Borthwick  and  Walter  iggo.  ^^^ 

Cheyslie.  instructions  to 

(4.)  That  he  represent  to  his  excellence  the  great  grivance  of  the  J^^^^** 
natione  in  relation  to  quarterings,  and  procuir  ordour  for  rectefieing  thairof 
according  to  the  said  paper  and  as  they  in  England. 

(5.)  That  he  indevour  for  ane  abaitement  of  the  proportione  of  the 
burrowis  assessment,  bearing  now  ane  full  sext  pairt  of  the  ces  of  the 
whole  natione  quhairas  thair  personall  and  reall  estaitis  ar  exceidinglie 
schort  thairof,  and  this  to  be  without  prejudice  of  the  schyres. 

(6.)  That  he  put  his  excellencie  in  remembrance  of  his  resolutionis 
for  the  increas  of  tread  by  mitigating  of  the  customes  and  setting  wp  the 
tread  of  fischinge  and  manufactories  according  to  the  said  paper. 

(7.)  That  his  excellencie  wold  procuir  schippis  in  guarding  of  our 
north,  west  and  east  coastis  for  suppressing  of  the  Sueddisch  privat  men 
of  war  who  molest  the  firth  and  ar  supposed  to  be  «et  furth  by  men 
receiding  within  the  natiouns  as  also  the  Spanish  and  all  wther  privat 
men  of  war  who  molest  our  whole  coastis  both  east  and  west. 

(8.)  That  he  sail  give  his  best  advyce,  help,  and  assistance  to  such 
gentlmen  as  salbe  imployed  for  the  coall  and  salt  bussienes. 

(9.)  That  he  sail  deall  earnestlie  for  the  speedie  sitting  doun  of  our 
superiour  judicatories,  and  that  in  the  meyne  tyme  ordour  may  be  givin 
for  oppining  of  the  signet  and  siting  of  inferiour  Courtis. 

(10.)  That  he  sail  vse  all  meaues  he  can  to  graitefie  our  aid  freindis 
such  as  Mr  Clark  and  wtheris  knowin  to  yourselff  and  to  procuir  new 
freindis  as  in  your  discretione  and  fidelitie  yow  sail  find  the  necessitie  of 
our  effairis  sail  requyr. 

(11.)  That  he  sail  deall  that  waccant  stipendis  be  imployed  for  pious 
vses  according  to  our  actis  of  parliament. 

(12.)  That  he  sail  deall  to  settle  our  staple  port  at  Campheir  and  be 
assisting  to  Thomas  Cunninghame  in  his  prosecuiting  thairof  and  in 
obteaning  from  the  parliament  in  England  his  publict  debtis. 

(13.)  That  he  sail  deall  and  labour  to  repeall  the  act  of  his  lait 
heighnes  granting  freedome  to  souldiouris  to  enjoy  priviledges  in  all 
burgh  is. 

(1  4.)  If  the  doctoris  of  physick  or  any  wtheris  sail  endevour  to  errect 
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agent  at 
London. 


Edinburgh,     ane  colledge  of  phisicianis  he  sail  oppos  all  such  motionis  according  to 
1660.  severall  former  actis  of  burrowis  being  contrair  to  thair  priviledgies. 

Instructions  to  (1-5.)  That  he  Sail  concurr  with  any  gentltnen  that  endevouris  the 
errecting  of  ane  mint  house  or  libertie  for  Sir  John  Falconer  for  a 
jornall  (which  is  the  value  of  iyvQ  thousand  pund  sterling)  of  copper 
money  according  to  the  trew  standart  of  Scotland  quhairby  one  turaor  is 
to  weigh  ane  drope  and  ane  halff  of  weight 

(1  G.)  To  represent  to  the  lord  generall  that  cair  be  takin  quhairby 
this  nation  may  be  ruled  be  thair  owin  lawis  civill  and  ecclesiastick. 

(17.)  That  with  all  cair  and  dilligence  he  advert  wnto  any  such  nobl- 
men,  gentlmen,  or  thair  agentis,  who  sail  deall  for  the  act  of  debitor  and 
creditor  or  for  payment  of  the  thertie  thousand  lib.  sterling  or  any  such 
publict  debtis  by  new  impositione  wpon  the  cuntry,  and  to  oppos  any 
such  procedour  to  the  vtermost  of  his  powar. 

(17a.)  That  he  informe  the  lord  generall  that  amongst  wtheris 
incroachmentis  frome  the  nobilitie  and  gentrie  wpone  the  burrowis  they 
intend  to  tak  some  Strang  cours  quhairby  all  burgessis  be  debarred  fix)me 
haueing  any  voyce  in  the  electione  of  comissioneris  or  any  publict  bussie- 
nes  meerlie  becaus  they  ar  burgessis  though  free  heritouris  in  the  severall 
counties  of  the  natioune. 

(18.)  That  licience  may  be  endevoured  for  transporting  of  skyne  and 
hyd  and  wooU  for  a  certane  tyme  till  manufactories  be  set  up  for  expending 
of  thame. 

(1 9.)  That  he  concurr  with  any  gentillmen  or  agentis  that  ar  to  deall 
for  releise  of  prisoneris  and  give  thame  his  best  or  to  deall  for  thame  be 
himselflf. 

(20.)  And,  last,  that  speciall  cair  be  takin  that  such  be  chosen  judgis 
as  ar  men  of  integritie,  weall  knowin  and  expert  in  the  lawis  of  this 
natione,  and  that  the  saidis  judgis  be  authorized  to  regulat  all  exorbitant 
pryces  and  wther  abussis  in  the  superiour  and  inferiour  judicatories^  and 
that  inferiour  courtis  may  sit  in  the  accustumat  places  according  to  the 
actis  of  parliament 

13.  The  commissioners  approved  of  (1)  a  letter  by  the  clerk  **to  his 
Excellencie  and  Doctor  Clarges  in  relation  to  the  effairis  of  burrowis  ; "  and  (2) 
a  letter  by  the  moderator  to  the  burgh  of  Sanquhair  discharging  tliem  to  suffer 
their  burgessis  to  dwell  in  unfree  places  and  exercise  the  liberty  of  free  burghs. 


Letter  to  Dr 
Clarjfes ; 
Sanquhair. 
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14.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  finding  it  necessar  that  edinbuboh. 
ane  good  correspondence  be  keipit  betuixt  thame  and  thair  agent  atigeo.™*^ 
Londoun,  thairfoir  they  haue  appointit  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh  [and  corrospond- 
certain  other  burghs]  to  meit  at  Edinburgh  everie  first  Tysday  of  the  ence  with 
moneth  to  give  and  resaue  instructionis  to  and  frome  thair  said  agent,  and 
incaice  of  any^  imergent  of  great  consequence   to  call  ane    particular 
convention  to  treat  thairwpon. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  »  SayT^. 

29  May  1660. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  Robert  Murray,  James  Borthwick ;  ^nmiMion- 
Pearth,  Patrick  Threipland  ;  Dundie,  George  Fletcheour ;  Abirdeine, 
Gilbert  Gray ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew  Glen ; 
Glasgow,  James  Campbell ;  Haddingtoun,  James  Forrest ;  Dysart,  Wil- 
liam Symson ;  Monros,  James  Brand ;  Dumfreis,  Robert  Grahame ;  In  • 
nemes,  Robert  Barbour ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Innerkeything, 
Robert  Stewart ;  Kinghome,  Johne  Bruice  ;  Jedburgh,  Robert  Ker ; 
Kirkcudbricht,  Johne  Ewart ;  Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Selkirk, 
Mr  John  Angus  ;  Dumbartane,  Johne  Cuningham ;  Dumbar,  James 
Lauder ;  Peibles,  Johne  Andrew ;  Caraill,  James  Moncreif ;  Culros, 
Johne  Bumsyd  ;  Queinsferrie,  Arch  bald  Wilson ;  St  Androis,  Air,  Kirk- 
caldie,  Coupar,  Anstruther  Ester,  Brichane,  Irving,  Wigtoun,  Pitinweeme, 
Anstruther  Wester,  Lanrick,  Abirbrothock,  Forfar,  Northberwick  and 
Lauder  {blank), 

30  May  1660. 

1.  Sir   James    Stewart,   provost   and   first   in  commission  for   Edinbut^li,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  commissioners  approved  of  a  report  of  the  burghs  appointed  by  the  Dniigonce, 

1 4th  act  of  last  particular  convention  to  keep  correspondence  with  the  agent  at  Sl^'IS^t.  *^ 
London,  and  of  a  letter  sent  by  them  to  the  King,  the  latter  being  appointed  to 
be  inserted  in  the  register  at  the  end  of  this  convention. 
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f?M^^^fi"i  ^*  "^^^  present  commissioneris  being  informit  by  ane  letter  frome 

thair  agent,  William  Thomsone,  frome  Breda,  schewing  that  he  wes  gon 

Kiug  at  Breda,  thither  and  had  humblie  representit  to  the  Kings  Majestie  the  constant 
affectiones  and  dewtifuU  respectis  of  the  burrowis,  and  that  he  in  thair 
names  had  presentit  to  his  Majestie  the  sowme  of  ane  thousand  pund 
Sterling  as  ane  small  tokin  thairof,  which  had  ane  gracious  acceptatione 
frome  his  Majestie,  thairfoir  [they  approved  of  the  good  service  of  their 
agent,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  proportions  of  the  above 
sum]. 

31   May  1660. 

ventionat  4.  The  present  comissioneris,  wndirstanding  that  seing  it  hes  pleased 

Edinburgh.  q^j  ^^  ^]  j^qj^q  t,he  Kingis  Majestie  to  his  just  right  and  powar  of  his 
three  kingdoms,  that  it  is  now  in  thair  powar  to  appoint  thair  generall 
conventione  which  wes  denyed  to  thame  the  preceiding  yeir  by  these 
then  in  authoritie  ouer  thame,  and  seing  the  schortnes  of  tyme  will  not 
pcrmitt  them  to  keip  the  samyne  the  ordinar  day  and  place  appointed 
for  that  effect,  thairfoir  they  haue  appointed  the  generall  convention  to 
be  keiped  heir  at  Edinburgh  wpon  the  second  Tysday  of  Julij  nixt,  being 
the  tent  day  of  the  samyn  moueth. 
rorrespondcn-  5.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  continewis  the  burghs  of 

tinewed. '  Edinburgh  [and  others]  to  correspond  with  thair  agent,  William  Thom- 
sone, now  at  London  and  to  give  and  resave  instructionis  to  and  firome 
him  as  occasion  offeris  and  wpon  emergencis  to  call  particular  con- 
vention is. 
Monrosandin-  (}.  Recomcndis  the  granting  of  supplie  towardis  the  reparatione  of 
the  herberic  of  Monros  with  the  bridge  and  herberie  of  Innemes  to  be 
seriouslie  takin  in  consideratione  be  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

Rupplicatione,  7  q^  ^jjg  supplication  of  Bobert  Spence  in  London,  ordained  the  modermtor 
to  ask  such  burghs  as  had  received  "  beneficence  frome  wmquhill  Mr  Robert 
Johnstoun,  lawer  at  Londoun,  his  uncle,"  to  pay  bim  their  shares  of  an  annuity 
of  £40  sterliiiff. 

jL'3000  8cot«.  ^-  Ordained  each  burgh  to  pay  their  proportions  of  £800  Sterling  drawn  by 

William  Thomson,  agent  at  London,  and  of  £3000  Scots  dbbursed  in  the  paUic 
affairs. 
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1  June  1660,  Edinburgh. 

1  June  1660. 


9.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conweined   have  ap-  Letter,  Kingis 
pointed  ane  letter  to  be  wreatin  to  the  Kingis  Majestie  in   thair  names    *J®®**®* 
congratulating  his  Majesties  saif  arywall  to  his  kingdome  of  England  to 
be  subscryvit  with  all  thair  handis,  and  to  be  insert  and  registrat  in  thair 
generall  register  with  thair  former  letter  efter  thair  subscriptionis,  and  to 
be  subscrivit  be  the  moderator. 

The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  discharges  to   admitt  or  enter  Diaassent, 
any  disassent  of  the  burgh  of  Abirdein  or  protestatioune  maid  be  him      ^^  ^^^' 
against  any  act  of  burrowis  maid  at  this  present  particular  convention, 
and  discharges  thair  clark  to  extract  any  instrument  or  disassent  in  that 
natur. 


Letters  sent  by  the  Burghs  to  the  King. 

The  commissioneris  of  burrowis  convened  in  thair  last  particular  con-  Letters  to  the 
vention  apointed  the  twa  letteris  direct  be  the  burrowis  to  the  Kings 
Majestie  to  be  insert  and  registrat  in  thair  generall  register  and  subscrivit 
be  thair  moderator,  quhairof  the  tenor  follows  : — 

Most  gracious  Soveragne, 

Wee,  your  Majesties  humble  and  faithfuU  subjectis,  the  comissioneris 
of  the  burrowis  of  this  your  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland,  being  provi- 
dentiallie  met  togither  at  this  place,  wer  (to  our  no  small  refreschment) 
maid  acquainted  with  the  newis  of  the  Lordis  signall  appearing  on 
behalf  of  your  Majestie  and  thes  long  distractit  kingdomes,  inclyning  the 
housis  of  your  parliament  of  England  to  enqujnr  efter  thes  old  pathes  of 
richteousnes  which  have  bein  so  long  slighted  through  the  ambitious 
vsurpationis  of  men,  by  acknowledging  your  Majesties  just  right  and 
proceiding  to  your  instalment  thairin,  this  great  and  comfortable  revolu- 
tion bearis  wreatin  in  its  foirhead  so  many  charactaris  of  the  infinit 
powar,  wisdome,  and  fidelitie  of  the  Most  Heigh  that  wee  cannot  bot 
wonder  at  it  and  say :  This  is  our  God,  wee  haue  waited  for  him,  wee 
will  be  glad  and  rejoyce  in  him  that  those  who  have  boasted  of  providen- 

3  s 
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Edinburoh.     tiall  dispensationis,  whill  they  walked  so  egregiouslie  cros  to  the  rule  of 

— ~   the  word  of  God,  sould  be  refuted  by  so  signall  dispensationes  of  provi- 

King.  dence  according  to  his  word,  may  convince  very  atheistis  that  this  is  the 

finger  of  God.  And  wee  can  look  no  wtherwys  wpon  it  than  as  the  re- 
veiveing  of  our  scattered  and  dry  bones,  a  mercie  not  parallelled  in  any 
story,  and  a  pledge  of  much  good  to  thes  dessolat  kingdomes,  who  through 
the  want  of  your  Majesties  royall  presence  have  bein  wrapped  up  in  a 
dark  cloud  of  confusiones,  sorrowes,  perplexities  and  fearis,  whill  groaning 
wndir  thir  present  pressouris  and  the  youk  of  vsurpatione  wreathed  wpon 
thair  neck  they  have  long  and  often  looked  out  for  this  blessed  day  of 
the  Lordis  making.  Sir  this  work  of  the  Lord  hath  so  reveived  and 
clieired  wp  our  speiritis  that  wee  cannot  any  longer  forbear  by  this  our 
humble  adress  to  tcstifie  our  joy  in  the  Lord  for  the  great  thingis  he  hath 
done  and  to  offer  our  humble  seruice  and  alledgeance  to  your  Majestic, 
praying  heartielie  that  the  Lordis  right  hand  who  hath  begun  this  good 
work  may  settle  yow  vpon  the  throne  of  your  dominionis,  that  all  your 
faithfull  subjects  may  leive  wnder  your  Majestic  a  quyet  and  peaceable 
lyf  in  all  godlienes  and  honestie,  and  that  this  poor  kingdome  may  rype 
the  fniitis  of  your  royall  government  in  thair  injoying  thes  just  liberties 
which  have  beine  trod  wpon  by  thair  forces  which  did  invad  ws  wpon 
the  accompt  of  our  loyaltie  and  in  the  protectione  of  the  trew  reformed 
religione  as  it  is  establisched  amongst  ws  according  to  our  engadgmentis 
with  your  Majesties  royall  assent,  the  enjoyment  quhairof  hath  bein  so 
refreschfuU  to  ws  amongst  all  our  miseries,  as  wee  ar  refresched  quhen 
wee  perceave  the  wniversall  joy  of  all  rankis  of  your  Majesties  subjectis 
quhich  portendis  no  small  blessing  to  thes  dominionis  when  a  prince  so 
long  exerceised  and  fitted  of  God  to  rule  sail  meit  with  subjectis  so  long 
afflictit  with  the  want  of  lawfuU  government  and  conscious  to  themeselves 
of  the  dewitie  they  owe  to  lawfuU  authoritie  according  to  thair  manifold 
engadgmentis.  Sua  wee  doe  humblie  assuir  Majestic  that  your  faithfull 
subjectis  of  the  respective  burghis  who  have  intrusted  ws  have  longe 
wisched  and  prayed  for  this  blessed  day,  and  will  to  thair  powar  be 
deficient  in  no  duetie  which  may  witnes  how  strictlie  that  religion  they 
profess  and  ar  engadged  wnto  doeth  oblieg  them  to  be  loyall  and  faithfull. 
Now  that  the  Lord  himselfl*  may  richlie  bliss  your  Majestie,  may  comfort 
you  according  to  the  dayes  quhairin  he  hath  afilictit  you  and  the  yeiris 
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qubairin  yow  have  sein  evill,  and  may  mak  yow  wnto  your  people  as  the  Edinburgh. 
raine  wnto  the  new  mawen  gras,  as  the  schowris  which  water  the  earth,  is 


thair  humble  and  heartie  prayer,  and  sail  accompt  it  thair  greatest  hap-  King, 
pines  now,  efter  all  thair  languisching  trubles,  to  be  refresched  with  your 
Majesties  comandis  and  the  administratione  of  your  princelie  government. 
And  in  testimonie  thairof  have  comandit  this  humble  and  sincear  acknow- 
ledgment of  thair  dewitie  to  be  signed  in  thair  name  bee  your  most  sacred 
Majesties  most  humble,  most  dewitiefuU,  and  obedient  subjectes,  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh,  thair  moderator  Sir  Ja.  Stewart. 

The  Burrowis  congratulatorie  Letter  of  His  Majesties  save  arryvall  in 

England. 

Most  gracious  and  dreid  Soveraqne, 

Wee,  your  Majesties  most  humble  and  loyall  subjectes,  the  commis- 
sioneris  of  the  burghis  of  your  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland,  did  hold  it  our 
dewitie  wpon  the  first  opportunitie  of  free  acces  to  your  Majestie  to  tender 
our  humble  adres  which  wee  trustis  befor  this  tyme  cam  to  your  Majesties 
liandis,  now  wndirstanding  that  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  bring  your 
Majestie  in  saffetie  to  your  owin  dominionis,  efter  a  long  absence  so 
grivous  to  your  Majestie  and  your  faithfuU  subjectis,  our  heartis  ar  so 
exceedinglie  refresched  with  this  continewed  tract  of  divine  providence  that 
wee  doe  sincearlie  beleive  the  Lord  our  Qod  whos  richt  hand  hath  so  con- 
spicuouslie  appeared  all  along  in  this  bussienes  that  very  athiestis  most 
acknowledge  that  this  is  the  finger  of  God,  and  your  Majesties  faithful! 
subjectis  look  wpon  it  as  a  reveiving  efter  so  long  and  sad  a  dissolatione 
and  as  a  tokin  for  good  that  our  God  whos  anger  hath  so  long  smoaked 
at  the  prayeris  of  his  people  will  retume  now  wnto  ws  with  mercie  and 
loveing  kyndnes.  Though  wee  have  not  the  opportunitie  to  be  near  your 
Majesties  royall  persone  to  expres  our  humble  dewtie  and  affectione,  jrit 
we  assuir  your  Majestie  that  yow  ar  most  cordiallie  welcome  to  your  good 
people  heir  out  of  whose  heartis  no  length  of  tyme  nor  sway  of  bloody 
vsurperis  could  ever  displace  your  Majestie  though  they  wer  permittit 
to  depryve  ws  of  your  royall  presence.  Wee  ar  unwilling  to  interupt  your 
Majestie  in  your  moir  weightie  efiairis  with  any  moir  lairge  account  of  the 
sence  of  our  heartis  concerning  this  so  great  a  mercie,  but  till  Qod  minister 
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fjuBe^i^  furth  opportunitie  of  bearing  witnes  to  our  professionis  by  our  actionis  in  our 
Letters  to  the^  stationis  we  sall  endevour  to  expres  it  in  our  thankfulnes  to  God  and  in  oor 
King.  prayeris  for  your  Majestic  that  God  may  preserve  and  bless  yow,  may  endew 

your  royall  heart  with  a  large  measur  of  the  graces  of  his  spirit,  may  direct 
and  assist  you  to  seik  the  good  of  the  Lordis  Jerusalem  and  the  wealfair 
of  your  people,  and  may  mak  your  Majestie  ane  nursing  father  to  the  trew 
religione  as  it  is  establisched  amongst  ws,  which  wee  ar  confident  (througb 
the  blessing  of  God)  will  render  your  Majestie  a  most  glorious,  renouned, 
and  great  monarch,  the  joy  and  delight  of  the  present  and  succeeding 
I  generation  is  who  sall  observe  or  have  left  to  them  wpon  record  what  great 

I  advantages  God  hath  brocht  furth  of  that  which  bloody  men  did  intend 

for  evill  in  fiting  your  Majestie  by  your  afflictionis  to  rule  for  Him  and  in 
His  fear.  As  thes  ar  the  humble  prayeris  of  all  your  Majesties  humble 
subjectis  in  this  kingdome  so  in  particular,  of  your  most  sacred  Majesties 
most  humble  and  loyall  subjectis.    (Subscryves)  Ja.  Stewart,  moderatour. 

edixbcroh.  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

10  July  1660. 

Commiflsioners.  Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Stewart,  John  Denhame,  James  Borthwick; 
Pearth,  Mr  John  Patersone ;  Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum ; 
Abirdeine,  Gilbert  Gray  ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime  ;  Linlithgow,  Androw 
Glen ;  St  Androis,  Androw  Carstairis  ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Ayr,  William 
Cunynghame  ;  Hadingtoun,  George  Forrest ;  Dysart,  William  Symsoune  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Monros,  Robert  Rait ;  Anstruther  Eister ; 
William  Black  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Cunynghame  ;  Innemes,  Finlay  Fraser ; 
Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun  ;  Inerkeything,  Thomas  Thomsone ;  King- 
home,  Johne  Bruce  ;  Brichane,  John  Skynner ;  Irving,  Allan  Dunlope ; 
Jedburgh,  Robert  Ker;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johne  Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  Hew 
Kynneir ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ;  Selkirk,  Robert  Elliot ;  Dum- 
bartane,  John  Cunynghame  ;  Dumbar,  Thomas  Purves  ;  Ramfrew,  Robert 
Hall ;  Lanrick,  Michaell  Getnmill ;  Arbroath,  Johne  Auchterlonie  ;  Elgene, 
Androw  Leslie ;  Culros,  William  Pearsone ;  Whithome,  Alexander 
Donald sone  ;  Forfar,  George  Wood ;  Naime,  Robert  Bajme ;  Forres, 
Johne  Laynge ;  Lauder,  Johne  Maitland  ;  Quensferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ; 
Coupar,  Pittinweeme,  Anstmther  Wester,  Peibles,  Caraill,  Taiue,  Bamff, 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  509 

Rothesay,   Rutherglen,   Northberwick,  CuUen,   Kilrennie,  Annan,  Locb-  a)iNBUROBL 
mabeine,  Sancbar,  Gallaway,  Dingwall,  Domocb  and  Inueraray  (blanjc).      - 


10  July  1660. 

1 .  Sir  James  Stewart,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.    Moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve  and  from  two  till  Houria  of 
six  ;  same  regulations  as  formerly  with  reference  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  ™«i"^- 
voting. 

3.  The  committee  for  revising  the  commissions  reported  that  they  were  Commiasiouns. 
sujQBcient,  except  the  commission  of  Elgin,  which  was  not  signed  by  a  member  of 

council,  or  sealed,  and  that  of  Sanquhair,  because  it  was  in  favour  of  a  person  not 
qualified.     The  former  commission  was  sustained  and  the  other  refused. 

4.  Anent  the  3d  act  of  last  geneiul  convention,  the  commissioners,  "  being  Diligence, 
sensible  that  judicatories  have  bein  silent  since  the  last  generall  conventione  and  ^iSemereatis. 
no   prosecution    could    be    maid    against   the    saidis   persones  contraveinaries,*' 

ordained  the  agent  and  burghs  to  prosecute  the  actions  when  judicatories  shall 
be  established. 

5.  The   present   comissioneris  of  burro  wis  appointis  the  burghis  of  Ansuer,  letter, 
Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Androis,  dSne,  William 
Glasgow,  Air  and  Hadingtoun,  with  the  burghis  of  Innemes  and  Bruntil-  Th<>™^^- 
land,  to  be  ane  comittee  for  privie  conference,  and  sevin  to  be  ane  quorum, 

and  that  the  haill  articles  contained  in  William  Thomson  thair  agent  at 
London  his  letter  direct  be  him  to  the  generall  conventione  may  be  taikin 
be  tham  in  consideratioune  and  thair  report  thairof  to  be  mad  to  the 
whole  bodie  to  the  effect  ane  full  and  perfect  ansuer  thairof  may  be 
returned  to  him  befoir  the  dissolving  of  this  present  conventione. 

11  July  1660. 

6.  Referring  to  the  4th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  commissioners  Cuninghame, 
suspended  Thomas  Cunninghame  from  his  office  of  factor  at  Campheir,  until  he  ^^^T*  ■^" 
found  sufficient  caution  of  new. 

7.  Continued  the  4th  article  of  the  missive  as  to  enrolling  of  the  town  of  inrollment, 
Eosmarkie  and  Chanrie  amongst  the  number  of  free  royal  burghs  to  be  a  head  of  Ro«Daarkie. 
next  missive. 

8.  The  commissioners  having  considered  the  report  of  a  committee  of  their  Letteris,  con- 
number  as  to  two  letters,  one  received  from  Sir  Patrick  Dmmmond  and  the  other  servatoiir. 
from  Sir  Thomas  Cuninghame,  as  to  the  office  of  conservator,  they  agreed  that  it 
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Edinburgh,  would  be  ^^  inconvenient  to  the  burrowis  to  give  any  ansuer  at  present  to  ather 
11  July  1660.  q£  |.jjg  saidis  letteris,  but  that  ane  letter  be  wreatin  be  George  Cheyne  in  thair 
Letteris,  con-    names  to  William  Thomsone  that  he  may  speak  and  be  informed  be  thame  anent 

the  veritie  of  the  contentis  of  both  thair  letteris  and  to  know  the  waliditie  of 

ather  of  thair  richtis  to  the  said  office." 
Defence,  9.  Ordained  the  burghs  mentioned  in  the  ninth  act  of  the  particular  conven- 

/»Q/\   AAA      X  ^^  * 

>"W8ig.      Wqi^^  \iq\6.  in   March  last,  to  report  their  farther   diligence  to   next    general 

convention. 
Vniformitie  of  1 0.  The  commissioners  understanding  there  is  a  difference  of  the  measures  of 

measure.  victual  and  all   sort  of  grain,  ratified  all  acts  of  burghs  formerly  made    for 

uniformity  of  measures,  and  ordained  each    commissioner  to  intimate  to  the 

respective  burghs  that  no  measures  be  used  but  such  as  are  conform  to  the 

standard  of  Linlithgow. 
Foreign  salt.  11.  Continued  the  article  of  the  missive  as  to  uniformity  of  the  measure  of 

foreign  salt  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 
fiarrelliA,  fisch.         1 2.  Ordained  the  commissioners  to  intimate  of  new  to  their  respective  barghs 

the  former  act  as  to  barrels,  transporting  and  selling  of  salmon,  herring,  and 

white  fish,  furth  of  the  nation,  and  to  report  their  diligence  in  putting  the  act  of 

parliament  in  execution. 
Commissionere         1 3.  Approved  of  the  payment  of  £4  Scots  per  diem  for  attendance  in  Edin- 
per   lem.     |J^J.gJ^  ^  gj^^jj^  Qf  those  commissioners  appointed  to  keep  correspondence  with 

William  Thomson,  agent  at  London,  and  those  appointed  to  attend  the  defending 

the  action  as  to  payment  of  £30,000  sterling  of  public  debt. 

12  July  1660. 

Burgesses,  14.  Anent  the  third  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  January  1659 

wnfreemen.       ^s  to  punishing  free  burgesses  for  "  culloring  "  unireemens'  goods  and  also  unfree 

tmders  within  their  bounds,  the  most  part  of  the  burghs  reported  such  diligence 

*'  as  could  be  effectuat  be  them  in  such  a  tyme  quhair  no  la  wis  wer  patent ;  "  bat 

it  being  found  that  the  burghs  of  Kamfrow  and  Inveraray  had  made  certain 

residenters  in  Greinock  burgesses  who  daily  exercise  trade,  these  burghs  were 

ordained  to  cause  all  their  burgesses  to  make  residence  or  to  deprive  them  of 

their  liberty. 

Agontis  15.  The  auditors  having  repoi*ted  on  the  accounts  of  William  Brown,  agent, 

corapts,  dili-     the  burghs  were  ordained  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  sum  of  £2008,  ISs.,  in  which 

fowis^  agent.     ^^  ^^  superexpended,  "  and  in  respect  that  the  lawe  has  bein  silent  since  the  last 

generall  conveutione,  so  that  no  farder  dilligence  could  be  done,"  the  commissionerB 

accepted  the  excuse  for  diligence  of  the  agent  and  burghs  mentioned  in  the 

eleventh  and  twentieth  acts  of  last  general  convention,  and  ninth  act  of  the 

particular  convention  held  in  March  1659,  ''and  oixlainis  thame  to  doe  farder 

dilligence  in  the  premissis  quhen  law  salbe  patent." 
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16.  The  comittie  that  wer  appointit  to  reveise  and  considder  wpoD  S^J^^^ggn 
the  haill  articles  contained  in  William  Thomson,  thair  agent  at  London,  Ansuer  wii- 
his  letter  sent  to  the  burrowis,  haveing  givin  in  thair  report  thairanent,  Ham  Thomsons 
thair  wes  ane  draught  of  ane  ansuer  to  the  said  letter  ordained  to  be  Londone. 
drawn  wp,  which  being  red  in  presence  of  the  haill  borrowis  they  did  all 
approv  thairof,  and  ordained  the  same  to  be  heir  insert,  quhairof  the 
tenor  foUowis  : — "  Your  letter  of  the  fyft  instant  wee  resaued  and  efter 
serious  consideratione  all  did  agree  to  retume  you  this  ansuer,  first,  they 
ar  verie  sensible  of  your  great  paines,  cair,  and  faithfulnes  in  persewance 
of  thair  effairis  formerlie  intrusted  to  you  and  wpon  everie  emergent 
wherin  they  ar  concerned,  as  also  of  the  difficulties  and  discuradgment 
yow  rancounter  with,  and  will  in  dew  tyme  give  yow  thair  owin  thankis. 
Wee  ar  weill  satisfied  with  the  payment  of  Sir  Thomas  Clarges  his  halff 
yeiris  sallarie  and  doe  desyr  yow  in  our  names  to  give  thankis  for  his 
kyndlie  acceptance  of  our  imployment  and  will  not  doubt  but  in  your 
absence  will  cairfuUie  advert  to  our  concemmentis,  prevent  our  pre- 
judices, and  give  ws  tymous  informatioune  when  any  such  sail  offer 
which  will  ever  be  thankfuUie  resented.  Wee  conceave  you  have  done 
best  for  the  publict  good  of  our  effairis  to  have  stayed  for  some  tyme  and 
wait  to  know  quhat  salbe  the  result  in  relatione  to  the  government  and 
doe  allow  yow  to  stay  vntill  the  tyme  of  the  settling  of  our  parliament 
be  knowine  and  most  of  our  nobl  men  and  gentlmen  who  hes  hand  in 
manadgment  of  publict  effairis  retume  homeward,  which  wee  expect  will 
be  er  long,  and  what  yow  did  in  not  concurring  with  settling  of  judica- 
tories in  that  way  they  wer  establiscbed  the  tyme  yee  went  fro  this, 
seing  God  hes  brought  our  deliverance  to  this  happie  conditione  wee  can- 
not bot  approve  and  thank  you  for  it.  As  to  thos  thingis  yow  apprehendit 
wer  designit  anent  debitor  and  creditor  or  runninge  that  way  wee  doe 
approve  your  oppositionis  and  desyr  the  continuance  of  your  best  inde- 
wouris.  As  for  convoyis,  the  remnent  of  tread  to  the  north  or  elswhair 
is  quhyt  undone  for  want  of  them,  so  effectual  meanis  wold  be  wseit  with 
his  Maiestie  that  some  way  may  be  takin  for  constant  and  secret  con- 
woyes  abroad  for  guarding  the  north,  east,  and  west  seas,  for  some 
weschellis  ar  taikin  als  oft  as  they  adventur,  which  is  no  small  los  to  this 
state.  And  especiallie  yow  endeavour  that  convoyis  be  sent  to  the  Sound 
wher  it  is  not  to  be  doubtit  but  the  easter  fleit  ar  now  lying  waiting  at 
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Edinburgh.     Elsinnore.     As  to  thos  letteris  directit  to  his  Maiestie  frome  the  former 

? — -^  particular  conventionis  of  burrowis,  which  when  they  came  yow  consultit 

liara^Thomims  ^^e  conveniencie  of  the  delyverie  of  them  with  our  freindis  who  thought 
LDrSoniP"*  ^*  not  fitt  yow  sould  doe  it,  wee  haue  sein  the  letteris,  and  altho  wee  can- 
not bot  approve  of  thame  yit  you  being  wpon  the  place  wee  doubt  not  but 
wilbe  able  to  give  satisfieing  reasonis  at  your  retume  why  they  wer  not 
delyverit  so  that  wee  sail  pres  them  no  farder,  not  being  conveinent  of  so 
old  daitis  to  be  delyverit.  It  is  strange  to  ws,  if  anything  could  be  thought 
strange  in  the  age  we  leive  in,  that  any  sould  offer  to  be  striving  to  bring 
such  wndir  censur  as  did  bear  office  in  the  burrowis  to  prevent  wtter 
confusione  and  desolatione  considdering  how  many  in  cuntrie  and  burghis 
heir  wer  driven  to  act  wpon  such  necessitie,  the  quarrelling  now  by  the 
good  example  of  England  might  bom  thought  sould  have  bein  past  in 
silence  as  better  seruice  both  to  kirk  and  kingdomes.  However  wee 
comend  your  cair  and  dilligence  and  doubtis  not  your  continuance  in  the 
samyn,  and  that  you  will  endevour,  if  this  be  not  allreadie  prevented, 
that  his  Maiestie  will  tak  the  counsall  of  expert  laweris  who  can  give 
advyce  quhat  the  conditione  of  the  peopl  schould  be  who  ar  leiving 
wndir  him  who  is  in  the  exerceis  of  supreame  powar,  the  lawful!  air 
wiolentlie  deteyned  from  it.  As  for  setling  of  government  wee  blis  the 
Lord  for  his  Maiesties  retume  to  the  exerceis  thairof,  and  ar  hopfull  the 
Lord  will  direct  his  Maiestie  that  efber  so  long  and  great  tnibles  he  will 
tak  such  cours  that  all  his  good  subjectes  may  leive  in  peace  and  quyet- 
nes,  that  he  may  regne  over  thair  heartis  als  weall  as  thair  personis  and 
estaitis.  For  coall  and  salt  yow  wold  continow  in  the  way  of  your 
instructionis  to  prevent  imposition  on  such  as  may  be  transported  fra 
this  to  England  which  will  much  prejudice  if  not  ruyne  that  tread  which 
is  of  greatest  concernment  of  any  comoditie  cumes  fra  this  kingdome. 
As  for  that  thousand  pund  sterling  givin  in  name  of  the  burrowis  to  his 
Maiestie  in  Holland  wee  haue  ordered  everie  comissioner  to  pay  his  pro- 
portione  to  the  agent,  whilk  all  present  hes  promised  to  satifie,  for 
strengthening  the  towne  of  Edinburgh  in  that  particular  to  accept  your 
billis.  And  for  the  wther  tuo  hundreth  pundis  what  is  not  payit 
thairof  is  now  ordoured  to  be  done,  but  for  the  wther  aucht  hundreth 
pund  making  wp  the  thousand  lib.  whilk  yow  wreat  that  the  magistratia 
and  counsall   hes    advancit   and    payit,    the    general!    conventione    hes 
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resolued  wpon  accompt  presentit  to  thame  or  to  whome  they  sail  rive  Edinburoh. 

10   Tiilxr  lA^tA 

powar  for  that  effect  that  all  the  readiest  and  speidiest  wayes  be  useit  for 


repaying  the  samyn  with  the  annual  rentis  till  it  be  compleitit,  which  li^^omsons 
you  know  is  vswall  and  is  the  ordinar  cours  of  the  generall  conventione,  ^^one  ^"^^  ** 
tho  wee  fund  by  the  comissioneris  of  Edinburgh  that  thair  straitis  ar  such 
as  they  wer  most  earnest  to  haue  had  all  repayit,  but  it  could  not  be 
grantit,  the  money  not  being  to  be  brocht  till  the  accompt  be  givin  in. 
And  for  the  giving  of  anie  trew  accompt  of  the  imploying  of  it,  wee 
doubt  not  but  as  your  letteris  beare  if  yow  sail  give  out  any  for  the 
toune  you  sail  buy  the  sadle  on  the  right  hors  and  ar  not  in  the  least 
doubtfuU  of  your  faithfullnes  thairin.  Wee  ar  informed  that  Captau  Lang- 
lands  and  wtheria  haue  procuired  comissionis  frome  the  King  of  Portugall 
and  be  wertew  thairof  seaze  wpon  the  Dutch  in  our  watteris  which  yee 
wold  represent  to  his  Maiestie  that  some  cours  may  be  takin  thairin. 
Since  yow  ar  not  certane  of  your  retume  wee  could  not  appoynt  ane 
melting  of  the  burrowis  but  hes  warrandit  the  toune  of  Edinburgh 
to  call  ane  particular  convention  of  burrowis  efter  your  retume 
who  no  doubt  wilbe  glad  to  see  you,  heir  your  report,  and  give  yow 
thankis,  et  cetera.  Which  being  red  and  approvin  they  ordained  the 
samyne  to  be  subscryuit  and  sent  to  thair  agent  be  the  moderatour. 

17.  Anent  the  12  act  of  the  said  last  generall  conventione  of  Alteration  taxt 
burrowis  ordaining  ilk  burgh  to  have  sent  thair  commissioneris  sufficient-  ^ 
lie  instructit  to  this  generall  conventione  anent  the  alteratione  of  the 
taxt  roll,  which  being  recomendit  to  ane  comittee  to  give  thair  judgment 
anent  the  expediencie  or  inexpediencie  of  the  alteratione  thairof  at  this 
tyme  or  not,  who  did  declair  that  they  thought  it  most  just  that  the 
stent  roll  sould  be  renewed,  that  each  brugh  may  cary  thair  just  propor- 
tioun,  but  in  respect  thair  is  ane  parliament  schortlie  expectit  quhairin 
aymitie  is  most  requisit  to  be  keipit  amongst  the  burrowis,  and  that  it 
sould  be  endevoured  in  that  parliament  that  the  great  decay  and  lossis 
of  the  burrowis  be  representit  and  ane  abaitment  indewoured  of  the  sext 
pairt  of  all  publict  burdingis  which  is  the  most  probabl  way  to  get  releiff 
of  thair  burdingis,  thairfoir  they  have  thought  fitt  to  continew  the  samyne 
till  the  melting  of  the  parliament  quhair  all  the  burrowis  ar  to  be  present 
by  thair  commissioneris,  that  thair  lossis  may  be  considderit  and  re- 
dressed, and  that  immediatlie  efter  the  dissolutione  of  that  parliament 

3  T 
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BoMBOMH.     the   burrowia  sail  continew   thair  meiting,   and  tak  to  thair  considera- 

— ^ '—  tione  the  alteratione  of  the  said  roll  and  proceid  thairia  as  the  buirowis 

^teniton  groaning  unJer  the  burdingis  may  be  releaved  and  all  alyik  lyabl  to 
tbair  dew  proportionis.  Quhilk  report  being  read  in  presence  of  the 
haill  burrowis  they  did  all  approw  thain^  and  continewis  the  alterratioae 
thairof  the  said  tytne. 

Agant,  ofltioiu.         18,  Ingtmcted  the  agent  not  to  disburse  more  nton^j  in  prosecuting  any 

action  till  he  receive  a  &rtfaer  warrant. 

^theaay,  19-24,  Continued  the  following  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missiTe,  vit  (19) 

liD^^mfrowi  ^^  rental  and  common  lands  of  Bothesay  as  in  the  8th  act  of  last  general  oon- 

iDToraray,  Bri-  Tention  ;  (20)  the  9th  act  of  last  general  cottrention  ordaining  Wigton  to  pro- 

nM>''Hiu^    duce  their  decreet  arbitral  j  (21)  the  13th  act  of  last  general  convention  as  to 

deorait  orbi- '    Stirling  prosecutijig  unfreo  tradeni ;    (22)  the  act  of  hut  genetal  oonTention 

^^'  as  to  selling  part  of  the  common  lands  of  Eam&ew  ;  (23)  the  33d  act  of  last 

general  convention  as  to  the  superiority  of  laveraisy  ;  and  (24)  the  23d  act  of 

last  general  convention  an  to  the  common  lands  of  Brtchane,  the  fith  act  of  that 

convention  as  to  the  action  of  InveniesB  against  the   inhabitants  of  Thnno^ 

and  the  9th  act  of  the  pai-ticular  convention  in  January  last  as  to  the  action 

of  Munros  against  the  possessors  of  their  salmon  fishings  in  North  and  South 

Esks. 

E^iptjone  25.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Tain  from  sending  commissionen  to 

conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Arbroath,  26.   The  present  comiBeioneris  of  burrowee  ordainea   the  bi-ughes  of 

Dundie,  Munros,  Brichaae  and  Forfar  to  deall  for  accomodation  betuixt 
the  burgh  of  Arbroath  and  David  Sutor,  possessor  of  thair  comoun  milne, 
and  in  caice  of  not  amicable  agreement  ordaines  the  agent  and  Edinburgh, 
wpou  the  charges  of  the  haill  burrowis,  to  concurr  and  assist  the  said 
burgh  of  Arbroath  in  the  proseciitioune  of  the  discussing  thairof  befoir 
the  ordioar  judg. 

ifBini,  cam-  27.  Anent  the  BUpplieatioun  and  complaint  givin  in  be  Andrew  Mak- 

kie,  merchand  in  Dundie,  complaining  that  the  burgh  of  Naime  bad 
fyned  him  in  ane  certane  sowme  of  money  for  selling  of  aex  firlotes  salt 
to  fischeries,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  remittis  the  tryall 
and  examinations  thairof  to  the  burghis  of  Innemes,  Elgin,  and  Forres, 
with  powar  to  tbame  to  determine  thairin  as  they  sail  sie  cans,  aad  the 
said  burgbis  to  give  ane  report  beiranent  to  the  nixt  general!  coaventione, 
as  also  ordaines  the  said  hui^h  of  Naime  to  give  in  ane  particular  aoocmpt 
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of  the   rental  of  thair  comoun  landis  and  comoun  good  and  how  the  edinbuboh. 
samyn  is  imployed  in  the  said  nixt  generall  convention.  12  July  1660. 

13  July  1660. 

28.  The  comittie  that  wer  appointed  to  give  in  thair  report  of  thair  staple  port 
resolutionis  concerning  the  stapl   port  of  Campheir  haveing   considerit 
thairwpon  think   fit  that  letteris  be  wreat  unto  the  haill  factores    at 
Campheir  to  mak  thair  appearance  heir  at  the  nixt  generall  conventione 

of  burrowis,  as  also  that  informatione  may  be  givin  thame  that  they 
advance  money  to  the  marchant  efter  saill  of  thair  goodis,  abaithing  onlie 
so  much  as  the  actis  of  burrowis  does  prescryve,  and  not  to  exceid  the 
samyne,  and  that  they  would  have  ane  speciall  cair  that  Daniel  Deromok 
and  wtheris  mentionat  in  the  act  of  burrowis  mad  at  Dysart  in  July 
1631  be  dischargit  from  inhanceing  or  monopolizing  the  plaiding  or  any 
wther  stapl  comoditie,  wndir  the  paines  contained  in  the  said  act^  ane 
extract  quhairof  they  thocht  fit  to  be  sent  them,  and  that  the  factores  in 
whose  handis  the  stock  for  payment  of  the  ministeris  stipendis  is  lying 
that  the  samyn  may  be  sufficientlie  secured  to  the  satisfactioun  of  the 
burrowis.  Quhilk  report  being  heard  be  the  haill  commissioneris  con- 
veined  they  unanimouslie  approve  thairof  and  ordaines  thair  dark  in  thair 
names  to  wreat  to  the  factoris  to  the  effect  abonewritten. 

29.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  consideratione  Supplie,  Whyt- 
how  necessar  it  is  to  both  natiues  and  strangeris  that  are  travelleris  in 

the  westeme  seas  that  ane  sufficient  herberie  be  erectit  at  the  burgh  of 
Whithorne,  and  undirstanding  by  ane  supplication  presentit  to  thame  by 
the  comissioner  of  the  said  burgh  that  the  samjm  is  altogither  decayed, 
and  of  thair  inhabilitie  to  repair  the  samyn,  thairfoir  they  have  allowed 
tham  the  sowme  of  three  hundreth  merkis  to  be  imployed  towardis  the 
reparatione  of  thair  said  herberie,  and  ordanis  ilk  burgh  to  send  thair 
proportione  thairof  to  the  next  generall  conventione  of  burrowis. 

30.  The  comittie  appointit  for  reveising  the  actis  of  the  respectiue  ApprobaUon, 
particular  conventionis  and  to  give  in  thair  report  thairanent  did  mak  S^etttiones. 
thair  report  that  they  had  pervsed  and  revesed  the  samjme  and  did  find 

the  most  materiall  actis  which  wer  agitat  thairin  had  been  discussed  in 
this  generall  missive,  and  thairfoire  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowii 
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xt'j'ijlwi    ^■^*'''>"S  heard  the  report  of  the  taid  ccmittee  does  ladfie  and approre  the 


traMoi. 


.  Continool  till  Bext  genrrxl  conraitiot]  the  nif^licatioa  of  Jolin  Taile- 
joar,  Iftt«  jirf/rrjHt  of  Monros,  againat  the  butieB  of  tLat  boigli  for  wrongooslj 
arnMtiDg  »  ohtp's  iMtding  of  timber  belonghig  to  him  and  »m«fting  him  in  their 
cciincil  Ixx^Iu  a«  a  foretrtaller. 
<Vnf«r.  erjin-  32.  0>Dtinne<I  till  next  general  oonTentira   the  rai^Iicatioa    of  Androv 

Mu.  cUrlubip.  Hedderwick  an^t  bin  reception  to  the  common  clerkshipofthebor^orCiMipar, 

and  nnlawed  that  bni-gh  in  £20  for  absenoe  from  this  convention. 
{J™pW"".  33.  Cnuited  eaemirtion  to  the  bnr^  of  Nairn  from  i 

to  convention*  for  the  space  of  three  jean,  on  the  nsoal  conditiona. 
CV.nMrt)*  in-  34.  A|ipointed  a  anpiilication    of  the  town  of    Cromar^  craving    to    be 

"^  '"*"  '  enrolled  amongst  the  number  of  free  rojal  bnrgha,  conform  to  their  charter  of 

erection,  to  be  considered  at  next  general  convention. 

rflSrJyiT**  ^'*'   ■*^<*'^t  ""^  flupplicatione  presentit  to  the  burrowis  he  the  burgh 

of  KIgyn  deuyring  thair  approbatione  to  the  magistiatis  and  counsall  of 
t}ic  MHid  burgh  for  traneportipg  of  thair  tnercat  croce  frome  ane  ohecuir 
and  hid  place  quhair  it  now  standiB  to  a  moir  puhlict  and  eminent  place 
of  thair  aaid  bur^^h  for  the  weall  of  tbe  leges  and  the  stud  burgh,  the 
preMcnt  comifwioneriff  of  burrowis  ordanis  the  buighs  of  Innemes,  Bamff, 
and  Korres,  to  meit  at  the  burgh  of  Elgin  at  som  convenient  day  befoir 
tlio  lufft  of  August  nixt  and  endeavour  agreement  betuizt  the  magistratis 
and  certane  nightbowris  opposeris  of  the  tranHportatioune  of  the  said 
cnico,  and  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiraneot  to  the  nizt  generall 
con  veil  tiono. 

N»im«,  «TO-  go.  Xncnt  the  supplicatione  given  in  to  the  present  comisaioDeiiB  of 

burrowis  bo  the  comissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Naime  desyring  the  bnrghis 
(uljaccint  to  concurr  and  assist  thame  in  recovering  of  thair  comoun  mer- 
CfitiH  to  bu  at  thair  burgh,  dcteined  frome  thame  by  contmy  gentlmen, 
and  in  viHiting  the  conditione  of  thair  burgh,  and  to  report,  the  present 
eoniisHJoneris  onlaincs  the  agent,  with  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with  such 
wthor  biirghis  as  salt  bappin  to  be  in  towne,  to  give  thair  concurrence  to 
the  Haiti  burgh  of  Naimc  in  recovering  of  thair  said  mercatis  befoir  the 
jndg  onliniir,  niu)  the  burgh  of  Inucmes,  Dingwall,  and  Dornoch  to  vudt 
till'  cotulitiuno  of  the  snid  bnigh  and  to  report 

37.  [For  obcdiouco  of  tlie  7th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held 
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in  January  1659,  and  the  6th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  Edinburgh. 

January  1660,]  compeared  both  parties  and  produced  hinc  inde  thair — — 1- 

counsall  book,  protestationes,  and  grivances  to  be  seen  and  considerit  be  Ku-kcaidTe,' 
the  saidis  burrowis,  quhilk  the  present  comissioneris  recomendis  to  ane  ^^^^  Magia- 
comittee  of  thair  number  that  thay  report  thair  opinion  and  judgment 
thairanent  to  the  bodie,  and  quhilk  counsall  bulk  and  wtheris  paperis 
being  seine  and  considerit  be  the  said  comittee  appointit  to  that  effect 
they  gave  in  thair  report  as  followis  to  wit : — The  comittee  haveing 
heard  the  magistratis  of  Kirkcaldie  anent  thair  lait  electione  who  produced 
the   decreit   arbitrall  of  the  burrowis  with  thair  counsall  book,  as  also 
haveing   heard   Dauid   Ferguson   who   produced   the   supplicatione  with 
severall  protestationis,  all  red,  and  efter  ane  full  hearing  and  debait  of  all 
the  meritis  of  the  bussienes,  they  find  that  by  thair  decreit  arbitrall  the 
arbiteris  did  deceme  the  counsall  of  Kirkcaldie  in  all  tyme  coming  to 
consist  of  twentie  ane  persones,  quhairof  thair  sould  be  eight  traffiqueing 
merchandis,  ten  sailleris,  and  three  craftismen,  and  that  in  the  last  elec- 
tion thair  had  beine  ten  sailleris,  four  traffiquing  merchandis,  and  four 
maltmen  and  three  craftismen  electit,  so  that  both  pairties  acknowledging 
thamselves  willing  to  stand  to  the  foirsaid  decreit  arbitrall,   they  find  the 
onlie  difference  to  arys  whither  maltmen  be  includit  wndir  the  name  of 
treaderis  or  merchandis,  the  comittee  judg  it  fitt  that  the  foirsaid  decreit 
[be]  ratefied  and  approuin  by  this  generall  conventione,  and  it  be  explained 
quhat  distinctione  is  maid  of  merchandis,  sailleris,  and  maltmen,  that  all 
thes  ar  wndirstood  to  be  gild  brethir  which  is  the  proper  name  dew  to  all 
who   ar  not  incorporat  wndir   any  of  the   merchant  treadis  and  craftis 
within  the  said  burgh,  and  that  the  eighteine  to  be  electit  may  be  pro- 
miscouslie  electit  of  merchandis,  sailleris,  or  maltmen  without  the  regard 
of  the  numberis  and  distinctionis  mentioned  in  the  said  decreit.      Which 
report  being  read  in  presence  of  the  whole  burrowis,  and  both  pairties 
being  present  who  did   agree  to  the   said  report,  thairfoir  the  present 
comissioneris    aproves   the   said   report  and  ordaines   this  ordour  to  be 
punctuallie  keipit  in  all  tyme  cuming,  and  recomendis  vnitie  and  peace 
amongst  thame  selves,  and  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  to  report  thair  dilli- 
gence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  wndir  the  paine  of  20  lib. 
and  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  missive. 
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Kirkoaldie. 


Particular 
conyention. 


Particular  con- 
ventione,  re- 
turn agent. 


Edinburgh, 
comissioneris. 


Oibsone  contra 
conservator. 


Monrofl. 


14  July  1660. 

38.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  supplication  by  the  bui^h  of 
Kirkcaldie  craving  the  submission  given  in  by  them  in  regard  to  the  letter  of 
guildry  to  be  redelivered  in  respect  they  had  fulfilled  their  part. 

39.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  conceaving  that  several! 
bussienes  may  fall  in  betuixt  and  Thursday  nixt  and  that  letteris   and 
wther  iDfonnationis  may  come  firome  thair  agent,  William  Thomsone,  at 
court,  which  may  conceme  the  greatest  interest  and  privileges    of  the 
burrowis,  and  that  thair  ar  some  particularis  remittit  frome  this  general! 
conventione  to  be  determined  by  them,  thairfoir  they  have  nominat  and 
ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  [and  17  other  burghs,]  or  any  fyve  of 
them,  with  the  comissioneris  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  ane  quorum,  with  powar 
to  them  to  receave  any  letteris  concerning  the  effibiris  of  burro¥ns  and  to 
retume  ansueris  thairto  and  to  determine  wpon  everie  thing  recomendit 
to  them  be  this  present  convention. 

40.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considdering  that  it  is 
necessar  that  thair  be  ane  particular  meeting  of  burrowis  appointed  efter 
William  Thomson,  thair  agent,  his  return  frome  London,  for  heiring  his 
report  of  all  matteris  intrusted  to  him  and  for  preyparing  such  bussienes 
as  may  relait  to  the  estait  of  the  burrowis  at  the  ensueing  parliament, 
thairfoir  the  present  commissioneris  of  burrowis  gives  powar  and  warrant 
to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  efter  the  retume  of  the  said  William  Thomson 
to  call  ane  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  to  consist  of  als  many  as  can 
convenientlie  be  had. 

41.  Forsamikle  as  it  hes  bein  moved  that  off  lat,  contrair  to  the  ancient 
custome  of  burrowis,  that  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  comissionat  three  to  sit 
in  particular  conventionis,  which  is  onlie  proper  to  thame  when  the 
generall  conventione  sitis  in  thair  burgh,  thairfoir  the  burrowis  statutis 
and  ordaines  that  in  all  particular  conventiones  heirefber  the  toune  of 
Edinburgh  sail  have  onlie  two  comissioneris  allowed  them. 

42.  Ordained  the  complaint  of  Robert  Qibsone,  merchant,  against  Thomas 
Cunynghame,  conservator,  to  be  considered  at  next  general  convention,  and  the 
conservator  to  be  present. 

43.  Referred  to  the  particular  convention  appointed  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next 
the  supplication  given  in  by  the  merchants  against  the  magistrates  and  oonnoil 
of  Monrot. 
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44.  ITnlawed  eighteen  burghs  in  £20  Scots  each  for  being  absent  from  this  £dinbuboh. 

. .                       ^                   ®                                                             ®                                     14  July  1660. 
convention.  ^ 

45.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  con-  BurghwAbeent 
vention  to  be  held  at  Abirdein  in  July  next.  Ui^^^  conven- 
tion. 

Meeting  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  Convention  to      Edinburgh. 
conclude  certain  business^  held  at  Edinburgh.  ^ 

Edinburgh,  John  Denhame,  James  Borthwick ;  Pearth,  Mr  John  Commisdonop*, 
Patersone ;  Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume ;  Abirdein,  Gilbert 
Gray ;  Linlithgow,  Androw  Glen ;  Glasgow,  Johne  Bell ;  Air,  William 
Cuninghame ;  Innemes,  Finlay  Fraser ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Jed- 
burgh, Robert  Ker ;  Irving,  Allane  Dunlope ;  Arbroath,  John  Auchter- 
lonie ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ;  Stirling,  St  Androis,  Hadingtoun, 
Bruntilland,  and  Dysart,  (blank). 

17  July  1660. 

1.  John  Denhame,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.         Moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve  and  from  two  till  six.  Hours  of  meet- 

ing. 

3.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  appointis   the  burghis  of  vimtatioun, 
Pearth,   Stirling,   Culros,  Dumfertnling,  Kirkcaldie  and  Dysart  to  wisit  ^^^^^"^8^- 
the  burro wmuir  of  Dumfermling  and  to  mak  search  and  tryall  how  the 

samyne  may  be  improvein  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  comoun  good  of 
the  said  burgh  and  to  report  the  samyn  to  the  nixt  particular  conventione 
to  the  effect  they  may  approve  of  the  samyn  as  they  sail  sie  caus. 

18  July  1660. 

4.  The  comissioneris  who  wer  appointed  to  stay  at  Edinburgh  after  Robertoun, 
the  dissolveing  of  the  generall  convention  for  discussing  of  such  bussienes  •^^^^'^^  ^*^"* 
as  wes  recomendit  to  them   be  the  said  generall  convention,  appointis 

the  burghis  off  Glasgow,  Air  and  Irving  to  speik  with  maister  James 
Robertoun  anent  his  book  containing  the  practicks  of  the  maritime  lawis, 
quhairof  he  wes  desyrit  be  thame  to  make  ane  colectione,  conforme  to  the 
2d  act  of  the  particular  conventione  in  July  1659,  and  to  consddder 
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Edinburoh^     quhat  salbe  the  burrowis  cariadge  to  gratiefie  him  for  his  paines  tain 
thairin  and  quhat  may  be  satisfactorie  for  the  said  work,  and  to  report  to 


18  July  1660. 

Robertoim,  .  . 

admiraii  lawis.  the  Dixt  particular  convention. 


Unlaws. 


Difference, 
magistratis 
and  mer- 
chandis  of 
Monros. 


5.  The  commissioners  unlawed  ten  of  the  burghs  for  their  commissiooers 
departing  from  the  general  convention  before  subscribing  the  book. 

6.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  heard  the  supplication  givin 
in  be  the  severall  merchandis  of  Monros  against  the  deaconrie  thair  and 
wtheris  particularis  mentioned  thairin,  as  the  supplicatione  at  mair  length 
proportis,  and  haveing  inquyred  the  provest  and  some  of  the  deykines  of 
treadis  who  wer  present  give  they  wold  submitt  to  the  burrowis,  they  did 
find  the  deykins  not  free  thairvnto,  declairing  they  had  nather  power  nor 
comissioun  to  that  effect,  efter  full  and  matuir  consideratione  of  all  the 
mentis  of  the  said  bussienes  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  did  all  agree 
that  it  wes  fitt  to  forbear  any  farder  procedour  in  the  said  mater  but 
leives  it  to  the  farder  consideratione  of  the  generall  conventione  of  bur- 
rowis (which  is  expectit  to  be  at  this  ensewing  parliament)  or  any  wther 
competent  judicatorie ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme  they  charge  and  requyr 
the  present  magistratis  and  counsall  of  Monrose,  as  also  the  merchandis 
plentives,  that  they  cary  and  deport  thamselues  peaceablie  and  studie  and 
indevour  vnitie  and  concord  in  all  handis,  and  that  no  procedour  salbe 
vsed  by  the  magistratis  and  counsall  against  the  saidis  merchandis 
supplicantis  for  quhat  they  have  done  in  offering  of  thair  petitiounes  to 
the  borrowis ;  as  also  that  the  merchandis  supplicantis  sail  leive  peace- 
ablie, giving  all  just  respect  to  the  magistratis,  wntill  the  ensewing  generall 
conventione  of  burrowis  or  any  wther  competent  judicatorie  quhair  the 
materis  contraverted  may  have  ane  full  debait  and  determination  thairof, 
with  certificatione  that  if  ather  the  magistratis  or  counsall  of  Monros  or 
the  merchantis  supplicantis  sail  not  follow  this  the  chairge  and  advyce 
of  this  conventione  that  then  the  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  will  espous 
the  interest  of  thes  who  sail  comply  thairwith  against  the  wther  who  sail 
contraveine  the  samyne.  Which  ordinance  being  read  in  presence  of 
both  pairties,  the  provest  for  himself  and  in  name  of  the  magistratis 
and  counsall,  and  John  Tailyour,  James  Pedie  and  George  Smyth  for 
thamselves,  in  name  of  the  merchantis  complaineris,  did  acquies  and 
agree  to   the  ordinance  of  the  saidis   burrowis   abonewrittine   and    to 
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observe    the    samyn    punctuallie    and    to    report    to    the    first    generall  ^g  j^jy  15^, 

COnventione.  Bur^hiB,  par- 

tiou&r  oonven- 

7.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  direct  missives  to  twenty  of  the  tion. 
burghs  to  attend  a  particular  convention. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  w  SJitemw 

i6eo. 

Edinburgh,  Robert  Murray,  James  Borthwick  ;  Pearth,  Mr  John  Commimoners. 
Patersone  ;  Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume  ;  Abirdein,  Sir  Robert 
Farquhair ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime  ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew  Glen  ;  Glas- 
gow, James  Campbell ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame ;  Haddingtoun, 
William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Monros,  James  Brand  ; 
Bruntilland,  George  Gardin ;  Briclian,  George  Steill ;  Culros,  John 
Bumsyd  ;  Rutherglen,  Dauid  Spence  ;  Quensferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ; 
St  Androis,  Dysart,  Innemes,  Kinghorne,  Lrving,  Jedburgh,  Dumfermling, 
Selkirk,  Dumbartane,  Dumbar,  Ramfrew  and  Peibles  (blaTik). 

13  September  1660. 

1.  Robert  Murray,  first  in  commission  for  Edinbuigh,  elected  moderator.         Moderator. 

14  September  1660. 

2.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveined,  taking:  to  thair  con-  Comiasionerii 
sideratione  how  necessar  it  is  that  such  personis  as  wer  nominat  be  his  tending  oon- 
Majestie  and  parliament  in  anno  1651,  or  any  added  since  thairto  to  be^Sot^** 
of  the  comittee  of  estaites  to  attend  that  seruice,  and  that  it  is  just  that 
all  such  schould  have  thair  expenssis  duiring  thair  attendance,  and  quhair 
thair  ar  moir  persones  nominat  of  one  burgh  than  one  that  thame  quhom  the 
magistratis  and  counsall  of  the  said  burgh  sail  desyr  the  attendance  of 
moir  then  one,  then  thair  expenssis  to  be  lykwys  payed  to  thame  and  no 
wtherwys,  and  ordaines  this  to  be  intimat  to  all  the  burrowis  that  they 
may  conforme  thairto,  mak  readie  payment,  and  vs  all  laufull  executioune 
against  the  refuisaris  if  any  be. 

3  u 
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Edinburgh. 

J^eptem^r  15  September  1660. 


Letter,  chanc-  3.  The  comissioneiis  of  burrowis  now  conveined  haveing  resaued  ane 

t^n^of  m^-  letter  direct  to  them  frome  the  lord  chancelar  which  wes  read,  and  efter 
cwmLS^^  serious  consideratioune  thairof  thought  fit  the  samyn  sould  be  recordit, 
quhauof  the  tenor  foUowis: — Right  worthie.  Haveing  heard  of  ane  meiting 
of  the  burrowis,  and  considdering  of  how  much  importance  it  may  be  to 
his  Majesties  service  that  tymlie  cair  may  be  takin  that  at  tyme  of  the 
nixt  electionis  of  magistratis  and  counsallouris  in  the  Beverall  burghis 
such  oDlie  may  be  maid  choise  of  as  ar  of  known  fidelitie  and  loyalty 
towardis  his  Maiestie,  thought  I  have  good  reasone  to  be  considerit  that  in 
thankfullnes  to  so  great  a  mercie  which  God  has  manifested  to  ws  all  in 
the  happie  restoratione  of  our  most  gratious  Soveraue  non  of  you  will  be 
wanting  in  that  dewitie  yow  owe  to  his  sacred  Maiestie  in  your  stationis, 
yit  I  conceave  it  my  dewitie  to  put  yow  in  mynd  of  that  which  his 
Maiestie  does  expect  frome  your  affectionis  and  zeall  to  his  service,  and 
which  may  be  a  lasting  evidence  of  the  burrowis  of  Scotland  loyaltie  and 
rubbing  of  the  manie  reproches  hath  bein  laid  wpon  all  this  kingdome, 
occasioned  by  the  former  practissis  of  a  few  disloyall  personis  quho  pros- 
pered in  thair  wickednes  for  a  tyme  that  they  micht  be  the  easier  dis- 
covered and  rendered  un worthie  of  moir  trust  amongst  loyall  subjectis  ; 
bot  as  I  nowayes  doubt  of  your  guid  resolutionis  in  this,  so  at  this  tyme 
I  sail  not  give  yow  moir  trubl  but  that  this  and  all  wther  purpossis 
that  may  conceme  his  Maiesties  service  may  be  recomendit  to  your 
meiting  frome  your  affectionat  friend  and  servant,  Glencairne. — In 
persewance  quhairof  the  present  comissioneris,  conceaveing  themselves 
bound  to  endewour  that  none  that  dissassentit  to  his  Maiesties  govern- 
ment be  in  any  place  or  powar  in  thair  respectiue  corporationis,  did 
ordaine  and  heirby  ordaines  that  in  the  ensewing  electioun  of  magistratis, 
counsall,  and  all  wther  officiaris  within  burghis,  no  persone  or  personis 
who  contryued  or  subscryved  the  remonstrance  or  assodatione,  or  con- 
curred in  the  prosecutione  of  any  cours  for  promoteing  the  endis  thairof, 
or  protestit  against  any  publict  judicatories  thair  determinationis  since 
the  yeir  1650,  or  ar  anywys  dissaffectit  to  his  Maiesties  govemement^  or 
endcwouris  by  factione  or  seditioune  the  disturbance  of  his  Maiesties 
peace,  or  deserted  any  charge  in  his  Maiesties  armies  without  any  lawfull 
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warrande,  that  non  such  be  admitted  to  any  place  of  magistracie,  counsall,  fP^^^^^u* 
or   office   of  deaconrie   within   burgh  ;    and   ordaines   this    present    act  1660. 


speidilie  to  be  communicat  to  ilk  burgh  that  non  pretend  ignorance 
thairof. 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  it  to  thair  considerar-  Fiachinar tread, 
tione  how  advantagious  it  iiver  to  the  increase  of  tread  and  comoun  weall 

of  the  estait  of  burrowis  with  the  whol  kingdome  that  the  fisching  tread 
be  erected  within  the  samyn,  and  wnderstanding  by  thair  registeris  and 
wther  paperis  in  thair  clarkis  handis  that  the  said  tread  hes  bein 
endevoured  in  former  tymes  but  not  takin  full  eflfect,  thairfoir  the  present 
comissioneris  recomendis  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  cans  thair  clark 
search  thair  registeris  and  wther  paperis  relating  to  the  fisching  and  to 
extract  such  actis  and  paperis  as  may  give  some  insicht  and  clearing 
thairin  which  may  be  representit  to  the  ensuing  parliament. 

17  September  1660. 

5.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wndirstanding  that  non  of  Letter  to 
thair  addressis  hes  bein  presentit  to  the  Kingis  Maiestie  haw  thought  fit  frome  the 
that  ane  congratulatorie  letter  be  wreatin  and  subscryuit  be  the  haill  ^^"*®^^®* 
comissioneris  now  present  representing  thair  humbl  and  dutiefull  obedi- 
ence to  his  Maiesties  service,  with  ane  letter  to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill, 
secretarie  for  the  estait  of  Scotland,  desyring  him  with  the  concurrance 

of  William  Thomson,  thair  agent,  to  present  the  said  letter  to  the  Kingis 
Maiestie  which  they  desyr  to  be  recordit  in  thair  generall  register,  and 
quhairof  the  tenor  folio  wis  : — Most  sacred  Soverane.  As  nothing  did 
moir  reveive  ws  nor  your  Maiesties  happie  restoratione,  wpon  the  first 
hearing  whairof  wee  presumed  to  send  maister  Thomsone  to  congratulat 
the  samyn  and  tender  to  your  sacred  Maiestie  our  most  bound  and  dewti- 
full  service,  so  now  being  conveined  togither  wee  thought  it  most  suitable 
thairto  by  this  our  most  humble  address  to  ofier  ourselves  to  be  readie 
wpon  all  occasionis  to  promove  your  Maiesties  service,  and  now  hes  maid 
it  our  onlie  work  that  non  in  our  severall  corporationis  who  standis  in 
the  least  dissaffectit  to  your  Maiesties  government  schalbe  in  any  place  or 
powar  thairin,  that  thairby  in  the  ensueing  parliament,  or  in  any  of  your 
Maiesties  judicatories,  whair  by  your  Maiesties  favour  wee  ar  to  have 
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Edinbcroh.     ane  scliair,  non  may  appear  but  such  as  ar  cordiallie  devoted  to  promove 

17  SeDtember  '  j      rr  r 

1660.  your  Maiesties  commandis.       Royall  Sir,  it  hath  beine  the  honor  and 

Letter  to  happienes  of  your  Maiesties  free  royall  burrowis  to  be  immediatlie  de- 
fr^  th?^*^  pending  wpon  thair  kingis  and  to  be  protectit  in  the  injoyment  of  thair 
burrowia.  privileges  by  your  Maiestie  and  thame,  and  wee  doe  now  heartilie  pray 
that  wpon  our  duetiefull  deportment  wee  still  continew  in  that  injoy- 
ment of  your  Maiesties  favour  and  protectione.  Sir,  thair  is  non  of  your 
Maiesties  subjectes  who  sail  studie  moir  to  expres  thair  fathfullnes  for 
carieing  on  of  all  your  Maiesties  concemmentis  and  pray  moir  heartilie . 
for  your  Maiesties  long  and  prosperous  raigne,  then,  most  sacred  Sove- 
ragne,  your  Maiesties  most  humbl,  obedient,  and  faithfull  subjectis,  the 
comissioneris  of  your  Maiesties  Royall  Borrowis.  Sua  subscryves.  Which 
being  read  and  heard  by  the  saidis  borrowis  they  did  all  heartielie 
approve  of  the  samyn  and  thairfoir  ordained  the  samyn  to  be  sent  by 
maister  William  Scharp  who  wes  goeing  post  to  London  to  thair  agent, 
William  Thomson,  to  be  presentit  to  his  Maiestie  in  maner  abonewrittin, 
and  ordaines  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  said  maister  William  Scharp  ten 
pund  Sterling  for  carying  the  said  letter,  quhilk  salbe  allowed  to  him  in 
his  accomptis.  The  borrowis  did  agree  by  thair  letter  wreatin  to  William 
Thomson, thair  agent,  amongst  wther  particularis,  that  he  render  Sir  Thomas 
Qargies  thankis  for  his  bypast  service  and  to  schow  that  they  intend  to 
trubl  him  moir  in  thair  service. 
Opening  of  the  g.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  having  appointed  some  of 
thair  number  to  speik  with  the  lord  chancelar  anent  the  opining  of  the 
signet,  and  haveing  heard  firome  his  Lordship  that  he  had  ane  mynd  to 
move  the  Kings  Maiestie  thairin,  doe  now  recomend  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh to  prosecut  the  same  and  to  wait  wpon  his  lordship  frome  tyme  to 
tym  for  that  eflfect. 


ftoiNBUROH.  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

IS  Novemcer  ^ 

1660. 

Commissioners.  Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  James  Borthwick ;  Pearth,  Mr  John 
Patersone  ;  Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume ;  Abirdeine,  Alexander 
Alexander ;  Stirling,  Robert  Stewinson ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew  Glen  ;  St 
Androis,   Patrick  Lentrone ;    Glasgow,   James  Campbell  ;    Air,    Richard 
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Sluce ;  Hadingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt  ;  Mon-  Edinburgh. 
ros,    George    Ei*skein ;     Innernes,    John    Stewart ;    Bruntilland,    George  166O. 


Gardin ;  Jedburgh,  George  Moscrope ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ; 
Caraill,  James  Thomsone ;  Elgine,  John  Dumbar ;  Culroise,  James 
Gourlay  ;  Rutherglen,  Dauid  Spence ;  Quinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ; 
Dysart,  William  Symson. 

13  November  1660. 

1.  Sir   Eobert   Murray,  provost   and   first  in   commission  for    Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

14  November  1660. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  reported  thereon,  and  Sufficiencies  of 
the  convention  dispensed  with  certain  neglects  mentioned  in  the  report. 

16  November  1660. 

3.  It  having  been  reported  that  the  burgh  of  Ramfrew  had  made  choice  of  Ramfrew. 
some  of  their  number  of  magistrates  and  council,  who  were  not  qualified  conform 

to  the  act  of  the  burghs  in  September  last,  the  commissioners  ''  considdering  how 
prejudiciall  ane  thing  it  may  be  to  the  estait  of  burrowis  if  any  person  not 
qualefied  conforme  to  the  said  act  sould  be  maid  choys  of  to  be  ane  comissioner 
to  the  ensewing  parliament,"  ordained  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Dumbartan,  and 
Rutherglen  to  meet  at  Ramfrew  before  1st  December  next,  to  see  the  same 
rectified  and  make  a  new  election  if  necessary,  till  which  time  no  election  of  a 
commissioner  is  to  take  place. 

4.  The  present  eomissioneris  of  burrowis  wndirstanding  by  some  of  thair  Lainrick, 
number  that  Richard  Gillone,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Lanerick,  efter  SiT^^saU 
the  defeat  of  his  Maies ties  forces  at  Dumbar  had  gone  alongis  with  Col-  nonqualified, 
lonell  Ker  and  Coll.  Straquhan  to  that  associatione  in  the  west,  which  they 
conceave  wes  ane  promoveing  of  the  endis  of  the  remonstrance,  and  in  his 
not  returning  to  attelid  his  Maiesties  leivtennant  generall  for  promoveing 
of  his  Maiesties  service  and  of  severall  wther  neglectis  comittit  be  him 
as  ane  magistrat  of  ane  burgh  in  the  dayes  of  solemnitie  and  thanks- 
giveing  for  his  Maiesties  blessed  and  happie  restoratioun  to  his  govern- 
ment ;  quhich  report  being  considderit  be  the  saids  eomissioneris  they 
doe  esteime  the  said  Richart  Gillone  as  one  dissaflfectit  to  his  Maiesties 
government  and.  thairfoir  they  dischairge  him  frome  siting  and  joyning 
with  thame  as  ane  member  of  thair  incorporatione  till  he  be  first  cleared 
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burgh,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  and  Rutherglen  to  meit  at  the  said   burgh  of 
Lftinrick,         Lanrick  befoir  the  first  of  December  nixt,  and  Edinburgh  to  be  the  cod- 
ISiT^^^l!^     veiner  of  the  rest,  and  to  try  if  thair  electione  of  thair  magistratis  be  con- 
not  qualified,    forme  to   the  qualificationes  contained  in  the  act  of  burrowia  maid    in 
September  last,  and  in  the  mean  tym  the  dark  to  wreat  to  them  to  desist 
frame  choosing  of  ane  comissioner  to  the  ensueing  parliament  wntil  the 
melting  of  the  abonenamed  burghis  at  thair  said  burgh. 
BurrowiB.  5,   The  comissioneris  of  burrowia  now  conveiued,  conaiddering  that 

'  the  great  necesaitie  of  thair  vrgent  eflairis  requyres  ane  sufficient 
person  that  is  in  favour  and  hes  power  with  his  Maiestie  to  be  thair  agent 
at  court,  and  haveing  had  full  experience  of  the  good  will,  favour, 
qualeficatione,  and  abilitie  of  the  nobl  and  potent  lord  John  "Earle  of 
Lauderdaill,  his  Maiesties  secretarie  for  the  Kingdome  of  Scotland,  one  of 
his  Maiesties  bed  chamber,  resident  with  his  Maiestie  at  court,  thairfoir 
they  be  thir  presentis  makis,  creatis,  and  constitutis  the  said  nobl  EUrle 
thair  lawfull,  wndoubtit  agent,  during  the  will  of  the  burrowis,  in  all  the 
efFairis  of  the  burrowis,  and  in  all  things  that  schall  happin  thame  to 
haue  a  doe  with  his  Maiestie  vpon  the  advertisement  to  be  maid  to  him 
be  the  burgh  of  Edinbui^h  in  thair  names,  for  the  whilkis  caussis  they 
bind  and  obleidg  thame  and  thair  burghis  to  content  and  pay  to  the  said 
nobl  lord  the  sowme  of  tua  thousand  merkis  money  yeirlie  iuduiring  hia 
said  service  ...  as  also  ordanis  thair  dark  in  thair  names  to  wreat  ane 
letter  to  the  said  noble  lord  to  this  eSect. 

BiimfF,  msgu-  6.  Ordained  the  clerk  to  write  the  bargh  of  Bamff  to  make  choice  of  Homa 

tTBtt  B.  qualified  person,  conform  to  the  act  of  burghs  in  September  last,  to  be  provost  in 

place  of  Alexander  Douglas  who  demitted  his  charge,  and  to  put  qaalified 
persons  in  the  place  of  any  others  in  the  councU  who  may  be  disqualified. 

17  November  1660. 

ciarge^  mat,         7.   The  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  haveing  takin  to  thair  coDsider- 

^"^^^      atione  that  they  had  formeriie  nominat  Doctor  Clargies,  now  Sir  Tbomaa 

Ciargeis,  to  be  thair  agent  at  court  and  to  have  ane  certan  sallarie  for 

that  effect,  and  now  seing  that  efiairis  runs  hapilie  wndir  his  Maiesties 

government  and  that  vtheris  may  be  moir  vsefuU  for  carieing  on  tiiair 
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eflfairis,  they  have  thairfoir  thocht  fitt  to  declair  the  said  Sir  Thomas  his  Edinburgh. 
place  as  thair  agent  to  be  woyd,  and  ordaines  thair  clark  to  signifie  the  leeo. 


same  to  him  by  ane  letter. 

8.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  heard  Sir  William  Thomson,  Report,  Sir 
thair  agent,  his  report  of  his  negotiatione  in  thair  effairis  in  his   lait  Thomson  his 
imployment,  and  heard  his  Maiesties  gratious  letter  quhairin  is  declaired  J^^^****^  *^ 
his  Maiesties  good  acceptance  of  thair  adressis  and  assurance  of  protection, 

as  also  the  signatur  confirming  the  burrowis  priviledgis,  togidder  with  ane 
letter  frome  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill;  efter  consideratione  thairof,  they 
being  straitned  with  tyme  and  thair  being  ane  generall  convention  to  be 
at  Edinburgh  the  8th  of  December  nixt,  they  all  agreed  that  publict 
thankis  sould  be  returned  to  thair  said  agent  for  his  cair,  faithfullness, 
and  vigilance  in  promoveing  thair  eflfairis ;  and  as  concerning  the  staiting 
of  his  accomptis  presented  by  him,  and  consideratione  of  thos  letteris  and 
signatur  delyvered  by  him,  they  continew  to  this  ensewing  conventione. 

9.  Anent  the  complaint  givin  be  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  against  the  Mehro8,mercat. 
keiping  of  ane  weiklie  mercat  in  Melros,  the  present  comissioneris  re- 
comendis  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  8  December 

1660. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  Edward  Edgar,  James  Borthwick;  Pearth,  Commissioners. 
Mr  John  Patersone ;  Dundee,  Alexander  Wedderburne  ;  Abirdein,  William 
Gray  ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime  ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew  Glen ;  St  Androis, 
Andrew  Carstairs ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  William  Cuningham ; 
Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun ;  Dysart,  William  Symsoun ;  Kirkcaldie, 
Johne  Williamsone ;  Monros,  Johne  ErCynold ;  Coupar,  Alexander  Turn- 
bull  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Alexander  Black ;  Dumfreis,  John  Irving ; 
Innernes,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Bruntilland,  George  Gairdin ;  Innerkey- 
thing,  Thomas  Thomsone ;  Brichane,  George  Steill ;  Irving,  Allane  Dun- 
lope  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Rutherford ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johne  Ewart ;  Wig- 
toun,  Thomas  Stewart ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Thomas  Watsone ;  Selkirk, 
Robert  Elliot ;  Dumbartane,  Walter  Watsone ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder  ; 
Lanrick,  Patrick  Bisset ;  Abirbrothock,  John  Auchterlonie ;  Peibles, 
Alexander    Williamsone ;     Culros,    William    Pearsone ;    BamflF,    Patrick 
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edibbuboh.     Stewart ;  Whythorne,  Alexander  DoDaldsone ;  Rothesay,  Adam  Stewart ; 

iseo.  Northberwick,  Adam   Maxwell  ;   CuUan,   Mr  George   Dumbar ;    Lauder, 

Robert  Henderson ;  Lochmabein,  John  Johnstoune ;  Saaquhair,  John 
Williamsone ;  Dingwall,  Alexander  Baine ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald 
Wilsone  ;  Inueraray,  Johne  Yuill ;  Kinghome,  Pitinweime,  Dumfermlii^ 
Ramfrew,  Elgin,  Caraill,  Taine,  Forfar,  Naime,  Forres,  Rutberglen,  Kill- 
rennie,  Annan,  Galloway  and  Dornoch  QilaiiJc). 

8  December  1660. 

Moderator.  ^-  ^'''  ^"^ert  Murray,  provost   and   first   in  commission    for    Edinburgh, 

elected  moderator. 

10  December  1660. 

SiilSciencie  of  3.  The  committee  appointad  to  revise  the  commissions  haviDg  reported  tbat 

coniisaoiiia.  «  jjjgy  gj,j  them  all  sufficient,  onlie  the  comissionera  frome  Feibles,  Anstruther 
Eister  and  Wester  and  Dingwall  had  onlie  comiBsiooia  for  the  ensueing  parlia- 
ment which  they  declared  wes  oalie  rpoa  ane  mistake  of  thair  counsall  thinking 
the  said  comissione  for  the  parliament  to  be  sufficient  for  both  "  and  they  under- 
took to  procure  commissions  before  the  sitting  of  the  parliament.  The  conven- 
tion approved  of  the  report  and  admitted  all  the  commissions. 

12  December  1660. 

Agent  at  court,         3.  Ordained  that  Sir  William  Thomson,  agent  of  the  burghs,  be  paid  £1936, 

oomptifl.  jjg_  jod.  sterling  for  disbursements  and  ordinary  expenses  in  negotiating  thair 

aflairs  at  court ;  and  for  his  "  piiines  and  incurradgment  to  continew  in  thair 

efiairis  he  sail  have  the  sowme  of  two  hundreth  four  scoir  nyne  pundis  sterling." 

NaviKBtions  4.  The  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  recomendit  to  the 

Eogland.  consideratioue  of  the  foirsaid  comittie  the  prejudice  sustained  be  this 
kingdome  through  the  act  of  the  parliament  of  lugland  concenung  tread 
and  navigation,  it  wea  the  judgment  of  the  comittee  that  ane  letter  be 
wreatin  to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  his  Maiesties  secreatarie,  repreaentiag 
the  great  dissadvantag  this  kingdome  may  sustean  be  the  stud  act  and 
quhat  cours  may  be  takin  for  repealling  of  the  samyne,  and  that  his 
lonlship  wold  tak  notice  that  this  kingdome  suffer  no  prejudice  by  the 
comittee  of  treading  at  Londonc  but  that  the  same  priviledg  in  treading 
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with  thame  and  they  with  ws  may  be  allowed  which  both  kingdomes  EDrNBUROH. 
fonnerlie  injoyed  one  with  another,  wtherwys  that  this  kingdome  wold  1660.^*^ 
be  necessitat  at  this  ensueing  parliament  to  tak  the  lyke  cours  against  Navigatione 
thame;  as  also  that  ane  letter  frome  the  comittee  of  estaitis  may  be  earnest-  ^^i^^  *" 
lie  desyred  to  the  purpos  and  that  some  of  thair  number  sould  be  appointed 
to  speik  the  lord  chancelar  and  wther  cheiflf  officiaris  of  estait  memberis 
of  the  said  comittee  for  that  eflfect,  as  also  that  some  of  thair  number 
who  ar  to  stay  in  towne  sould  be  joyned  with  baillie  Walter  Cheysley, 
merchaud  in  Edinburgh,  and  wther  abl  and  qualiefied  merchandis  thair 
quhom  it  sail  pleas  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  to  nominat,  to  draw  wp  all 
such  grivances  as  this  kingdome  may  susteane  be  the  abone  mentionat 
act  of  treading  and  navigatione  and  quhat  remedies  may  be  best  thought 
wpon  for  obviating  thes  prejudices,  and  to  report  befoir  the  dounsiting  of 
the  ensueing  parliament,  and  that  ilk  burgh  present,  at  thair  homecuming, 
wold  tak  advyce  with  thair  gildrie  and  ablest  merchandis  anent  the 
preymissis  and  report ;  quhilk  report  being  heard  and  considderit  be  the 
whole  bodie  they  doe  all  approve  thairof  and  thairfoir  ordaines  thair 
dark  in  thair  names  to  wreat  in  letter  to  the  said  Lord  Lauderdaill  to  the 
effect  above  wreatine,  and  thir  presentis  salbe  his  warrant ;  as  also 
ordaines  the  burghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Abirdeane,  Air,  and  Dysart 
to  speak  with  the  chancelar  ;  and  the  provest  of  Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert 
Murray,  Dundie,  Glasgow,  Stirling  and  Innemes  to  speik  with  the  Earle 
of  Rothes  and  wtheris  eminent  officiaris  of  estat,  memberis  of  the  comittee 
of  estaitis,  for  procuiring  ane  letter  frome  thame  to  the  said  Lord  Lauder- 
daill for  the  same  purpos  and  to  report;  and  lykwys  appointis  the  burghis 
of  Edinburgh,  Abirdein,  Glasgow,  Innemes,  Dysart,  and  any  wtheris  that 
sail  happin  to  remain  in  Edinburgh,  to  joyne  with  the  said  Waltir 
Cheislie  and  wtheris  merchandis  in  Edinburgh  for  drawing  wp  the  pre- 
judices susteaned  be  this  kingdome  by  the  act  of  treading  and  naviga- 
tione maid  in  the  parliament  of  England,  as  also  the  remedies  against 
the  samyn  ;  and  the  haill  burrowis  to  adwys  with  thair  burghis  at  home 
heiranent  and  to  report  befoir  the  dounsiting  of  the  parliament 

5.  On   a  complaint    by  the  commissioner   of  Linlithgow,  the  convention  Lythgow.  wn- 
resolved  to  concur  with  any  burgh  wronged  by  unfree  tradenj,  and  especially  the  B^iwwS^oun- 
burgh  of  Linlithgow,  "  in  prosecution  of  the  reparatione  of  thair  prejudice  sus-  nes. 
teaned  by  wnfree  treadera  in  Burro wstounnes," 

3  X 
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Edinburgh.  6.  The  commiteionei-s  recommended  the  bui^hs  of  BruntilUnd,  Kirkcaldie, 

1660*^"**'^     St  Androis  and  Kingfaorne  to  meet  at  Dysart  before  the  eittiog  of  parlUmeut 
-  "  for  taking  away  the  coatrarersio  betuixt  the  magiatratia  of  the  said  butj[h  and 
Henrie  Peadie,  one  of  thair  liiit  baillies,  anent  hia  impriaoQiDent." 


Dfsart, 


13  December  1660. 

n  7.  In  respect  the  burgha  mentioned  in  the  6th  act  of  last  particalar  conven- 
tion had  not  met  at  BamfT,  and  finding  that  the  burgh  had  "  maid  chois  of  ane 
knowin  qualiefied  penKine,  Fatriuk  Stewart,  to  be  commisaioaer  both  to  this  pre- 
sent convention  and  to  the  ensewing  parliament,  thairfoir  they  admitt  and  rcaaae 
him  as  ane  lawful!  commissioner,  and  ordania  the  said  burgh  to  mak  chois  of  ane 
qualiefied  pereone  to  be  thair  provest." 
,  8.  The  but'gh  of  Lochmaben  having  sent  two  commiaaioneis  to  parliament^ 

'  and  they  having  produced  their  commisBtons,  the  commisaionera  found  both  elec- 
tions illegal,  and  ordained  them  to  make  election  of  new  of  a  qualified  petsoii 
both  to  the  convention  and  parliament. 

9.  The  moderatour  having  reported  that  the  comittie  for  reveising  of 
the  comissiones  having  considderit  the  contest  betuix  the  burghis  of 
Glasgow,  St  Androis,  Stirling  and  Lithgow  for  the  prioritie  in  ryding  at 
parliament,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  try  qubither  thes  burghis  wold 
submit  the  contraversie  to  tbair  decisione  and  if  not  they  wold  not  medl 
in  the  bussienes,  and  the  saidis  burghis  compearand  and  refuisiug  to  sub- 
mitt,  the  present  comissioueris  ordaines  everie  one  of  them  to  advya  with 
thair  respectiue  burghis  whither  they  wold  submitt  to  the  burrowis  or  to 
bring  thair  wther  tegall  defences  to  the  nixt  meiting  of  thair  generall 
conventioue  ;  as  also  tliey  continew  the  lyk  contraveisie  betuixt  iQuemes, 
Haddingtoun,  Coupar,  Kirkcaldie,  UonroE,  Anstrutber  Eister  and  Dumfreis 
to  the  said  nixt  generall  coaventione. 

10.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  8t  Androis,  Brichane 

and  For&r  to  send  comnussioners  to  Monroa  on  the  fimt  Tueeday  of  March  next, 
to  endeavour  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  regard  to  the  petition  of  tiie  mer- 
chunts  against  the  magistrates  of  that  burgh,  "  and  ordained  both  pairtiea  to 
leive  peaceablie  according  to  the  7  act  of  the  particular  convention  at  Edinburgh 
in  Julij  last." 

11.  The  commissioners  adjourned  this  meeting  till  Friday  2&th  instant. 

1 2.  Ordained  the  agent  "  to  pay  to  the  servant  of  the  Towbulth,  for  keiping 
it    and  dressing  the  counsall  hous  and  bigging  on  thair  fiyr,  sex  pund  Scottia." 
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General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  S^ff^^^'l'^- 

'  28  December 

1660. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  Edward  Edgar,  James  Borthwick  ;  Commismoners. 
Pearth,  Mr  Johne  Patersone ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Wedderbume ; 
Abirdeine,  William  Gray ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Nairne ;  Linlithgow, 
Androw  Glen ;  St  Androis,  Andrew  Carstairs  ;  Glasgow,  Johne  Bell  ; 
Air,  William  Cuninghame ;  Haddingtoun,  Williame  Seatoun  ;  Dysart, 
Williame  Sympsone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  JohnQ  Williamsone  ;  Monros,  Johne 
Rynnald ;  Coupar,  George  TurnbuU ;  Anstnither  Eister,  Alexander 
Black  ;  Dumfreis,  Johne  Irving  ;  Innernes,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Brun- 
tilland,  George  Gairdin  ;  Innerkeything,  Thomas  Thomsone  ;  Kinghome, 
Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Brichane,  George  Steill  ;  Irving,  Allan  Dunlope  ; 
Jedburgh,  Johne  Rutherfoord  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Johne  Ewart ;  Wigtoun, 
Thomas  Stewart ;  Pitinweime,  (blank)  ;  Dumfermling,  James  Moodie  ; 
Anstnither  Wester,  Thomas  Watsone  ;  Selkirk,  Robert  Elliott ;  Dum- 
bartane,  Walter  Watsone ;  Ramfrow,  Androw  Semple ;  Dumbar,  James 
Lauder ;  Lanrick,  Patrick  Biseet ;  Abirbrothock,  John  Auchterlonie  ; 
Elgiue,  Androw  Leslie  ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone  ;  Caraill,  James 
Moncreiff ;  Taine,  Androw  Ros ;  Culros,  Alexander  Bruice ;  Bamff, 
Patrick  Stewart ;  Whithome,  Alexander  Donaldsone ;  Forfar,  David 
Dickiesone ;  Rothesay,  Adame  Stewart ;  Nairne,  Johne  Ros  ;  Forres, 
Johne  Layng ;  Rutherglen,  David  Spence  ;  Northberwick,  Adam  Max- 
well ;  Cullane,  Mr  George  Dumbar  ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Wood;  Killrennie, 
James  Broune  ;  Annan,  Hew  Sinclar  ;  Lochmabeine,  (blank) ;  Sanquhair, 
Johne  Williamsone  ;  Galloway,  Mr  Robert  Dickiesone  ;  Dingwall,  Alex- 
ander Baine ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Gordoun  ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald 
Wilsone  ;  Inveraray,  (Jblank)  ;  Forteros,  Alexander  Grahame  ;  Cromartie, 
Alexander  Clunyes  ;  Kintoir,  Mr  James  Keythe  ;  Inverurie,  William 
Fergusone  ;  Week  (blank). 

28  December  10 GO. 

1 .  Sir  Robert  Murray,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected   mode-  Moderator, 
rator. 
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Edinburgh.  2  January  1661. 

2  January 

• 2.  The   commissioners  understanding  that    the  burghs  of   Innerkejthing, 

Vniformitie,  Culros,  Taine,  Annand,  Kintoir,  Inverurie,  Forteros  and  Cromartie  and  Weik 
had  chosen  commissioners  who  were  not  merchants,  traffickers,  nor  actual  resi- 
denters,  the  commissionei's  of  these  burghs  were  called  before  them  and  found 
'*  to  be  according  to  the  qualificationis  requisite  for  commissioneris."  It  was 
ordained  that  no  burgh  make  choice  of  a  commissioner  not  possessing  the  quali- 
fications contained  in  the  acts  of  burghs. 

Anstruther  3.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis 

piication^tothe  be  the  comissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Wester,  representing  the 
parliament.  ^^  condition  of  thair  burgh  occasioned  through  the  los  of  tread  and  thair 
whole  schipping,  the  onlie  meanes  of  thair  subsistance,  and  wther  sad 
calamities  of  the  distractit  tymes,  desyring  thair  concurrance  and  assist- 
ance befoir  the  honorabill  court  of  parliament  now  siting  in  obteining  ane 
exemptione  to  thair  said  burgh  frome  payment  of  ces  and  wther  publict 
burdingis  wntill  it  sail  pleas  the  Lord  they  come  to  some  treading  quhairby 
they  may  be  in  capacitie  to  beare  burthen  with  the  rest  of  the  burrowis, 
quhilk  supplicatione  being  sein  and  considderit  be  the  borrowis,  and 
wudirstanding  the  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  be  thair  neightbouring 
burghis  to  be  most  deplorable,  thairfoir  they  vnanimouslie  condiscend  to 
be  assisting  to  tham  in  thair  said  supplicatione  befoir  the  said  honorabill 
parliament  for  obteaning  the  granting  of  the  desyre  thairof. 

6  January  1661. 

Comittie,  over-        4.  Appointed    Edinburgh    and    fifteen    other    burghs,   with   Sir  William 

***^  ^  *J®     Thomson,  their  dark,  to  meet  at  certain  times  for  receiving  overtures  and  bills 

in  which  the  bui^hs  may  be  concerned  and  doing  everything  necessary  for  their 

benefit. 

10  January  1661. 

Contraversie,  5.  Anent  the    supplicatioue   presentit  to  the   burrowis  be  Robert 

tre'^^moun*'"  Rutherfourd,  towne  dark  of  Jedburgh,  representing  to  thame  that  thair 

Clark.  wer  ane  certane  number  of  thair  magistratis,  counsall,  and  inhabitantis 

of  thair  burgh,  who  wer  vseing  all  meanis  with  the  lord  chancelar  and 
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wtheris  in  powar  for  depryveing  of  him  of  his  office  of  clarkschipe  within  Edinbuboh. 
the  samyne  without  any  reall  ground  alledgit  against  him  or  admitting  i66i. 


of  hearing   to  him  quhat  he  hes  to  say  for  vindicating  of  himselff  of  Contravenie, 
any  thing  they  have  to  lay  to  his  charge,  and  desyring  that  they  may  be  ^coi^n^"" 
dischargit  frome  any  farder  procedour  in  the  said  mater  wntill  he  sould  o^^- 
be   heard   befoir   ane   certane   number  of   the  burrowis  who    sould    be 
impowered  to  hear  bothe  pairties  and  to  determine  thairin  as  they  sail  sie 
just  caus,  [the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Haddingtoun,  Sel- 
kirk, Peibles  and  Lawder  to  meet  at  Jedburgh  and  deal  for  the  composing 
of  all  differences,  and  to  report,  and  in  the  meantime  Jedburgh  not  to 
proceed  any  farther  in  the  said  matter.] 

6.  In  presence  of  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  now  conveened,  com-  Forterofl,mroii- 
peared  Alexander  Grahame,  comissioner  for  the  townes  of  Rosmarkie  and  ^^^  ' 
Chanrie,  and  presentit  ane  supplication  desyring  the  saidis  townes,  con- 
forme  to  the  chartour  of  erection  wndir  his  Maiesties  great  seall  and  con- 
fiimation  thairof  by  his  Hienes  and  three  estaitis  of  parliament  in  anno 
1633  yeiris  incorporating  the  saids  townes  in  ane  free  royall  burgh  wndir 
the  name  of  Forteros,  that  conforme  to  the  tenouris  thairof  the  samyn 
burgh  may  be  inroUit  amongst  the  nomber  of  the  free  royall  burghis  of 
this  kingdome,  and  to  beare  all  portabl  chairges  with  thame  in  tyme 
cuming  as  to  thair  abilitie  and  powar  thay  micht,  as  at  length  is  contained 
in  the  said  supplicatione,  quhairwith  the  saidis  comissioneris  being  ryplie 
advysit,  and  the  comoun  weall  of  thair  estait  weall  foirseane,  and  the 
richtis  foirsaidis  of  the  said  burgh  of  Forteros  being  formerlie  dewlie  and 
exactlie  considderit,  they  all  in  one  woyce  (the  burgh  of  Inuemes  onlie 
exceptit)  ordained  the  saidis  burghis  wndir  the  name  of  Forterose  to  be 
inroUit  be  thair  dark  amongst  the  number  of  the  royall  burrowis  of  this 
kingdome  conforme  to  the  tenour  of  thair  erectione  and  confirmatione 
proceiding  thairwpon ;  lykas  they  be  thir  presentis  acceptis,  resawis,  and 
inrollis  the  samyn  burgh  as  said  is,  and  ordaines  thame  to  have  place 
conforme  to  thair  inroUment  in  all  generall  and  particular  conventionis 
and  to  be  wemit  thairto  conforme  to  the  ordour  vseit  in  such  caices,  and 
ordaines  the  said  burgh  to  send  with  thair  comissioner  to  the  next  generall 
conventione  thair  approbatione,  band,  and  obleischment  for  keiping  of  all 
generall  and  particular  conventionis  quhairto  they  salbe  wamit,  and  for 
obeying  and  fuUfilliug  all  the  actis  and  ordiDances  of  burrowis  allreadie 
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EuiNBiTRQH.     maid  or  to  be  maid,  and  for  governing  thamselves  accordiDglie,  and  for- 
iMi*""**^      bearing  all  such  burthingis  as  salbe  imposed  wpom  them  with  the  rest  of 
Fort€ro«,inroii-  ^^^  burrowis  according  to  thair  pairt  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  last,  for  procuiring, 
ment,  miiaivo.  assisting,  and  manteaning  of  the  rest  of  the  burrowis  in  thair  just  liberties 
and  priviledgies  according  to  thair  powar  and  abilitie  ;  provyding  allwaies, 
lykas  it  is  hearby  speciallie  provydit,  that  incaice  the  said  buigh   of 
Innemes  prevaill  against  the  said  burgh  of  Forteros  in  the  actione  of  thair 
reductione  and  improbatione   of  thair  liberties  and   rychtis  depending 
befoir  the  lordis  of  sessioune  that  this  thair  inroUment,  now  as  then  and 
then  as  now,  salbe  null  and  of  no  effect ;  whairvnto  the  said  Alexander 
Grahame  consentit  and  agreed  in  name  of  the  said  burgh  of  Forteros  and 
tuik  instrumentis  wpon  the  preymissis,  and  band  and  obleisched  him  for 
sending  of  the  said  band  to  the  said  nixt  generall  convention  and  for  per- 
formance of  the  haill  preymissis ;   and  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyrit 
for  sending  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructit  for  stenting  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Forteros. 
ProtenUtion,  A.nd  lykwys  compeared  Alexander  Cuthbert,  comissioner  for  the  buigfa 

of  Innemes,  and  protestit  that  the  said  burgh  of  Forteros  thair  inrollment 
amongst  the  number  of  the  remanent  free  royall  burrowis  sould  nawaies 
preyjudg  the  said  burghis  actione  depending  anent  the  reductioun  of  thair 
rightis  and  liberties  befoir  the  lordis  of  sessioun  against  thame  which  is 
now  questionable,  which  the  said  generall  convention  admittit  and 
appointit  the  clark  to  give  him  ane  extract  thairof 
Cromartiofi  in-  7.  Compeared  the  com missi oner  for  the  burgh  of  Cromartie  desyring  that 

toltation /u*^  ^^^^  burgh,  which  has  a  charter  of  erection  under  his  Majesty's  great  seal,  may 
uerneft.  be  enrolled  amongst  the  number  of  free  1*0 jal  burghs.     The  commissioinen  (with 

the  exception  of  the  burgh  of  Inverness),  agreed  to  the  enrollment  in  terms 
similar  to  the  immediately  preceding  act. 
Inrollment  8.  The   commiiisioners  agreed  to  the  enrollment  of  Kintoir  amongst  the 

Kintour.  number  of  free  royal  burghs  in  terms  similar  to  the  preceding  acts. 

Inrollment,  9.  The  burgh  of  Inverurie  enrolled  by  the  commissioners  (under  protest  by 

t€iit«Jtl"Al>er-   ^^^  burgh  of  Abirdein),  amongst  the  number  of  free  royal  burghs  in  terms 
dein.  similar  to  the  preceding  acts. 

Inrollment,  1 0-  1*be  burgh  of  Week  enrolled  amongst  the  number  of  free  royal  burghs 

Week.  in  terms  similar  to  the  preceding  acts. 

11  January  1661. 
Supie  goodis.  11.   In  prcscncc  of  the  comissioneris  of  the  burrowis  compeared  Sir 
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William  Thomson,  thair  generall  dark,  and  presentit  ane  missive  letter  Edijiburoh. 
direct  to  him  be  Sir  Patrick  Drumond,   conservatour,  desyring  him  to  leei. 


acquaint    the   burrowis   that   he   had  speciall   ordour  frome  the   Kingis  staple  goodis. 

Maiestie  to  punisch  all  merchandis  quho  sould  transport  staple  goodis  by 

the  staple  port  with  confiscatione  and  wther  punischments  conforme  to  the 

actis  of  burrowis  maid  against  transgressoris  of  the  same,  quhilk  being  red 

and  considderit  be  the  saidis  burghis  they  reconvpnd  to  each  particular 

comissioner  heir  present  to  mak   intimatione  heirof  to  thair  burghis  at 

thair  homecuming  and  to  discharge  thair  merchandis  frome  transporting 

of  any  stapl  comoditie  by  the  staple  port  wndir  the  penalties  contained  in 

the  actis  of  burrowis  discharging  the  samyn. 

28  January  1661. 

1 2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wndirstanding  that  thair  ^l^.^"" 
is  nothing  so  much  advantagious  to  thair  estait  as  the  promoveing  of  tread 
within  burghs,  and  that  incuradgmentis  sould  be  givin  to  merchandis  and 

thair  companies  for  that  effect,  thairfoir  they  recomend  to  Sir  Alexander 
Wedderbume,  provest  of  Glasgow,  Air,  Irving,  Culros,  and  Caraill,  to 
draw  wp  such  overturis  as  they  sail  think  most  convenient  to' be  presentit 
to  the  parliament  for  that  effect,  and  if  neid  beis  to  call  for  the  advyce 
of  the  most  knowing  merchandis  of  Edinburgh  in  the  mater  of  tread  or  of 
advocatis  or  wtheris,  and  to  doe  everie  thing  relating  to  the  good  of  the 
effairis  of  burrowis  as  they  sail  think  expedient,  and  to  report  to  the 
bodie. 

1 3.  Appoyntis  the  provest  of  Pearth  and  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne  Accomptis. 
to  meit  with  Sir  Williame  Thomsone  and  Williame  Broun,  agent,  anent 

the  clearing  of  thair  accomptis. 

29  January  1661. 

1 4.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  informed  that  the  Merchandia, 
lordis  and  wtheris  comissioneris  of  exceise  wer  of  intentione  to  impos  fmporUt.^ 
oathis  wpon  the  merchandis  anent  the  quantitie  of  merchandize  imported 

be  thara,  which  they  conceave  to  be  of  most  dangerous  consequence  not 
onlie  to  mens  consciences  but  as  they  conceave  of  all  probabilitie  most 
preyjudiciall  to  his  Majesties  service,  [appointed  a  committee  to  make 
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Kdinburoh. 
29  •January 

Ovorturin, 
iritarlinif,  etc. 


application  to  the  commissioDers  of  excise  for  obviating  the  imposing  of 
such  oaths.] 

1 5.  Tiie  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  sein  ane  paper  of 
overtures  formerlie  presentit  be  John  Bell,  provest  of  Glasgow,  to  ane 
particular  comittie,  and  now  red  in  thair  audience,  relating  to  the  matter 
of   tread,    fisching,    manufactories,    schiping,    mint,  and    companies    of 
inarchantis,  quhairof  they  doe  approve,  and  thairfoir  think  fitt  the  samyn 
be  presentit  to  the  lordis  and  wtheris  of  the  comissioun  for  tread  thai  thair 
approbatioun  may  be  had  thairto,  without  prejudice  to  thame  to  add 
thairto  or  alter  anything  tliairin  as  they  sail  think  expedient  efter  fiarder 
considcratione  had  in  the  bussienes. 


ftiipplica- 

tioutiiN, 

AtMtnithoni 

KiNtor  aikI 

WftHtur, 

(!iiraill  aiicl 

Kilroiinio. 


f'om  plaint, 
toiin  dark  of 
JcNlbiir^h, 
contra  luaf^'s- 
tratii. 


31  January  1661. 

16.  Anent  the  reference  maid  be  the  parliament  to  the  general!  con- 
ventione  of  burrowis  of  severall  supplicationes  presentit  to  thame  be  the 
burghis  of  Anstruther  Eister  and  Wester,  Caraill  and  Eilrennie,  desyiing 
that  thair  burghis  may  be  exempted  for  some  tyme  of  payment  of  ces  or 
any  wthor  publict  burdingis  wntill  such  tyme  as  it  sould  pleas  the  Loid 
to  put  them  in  capacitie  to  pay  the  saidis  burthingis  with  the  rest  of  the 
burrowis  which  wes  occasioned  be  the  Inglisch  plundering  of  thair  burghis 
and  away  taking  of  thair  whol  schippis  and  barkis  and  boatis,  the  meanes 
of  thair  subsistence,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  recomendis  to 
the  burghis  of  Abirdein,  Innemes,  St  Androis  and  Dysart  to  consider 
wpon  thair  said  supplicationis,  and  to  report  thair  opinion  thairof  to  the 
bodie  of  the  burrowis. 

17.  Anent  another  supplicatione  presentit  [by  Robert  Ratherfoord, 
town  clerk  of  Jedburgh,  representing  that  contrary  to  the  5th  act  of  this 
convention  a  majority  of  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Jedbuigh  had 
deprived  him  of  his  office  and  ordered  him  to  deliver  up  the  records  and 
papers,]  the  present  comissioneris  of  burghis  haveing  considerit  the 
samyne  and  finding  that  ane  pairt  of  the  magistratis  and  coonsall  of  the 
said  burgh  had  vilependit  thair  ordour  in  thair  procedour  in  the  said 
bussienes,  and  thairfoir  have  thocht  fit  that  the  said  Robert  Rutherfuid 
Hall  continow  in  the  exerceise  of  his  place  of  comoun  clarkschip  within 
the  said  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  and  sail  reteane  in  his  custodie  the  whoU 
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paperis,  registeris,  and  recordis  belonging  to  the  said  burgh  wntill  both  Edinburgh. 
pairties  be  heard  befoir  thame  and  thair  determinatione  givin  in  the  said  i66i?'^"*^ 
mater ;   and  thairfoir  ordanis  [both  parties  to  be  cited  to  appear  and  be  Complaint, 
heard  before  them  on  Ist  March  next  for  composing  of  diflferences.]  j^dburc?"' 

contra  ma^s- 

8  February  1661.  *"""' 

1 8.  With  reference  to  the  difference  between  the  magistrates  and  merchants  Monros. 
of  Monros  as  to  elections,  there  was  submitted  and  registered  a  commission  by 

the  magistrates  to  three  persons  empowering  them  to  compose  matters.  The 
commissioners  gave  the  magistrates  till  Tuesday  next  to  give  in  what  they  have 
to  say,  and  in  the  meantime  recommended  the  parties  to  come  to  an  amicable 
agreement. 

19.  Ordained  the  clerk  to  cite  all  the  factors  in  Campheir  to  next  general  J^a^^^o"  p 
convention,  to  find  caution  of  new,  and  particularly  to  cite  Richard  Weir  to  *™^  ^^^' 
answer  to  a  complaint  against  him. 

20.  The  commissioners,  "  conceaving  that  thair  effairis  now  in  hand  at  this  Agent  to 
present  parliament  will  requyr  some  considerable  debursmentis,"  ordained  the  sterling, 
agent  to  borrow  £100  sterling  to  be  disbursed  for  promoting  the  affaii's  of  the 
burghs ;  '^  and  continewis  the  agent  his  supplicatione  for  ane  gratuitie  for  his 
bygaine  paines  and  for  establisching  ane  casch  for  dooing  thair  effairis,  with  this 
present  act,  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive." 

16  February  1661. 

21.  In  terms  of  a  supplication  on  behalf  of  the  provost,  bailies,  council,  and  Supplicatione, 
merchants  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis,  for  the  establishment  of  a  guildry  in  that  ^^^* 
burgh,  the  commissioners  directed  that  the  deacon  convener  of  the  trades  should 

be  cited  to  the  general  convention  at  Aberdein  in  July  next  to  hear  and  see  the 
guildry  established,  or  to  allege  reasonable  cause  in  the  contrary. 

22.  The    present    comissioneris    of   burrowis    haveing    resaued    ane  Report  anent 
supplicatione  presentit  be  the  marchantis  of  Monros  to  the  comissioneris    ^^^ 
for  articles,  and  thairefter  to  the  honorabill  court  of  parliament,  anent  the 
difference  betuixt  thame  and  thair  present  magistratis  and  counsall  anent 

the  constitutione  of  the  deaconrie  within  thair  burgh,  with  tuo  references, 
ane  fra  the  saidis  comissioneris  for  articles  and  another  frome  the  hie 
court  of  parliament  to  tham  wpon  the  end  thairof,  desyring  the  saidis 
comissioneris  of  burrowis  to  give  thair  opinion  quhat  salbe  the  fitest  way 
to  compose  the  said  difference  if  thair  mediation  with  both  pairties  could 

3  Y 
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Knrxnjinoii.  not  cfFectuat  the  samyne,  whilkis  refererices  being  takine  in  coiisi(Ierati«>ne 
iwi!  '" '"^^  bo  the  Kaidis  borrowis  and  efter  som  tyme  spent  be  thame  with  the  saidis 
it*!port  aiiont  pairtcfl  for  ano  freindlie  a<]^reement  bot  to  no  purpose,  thairfoir  they  did 
Moiinrt*.  aj>[K>int  thf;  l)urghis  of  Edinburgh,  Pcarth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,   Stirling. 

Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Arbroath,  with  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume 
and  Sir  William  Thomson,  to  draw  wp  thair  opinion  anent  the  composing: 
of  th(3  said  difference  which  wes  accordinglie  done  by  thame  and  red  in 
presence  of  the  burrowis,  and  quhairof  they  did  approve  and  ordained  the 
samyn  to  bo  prcssentit  to  the  honorabill  court  of  parliament  and  to  be 
insert  in  thair  generall  register,  quhairof  the  tenour  followis : — ^At  Edin- 
burgh the  fyftein  day  of  Febniar  j™  vj*^  and  threescoir  ane  yeiris,  the 
comissioncris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  consideration  ane  paper  intitiilat 
To  liis  Mai(;sties  comissioneris,  the  humbl  petitione  of  Robert  Tailyeour, 
Kol)ert  ilc^ynold,  Hercules  and  George  Smythis,  merchandis  in  Munros, 
for  our  selves  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  marchantis  and  inhabitantis 
of  the  said  burgh  ;  togither  with  tuo  references,  the  one  of  the  comissioneris 
for  nrticl(;H,  tlie  wtlier  of  the  honorabill  estaites  of  parliament  thairwpon ; 
and  hav(;ing  first  endevoured  ane  amicabl  agreement,  thairefter  heard  the 
alhigationr'S  of  pairtis  thairin  interessed  at  great  lengh,  and  haveing 
scriouslif;  debaitit  the  samyne,  thair  humbl  opinione  concerning  the  whole 
rn:it(fr  is  that  the  diffoniuces  and  disordouris  anent  the  election  of  magis- 
tratis  within  tlie  said  burgh  did  arys  efter  the  year  1655,  by  some 
irinovationis  intrudit  in  the  election  of  deykins  of  craftis  to  have  woyce 
in  I(;iting  and  electione  of  magistratis  never  formerlie  practeised  nor 
antlioriz(;d  in  that  burgh,  quhairby  the  saidis  differences  and  disordouris 
(J(K3  con ti new  to  this  day  notwithstanding  of  the  severall  petitionis  and 
juldressis  maid  l>e  the  marchantis  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  frome 
tyme  to  tymt;,  and  tliat  the  best  remedie  they  can  think  wpon  is  that 
thos  personis  who  wer  magistratis  and  counsellouris  in  anno  1655  may 
be  with  all  convenience  restored  and  reponed  to  thair  respectiue  offices 
and  places  whicli  they  injoyed  and  exerceised  the  said  yeir,  dischairgeing 
all  deykins  of  craftis  that  wer  not  authorized  befoir  the  said  innovatione 
of  all  exerceising  thair  pretendit  office  of  deaconrie,  with  this  proviso  that 
tlie  actis  and  comissionis  emittit  be  the  respectiue  magistratis  and  oounsall 
since  that  tyme  may  stand  nevertheles  in  full  force  and  effect,  excepting 
sua  farr  as  the  samyn  relaitis  to  the  innovatione  affoirsiud,  and  becaus 
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several!  of  thes  personis  then  in  place  have  since  that  tyme  depairtit  this  Edinburgh. 
lyf  it  may  be  eamestlie  recomendit  to  the  personis  now  to  be  restored,  1661. 
with  the  remanent  counsall,  that  withall  tendemes  and  cair  they  mak  Report  anent 
choise  of  the  most  sober,  discreit,  and  faithfuU  personis  within  the  burgh  ^^^*^^* 
for  filling  wp  thair  places  waicand,  whairby  richteous  judgment  and  peace 
may  be  preserved   in  the  samyn  conforme  to  thair  chartouris  and  just 
richtis  ;  which  report  being  red  and  approvin  as  said  is  the  samyn  wes 
presentit  to  the  hie  court  of  parliament  and  ratefied  and  innacted  be  them 
to  stand  in  force  and  efiect  in  tyme  cuming. 

15  March  1661. 

23.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Hothesay  from  attending  conventions  Exemptione, 
of  burghs  for  the  space  of  three  jears,  on  the  usual  conditions.  Rothesay. 

24.  The  commissioners  having  received  a  letter  from  the  magistrates  of  Jed-  Jedburcrh, 
burgh  in  "  relatione  to  thair  procedor  anent  the  deprivatione  of  thair  comoun  *^^*'* 
dark,  conteining  some  reasonis  for  the  samyn,"  and  the  clerk  not  having  appeared 

as  required  by  the  17th  act  of  this  convention,  they  agreed  "they  wold  media  no 
farder  in  the  bussienes  "  but  if  the  clerk  had  any  complaint  it  might  be  made  to 
next  general  convention. 

20  March  1661. 

25.  Anent  the  snpplicatione  presentit  to  the  burrowis  be  the  comis-  Selkirk,  comon 
sioner  of  the  burgh  of  Selkirk  declairing  that  thair  wes  ane  milne  ™ 
belonging  to  thair  burgh  called  the  Bume  milne,  with  dames,  entrie,  and 
wattir  gait  and  wther  comodities  requisit,  which  milne  is  altogither  vsles 
to  the  said  burgh  and  bringis  no  benefeit  into  thair  comoun  good,  and 
seing  the  said  burgh  hes  wther  good  sufficient  milnes  belonging  to  thame 
standing  wpon  the  wattir  of  Etterick,  and  seing  they  had  maid  venditione 
and  alienatione  of  the  samyn  milne  to  the  laird  of  Hayning  to  thair  sein 
advantag,  thairfoir  that  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wold  consent, 
approve  and  authorize  the  said  venditione,  as  the  said  supplication  at 
moir  lengh  bearis  ;  the  present  comissioneris  haveing  considered  the  said 
supplication  and  being  informed  of  the  advantagiousnes  of  the  said 
bargaine  by  the  comissioneris  frome  the  burghis  of  Jedburgh  and  Peibles, 
thair  nychtbouring  burghis,  thairfoir  they  consent,  ratifie,  and  approve 
the  said  vendition  and  alienation  and  all  that  hes  followit  or  may  follow 
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20 M^'^h^ififii  ^^^^'^wp^^i  provyding  the  money  resaved  for  the  said  milne  be  imployed 

for  the  weall  and  vtilitie  of  the  said  burgh,  and  that  they  report   thair 

diligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generali  conventione. 

5  April  1G61. 

LeiHchman,  26.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  a  supplication  by  Walter  Leisch- 

factor.  jjj^j^  ^  Y^  admitted  a  factor  at  Campheir. 

Letter,  Earle  27.  The    commissioners    appointed    Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume  and   Sir 

of  Lauderdaill.  William  Thomson  to  draw  up  an  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Ea4  of  Laaderdale, 

which  being  read  was  approved  of. 
Comniissionor  28.  Tlie  commissioner  of  Naime  having  represented  "  the  said  conditione  of 

depairt.  ^^^  children  and  wtheris  of  his  effairis  at  home  occasioned  through  the  present 

decease  of  liis  wyff/'  granted  licence  to  him  to  depai-t  from  this  convention. 

6  April  16G1. 

Actofpariia-  29.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  taking  to  thair  considera- 

lishing  hi8  Ma-  tione  how  much  it  may  conduce  to  the  happines  of  the  royall  burrowis  to 
ritfr*  ^^^^^'  give  obedience  to  the  actis  of  parliament  now  maid  for  establischuQg  his 
Majesties  authoritie,  hes  thairfoir  statut  and  ordained  that  the  act  of 
parliament  maid  the  27  of  Febniar  last  be  insert  in  thair  generali  regis- 
ter and  the  burrowis  acquainted  thairwith  by  thair  dark  by  ana  article 
of  thair  missive,  and  be  requyrit  to  give  ane  accompt  of  thair  obedience 
thairto  to  the  nixt  generali  conventione,  quhairof  the  tenour  foUowis  : — 
At  Edinburgh  the  27  of  Februar  j"  vj^  threescoir  ane  yeiris.  Our  Sowe- 
rane  Lord  being  trewlie  sensibl  of  the  many  sufferingis  and  sad  confusion 
that  his  duetiefull  and  loyall  subjectes  have  bein  brocht  vndir  during 
thes  trubles,  and  being  desyrous  that  his  royall  government  in  its  due 
administratioune  may  be  refresching  and  comfortabl  to  thame,  and  con- 
ceaving  it  necessar  foir  that  end  and  for  the  honour  and  advancement  of 
his  owin  seruice,  the  weilfair  and  happines  of  his  subjectis  and  the  peace 
and  quyct  of  this  kingdome  that  the  places  of  publict  trust,  which  be  the 
channell  and  conduitis  by  which  his  Majesties  government  is  to  be  con- 
veyed vnto  his  people,  be  supplyed  and  exerccd  be  personis  of  knowin 
integrite,  abilities,  and  loyaltie,  doe  thairfoir  declair  that  it  is  and  wilbe 
his  Majesties  royall  cair  that  thos  who,  according  to  the  undoubtit  riclit 
of  the  croun,  he   hes  or  sail  think  fytt  to  call  to  his  councell  or  any 
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publict  imploymentis   salbe   so   qualefied,   and   that   for   the   full   satis-  Edinburgh. 
factione   of  all   his   good  subjectis  and  for  removeing    any   scruples  or 


jealousies  can  aryse  wpon  this  accompt,  they  sail  befoir  the  admittance  tomentforestab- 

or  exerceise  of  any  such  trust  give  such  publict  testamonie  of  thair  dewtie  jUtief  autho-* 

and  loyaltie  as  may  evidence  to  the  world  they  ar  such  as  the  kingdome  "*^®- 

and  all  honest  men  and  good  subjectes  may  confyd  into,  and  thairfoir  the 

Kingis  Majestie,  with  advyce  and  consent  of  his  estaitis  of  parliament, 

doth  statut  and  ordaine  that  all  and  quhatsoever  persone  or  persones  who 

ar  or  salbe  nominat  be  his  Majestie  to  be  his  officiaris  of  estait,  of  his 

privie  counsall,   session,  or  exchequer,  justice  generall,  admirall,  shereflSs, 

comissaris,  or  thair  deputis,  clarkis,  and  all  magistratis  and  counsall  of 

royall  burrowis,  at  thair  admission  to  thair  severall  oflSces  and  befoir  they 

offer  to  exerce  the  same,  sail  tak  and  suear  the  oath  of  alledgance  heir- 

vnto  subjoyned,  and  also  that  all  wther  personis  who  salbe  requyrit  be 

his  Majesties  privie  counsall,  or  any  haveing  authoritie  frome  thame,  salbe 

obliged  to  tak  and    suear   the  same.      And   seing  all   the   trubles   and 

miseries  that  hath  overspread   this  kingdome  and  almost  destroyed   all 

religious  and  civill,  all  publict  and  privat  interestis,  those  twentie  yeiris 

bygane  and  wpwardis,  have  arysen  and  sprung  from  these  invasionis  that 

haue  bein  mad  wpon  and  contemptis  done  to  the  royall  authoritie  and 

prerogative  of  the  croun,  his  Majestie  conceaves  himselff  obleigit  both  for 

his  owin  royall  interest  and  for  the  publict  interest  and  peace  of  his 

people  to  be  cairful  to  prevent  the  lik  for  the  futur,  and  thairfoir  his 

Majestie,  with  advyce  foirsaid,  statutis  and  ordaines  that  all  persones  who 

ar  or  schalbe  called  to  any  publict  trust  as  said  is,  sail,  besyd.  the  taking 

of  the  aith  of  alledgance,  be  oblidged  befoir  they  enter  to  thair  offices  and 

trustis  to  assert  wndir  thair  hand  wryting  his  Majesties  royall  prerogative 

as  it  is  exprest  in  the  actis  past  in  this  present  parliament,  and  in  the 

maner  heirvnto  subjoyned  ;  certifieing  such  as  being  requyred  sail  refuis 

or  delay  to  take  the  aith  of  alleagiance  they  sail  not  onlie  thairby  render 

thamselves  vncapable  of  any  publict  trust  bot  be  lookit  wpon  as  persones 

disaffectit  to  his  Majesties  authoritie  and  government,  and  such  as  sail 

refuis  or  delay  to  assert  his  Majesties  prerogative  in  maner  wndirwrittine 

sail  frome  henceforth  be  vncapable  of  any  publict  trust  within  the  kingdome. 

Followes  the  Aith  of  Allegiance  : — 

I,  B.,  for  testificatione  of  my  faithfuU  obedience  to  my  most  gracious 
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Edinbitr(»h.  and  redoubted  Soverane  Charles,  King  of  Orcat  Britain,  France,  and 
^^"^  ^  ^'  Irland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  affirme,  testiefie,  and  deciair  by  this  my 
inon°fo^*e8tab-  solemne  oath  that  I  acknowledg  my  said  Soveragne  onlie  supreame  gover- 
liflhinjf  hifl  Ma-  j^q^j.  ^f  ^his  kingdome  over  all  persones  and  in  all  causes,  and  that  no 
ritie.  forraync  prince,  powar,  state  or  persone,  civill  or  ecclesiastical],  hath  any 

jurisdictione,  powar,  or  superioritie  ower  the  samyn,  and  thairfoir  I 
doe  vtterlie  renunce  and  forsaik  all  foraigne  powar,  jurisdictionis,  and 
authorieties,  and  sail  at  my  wtermost  powar  defend  assist  and  manteanc 
his  Majesties  jurisdiction  afoirsaid  and  schall  never  declyne  his  Majesties 
jurisdictione  and  powar,  as  I  sail  ansuer  to  God. 

The  acknowledgment  of  his  Majesties  prerogative  : — ^Forasmuch  as 
the  estaitis  of  parliament  of  this  kingdome  be  thair  severall  actis  of  the 
11,  1 6  and  25  of  Januar  last,  haue  from  the  sence  of  thair  humbl  dewitie 
and  in  recognisance  of  his  Majesties  just  richt  declaired  that  it  is  ane 
inherent  priviledg  of  the  croun,  and  ane  wndoubtit  pairt  of  the  royall  prey- 
rogative  of  the  kingis  of  this  kingdome,  to  have  the  sole  choyse  and 
appoyntment  of  the  officiaris  of  estait,  privie  counsallouris,  and  lordis  of 
sessione,  that  the  powar  of  calling,  holding,  and  dissolveing  of  parliaments 
I  and  all  conventions  and   meitings   of  estaitis   does   soUy  reside   in   the 

Kingis  Majestic,  his  airis  and  successouris,  and  that  as  no  parliament  can 
'  be   lawful!  ie   keipit  without   the  spcciall  warrant  and   presence   of    the 

Kingis  Majestic  or  his  comissioner,  so  no  actis  nor  statutis  to  be  past 
!  in  any  parliament  can  be  binding  on  the  people  or  have  the  authoritic 

and  force  of  lawis  without  the  speciall  approbatioun  of  his  Majestie 
or  his  comissioner  interponit  thairto  at  the  making  thairof ;  that  the 
powar  of  armes,  making  of  peace  and  warr,  and  making  of  treaties  and 
leagues  with  foraigne  princes  or  staitcs  or  at  home  be  the  subjcctis 
amongst  thamselves,  doeth  proi)erIie  reside  in  his  Majestie  his  airis  and 
successouris  and  is  thair  wndoubted  right  and  thairis  alon,  and  that  it  is 
hie  treasone  in  the  subjectes  of  this  kingdome  or  any  number  of  tham 
wpon  whatsoever  ground  to  rys  or  continow  in  armes  to  mauteane  any 
fortis,  garisones,  or  strengthis,  to  mak  peace  or  warr,  or  to  mak  any  treaties 
or  leagues  with  forrainers  or  among  thamselues  without  his  Majesties 
authoritic  first  interponed  thairto,  tliat  it  is  wnlawfull  to  the  subjectis  of 
whatsoever  (]ualetie  or  functione  to  convocat,  couvein,  or  assembl  them- 
selves for  holding  of  counsall,  conventions  or  assemblies,  to  treat,  consult 
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and   (letermiDe  in  any  mater  of  stait,  civill  or  ecclesiastick,  except  in  Edinburgh. 

the  ordinar  judgments,  or  to  make  leagues  or  bandis  wpon  quhatsoeuer  — ^ ^ 

culler  or  pretence  without  his  Majesties  speciall  consent  and  aprobatione  mentforostab- 
had  thairwnto,  that  the  league  and  covenant  and  all  treaties  following  1*^5^ ^ho* 
thairwpon,  and  all  actis  or  deidies  that  does  or  may  relait  thairto  ar  not  "tio- 
obligatorie  nor  doe  inferr  any  obligatione  wpon  this  kingdome  or  the 
subjectes  thairof  to  medle  or  interpose  by  armes  or  any  seditiouis  way  in 
any  thing  concerning  the  religione  or  government  of  the  churches  in 
England  or  Irland  or  in  quhat  may  conceme  the  administratione  of  his 
Majesties  government  thair,  and  that  nane  of  his  Majesties  subjectis 
sould  presume  wpon  any  pretext  of  any  author! tie  whatsoever  to  requyr 
the  renewing  or  suearing  of  the  said  league  and  covenant  or  of  any  wther 
covenantis  or  publict  oathes  concerning  the  government  of  the  church  or 
kingdome,  and  that  nane  oflFer  to  renew  or  swear  the  samyn  without  his 
Majesties  speciall  warrant  and  approbatione ;  and  I  being  called  to  the 
oflBce  and  place  of  ...  .  doe,  conforme  to  ane  act  of  parliament  of  the 
27  of  February,  declare  that  I  doe  with  all  humbl  duetie  acknowledg  his 
Majesties  royall  prerogative,  right,  and  po war  in  all  the  particularis,  and  in 
the  maner  afFoir  mentionat,  and  I  give  heartilie  my  consent  thairto  be 
thir  presents,  subscryuit  be  me. 

12  April  1661. 

30.  Compeared  Sir  Robert  Murray,  provest  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  pissassent, 
and  moderatour  of  the  conventione  of  burrowis,  and  declared  that  thair  jj^^° 
being  ane  act  passing  in  this  present  parliament  in  favouris  of  justices  of 

peace  which  he  conceaved  micht  incroach  wpon  the  priviledges  of  burrowis 
who  ar  justices  of  peace  within  thair  owin  boundis  and  liberties,  that 
thairfoir  he  in  the  name  of  the  haill  burrowis  had  dissasentit  thairfra  and 
did  protest  that  the  samyn  sould  be  without  prejudice  of  the  just  richt 
and  priviledg  of  burrowis  thair  richt  to  the  office  of  justiciarie  within 
thair  boundis  and  priviledgis  and  thairwpon  tuik  instrumentis,  quhich 
report  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis  did  vnanimouslie  approve. 

31.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  disbursements  Agentis 
amountmg  to  £1421,  4s.  8d.  Scots,  and  of  £80  allowed  the  macers.  accomptis. 


_^c^. 
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KnrNin;iu;ii. 
11  May  ]0Pi]. 

A'ljiiniiiii^  of 
coiivontioii. 


MiiiiHl<:r  at 
( !aiii]ihcir. 


11  May  1661. 

32.  Tlie  commissioners,  "  in  respect  of  the  long  siting  of  the  parliament 
which  is  yit  lyk  to  continew  for  a  long  tyme,"  adjourned  the  holding  of  tht;  next 
general  convention  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  1662. 

27  May  1661. 

33.  Tlje  cr>mmissionerSy  at  the  desire  of  Mr  Thomas  Moubray,  minister  of  the 
kirk  at  Carnpheir,  ratified  and  approved  of  his  call  and  admission  to  the  s&id 
charge,  and  granted  to  him  during  their  ])leasure  and  liis  fidthful  service  the  im- 
j>ost8,  etc.,  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  conform  to  the  following  table,  viz. : — 
^*  Imprimis,  the  sowme  of  tuelve  stivers,  thrie  doytis,  Fleymes  money,  to  be  payit 
Ixi  the  marcliant  of  ilk  sect  of  goodis  pertaining  to  him  or  be  his  factor  in  his 
name,  and  four  stiveris  and  ane  doit,  Flemyes  money,  be  the  skipper  and  ownerLs 
of  the  Hchipp  of  ilk  seek  arryving  at  the  said  staple  ;  item,  of  ilk  marchand  that 
Kiiil  liappin  to  arryve  thair  not  haueing  ane  sect  of  goodis,  threttie  stiverid  ilk 
voyage ;  item,  of  ilk  hundreth  coallis  arryveing  thair,  n}'n  stiveris ;  item,  of  ilk 
Hchipp  loadnit  witli  come,  nyne  gudlingis,  quhairof  sex  to  be  payit  be  the  mar- 
chant  and  three  be  the  skipper  ;  item,  of  ilk  schip  arryving  within  the  YU 
although  frauchtit  be  any  stranger  and  cuming  frome  forayne  pairtLs,  ten  schillingis 
great ;  item,  of  ilk  seek  of  goodis  that  any  factor  sail  happin  to  resaw,  aucht 
Ktivers  tua  doitis  Fleymes  money  ;  item,  of  ilk  seek  of  goodis  aiyveing  at  the 
Kaid  [K^rt  ({uhairvnto  thair  is  no  factor  imployed,  aucht  stivens  tua  doitis,  to  be 
IMiyit  be  the  marcliant  by  and  attover  his  other  dewis." 


i)rt\<tr  aiic'iit 
oatli  ui 
allo'i^iaiic*.*. 


1  June  1661. 

SI".  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haue  resaued  ane  ordour 
frorru.'  the  parliament  ordaining  the  oath  of  alledgiance  to  be  takin  and 
the  act  for  the  royall  prerogative  to  be  signed  be  all  magistratis  and 
counsall  within  burgh  at  thair  first  meiting,  quhilk  they  onlaine  to  be 
insert  and  registrat  in  thair  generall  register,  quhairof  the  tennour 
foUowis ; — Edinburgh  the  30  of  May  1661.  The  lord  comissioner  and 
estaitis  of  parliament  ordaines  the  oath  of  alledgiance  to  be  takine  and 
the  act  for  the  royall  prerogative  to  be  signed  be  all  magistratis  and 
counsall  within  burgh  at  thair  first  meiting  efter  sight  heirof,  and 
rocomendis  to  all  magistratis  to  sie  it  done,  and  particularlie  that  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh  sie  it  furthwith  done  be  the  magistratis  and  councell 
of  Edinburgh,  and  if  any  sail  refuis  or  delay  the  samyn  that  they  be  re- 
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moved  from  publict  trust  and  ane  accompt  of  thair  names  to  be  returned  PJ^^^^f^?* 
to  the  parliament.     And  ordaines  ane  extract  heirof  to  be  rivin  to  each  r-- 7- 

•^  °  Ordor  anent 


burgh  who   sail   requyre   the   samyne,   and    ilk    burgh    to   report    thair  oath  of 
dilligence    in    giveing    readie    obedience    thairto    to    the    nixt    generall  *  ®*^fi^**"°®- 
convention. 

35.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  disbursements  Agentis 
amountiDg  to  £2,280,  17s.  4d.  comptis. 

36.  Compeared  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumfreis  and  pre-  DUigence, 
sentit  ane  letter  direct  from  the  magistratis  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh  anent  the  oath 
direct  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  makand  mention  that  for  obedience     *^®fif»*°ce. 
of  the  act  of  parliament  of  the   27   of  Februar  last  and  thair  act  of 
burrowis  of  the  6  of  Apryll  relating  thairto,  requyring  the  magistratis 

and  counsall  of  thair  burgh  forthwith  to  tak  the  oath  of  alledgiance  and 
subscryve  the  acknowledgment  of  his  Majesties  prerogative  as  it  is  assertit 
by  the  parliament,  and  that  the  provest  did  call  thair  counsall  togither 
wpon  the  nyn  of  Appryll  last  when  the  oath  and  acknowledgment  being 
red  wes  by  some  few  accepted  and  by  the  most  pairt  refuised,  quhairwpou 
ane  new  meiting  wes  appoyntit  the  nixt  day,  being  the  10th  of  the  said 
moneth,  whan  some  of  the  refuiseris  did  wpon  better  consideratione  give 
obedience,  and  at  the  thrid  lifeiting  of  the  counsall,  being  the  11th  of  the 
said  moneth,  some  moir  did  tak  the  oath  and  signe  the  acknowledgment 
foirsaid,  but  wes  yit  refuised  by  tuo  of  the  baillies  and  divers  counsalleris, 
quhairwpon  they  apointed  the  15  of  the  said  moneth  for  making  new 
election  of  wtheris  to  supplie  the  refuisaris  places  which  accordinglie  wes 
done  according  to  the  burrowis  ordour  and  constitutione  of  the  burgh ; 
which  letter  being  red  in  presence  of  the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burrowis 
they  did  all  approve  thairof  and  of  thair  new  electione  of  wtheris  in  thair 
places  refuising. 

37.  Approved  of  the  admission  of  Walter  Leischman  to  be  a  factor  for  the  Leishman, 
nation  at  Campheir  on  the  usual  conditions.  factor. 

12  July  1661. 

38.  Anent  the  supplication  presentit  to  the  burrowis  be  the  mer-  Siippiication, 
chandis  of  Edinburgh  resorting  to  publict  mercatis  within  this  kingdome  mercatS^  ' 
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f^JuT  "iti'i  complainiDg  that  the  magistratis  of  the  burghis  of  Cupar,  Dumfermling, 
8iii>>iication~  •'-'^"l^^^^g^w,  and  Inverkeything,  does  much  prejudg  tham  in  thair  mercatis 
Eiiinburgii,  *  by  imprisoning  tham  and  fyning  tham,  alledging  thair  elvandis  quhairwith 
they  buy  t>ie  cuntrey  cloath  to  be  fals ;  for  remeid  quhairof  the  comis- 
sioueris  of  burrowis  have  statut  and  ordainit  that  the  abonenamit  bui^his 
and  all  wther  burghis  and  willages  quhair  thes  publict  mercatis  ar  keipit 
sail  furnisch  the  saidis  merchandis  with  sufficient  elvandis  that  they  wilbe 
ansuerabl  for,  wpon  the  raitis  that  Lanrick,  Rutherglen  and  wtheris 
furnisches  merchandis  resorting  thither,  and  ilk  burgh  to  report  thair 
dilligence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  wndir  the  paine  of 
20  lib. 

39.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Thomas  Sydserf  for  his  good  serrioe  **  by 
affording  vnbo  thame  frequent  intelligence  "  £30  sterling ;  to  Andrew  Moncur, 
post,  £5  sterling  for  his  loss  and  extraordinary  attendance ;  with  £112  Soots  dis- 
bursed by  the  agent  since  fitting  his  last  accounts  ;  making  in  all  £2829  which 
the  burgli«  were  ordained  to  pay. 


DiNbiirM- 
luentH. 


EiJiNnriwjH. 
]*>  Septcuibcr 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Edward  Edgar,  James  Borthwick ;  Abirdein,  Mr  Robert 
Petrie  ;  Ghisgow,  Johne  Bell ;  Air,  William  Cunynghame ;  Haddingtoun, 
William  Seatoun ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder ;  Irving,  Allan  Dunlop ; 
Pearth,  Dundie,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Androis,  Kirkcaldie,  Bnmtilland, 
Culros  and  Qucinsfcrrie  (blank). 

[Tlcere  are  no  acts  of  this  convention  recai'ded.} 


Edinburgh. 
1.*^  November 

ComiiiiMfioueni. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Edward  Edgar,  Johne  Smyth  ;  Pearth,  Androw  Grant ; 
Dundie,  Sir  Alexander  Wederburne ;  Abirdein,  Mr  Bobert  Petrie  ;  Lin- 
lithgow, George  Bell ;  Glasgow,  Colein  Campbell;  Haddingtown,  William 
Seatoun ;  Monros,  Robert  Tailyeour ;  Inemes,  Alexander  Dumbar ; 
Brunteland,  Dauid  Seatoun ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;  Stirling, 
St  Androis,  Air,  Irving,  Jedburgh,  Dumfermling,  Dumbartane,  Dumbar, 
Ctiraill  and  Culros,  (blanlc). 
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J  3  November  1661.  ?o^l?^^^?- 

J 3  November 

1 .  Edward  Edgar,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  modemtor. 


Moderator. 

20  November  1661. 

2.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  consideratione  the  Conservator, 
missive  quhairwpon  they  wer  called  anent  the  vacancie  of  the  place  of  the 
conservatour  of  the  priviledgis  in  the  Natherlandis  how  necessar  it  is  for 

thame  to  haue  that  place  filled  with  ane  abl  and  qualefied  persone  who 
may  be  lyable  to  such  rules  and  ordouris  as  the  former  conservatour  hes 
subjected  thamselves  by  the  burrowis  actis,  and  for  thair  beter  informa- 
tione  anent  the  nominatione  of  the  persone,  they  haveing  pervsed  thair 
ancient  recordis  and  actis  they  did  find  thair  had  beine  various  debaitis 
and  contestis  anent  the  nominatione  of  the  persone  to  exerceis  the  said 
place ;  and  now  being  all  convinced  of  the  tender  cair  and  fatherlie 
affection  his  sacred  Maiestie  our  most  gracious  King  hes  caried  to  his 
royall  burrowis,  have  thairfoir  resolved  to  leave  the  nominatione  of  the 
persone  for  the  exerceis  of  the  said  office  to  his  Maiestie,  reserveing  to 
thamselves  thair  richtis  for  the  futur  to  nominat  as  they  sail  sie  caus,  and 
for  this  efffect  that  ane  letter  be  wreatin  to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  to 
acquaint  his  Maiestie  heirwith,  and  to  beseach  his  Maiestie  in  our  names 
that  quhen  anie  persone  salbe  nominat  he  may  be  mad  lyabl  to  appear  at 
ane  conventione  of  burrowis  and  subscryve  to  such  actis  and  ordouris  as 
Sir  Patrick  t)rummond  or  wther  conservatour  hes  done. 

3.  The  burrowis  haueing  heard  by  letteris  from  the  Earle  of  Lauder-  Scotis  schiping 
daill  that  his  Maiestie  had  beine  to  grant  ane  gracious  dispensatione  of  "*   »<?»». 
the  act  of  the  parliament  of  Ingland  anent  navigatione  in  fauouris  of  his 
subjectis  of  Scotland  ;  as  also  had  of  lait  been  informed  that  thair  hes 

bein  addresses  maid  by  the  fermoraris  of  the  customes  of  Ingland,  desyr- 
ing  that  the  foirsaid  dispensatione  micht  be  takin  of  and  discharged,  which 
will  tend  (if  granted)  to  the  vtter  ruyne  and  decay  of  schipping  of  this 
kingdome,  thairfoir  did  all  agree  that  applicatione  sould  be  maid  to  the 
lordis  of  his  Maiesties  secret  counsall  at  thair  first  meiting  and  humblie 
to  intreat  thair  lordschipa  wold  be  pleased  to  wreat  to  the  Kingis  Maiestie 
that  the  subjectes  of  this  his  ancient  kingdome  may  injoy  all  the  privi- 
ledges  they  have  injoyed  in  England  since  the  act  of  post  nati  emitted 
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Sj^N^^'^T*     ^^y  ^^"S  James  the  6  of  blessed   memorie,  and,  lastlie,  that  the   comis- 
1661.  sioiiers  foirsaidis  resolved  and  ordered  that  letteris  sould  be  writtin   and 

Scotia  schipii)^  subscry vit  be  thair  moderatour  to  the  Earles  of  Craufurd,  Lauderdaill^  and 
111     gland.      Midiltoun  entreating  for  thair  concurrance  in  the  said  matter. 

Letter  to  the  4^  The  lords  of  secret  council  having  gradously  agreed  to  write  a  letter,  as 

jesty.  desired  by  the  preceding  act,  the  commissioners  ordained  the  buigh  of  Edinbaigh 

and  their  clerk  to  attend  to  the  speedy  despatch  thereof. 

Landerdam^^  5.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera- 

Sir  Peter  Wed- tione  the  great  seruices  done  to  thair  estait  by  the  nobl  and  potent 
earle  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  his  Maiesties  Secretarie,  especiallie  in  his 
cair  taikin  of  lait  to  prey  vent  the  ramversing  and  nulling  of  ane  lat  act  of 
his  gracious  Maiestie  and  counsall  of  England  in  fauouris  of  the  merchan- 
dis  and  seafairing  men  of  Scotland  by  which  they  are  declaired  to  have 
ane  lyk  freedome  of  tread  with  thes  of  the  English  natione,  notwithstand- 
ing of  ane  act  of  the  last  sessioune  of  the  parliament  of  England  debarr- 
ing them  from  that  libertie  and  to  be  esteemed  as  Dutch  and  wther 
strangeris,  as  lykwys  his  lordships  cair  in  the  mater  of  the  conservatour 
and  seuerall  wther  particularis,  all  which  ar  yit  in  agitatione  ;  lykas  the 
said  is  comissioneris  taking  to  consideratione  the  great  paines  and  tnibl 
susteaned  by  Sir  Peter  Wedderbume,  dark  to  his  Maiesties  privie 
counsall,  at  the  tyme  of  his  being  at  London  in  June  and  July  last,  in 
prosecuting  the  said  bussienes  of  tread  and  navigatione  befoir  the 
counsall  of  England;  his  frameing  of  petitiounes  and  reasonis  to  that 
effect,  and  for  prosecuting  the  bussienes  of  coall  and  salt ;  and  the  saidb 
comissioneris  considering  that  in  the  generaJl  conventione  hauldin  at 
Edinburgh  in  November  1660  they  had  allowed  the  said  nobl  earle  ane 
yeirlie  gratuitie  of  tua  thousand  merkis  for  his  attendance  in  thair  effairis 
at  court,  quhairof  no  pairt  hes  bein  as  yit  payed  nor  advanced,  [they 
ordained  the  agent  to  borrow  money  and  pay  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdaill 
4000  merks  for  two  years'  salary,  and  to  Sir  Peter  Wedderbume  900 
merks.] 

Letters  and  6.  The  commissioners,  not  having  time  to  stay  in  town  till  the  petition  to 

^nTinlf^treiul    *'*®  P^^y  council  for  interponing  with  his  Majesty  in  the  matter  of  trade  and 

navigation,  and  the  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Earls  of  Lauderdaill,  Crawfurd,  and 

Midletoune  are  registered  in  their  books,  ordained  the  moderator  to  subscribe  the 

letters,  and  thereafter  all  the  |)apers  to  be  entered  on  the  register. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinburoh. 

'  8  January 

1662. 


Edinburgh,  Edward  Edgar,  Johne  Smyth  ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Commiasioners. 
Lithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  Glasgow,  James  Poog  ;  E^addingtoun,  John 
Sleigh  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Boswell ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ; 
Culros,  AJexander  Bruce  ;  Quensferrie,  Archibald  Wilson  ;  Dundie,  St 
Androis,  Dysart,  Bruntilland,  Innerkeything,  Kinghome,  Dumbar  and 
Caraill  (blank), 

8  January  1662. 

1.  Edward  Edgar,  firat  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.         Moderator. 

10  January  1662. 

2.  The   present   comissioneris   taking   to   thair    consideratione    the  Linlithgow 
burgh  of  Linlithgowis  grivance  anent  the  pretendit  signatur  presentit  to^Uf^f^^w- 
tlie  Kingis  most  excellent  Maiestie  for  errecting  of  the  willage  of  Bur-  ^^^^  ****** * 
rowstounes  in  a  royall  burgh  which  continewallie  in  all  tyme  past  hes 

bein  wndir  the  powar,  boundis,  and  jurisdictione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Lithgow  ;  and  the  saidis  comissioneris  haveing  called  for,  sein,  and  con- 
siderit  the  lait  and  ancient  evidentis  of  thair  said  nychtbour  burgh  of 
Lithgow,  particularlie  thair  last  ratificatione  in  the  first  sessione  of  this 
current  parliament,  quhairby  they  ar  of  old  errectit  by  his  Maiesties  most 
nobl  progenitouris  in  a  free  burgh  royall  past  memorie  of  man,  with  sole 
libertie  of  tread,  they  and  no  wther,  within  the  whole  boundis  of  the 
sheriflFdome  of  Lithgow  between  the  mouth  of  the  wateris  of  Amend  and 
Aven,  and  finding  that  if  such  a  preparative  sould  not  be  preveaned  and 
legallie  oposed  the  samyn  will  redound  to  the  vniversall  detriment  of  the 
whole  burrowis  generall,  thairfoir  the  saidis  comissioneris  findis  this  a 
bussienes  of  werie  great  importance  and  of  generall  concernment  to  the 
whole  burrowis,  and  that  it  is  most  necessar  for  the  whole  royall  burrowis 
vnanimouslie  to  concurr  with  the  said  burgh  of  Lithgow,  thair  doaris  and 
agentis,  in  thair  just  defence  and  persuit  relating  to  thair  saidis  liberties 
befoir  any  judicatorie  within  this  natione,  as  also  be  supplicatione  or 
wther  humbl  adres  quhatsoeuer  to  mediat  with  or  petitione  his  sacred 
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Edinburgh. 
10  January 
1662. 

Linlithgow 
against  erec- 
tion of  Borrow- 
stounes  into  a 
burgh. 


Maiestie  not  to  grant,  or  if  grantit  to  recall  any  such  gift  or  signature  in 
favouris  of  the  said  willage  of  Burrowstounes  or  to  stop  any  farder  pro- 
gres  thairin  wntill  the  parties  concerned  be  heard,  and  to  do  everie  wther 
thing  for  countenanceing  the  said  bussienes  as  accordis  of  the  law,  recom- 
ending  to  the  present  comissioneris  as  they  salbe  requyred  according  to 
thair  powar  to  concurr  with  and  assist  tham  till  the  generall  conventione 
of  burrowis  sail  meat,  to  quhom  this  bussienes  is  by  ws  seriouslie  recom- 
endit  as  ane  mater  of  great  and  generall  concernment  to  thame  all. 

The  present  comissioneris  ordaines  the  mater  concerning  lithgow  to 
be  added  to  the  present  missive  to  be  sent  for  this  ensueing  generall  con- 
ventione. 


f^iNBUROH.  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

25  February  ' 

1662. 

Commissioners.  Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  Edward  Edgar,  Patrick  Borthwick  ; 
Abirdein,  Mr  Robert  Petrie ;  Stirling,  James  Stewinsone  ;  Linlithgow, 
Andro  Glen  ;  St  Androis,  Andrew  Carstairis ;  Glasgow,  Coleine  Camp- 
bell ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame  by  his  missive  letter  and  comissione  ; 
Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Boswell ;  Bruntil- 
land,  Dauid  Seatoun  ;  Kinghome,  Johne  Bruice ;  Jedburgh,  John 
Rutherfoord  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  John  Ewart  ;  Wigtoun,  Hew  Kineir ; 
Dumfermling,  William  Walker ;  Dumbartan,  Mr  Donald  M'Capie  ; 
Dumbar,  William  Wood  ;  Culros,  Alexander  Bruce  ;  Bamffe,  Robert 
Hamiltoun  ;  Queinsferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone.  [No  commissioners  from 
the  other  thirty-seven  burghs.] 


Moderator. 


Huteficatioun. 
Ayr. 


25  February  1062. 

1.  Sir   Robert   Murray,   provost,   and   firat    in    commission  for  Editiburgh, 
elected  moderator. 

26  February  1662. 

2.  Ratified  the  5th  act  of  last  particular  convention. 

3.  Accepted  excuse  for  absence  of  the  commissioner  of  Ayr,  he  obliging  him- 
self and  that  burgh  to  ratify  all  acts  and  to  pay  the  dues. 
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27  February  1662.  Edinburgh. 

27  February 

4.   The  present  comissioneris   of  burrowis   haveing  sein   ane   letter  1662^ 


frome  Sir  William  Davidson,  conservatour  of  the  Seotis  priviledgis  in  the  Conservator, 
Law  Cuntries,  with  the  copie  of  his  gift  thairof  granted  be  the  Kingis  privUedgls! . 
Maiestie  to  him,  with  divers  wtheris  paperis  in  relatione  to  his  said  oflBlce, 
quhairof  the  present  comissioneris  does  at  present  approve  and  allow,  and 
thairwpon  does  ordaine  ane  congratulatorie  letter  to  be  drawn  wp  be  thair 
dark  and  siibscryuit  be  the  haill  comissioneris  present  to  be  sent  to-  the 
said  Sir  William  congratulating  the  good  fortun  of  the  burrowis  that  it 
hath  pleased  his  gratious  Maiestie  to  pitch  wpon  so  eminent  a  persone 
and  ane  so  nearlie  concerned  in  the  burrowis  interestis  to  be  thair  con- 
servatour of  thair  priviledges  at  ther  stapl  port,  and  recomendis  to  the 
deanis  of  gild  of  Abirdein  and  Linlithgow  to  draw  wp  ane  paper  of  the 
abussis  comittit  at  and  against  ther  priviledges  at  the  said  stapl  port, 
and  the  samyn  to  be  inclosed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  sent  be  thair  clatk 
to  the  said  conservatour  with  all  dilligence. 

5.  Appointed  next  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Aberdein  on  the  first  Adjummg 
Tuesday  of  July  1663  in  place  of  July  next,  "  in  respect  of  the  adjuming  of  the  general  con- 
parliament  wntill  the  8th  day  of  May  next  and  being  wncertan  how  long  the 

samyn  sail  sit." 

28  February  1662. 

6.  Ordained  eight  of  the  burghs  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  the  first  Tuesday  Jedburgh, 
of  May  next  to  consider  the  difference  between  the  provost  and  the  merchants  of 
Jedburgh. 

7.  The  commissioners  taking  into  consideration  the  proposal  to  erect  Burrow-  Signatour  of 
stounes  into  a  free  royal  burgh,  as  mentioned  in  the  2d  act  of  last  particular  Burrow- 
convention,  "  they  have  thought  it  fit  and  incumbent  to  thame  to  owin  the 
bussienes  as  ane  comoune  interest,  lykas  they  heirby  doe  owin  the  samyne  and 
recomendis  the  stoping  of  the.signatour  of  the  said  willage  of  Burrowstounes  to 

be  one  of  thair  instructionis  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Robert  Murray,  thair  agent  at 
court."  They  also  instructed  the  agent  to  concur  with  Linlithgow  in  prosecuting 
the  business  in  the  law  courts,  and  to  advance  2000  merks  towards  expenses. 

8.   The   present   comissioneris   of  burrowis   appointis  the  burghs  of  Burrowis, 
Edinburgh,  [and  sixteen  other  burghs,]  or  any  fyve  of  thame  to  be  ^  *^*^*  **  *^°"'^' 
(luorum,  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  wpon  all  occasiounes  quhen  they  ar  called. 
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Edinburgh,     to  keep  correspondence  with  Sir  Robert  Murray,  lord  hie  justice  clark  of 
1662.  *his  kingdome,  whome  they  have  nominat  to  be  thair  agent  at  court  in 

BurrowisT        ^^^  mater  of  tread  and  navigatione  and  wtheris  thair  effairis,  and  to  give 
agent  at  court,  ^nd  receave  instructionis  to  and  frome  him  as  they  sail  sie  occasione  and 

to  doe  everie  thing  requisit. 
Burgessis  9.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  considering  the  great  pre- 

unfreemeu.  judice  the  royall  burrowis  of  this  kingdome  susteanes  by  taking  pairtis  of 
schippis  or  guidis  with  unfreemen  leiving  at  vnfree  places  within  this 
kingdome,  notwithstanding  of  severall  actis  of  burrowis  dischargeing  the 
samyn  wndir  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  pundis  and  los  of  thair  freedome, 
and  in  particular  that  act  of  burrowis  maid  at  St  Androis  the  7th  of  July 
1633  dischargeing  the  samyn  wndir  the  penalties  abonewrittine,  and 
thairfoir  ordaines  the  said  a<;t  and  all  wther  actis  maid  thairanent  to 
stand  in  full  force  and  vigour  against  the  contraveineris  thairof,  and  doe 
hereby  ratifie  and  approve  the  samyn  in  the  haill  heidis,  claussis,  and 
conditionis  thairof,  and  ordaines  the  magistratis  of  ilk  royal  burgh  to  cans 
thair  burgessis  obtemper  and  obey  the  samyn,  and  particularlie  the 
magistratis  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Dumfermling, 
Culros  and  Quensferrie  [to  discharge  their  burgesses  and  guild  brethren 
joining  in  partnership  with  the  unfreemen  of  Burrowstounnes ;  and  that 
existing  pamerships  with  unfreemen  be  terminated  by  Whitsunday  next]. 
Diimfermiing,  IQ,   The   comissioncris   taking  to   their    serious    consideratione    the 

cata.     '  complaint  givin  in  to  thame  by  William  Walker,  comissioner  for  the 

burgh  of  Dumfermling,  against  the  abussis  comitted  be  the  craftsmen  of 
thair  burgh  in  the  matter  of  the  electione  of  thair  magistratis  and  counsall, 
who  being  equall  in  number  with  the  merchandis  at  the  electionis 
becumes  sole  electoris  of  magistratis  and  counsall  thamselues,  and  in  con- 
tempt of  the  saidis  merchandis  does  elect  magistratis  in  thair  buigh  not 
qualiefied  for  that  charge,  with  severall  wther  inormities  and  disorderis 
comitted  be  them  [appointed  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth, 
Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Bruntilland,  Culros,  Quenisferrie  and  Innerkeything 
to  meet  at  Dumfermling  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  next]  to  endevour 
a  freindlie  composing  of  the  said  bussiencs,  as  also  they  recomend  the 
complaint  givin  in  be  the  merchandis  of  Edinburgh  against  the  burgh  of 
Dumfermling  for  injuries  done  to  thame  at  thair  comon  mercatis  to  be 
takin  in  consideratione  by  thame  and  also  ane  romeid  thairof  endevoured. 
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1 1 .  Appoyntis  thair  generall  dark  to  wreat  ane  letter  to  the  respec-  S?"^^*"*^- 
tiue  burghis  quhair  the  comoun  standertis  of  the  natione  ar  keiped,  and  i662. 
particularlie  to  Stirling,  Linlithgow  and  Lanrick,  that  each  of  them  be  ciomon  stan- 
provyded  thairof  sufficientlie.  *^**^' 

12.  Anent  the  supplicatione  presentit  to  the  present  comissioneris  of  Quemsfeme, 

r.«-i_,r  ••  /•i^/»'j*  J/*  comon  ground. 

Durrowis  be  the  comissioner  of  Quensferne  desyrmg  ane  warrand  Irome 
theme  to  sell  ane  peice  of  thair  waist  comoun  ground  which  the  night- 
bouris  renderis  vsles  to  thame  by  casting  of  thair  fuilzie  thairon  and  put- 
ing  the  said  burgh  to  continuall  trubl  to  mak  cleane  the  samyn,  the  pre- 
sent comissioneris  of  burrowis  recommendis  to  the  said  burgh  of  Quens- 
ferrie  to  improw  the  said  peice  of  ground  to  thair  best  advantage. 

13.  Unlawis  the  haill  burrowis  absent  quha  wer  wamit  to  this  presexit  Absent  bur- 

rowis 

conventione  in  the  wnlaw  of  20  lib.  Scotis  for  thair  absence. 

1 4.  Acceptis  of  Dundies  excuis  for  not  sending  thair  comissioner  to  Dundie. 
attend  this  conventione  in  respect  of  thair  comissioner  his  seiknes  at  his 
away  cuming. 

15.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  considera- Sir  Robert 
tione  the  great  danger  this  kingdome,  and  particularlie   the  estait   of«'S»««»* 
burrowis,  lyes  vndir  give  the  act  of  the  parliament  of  England  anent 

tread  and  navigatione  sail  stand  in  force,  which  by  his  gracious  Maiestie 
and  his  counsall  wes  suspendit  in  so  far  as  relaited  to  his  subjectis  of 
Scotland,  and  the  said  act  of  suspension  by  the  earnest  prosecutione  of 
the  fermoreris  of  the  customes  in  England  againe  rescindit,  so  as  the  said 
act  of  tread  is  lik  to  stand  in  full  force  and  be  that  means  the  tread  and 
navigatione  of  this  kingdome  will  no  doubt  in  a  schort  tyme  be  ruyned 
and  destroyed  without  some  effectuall  remeidie  be  provydit,  and  thairfoir 
find  a  necessitie  of  imploying  some  persone  of  great  abilities  and  fidelitie 
to  prosecut  the  said  bussienes  befoir  his  Maiesties  parliament  of  England 
or  wther  pairties  interessed,  and  finding  no  persone  so  qualefied  and  fit 
for  that  purpos  as  Sir  Robert  Murray,  lord  hie  justice  clark,  residing  at 
court,  they  haue  vnanimouslie  nominat  and  electit,  lyk  as  they  be  thir 
presentis  nominatis  and  electis  the  said  Sir  Robert  Murray,  and  to  give 
and  grant  unto  him  ane  full  and  ampl  comissione  for  prosecuting  thair 
interest  in  the  said  act  of  tread  and  navigatione  or  any  wther  particular 
bussienes  which  they  sail  think  fit  to  recomend  to  him  by  the  instruc- 
tiones  to  be  sent  to  his  lordship,  which  being  allreadie  scrolled  and  weived 

4  A 
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Edtkburoh.     be  the  comissioneris  ar  heirby  ordained  with  the  comissione  to  be  insert 

1662.  and  registrat  in  thair  register  immediatelie  efter  the  conclusioune  of  this 

Sir  Robert       present  convention  ...  and  the  present  comissioneris  ordanis  a  missive 

^^court.  *^*°*  letter  to  be  wreatin  and  sent  to  thair  said  agent,  subscrivit  be  the  said 

provest  and  dark,  intreating  his  lordship  to  accept  of  the  said  imploy- 

ment,  and  to  assuir  him  that  he  sail  not  onlie  be  fumisched  with  money 

for  his  expenssis  but  salbe  thankfullie  and  honorabillie  pa  jit  for  his  paines. 


Convention. 


CitAtione 
M'Kinlay. 


29  February  1662. 

16.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  convene  the  whole  burghs  two 
days  before  the  meeting  of  parliament  "  to  consult  wpon  thair  owin  particular 
efi&iris  that  ane  vniformibie  may  be  keipit  amongst  themselues  conform  to  former 
actis  of  burrowis." 

1 7.  In  respect  of  the  adjournment  of  the  general  convention,  the  derk  was 
instructed  to  cite  the  deacon  convener  of  Dumfries,  who  had  been  warned  thairto, 
to  appear  at  Edinburgh  on  8  th  May  next. 


Instructionia 
to  a^nt  at 
court. 


Edinburgh,  12  March  1662. 

The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  conveined  in  thair  last  conventione  by 
thair  15  th  act  of  the  said  convention  haveing  nominat  and  electit  Sir 
Robert  Murray,  knyght,  lord  justice  dark  of  the  kingdome  of  Scotland, 
to  be  thair  agent  at  court  for  prosecuting  thair  interest  anent  the  act  of 
tread  and  navigation  in  England  and  wther  thair  particular  eflbiris,  and 
haveing  sent  ane  comissione  to  him  for  that  effect  with  severall  instruc- 
tiones  relating  thairto  quhich  by  thair  said  act  thay  ordaine  thair  clark 
to  insert  and  registrat  in  thair  generall  register,  quhairof  the  tenour 
foUowis  : — 

The  Commission. — Be  it  kend  till  all  men  be  thes  present  letteris,  ws, 
the  comissioneris  of  the  royall  burrowis  of  Scotland,  being  conveined  heir  at 
Edinburgh  about  our  necessar  effairis  in  relatione  to  our  estait,  and  taking 
to  our  consideration  that  by  the  act  of  the  parliament  of  England  anent  tread 
and  navigatione,*  daitit  the  (blank)  day  of  (blank)  yeiris,  our  libertie  of 
treading  and  navigatione  grantit  to  ws  by  King  James,  of  worthie  memorie, 
at  his  entrie  to  the  croun  of  England,  [is  likely  to  be  destroyed  and]  as  it  is 

•  12  CarL  II.,  cap.  xviiL  (1660). 
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most  necessarie  and  convenient  to  imploy  some  faithful!  and  discreet  persone  Edinburgh. 

to  negotiat  that  and  wther  our  lawfull  eflfairis  at  his  Maiesties  court  at  Whyt ^^ 

hall  or  elsquhair,  and  haveing  good  experience  of  the  fidelitie,  knowledg,  to  agSnt*at" 
and  wther  good  qualificationis  of  Sir  Robert  Murray,  knyght,  lord  justice  ^^^' 
dark  of  Scotland,  now  residing  at  court,  thairfoir  to  have  vnanimouslie 
nominated,  electit,  and  chosen,  lykas  be  thir  presentis  wee  elect,  nominat, 
and  choise  the  said  Sir  Robert  Murray  to  be  our  agent  and  to  concurr 
with  the  nobl  and  potent  lord  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  his  Maiesties 
secretarie  for  Scotland,  in  prosecuting  our  just  interest  in  the  matter  of 
comerce  and  navigatione,  with  wther  our  just  concernmentis,  according  to 
the  instructionis  heirwith  sent  or  heirefter  to  be  sent  to  him  by  us  or  be 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  our  names,  and  this  comissione  to  continew 
duiring  the  pleasour  of  the  general!  conventione  of  burrowis,  promissing 
to  hold  firme  and  stable  quhatsomeuer  our  said  agent  does  in  the  pre- 
missis.     In  witnes  quhairof,  etc. 

Instructionis  from  the  comissioneris  of  the  general!  conventione,  the  25 
of  February,  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  Sir  Robert  Murray, 
knight,  lord  justice  dark  in  Scotland,  and  agent  or  comissioner 
appointed  for  the  royal!  burrowis  to  prosecut  thair  interest  in  the 
act  of  parliament  in  England  anent  tread  and  navigatione  and  wther 
particularis  as  they  salbe  recomendit  to  him  frome  the  particular 
comittee  of  burrowis  appointed  to  corespond  with  his  lordship. 

Wee  haue  so  long  tyme  found  the  act  of  parliament  of  England  in 
relatione  to  tread  and  navigatione  if  it  sould  stand  in  force  to  be  totallie 
didtructive  to  the  tread  and  navigatione  of  this  kingdome,  being  reput  na 
wther  thairby  then  France,  Holland,  or  wther  forrane  nationis,  and  wer 
much  comforted  in  that  his  Maiestie,  be  the  intercessione  of  the  most 
honorabil!  the  Earlis  of  Craufurd,  Lyndsay,  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  your 
selff,  and  some  good  patriotis,  wes  pleased  so  farr  to  interes  himself  in  the 
bussienes  as  to  procuir  frome  the  counsall  of  England  ane  suspensione  of 
the  said  act  of  parliament  in  sua  farr  as  it  did  extend  to  his  peopl  in 
Scotland,  till  a  letter  by  some  weill  afiFected  cuntreyman  merchand  resid- 
ing at  Londone  befoir  the  last  sessione  of  the  said  parliament  that  the- 
farmeris  of  his  Maiesties  customes  in  England  had  procuired  that  act  of 
counsall  in  our  favouris  to  be  rescindit,  whairby  wee  stand  at  this  present 


656 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh,     in  no  wther  conditione  then  Dutch  and  wther  forragneris,  but  that  wee 

T-. — '  find  by  a  letter  of  the  21  of  December  last  frome  the  lord  hie  thesaurer, 

to  agent  at      the  Earle  of  Craufurd,  directed  to  Sir  William  Bruce,  dark  to  the  billis, 
^^^'  that  he  and  my  Lord  Lauderdaill  had  had  severall  conferences  with  thos 

in  power  and  trust  in  England  as  to  that  effair,  whairin  he  representis  to 
ws  that  thee  monie  objectiones  and  obstructiones  whairwith  wee  haue 
thocht  fit  to  acquaint  yow  verbatim  with  our  sens  and  advyce  to  your 
lordships  by  way  of  ansuer  thairwnto. 

(1.)  The  first  diflScultie  mentioned  in  his  lordship's  said  letter  is  in 
the  poynt  of  plantatione,  exceidinglie  stood  wpon  in  respect  of  the  great 
tread  at  present  with  the  Barbadoes,  and  hopes  of  dryving  a  richer  tread 
heirefter  with  all  the  lUandis,  they  intending  to  plant  synomon,  nutmegis, 
cleues,  and  peper,  for  they  haue  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  all  thes 
plantis,  and  they  conceaue  that  if  wee  sail  have  any  tread  wee  wilbe  able 
to  tak  the  tread  frome  thame,  sailling  our  schippis  cheaper,  wee  wilbe  able 
still  to  undir  sell  thame  and  furnisch  many  places  of  Europe  with  the 
comodities  of  thes  plantationis,  so  to  get  ane  absolut  free  tread  as  they 
have  is  not  to  be  imagined  for  they  stand  positivelie  agjunst  it,  but  by 
privat  discours  wee  conjectur  wee  may  haue  some  allowance  for  some 
schippis  not  exceiding  four  or  sex  to  serve  Scotland,  they  finding  suritie 
to  goe  no  whair  els  but  returne  to  Scotland,  if  this  be  got  it  is  the  most 
that  is  to  be  expectit. 
AiiBer.  Wee  haue  not  much  in  reason  to  say  against  the  overture  of  haveing 

4  or  6  schippis  licenced  for  Scotland  wndir  the  verie  conditionis  men- 
tioned, onlie  leveing  to  your  lordships  cair  and  discretione  to  augment 
the  number  of  the  licenced  schippis  and  to  diminisch  thes  restrictiones 
als  farr  as  with  convenience  your  lordships  cair,  or  rather  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  schippis  may  be  left  to  his  Maiestie  to  determine  as  he  sail  sie 
cans  wndir  the  restrictione  abone  specified. 

(2.)  The  second  objectione  mentioned  in  the  letteris  for  the  poynt  of 
schipping,  the  act  of  tread  being  for  iucurradgment  of  the  building  of 
schippis  in  Ingland,  and  no  luglischman  is  allowed  any  wther  schippis 
but  Inglisch  built,  and  if  we  demand  onlie  for  Scotis  built  schippis 
the  difficultie  wilbe  the  les,  but  they  alledg  the  most  pairt  of  ouris  ar 
Holland  is  built,  so  that  wee  may  buy  als  many  schippis  as  wee  pleas  and 
tak   the  whole  tread  frome  thame,  being  abl  to  saill  and  hyr  schippis 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  557 

cheaper  then  they,  so  I  think  Scottis  schippis  wilbe  absolutle  grantit,  but  Edinburgh. 
whither  they  will  condiscend  yit  to  the  wther  or  not  T  doe  not  know.         , — : — 

•^  •^  Instructionis 


We  think  the  act  of  parliament  hes  bein  maid  wpon  good  groundis  to  to  agent  at 

court. 
Anser. 


debarr  schippis  of  wther  nationis,  of  which  number  wee  hopp  they  will  not  *^° 


esteam  ws,  and  wee  think  it  not  vnreasonable  that  we  be  restrictit  to 
mak  vs  of  no  wther  schippis  but  such  as  ar  ather  Scottis  or  Inglisch  built, 
provydit  alwaies  that  in  respect  in  the  yeiris  1650  and  1651,  and  thair- 
efter,  the  Inglisch  did  sease  wpon  and  tak  the  whole  schippis  of  Scotland, 
great  and  small,  so  as  the  whole  schippis  now  belonging  to  Scotland  ar  of 
ane  verie  inconsiderable  value  and  number,  thairfoir  that  all  thes  schippis 
of  whatsomevir  building  they  be  of  may  be  reported  as  Scotis  buildit 
schippis,  the  last  quhairof  wilbe  easilie  found  out  frome  the  severall 
custome  houssis  of  Scotland  be  wertew  of  the  44  act  of  the  first  sessioune 
of  this  parliament  current,  quhairby  it  is  inactit  that  efter  the  foirsaid  day 
of  March  ensueing,  etc. 

(3.)  The  thrid  and  great  difficultie  wilbe  about  the  merchand  tread 
for  it  is  alledgit  that  wee  ar  abl  to  bring  in  all  the  wynes  of  France, 
Germanic,  and  Spaine,  and  especiallie  of  France,  having  priviledges  thair 
at  easier  raitis  then  they  ar  able,  as  lykwys  the  comodities  of  the  East 
Cuntries,  and  so  have  the  whole  went  of  all  thes. 

Wee  think  it  verie  strange  how  it  can  be  imagined  that  merchandis  Anser. 
in  Scotland  can  possiblie  bring  in  the  wynes  of  France,  Qermanie  and 
Spaine  and  the  comodities  of  the  East  Cuntries  at  so  easie  ane  rait  be  farr 
as  the  merchandis  of  England  can,  considdering  our  farr  greater  distance 
from  these  respective  places  than  the  Inglisch  and  that  a  great  pairt  of 
our  stockis  which  wee  most  send  abroad  for  importing  of  forragne 
comodities  consistis  of  Inglisch  manufactories  which  we  most  buy  for  our 
money  and  send  abroad  for  thes  retumis,  and  as  to  the  pretendit 
priviledge  in  France  wee  know  of  no  priviledg  which  now  at  present  the 
Inglisch  does  not  injoy,  especiallie  our  schipping  being  restrictit  according 
as  is  mentionat  in  the  second  article  to  which  wee  may  sadlie  add  the 
penurie  of  money  and  our  lamentabl  povertie. 

We  sail  not  at  present  trubl  yow  with  any  farder  inlairdgment  anent 
the  act  of  tread  and  navigatione  bot  as  occasione  sail  serve  and  as  we  sail 
resaue  advyce  frome  your  lordship. 

Ane  thing   moir  wee  have  to  recomend  to  you,  that  quhairas  the 
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Edinburgh,     magistratis  of  Linlithgow  ^hes  representit  to  ws  that  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 

12  March  1662.  .  ,  ....  ..  •.<•  i*      -^r  •     a»     i» 

: — —  toun  has  procuired  or  is  in  procuinng  a  signatur  from   his  Maiestie  for 

to  agent  at       erecting  of  the  willage  of  Burrowstounes  in  a  burgh  royall,  which  cannot 
^^^^  possiblie  be  done  in  any  legall  way,  it  being  cleirlie  contrair  to  the  mani- 

fold chartouris  of  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  confirmed  almost  in  all  parlia- 
mentis,  the  erecting  of  which  willage  in  a  burgh  royall  wold  wndoubtedlie 
in  a  verie  schort  tyme  totaUie  ruyn  and  distroy  that  ancient  burgh  of 
Linlithgow,  and  thairfoir  your  lordships  cair  wold  be  to  stop  the  granting 
of  any  such  signatur  and  give  grantit  to  procuir  ane  letter  frome  his 
Maiestie  to  the  lordis  of  exchequer  and  wtheris  civiU  judgis  that  the 
samyn  pas  not  the  seallis  till  both  pairtis  be  hard  in  law  according  to 
thair  richtis  and  evidentis.  Wee  ar  necessitat  to  owin  this  bussienes  as  of 
ane  publict  and  generall  concernment,  for  if  this  sould  pas  wee  know  not 
ane  burgh  in  Scotland  that  can  be  assured  of  the  best  richtis  and 
priviledgis  to  tham  grantit  and  confirmed  in  severall  parliamentis. 


EDINBtmOH. 

9  May  1662. 


Modorutor. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,   Sir  Robert   Murray,   Edward  Edgar,  William  Burnet 
Pearth,  Mr  Johne  Paterson  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Wedderbume ;  Abirdein 
William    Gray;    Stirling,    Duncan    Nairne;    Linlithgow,   Gteorge   Bell 
St    Androis,    Andrew    Carstairs ;    Glasgow,   Johne   Bell ;    Air,   William 
Cuninghame;  Haddingtoun,  William  Seatoun;  Dysart,  William  Sympsone 
Coupar,  Androw  Patersone  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Irving ;   Innemes,  Alexander 
Cuthbert ;  Bruntilland,  George  Gardin ;  Jedburgh,  Johne  Rutherfoord 
Dumfermling,    James    Moodie ;    Selkirk,    Robert    Elliot ;    Dumbartan 
Walter   Watsone ;    Dumbar,   James   Lauder ;    Lanrick,   Patrick  Bisset 
Culros,  Alexander  Bruice ;  Rutherglen,  Dauid  Spence ;  North  Berwick 
Adam  Maxwell ;    Annan,   Hew   Sinclair ;    Lochmabein,    John   Hender- 
sone ;   Quensferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;    Inverurie,  William  Feigusone 
Weik,   William   M'Beath.       [No    commissioners   from   other  thirty-four 
burghs.] 

9  May  1662. 

1.  Sir  Robert  Murray,  loi-d  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinbinqgh, 
elected  moderator. 
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15  May  1662.  Edinburgh. 

16  May  1662. 

2.  Anent  the  6  act  of  the  last  particular  conventione  of  burrowis  the  Eiectione  of 
28  of  February  1662  yeiris,  anent  the  election  of  the  magistratis  and  5^J^^*|«  <>' 
counsall  of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  at  Michaelmas  last,  represented  to  the 
said  last  particular  conventione  of  burrowis,  the  comissioneris  haveing 
heard  both  pairties  at  great  length,  and  have  seriouslie  debaitit  the  par- 
ticularis  contravertit,  found  that  by  reasone  of  the  long  trubles  of  this 
kingdome  many  of  the  laudabl  actis  and  customes  of  burrowis  ar  run  in 
disuetud  and  quyt  altered  from  the  first  institutione,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  the  estait  of  the  burrowis,  in  consideratione  quhairof  they  find  it  most 
convenient  at  this  tyme  to  mak  no  alteratione  at  present  of  thair  last 
eiectione  bot  that  the  said  last  electioun  sail  continew  and  be  ratefied  and 
approvine,  and  for  preventing  any  complaint  for  the  futur,  and  that  the 
said  burgh  may  injoy  equall  freidome  and  eiectione  of  thair  old  and  new 
counsall,  listing  of  thair  magistratis,  dein  of  gild,  and  thesaurer,  and  ane 
free  electioun  to  be  maid  furth  thairof,  thairfoir  the  saidis  comissioneris 
ordaines  that  they  sail  in  all  tyme  to  cum  keip  inviolablie  all  actis  of  par- 
liament and  borrowis  in  all  thair  electionis,  and  particularlie  that  ane 
ordourlie  and  decent  way  may  be  keipit  first  by  making  formall  leitis  at 
leist  of  ane  doubl  number  of  the  most  qualefied  and  fit  persone  to  be  of 
the  new  counsall,  to  quhich  leitis  any  member  of  the  counsall  may 
according  to  his  knowledg  and  discretioun  add  any  such  persone  as  he  in 
his  conscience  thinkis  fit  for  the  counsall,  out  of  which  leitis  the  electouris 
in  ane  orderlie  and  decent  way  to  give  thair  particular  woices  for  ilk  per- 
sone to  be  electit,  to  be  ane  mil  and  ground  of  electioune  of  the  said 
severall  ofiice  beareris,  quhairby  ane  richt  harmonic  and  concord  may  be 
keipit  in  the  said  burgh  ;  and  that  the  burghis  of  Haddingtoun,  Dumbar, 
Lauder,  Selkirk  and  Peibles  repair  to  the  said  burgh  of  Jedburgh  at  the 
tyme  of  thair  nixt  electioun  to  sie  this  put  in  practeis. 

3.   The  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumfireis  haveing  reported  that  Dumfreis 
he  haveing  intimat  to  thair  burgh  the  burrowis  act  anent  the  errectione  ^ 
of  the  gildrie  in  that  burgh,  and  Thomas  M'Kennell,  deacone  conveinar 
of  the   said  burgh,  fearing  that  the  burrowis  micht  proceid  in  the  said 
bussienes  had   repaired  to  this  burgh  to  attend  the  said  bussienes,  and 
that  he  had  proposed  ane  amicabl   agreement   quhairof  he  wes  verie 
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Edinburgh. 
15  May  1662. 

Dumfreis 
gildrie. 


hopfull,  and  the  said  Thomas  compearand  befoir  the  comissioneris  of  bur- 
rowis  did  acknowledg  this  to  be  his  desyr,  and  thairfoir  the  saidis  comis- 
sioneris grantis  libertie  to  the  said  Thomas  to  repair  home  and  to 
endevour  ane  present  settlment  with  the  merchandis  in  the  erecting  of 
the  said  gildrie. 


5  June  1662. 


Coxnissioners 
charges. 


Complaints 


4.  It  being  complained  by  several  commissioners  that  their  barghs  bad 
refused  to  pay  them  their  necessary  expenses  for  attending  parliaments  and  con- 
ventions, the  commissioners  ordained  that  proceedings ,  be  taken  against  those 
burghs  for  payment. 

5.  The  commissioners  having  taken  into  consideration  a  complaint  of  the 
against  provost  merchants  and  inhabitants  against  the  council  of  Jedburgh  for  fining  them  for  a 
Jedburgh.        former  complaint  made  to  the  burghs  as  to  the  election,  and  also  a  complaint  of 

William  Sympson,  doctor  of  medicine,  against  the  magistrates  for  fining  him  for 
not  appearing  before  them  when  he  was  furth  of  the  burgh  following  his  calling, 
remitted  to  the  burghs  appointed  to  repair  to  Jedburgh  as  to  elections  to  call  the 
parties  before  them  and  to  decide  in  the  matter  as  they  shall  think  fit. 
MesBouris.  6.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  forty  pounds  Scots  to  the  macers. 


26  August  1662. 

Inveraray,  etc.,  ^  ^-  Ordained  that  the  burghs  of  laveraray,  Forteros,  Cromartie,  Kintoir, 
shares  of  sums  Inverurie,  and  "Weik,  recently  enrolled  amongst  the  number  of  free  burghs, 
paya  e.  should  pay  of  each  £100  payable  by  the  burghs,  as  follows: — Inveraray,  3s.; 

Fortrose,   2s.  6d. ;   Cromartie,  2s.  6d. ;  Kintoir,  Is.  6d. ;  Inverurie,  2s. ;  and 

Weik,  2s.  6d. 


29  August  1662. 

^Q^^  7.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  to  William  Broun,  agent,  their  shares  of  his 

accomptis.        disbursements,  with  the  allowance  to  him  and  to  the  clerk's  servitor,  amounting 

together  to  £1154,  13s.  4d.  Scots. 
Supplication  8.  Ordained  the  commissioner  of  Glasgow,  with  Sii*  Alexander  Wedderbume 

**^^^  ^»^^  and  Sir  William  Thomsone,  to  draw  up  a  supplication  against  payment  of  80,000 

merks,  imposed  upon  the  burghs  by  the  committee  of  estates  in  July  1649,  "and 

to  speik  with  the  dark  register  and  the  Kings  advocat  and  tak  thair  advyce 

thairanent.'' 
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Edivburoh. 
3  September  1662.  3  September 

^  1662. 

9.  Anent  a  complaint  of  the  merchants  of  Dumfermling  referring  to  the  Dumfermling. 
decree  arbitral  of  the  burghs  in  July  1618,  "it  wes  thair  judgment  for  keiping 
of  peace  within  the  said  burgh  that  at  thair  nixt  electione  thair  number  sould 
be  equal!  according  to  the  said  decreit,  onlie  the  provest  and  tua  baillies  woices 
to  be  supernumeraries"  and  the  deacon  convener  in  name  of  the  crafts  protested 
against  any  infringement  of  the  decree.  [The  act  is  deleted,  and  the  following 
note  written  on  the  margin : — **  The  act  deleat  be  ordour  of  ."] 

1 0.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  haveing  resawed  severall  Letter,  over- 
letteris  from   Sir  William   Davidson,   thair  conservatoiir,    in  relation    to  RTttercSme. 
thair  eflfairis,  and  especiallie  anent  the   intendit   chang  of  thair  staple 
port  frome  the  towne  of  Campheir  to  Ratterdame,  as  also  haveing  sein  some 
overturis  maid  be  the  said  toun  of  Ratterdame  anent  severall  good  con- 
ditionis  profered  to  the  burrowis  if  they  sail  condiscend  to  the  settling 
of  thair  staple   port  at  the  said  toun  of  Ratterdame,  but   becaus  thes 
overturis  ar  onlie  cum  to  thair  handis  frome  some  particular  freind,  thair- 
foir  they  ordaine  thair  generall  dark  to  wreat  ane  letter  in  thair  names 
to  the  said  conservatour  giving  him  thankis  in  thair  names  for  his  cair 
and  dilligence  in  thair  eflfairis  and  to  desyr  the  continewance  thairof,  and 
to  know  by  ane  letter  from  his  lordship  if  thes  oflferis  be  trewlie  maid 
be  the  said  towne  of  Ratterdame  and  quhat  wtheris  conditionis  to  the 
advantag  of  the  burrowis  and  weall  of  the  stapl  port  he  can  procuir  at 
thair  handis,  and  wpon  the  returne  of  his  ansuer  thir  presentis  does  im- 
power  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  call  ane  particular  conventione  of  the 
burghis  underwrittin,  vizt.,  Edinburgh,  [and  twenty-one  other  burghs,  to 
meet  in  a  particular  convention  at  Edinburgh,  when  they  shall  see  fit, 
with  full  power  to  act  in  the  said  matter,  or  any  other  urgent  business 
as  they  shall  deem  conducing  to  the  advantage  of  the  estate  of  burghs.] 

11.  Ordained  certain  burghs  to  make  punctual  payment  to   Sir  "William  Burghis  ad- 
Thomson  of  their  shares  of  the  sum  payable  to  him  under  act  of  the  burghs  wmli^'nioin- 
dated  12th  December  1660,  with  interest  and  penalties.  son. 

12.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  consider- ContraTersie, 
atione   the  controversie   betuixt  the  magistratis  and  craftismen   of  the         «"ni«»fi:- 
burgh  of  Dumfermling   anent  the    electione    of   thair  magistratis    and 
counsall,   and  the   complaintis    of    the  magistratis   of   the   said    burgh, 

4  B 
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Edinburgh,  bearing  that  the  decreit  arbitrall  betuixt  thame  in  July  1G18  be  reason 
1662^  "  that  the  merchandis  and  craftis  have  been  ever  since  equall  in  voices  in 
Contraversie,  thair  electioun  and  thairby  great  prejudice  and  confusion  had  arysen,  and 
Dumfermiine.  thairfoir  desyring  remedie  against  the  confusiounis,  the  present  comis- 
sioneris  having  comitted  the  samyn  to  some  of  thair  number,  and  after 
report  mad  be  thame  found  some  contradictione  in  the  said  decreit 
arbitrall,  and  thairfoir  thair  judgment,  oppinion  and  appointment,  for  pre- 
servatioun  of  peace  within  that  burgh,  wes  that  wntill  such  tyme  as  the 
lordis  of  sessioune  determine  the  poynt  of  richt  thair  be  still  1 6  woices 
of  the  gildrie  and  als  many  of  the  craftis  of  the  electoris,  and  that  the 
woices  of  the  provest  and  tuo  baillies  be  added  thair  as  supemumerarie; 
against  the  which  appoyntment  compeared  Thomas  Elder,  deacon  conveuar 
of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumfermling,  and  haveing  ane  appellatione  in  wreat 
declyning  thair  judicatorie  and  protestit  that  they  wold  adhear  to  the 
said  decreit  arbitrall  and  tuik  instrumentis  thairwpon  in  the  handis  of 
George  Cheyn  and  Thomas  Lenox,  nottaris  publict 

1 3.  On  the  complaints  of  several  of  their  number  against  their  burghs  for 
not  paying  their  expenses  for  attendance  at  parliaments  and  conventionsy  the 
commissioners  *^  requyris  the  magistmtis  and  counsall  of  the  burghis  abone 
speciefied  to  grant  and  give  to  ther  said  is  respectiue  comissioneris  ane  honorabill 
and  competent  sallane  for  thair  paines  and  charges." 

14.  Compeared  Andrew  Glen,   commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Lin- 
rowstouneas.     lithgow,  and  mad  his  report  of  his  dilligence  in  stoping  of  the  signatur 
of  Burrowstounes,  quhairof  the  burro  wis  did  approve. 


Comissioneris 
charges. 


Stoping  signa- 
tour  of  Bur 


Edinburgh. 
18  June  1663. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


18  June  1663. 


Comissioners.  Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  Johne  Milne ; 
Pearth,  Maister  Johne  Patersone ;  Dundie,  .Alexander  Wedderbume ; 
Aberdeine,  Gilbert  Gray  ;  Stirling,  Duncan  Naime ;  Linlithgow,  Andrew 
Glen  ;  St  Androis,  Andrew  Carstairis ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  Wil- 
liam   Cunynghame ;  Haddingtoun,  William   Seatoun ;  Dysart,    William 
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Symsone  ;    Kirkcaldie,   Johne  Williarasone  ;  Munros,   Johne    Rynnold  ;  fo^?^'^,^« 

Coupar,  Androw  Patersone  ;  Dumfreis,  Johne  Irving ;  Tnnernes,   Alex-  ^ — .— - 

ander  Cuthbert ;  Bruntilland,  Gilbert  Haliburtoun  ;  Innerkejrthing, 
James  Thomsone ;  Jedburgh,  Johne  Rutherfurd  ;  Wigtoun,  Thomas 
Stewart ;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Suynbum  ;  Dumfermling,  James  Moodie ; 
Dumbarton,  Walter  Watsone ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder ;  Elgine,  An- 
drow Leslie  ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone  ;  Caraill,  James  Monteith ; 
Taine,  Johne  Forrester ;  Culros,  Alexander  Bruise ;  BamfiF,  Patrick 
Stewart ;  Whythome,  Alexander  Donaldsone ;  Forfar,  Alexander  Dick- 
sone  ;  Annan,  Hew  Sinclair  ;  Lochmaben,  Johne  Hendersone  ;  Gallo- 
way, Maister  Robert  Dicksone ;  Quensferie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ;  Forte- 
rose,  Alexander  Grahame  ;  Kintorie,  Maister  James  Keythe  ;  Inverurie, 
William  Fergusone.     [No  commissioners  from  other  twenty-four  burghs.] 

19  June  1663. 

1.    Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  ^hair  considera-  Overtiiris 
tione  the  bussienes  of  comerce  and  tread,  and  finding  it  necessar  that  S^ad  ^d^"^* 
overturis  may  be  propondit  for  promoveing  thairof  and  for  removeing  any  ""manufactories, 
obstructionis  which  micht  hinder  the  samyne,  appointis  the  comissioneris 
of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Aberdeine,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  and 
Innernes  to  convein  and  to  considder  wpon  the  saidis  overturis,  as  also  of 
overturis  concerning  manufactories,  and  frome  tyme  to  tyme  to  tak  the 
assistance  and  advyce  of  any  wther  comissioneris  of  burrowis  or  of  par- 
ticular merchandis  or  any  wther  personis  expert  in  these  eflfaires,  excluding 
from  the  saidis  melting  non  of  the  comissioneris'  of  burrowis,  and  four 
thairof  to  be  ane  quorum,  and  to  report 


23  June  1663. 

3.   The  comittee  abonewrittine  haveing  reportit  thair  opinione  that  Excys  wpon 
the  excys  put  wpon  merchand  comodities  be  the  act  of  the  first  sessioun  ^^^*'^*^ 
of  parliament  [March  29,  ]661]  is  totallie  destructive  to  the  tread  of 
this  kingdome,  the  comissioneris  appointis  the  said  comittee  to  mak  ane 
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^'june^iebS    ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  ^^^^  comissioner  his  grace  that  the  said  excys  may  be  whollie 

takiu  of  for  the  reasonis  drawn  up  in  ane  paper  apairt  to  be  presentit  to 

his  grace. 
Tmpositiones  4.  The  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  consideratioune  that 

land!*^  *  ^^  the  great  and  heavie  impositionis  laitlie  laid  be  the  parliament  of  England 
wpon  coall,  salt,  bestiall  and  wther  native  comodities  of  this  kingdorae 
is  in  effect  equivalent  to  ane  direct  prohibitione  of  the  importing  of  any 
such  comodities  from  Scotland  to  England,  haue  thairfoir  thocht  it  fit 
that  the  honorabill  parliament  may  be  moved  that  ane  certan  consider- 
able excyse  may  be  put  wpon  most  pairt  of  the  comodities  imported  frome 
England  to  Scotland,  to  the  intent  the  parliament  of  England  being 
sensibill  of  thair  awin  prejudice  may  be  moved  to  mak  the  tread  betuixt 
the  nationis  free  as  in  the  tyme  of  King  James  the  Sext,  of  happie 
memorie,  and  that  the  said  comittee  doe  represent  the  samyn  to  the 
lord  comissioner  his  grace. 
Excys  on  lingit  5.  The  same  day,  haveing  reportit  that  the  comodities  following,  viz., 
see  ,  e  c  iJngit  sccd,  brass  pannes,  and  ime  pottis,  ar  absolutlie  necessarie  for  the 
vs  of  this  kingdome  and  the  tread  thairof,  the  present  comissioneris  re- 
comendis  to  the  said  comittee  to  move  the  said  comissioner  his  grace  and 
lordis  of  articles  that  the  saidis  comodities  be  free  of  all  custome  and 
excys  in  tyme  cuming. 

16  July  1663. 

Ratificatioune  6.   Sir  Robert  Murray,  comissioner  for  Edinburgh,  having  reportit 

of  raitb.  ^  t;hat  the  lordis  of  articles  wer  resolwed  to  rectifie  the  old  buik  of  raitis 
and  to  mak  the  samyn  moir  cleire  and  plane,  and  that  the  Lord  Bellen- 
den,  thesaurer  deput,  desyred  the  concurrence  of  the  burrowis  and 
opinioun  how  the  samyn  sould  be  done,  the  comissioneris  appointis 
Abirdein,  Lithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Innemes  and  Montrose,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Dauid  Wilkie,  Walter  Cheislie,  James  Currie,  Alexander  Sandie- 
landis,  Patrick  Fyf,  merchandis  in  Edinburgh,  and  [Robert]  Rynnet,  bailie 
of  Munros,  to  meit  and  considder  of  the  old  book  of  raitis,  and  thairefter 
to  conveen  with  thos  appointed  be  the  lordis  of  exchequer  to  ratefie  the 
samyn. 

17  August  1663. 

transj^rto-  7.  The  present  comissioners  being  informed  that  the  draught  of  ane 

tioun  of  money. 
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act  of  parliament  against  transportatioiin  of  money  wes  presented  to  the  Edinburgh. 

lordis  of  exchequer,  and  that  the  said  act  contained  many  strick  claussis,  — — •* 

especiallie  that  everie  merchand  skipper  sail  befoir  the  intending  of  thair  ^^rta* 
voyadg  produce  thair  testificat  frome  the  lord  thesaurer  or  thesaurer  *»o^^^^  "^^^'^^y* 
deput  that  they  haue.  takin  oath  not  onlie  that  they  have  transportit 
none  themselves  but  that  they  sould  detect  and  informe  against  quhat- 
someuir  persone  or  persones  they  know  to  be  transporteris  thairof,  and 
that  all  marineris  and  passingeris  sould  be  oblidgit  to  give  oath  if  they 
knew  any  who  did  transport  money,  the  present  comissioneris  ordanes  Sir 
Andrew  Ramsay,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Sir  William  Thomsone  to 
represent  to  the  lord  comissioner  the  said  grivance;  and  the  said  Sir 
Andrew  haveing  reportit  that  the  lord  comissioner  efter  hearing  had 
desyrit  that  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wald  draw  wpe  such  ane 
draught  of  ane  act  quhairby  the  said  grivance  micht  be  remeidit  so  that 
it  micht  be  stricklie  eflfectual  against  transportation  of  money,  the  pre- 
sent comissioneris  appointis  Sir  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Culros,  Lithgow, 
and  Gallaway  to  draw  up  ane  new  act  against  the  transportatioun  of 
money  in  the  strickest  forme  they  can  so  as  the  merchandis  and  seamen 
may  not  lay  wndir  the  danger  of  oathis  and  perjurie  but  that  the  magistratis 
of  burghis  be  lyabl  to  the  strick  claussis  contained  in  the  said  first  scroU. 

8.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  informed   that  the  signatour, 
laird  of  Towch  had  presentit  to  the  lordis  of  exchequer  a  signatur  for  weichtw  anT* 
the   sol  privilegis   of  mettis,  weightis,  and  measuris  within  the  whole  measurU. 
kingdome  of  Scotland,  for  the  space  of  thertie-thrie  yearis,  and  finding 

the  samyn  to  be  in  direct  oppositione  to  the  rightis  and  priviledges  of 
the  royall  burrowis,  appointis  the  personis  abone  specifiet  to  mak  thair 
addressis  to  the  said  lord  comissioner  and  lord  thesaurer  deput,  and  to 
desyr  ane  sight  of  the  said  signatur,  and  that  nothing  may  proceid  thair- 
wpon  untill  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  wer  first  heard  thairanent, 
and  the  said  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay  haveing  reported  that  accordinglie  ane 
coppie  of  the  said  signatur  wes  grantit  to  him  which  he  then  produced 
and  presentit,  the  comissioneris  appointis  the  personis  abone  specefiet  to 
considder  of  the  samyne  and  to  report. 

9.  Having   considered   a    petition    from    Thomas    Moubray,    minister    at  Minister  of 
Campheir,  for  exemption  from  any  salary  to  the  precentor,  and  for  a  more  eflfec-  ^'*°*P  ®"'* 
tual  way  of  collecting  his  dues,  the  commissioners  **  thocht  fit  to  recomend  the 
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EoiNBURon.      said   Mr  Thomas  to  the  lord  archbischope  of  St  Androis  his  grace,  to  be  dis- 
17  August  1663.  pogej  of  ^  i^e  g^u  tijijjjj  fiting." 


1  September  1663. 

Report  anent  1 0.  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay  haveing  reportit  that  according  to  the  act  of 

^  mic  18  signa-  ^j^^  sevintein  of  August  he  with  the  rest  of  the  comittee  had  mad  appli- 
catione  to  the  comissioner  his  grace  and  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  and  had 
representit  to  them  the  thoughtis  of  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  and  how 
farr  the  said  signatur  wes  prejudicial!  not  onlie  to  the  estait  of  burrowis 
but  to  the  whole  kingdome,  and  that  the  said  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  had 
declared  that  at  court  he  had  opposed  the  said  signatur  in  behalff  of  the 
burrowis  till  such  tyme  as  Andrew  Glen,  provest  of  Lithgow,  then  at 
court,  did  by  ane  missive  letter  signifie  to  him  that  the  said  signatur 
wold  not  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  burrowis ;   and  the  said  Androw 
Glen  being  demandit  be  the  saidis  comissioneris  wpon  what  ground  he 
had  wreatin  the  said  letter  to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill,  who  maid  ansuer 
that  befoir  the  granting  of  any  such  letter  the  said  laird  of  Touch  had 
given  him  assuirance  that  the  samyn  sould  be  nowayes  prejudicial!  to  the 
burrowis,  and  for  verificatioun  thairof  did  produce  ane  new  declaratioun 
to  that  efiTect  wndir  the  said  laird  of  Touch  his  hand,  quhairof  the  tenor 
foUowis  : — These  ar  declairing  to  all  personis  concerned,  especiallie  to 
the  right  honorabill  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis,  that  quhairas  I  pro- 
cuiring  ane   signatur  frome  the  Kingis  Maiestie  to  be   overseer  of  all 
mettis,  weightis,  and  measuris  within  the  kingdome  of  Scotland,  without 
any  exceptione,   yit   notwithstanding  quhairof  I   did   and   am   ingadgit 
befoir   the  obteaning  of  the   samyne   to  Androw  Glen,  late   provest  of 
Lithgow,  then  at  London,  the  (blank)  day  of  May  j™  vj®  sextie  tua,  that  I 
sould  not  incroach  wpon  the  priviledgis  of  any  of  the  royall  burghis  but 
sould  leave  them  to  themselves  within  thamselves,  for  mettis,  weightis, 
and  measuris ;  and  for  my  fulfilling  of  my  former  ingadgment  to  Androw 
Glen,  I  be  thir  presentis  passis  frome  all  that  I  can  clame  of  the  royall 
burrowis  be  wertew  of  that  signatur  in  relatioun  to  mettis,  weightis,  and 
measuris.    In  witnes  quhairof  I  haue  wreatin  and  subscryuit  thir  presentis 
at  Edinburgh  the  24  of  August   1663.      Sic  aubscribitur,  J.  Seatoun. 
Which  ansuer  being  considderit  and  debaitit,  the  saids  comissioneris  of 
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burrowis  agrees  vnanimouslie  to  petitione  the  honorabill  lordis  of  articles  f^^?^^* 
against  the  said  signatur  as  prejudicial!  not  onlie  to  the  estait  of  burrowis  1663. 


but  to   the  whole  noblmen,  gentlmen   and  wtheris    of  all   rankis,   and  Report  anent 
appointis  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  John  Bell  and  the  dark  to  draw  wp  ane  ^!^^     ^**^*" 
petitione  accordinglie,  and  the  said  declaratione  of  the  laird  of  Towch  to 
be  keipit  be  the  geuerall  dark  and  ane  autentick  coppie  thairof  to  be  given 
to  the  said  Andrew  Glen. 

1 1 .   William  Cuninghame,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Air,  haveing  Signatur,  Earl 

*   J    *      ^u  •     •  •        r  1.  •      *U  '         C  '         .   ^  of  Eglmgtoun. 

presented  to  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  the   coppie  ot  ane  signatur  citidaiii  of  Air. 

grantit  be  his  Maiestie  to  Hew  Earle  of  Eglintoun,   of  the  Citiedaill  of 

Air,  to  be  errectit  in  ane  burgh  of  regallitie,  to  be  called  Montgomrie- 

stoun,  desyring  that  the  samyn  may  be  taikin  to  thair  consideratioun  not 

onlie  as  destructive  to  the  toune  of  Air  but  ane  dangerous  preparative 

to  all  the  royall  burrowis,  which  coppie  being  red,  with  the  reasonis  of 

some  cheifiF  advocatis  against  the  samyne,  the  present  commissioneris  of 

burrowis  appointis  Abirdein,  Lithgow,  Dundie  and  Glasgow   to   concurr 

with  the  saidis  William  Cuninghame  in  soliciting  the  lord  comissioner 

his  grace  and  wtheris  in  authoritie  for  oppossing  the  samyne,  and  the 

agent  with  thair  assisstouris,  in  name  of  the  burrowis,  to  assist  him  thairin 

untiU  the  samyn  be  discussed  befoir  the  judg  ordinar. 

15  September  1,663. 
1 2.  The  comissioneris  being  informed  that  the  king  of  France  had  impodtioun. 

.  .  .  .  .    French  goodiB. 

laitlie  imposed  ane  impositione  of  fyfbie  solze  wpon  ilk  twne  of  goodis 
to  be  transported  by  foraigneris  out  of  the  kingdome  of  France  to  any 
wther  kingdome  or  natioun,  and  that  the  samyn  is  indevoured  to  be 
takin  of  thes  of  this  kingdome  alsweill  as  frome  wtheris  notwithstanding 
of  our  maniefold  ancient  privilegies  within  the  kingdome  of  France,  con- 
forme  to  the  severall  agreementis  mad  betuixt  the  kingis  of  Scotland  and 
France,  the  comissioneris  appointis  thair  generall  dark  to  search  the 
charter  hous  of  Edinburgh  for  all  the  saidis  giftis,  immunities,  and  privi- 
ledges  grantit  be  the  kingis  of  France  in  favouris  of  the  subjectis  of  this 
kingdome  ;  which  the  said  generall  dark  accordinglie  haveing  searched 
out  and  produced,  with  ane  inventar  of  the  chiefiF  of  thame,  the  comis- 
sioneris appointis  Sir  Robert  Murray,  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbume,  and 
Robert  Sandielandis,    dein    of   gild  of  Edinburgh,  with   the  agent,  to 
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Edinburgh. 
15  September 
1663. 

Impositioun, 
French  goodis. 


Gildrie,  Bri- 
ohane,  missive. 

Burrowis  ryd- 
log  at  parlm- 
ment. 


consult  with  Sir  Peter  Wedderburne,  dark  of  his  Maiesties  councell,   to 

caus  draw  wp  ane  lettir  to  his  sacred  Maiestie  granting  comissione  to  any 

persone  his  Maiestie  sail  think  fitt  to  negotiat  with  the  King  of  France 

tuiching  that  effair  and  thaireftir  to  advys  with  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill, 

his  Maiesties  Secretarie,  concerning  the  samyne,  according  quhairvnto  the 

said  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  [being]  satisfied  with  the  said  draught  the  samyne 

wes  subscryuit  and  sent  avay  in  his  lordships  packet. 

1 3.  Ordained  a  supplication  desiring  the  erection  of  a  gaildry  in  the  burgh 
of  Bnchan  to  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive. 

1 4.  Sir  Robert  Murray  haveing  reportit  that  his  grace  did  desyr  that 
the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  micht  condescend  wpon  ane  list  of  such 
comissioners  as  they  thought  micht  be  in  readienes  to  ryd  at  the  dissolve- 
ing  of  this  parliament,  the  present  comissioneris  condescendis  wpon  the 
list  following,  viz.,  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdein,  Stirling,  Lin- 
lithgow, St  Androis,  Glasgow,  Air,  Haddingtuon,  Elirkcaldie,  Mon- 
ros,  Coupar,  Dumfreis,  Innemes,  Bruntilland,  Jedburgh,  Dumferm- 
ling,  Dumbartan,  Elgin,  Peibles,  Culros,  Annan,  Gallaway  and  Quens- 
ferrie,  quhairwpon  the  comissioneris  of  Innemes  protestis  that  he 
micht  be  forborne  at  this  tyme,  alsweall  becaus  he  wes  not  pro- 
yydit  with  ane  foot  mantill  and  wther  necessaris  as  becaus  thair  is  ane 
contraversie  betuixt  his  burgh  and  Haddingtoune  for  precedence ;  lykas 
John  Bell  protestit  for  precedence  with  Stirling,  Lithgow  and  St  Androis, 
and  the  comissioneris  of  burrowis  protestit  they  micht  ryd  in  thair  places 
at  this  tyme  conforme  to  vse  and  vont  wntill  the  said  contraversies  [shall 
be]  takin  in  serious  consideratioun  be  the  whole  bodie  and  legallie  decydit. 


Complaint 
agaiiiHt  pro- 
TOHt  of  Ha<l* 
dingtouii. 


3  October  1663. 

15.  In  respect  of  the  non-appearance  of  parties,  a  petition  of  certain  burgesses 
of  Hoddingtoun  containing  several  accusations  against  the  provost^  the  commis- 
Bioners  **  ordained  the  principall  petitione  to  be  delyvered  to  the  said  William 
Seatoun  and  I'ecomendit  to  him  to  behave  himselff  in  the  said  matter  with  advyoe 
of  his  counsall  as  he  wold  be  ansuerable." 


Agent,  ac- 
eucupti.H. 


8  October  1663. 

1 6.  Ordained  the  burglis  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  aocoonta^  amoant- 
ing  to  £145,  1 3s.  4d.  Scots. 
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1  7.  Ordained  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Pittinweem  to  pay  a  competent  Edinburgh. 
allowance  to  their  commissioner  for  attendance  at  the  parliament.  ' 

1 8.  The  commissioners  considering  that  by  the  45th  act  of  the  general  con-  Pittinweem, 
vention  held  in  July  1660  the  next  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Aberdeen  in  Nixt  generall 
July  1661,  which  convention  has  always  been  impeded   through  the  frequent  conventione. 
holding  of  parliaments,  appointed  the  next  general  convention  to   be  held   at 
Abei'deen  in  July  next. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  S'S^^^?; 

'  25  May  1664. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Robert  Sandielandis,  Johne  Milne ; 
Stirling,  James  Stewinsone  ;  Lithgow,  Robert  Stewart ;  St  Androia, 
Robert  Lentrone  ;  Glasgow,  Johne  Wakinschaw  ;  Dysart,  Henrie  Beatie  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun  ;  Innerkeything, 
Johne  Dicksone  ;  Jedburgh,  Johne  Rutherfoord  ;  Dunfreis,  Johne  Coup- 
land  ;  Dumbar,  Maister  George  Purves ;  Culros,  William  Pearsone  ; 
Nortbbervick,  Robert  Sandielandis ;  Quenisferie,  Archbald  Wilsone  ; 
[Eleven  burghs  blank]. 

25  May  1664. 

1.  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburghy  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

26  May  1664. 

2.  Ordained  the  agent  to  borrow  £3200  Scots  to  pay  two  years'  salary  to  Earlof  Lauder- 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdaill  whose  "  assistance  at  this  tyme  in  thair  great  effairis  is  ^^^* 

most  requisit/'  and  to  pay  a  gratuity  of  £300  Scots  to  the  agent. 

3.  Appeared  Robert  Sandielandis,  one  of  the  comissioneris  of  Edin-  Supplication 
burgh,  and  produced  ane  supplicatione  frome  the  Scotis  merchandis  and  France, 
factouris  residing  in  France  to  the  royall  burrowis  for  thair  assistance  in 
defence  of  thair  persuit  against  the  payment  of  the  50  solz   imposed 

wpon  the  tune,  thairfoir  the  present  comissioneris  recomendis  the  samyn 
to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  and  ordaines  ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  him  for 
that  efiTect. 

4.  The  present  comissioneris  taking  to  thair  consideratione  ane  sup-  Rottieeay  * 
plicatione  presentit  to  thame  be  the  magistratis  of  Rothesay  for  a  ryot  J^^qJ*©^^^'^' 

4  c 
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Edinburoh. 
2ti  May  1664^ 

Complaint, 
Rothesay 
against  schir- 
reff  of  Buit. 


Jedburgh, 
Culroa. 


Froedom  of 
tread  in  Eng- 
land, imposi- 
tion, Franco. 


Adjuming 
genorall  con- 
vention. 


comittit  by  the  scheriff  of  Buit  for  releiveiDg  of  thair  prisoneris  without 
thair  ordour  and  beating  of  thair  saidis  magistratis,  and  wtheris  incivil- 
ities at  length  contained  in  the  said  petitione  ;  as  also  desyring  the 
burrowis  assistance  and  concurrence  for  seiking  redres  befoir  the  lordis  of 
his  Maiesties  pryvie  counsall,  the  present  comissioneris  recomeiidis  to  the 
magistratia  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  agent,  to  concurr  with  the  burgh  of 
Rothesay  in  sua  farr  as  they  find  thair  complaint  true  and  just. 

5.  The  present  comissioneris  ordaines  the  agent  to  give  his  concur- 
rence to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  in  the  prosecutione  of  thair  actione 
against  the  towne  of  Hawick,  as  also  with  the  burgh  of  Culros  in  thair 
proces  against  wnfree  treaders  within  thair  boundis  and  liberties,  and  to 
report. 

6.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  taking  to  thair  serious  con- 
sideratione  the  great  prejudice  they  ar  lyk  to  susteane  in  thair  tread 
and  navigatione  if  his  Maiestie  doe  not  of  his  royall  goodnes  preserve 
the  interest  of  a  free  comerce  and  the  interest  of  the  royall  burrowis, 
thairfoir  ordaines  ane  missive  to  be  dravin  be  thair  generall  clark,  to  be 
subscryvit  be  the  whole  comissioneris  present,  to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill 
caryeing  the  great  sence  they  haue  of  his  Maiesties  gracious  respectis  to 
this  his  ancient  kingdome  and  to  the  tread  thairof  and  thair  recentment 
of  his  lordships  great  cair  of  our  concernmentis,  with  thair  humbl  desyr 
of  his  continewance,  and  to  deall  efifectuallie  with  his  Maiestie  that  they 
be  in  no  wors  caice  then  in  his  father  and  grandfatheris  tyme,  of  blessed 
memorie,  till  in  due  tyme  his  Maiestie  in  his  prudence  sail  mak  ane  moir 
firme  settlement ;  as  also  to  be  cairfull  anent  the  50  solz  vpon  the  tune 
imposed  be  the  French  King  on  the  wessellis  belonging  to  this  natioun 
as  though  wee  wer  straingeris,  and  if  any  persoun  be  to  be  sent  be  his 
Maiestie  to  negotiat  that  efifair,  or  any  thing  els  occurr  quhairin  they  ar 
concerned,  that  his  lordship  wold  be  pleased  to  advertis  the  provest  of 
Edinburgh  quho  may  comunicat  the  samyne  to  the  borrowis. 

7.  The  present  comissioneris  taking  to  thair  consideratione  that  in 

relatioun  to  the  great  debait  betuixt  England  and  ws  in  the  mater  of 

tread   now  recomendit  to   the  Kingis  Maiestie  in  the  intervall  of  the 

sessiounis  of  parliament  of  England,  so  that  thair  is  a  necessitie  for  a 

onvQntione  of  the  whole  burrowis  to  meit  and  condescend  quhat  is  fitt 

o  be  done  ;  as  also  considdering  that  many  of  the  comissioneris  ar  mem- 
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beris  of  that  coniittee  which   is  appointed  for  puting  in  executione  the  Edinburgh. 
actis  of  the  kirk  and  who  ar  to  meit  duiring  the  whole  somer  sessione, 


as  also  the  imminent  danger  of  ane  warr  with  Holland,  and  the  danger  generaii  cou- 
of  the  pestilence  feared  frome  thes  places ;  thairfoir  the  present  comis-  ^®'*^*°'*- 
sioneris  findis  a  necessitie  to  continew  the  geneirall  conventioun  at  Abir- 
dene  till  ane  new  dyet,  and  that  a  missive  be  presentlie  exped  be  our 
generaii  dark  for  a  melting  of  the  whole  burro  wis  the  28  of  June  nixt 
ensueing,  and  that  they  send  thair  comissioneris  sufficientlie  instructed 
for  raising  of  money  is  and  doeing  of  everie  thing  which  may  conduce  for 
the  carying  on  thair  interest  in  the  matter  of  tread,  and  that  the  whole 
articles  and  headis  of  the  missive  be  dispensed  with  till  the  generaii  con- 
ventione  at  Abirdein,  the  dyet  quhairof  is  to  be  concludit  at  the  said  nixt 
melting  the  28  of  June  at  Edinburgh. 

8.   Ordaines  the  agent  to  give  to  Edward  Dicksone,  ane  poor  distractit  Edward  Dick- 
cripple,  four  pund  Scotis.  *°"  ^^' 

9.  The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions,  reported  that  they  Reveising  of 

were  sufficient,  with  two  exceptions.  *^®  commis- 

'  *-  Bioms. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbcthoh. 

28  June  1(>64. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Robert  Sandielandis,  Johne  Milne ; 
Pearth,  Patrick  Threipland ;  Dundie,  George  Flescheour ;  Abirdein, 
Alexander  Alexander ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Robert 
Stewart ;  St  Androis,  Robert  Lentrone ;  Glasgow,  James  Poog ;  Air, 
Robert  Dalrumple ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Setoun ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert 
Whyt ;  Monros,  Robert  Rynnold  ;  Coupar,  Andro  Patersone ;  Dumfreis, 
Johne  Coupland  ;  Innernes,  Robert  Barbour  ;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun  ; 
Kinghome,  Johne  Bruce  ;  Irving,  Robert  Cunynghame  ;  Jedburgh,  James 
M'Cubine  ;  Kirkcudbright,  Maister  Williame  Euart ;  Dumfermling,  Peter 
Walker  ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitchellhill ;  Dumbartane,  Walter  Watsoune  ; 
Ramfrew,  Johne  Somervell ;  Dumbar,  Thomas  Purves  ;  Lanrick,  Pat- 
rick Bisset ;  Elgin,  William  Cuming ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone  ; 
Caraill,  James  MoncreifF;  Culros,  William  Pearsone ;  Rutherglen,  Dauid 
Spence  ;  Northbervick,  Adam  Maxvell.     [Thirty-one  burghs  hhxnlc^ 
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Moderator.  1.  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator. 

Revoising  2.  The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  reported  that  they 

commiBsions.     ^^^  ^jj  sufficient. 

Plouris  of  moit-        3.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  fix)m  nine  till  twelve  and  from  three 
^'^fi^-  till  six. 

1  July  1664. 

Aotispar-  4.  The   commissioners   unanimously  approved   of  the  whole   acts   of  last 

«S;' app^;:3:  particular  convention. 

Exemption  5*  Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Northberwick  to  abide  from  all  con- 

Northberwick.  yentions  for  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Linlithgow,  g.  Anent  the  supplicatione  givin  in  to  the  comissioneris  of  borrowis  now 

BorroustonncB.  conveined,  schewing  that  at  thair  errectione  in  ane  free  royall  burgh  they 
had  grantit  to  them  the  priviledg  of  ane  free  port  at  Blacknes  as  the  onlie 
free  port  betuixt  the  riveris  of  Amond  and  Avon,  for  paking  and  peelling, 
livering  and  loading  of  all  staple  wair  and  merchandise,  nevertheles  the 
custome  office  is  now  keipit  at  Burrowstounnes  and  all  stapl  wair  and 
mercbandice  loadined  thair,  contrair  the  lawis  of  the  kingdome  and 
priviledg  of  burrowis,  and  thairfoir  desyring  the  concurrance  and  assistance 
of  the  burrowis  in  the  prosecutione  of  ane  redres  thairof  befoir  the  lordis 
of  exchequer,  the  present  comissioneris  grantis  the  desyr  of  the  said 
supplicatione  and  ordaines  the  agent,  with  such  of  the  burghis  that  salbe 
in  this  burgh,  to  concurr  with  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  for  remeid  thairof, 
and  to  report ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme,  conforme  to  many  former  laudabill 
actis,  dischairgis  all  merchandis  of  free  royall  burrowis  to  load  or  leiver 
at  wnfree  places,  wndir  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  pundis,  ilk  person  totiea 
quoties. 
Earl  of  Lauder-  7.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowis  ordanes  thair  generalldark 
oUr©lT°^°"^  ^^  thair  names  to  draw  wp  ane  letter,  with  advys  of  Edinburgh,  Linlith- 
gow, and  St  Androis  and  Bruntilland,  to  be  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
daill,  giving  him  heartie  thankis  for  his  bypjist  cair  of  thair  effairis  and 
desyring  the  continewance  thairof  and  especiallie  in  the  matter  of  tread 
betuixt  the  tuo  kingdomes. 
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Edinburgh. 


2  July  1664.  ^'^^xm. 


8.  The  present  comissioneris  taking  to  thair  consideratione  that  pairt  50  ^^^  ©n^the' 
of  the  missive  for  taking  of  the  50  solz  wpon  the  tun  imposed  wpon  our  tun. 
Scotis  wessellis  in  France,  the  comissioneris  haveing  seriouslie  considerit 
be  what  meanes  it  micht  be  most  effectuallie  done,  and  being  informed 
tbat  his  Maiestie  out  of  his  bountie  and  goodnes  has  resolutione  to  imploy 
some  persoun  of  honor  and  abiiitie,  being  ane  Scotis  man,  to  goe  over  to 
France  expreslie  to  negotiat  with  the  Frenche  King  anent  the  renewing  and 
confirmatioun  of  the  privilegis  and  liberties  grantit  be  his  predicessouris 
to  the  Scotis  natione  in  France,  conforme  to  the  most  ancient  league  or 
leagues  betuixt  the  Kingis  of  Scotland  and  France,  by  which  privileges 
amongst  wtheris  the  Scotis  merchandis  and  marineris  wer  to  be  free  of  all 
customes  and  impositionis  except  such  as  in  thes  ancient  dayes  wer  con- 
discendit  wpon,  the  saidis  comissioneris  did  vnanimouslie  condiscend  that 
if  his  Maiestie  sould  be  pleased  to  imploy  any  such  Scotis  man  in  the  said 
imployment  that  ane  gratuitie  sould  be  grantit  to  him  for  his  incurradg- 
ment  to  accomplisch  the  annulling  of  the  said  50  solz  wpon  the  twn,  and 
for  that  effect  that  the  agent  sould  borrow  wpon  the  borrowis  secuiritie 
three  hundreth  pund  sterling  to  be  sent  to  the  said  honorabill  persone 
with  all  convenient  dilligence,  and  becaus  it  is  most  reasonabl  that  the 
pairties  trewlie  interessed  aucht  to  be  at  the  charg  of  this  and  all  wther 
expenssis  to  be  debursed  in  the  prosecutione  of  the  said  bussienes  who 
allanerlie  ar  merchandis  and  owneris  of  schippis,  and  that  thairfoir  it  is 
most  reasonable  and  expedient  for  releif  of  the  borrowis  that  ane  imposi- 
tione  of  les  value  be  laid  wpon  all  Scotis  schippis  treading  in  France  so 
as  in  few  yearis  the  said  sowme  may  be  reimbursed,  each  Scotis  schipp 
treading  to  or  frome  France  according  to  his  burdein  to  pay  for  ilk  tun, 
whither  the  schipp  be  licht  or  loadined,  the  sowme  of  tuele  shillingis 
Scotis  to  be  payed  be  the  master  of  the  schipp,  and  the  sam  dewitie  to 
be  payit  be  all  Scottis  men  for  ilk  tun  of  goodis  imported  to  this  king- 
dome  frome  France  though  in  French,  Dutch,  or  any  wther  stranger 
weschell  [and  appointed  the  particular  convention  to  arrange  for  collecting 
the  custom].  Lyk  as  the  present  comissioneris  think  fitt,  efter  further  con- 
sideratione, that  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  be  acquainted  that  the  burrowis 
ar  willing  to   give   and    allow  to  the   said   honorabill    persone   for    his 


574 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Abirdcin,  de- 
molishing of 
cruiflis. 


EDiNBnRGn.  iiiciirradgment  ane  thousand  French  crownis,  being  three  thousand  franks, 
— — '■ —  and  if  he  sail  aceomplisch  tbair  aSbirsaid  desyr,  in  that  caice  after  the 

60  soiz  on  the  performance  thairof  a  thousand  crounis  moir,  the  three  hundreth  pund 
^^'  sterling   mentionat  in   the  former   pairt  of  this  act  being  heirby  maid 

null. 

9.  The  present  comissioneris  grantis  concurrance  to  the  burgh  of 
Abirdein,  in  prosecutione  of  redres  of  the  ryot  comittit  be  the  noblmen, 
gentlmen,  and  heretouris  in  Overdone,  by  demolisching  thair  cruiffis  and 
infringeing  of  ther  privilegis,  and  wther  incivilities  done  by  them,  befoir 
the  lordis  of  secreit  counsall,  and  for  that  effect  ordaines  the  deine  of  gild 
of  Edinburgh  and  John  Milne  to  assist  them  wpon  advertisment  at  this 
burgh,  and  recomendis  to  the  nixt  particular  conventione  to  supplie  tham 
with  money  also  for  thair  just  defence  as  they  sail  find  caus. 

10.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  ordaines  concurrance  to  be 
grantit  the  burghs  of  Culros,  Forfar,  Peibles,  Selkirk,  and  Jedburgh  in 
the  prosecutione  of  thair  actionis  intendit  be  them  against  wnfree  treaderis 
within  thair  boundis  and  liberties  and  against  incroacheris  wpon  thair 
privilegis,  and  the  saidis  burghis  to  report  thair  dilligence  heiranent  to  the 
nixt  generall  convention. 

1 1.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extending 
to  £400  Scots. 

11a.  The  commissioners  approved  and  ratified  **  the  act  maid  in  fitvouris  of 
Dumfreis  in  relatione  to  thair  gildrie." 

12.  Kecommended  next  general  convention  to  approve  of  the  admission  of 
George  Maine  to  be  a  factor  at  Campheir. 

1 3.  Appointed  a  particular  convention  to  be  held  upon  advertisement  of  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  "  quhen  necessar  immergentis  requiris  them." 

13  a.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Aberdeen  in  July  1665. 


Unfreo 
troddcra,  etc. 


A^ont 
accuniptis. 

Durnfrcia 
gildrie. 

Main,  factor 
at  Campheir. 

Particular  con- 
vention. 

Nixt  ^-onerall 
convention. 


Corrospon-  14.  The  comissioncris  appointis  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  with 

Laudordaiii,  thes  wtheris  mentioned  in  the  sevinth  act  of  this  present  convention,  or 
Knl^ifOi^iomo-  ^"3'  wthcr  comissioneris  of  burrowis  being  in  toune,  to  keip  correspondence 
ditioH.  ^vith  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  in  relatioun  to  the  publict  ooncemment  of 

the  burrowis  in  tread  and  navigatione  ;  and  considering  the  heavie  pre- 
judice the  wliol  natioun  and  particularlie  the  burrowis  siisteanes  by  the 
exorbitant  inipositionis  put  on  by  the  parliament  of  England  on  salt. 
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bestiall,  come,  and  wther  comodities  transported  frome  Scotland  to  Eng-  Edinburgh. 

O    1  1 1  »  "I  ttR  A 

land,  for  remedie  quhairof  the  estaitis  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  layed 


one  fourscoir  per  cent,  on  most  pairt  of  Englisch  comodities  to  be  trans-  denSi^vdth 
ported  to  Scotland,  and  by  ane  wther  act  ordained  ane  penaltie  against  |i^™t  of^^^* 
such  personis  quho  efter  Lambes  nixt  sould  wear  any  Englisch  cloath   or  EugUsh  como- 
stuflRs,    nevertheles    whairof   by   not    puting    to    executioun    the    saidis 
laudibill  actis  the  prejudice  contineweth,  thairfoir  the  comissioneris  efter 
matur  deliberatioun  for  the  publict  weilfair  of  this   kingdome  think  it 
most  necessar  and  reasonabl  that  the  saidis  actis  be  put  to  eflfectuall 
executioun,  and  eamestlie  recomendis  to  the  said  lord  provest  and  wtheris 
abonementionat  to  petitione  the  honorabill  lordis  of  privie  counsall  for 
the  eflfect  foirsaid,  and  to  send  the  coppie  of  thair  said  petitioun  with  the 
counsallis  reference  to  the  earle  of  Lauderdaill,  and  to  report  thair  dilli- 
gence  heiranent  to  the  nixt  conventione. 

15.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Andrew  Moncur,  post,  £40  Scots,  "  in  Agent,  Mon- 
coinpleit  payment  of  his  dewis  for  carying  of  the  missive  thir  three  yearis  from  ^^*      *  * 
Aberdein  through  the  rest  of  the  burro  wis  of  the  kingdome,  which  wes  left 
wnpayit  to  him  be  the  burgh  of  Abirdein  in  respect  the  burrowis  did  not  meit 

thair  the  tymes  apointit." 

16.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  repay  the  agent  their  shares  of  £3200  borrowed  Agent,  £3200. 
as  authorised  by  the  2d  act  of  last  particular  convention. 

1 7.  Ordained  the  agent  to  give  Henry  Monteith,  servant  in  the  tolbooth,  Sueiping 
X6  Scots  "  for  sueipmg  of  their  meiting  hous."  °'®'*'''^  ^°''* 


General  Convention,  held  at  Aberdaine.  aiprdeen. 

4  July  1666. 

Edinburgh,  Robert  Sandilands,  James  Scot,  James  Currie,  Patrick 
Borthik  ;  Pairth,  Patrick  Thripland  ;  Dundie,  George  Fletchour  ;  Abir- 
dein, Johne  Burnet ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgowe,  Robert 
Mylne ;  St  Andrews,  Robert  Lentrone ;  Glasgow,  Johne  Walkingschaw  ; 
Hadingtoune,  William  Seatoune  ;  Dysert,  David  Simsone ;  Montrose, 
Robert  Ryned  ;  Innemes,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Elgine,  William  Cuming; 
Banfif,  Robert  Hamiltoune ;  Forfar,  Dauid  Dicksone ;  Nairne,  Johne 
Inglis  ;  Forres,  Dauid  Warrand  ;  Cullen,  Johne  Ogilvie ;  Forterose,  Robert 
Innes  ;  Kintore,  William  Fraser.  [No  commissioners  for  other  forty- 
three  burghs.] 
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Aberdeen.  .    ^  ,      -i  /» /?  ^ 

4  July  1665.  *  July  1665. 

Moderator.  1.  Robert  Petrie,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Aberdeen,    elected 

moderator. 
Hours  of  meit-         2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  ten  till  twelve,  and  from  three 
^^^*  till  six.     Same  regulations  as  formerly  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting. 

6  July  1665, 

Citatione  ^*  "^^^  moderator  verified  the  citation  of  the  burghs. 

4.  Anent  the  4th  act  of  the  general  convention  held  in  July  1660,  ordained 
wnfree^^er-  ^^®  agent  with  the  whole  burghs  concerned  to  proceed  against  heritors  for  exact- 
oatis.  ing  exorbitant  customs  at  markets. 

Measuris.  ^'  Ratified   the   10th  act  of  the  general  convention   held    in   July    1660 

ordaining  measures  of  victual  to  be  conform  to  the  standard  of  Linlithgow. 
CommissioiiB.  6.  Report  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  sufficiency  of  the 

commissions. 
Kintor.  7.  The  commissioners  found  the  commission  of  Kintor  to  be  "altogither 

vnformall  and  the  comissioner  designed  in  the  said  comissione  ane  gentleman  and 

thairfoir  not  qualified  in  maner  mentioned  in  the  acts  of  burrows.*' 
Choyn,  clark.  8.  The  commissioners  elected  George  Chein  to  be  their  general  clerk  during 

this  convention,  and  to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  burghs. 
Montrose  ^*  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Dundee  and  Arbroath  to  meet  at  Montrose,  and 

measure.  to  see  that  burgh's  measure  of  foreign  salt  made  conform  to  the  measure  of 

Dundie. 
Unfree  traders,         10.  Ratified  all  acts  made  against  unfree  traders  and  non-resident  burgesses, 
burgesses.         ^nd  ordained  the  same  to  be  put  to  due  execution. 

Agent,  dili-  H-  Anent  the  2l8t  act  of  the  genera]  convention  held  in  July  1660,  the 

gence,  unfrej^  commissioner  of  Stirling  reported  that  they  were  doing  all  possible  diligence. 

The  burgh  with  the  agent  was  ordained  to  continue  the  prosecution,  and  the 

agent  was  also  instructed  to  concur  with  Perth  and  any  other  burghs  employing 

him  in  prosecuting  unfree  traders. 
Factorisand  12.  Continued  the  particulars  mentioned  in  the  19th  act  of  the  general  con- 

staple  port.       vention  held  in  February  1661,  and  all  others  relating  to  the  staple  port  to  be  a 

head  of  the  next  missive. 
Glasgow,  etc.,  13.  Continued  the  9th  act  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  Deoember 

prion  tie.  1 G60  as  to  the  contest  for  priority  in  riding  at  parliaments  to  be  a  head  of  next 

missive. 
Oath  of  allodg-         1 4.  The  whole  commissioners  declared  that  they  had  hitherto  obeyed  the 
lance.  29^]]  g^^  of  the  convention  held  in  1661  as  to  taking  the  oath  of  all^pance  to 

his  Majesty,  and  asserting  his  prerogative. 
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1 5.  The  commission ei*s  of  Edinburgh  reported  that  they  had  implemented  the  Aberdeen. 
3d  and  4th  acts  of  the  particular  convention  held  in  November  1661  "  qiihich  the  ^  J^^y  ^^5. 
saids  comissioneris  of  burrowis  accepts  for  dilligence  at  present,  and  recomends  to  Priviledge  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to   deall  with  the  lord  comissioner  his  grace  and  nTvigatfone  in 
wther  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsell  and  wthers  quhom  it  may  concerne  England. 

for  thair  assistance  for  recoverie  of  the  saids  priviledgis,  and  to  prosecute  the 
same  ay  and  quhill  some  effectuall  course  be  takine  thairanent." 

16.  Ordained  that  a  letter  be  written  to  Sir  William  Davidson,  conservator,  Conservator, 
desiring  his  appearance  at  next  general  convention  for  subscribing  the  same  acts 

and  orders  as  his  predecessors. 

17.  Anent   the    7    act   of   the    particular   conventione   of  borrowis  Signatur  of 
liolden  in   Februarij    1C62,   ordaining  the   agent  to   have  reported  his  stounos, Biack- 
dilligence  in  concurring  with  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  for  stopeing  the  ^^' 
signatour  of  Borrowstounness  for  ther  erectione  in  ane  frie  royall  burgh, 

the  present  comissioneris  of  borrowis  vnderstanding  that  the  brugh  of  Lin- 
lithgow had  obtained  ane  act  befoir  the  lordis  of  exchequer  ordeaning  all 
loadnings  of  all  ships  and  vessells  and  all  entries  of  all  goods  and  gear  of 
merchandries,  of  quhatsomeuer  natur  and  qualitie  the  samyne  be  of,  quhich 
sail  be  maid  heirefter  on  the  south  syde  of  the  river  of  Forth  above  the 
port  of  Leith  (except  coall,  salt,  victuall,  ston  and  lyme),  to  be  maid  at 
the  port  of  Blaiknes  as  the  onlie  frie  port  on  the  south  syd  of  the  said 
river  of  Forth  above  the  said  port  of  Leith,  conforme  to  the  brugh  of 
Linlithgows  rights  and  securities  and  acts  of  parliament  maid  thairanent 
and  former  possessjone  thairof,  thairfor  the  saids  comissioners  recomends 
to  the  agent,  with  the  brugh  of  Edinburgh  and  vther  brughs  that  sail 
happin  to  be  thairin,  to  concur  and  assist  the  brugh  of  Linlithgow,  they 
being  requyred  for  that  eflfect. 

18.  For  remedying  the  great  difference  in  the  length  of  the  ell  and  foot  in  Measur  of  elne 
the  several  burghs,  ordained  that  the  measure  be  conform  to  the  standard  of 
Edinburgh. 

19.  Unlawed  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  in  £20  for  absence  from  this  conven-  Linlithgow, 
tion,  and  ordained  them  to  report  their  diligence  anent  the  2d  act  of  the  conven- 
tion held  at  Edinburgh  in  February  1662. 

20.  The  commissioners  considering  that  neglect  of  exacting  the  penalties  oc-  Unlaws  from 
casions  the  absence  of  burghs  from  conventions,  ordained  the  agent  to  use  the  rowes. 
utmost  extremity  of  execution  in  uplifting  the  unlaws. 

21.  Anent  the  2d  act  of  convention  held  in  January  1662,  and  the  7th  act  Linlithgow 
of  convention  held  in  February  1662,  the  agent  and  the  commissioner  of  Lin-  Borrowstounes. 

4  D 
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Aberdeen.       Uthgow  repoi-ted  that  they  had  done  all  lawful  diligence  in  stopping  the  pasaing 

6  July  1665.      Qf  j^y^g  signature  of  Borroustounes  till  the  same  should  be  revised  again  by  the 

King's  Majesty.     Ordained  that  the  agent  give  farther  concurrence  to  the  burgh 

in  the  matter. 

Brichane,  gild-         22.  Anent  the  13th  act  of  the  convention  held  in  September  1663  as  to  the 

"®*  supplication  by  the  burgh    of  Breichen  desiring  that  a  guildry  may  be  erected 

therein,  the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Munros,  Aberdeine, 

Forfar,   and  A  rbroath  to  meet  at  Breichen  "  to  sie  the  constitution  of  thair 

mngistrats  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh,  and  to  deal!  for  ane  amciable  and 

freindlie  agginement  of  all  differences  betuixt  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  the 

samyn  and  the  merchants  thairof " 

7  July  1665. 

23.  The  present  commissioneris  of  burrowes  taking  to  there  consider- 
Rescinding      atioun  that  in  those  tymes  of  rebellion  and  distractioun,  since  anno  1637 

actis  of  bur-  •'       ^  ^  '  ^ 

rowis.  till  anno  1660,  that  thair  are  severall  acts  insert  and  registrat  in  our 

generall  register  of  burrowes  which  are  derogatorie  to  his  Majesties 
royall  prerogative  and  unprofitable  to  the  estate  of  burrowis,  and 
therfor  the  present  comissioneris  of  burrowes  have  statut  and  ordained, 
lyk  as  they  statut  and  ordain  that  ane  generall  survey  may  be  taken 
be  the  dark  of  all  the  acts  of  burrowes  made  to  the  disadvantage  of  his 
Majestic  or  his  successouris,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  the  estate  of  bur- 
rowes, and  the  samyn  to  be  rescindit  with  advyce  of  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh, Linlithgow,  Hadingtoun  or  any  vther  royall  burgh  that  shall 
happen  to  be  in  the  place  for  the  tyme. 

Tennent,  post.  24.  Understanding  the  abilitie  and  qualification  of  William  Ten- 

nant,  messour,  and  of  his  good  service  done  and  to  be  done  be  him  to 
the  saidis  comissioneris  of  burroues,  therfor,  they  admitt  and  receave 
the  said  William  Tennant  to  be  there  comon  poist,  and  ordaines  him  to 
be  imployed  in  making  of  all  there  comon  wairnings. 

Tuo  PoUo-  25.   Ordaines  thair  agent  to  give  John  Elsver  and  Christopher  Taub- 

man,  tuo  straingers  of  the  Pollonian  nation,  the  soume  of  three  scoir 
punds  Scots  touards  thair  help  and  mentinance. 

Vnlaw,  San-  26.  Continued  the  30th  and  3 2d  acts  of  last  general  convention  ordaining  the 

quhar.  agent  to  uplift  an  unlaw  from  the  burgh  of  Sanquhar,  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

Burgessis,  27.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burrowes  taking  to  there  serious 

consideratioun  the   gi*eat   prejudice   there   estate   sustanes    through   the 
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admitting  of  burgessis  within  there  burghis  residing  in  wnfrie  places  and  ^^^^5?; 
resorting  to  publick  mercats,  therefor  they  have  statut  and  ordained,  lyk       ^  . — ^— 
as  they  have  statut  and   ordained   that  all  frie  burgessis  repairing   to  mercats.  * 
common  mercats  within  this  kingdome  shall  not  onlie  bring  with  them 
ther  burges  tickitt  but  also  ane  testificat  from  the  dean  of  gild  or  magis- 
trats  of  there  saids  burghs  testifying  them  to  be  frie  burgessis  and  actuall 
inhabitants  within  the  samyn,  bearing  all  portable  charges  with  thair 
neighbours  thairin,  and  any  merchant  servant  coming  to  the  saids  mercat 
shall  have  ane  testificat  from  his  maister  that  he  is  either  prentise  or 
fied  domestick  keeping  bed  and  buird  in  his  house  and  that  he  is  buying 
the  goods  for  his  maisters  vse,  vtherwayes  to  be  reputed  and  holden  as  a 
foi*staler. 

28.  The  commissioners  dispensed  with  all  former  unlaws  due  by  the  burgh  Exemptions, 
of  Cullan,  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and  granted  exemption  to  that  burgh  and 
to  the  burghs  of  Forterose,  Weik,  Kintoir,  Inverurie,  and  Naime  for  abiding 
from  all  conventions  for  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

29.  Anent  the  tuo  supplications  presented  to  the  burroues  l>e  William  Abirdein,  port 
Gregorie,  the  one  for  craving  supplie  for  reparatioun  of  thair  harbories,  °       "®  ^^®* 
the  present  comissioneris  of  burro wes  recomends  that  ane  volintar  con- 
tribution may  be  made  to  the  supplicant  att  each  parish  kirk  doore  of  frie 

burghs  for  that  efifect,  the  vther  supplicatioun  desyring  a  warrand  for 
vplifting  of  shear  deues  and  ankeradge  att  thair  harborie  of  all  vessells 
coming  in  thairto,  the  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  recomends  to  the 
burgh  of  Abirdaine  to  speak  with  William  Gregorie  anent  ane  table  to  be 
set  doune  and  keepit  by  him  of  the  said  ancoradge  and  vther  deues  to  be 
exacted  be  him  att  the  said  poirt. 

30.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  presented  to  the  saids  burro  wes  be  Forfar. 
Dauid  Dickson,  comissar  for  the  brught  of  Forfar,  representing  to  tham 
that  the  said  brught  had  granted  to  tham  be  the  Kings  Majestic  severall 
liberties  and  priviledges,  and  especiallie  of  keiping  of  publick  faires,  the 
obtaining  quhairof  hes  coast  them  great  and  vaest  charges,  desyring  the 
agents  concurrance  in  passing  the  sealls  of  the  saids  gifts  vpou  the  bur- 
roues charges,  as  also  in  persueing  of  wnfrie  traders  within  thair  liberties 
vsurping  the  priviledges  of  free  brughis,  the  present  comissioneris  of  bur- 
rowis  recomends  the  tuo  particulars  abovewrittin  to  be  ane  head  of  the 


7  July  1665. 
Forfar. 
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Aberdeen^  nixt  missive ;  as  also  desyring  the  burroues  approbatioun  for  setting  of 
certain  barren  and  unprofitable  myres  and  moores  to  certaine  burgessis 
of  thair  incorporatioun  for  the  space  of  1 5  or  19  yeires  att  such  ane  con- 
siderable value  as  they  can  aggrie  vpon  for  agmentatione  of  thair  comon 
good  and  payment  of  ane  pairt  of  thair  debt,  the  present  comissioneris 
grants  the  desyre  of  the  said  article,  provyding  the  samyn  be  so  imployed. 

Oathisof  31.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burro  wis  understanding  that   Sir 

Walter  Seatoun  requ3rres  frequentlie  the  oaths  of  thair  inhabitants  of  the 
quantitie  of  goods  imported  be  them  in  thair  said  brughs  and  charges 
tham  with  horning  for  that  effect  vpon  groundles  and  neidles  complaints 
given  against  tham  be  the  coUectours  of  excyse,  the  present  comissioners 
of  burroues  ordaines  application  to  be  made  to  the  lords  of  exchequer  for 
remeed  thairof  and  for  preventing  of  perjurie. 

Agent  32.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  to  the  agent  their  shares  of  his  accounts, 

accomptis.        extending  to  £234G,  10s.  Scots. 

Particular  con-  33.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  taking  to  thair  serious 
consideratioun  the  sad  prejudice  and  damnadge  thair  estait  will  sustain 
if  the  imposition  of  1 2  lib.  Scots  vpon  the  boll  of  bey  salt  imported  within 
this  kingdome  and  the  50  sulz  vpon  the  tun  of  goods  imported  or  trans- 
ported from  France,  and  the  restraint  of  frie  trading  betuixt  the  tuo 
kingdomes  of  Scotland  and  Ingland,  and  exorbitant  custome  put  vpon  the 
double  hundreth  of  plaiden,  be  not  anulled  and  taken  off,  and  if  convoyes 
be  not  granted  for  gairding  of  our  ships  trading  to  and  from  foraigne 
places  and  securing  of  our  coasts  for  preservatioun  of  trade  dureing  the 
tyme  of  the  vnhappic  warrs  with  the  Hollanders,  the  present  comissioneris 
of  burrowes  finding  the  saids  maters  to  be  of  great  weight  and  heigh  im- 
portance thinks  it  necessar  that  some  eflfectuall  course  be  taken  for  pre- 
venting of  all  hurt  and  prejudice  there  estate  may  sustane  thairin,  and 
understanding  that  thair  is  ane  frequent  meeting  of  the  whole  burroues 
appoynted  by  ane  missive  dirrected  to  tham  to  that  effect  to  be  at  the 
brught  of  Edinburgh  the  28  of  JuUy  instant  and  for  attending  the  general! 
convention e  of  estates  who  are  to  convein  att  the  said  brught  the  2d  of 
August  nixt,  to  the  which  comissioners  of  burroues  or  most  pairt  of  tham 
conveinant  the  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  gives  full  pouer  and 
comission  to  tak   all  laufull   course  for  redresse  of  these  evills  and  for 


vontion,  salt. 
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granting  of  the  saids  convoyes  and  of  all  vther  things  that  may  tend  to  ;M^?^H^r 
:he  good  of  estate  of  burroues  and  preventing  thair  hurt  in  any  of  the  ^ — — 

particulars  and  vthers  abovewrittin.  vention,  salt. 

34.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  ordained  the  next  general  conven-  Nixt  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1666. 

35.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burroues,  taking  to  thair  serious  Stent  imposed 

•  1  •  I  1  •        11     1    1  upon  Forteros, 

consideratioun  that  there  are  severall  new  mrolled  burroues  who  are  not  etc. 
stented  with  thair  neighbours  in  the  taxt  roll  for  payment  of  there  pro- 
portions of  the  missive  deues,  therfor  the  present  comissioneris  of  burroues 
stents  the  particullar  brughts  underwrittin  as  folloues,  to  wit,  the  brught  of 
Forterose  in  5  s.  Scots  ;  the  brught  of  Cromartie,  5  s.  Scots ;  the  brugh  of 
Weik,  3s.  4d.  ;  the  brugh  of  Innerarie  in  3s.  ;  and  the  brught  of  Kin- 
tour  in  2s.  ;  [and]  taking  to  thair  consideratioun  the  great  loses  sustained 
be  the  brught  of  St  Androis  and  the  brught  of  Innernes  thairfoir  they 
allou  into  the  said  brught  of  St  Androus  the  soume  of  12s.  4d.  and  to 
the  brught  of  Innernes  the  soume  of  6s.  which  maks  vp  the  whole  of  the 
proportions  of  the  abovewrittin  brughts ;  and  ordaines  als  much  of  thair 
proportions  quhairin  they  are  extentit  in  the  taxt  roll  to  be  defaulted, 
and  this  to  continow  ay  and  whyle  the  alteratioun  of  the  taxt  roll 

8  July  1G65. 

36.  The  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  considering  that  the  wnlaw  Unlaws  of 
laid  vpon  the  absent  burroues  is  so  low  that  the  most  pairt  of  burroues  ^  ^^^ 
doeth  absent  thamselves  of  purpose  quhen  generall  conventiones  are 
appoynted  att  any  distant  places,  for  remeed  quhairof  the  present  comis- 
sioneris of  burroues  have  statut  and  ordained  that  the  wnlaw  for  absence 
shall  be  ane  hundreth  pund  Scots,  and  ordaines  ilk  brught  to  mak 
intimatioun  of  this  present  act  att  thair  homecuming  that  non  pretend 
ignorance. 

37.  Anent  the  suplication  given  to  the  burroues  from  the  brught  of  Elgin,  prosecu- 
Elgin,  representing  that  they  haue  in  prison  some  countrie  gentlemen  for  ^g^  fo/^*i^" 
a   great   soume  of  money,  some   countrie   gentlemen   did   assault   thair 
Tolbooth,  wounded  thair  officers,  and  one  of  there  neighbours  killed  att 
that  tumult,  and  desyreing  the  concurrance  of  the  agents  with  the  brught 
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Abkrdkfx.       of  Edinburgh  and  vtheris  bnights  that  shall  happen  to  be  in  that  place  in 

y.   : :__  prosecution  of  thair  action  to  be  intentit  be  them  against  those  personis 

tion  of  (^Mitii-  ^vho  tumult<)uslie  wronged  the  magistrats  and  neighbours  of  the  said 
men  for  ryot,  jjmgh^^^  untill  the  finall  decision  thairof;  the  present  comissioneris  of 
burrouos  haveing  cousiddered  the  said  supplication,  and  finding  the  desyre 
therof  to  bo  most  reasonable,  therfor  they  ordain  thair  agent  with  con- 
currence of  the  bnight  of  Edinburgh  to  assist  the  said  comissioner  for  the 
said  brught  of  Elgin  and  vther  burroues  that  shall  happen  to  be  vpon  the 
place, 
ixwes.  For-  88.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  recomends  the  loses  of  the 

*^*^**'  bnight  of  Forterose  by  demolishing  of  thair  tolbooth,  schoole  house,  and 

steaple,  and  vthair  desolatiouns  of  the  brught  the  tyme  of  thair  late 
rebellion,  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive. 

A  n)nt  £*2D  ^^'    ^"^l^ius   the   agent   to  jmy   William    Forbes  and   William    Wood   ten 

dollars. 


•5f jL^v  w  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


IW  July  16<55. 


Edinburgh,  Robert  Sandilands,  James  Scot ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Thre^p- 
land  ;  Dundie,  George  Fletchour  ;  Aberdaine,  Maister  Robert  Patrie  ; 
Stirling,  Duncan  ^*'airne ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Steuart  ;  St  Androis, 
Robert  Lentron  ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone  ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame  ; 
Hadingtouue,  William  Seaton  ;  Dysart,  maister  Dauid  Symson  ;  Kirk- 
aldie,  Robert  Whyt ;  Montrose,  Robert  Tayliour ;  Coupar,  Androu  Pater- 
sone  ;  Dumfries,  John  Iruine  ;  Bruntilland,  David  Seaton  ;  Breichen, 
Dauid  Donaldson  ;  Inline,  Robert  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Ruther- 
foord  ;  Kirkudbricht,  Robert  Glendoning  ;  Wigtoune,  Androu  M*Kie  ; 
Pettinweeyme,  George  Brussie  ;  Dumferliug,  Peeter  Walker  ;  Anstrutlier 
Wester,  Peeter  Oliphant ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder  ;  Lanrick,  Patrick 
Bisset ;  Elgin,  Andrew  Young ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone  ;  Craill, 
John  Daw  ;  Tayn,  John  Forrester  ;  Culrose,  William  Pearsone  ;  Bamff, 
Robert  Hamiltoun  ;  Rothesay,  Sheriff  of  Bute  ;  Nairne,  William  Rosse  ; 
Forres,  Francis  Forbes ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Wood  ;  Annan,  Hew  Sinclair  ; 
Sanquhar,  Robert  Carmichill ;  Quensferic,  Archbald  Wilson ;  Forterose, 
Hew  Dallas.      [No  commissioners  for  other  twenty-three  burghs.] 
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28  July  1665.  Edinburoh. 

^  28  July  1666. 


1.  Sir    Andrew  Eamsay,   provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2  August  1665. 

2.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Dingwall  to  abide  from  all  conven-  Exemption, 
tions  for  the  space  of  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions.  Dmgwaii. 

5  August  1665. 
3.  The   present  comissioners  of   burroues    taking:    to    thair   serious  Burrowis  pro- 

•  i«i  !••  •!  Ill     portions  of 

consideratioun  that  thair  is  ane  generall  taxt  imposed  vpon  the  whole  taxation, 
kingdome,  and  that  it  is  necessar  that  the  burroues  know  thair  deu  propor- 
tions thairof  that  non  suffer  prejudice,  therfor  they  have  ordained  thair 
agent  to  search  the  totall  of  the  whole  taxatioun  and  to  give  everie 
brught  thair  proportion  thairof  conforme  to  the  stent  roll  as  it  now 
stands,  and  to  search  if  thair  be  any  conceillment  of  the  totall  either  to 
the  behoove  of  Kirk  or  royaltie  that  may  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
burroues,  that  the  lyk  proportion  thairof  may  be  allowed  to  the  burroues ; 
and  because  the  shortenes  of  the  tyme  will  not  permitt  thair  proportions 
to  be  set  apairt,  therfor  they  have  ordained  the  agent  to  devyd  thair 
proportion  equallie  and  to  insert  the  same  after  the  subscryveing  the 
book,  to  be  subscryvet  be  the  moderatour,  and  ane  extract  thairof  to  be 
granted  to  be  given  to  each  brught  wnder  the  clerks  hand,  which  shall  be 
als  sufficient  as  give  the  samyn  had  bein  heir  insert. 

4.  Ordaines  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  tuo  maisouris  of  the  counsell  Agent,  mas- 

Bouns  eto 

and  exchequer  ten  doUers,  and  to  Richart  Gairdin  and  Hendrie  Mentieth         ' 
tuo  doUers,  and  to  the  keepers  of  the  parliament  house  tuo  doliers. 

5.  Anent  the  supplicatioun  given  in  be  the  brught  of  Forterose  and  Supplicationis, 
Cromartie  complaining  of  thair  augmentatioun  of  the  taxt  roll  imposed 

vpon  thame  more  att  the  last  generall  convention  att  Abirdaine  than 
was  appoynted  tham  in  anno  1662,  and  desyxeing  remeed  thairof,  the  pre- 
sent comissioneris  of  burroues  finds  that  they  ar  not  in  capacitie  to  grant 
thair  desyre  att  present,  therfor  they  continou  the  same  to  be  ane  head  of 
the  nixt  missive  ;  as  also  recomends  the  supplication  given  in  be  the 
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Edinburgh. 
5  August  1665. 

Supplicationis, 
missive. 


Redres  of  gri- 
vances. 


Exemptions. 
Bamff,  Tayno. 

Cheyne,  20 
dolloris. 


brught  of  Tayn  craveing  supplie  of  the  reparatioun  of  ther  Tolbootb  and 
steiple  and  ane  exemption  from  keeping  of  generall  and  particular  meet- 
ings, and  the  supplication  given  be  the  brught  of  BamfF  craveing  supplie 
for  reparation  of  thair  harborie,  continoues  the  same  to  be  ane  head  of 
the  next  missive. 

6.  The  comissioneris  that  were  appoynted  to  goe  to  the  comissioner 
his  grace  to  represent  thair  greivances  anent  the  particulars  mentioned  in 
the  33  act  of  the  last  generall  convention  holden  att  Abirdaine  haveing 
made  thair  report  that  his  grace  was  most  willing  for  to  give  all  his 
assistance  and  concurrance  for  redrese  of  the  saids  greivances,  ayther  by 
himselfe  or  in  giveing  assistance  to  any  quhom  they  shall  choyse  to  make 
application  to  his  Majestic,  and  withall  desyring  that  he  may  have  thair 
reasons  and  remeedies  against  the  saids  greivances  in  wryt  that  he  may 
consider  thairvpon,  therfor  they  have  ordained  the  brughtis  of  Edinburgh, 
Pearth,  Dundie,  Abirdaine,  Stirling  and  Linlithgow  and  Glasgow  to  draw 
vp  reasons  against  the  said  greivances  to  be  presented  to  his  grace,  and 
if  the  samyn  cannot  be  redressed  by  himselfe  they  ordaine  the  brught  of 
Edinburgh  to  call  ane  particular  convention  of  the  brughis  following,  to 
witt,  Edinburgh,  [and  twenty  other  burghs]  to  meet  att  the  brught  of 
Edinburgh  att  quhat  tyme  they  shall  think  convenient,  to  quhom  they 
give  thair  full  pouer  and  comissioun  to  doc  and  act  in  every  thing  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  said  act  of  the  said  generall  convention  att  Abirdaine. 

7.  Gi-anted  exemption  to  the  burghs  of  Bamff  and  Tayne  to  abide  from  all 
conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 
8.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  George  Cheyne  20  dollars. 


Proportion, 

biirrowis, 

taxutioun. 


9  August  1665. 

At  Edinburgh  the  nynth  of  August  1665.  The  comissioneris  of 
biirroucs  that  were  appoynted  to  attend  the  particular  convention  of 
burroues  and  cstaites,  understanding  that  there  was  ane  generall  taxt 
imposed  vpon  the  whole  kingdome,  and  finding  it  necessare  that  the 
burroues  should  knou  thair  deu  proportion  thairof  that  non  suffer  pre- 
judice, therfor  the  said  comissioneris  of  burroues  by  there  third  act  of  the 
said  particular  conventioun  did  ordaine  thair  agent  to  search  the  totall 
of  the  said  taxation  and  to  give  everie  brught  thair  proportion  thairof 
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conform e  to  the  taxt  roll  as  it  now  stands,  and  becaus  thair  vther  neces-  Edin-buroh. 

sar  affaires  will  not  permitt  them  to  attend  the  division  thairof  therfor  — ^1 : 

they  have  ordained  thair  agent  to  devyd  thair  proportion  equallie  and  to  burrowi^"* 
cause  insert  the  same  in  thair  generall  register  after  the  subscryveing  of  ****^^^- 
the  book,  and  the  samyn  to  be  subscryvit  by  the  moderatour  and  ane 
extract  therof  to  be  given  to  each  brught,  quhairanent  the  said  act  should 
be  thair  warrand ;  which  search  being  sua  made  be  the  said  agent  he  did 
find  the  totall  to  amount  to  the  soume  of  133,333  lib.  68.  8d,  quhairof 
the  burroues  proportion  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll  extends  to  the 
soume  of  22,222  lib.  46.  6d,  quhairof  each  brughts  proportion  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : — 


TjTb. 

8. 

D. 

Lib.    8.     D. 

Abirdaine 

.     1481 

10 

0 

Gallouay  . 

11      2     6 

Air . 

.        311 

4 

0 

Hadingtoune     . 

400     0     0 

AriRtruther  Eister 

177 

15 

6 

Innernes  . 

.       488  18     0 

Anstruther  Wester 

66 

13 

4 

Inuerkeithing   . 

111     2     2 

Arbroath 

100 

0 

0 

Inline 

.       222     5     0 

Annan 

22 

4 

8 

Jedbrught 

200     0     4 

Bnintilland 

244 

9 

0 

Inuerurie 

33     6     8 

Breichan . 

.       133 

7 

0 

Kirkaldie 

633     6     0 

Bamffe 

74 

1 

4 

Kinghome 

100     0     0 

Coupar     . 

244 

9 

0 

Kirkudbricht    . 

177  15     6 

Culrose     . 

400 

0 

0 

Killreny  . 

33     6     8 

Craill        . 

244 

9 

0 

Kintoir    . 

22     3     0 

Cullane    . 

33 

6 

8 

Linlithgow 

400     0     0 

Cromartie 

55 

11 

6 

Lanrick    . 

133     6     8 

Dundie     . 

1555 

13 

0 

Lochmabein 

22     3     0 

Dysaiii 

311 

4 

0 

Lauder     . 

77   15     8 

Dumfi'eis 

370 

8 

0 

Montrose 

444  10     0 

Dumferling 

188 

18 

0 

Nairne 

44     9     0 

Diimbar tonne    . 

133 

7 

0 

North  Berueik  . 

44     9     0 

Dumbare 

244 

9 

0 

Pearth      . 

889     0     0 

Dinguall  . 

22 

5 

0 

Pettinweyme     . 

148     3     0 

Domock  . 

33 

6 

8 

Peibles     . 

111     2     2 

Edinburgh 

7999 

15 

0 

Quensferrie 

100     0     0 

Elgine 

148 

3 

0 

Ranfreu   . 

88  18     0 

Forffar      . 

44 

9 

0 

Rothesay 

66  13     4 

Forrease   . 

66 

13 

4 

Buthei^len 

44     9     0 

Forterose 

55 

11 

6 

Stirling    . 

244     9     0 

Glasgow  . 

1444 

6 

0 

St  Androus 

604  13     0 

4  E 
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Edinburgh. 

9  August  1665.  Selkirk     . 

Sanquhar 


Proportion, 

burrowis, 

taxatioun. 


Lib. 

s. 

D. 

148 

3 

0 

Whlthome 

22 

3 

0 

Weik       . 

155 

11 

0 

Tayne 

Lib. 

B. 

44 

9 

0 

37 

0 

10 

HI 

2 

2 

Wigtoune 

And  ordaines  thair  clerke  to  give  out  ane  extract  thairof  and  subsciyve 
the  samyn  to  the  coUectour  generall  and  to  the  agent,  to  the  effect  that 
lettres  of  horneing  and  all  vtheris  executoriallis  needfull  may  be  direct 
heirvpon  against  ilk  brught  refuseing  to  pay  thair  proportions,  quhairwith 
they  aggrie  and  consents. 


Edinburgh. 
3  July  1666. 

Commission- 
ers. 


Moderator. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinbrughe,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  provest,  Francis  Killock,  dean  of 
gild,  Arther  Temple,  and  William  Grahame ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Threapland  ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Wedderburne ;  Abirdein,  Maister  Robert  Pettrie,  pro- 
vost ;  Stirling,  James  Stevensone ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Stuart,  provost ; 
St  Androis,  Robert  Lentron,  provost ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone,  pro- 
vost ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame,  provost ;  Hadingtoun,  William  Seaton, 
provost ;  Dysart,  Maister  David  Sjrmsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Law ; 
Monros,  Robert  Tayller;  Coupar,  John  Barklay;  Bruntilland,  Dauid 
Seatone ;  Inuerkeything,  Thomas  Thomsone ;  Kinghome,  John  Bruce  ; 
Brichane,  George  Steill ;  Irving,  Robert  Cuninghame ;  Jedbrugh,  James 
M'Cubine ;  Wigtoun,  Adam  M'Kie ;  Pittinweem,  George  Rassell ;  Dum- 
fermling,  William  Walker ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Patrick  Borthwick ; 
Selkirk,  Robert  Elliott ;  Ramfrow,  Robert  Hall ;  Dumbar,  James  Kellie ; 
Lanrick,  Patrick  Bissit ;  Elgin,  David  Stuart ;  Peebles,  John  Plenderleith  ; 
Caraill,  John  Dau ;  Culros,  William  Pearsone ;  Whithome,  Alexander 
Donaldsone  ;  Forfar,  David  Dicksone  ;  Forres,  John  Layng ;  Rutherglen^ 
David  Spence ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Wood ;  Sanquhar,  Robert  Carmichell ; 
Quensferie,  Archibald  Wilsone.  [No  commissions  from  other  twenty-four 
burghs.] 

3  July  1666. 

1.  Andrew  Ramsay,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinbui^i  elected 
moderator. 
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2.  Hours  of  meetinc:  appointed  to  be  from  ten  till  twelve  and  from  three  till  EDncBUBOH. 
six.     Same  regulations  as  formerly  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting.  ^^  ^ 

Houres  of 
melting. 

4  July  1666. 

3.  The  comissioneris  of  the  royall  burroues  mett  in  a  generall  con-  Office  of  clerk 
vention,  taking  to  thair  serrious  consideration  that  Sir  William  Thomsone,  y^^^ 
late  toune  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  was  elected  clarke  to  the  said  convention 
dureing  thair  pleasur  allenerlie,  and  that  thairby  it  is  in  thair  pouer  to 

declair  the  said  place  vaccant  so  often  aa  they  shall  find  it  meet  and  ex- 
pedient for  thair  service  and  affaires,  and  further  that  the  said  Sir 
William  Thomsone  had  willfullie  deserted  his  charge  by  absenting  him- 
selfe  and  withdrawing  his  service  att  this  tyme  without  any  laufuU  cause 
made  knoun  to  the  convention,  either  be  himselfe  or  any  vther  persone 
wpon  his  behalfe,  therfor  and  for  sundrie  vther  weightie  causes  moveing 
thame  thairto  the  said  convention  declaires  the  place  to  be  vaccant  and 
att  thair  disposall,  and  all  acts  ane  or  mae  for  electing  or  continuing  Sir 
William  Thomsone  or  any  vther  former  clai'k  to  be  dark  to  the  said  con- 
vention to  be  nou  and  in  all  tyme  coming  voyd  and  null  in  the  haill 
heids,  articles,  and  clauses  thairof. 

4.  The  convention  of  the  royall  burroues  of  this  kingdome  taking  to  X°"^^  eleotit 
thair  consideration  that  be  thair  act  of  the  daite  of  thir  presents  they  have 
declaired  the  place  of  dark  to  the  burroues  vaccant  and  att  thair  disposall, 

and  that  necessar  it  is  that  the  said  place  be  filled  with  ane  able  and 
Weill  qualified  persone,  and  being  suflBcientlie  informed  of  the  abilities 
and  vther  good  qualifications  of  Maister  Thomas  Young,  toune  dark  of 
Edinburgh,  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  oflBce,  therfor  they  doe  ellect, 
nominat,  and  appoynt  the  said  Maister  Thomas  Young  to  be  dark  to  the 
said  convention  of  burroues  of  this  kingdome,  generall  and  particular, 
dureing  thair  pleasur  allenerlie,  with  all  priviledges,  liberties,  and 
imnmnitie  thairto  belonging,  with  pouer  to  him  by  himselfe  (or,  in  caice 
of  his  necessar  absence  upon  a  suflBcient  excuse  to  be  aliened  of  be  the 
convention  for  the  tyme,  by  such  persone  as  he  with  consent  of  the  said 
convention  shall  appoynt)  to  [exercise]  the  said  oflBce  dureing  the  tyme  foir- 
said,  and  to  uplift  the  fies,  dues,  and  casualities  thairto  belonging  sicklyk 
and  als  freelie  as  any  vther  dark  formerlie  did  or  laufuUy  might  have 
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Edinburgh      done ;    quho  compeired  accepted  and  gave  his  oath  de  Jideh  adrmnis- 

4  July  1666.        ,       .* 

— tratione. 


Acta  to  bo 
heads  of  next 
missive. 


5-16.  Ordained  farther  diligence  to  he  done  in  the  following  acts  of  last 
general  convention,  and  the  same  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missive : — (5)  act  1 0 
as  to  unfree  traders  and  non-resident  burgesses  ;  (6)  act  5  as  to  measure  of 
victual ;  (7)  act  11  as  to  prosecuting  actions  against  unfree  traders ;  (8)  act  9  as 
to  the  measure  of  salt  in  Montrose  ;  (9)  act  15  as  to  trade  and  navigation  ; 
(10)  act  1 6  as  to  the  conservator ;  (11)  act  17  as  to  the  port  of  Blacknes  ;  (12) 
act  18  as  to  measures  of  the  ell,  reall,  and  foot ;  (13)  act  33  as  to  trading  with 
France  and  England  ;  (14)  act  23  as  to  revising  the  burghs*  books  ;  (15)  act  20  as 
to  common  land  of  Queensferrie  ;  and  (16)  act  21  as  to  Borroustounes. 


Brichano, 
gildrio. 


Dumbar  har- 
borie. 


Anchrom 
ridgo. 


6  July  1666. 

17.  The  commissioners,  considering  that  the  remit  contained  in  the  23d  act 
of  last  general  convention,  "  did  take  no  effect,"  gave  power  and  commission  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  burghs  of  Peartli,  Dundie,  Aberdaine,  Montrose  and  Couper 
in  Fyfe  to  meet  at  Breichen  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September  next,  to  hear 
parties  and  consider  the  original  rights  of  the  burgh,  and  to  determine  the  differ- 
ences between  parties  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  magistrates  and  council. 

18.  Forasmuch  as  the  brught  of  Dumbar  did  obtaine  ane  act  of 
privie  counsell  for  the  voluntar  contribution  touards  the  repairing  of  thair 
harborie,  and  the  convention  being  informed  that  seuerall  of  the  bnights 
had  yet  made  no  contribution  for  that  effect,  and  being  sufficientlie  con- 
vinced of  the  necessitie  thairof,  doe  thairfoir  earnestlie  recomend  the  saids 
brughts  that  they  make  thair  collection  and  pay  in  the  same  with  all 
convenient  speed  to  such  persons  as  the  said  brught  of  Dumbar  shall 
appoynt  for  receaveing  the  same. 

The  lyke  act  for  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  anent  the  reparatioun  of  the 
bridge  of  Anchrom. 


Agent,  1 9.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extending 

accomptis.        ^^  £2227  2s. 

Pearth,  Qucns-         20.   The  present  comissioneris  of  burroues  grants  thair  consent  and 

forHng.  ""^      approbatioun   to  the  brught  of  Pearth  for  setting  out  of  thair  millnes, 

fishings,  and  Inches  to  the  best  availl  for  the  behoove  of  thair  comon  good, 

for  the  space  of  three;  six,  or  nyn  ycares  as  they  shall  find  fitt  occasion;  as 
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also  gives  pouer  and  warrand  to  the  brught  of  Quensferrie  for  setting  Edinburgh. 

furth  of  there  comon  moore  to  the  best  availl  for  the  increase  of  thair  — ^ '. — 

comon  good  for  the  space  of  nyntein  yeare,  and  also  gives  warrand  to  the  ferrieTbum"* 
brught  of  Dumferling  for  setting  furth  of  thair  comoun  landis  and  muire  ^^^^fir- 
to  the  best  availl  and  increase  of  thair  comon  good  for  the  space  of  fyftein 
yeares. 

21.  Granted   exemptions  to   the  burghs  of   Forfar,   Rutherglen,    Ranfrew,  Exemptions. 
Cromartie,  and  Anstruther  Wester  to  abide  from  all  conventions  for  the  space  of 

five  years  on  the  usual  conditions. 

22.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  to  be  held  at  Nixt  oonven- 
Edinburgh  in  July  next. 

23.  Appointed  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  call  a  particular  convention,  when  Particular  con- 
they  shall  find  occasion,  to  reason  and  conclude  upon  all  business  relating  to  the  ^©i*^®^* 
estate  of  burghs. 

Particuiar  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh. 

3  December  1667.  1M7~""'^ 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch  and  John  Somer- 
vell ;  Dundie,  John  Kinloch  ;  Stirling,  Alexander  Jack  ;  Linlithgow, 
Robert  Miln  ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  Thomas  Knight ; 
Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cobi-ain ;  Kirkaldie,  John  Whyt ;  Monros, 
John  Ochterlony;  Bruntilland,  Dauid  Seatoun;  Pettinweim,  George 
Russell ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitchelhill ;  Queinsferie,  Archibald  Wilsone. 
[No  commissioners  from  twelve  burghs]. 

5  December  1667. 

1.  Sir  Andrew   Ramsay,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  present  comissioners  of  the  burrows  taking  to  ther  consider-  Grivanoes  of 
atione  the  severall  grivances  of  the  royall  burrows  quhich  ar  humblie  bi:^^. 
offerred  to  the  lords  comissioneris  of  his  Majestie  thesaurie  and  the 
remanent  lords  of  his  Majesties  exchequer,  wheranent  they  desyre  such 
ane  redress  and  remedie  as  shall  be  fund  consistand  with  his  Majesties 
interest,  the  libbertie  and  freedome  of  trads,  the  good,  weilfair,  and  happines 
of  the  royall  borrows 
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EDIVBrRGH. 
6  December 
1667. 


the  royal 
burroirif. 


Wheras  his  sacred  Majestie  foUoweing  the  example  of  his  roy all  pre- 
decessoris  hes  bein  gratiouslie  pleased  to  declair  by  seuerall  acts  of  his 
OriTMicefi  of  lait  parliament  his  royall  intentione  and  desyre  to  promote  and  advance 
the  interest  of  navigatione  and  the  tread  and  merchandice  of  this  his 
ancient  kingdome,  and  the  conventione  of  burrows  being  now  met,  con- 
forme  to  ther  ancient  rights  and  priveledges,  to  treat  and  consult  tuching 
the  comone  good  and  profeit  of  that  estait  and  the  enterest  and  libbertie 
of  tnule  and  merchandice,  which  being  now  vnder  ther  present  considera- 
tiouno  they  doe  humblie  conceave  the  same  to  be  highlie  concerned  and 
prejudged  in  the  particulars  folio weing,  and  which  being  grivances  of  no 
les  import  then  the  mine  and  subversione  of  trade  and  merchandice  and 
consequentlie  of  the  estait  of  royall  burroues,  they  doe  with  all  sub- 
missione  represent  the  same  to  your  lordships  that  such  remedies  may  be 
prescrywed  and  resolved  wpone  as  shall  be  suiteable  to  the  exegence  of 
the  caice  and  agreeable  to  ther  libberties  and  priveledges  grantit  to  them 
by  his  Majestic  and  his  predecessores  and  confirmed  by  seuerall  laws  and 
acts  of  parliament  of  this  kingdome. 

In  the  first,  the  royall  burrowes  doe  humblie  represent  as  ane 
vnsupportable  grivance  the  imposition  of  fyftie  solze  per  tun  vpon  the 
ships  of  this  kingdome  arryveing  in  France,  which  being  contndr  to  the 
vndoubtit  libberties  and  priveleidges  of  this  kingdome  conteined  in  the 
ancient  leagues  concludit  betuixt  the  crownes  of  Scotland  and  France  and 
heirlherto  inviolablie  observed  till  of  lait,  it  is  humblie  creaved  that  your 
lordship  wold  represent  the  same  to  his  sacred  Majestie  as  such  and  that 
his  Majestie  may  be  graciouslie  pleased  to  take  notice  therof  and  to 
comissionat  some  persone  of  honour  of  this  natione  to  interpose  with  the 
Frence  king  for  taking  of  the  same. 

In  the  nixt  place,  they  humblie  represent  as  a  grevance  the  lait  im- 
positione  of  tuelv  pound  vpone  euerie  boll  of  forran  salt  to  be  importit 
vnto  this  kingdome  which  as  it  is  prejudiciall  to  his  Majesties  customs 
and  excyse  so  lykvayes  to  the  interest  of  the  royall  borrows,  ther  libbertie 
of  trade  and  navigatione,  and  vther  ther  highest  and  most  [important] 
priveledges,  as  is  cleirlie  evicted  from  the  reasones  followeing : 

(1.)  Becaus  it  doeth  so  burdine  the  importe  of  forraigne  salt  that 
any  trade  therof  most  prove  verie  inconsiderable  and  vnprofitable  and 
vpon  the  matter  non  at  all,  and  the  same  is  evidentlie  prejudiciall  to  the 
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incres   and    floorishing    of  navigatione,    it  being  weill   knowne  to  any  f^^^^S* 
versant  in  matters  of  trade  that  it  is  vsuall  for  maisters  of  shipps  and  1667. 


mariners  to  carie  ships  from  this  kingdome  aither  without  any  loadining  Gnvances  of 
at  all  or  at  leist  without  receaveing  any  fraught  therfor,  vpon  the  hops  rowi?^*  ^ 
and  expectatione  of  a  good  fraught  homeward,  wherin  if  they  wer  dis- 
appointit,  as  oft  tymes  they  are,  ther  constant  and  knowen  remeidie  wes 
to  loadin  ther  ships  with  salt  at  Rotchal,  which  wes  ane  cheap  and  easie 
loadeniug,  wherby  they  made  ther  returne  with  some  advantage  and 
profeit,  of  which  being  now  depryved  by  this  impositione  it  is  imposable 
that  they  wold  hazard  abroad  vpon  the  expectatione  of  a  fraught  home- 
ward and  so  most  remaine  vnimployed  and  the  merchants  most  of  neces- 
sitie  mak  vse  of  forraigne  bottomis,  and  that  being  justlie  declaired  vnlau- 
fuU  wher  the  comodities  ar  not  the  product  and  grouth  of  the  places 
from  whence  they  come  it  is  euident  that  the  decay  of  navigatione  and 
trade  and  the  heavie  prejudice  of  all  persones  concerned  in  aither  of 
them  ar  the  naturall  and  necessar  consequences  of  this  impositione. 

(2.)  Wndir  the  pretence  of  this  impositione,  wher  forraigne  salt  shall  be 
imported  for  the  fishings,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  fermerers  and 
others  interessed  in  the  custome  to  exact  from  the  merchant,  makers 
and  currers  of  fishes,  souerties,  bands,  oaths  and  others,  that  they  shall 
imploy  the  said  salt  wpon  fishings,  and  then  to  wex  and  trouble  them  for 
alleidged  contrauentions,  and  vtherways  imploing  the  salt  imported  to 
ther  great  incumbrance  and  disturbance  of  ther  trade,  so  that  the  excep- 
tione  of  forraigne  salt  for  the  vse  of  fishes  from  the  said  impositione  will 
be  rendered  altogither  elusarie,  the  merchand  being  necessitate  reather  to 
forbear  altogither  the  importing  of  the  said  salt  then  to  mak  himselff 
lyable  to  such  intangleing  sutes  and  incumbrances  which  how  prejudiciall 
it  will  be  not  onlie  to  the  merchands  and  traders  bot  to  all  persones  in- 
teressed in  the  fishing  of  this  kingdome  will  easilie  appear. 

(3.)  No  vessells  that  goes  to  the  lUands  of  Barbadous  or  any  other 
place  beyond  the  lyne  can  have  libbertie  to  mak  vse  of  forraigne  salt  to 
salt  thair  beefi"  with,  it  being  the  comoditie  that  is  most  vsefuU  and 
necessar  for  thes  pairts,  and  which  will  vndoubtedlie  rot  and  spoill  befor 
it  goe  beyond  the  lyn  if  it  be  not  salted  with  inland  salt,  so  that  of 
necessitie  our  merchands  most  aither  send  ther  vessells  to  Irland  for  the 
saraen  or  then  leave  of  that  trade. 
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Edinburgh.  (4.)  As  the  said  impositione  is  highlie  prejudicial!  to  the  libbertie  of 

1667.^^™  ^^  royall  burrows  and  the  interest  of  trad,  so  lykwayes  to  the  interest  of 

Grivances  of  Hiany  thousands  of  the   subjects  of  this  kingdome,  for  it  being  known 

the  royal  bur-  ypono  experience  that  the  inland  salt  is  onlie  maid  in  few  places  and  that 

rowis.  .7  .  .  . 

in  the  midle  of  the  kingdome  the  samen  is  not  of  that  consistance  as  it 
can  be  caried  or  transported  to  other  places  of  the  kingdome  of  any  re- 
mote distance,  bot  when  the  season  is  aither  rainie  or  windie  the  said  salt 
does  disolve  and  become  vseles,  whereby  many  wholl  tracts  of  the  more  re- 
mote contreys,  if  this  impositione  of  forraigne  salt  should  continow,  most 
neids  for  want  therof  be  redacted  to  great  extremities  which  vndoubtitlie 
his  sacred  Maiestie  will  vpone  dew  informatione  think  just  to  prevent 

(5.)  Wndir  the  pretence  of  this  impositione  the  lait  taxmen  of  the 
custome  and  excyse  did  extend  ther  right  and  power  to  all  forraigne  salt 
takin  from  the  enemies  of  his  Majestic  in  the  lait  warrs,  and  which  wes 
laufullie  adjudged  pryce,  wheras  all  other  comodities  which  wer  laufullie 
adjudged  wer  conforme  to  the  law  and  practique  of  this  kingdome  frie 
of  all  custome,  impost,  and  excyse,  and  ther  is  no  exceptione  of  forraigne 
salt  so  apprehendit  more  then  of  other  comodities  such  as  wyne,  etc.,  bot 
quhat  the  said  tacksmen  assumed  to  themselfs  without  any  warrand,  and 
that  notwithstanding  the  King  and  admirall  had  receaved  ther  tents  and 
fyfteints  of  the  said  salt  no  les  nor  for  other  pryce  goods,  and  therfore  the 
said  tacksmen  ought  to  restore  what  money  or  bands  he  hes  receaved  for 
the  same,  and  decist  from  taking  any  more  in  tyme  comeing. 

(6.)  The  effect  of  the  said  impositione  is  nothing  els  bot  the  monopol- 
izing of  the  wholle  salt,  alsweill  inland  as  forraigne,  and  consequentlie  of 
the  wholle  fishings  of  Scotland,  in  respect  it  is  cleer  that  this  imposi- 
tione wes  privatelie  procured  from  his  Majestic  by  those  who  have  in- 
hansed  all  or  at  leist  the  far  greater  pairt  of  the  inland  salt,  the  pryce 
quhairof  since  the  said  impositione  is  by  them  daylie  more  and  more 
raised,  being  now  secure  from  all  importatioune  of  forraigne  salt  bot 
quhat  shall  be  importit  be  themself,  and  therfor  this  impositione  being  a 
cleer  monopolie  is  to  be  looked  wpone  by  the  laws  of  this  and  all  other 
kingdomes  as  odious  in  itself  and  ane  incroachement  wpone  the  libertie 
of  the  subject. 

(7.)  The   royall   borrowes  and  merchants  of  this   kingdome  haveing 


rowis. 
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formerlie  enjoyed  by  old  and  ancient  priveledges  als  full  and  inteir  libertie  Edinburgh. 
of  trade  within  the  kingdome  of  France  as  the  natives  thairof,  and  quhich  \^f^^^^ 
being  onlie  laitlie  impared  by  the  forsaid  impositione  wpon  ther  ships  of  Qrivances  of 
fiftie  solze  per  tun,  the  royall  borrowes  had  more  then  probable  confi-  theroyail  bur- 
dence,  by  the  interpositione  of  his  sacred  Majestie,  wpon  representatioune 
of  ther  priviledges,  to  obteine  the  samen  redressed,  wheras  if  the  imposi- 
tione of  forraigne  salt  continow  not  onlie  no  such  thing  can  be  expected 
or  hoped  for  but  it  is  more  than  presumable  that  the  ships  and  goods  of 
this  kingdome  shall  be  daylie  burdened  with  the  greater  impositiones  to 
the  prejudice  and  ruine  of  trade,  and  apparent  loss  and  forfalter  of  their 
maney  and  great  priviledges  wherinto  this  kingdome  and  subjects  therof 
have  vndoubtit  right  in  those  pairts. 

The  conventione  of  borrowes  represents  as  a  grivance  the  comissione 
given  to  David  Weemes  for  vplifting  the  penalties  conteined  in  the 
fourtie  third  act  of  the  first  sessione  of  parliament  anent  the  regulateing 
the  breed  of  lining  cloath,  at  leist  as  the  said  comissione  is  mad  vse  of 
be  him  and  his  deputs,  for  wheras  the  expres  words  of  the  said  act  doe 
discharge  and  prohibite  all  wyvers  to  make  any  lining  cloath  of  ten 
shilling  the  eln  or  above  vnder  the  breed  of  ane  elne  and  tuo 
inches,  and  that  under  the  paine  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of 
fourtein  dayes  and  tuentie  four  pounds  Scotts  for  each  fait  to  be 
payit  to  the  magistrats  of  burghes,  shereiflfs  of  shyres,  lords  of  regalities, 
and  barrones  within  ther  respectiue  bounds,  and  confiscation  of  the  cloath 
to  be  to  the  vse  of  the  discoverers,  yet  contrar  to  the  said  expres  words 
of  the  act  the  said  Dauid  Weimes  doeth  connive  and  vnderhand  agree 
with  the  saids  wyvers  in  manifest  defraud  therof,  and  doeth  daylie 
trouble  and  molest  the  merchant  traders  in  lining  cloath  at  ther  publict 
mercats  and  in  goeing  to  and  from  the  same,  seasing  and  breaking  vp 
ther  packs  and  carieing  avay  ther  lining  cloath,  to  ther  great  prejudice 
and  loss  and  obstructione  of  ther  trade  in  that  particuUar  which  is  ane 
of  the  native  and  cheeflf  comodities  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  notwith- 
standing that  the  saids  magistrats  of  burghes  haue  bein  and  are  still 
willing  to  give  him  all  dew  concurrance  and  assistance  in  puting  the  said 
act  to  executione  according  to  the  treu  intent  and  purpoise  therof  ;  and 
in  regaird  the  said  Dauid  Weims  hes  vpon  generall  lettres  charged 
severall  merchand  traders  and  intends  maliciouslie  to  charge  others,  that 

4  F 
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Edinburgh,      therfor  your  lordships  may  be  pleased  to  recomend  to  the  lords  of  secret 
1667.  counsell  and  sessione  that  they  may  pas  a  generaU  suspensione  discharge- 

Grivances  of     ing  all  fofder  puting  the  saids  generall  lettres  to  forder  executione,  and 
rowiau^      ^  ^^  saids  comissioneris  of  borrowes  recomends  to  the  agent  to  prosecute 
the  said  busines. 

6  December  1667. 
Agent  accomp-         3^  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending 
to  £2347,  6s.  Scots. 

4.  Ordained  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  in  defending 
an  action  against  them  by  John  Boswell  of  Optoun  "  anent  the  defiilcatione  of 
the  cesse  and  other  publict  burdins.'' 

Campheor,  [5.  Anent  the  supplication  presented  by  Robert  Sandilandis,  cautioner 

(^MedTfactors  ^^^r  the  deceased  Richard  Weir,  factor  in  Campheir,  and  others,  his  relatives, 
estate.  complaining  that  his  estate  was  seized  upon  by  some  persons  in  Campheir 

without  inventory  thereof  being  given  up  to  the  conservator,  the  com- 
missioners ordained  the  following  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  magistrates  of 
Campheir  : — ]  Much  honored, — Being  informed  on  the  behalf  of  the 
cautioners  of  the  deceist  Richard  Weir,  factor  in  Campheer,  and  of  his 
relationes  in  Scotland,  that  the  personall  and  reall  estaite  of  the  said 
Richard  is  wnwarrantablie  seased  wpon  be  some  persones  wnder  your 
jurisdictione  without  inventar  therof  given  vp  to  the  lord  conservatour  or 
his  deputs  or  certifieing  them  tymouslie  of  the  right  disposeing  of  the 
same,  conforme  to  the  custome  and  practise  in  the  lyk  caices  of  deceaseing 
Scottish  factors,  wherby  we  conceave  prejudice  may  aryse  to  those  con- 
cerned in  his  affaires,  thairfore  we  find  it  incumbent  to  wb  to  represent 
the  premissis  in  generall  and  to  desyre  that  ye  wold  give  yowr  best  con- 
currance  and  indeavours  to  the  lord  conservatour  or  his  deputs  to  sie  this 
disalowable  intromissione  redressed  and  the  defuncts  estaite  restored  to 
the  same  conditione  it  wes  the  tyme  of  his  decease,  that  no  pairt  therof 
may  be  imbezilled  bot  all  may  be  improwen  to  the  best  auaill  for  the 
benefite  and  securitie  of  all  persones  interessed,  and  to  this  intent  we  haue 
by  comissione  authorized  the  lord  conservatour  and  his  deputs  to  represent 
to  yow  the  particullar  grivances  and  prejudices  relaiting  to  those  affisdres, 
that  by  yowr  assistance  the  same  may  be  repaired  and  justice  done  therin^ 
wherof  we  expect  a  speedie  and  satisfactorie  accompt  from  him,  being 
confident  ye  will  be  carefull  that  no  such  corrupt  seasure  on  ScotUsh- 
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mens  estaits,  especiallie  factoures,  without  the  lord  conservatour  or  his  Edinburgh. 
deputs  particullar  notice  and  concurrance,  be  comittit  heirefter,  wherby  ye  1667. 
shall  ingadge  ws  to  keep  good  correspondence  with  yow  and  to  doe  the  Campheer, 
lyk  justice  in  any  caices  ye  shall  recomend  to  ws,  that  therby  we  may  ^Mod^actora 
prove  ourselfg,  much  honored,  yowr  faithfull  freinds  and  servands.     This  ©state, 
lettre  read  in  presence  of  the  conventione  and  approven. 

The  conventione  recomends  to  Sir  William  Davidson,  lord  conservatour, 
to  deill  with  the  magistrats  of  Campheer  for  redres  of  the  grivances  aboue 
writtin,  and  that  he  be  carefuU  that  no  such  unjust  seasure  be  maid  wpon 
the  goods  of  Scottishmen  or  factours  in  tyme  cumeing, 

7  December  1667. 

6.  The  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  produceit  ane  lettere  from  the  magis-  Letter  from 
trats  of  Campveer,  directit  to  the  comissioners  of  borrows  of  Scotland,  of  Can^^^*" 
which  being  read  in  the  conventione  they  appointit  the  samen  to  be 
insertit  in  ther  register,  whereof  the  tenor  folio wes  : — Nobilissimi  et 
amplissimi  viri,  amici  magni  et  perdilecti :  Quemadmodum  sancte  testari 
ac  profiteri  possumus  coram  summo  Deo,  cujus  vigil  oculus  precordia 
nostra  lustrat  et  scrutatur,  nihil  nobis  seque  durum  et  acerbum  accidere 
potuisse,  quam  luctuosum  et  detestabile  bellum,  nescimus  quo  fato,  inter 
potentissimum  Magne  Britanie  regem  et  Rempublicam  nostram  exortum ; 
ita  exultamus  gaudio  et  gratias  immortales  agimus  supremo  numini,  quod 
celesti  suo  favore  et  dementia,  post  tot  belli  calamitates  et  diras  homi- 
num  lanienas,  iterum  nobis  affulgeat  diu  desiderata  pacis  scerenitas :  libet 
repetere,  quod  semel  diximus,  exultamus  gaudio  et  clara  voce  exclamamus, 
ViVAT  Jehova  :  Adhsec,  si  quid  vota  valent,  ex  imis  sensibus  precamur 
sit  inter  nos,  qui  vnum  Deum,  vnam  fidem  veneramur  et  colimus,  pax  pia, 
pax  honesta  in  eterna  duratura;  jungantur  dextre  fidei  sacre  ;  simus  fratres 
in  Christo;  simus  boni  socii  et  vicini ;  abeant  in  morboniam  qui  inter  nos 
dissinium  volunt :  deleatur  ex  animo  fideli  amnestia  omnis  oSensarum 
memoria.  Si  capimur  laureis  et  triumphis,  si  pruritus  est  militaris  gloria, 
agedum  instituamus  novum  preliandi  genus,  et  post  hac  pugnemus  fortiter 
vter  alterum  officiis  et  amicitia  magis  vincat :  illic  et  seges  et  materies  et 
vberrimelaudis;  illic  virtutis  campus  fateit  [pateat]:  tam  pulchrum  tarn  pre- 
clarum  certamen  spectabit  ad  salutem  et  comodum  subditonim  ad  famam 
gloriosam  erit  et  ad  conscientie  solidam  quietem  effica[ci]ssimum.  Hisce  pro- 
missis  nostrarum  partium  putavimus  ad  supradictum  bellum  classicum  can- 
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EniNDUROH,     ere,  vosque  quam  officiosissime  roffare  et  invitare  vt  civitatem  nostram.  hinc 

1C67.  immemonali  tempore  emporium  Scoticum  fuit,  navibus  vestns  et  merci- 

LottoTfrom      moiiiiH  itnim  frcquentare  dignemini ;  certi,  quod  vos  omni  humanitatis  et 

of  Ca!muvo^^^    bencvolcntic  geuero  simua  excepturi;  nee  vnquam  per  nos  stabit  quominus 

mutua   pacta   et    conventa    religiose    observentur.        Haec   vti    pure    et 

candido  affeetu  poUicemur,  per  Deum  optimum  maximum,  ex  intimo  cordis 

penetrali   obsecramur,  vt  nos,  tranquillo  et  felici  rerum  statu  florentes, 

qua  anima,  quo  corpore  sospitare  velit.     Valete.  Datum  Verie  Zclandia, 

ipsis  calendis  Septembris,  anno  1667.      Vestri  ad  quequinque  [quequidem] 

officia  paratissimi,  consules,  scabini  et  consiliarii  predicte  civitatis;  et  horum 

special!  mandate,  hec  literae  publico  sigiUo  comunite  et  per  me  civitatis 

Syndicum  subscriptae  sunt.       Sic  subscribitur  Paulus  Andreas  van   der 

Meulen. 

Most  noble  and  honourable,  and  our  great  and  well  beloved  friends,  whereas  we 
can  holily  testify  and  declare  before  God  most  high,  whose  watchful  eye  sees  and 
searches  our  hearts,  that  nothing  could  have  happened  so  hard  and  unpleasant 
to  us  as  the  mournful  and  detestable  war  that  arose,  we  wot  not  by  what  fete, 
between  the  most  potent  King  of  Great  Britain  and  our  Commonwealth  ;  so  do 
we  exult  with  joy,  and  render  never  ending  thanks  to  God  supreme,  that  by  his 
heavenly  favour  and  clemency  now,  after  so  many  calamities  of  war  and  dreadful 
butcheries  of  men,  the  serenity  of  peace  long  wished  for  again  shines  forth  upon 
us.     Let  us  repeat,  what  we  have  said  before,  we  exult  with  joy  and  with  cheer- 
ful voice  exclaim,  Praise  to  Jehovah.     Further,  if  prayers  be  of  any  avail,  from 
our  inmost  soul  we  pray  that  between  us  who  worship  and  revere  one  God  and 
one  faith  there  may  be  a  godly  peace,  an  honorable  peace,  that  will  endure  for 
ever.     Let  us  claap  the  right  hand  of  holy  faith  ;  let  us  be  brothers  in  Christ  j 
let  us  be  good  comrades  and  neighbours  ;  let  them  who  wish  discord  between  us 
go  to  destruction.     Let  all  recollection  of  offences  be  blotted  from  our  hearts 
with  unfeigned  forgiveness.     If  we  be  captivated  with  laurels  and  triumphs,  if 
there  be  an  itch  for  military  glory,  come  let  us  begin  a  new  kind  of  warfere, 
and  henceforward  strive  earnestly  which  of  us  shall  prove  most  victorious  in  deeds  of 
kindness  and  friendship.     There  is  the  harvest  and  crop  of  the  richest  glory  : 
there  lies  the   field  of  valour.     So  fair  and  glorious  a  contest  will  tend  to  the 
weal  and  benefit  of  the  lieges,  and  be  most  effectual  to  win  a  glorious  fame,  and 
a  solid  peace  of  conscience.     With  these  observations  premised  on  our  side,  we 
have  thought  it  fit  to  sound  the  trumpet  to  the  aforesaid  war  ;  and  to  ask  and 
invite  you  in  the  most  cordial  manner  to  condescend  again  to  frequent  with  your 
ships  and  merchandise,  our  city,  which  from  time  immemorial  has  been  the  Scot- 
tish staple  port :   being  assured  that  ye  shall  be  received  with  all  kind  of  civility 
and  good  will  ;    nor  shall  it  ever  be  our  fault,  that  our  mutual  leagues  and 
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treaties  are  not  scrupulously  fulfilled.     As  we  promise  this  out  of  a  pure  and  Edinburgh. 
sincere  affection,  from  the  innermost  recesses  of  our  hearts,  we  beseech  almighty  1^57^™  ^^ 

God,  that  it  may  be  his  will  for  us  to  receive  you  as  guests  in  a  tranquil  and  7-77 — 

happy  state,  flourishing  alike  in  soul  and  body.     Farewell.  the  magistrate 

Given  at  Vere  in  Zealand,  the  1st  of  October,  the  year  1667.     Yours  in  all  <>'  Campveer. 
service,  the  Burgomastera,   Magistrates,  and  Councillors,  and  by  their  special 
mandate,  these  letters  are  sealed  with  the  public  seal,  and  subscribed  by  me  the 
Syndic  of  the  city.     Sic  subacribitury 

Paul  Andrew  van  peb  Meulen. 

The  conventione  appoints  ane  lettere  of  thanks  to  be  returned  to  the  Answer  from 
magistrats  of  Campveer,  whereof  the  tenor  followes  : — Amplissimi  et  to^he  town  of 
spectatissimi  viri  amici  nostri  dignissimi,  pergratse  omnino  nobis  semper  Campveer. 
fuerunt  literae  vestrse,  nunc  vero  presertim  gratissime,  atque  eo  gratiores, 
quod  turn  singularem  et  pium  quendam  vestrum  dolorem  de  calamitoso  et 
funesto  illo  bello,  quod  ante  biennium  inter  regem  nostrum  augustissimum 
et  illustrissimos  Belgii  vestri  federati  ordines  exarsit,  tum  etiam  non 
minus  conspicuam  et  gratam  vestram  de  bello  illo  felicissime  nunc  compos- 
ite divinae  benignitatis  et  clementise  predicationem  tam  candidam  tarn 
liberalem  appertissime  prae  se  ferant ;  ac  simul  etiam  ardentissima  vestra 
vota,  vt  pacis  author.  Deus,  paeem  banc  utrisque  nostrum  posterisque 
nostris  in  vnitate  fidei  tum  in  Deum  gloriosum,  tum  erga  nos  invicem,  non 
sopita  tantum  sed  penitus  extincta  omni  per  id  bellum  injuriarum  record- 
atione  velit  esse  perpetuam :  neque  his  contenti,  provocetis  ad  novum 
belli  genus  ipsa  etiam  pace  longe  optabilius,  ut  suavi  amoris  ac  benevo- 
lencise  certamine  contendamus,  utri  al teres  effectu  et  oflSciis  superemus. 
Ecce  sponsionem  banc  accipimus  et  Iseti  in  arenam  vobiscum  jam  nunc 
descendentes  poUicemur,  nos  nisi  victores  nuncquam  arma  posituroa. 
Curemus  sequam  vtrique  partem,  nos  vt  vincamus,  vos  ne  vincamini, 
vos  classicum  cecinistis,  nos  receptui  nunquam  canemus.  Hinc  vtrique  rem 
cum  laude  peragemus.  Nosque  primi  periculum  faciemus  humunitatis 
et  equitatis  vestrae,  et  quod  est,  ni  fallimur,  etiam  oflBcii,  ne  scilicet,  permit- 
tatis  defunctorum  apud  vos  mercatorum,  aut  rerum  nostrarum  ibi  procura- 
torum  bona,  distrahi  et  deripi,sine  noticia  aut  consensu  domini  conservatoris 
aut  deputatorum  ejus;  quod  in  bonis  defuncti  Richardi  Weir  nuper 
accedisse,  non  sine  stupore,  mandavimus:  sed  hac  de  re  fusius  alia  epistola 
ad    dominationes    vestras    scripsimus,   nostrumque    de   ea  sensum  vobis 
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Edinburgh,     plenius  comunicabit  dorainus  Gulielmus  Davidsone,  nostrorum  in  Belgio 
1667.^^™  ^^^     vestro  privilegiorum  conservator. 


Answer  from 
tho  borrowis  to 
the  town  of 
Campveor. 


Camp  veer, 
llottordamo. 


Most  honourable  and  worshipful,  and  our  most  worthy  friends,  your  letters 
have  always  been  very  acceptable  to  us,  and  they  are  now  especially  so,  and  so 
much  the  more  pleasing  inasmuch  as  they  very  plainly  convey  both  your  par- 
ticular and  pious  regret  for  that  calamitous  and  deadly  war  which  two  years  ago 
raged  between  our  most  august  King  and  the  most  illustrious  states  of  your  United 
Netherlands,  and  also  your  no  less  evident  and  grateful  observations  on  the  divine 
clemency  and  favour,  so  candid  and  liberal,  in  the  settlement  of  that  war  now 
most  happily  ended  ;  and  also  at  the  same  time  your  most  ardent  wishes  that 
God,  the  author  of  peace,  may  be  pleased  to  make  this  peace  perpetual  to  both 
of  us,  and  to  our  posterity  in  the  unity  of  faith,  to  the  God  of  glory,  and  to  eadi 
other,  all  memory  of  the  injuries  done  through  that  war  being  not  merely  laid  to 
sleep  but  utterly  extinguished.  Nor  content  with  this,  you  challenge  us  to  a 
new  kind  of  warfare,  far  more  desirable  even  than  peace  itself,  that  we  should 
contend  in  a  pleasant  contest  of  love  and  goodwill,  which  of  us  may  surpass  the 
other  in  affection  and  deeds  of  kindness.  Lo  we  accept  this  challenge,  and  now 
gladly  descending  into  the  arena  with  you,  we  promise  that  unless  victorious  we 
shall  never  lay  down  our  arms.  Let  our  objects  be  like,  ours  to  overcome,  yours 
not  to  be  overcome ;  ye  have  sounded  the  trumpet,  we  shall  never  sound  a  retreat. 
Hence  we  shall  both  act  with  reputation.  And  we  shall  be  the  first  to  make 
proof  of  your  civility  and  justice,  and  which  is  also,  unless  we  mistake  it>  part  of 
your  duty,  to  wit,  that  ye  will  not  allow  the  goods  of  merchants  deceased  with 
you,  or  of  procurators  of  our  business  there,  to  be  distrained  and  carried  off,  with- 
out tlie  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  lord  conservator  or  his  deputies:  which,  to  our 
amazement,  we  have  been  informed  has  lately  ha  j)pened  to  the  goods  of  the  deceased 
Richard  Weir.  But  we  have  written  more  largely  of  that  concern  in  another  letter 
to  your  worships,  and  Sir  William  Davidson,  conservator  of  our  privil^^es  in  the 
Netherlands,  will  more  fully  communicate  to  you  our  sense  of  that  proceeding. 

7.  The  conventione  being  informed  that  some  difference  is  rysin 
bctuixt  Robert  Audersone  in  Oampveer,  depute  to  the  lord  conservator, 
and  Thomas  Burnet,  merchant  in  Rotterdame,  doe  appoint  the  clerk  to 
writt  a  lettre  to  the  said  Thomas  in  thair  names  that  he  carie  himself 
modestlie  and  descreetlie,  and  showeing  him  that  the  stapl  port  is  still  at 
Campveer  and  that  the  nixt  meiting  of  the  borrows,  which  is  to  be  within 
two  monthcs,  will  then  declair  thair  resolitione  in  that  particullar,  and 
that  in  the  mcin  tyme  he  mak  ane  suteable  redres  for  the  injuries  done 
by  him  to  the  said  Robert  Andersone. 


con- 
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8.  The  conventione  in  regard  of  the  many  weightie   affairs   which  Edinburgh; 
neirlie  conceme  the  royall  borrows,  parti  cuUarlie  the  setting  of  the  staple  lee?!^"^ 
port,  the  impositione  of  the  50  soke,  and  that  of  12  pound  wpon  the  boll  oeneraU 
of  forraigne  salt,  and  vplifting  of  the  penalties  wpon  lining  cloath,  all  ^entione. 
which  require  a  speedy  dispatch,  thinks  fitt  that  a  generall  conventione 
meitt  at  Edinburgh  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  nixt,  and  appointsl  etters 
to  be  writtin  to  the  severall  burghes  for  that  eflfect  and  for  reveising  the 
generall  missive  quhich  wes  last  sent  to  the  saids  burghes. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edikbuboh. 

'  8  March  1668. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch,  and  John  Somer- 
vell ;  Pearth,  Patrik  Threepland  ;  Dundie,  John  Kinloch ;  Abirdein, 
Maister  Robert  Pettrie ;  Stirling,  James  Stevinsone ;  Linlithgow,  Alex- 
ander Milne  ;  St  Andrews,  James  Weymes  ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone; 
Air,  William  Cunyngham ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  James  Cockburne ; 
Dysert,  William  Simpsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyt ;  Monros,  Robert 
Tailzour  ;  Couper,  John  Barcley  ;  Dumfreis,  James  Kennan  ;  Bruntilland, 
Dawid  Seatoun ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennet ;  Kinghorne,  Robert 
Cunyngham ;  Brichan,  John  Jamiesone  ;  Irving,  Robert  Cunyngham  ; 
Jedburgh,  Andrew  Ainsley ;  Dumfermling,  Peter  Walker ;  Dumbartoun, 
John  Cunyngham ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder ;  Elgin,  James  Calder ; 
Bamff,  William  Galloway  ;  Naime,  John  Fyff ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Wood ; 
Sanquhair,  Robert  Carmichell ;  Queenisferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;  Kin- 
toir,  Maister  James  Keith ;  Innerurie,  James  Skein.  [No  commissions 
from  thirty-one  other  burghs]. 

3  March  1668. 

1.  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for   Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  Hours  of  meeting  appointed  to  be  from  nine  till  twelve,  and  fi:om  three  Houria  of  meit- 
till  six.     Same  regulations  as  formerly  as  to  attendance,  speaking,  and  voting.       ^' 

3.  The  commissioners  approved  of  the  draught  of  a  paper  to  be  given  in  to  Foreign  salt, 
the  exchequer  as  to  the  imposition  of  foreign  salt,  and  directed  it  to  be  presented 

by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  commissioners  of  Pearth,  Dundie, 
Aberdein,  Stirling,  and  Glasgow. 
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Edinbuhoh. 
3  March  1668. 

Commifwion- 
ers,  Brichane. 

Imposition  on 
foods  to  and 
from  Franco. 


Custome  on 
plaiding. 


Comon  post. 


4.  There  being  two  commissioners  presented  by  Brichane,  the  commissionera 
"  forbear  the  discussing  of  the  validietie  of  ather  of  the  saids  comissiones  and  dis- 
chargis  ther  sitting  with  the  remanent  comissioners  of  borrowes  at  this  tjme  till 
farder  considemtione." 

5.  The  commissioners  ordained  that  so  soon  as  a  convenient  and  fit  person 
of  honour  should  be  found  to  negotiate  for  taking  away  the  imposition  of  **  fifbie 
solze  "  on  the  tun  of  all  goods  imported  and  exported  to  and  from  France,  a  par- 
ticular convention  should  empower  him  to  do  so,  and  pay  him  20,000  merks 
after  the  imposition  is  taken  oC 

4  March  1668. 

6.  Ordained  the  agent  to  complain  to  the  exchequer  of  ''  ane  double  custome 
exacted  wpone  the  eln  of  plaiding  abone  what  wes  exacted  of  before  past  all 
memorie  of  man  till  of  laite  for  some  few  yeires." 

7.  The  commissioners  appointed  Andrew  M'Cur,  son  of  the  deceased  Andrew 
M'Cur,  their  late  general  post,  *'  to  be  thair  comon  post  and  for  making  of  all  ther 
comone  wameing  and  doeing  of  all  other  bussiness  incumbent  to  that  office,  and 
alio  wes  him  all  fies,  imunities,  and  causualities  quhich  his  predicessors  had  of  before." 


Conservator. 


5  March  1668. 

8.  Compeired  Sir  William  Dauidsone  and  produceit  a  patent  from 
his  Majestic  vnder  the  greatt  seall  appointing  him  conservatour  of  the 
priviledge  of  the  Scotts  natione  in  the  Natherlands,  and  lykewayes  a 
patent  of  reversione  of  the  said  office  efter  his  lyftyme  in  favours  of 
Peter  Dauidsone,  his  sone ;  which  gifts  being  considered  by  the  borrowes 
they  admitted  and  receaved  the  saids  Sir  William  Dauidsone  and  Peter 
Dauidsone,  his  sone,  and  allowes  them  the  same  fies  which  wer  allowed  to 
Sir  Patrik  Drumond,  laite  conservatour  ;  and  the  said  Sir  William  gaue 
his  oath  de  Jideli  administratione  and  engadged  to  subscrive  and  obseme 
the  instructiounes  to  be  prescriued  by  the  conventione  of  borrows  and 
that  his  sone  shall  subscryve  the  same.  [Here  follow  the  Instructions 
similar  to  those  printed  antea,  pp.  188-91], 

9  March  1668. 

Comissionefor         9^  The  conventione  haueing  hade  severall  debaits  anent  the  steple 

staple  port,      port,  and  finding  wpon  the  whoUe  maner  that  it  is  necessar  and  expedient 

that  some  weill  qualified  and  discreit  persones  be  send  ower  to  Holland 

for  setleing  therof,  doeth  therfore  give  power  and  comissione  (his  Majesti' 
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allowance  and  permissione  beinef  first  hade),  to  Walter  Cheisly  and  Alex-  Edinbuboh. 

ft  Wftrph  1  (^RSK 

ander  Sandilands,  merchants,  burgessis  of  Edinburgh,  and  Patrik  Threep- 


and,  merchant,  burges  of  Pearth,  or  anie  tuo  of  them,  to  treat,  transact,  setUng  of  the 
and   conclud   with   the  representatives   of  anie  of  the  sea  ports  of  the  ®**P^®  P**^* 
united  provinces  for  settling  the  said  staple  port  wpon  the  most  advan- 
tagious    considerations    and    conditions    for    the   good   of  the   borrowes. 
[Ordained  that  they  each  be  allowed  twenty  shillings  sterling  per  diem, 
and  receive  £60  sterling  each  on  leaving.] 

10.  Kesolved  by  the  conventione  that  in  absence  of  the  principall  Commission- 

•     •  .^  ••       I'  ••  *iii*  iii'xj*       i_*    OFSi  lissossors* 

comissioner  the  assessor  jomed  m  comissione  with  him  shall  sitt  in  nis 
place,  treat,  and  voit  in  everie  thing  proposed,  sicklyk  and  als  freelie  as 
the  principall  comissioner  might  doe  if  he  wer  present. 

11.  Ordained  the  barghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts^  extending  Agentis 
to  £2967,  98.  4d.  Scots.  accomptis. 

12.  Approved  of  the  admission    of  Patrick    Suittie,  son  of  the  deceased  Suittie,  factor. 
Patrik  Suittie,  sometime  &ctor  at  Campveer,  to  be  a  Victor  there,  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

13.   [Approved  of  the  commission  granted  to  the  commissioners  to  the  Comisaion  for 
Netherlands  to  treat  for  the  most  convenient  place  for  a  staple  port.     The  ^^^  ***^  * 
commission  is  inserted  in  the  record  together  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions to  the  commissioners  : — ] 

iTnprirriis.  IS  it  shall  graciouslie  please  his  sacred  Majestie  to  leaue  it  instructions  to 
free  and  arbitrarie  to  the  royall  borrows  so  setle  ther  staple  porte  wher  they  ®^™*^°"®"- 
shall  judge  most  expedient,  that  then  and  in  that  caice  they  shall  treat, 
transact,  conclude,  and  setle  wpone  the  staple  porte  wher  they  shall  think 
the  same  to  be  most  comodiouslie  establisched,  respect  being  hade  both 
to  the  conveniencie  of  the  porte  and  to  the  conditiones  offerred  be  the 
representives  of  the  burghs  and  portes  with  quhom  they  shall  treat,  and 
that  they  make  the  first  oflfer  to  Campveer  wher  the  staple  porte  wes  for- 
merlie  established,  provyding  always  they  conclud  not  with  anie  place  v^pone 
lesse  or  worse  conditions  then  wer  formerlie  agreit  wpone  with  Campveer. 

(2)  If  the  Kings  Majestie  shall  determine  the  place,  then  the  comis- 
sioners  shall  conclude  onlie  to  treat  with  the  representatives  of  that  place 
wpon  the  most  advantagious  conditiones  they  can  obteine. 

(3)  Iff  the  comissioners  cannot  obteine  from  the  place  determined  by 

4  a 


602 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edrtburoh. 
9  March  1668. 

Lettere  to  be 
direct  to 
Lauderdaill. 


his  Majestie  conditiones  as  those  fonnerlie  granted  by  the  lords  of  Camp- 
veer  they  shall  desert  the  treaty  without  proceeding  to  any  conclusion. 

14.  The  clerk  haueing  presentit  ane  draght  of  ane  letter  to  be  directit 
to  the  Earle  of  Lauderdaill  to  know  his  Majesties  intentione  in  what  sea 
porte  in  the  Natherlands  his  Majestie  shall  think  expedient  to  setle  the 
steple  porte,  which  being  read  wes  approven  be  the  haill  comissioneris  of 
borrowes  and  ordained  to  be  insert  in  ther  generall  register  and  ordained 
to  be  sent  be  the  moderator  and  clerk,  of  the  whilk  letter  the  tenor 
follows : — Eight  Honorabill, — ^The  setling  of  the  staple  porte  being  a 
mater  of  very  great  conceme  to  the  royall  borrows,  and  they  haueing  re- 
solved to  send  some  comissioners  to  the  Natherlands  in  ordour  to  the 
establisching  therof,  they  are  humblie  intres  to  your  lordship  that  youe 
may  obteine  his  Majesties  permissione  and  allowance  to  ther  comissioners 
to  treat  and  conclude  with  any  of  the  sea  ports  and  burghs  of  the  Nath- 
erlandis  they  shall  judge  most  fit  and  comodious  for  erecting  ther  steple 
porte  therat,  bot  if  his  Majestie  shall  by  his  ovne  royall  pleasure  determin 
the  place,  the  conventione  in  that  caice  hath  given  instructions  to  the 
comissioners  that  they  preciselie  folloue  his  Majesties  prescript  So  in- 
treating  your  lordships  answer  to  be  returned  to  the  lord  provest  of  Edin- 
burgh so  soon  as  your  lordships  greater  effaires  will  allow,  and  creaveing 
pardon  for  this  trouble  and  addres,  we  rest. 


Decreit  arbit- 
ral, the  mer- 
chants and 
trade  of 
Brichane. 


ro  March  1668. 

15.  [The  commissioners  ratified  and  approved  of  the  following  decreet 
arbitral : — ]At  Brichan  the  fyft  day  of  September  j™  vj"  threescoir  sex 
yeires,  whilks  day,  met  and  conveined  at  the  said  burgh  the  severall 
comissioneris  of  the  borrows  eftemamed,  appointed  and  willed  be  the  last 
generall  conventione  of  borrows  met  at  Edinburgh  in  Julij  j"  vj*  and 
sextie  sex  yeires  to  meit  at  Breichan  for  taking  notice  of  and  rectifieing 
the  difference  betuixt  the  merchants  and  others  of  the  said  burgh,  to  witt^ 
for  the  burgh  of  Pearth,  Patrik  Threepland,  provest;  Dundie,  George 
Flescher,  bailzie;  Abirdein,  Maister  Robert  Pettrie,  provest;  Montroae, 
Robert  Tyler,  provest ;  Coupar,  John  Barclay,  bailzie  ;  who  being  met  as 
said  is,  for  ther  more  orderlie  procedour  in  the  mater  vndir  specifiet  haue 
nomiuat  and  chosen  the  provest  of  Pearth  as  precese  in  the  said  meiting. 
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and  the  saids  comissioneris  haue  nominat  and  chosen  John  Spence,  toun  ^^^®^?^,^'/,o 

clerk,  as  ther  clerk  to  serve  in  the  said  meiting,  who  hes  giuen  his  aith : — —j- 

de  Jldeli  administratione.  In  the  whilk  meiting  compeared  severall  of  rai,  the  mer- 
the  merchands  of  Brichan,  for  themselfs  and  in  name  of  the  haiU  remanent  ^,r^ 
merchands  petitioners  in  the  mater  wnderwritten,  and  gave  in  to  the  saids  Brichane. 
honorabill  comissioners  a  petitione,  the  speciall  heids  and  clauses  wherof 
foUowes,  to  witt,  ....  that  the  merchands  of  the  burgh  of 
Brichan  haue  beine  much  incroached  on  in  ther  merchandizings,  both  by 
persons  entering  the  toune  and  setting  wp  chops  to  ther  great  prejudice, 
and  be  chopmen  and  others  in  landward  places  dryving  that  same  tred, 
both  seling  steple  comodities,  and  manie  more  wrongs ;  for  remedie  ot 
which  haue  supplicat  that  according  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdome  and 
laws  of  borrowes  ther  magistrats  and  counsell  may  be  established  as  other 
royall  burghes,  to  witt,  that  the  counsell  of  the  said  burgh  may  be  con- 
stitute of  that  competent  number  the  saids  comissioners  thought  fitt  for 
this  pleace,  of  which  number  that  actuall  merchands,  shope  keepers,  may 
be  the  major  pars,  and  that  the  saids  comissioners  might  give  a  fair  dis- 
tinctione  of  persones  who  aught  to  be  estamat  merchants  in  tyme  comeing, 
be  want  of  which  the  counsell  heirto  hes  bein  wronged,  and  that  these 
persons  quho  appeir  as  wilful  opposers  of  the  priviledge  of  merchants  doe 
not  assume  to  them  the  name  of  merchants ;  and  the  counsell  and  magis- 
trats so  constitute,  that  at  the  next  electione  and  yeirlie  in  all  tyme 
comeing  ther  may  be  a  dean  of  gild  nominat  and  chosen  quho  may  haue 
power  to  creat  members  of  court  and  call  and  keep  courts  and  sie  to  the 
Weill  of  merchandizing  and  doe  everie  other  thing  requisit  [that  may] 
come  wnder  ther  cognicence ;  and  further,  be  ane  adicinall  desyre  and 
petitione  that  ther  may  be  a  coram  appointed  of  the  counsell,  and  that 
the  counsell  who  wes  addit  since  the  last  electione,  being  a  treadsmao, 
without  the  wots  of  the  most  of  the  said  counsell  might  be  removed. 
Efber  the  said  petitione  bearing  the  foirsaids  desyres  wes  presentit  and 
publictlie  read  in  the  forsaid  meiting,  the  foirsaids  comissioners  called  and 
requyred  all  pairties  haueing  interest  in  the  burgh  to  appeir  and  say  and 
declair  what  they  have  to  oppose  to  the  said  petitione  and  the  desyres 
therof,  compeired  therfore  severall  persones  of  the  counsell,  to  the  number 
of  sevin  or  eight,  who  creaved  the  said  petitioune  to  be  sein  and  answered 
be  them,  and  hauing  a  competent   tyme  ansuered  them  be  ther  ovne 
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Edinburgh,     consent,  gave  in  be  way  of  ansuers  these  replyes  followeing,  the  substance 

^ :— *  and  heids  wherof  followes,  to  witt :  Wheras  the  petitioners  mentione  the 

rai,  the  mer-    just  gTOund  of  ther  complaints  to  the  honorabill  conventione,  it  wes  replyed 
tradsof ^^       and  ansuered  that  how  soon  it  wes  noticed  be  the  connsell  ther  wes  ane 
Brichane.        eflfectuall  course  taken  for  removeall  [of]  the  ground  of  ther  grivance,  offer- 
ing them  all  restrents  possable  in  anie  quho  should  injure  them  in  ther 
priveledge ;  in  ansuer  to  that  article  anent  seting  wp  shops  for  seling  staple 
comoditie,  that  they  know  not  who  hade  beine  suffered  to  doe  so  bot  on 
or  tuo,  and  that  in  tyme  comeing  non  shall  be  allowed  to  doe  so  without 
consent  of  the  magistrats,  counsell,  and  merchants^  and  for  incroaching 
without  the  toun  it  hes  bein  offerred  and  shall  be  gone  about  that  the 
law   shall  be  execute  against  such ;  and  to  that  desyre   creaveing  the 
comissioners  be  ther  decreit  may  ordaine  that  at  the  nixt  electione  of  the 
counsell,  the  nixt  occatione  and  in  time  comeing,  the  counsell  may  [be]  con- 
stitute of  that  certane  number  the  comissioners  thinks  fitt,  it  wes  ansuered 
that  the  saids  comissioners  should  haue  als  much  power  of  them  in  that 
as  in  all  other  things  concemes  them  as  in  anie  pairtie  that  can  complaine, 
bot  that  the  counsell  be  made  wp  of  the  ablest  men,  and  declaired  they 
knew  no  able  merchandizing  men  bot  who  wes  alreadie  a  member  of  the 
counsell,  and  that  they  made  wp  alreadie  the  major  pars,  and  withall 
condiscending  that  the  saids  comissioners  should  haue  power  to  r^ulat 
in  this  place  as  to  the  number  ;  and  to  that  pairte  of  the  desyre  creaveing 
to  be  wndeceaved  of  the  various  distinctione  of  the  merchands,  it  wes 
ansuered  that  the  terms  wes  obscure  and  that  they  esteemed  non  merchands 
bot  those  who  are  so  made ;  and  to  that  desyre  that  the  willfull  opposers 
of  the  priviledge  of  the  merchants  should  not  asume  that  name,  it  wes 
ansuered  that  ther  wes  non  such  in  this  pleace ;  and  to  the  maine  thing 
of  the  pctitione,  whilk  is  the  upshote  of  all,  that  a  dean  of  gild,  a  merchant 
treader,  be  the  nixt  electione  and  in  all  tyme  comeing  be  chosen,  impowered 
to  creat  members  of  court,  call  and  keep  courts,  it  wes  replyed  that,  with 
submissione,  in  this  pleace  since  its  first  ercctione  ther  wes  never  such  a 
tiling  and  [na]  expedience  for  it  at  this  tyme,  this  place  haueing  no  maritan 
tread  considerable,  and  without  which  merchandizing  hes  bein  weell  with 
this  want  alsweill  as  this  pleace.     At  the  returne  of  whilk  petitione  and 
ansuers  made  therto  in  manor  fou*said,  subscrived  be  the  seuerall  pairties 
presenters  therof,  the  saids  comissioners  againe  desyred  and  requyred  if 
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any  of  the  pairties  hade  anie   more  to  say,  who  declaired   they  hade  no  Edinburq^ 
more  bot  what  wes  riven  in  wnder  ther  hands ;  therfore  the  saids  comis-  •' 

Deorttit  arbit- 

sioners  did  call  for  and  requyre  fra  the  magistrats  the  originall  rights  rai,  the  mer- 
and  wryts  of  the  said  burgh  to  be  seine  and  considered  be  them  con-  t^^*^*^ 
forme  to  the  ordinance  of  the  said  generall  conventione  of  borroues,  Bnchane. 
whilks  wer  according  to  ther  desyre  exhibite  and  produceit,  at  least 
some  of  them,  to  witt,  three  old  charters,  with  a  gift  from  King  Charles 
the  First,  of  ever  blessed  memorie,  to  the  said  burgh,  confirmeing  to  the 
nature  of  old  chartouris  granted  to  the  said  burgh  of  ther  priviledges  as  a 
royall  burgh,  with  a  power  to  them  to  chose  ther  ovne  magistrats  in  tyme 
comeing,  wherin  ther  is  speciallie  a  dean  of  gild  mentioned,  as  also  pro- 
duceit ane  act  of  parliament  in  anno  1641  followeing  on  the  said  gift 
beareing  the  same  heids  and  clauses.  The  whilk  petitione  and  reasones 
therof,  with  the  reply  and  anser  forsaid  maide  thairto,  as  being  all  that 
either  of  the  saids  pairties  hade  to  say  in  the  mater,  being  read  and 
deliberatlie  and  seriouslie  considered  be  the  said  comissioners,  and  they 
being  fully  and  ryply  advysed  therwith,  and  haueing  read,  seine,  and  con- 
sidered the  foirsaids  rights  and  wryts,  quhairby  they  find  the  said  burgh 
of  Breichan  wes  a  royall  burgh  wherto  wes  given  the  priveledges  of  a  royall 
burgh  in  electing  ther  magistrats  and  dean  of  gild  as  befoir  mentioned, 
the  foirsaids  comissioneris  with  one  consent  and  assent,  conforme  to  the 
ordour  and  act  of  borrowes  of  the  dait  forsaid,  did,  for  amicable  setleing 
of  all  the  differences  betuixt  the  saids  pairties  and  the  burgessis  therof  in 
all  tyme  comeing,  and  for  avoiding  stryflf,  debaite,  or  anie  ground  of  con- 
tentione  in  all  tyme  heirefter,  and  conforme  to  that  pairte  of  the  said  act 
impouring  them  to  determine  in  the  maters  forsaid  contravertible  betuixt 
the  dififering  pairties  of  the  said  burgh  of  Breichan,  did  deceme  and 
ordaine,  and  be  thir  presents  decerns  and  ordains  that  at  the  nixt  electione 
of  the  burgh  of  Breichan,  and  yeirlie  at  elections  in  all  tyme  comeing  in 
the  said  burgh,  ther  shall  be  strictlie  keeped  and  observed  without  the 
least  change  or  seiming  alteratione  these  rewles  following,  to  witt,  that  the 
number  of  the  counsell,  magistrats,  and  vtheris  who  shall  haue  voice, 
shall  consist  of  the  number  of  threttein  onlie,  wherof  ther  shall  be  still 
eight  of  the  threttein  such  as  aither  hes  beine  or  [are]  actuall  trafficquing 
merchants  or  maltmen  who  are  not  incorporat  within  anie  other  handle  craft, 
and  if  any  be  on  the  counsell  presentlie  wnder  the  name  of  merchands  or 
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Edinburgh,  maltmen  who  are  of  any  of  the  treads,  or  meits  with  them,  that  they  are 
- — - — :^'  heirby  obleidged  before  they  can  be  leited  as  counsellers  for  the  mer- 
trai,  the  mer-  chands,  to  Tonunce  the  said  tread  both  before  the  coUectour  and  melting 
tra<L  of*'*  of  treads,  as  also  in  presence  of  the  counsell,  and  that  the  said  threttein 
Bnchane.  shall  Dot  leit  anie  to  be  magistrats  but  these  who  are  merchands  traffi- 
quers,  and  that  at  the  said  nixt  electione ;  and  in  all  tyme  coming  ther 
shall  be  chosen  out  of  the  saids  merchands  counsellers  so  leited  ther 
magistrats  conforme  to  ther  ancient  customs,  with  ane  dean  of  gild, 
thesaurer,  and  ane  maister  hospital  1 ;  and  the  said  dean  of  gild  is  heirby 
declaired  invested,  impoured,  als  fullie  and  freelie  in  all  respects  as  any 
royal  burgh  in  this  kingdome,  with  all  power,  right,  and  priviledge  that  is 
or  can  belong  therto  in  anie  other  royall  burgh  as  saidis  ;  and  that  of  the 
said  threttein  of  the  counsell  in  all  tyme  comeing  sevin  shall  be  a 
quorum,  the  haill  counsellers  being  alvayes  saited  aither  personallie  or  at 
ther  duelling  houssis  to  keep  each  counsell  day ;  with  this  provisione 
alvays  that  the  said  deane  of  gild  and  his  counsell  shall  not  haue  power 
to  quarrel  1,  stope,  or  impede  anie  burges  receeding  within  the  toun  and 
beareing  burding  with  the  rest  of  the  burgh,  whither  merchant  or  treads- 
man,  alreadie  maid  in  ther  priviledge,  that  is  can  not  challeng  them  nor 
force  them  or  aither  of  them  to  enter  of  new  againe  as  burgessis  or  pay 
anie  thing  to  the  gild  box;  and  the  saids  comissioners  ordaines  that  thir 
presents  shall  stand  in  force  in  all  tyme  comeing  for  the  rewle  and 
governement  of  the  said  burgh. 


Partumlar 
convention. 


Nixt  ^noral 
convention. 


16.  The  convention  empowered  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  call  a 
particular  convention  of  the  next  adjacent  burghs,  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
three,  with  full  power  to  settle  any  emergent  business. 

1 7.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  next. 


EonfBUROH. 

10  August 
1668. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  EDiNBtJRGH. 

10  August  1668. 

Edinburgh,   Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch,  and  John  Somer- 
vell ;  Fearth,  John  Glase  ;  Dundie,  John  Kinloch  ;  Aberdeine,  Alexan- 
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der  Alexander  ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne  ;  Glasgow,  John  Wakeingschaw  ;  Edinbuboh. 
Kirkcaldie,   John   Whyt ;  Monros,    Robert  Rennald  ;  Kinghome,    James  lees"^ 
Wood  ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitchellhill  ;  Lauder,  John  Maitland  ;  Queenis- 
ferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone  ;  (twelve  burghs  blank), 

11  August  1668. 

1.  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,   provost,  and  first  in   commission  for  Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  clerk   being  unable,   through    sickness,   to   attend    the   convention,  Cheyuoi  clerk. 
George  Cheyne,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  was  appointed  to  act  as  clerk  at  this  con- 
vention. 

12  August  1668. 

3.  [The  moderator]  presentit  three  letteres  direct  to  him  from  the  comis-  Letteres,  Dort, 
sioners  for  the  borrowes  in  the  Natherlands  in  relatione  to  the  setling  of 
the  staple  port,  with  ane  attestatione  of  four  Scotts  skippers  anent  the 
bringing  wp  of  shipps  to  the  toun  of  Dort,  quhich  wer  publictlie  read  in 
presence  of  the  saids  comissioners,  quhilks  lettres  with  the  attestatione 
wes  appointed  to  be  keeped  in  retentise  by  thair  clerk. 

4.  Ordained  such  burghs  as  shall  happen  to  be  present  in  Edinburgh  with  Selkirk,  agent 
the  agent  to  assist  the  burgh  of  Selkirk   '^  in  defence  and  mantenance  of  ther 
just  right  and  libertie  of  the  burgh  in  manteining  ther  comone  good  quhich  is 
violentlie  incroached  wpon  by  the  laird  of  Hayning." 

13  August  1668. 

5.  Forsameikle  as  ther  being  three  letters  read  from  ther  comissioners  Protestationes, 
now  in  the  Natherlands  anent  the  setling  of  the  staple  porte  in  some"**^^®**^'*^ 
convenient  place  ther,  quhich  some  of  ther  number  conceived  that  they 
by  ther  saids  letters  intend  to  setle  the  said  staple  at  the  toun  of  Dort, 
which  they  conceive  not  to  be  ane  convenient  pairte  in  respect  of  the 
dificultie  of  carieing  wpp  shipps  to  the  said  toun  of  Dort,  compeired 
Alexander  Alexander,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Abirdeine,  and  entered 
his  disasent  anent  the  setling  of  the  said  staple  porte  at  the  said  toun  of 
Dort  or  Rotterdame  in  respect  of  the  inconveniencies  of  the  saids  ports. 
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13  August 
1668. 

Protestationes 
staple  at  Dorte. 


Comissioners, 
staple  port. 


and  protestit  that  they  should  not  be  holden  or  obleidged  to  carie  ther 
comodities  thither  bot  to  Campveer  or  any  other  place  they  think 
most  convenient,  and  for  the  reasones  given  in  in  wryt  and  requjnred  to 
be  recorded  in  ther  generall  register,  and  therwpon  askit  act  and  instru- 
mentis ;  lykeas  the  comissioneris  for  the  burghes  of  Monrose  and  King- 
home  entered  their  disasent  and  protestit  in  maner  abone  writtin,  and 
therwpon  askit  act  and  instruments. 

6,  [Approved  of  the  following  letter  to  the  commissioners  to  the 
Netherlands  as  to  the  staple  port]  : — Much  honored.  Wee  being  heir 
met  in  ane  particular  conventione  about  seuerall  businessis  of  the  borrowes 
conceme,  the  lest  therof  wes  not  the  affair  the  ane  imployed  about  the 
setling  of  the  staple,  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  hes  produced  three  of  your 
letters  narrating  your  whoUe  proceeding  quhich  we  cannot  bot  say  haith 
bein  gone  about  with  all  care  and  dilligence,  yet  supposing  this  might 
come  to  your  hands  before  any  conclusione,  yet  we  thoght  it  proper  for 
ws  to  tell  yowe  that  the  sense  of  this  meeting  wes  much  les  for  Dort  then 
aither  of  the  other  tuo,  Kotterdame  or  Campheer,  bot  not  haueing  it  in 
our  pour  to  say  forder,  being  confident  yow  will  so  act  in  that  mater  as 
ye  will  be  able  to  give  a  good  accompt  of  that  trust  the  generall  conven- 
tion hes  reposed  in  yowe,  we  wish  yow  a  happy  close  aud  saffe  retorne 
and  bids  youe  fairweill,  and  rests.  Quhich  lettre  being  read  in  presence  of 
the  said  particular  conventione  they  did  approve  thairof  and  ordained  the 
samen  to  be  subscryved  be  ther  clerk  in  ther  names  and  direct  with  the 
first  occatione. 


Complaint, 
Glangow 
against  Ram- 
frew. 

Concurrance, 
agent. 


Heads  of  mLs- 
dve. 

Oreevances. 


7.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Bamfrew  to  answer  at  next  general  convention  the 
complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  against  them  for  admitting  boigesses  not 
resident  in  the  burgh. 

8.  Ordained  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  burghs  of  Aberdeine  and  Linlithgow 
"  in  prosecutiones  of  ther  actiones  to  be  intentit  be  them  against  biu|^iea  of 
barronies  nixt  adjacent  to  ther  respective  burghes  for  vsurping  the  priviledgis  of 
royall  burghs." 

9.  Continued  the  whole  heads  of  last  general  missive  to  be  discussed  at  next 
general  convention. 

10.  Ordained  that  application  be  made  to  the  exchequer  or  treasaiy  for 
redress  "  anent  the  greivances  given  in  to  the  burrowes  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
hibitione  wpon  staple  goods  and  great  prejudice  therto  by  the  bullions" 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  ajiNBURon 

'  16  March  1669. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch,  and  John  Somer- 
vell ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Threepland ;  Dundie,  John  Kinloch ;  Stirling, 
Alexander  Jack ;  Air,  Thomas  Knight ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleith ; 
Dysert,  William  Simpsone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  David  Duirie ;  Bruntiland,  David 
Seatoun ;  Queinsferie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;   (fifteen  burghs  blank), 

16  March  1669. 

1.  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  The  office  of  clerk  being  vacant  through  the  decease  of  Thomas  Young,  Rocheid,  clerk, 
the  commissioners  appointed  Thomas  Rocheid,  town  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  to  act 

as  clerk  bill  next  general  convention. 

18  March  1669. 

3.  The    present    comissioneris   of  borrowes   finds   it   expedient   and  Dort,  staple 
necessar  that  ane  missive  be  direct  to  the  haill  particular  borrowes  narra-  ^ 

ting  that  wher  the  comissioners  sent  by  the  last  generall  conventione  to  the 
Low  Cuntreys  for  setling  the  Scots  steple  thair  haveing  compeired  befoir 
the  said  particuUar  conventione  called  of  purpos  to  receave  ane  accompt 
of  ther  dilligence  in  that  negotatione  and  aflfair,  and  haveing  read  and 
considered  the  articles  of  agreement  betuixt  the  citie  of  Dorte  and  them 
anent  the  setling  of  the  Scots  staple  ther,  they  find  the  saids  articles  to 
be  both  honorabill  and  advantageous,  and  the  deportment  and  cariage  of 
their  saids  comissioners  to  hawe  bein  wyse,  prudent,  and  deliberat,  and 
werie  much  for  the  honor,  profeite,  and  weilfair  of  the  borrowes  of  this 
kingdome,  and  declaires  that  in  ther  opinione  and  judgement  the  saids 
comissioners  oght  and  should  hawe  the  approbatione  and  thanks  of  the 
generall  conventione ;  and  to  the  effect  and  intent  that  the  citie  of  Dorte 
may  not  conceave  ane  ewil  opinione  of  the  boiTOwes  of  this  natione,  we 
haveing  fullie  concludit  with  ther  comissioners  anent  the  setling  of  the 
Scotts  stapl  amongst  them,  the  conditiones  wpone  the  pairt  of  the  borrowes 
of  Scotland    should   be   violated    and    brocken    which    wold    prove    ane 

4  H 
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Edinburgh,     wndealable  mark  of  levietie  and  wnconstancie  wpone  them,  and  render 

; — '  them  contemptable  and  not  to  be  trustit  in  ther  pactiones  and  contracts 

port.'  with  forraigne  nations  ;  therfore  they  think  it  most  fitt  for  the  present  and 

ay  and  quhill  tlie  generall  conventione  meet  in  Julij  nixt  to  recomend  and 
enjoyne  the  observationes  of  the  saids  articles  with  Dorte,  and  that  non 
of  the  royall  burro wes  send  ther  staple  comodities  to  any  other  place  in 
the  Low  Cuntreyes  then  to  the  said  citie  of  Dorte,  and  that  wnder  such 
penalties  and  with  such  certificationes  as  are  coDteined  in  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, secret  councell,  and  statuts  of  borrowes ;  and  ordaines  ther 
generall  clerk  to  subscryve  thir  presents  and  send  heirin  inclosed  the  act 
of  secret  councell. 

Stirling  af^inst        4.  Anent  the  supplication  on  behalf  of  the  guild  brethren  of  Stirling  against 
Pearth,  bur-      ^^  magistrates  of  the  burgh  of  Pearth,  ordained  the  agent  to  concur  in  enforcing 

the  acts  of  parliament  and  burghs  as  to  non-resident  burgesses. 
IiiHtructions  to        5.  The  commissioners  to  the  Netherlands  produced  the  instructions  to  the 
conservator.      conservator  subscribed  by  Peter  Davidson. 

Commuwioners'        6.  The  accounts  of  the  commissionei*s  to  the  Netherlands  to  be  submitted  to 
^^'  next  convention. 


Edinburgh.  GeNERAL  CONVENTION,  held  at  EDINBURGH. 

6  July  1669. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch,  John  Somervell ; 
Pearth,  Patrick  Thrcepland  ;  Dundie,  George  Broun  ;  Stirling,  Alexander 
Jack ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne ;  St  Andrews,  Robert  Lentron ; 
Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  Thomas  Knight ;  Haddingtoun,  John 
Sleith  ;  Dysert,  William  Simpsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyte ;  Monroe, 
Robert  Ronnald  ;  Couper,  John  Barclay ;  Dumfreis,  Stevin  Irving ; 
Innernes,  Alexander  Cuthbart ;  Bruntiland,  David  Seatoun ;  Kinghome, 
James  Wood  ;  Jedburgh,  Androw  Ainslie ;  Kirkcudbright,  John  Glendin- 
ler ;  Wigtoun,  William  M*Kie ;  Pittinweem,  George  Russell ;  Dunferm- 
line, Peter  Walker ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitchelhill ;  Ramfrew,  Robert 
Pollock;  Dumbar,  Robert  Pringle ;  Lanrick,  Patrick  Bissett ;  Elgin, 
James  Caddell  ;  Pcibles,  Alexander  Williamsone ;  Craill,  John  Daw ; 
Taine,  John  Forrester ;  Culros,  John  Broun.syd ;  Banff,  Mr  George 
Stewart ;  Whithornc,  Jolm  M'Kie  ;  Forfar,  David  Dickiesone  ;  Naime, 
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James    Tulloch  ;    Forres,    Patrick     Tulloch ;     Northberwick,    Alexander  F^,^^,»^«°?- 

'  6  July  1669. 


Home ;    CuUane,   William  Ord  ;    Queenisferrie,  James  Hill ;    Kirkwall, 
James  Moncreif ;  (twenty-four  burghs  blank), 

6  July  1669. 

1.  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  provost,  and   firat  in  commission  for   Edinburgh,  Moderator, 
elected  moderator. 

2.  Tlie  commissioners  elected  Mr  James  Rocheid,  town  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  Rochied,  clerk, 
to  be  general  clerk  of  the  burghs  during  their  pleasure,  in  room  of  Mr  Thomas 

Young,  deceased. 

7  July  1669. 

3.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowes  taking  to  ther  consideratione  Approbatione, 
that  the  comissioners  imployed  for  setling  the  staple  port  in  the  Nather-  *  ^  ®  P 
lands  having  made  report  to  the  particular  conventione  holden  in  March 
last  of  ther  agreement  with  Dort  and  produced  the  articles  of  the  said 
agreement  quhich  wes  recomended  be  the  said  particular  conventione  to 
this  present  generall  conventione  for  ratification  therof,  the  present 
comissioners  of  borrowes  ratefies  and  approves  the  setling  of  the  said 
staple  port  at  the  said  toun  of  Dordreght  and  of  the  haill  transactiones  of 
ther  comissioners  in  relatione  therto,  and  ordaines  the  saids  articles  ^  to  be 
registrat  in  ther  generall  register  be  ther  generall  dark. 

4.  Ordained  the  bunrhs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  expenses  of  the  commis-  Expenses,  com- 

Qnssioners 
sioners  sent  to  the  Netherlands  in  regard  to  the  staple  port,  extending  to  £600  staple  port. 

sterling. 

6.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  disbursements,  ^^^^s 

extending  to  £3000  scots. 

6.  It  being  not  convenient  to  alter  the  tax  roll  at  the  present  time,  the  con-  '^"*  ^^^' 
sideration  of  it  was  continued  till  next  general  convention. 

8  July  1669. 

7.  In  presence  of  the  present  comissioners  of  borrowes  compeared  James  ^^^Jj^j"*' 
Moncreife,  comissioner  for  the  toun  of  Kirkwall,  and  presentit  ane  suppli- 
catione  to  the  saids  comissioners,  mentioneing  that  quhair  the  said  burgh 

wes  erected  in  ane  burgh  royall  be  King  James  the  Third,  of  blessed 

1  See  Appendix  No.  I. 
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memorie,  and  the  righta  and  priviledges  therof  ratified  by  King  James 
the  Fv-ft,  yit  the  said  bargb  hes  bein  violentlie  keeped  from  the  enjoy- 
ing of  ther  liberties  and   priveledges  by  the  oontinewall  oppresione  the 
said  bargh  hes  lyin  wnder  by  the  Earles  of  Orknay  and  since  by  these 
qaho  succeeded  in  ther  rights  to  the  said  earldome,  greatlie  occationed  by 
the  rernotnes  of  that  place  from  law  and  justice,  quhich  hes  put  the  said 
burgh  in  ane  wncapacitie  throw  ther  povertie   to  attend  the  borrowes 
meetings,  and  now  it  haveing  pleased  his  sacred  Majestie  so  much  to  con- 
cern himself  in  the  said  poor  burgh  as  by  ane  signatour  wnder  his  royall 
band  past  in  exchequer,  and  ane  chartour  expead  therwpone  wnder  his 
Hienes  great  sealle,  as  to  ratifie  all  the  former  rights  and  priviledges  granted 
be  his  royall  predicessores  to  the  said  burgh,  and  to  give  ane  novodamua 
or  new  erectione  therof;  efter  obtaineing  of  the  quhich  chartour  the  said 
burgh,  vpon  rescentment  therof,  conceaveing  themselfs  ingadged  to  wait 
Tpon  all  publict  meetings  quhairin  aither  his  Majestie  or  the  borrowes 
are  concerned  (albeit  by  the  forsaids  chartours,  both  old  and  new,  the  said 
burgh  in  respect  of  ther  rernotnes  from  thir  south  places  and  thair  povertie 
are  dispensed  with  for  thair  absence)  are  content  to  wait«  on  all  meetings 
so  that  the  borrowes  by  ther  patrocinie  and  assistance  may  prevent  such 
oppresiones,  desyreing  therfore,  conforme  to  his  Majesties  signatur  and 
chartour   of  erectione   and   de  novodamua  followeing  thairon   in  anno 
1661,*  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkwall  might  be  inrolled  amongst  the  number 
of  free  royal  burghes  of  this  kingdome  and  to  beare  all  portable  charges 
with  them  in  tyme  comeing  as  to  ther  abilitie  and  power  they  might,  as 
at  lenth  is  conteined  in  the  said  supplicatioue,  wherwith  the  saids  comis- 
sioners  being  ripplie  advysed,  and  the  comonweill  of  ther  estaite  weill  fore- 
seine,  and  the  right  foirsaid  of  the  said  burgh  being  dewlie  and  exactlie 
considered,  they  all  in  one  voice  ordained  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkwall  to 
bo  inrolled  be  ther  clerk  amongst  the  number  of  royall  burrowes  of  this 
kingdome  conforme  to  the  tenor  of  ther  erectione  and  confirmatione  pro- 
ceeding therwpone ;  lykeas  they  be  thir  presents  accepts,  reseaves,  and 
inrolls  the  said  burgh  of  Kirkwall  as  said  is,  and  ordaines  them  to  have 
j)laco  conforme  to  ther  inrollment  in  all  generall  and  particular  conven- 
tions and  to  be  wairncd   therto  conforme  to  the  ordour  vsed  in  such 


caicofl. 
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8.  The  commissioners  approved  of  the  admission  of  Thomas  Burnet,  mer-  Edinburgh. 
chant,  burgess  of  Aberdein,  to  be  a  factor  for  the  nation  at  the  staple  port,  on  the  q  J"^y  ^QQ^- 
usual  conditions.  Burnet,  factor. 

9  July  1669. 

9.  Granted    exemptions  to  the   burghs   of  Nairne,  Forres,   Northberwick,  Exemptiones, 

Cullen,  Whithorne,  and  Week,  authorising  them  to  abide  from  all  conventions  Nairne,  etc., 

»  »  o  1     -Kx  •       markets, 

for  three  years.     Also  ordained  the  agent  to  concur  with  Nairn  in  preventing 

the  intention  of  the  lairds  of  Park  and  Kinnowdie  to  keep  a  weekly  market  at 
Aldearne  and  for  redressing  of  the  injury  done  by  Captain  Amot  and  his  com- 
pany to  the  burgh. 

10.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowes  taking  to  ther  considera- Act,  M'Cuir, 
tione  that  many  of  the  comissioners  that  comes  to  conventiones  doeth  not  ^^^' 
stay  till  the  book  is  subscryved,  and  that  therthrow  Androw  M^'Cur,  ther 
post,  is  frustrat  of  any  gratuitie  dew  to  him  for  keeping  the  door  and 
waiting  wpone  the  borrowes,  the  present  comissioneris  of  borrowes  hes 
thoght  fitt  that  each  comissioner  in  all  tyme  coming  at  ther  giving  in  of 
ther  comissiones  that  they  shall  give  in  ther  allowance  and  gratuitie  to 
the  said  Androw  M^^Cur,  ther  post,  the  least  not  being  wnder  ane  shilling 
sterling. 

11-13.  The  commissioners  approved  of  the  admission  of  Daniel  Wilkie,  son  Wilkie,  Kiddell 
of  the  deceased  David  Wilkie,  late  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  James  EiddelJ,  »»^ack, 
son  of  James  Riddell,  mercliant,  burges  of  Edinburgh,  and  John  Jack,  merchant 
in  Rotterdame,  to  be  factors  for  the  nation  at  the  staple  port,   on  the  usual 
conditions. 

10  July  1669. 

14.   Ordained  the  proportion  and  quota  of  Kirkwall  in  the  tax  roll  to  extend  Quota  Kirk- 
to  twelve  sliilliiigs  in  the  hundred   pounds,  and  the  following  burghs,  on  account 
of  their  great  dectiy  and  deej)  j)overty,  to  he  relieved  thus  : — Dysert  4s.,  Taine  2s., 
Dumbar  4s.,  Whithorne  Is.,  and  Nairne  Is. 

15.   The  con ven tione   taking   to  consideratione   the   memoriall    and  Conservator, 
supplicatione  of  Sir  William  Davidsone,  conservatour,  as  also  the  supplica-  borrowa.*^    ° 
tiones  of  seuerall  factors  in  Dort,  and   the    missive  lettre  from   Maister 
Amote,  keeper  of  the  consergerie  house  ther,  quhich  haill  bills  and  papers 
contcines   mutuall   complaints  one  against  another,  and  also  wpone  the 
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presentit  to  them  be  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  craveing  ther  concurrance  ]^?^^^i 
and  assistance  in  the  proces  depending  before  the  lords  of  councell  and '— 

.  Concurraneo 

sessione  at  ther  instance  against  the  unfree  toun  of  Borrowstounes  for  borrowia  to 
vsurping  and  incroatching  wpon  ther  priviledges,  the  conventione  finds  ^^ 

that  the  petitioners  caice  and  the  event  of  ther  proces  is  of  generall  con- 
cemement  to  all  the  royall  borrowes  in  vindicating  ther  priviledges 
against  burghes  of  regalitie,  barronie,  villagies,  clachine  touns  and  other 
wnfree  places,  therefore  declaires  that  they  will  doe  ther  utmost  endeavour 
to  obteane  at  the  nixt  enseweing  parliament  such  acts  as  may  remeid 
and  suppres  the  incroatchments  and  invasiones  made  by  the  foirsaids 
wnfree  places  wpon  the  rights  and  priviledges  of  royall  borrowes,  to  the 
effect  that  merches  being  cleirlie  sett  betuixt  free  and  wnfree  plaices  the 
forsaids  abussis  and  grivances  quhair  wnder  the  free  borrowes  hes  lyen 
this  many  yeires  may  be  at  last  put  to  a  finall  cloise,  and  to  that  effect 
ther  may  be  overtours  and  propositiones  in  readdienes  to  be  presentit  to 
the  enshewing  parliament,  and  the  conventione  appoints  the  agent,  with  the 
concurrance  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Linlithgow  and  Glasgow  to  advyse  and 
consult  with  lawiers  anent  the  framing  and  pening  of  such  overtours  as 
may  best  conduce  therto  or  to  the  good  of  the  merchants  estaite. 

1 9.  The  same  day,  for  the  bettir  distinguissing  and  puting  difference  Staple 
betuixt  those  goods  that  are  staple  goods  and  those  that  are  not,  the  con- 
ventione statuts  and  ordaines  that  the  comodities  and  wairs  wnderwrittin 
shall  be  reckoned,  holden,  and  repute  staple  goods  in  all  tyme  coming, 
viz.,  first,  skinns  of  all  sorts,  hyds  of  all  sorts,  plaiding  and  all  that  is 
made  of  ouU,  the  salmond,  the  tallon,  the  beef,  and  no  others  shall  be 
repute  staple  comodities. 

20.  The  commissioners  recommended  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  to  pay  to  Act,  Linlith* 
Marcus  Mowat,  merchant  in  Kirkcaldie,  the  price  of  seven  barrels  of  soap  seized  ^^»  Mowat. 
by  Linlithgow  in  Burrowstounes  in  April  1654. 

21.  Authorised  the  agent  to  concur  with  and  assist  Bamfrew  in  prosecnting  Act  Ramfrew. 
the  lairds  of  Duchall  and  Hapland  for  the  violent  possessing  of  their  common 

lands,  and,  Bamfi-ew  being  reduced  to  poverty,  to  do  this  on  the  burghs'  expenses 
to  the  extent  of  twenty  dollars. 

13  July  1669. 

22.  Ordained  that  the  commissioners  chosen  for  next  parliament  be  '^actuall  Act  anent 

comissioneiii. 
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Act  ancnt 
coniissiuucris. 


Act  ordaining 
rlork  to  Rend 
four  ini&tives. 


trafficking  mcrchands,  recidenters  within  ther  burghs,  bearing  all  portable  charges 
with  ther  nigh  hours,  and  such  as  may  tyne  or  win  in  all  ther  caussis;"  and 
ordained  each  burgh  to  keep  the  parliament  on  19th  October  next  and  the  con- 
vention on  the  14th  of  same  month. 

23.  The  convcntione  appoints  ther  clerk  to  draw  wp  and  pen  the 
lettres  efter  followeing  in  name  of  the  conventione,  viz.,  ane  lettre  by  way 
of  anser  to  a  missive  direct  to  them  from  the  toun  of  Dorte  in  ordour  to 
the  setling  of  the  Scotts  steple  ther,  and  of  ther  willingnes  to  performe 
ther  pairte  of  the  agreement ;  as  also  ane  other  lettre  by  way  of  anser  to 
Sir  William  Dauidsons  lettre  to  the  conventione  conteineing  seuerall  par- 
ticulars relating  to  the  said  steple  at  Dort ;  item,  ane  third  leltre  in  anser 
to  the  toun  of  Campheer  ther  missive  to  the  conventione  ;  as  also  ane  fourt 
lettre  to  the  Bishop  of  Breichane  anent  the  conventions  delay  to  extract 
a  decreit  in  favours  of  the  merchants  of  Brechane  ;  all  which  they  ordaine 
ther  clerk  to  extend  at  lentil  according  to  the  materiall  heads  this  day 
red  and  condescended  wpone  at  the  conventione  ;  and  ordaines  the  samen 
lettres  with  all  expeditione  sua  formallie  drawin  wp  and  inlarged  to  be 
sent  forward  as  they  are  directed  subscryved  be  ther  clerk  in  ther  names. 


Act,  George 
Cheyne. 


Recomenda- 
tione,  contri- 
butions. 


Nixt  conven- 
tion. 


14  July  1669. 

24.  The  present  comissioneris  of  borrowes  taking  to  ther  consideratione 
the  long  service  of  George  Cheyne,  ther  depute  clerk,  ordaines  ther  agent 
to  pay  to  him  the  soume  of  four  hundreth  merks  Scotts  by  way  of 
advance. 

25.  The  present  comissioners  of  borrowes  recomends  to  the  whoUe 
comissioners  of  burghes  that  they  will  contribute  a  favourable  supplie  to 
the  burghes  of  Bruntyland,  Kinghom,  and  Culros,  for  reparatione  of  ther 
harbories,  and  to  Forres  for  reparatione  of  thair  tolbuith,  and  to  Naime 
for  reparatioune  of  thair  bridge,  and  this  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  missive  to 
the  J  4  day  of  October. 

26.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  ordained  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  next 

Note, — The  commissioner  for  Kinghome  adds  after  his  signature  : — "  Except- 
ing what  ralatis  to  the  ordour  for  carieing  staple  goodis  in  bottomis  which  can 
not  goe  by  sea  to  Dort." 
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Particular  Convention,  lield  at  Edinburgh.  edinburoh. 

'  14  October 

1669. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinioch,  and  Arthur 
Temple  ;  Pearth,  Patrick  Threepland  ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester ;  Aber- 
dein,  Maister  Robert  Petrie ;  Stirling,  James  Stevensorie ;  Linlithgow, 
Robert  Milne ;  St  Andrews,  John  Geddie ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone  ; 
Air,  William  Cunyngham ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Hay ;  Dysert,  Henrie 
Beatie  ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyt ;  Monrose,  John  Tailyor ;  Cowper,  John 
Barclay ;  Dumfries,  John  Irving ;  Innemes,  Finlay  Fraser ;  Bruntyland, 
Dauid  Seatoun ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennet ;  Kinghome,  James 
Wood ;  Brechan,  James  Strachane ;  Irving,  Robert  Cunyngham ;  Jed- 
burgh, John  Rutherfoord ;  Kirkcudbright,  John  Glendining  ;  Wigtoun, 
WiUiam  M'Kie ;  Pittinweem,  Henry  Wilkie ;  Dumfermling,  Peter 
Walker ;  Selkirk,  Patrick  Murray ;  Dumbartoim,  Walter  Watsone  ;  Ram- 
frew,  Robert  Pollock ;  Dumbar,  James  Lauder ;  Lanrick,  Patrick  Bisset ; 
Arbrothock,  Henrie  Fishie ;  Elgin,  James  Caldell ;  Peibles,  John  Plender- 
leith ;  Taine,  Walter  Ross ;  Banf,  William  Cuming ;  Whithome,  Alex- 
ander M'CuUoch  ;  Forfar,  James  Carnegie  ;  Naime,  Mr  Alexander  Ross ; 
Forres,  Patrick  TuUoch ;  Rutherglen,  James  RiddeU ;  North  Bervick, 
Sir  Andro  Ramsay ;  CuUane,  John  Baird ;  Lauder,  John  Maitland  ;  Kill- 
rennie,  Gidion  Murray ;  Annan,  William  Graham ;  Lochmaben,  William 
Crame ;  Sanquhar,  Robert  Carmichall ;  Galloway,  Maister  Robert  Dick- 
sone ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Ross  ;  Queenisferie,  Archibald  Wilsone ;  Cro- 
mertie,  Thomas  Urquhart ;  Innerurie,  Maister  James  Elphingstoun ; 
Anstruther  Ester,  Anstruther  Wester,  Craill,  Culros,  Rothesay,  Dingwall, 
Innerarie,  Forterose,  Kintoir,  Week  and  Kirkwall  (Jblank). 

14  October  1669. 

1.  The  right  honourable  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  provost  of  and  first  in  com-  Ramsay,  mode- 
mission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  nior. 

19  October  1669. 

2.  The  convention,   taking  to  consideratioun  that  the  priviledges,  GenwaiUdvo- 
liberties,  and  freedoms  of  estate  of  royall  burrows  is  cleirly  asserted  by  burrows. 

4  t 
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EpixBrRQH.      known  and   determined   lawes  alredie   enacted,  sua  that  there  remains 

19  October  I'l.i  -p-i  i  •  -I'^i 

I6t;9.  nothing  but  the  putting  of  the  samen  lawes  to  executioun,  which  by  ne- 

Ooiieraii  advo-  glect  and  carelossnes  of  some  particular  burghs  hes  sufiered  seuerall 
bJu^ws.^  **  invasiones  to  be  made  vpon  their  freedome  by  vsurped  and  wnjust  inte- 
restes,  the  conventione  being  sensible  of  such  neglect  doeth  resolve  by  all 
fair  and  legall  wayes  to  vindicate  thair  rights  and  hinder  the  grouth  of 
that  evill  in  tyme  coming,  and  seeing  that  the  debates  betuixt  them  and 
those  that  incrootches  vpon  thair  liberties  is  only  determinable  by  proces 
befor  the  supream  judicatories  of  the  kingdome,  in  ordour  wherinto  it  is 
fund  most  expedient  that  certane  laweris  and  advocats  be  pitched  wpon 
and  such  honorarie  granted  to  them  as  is  suteable  to  the  royall  burrowes 
to  give  and  for  them  to  accept,  who  are  to  espouse  and  own  the  intres  of 
free  royall  burghs  in  generall  and  of  particular  burghs  in  sua  far  as  the 
samen  relates  to  the  comon  affair  of  ther  estate,  by  consulting,  pleading, 
and  procureing  for  them  in  all  causes  quhairin  they  are  concerned ;  and 
the  convention  being  informed  of  the  fitt  and  singular  qualificatiounes  of 
Sir  George  Lockharte  and  Maister  John  Lauder,  advocats,  therfore  they 
unanimously  elects,  nominats,  and  appoynts  the  said  Sir  George  Lockhart 
and  Maister  John  Lauder  to  be  their  generall  advocats  and  lawers  for  the 
haill  royall  burghs,  with  whom  they  will  consult  and  advice  in  all  thair 
affairs  and  who  are  to  plead  and  procure  for  them  as  aforsaid,  and  be  thir 
presents  grants  and  allowes  to  them  the  yeirlie  pensions  wnderwrittin, 
viz.,  to  the  said  Sir  George  Lockhart  the  soume  of  tuenty  punds  sterling, 
and  the  said  maister  John  Lauder  the  soume  of  tuell  punds  sterling. 

17  November  1669. 

Complaint,  3.  The  present  comissioners  of  burrowes  haveing  sein  ane  complaint 

a^nSTSavid-  P^esentit  to  them  be  Robert  Andersone,  factor  at  Dordrecht,  mentioning 
»on,  oonseira-  that  ther  wes  some  difference  arysen  betuixt  him  and  Sir  William 
Davidsone,  lord  conservator,  anent  the  said  Robert  his  selling  of  ane 
parcell^of  salt  hyds  sent  be  John  Sleith,  merchant  in  Haddingtoun,  without 
puting  them  ashore  at  the  staple  or  weying  them  in  the  weying,  and 
anent  the  said  Robert  his  sending  of  three  fardalls  of  playding  to  Mid- 
delburgh  before  they  wer  sold  or  measured  at  the  staple  porte,  which 
hyds  wer  by  ane  brocker  that  the  said  John  Sleith  broght  along  with 
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him  to  Dordrecht  from  Rotterdame,  boght  by  the  daker  and  not  by  the  f/^^^b^ 
weight,  conforme  to  ane  pactione  past  betuixt  the  brocker  and  the  mer-  1^9- 


chant  owner,  and  the  said  playding  being  boght  by  a  merchant  in  Aber-  Complaint, 
deen  for  accompt  of  a  merchant  at  Middelburgh,  and  when  the  Abirdeen  against  David- 
ships   arryved   at  Dordrecht  in  November  1668,  and  wes   dischargeing  J^°;  *^'^'^*' 
ther  loadning  the  said  plaiding  wes  sent  to  the  said  Robert  packhouse 
without  his  knowledge  quhair  the  said  Robert  keeped  them  till  such  tyme 
as  he  receaved  twa  severall  lettres  from  the  merchant  in  Middelburgh, 
owner  therof,  threatning  him  to  delyver  wp  the  said  playding  which  he 
made  known  to  the  lord  conservator  and  desyred  his  consent  to  delyver 
the  same  (his  dewes  as  conservator  being  payed)  which  the  conservator 
refused  at  first  without  he  hade  sold  them   at  the   staple,  bot  therefter 
condescendit  to  let  them  goe  paying  all  staple  dewes,  wherwpone   the 
said  Robert,  for  eshewing  any  trouble  the  merchant  in  Middelburgh  might 
put  him  to  did  send  the  said  playding  to  the  owner,  in  respect  quhairof 
the  said  conservator  refused  to  take  any  manor  of  satisfactione  wnles  the 
pryce  of  the  playding  and  hyds  wes  consigned  in  his  hand,  and  wpone 
the  said  Roberts  refusall  to  doe  the  same  he   caused   ane   of  the   toun 
officers  arrest  him,  contrar  to  the  acts  of  borrowes,  and  caused  call  ane 
court  composed  of  factors  and  other  wnqualified  members  declared  by  acts 
of  borrowes  to  be  assessors  in  a  conservatorie  court,  and  arraigned  the 
said  Robert  before  them  wpone  ane  hours  advertisement  and  threatned  him 
to  consigne  the  value  of  the  said  playding  and  hyds  amounting  to  5160 
gilders  in  the  said  conservators  hand,  wnder  the  paine  of  imprisonement ; 
and  the  said  Robert  Andersone,  conceaveing  the  illegalitie  of  ther  pro- 
cedure and  incompetencie  of  ther  assembling,  appealed  from  ther  court  to 
the  borrowis,  wherwpone   the  said   conservator  caused  first  arreist    the 
said    Robert  Andersone  his  persone  by  a  toun  officer,  and  therefter  for 
refuseing  to  delyver  wp  his  books  and  the  keyes  of  his  packhouse  he 
sent  the  scout  and  a  theef  leader  to  carie  him  to  prisone,  bot  throw  the 
civilitie  of  the  scout  he  did  keep  him  prisoner  in  his  oune  chamber  12 
or  1 3  dayes,  attended  night  and  day  by  a  theef  leader,  without  being 
suflferred  to  goe  out  of  dores,  to  his  great  prejudice  and  loss  of  his  credit ; 
and  therfore  craveand  the  borrowes  wold  be  pleased  to  take  such  efiectuaJ 
course  therin  as  they  should  [think]  expedient  quhairby  his  credite  might  be 
some   measure  repaired   among  strangers  and  the  said  conservator  dis- 
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iT^Nove'mber    ^^^^^  ixom  any  such  iUegall  procedour  in  tyme  comeing,  and  that  he 

1669. might  be  incunradged  to  discharge  his  calling  without  any  trouble,  as  the 

Complaint,  complaint  at  lenth  proports ;  which  complante,  with  the  memoriall 
mgainst  David  Icttres,  and  copio  of  somo  of  merchants  at  Dordrecht  that  execute  in  the 
•on,  oonserva.  g^j  mater,  given  in  be  maister  William  Clerk,  advocat,  in  name  of  the 
said  conservator,  in  anser  to  the  said  complante,  being  be  the  present 
comissioneris  of  borrowes  at  lenth  hard,  read,  sein  and  considdered,  and 
being  weill  and  ryplie  advysed  thairwith,  they  efler  mature  deliberatione 
and  dew  consideratione  hade  anent  the  mater,  deceme,  ordaine,  and  pro- 
hibite  the  said  Sir  William  Davidsone  to  proceed  any  farther  in  the  said 
mater  against  the  said  Robert  Andersone  in  relatione  to  the  said  com- 
plante with  all  that  hes  followed  or  may  foUowe  therwpone  till  his  lord- 
ships appearance  before  tham  in  Julij  nixt  at  ther  generall  conventione ; 
and  for  the  easie  cleiring  of  the  saids  debaits  the  conventione  grants  full 
power,  warrand,  and  comissione  to  the  said  Robert  Anderson  to  conveen 
all  such  Scotts  merchants  and  factors  or  other  priviledged  persones  as  he 
hes  to  lead  as  witnessis  for  proveing  his  lybbel  against  the  conservator 
before  any  merchant  of  credite  and  respect  quho  is  or  hes  bein  a  magi- 
strat  in  any  royall  burgh  of  Scotland,  being  in  the  Natberlands  for  the 
tyme,  with  power  to  him  to  choyse  his  ovne  clerk,  quhich  witnessis  he  is 
to  examine  wpone  aith  wpone  such  interrogators  as  the  said  Robert  shall 
put  to  them  concemeing  the  conservators  procedour  against  him,  as  also 
for  proveing  any  vther  greevance  or  complante  the  said  Robert  hes  to 
bring  in  against  the  said  lord  conservator  at  the  nixt  conventione  to  be 
holden  in  Julij  comeing,  and  that  as  they  will  be  anserable  to  the  saids 
borrows  at  ther  nixt  meeting ;  and  the  said  lord  conservator  hes  heirby 
the  lyk  power  as  to  the  said  Robert  for  proveing  of  quhat  is  to  lay  to  his 
charge  in  manor  foraaid. 

A*!S*  ^?™°®**>         ^'  Recommended  to  next  general  convention  to  determine  as  to  a  supplioa- 
Eater.  tion  by  the  burghs  of  Tain,  Dornoch,  and  Anstruther  Easter,  to  be  discharged  of 

all  bygone  missive  dues,  "  in  respect  of  ther  great  povertie  and  decay  of  trade." 
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General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  fjS^^ya 


5  July  1670. 

Ediuburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Francis  Kinloch,  Arthour  Tempill ;  CommiBrionerg. 
Perth,  Patrick  Threepland ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester ;  Stirling,  James 
Stevinsone ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne ;  Glasgow,  James  Campble ; 
Dysarte,  Alexander  Williamsone ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyte ;  Monros, 
Robert  Rennald  ;  Innemess,  William  Duflf ;  Bruntisland,  William  Ged  ; 
Innerkeithing,  Captain  James  Bennett ;  Kinghome,  Robert  Cuninghame ; 
Brichen,  David  Donaldsone  ;  Irwing,  James  Blair  ;  Dumfermling,  Robert 
Hutton  ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Pringle ;  Lanerk,  Patrick  Bissett ;  Elgin,  Alex- 
ander Dumbar  ;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone ;  Caraill,  John  Daw ; 
Forfar,  Thomas  Guthrie  ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Ross ;  Queensferry,  Archi- 
bald Wilsone ;  Kirkwall,  James  MoncreiflF ;  Inverbervie,  John  Aitoun  ; 
(thirty-nine  burghs  blank). 

7  July  1670. 

1.  The  committee  for   revising   the  minutes  reported  that  they   were  all  Commissiones 
sufficient. 

8  July  1670. 

2.  Anent  the  supplication  given  in  be  John  Aittoun,  commissioner  inroUment, 
for  the  burgh  of  Inverbervie,  to  the  comissioners  of  borrowes  desireing  the 
said  burgh,  conform e  to  their  chartor  of  erection  granted  to  them  be  King 
James  the  Sext,  of  worthie  memorie,  dated  the  [fourth]  day  of  November 
jm  |-^c  ^^^j  years,*  and  confirmed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  and 
presentlie  produced  be  the  said  comissioner,  to  be  inroUed  among  the 
free  royall  burrowes  of  this  kingdome,  the  present  commissioners  of  bur- 
rowes  haveing  considdered  thereof,  and  eftir  mature  deliberation  had  in 
the  said  matter,  accepts,  inrolles,  admitts  and  receaves  the  said  burgh  of 
Inverbervie  wnto  the  fellowship,  number,  and  societie  of  the  free  royall 
burrowes  of  this  kingdome,  conforme  to  their  said  erection,  and  ordaines 
them  to  have  place  in  all  conventiones  generall  and  particular  according 

*  Registrum  Magni  Sigilli,  lib.  tl.,  No.  166. 
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Edinburgh. 
8  July  1670. 


Licence,  Bri- 
chen. 


Taxt  roll. 


to  the  inrolment  and  no  vtherwayes ;  and  ordaines  them  to  be  wairned 
therto  conforme  to  the  ordour  vsed  in  such  cases.  [The  conditions  are 
similar  to  those  in  the  enrolment  of  other  burghs.    Vide  antea,  pp.  533-4.] 

3.  Grants  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Brichen  to  sett  in  tack  or  feu  ther 
comon  landis  and  comon  muire  to  the  best  availl  in  augmentation  of  ther 
comon  good  with  advice  of  the  Bishope  of  Brichen. 

13  July  1670. 

4.  [After  hearing  the  report  of  a  committee  who  had  made  "  exact 
tryell  of  the  trade,  comon  good,  and  floorishing  estate  of  seyerall  burgbis, 
impartiallie,"  the  convention,  on  their  recommendation,  altered  the  tax- 
roll  and  set  down  the  same  as  follows]  : — 


Li.     8. 

D. 

Li. 

8. 

D. 

Edinburgh     - 

33     6 

8 

Dumferling 

0 

16 

0 

Perth 

3   17 

0 

Anstruther  Wester 

0 

5 

0 

Dnndie 

6     2 

0 

Selkirk 

0 

13 

4 

Aberdeen 

7     0 

0 

Dumbartoun  - 

0 

10 

0 

Stirling 

1   16 

0 

Eanifrew 

0 

8 

0 

Linlithgow    - 

1   14 

0 

Dumbar 

0 

12 

0 

St  Andre's    - 

2     6 

4 

Lanrick 

0 

12 

0 

Glasgow 

12     0 

0 

Arbrothok 

0 

9 

0 

Aire 

1   14 

8 

Elgin 

1 

0 

0 

Hadingtoun  - 

1   16 

0 

Peibles 

0 

12 

0 

Dysarte 

0  16 

0 

Craill 

0 

18 

0 

Kirkcaldie    - 

2     6 

0 

Taine 

0 

7 

0 

Monrose 

1   18 

0 

Culross 

0 

8 

0 

Couper 

1     0 

0 

Bamff 

0 

8 

0 

Anstruther  eister 

0     4 

0 

Whithorn 

0 

2 

0 

Dumfrees 

1   13 

4 

Forfar 

0 

4 

0 

Innerness 

1   16 

0 

Rothesay 

0 

6 

0 

Bruntilland  - 

1     3 

0 

Naime 

0 

3 

0 

Innerkeithing 

0     8 

0 

Forres 

0 

5 

0 

Kinghoru 

0     9 

0 

Hutherglen 

0 

3 

0 

Brichen 

0  11 

0 

Northberwick 

0 

1 

0 

Irwing 

0  18 

0 

Cullin 

0 

2 

0 

Jedburgh 

0  18 

0 

Lauder 

0 

6 

0 

Kirkcudbright 

0  16 

0 

Kilrennie 

0 

3 

0 

Wigtoun 

0  U 

0 

Annan 

0 

2 

0 

Pettinweem  - 

0  13 

4 

Lochmaben     - 

0 

2 

0 
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Li.    8. 

D. 

Li.    8. 

D.  Edinburgh. 

Sanquhar 

0     2 

0 

Cromartie 

0     6 

0  13  July  1670. 

Gallowny 

0     1 

0 

"Kin  tor 

0     2 

0  Tazt  Roll. 

Dingwall 

0     2 

0 

Innerurie 

0     3 

0 

Dornoch 

0     3 

0 

Week 

0     3 

4 

Queensferry     - 

0  10 

0 

Kirkwall 

0  10 

0 

Forrterose 

0     5 

0 

Innerbervie     - 

0     1 

0 

5.  The  convention  recomends  to  ther  clerk  the  particulars  following,  ^?^™<^^**°*  **^ 
viz.,  to  write  ane  ansuer  to  Peter  Davidsone,  son  to  the  conservator,  men- 
tioning that  he  wold  condiscend  on  the  tyme  and  the  particular  goods 
transported  by  the  steple,  and  as  for  the  ministers  stipend  to  [refer]  him 
to  the  former  anser  made  be  the  burrow  es  ;  item,  the  clerk  wold  delet 
seuerall  articles  in  the  missive,  viz.,  anent  alteratioun  of  the  taxt  roll ; 
item,  anent  the  diiSFerence  betuixt  Lithgow  and  Borrowstouness,  and  in 
plaice  thairof  to  mention  that  the  burrowes  sould  take  adwice  anent 
cleiring  of  mertches  betuixt  royall  burghes  and  all  others  that  are  not 
royall  burghes  and  yet  hes  the  priviledges  therof  and  insert  in  their 
chartour,  and  recomends  to  the  agent  to  be  active  in  cleiring  the  said 
particular ;  item,  to  delet  the  fourt  anent  the  difference  betuixt  Marcus 
Mowat  and  the  toun  of  Linlithgow ;  item,  to  delet  the  sext  article  in 
respect  the  clerk  hes  done  his  diligence  therin ;  item,  to  delet  the  sevint 
article  anent  the  dischargeing  of  Dornoch,  Taine  and  Anstruther  Eister 
of  thair  bygane  missive  dues ;  item,  to  delet  the  eight  anent  the  soumes 
of  money  due  to  the  agent  inrespect  the  same  is  allowed  to  him  in  his 
present  accompt ;  item,  to  delet  the  postcript  anent  a  supplie  to  be 
granted  towards  the  reparatioune  of  the  harborie  of  Bruntilland  and  the 
reparatioune  of  the  Tolbooth  of  Forres  and  bridge  of  Naime. 

6.  Recomends   to   the    burghs   that    hes   not  payed   their  volimter  innerkeithing 
contribution  towards  the  reparatione  of  the  harborie  of  Innerkeithiug  that 

they  pay  the  same  with  all  dilligence. 

7.  Ordained  each  burgh  to  pay  their  share  of  the  agent  s  accounts,  extending  Agents  ao- 
to  £3060  Scots.  ^""P**- 

8.  The  commissioners  discharged  the  burghs  of  all  penalties  incurred  for  not  Unlaws,  staple 
sending  their  staple  goods  to  Dorte  before  Ist  August,  *^  and  statutis  and  ordaines  ^  ' 

in  tyme  comeing  that  the  contraveners,  burgesses  of  free  burghes  within  this 
kingdome,  shall  observe  punctuallie  the  said  steple  porte  and  send  thair  steple 
goods  thair,''  under  the  unlaw  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  goods  trans- 
pointed  past  the  port. 

9.  Appointed  the  next  convention  to  be  held  at  Dundee  in  July  next.  Nirt  oonTen- 
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Dundee, 
4  July  1671. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Dundee. 

Edinburgh,  James  Currie  and  William  Hamiltoun ;  Pearth,  Provest 
Threipland ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Watsoun  and  George  Forrester ;  Aber- 
deen, Maister  Robert  Peatrie ;  Strivling,  Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow^ 
Alexander  Mylne;  St  Andrews,  John  Geddie ;  Glasgow,  William  Ander- 
sone ;  Air,  William  Cunnynghame ;  Hadingtoun,  Maister  Henry  Cock- 
bum  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Boswell ;  Monros,  Robert  Reynald ;  Couper, 
John  Barclay ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Lawsone  ;  Bruntiland,  William 
Ged ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennet ;  Kinghome,  John  Bruce ;  Bricben, 
David  Donaldsone ;  Irving,  Thomas  Bigger ;  Anstruther  Wester,  David 
Wilsone ;  Dumbartown,  Robert  Watsone ;  Aberbrothok,  John  Aikman  ; 
Elgin,  James  Calder  ;  Carraill,  William  MuncreiflF ;  Taine,  Walter  Ross  ; 
BamfF,  George  Gordon  ;  Forfar,  Charles  Thorntoun ;  Dornoch,  Alexander 
Ross ;  .Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone  ;  Cromartie,  Alexander  Urquhart ; 
Inverury,  John  Andersone ;  Inverbervie,  John  Aytoun ;  (thirty-three 
burghs  blank). 


4  July  1671. 

1.  Alexander  Watson,  first  in  commission  for  Dundee,  elected  moderator. 

2.  For  securing  uniformity  in  the  commissions,  each  burgh  was  instmcted  to 
exti-act  the  form  of  the  commission  contained  in  an  act  of  the  burghs  (p.  446). 

3.  Ordained  that  the  penalty  of  £20  for  not  sending  commissioners  to  the 
burghs  be  augmented  to  the  sum  of  £100. 

4.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Aberdein,  Monross,  and  Aberbrothoq,  to  go  to 
Brichen  for  settling  the  difference  between  the  burgh  and  their  neighbours  as 
to  encroachment  on  the  common  muir. 

5.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Queensferry  to  endea- 
vour to  settle  the  difference  between  Magnus  Mowat  and  the  town  of  linlith- 
gow. 

6.  Appointed  Edinburgh  [and  nine  other  burghs]  to  meet  to-morrow  aa  a 
committee  to  consider  all  affairs  relating  to  the  estate  of  burrowis. 

5  July  1671. 

Letter,  Sir  7.  Compeired  Harie  Wilkie  of  Bonitoun,  merchand,  burges  of  Edin- 

■on.  "  burgh,  and  produced  ane  letter  from  Sir  William  Davidsone,  conaervator. 


Moderator. 
Commissions. 

Burghs  absent. 


Brichen,  com- 
mon mure. 


Linlithgow. 


Comittie, 
burrowis 
affairs. 
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wherof  the  tenor  followis  :  Right  Honorabill,  right  worshipfull,  and  right  Dundee, 
worthie,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  be  these  to  acquaint  your  honors 


that  seuerall  reasons  moved  me  to  lay  doun  (in  the  moneth  of  May  last)  Sir  wuuam 
at  his  Majesties  feett  the  commission  for  resident  and  conservator  his  *^  ^ 
Majestic  had  bein  pleased  to  honour  me  with.  No  unwillingnes  in  the  leist 
to  serve  my  cuntrie  occasioned  the  same,  nether  any  to  serve  your 
honors,  I  doe  assure  you,  being  there  is  nothing  I  own  more  att  all  then 
to  manifast  how  much  I  am  our  cuntrie  and  your  honors  most  humble 
servant    Sic  subscribitur  :  William  Davidsone.    Dordrecht  fg  June  1671. 

8.  Compeired  the  said  Henry  Wilkie  and  produced  the  gift  wndir  Admission, 
the  great  seal,  proceeding  vpon  the  dimission  of  Sir  William  and  Peter  servatoV. 
Davidsones,  during  all  the  dayes  of  his  lyftyme,  which  gift  being  red,  and 
the  convention  being  fullie  satisfied  with  the  abilities  and  other  fitt 
qualifications  of  the  said  Harie  Wilkie,  conservatour,  and  of  his  known 
experience  in  merchand  afifairs,  and  of  the  good  hopes  they  have  of  his 
civill  and  oblidging  deportment  in  the  said  office,  have  approved  and 
heirby  approves  the  said  gift  and  admitts  and  receaves  the  said  Hary 
Wilkie  to  be  conservator  of  the  Scotts  staple,  and  allowes  to  him  the 
same  fees  and  casualities  that  the  said  Sir  William  Davidsone,  Sir  Patrick 
Drummond,  or  any  of  his  predicessors,  had,  without  prejudice  in  tyme 
coming  of  the  burrowes  right  of  presentation  or  nomination  of  persones 
to  the  said  office  of  conservatorship ;  and  the  said  Harie  Wilkie  accepted 
the  said  office,  and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli  ad/ministratioTie  and  oblidged 
himself  to  subscrive  the  following  instructions,  and  to  observe  the  samen 
in  tyme  comeing :  [Follow  the  instructions,  similar  to  those  printed 
antea,  pp.  188-91]. 

9.  The  convention  having  considered  complaints  of  the  magistrates  of  Dorte  Staple  port, 
of  loss  sustained  by  the  city  through  merchants  and  ukippers  sending  staple  goods 

to  other  places,  and  on  the  other  hand  complaints  against  these  magistrates  for 
not  keeping  the  agreement,  and  against  their  city,  "  as  being  ane  place  incon- 
venient and  unfitt  to  have  the  Scotts  steple  settled  there/'  appointed  a  particular 
convention  to  be  held  "  to  take  to  their  considderatione  all  afiairs  concerning 
either  the  changeing  of  the  steple  from  Dorte  or  setleing  of  the  samen." 

10.  Approved  of  a  missive  sent  to  the  city  of  Dorte  in  answer  to  their  Missive  letter, 
letter  ^^' 

4  K 
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Dundee. 
5  July  1671. 
HoproHenta- 
tion  to  secret 
councill  or  ex- 
chequer. 


InTARions  by 
wufree  places. 


Forpfiisono, 
unfree  trader. 

Queensferry. 


Enrl  of  Lauder 
duill. 


Exemption,  Ir- 
wing,  bridge. 


Arbrotb. 


Decay,  Air. 


11.  The  convention  nominats  and  appojnnits  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie, 
Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  or  any  thrie  of  tham,  to  meett  and  represent 
to  the  lords  of  exchequer  or  secreit  councill  the  particulars  undirwrittin  : — 
First,  that  the  societie  of  fishing  newly  erected  may  be  restricted  to 
importe  no  other  commodities  and  waires  bot  what  is  vsefull  and  necessar 
for  preseruation  of  the  fishing  trade ;  item,  to  represent  the  new  and 
heavie  burdeen  in  raseing  the  prices  of  salt,  so  much  prejudiciall  to  the 
interest  of  the  burrowes ;  item,  anent  the  pryces  of  coalls  presentlie  in 
dependence  befoir  the  secreit  councill ;  item,  to  petition  for  raseing  and 
crying  wp  forraigne  coyne  conforme  to  the  intrinsick  value  thereof  in 
respect  of  the  great  scarcitie  and  penurie  of  money  within  the  kingdome. 

12.  The  comissioners  of  burrows  takeing  to  consideratioun  the  great 
invasiones  made  by  wnfree  places,  and  particularlie  the  burgh  of  Stirling 
whose  priviledge  is  incroatched  wpon  by  the  touns  of  Fallkirk  and 
Kilsyth,  it  is  ther  opinion  as  previous  to  the  proces  against  wnfree  places 
that  ane  letter  be  written  to  the  secretar,  my  Lord  Lauderdale,  that  his 
Majestic  wold  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  lords  of  session  the 
mantinance  of  the  just  right  of  burrowes  against  the  vsurpation  made 
therwpon  by  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  lord  conservator  to  deliver  the  said  letter,  and  to  second 
the  samen  with  all  his  power  and  moyan. 

1 3.  Duncan  Fergussone,  an  unfree  trader,  to  be  cited  to  appear  and  fulfil  his 
obligation  to  the  agent. 

14.  Granted  liberty  to  Queensferry  to  feu  a  piece  of  ground  within  the  boi^h 
containing  24  feet  in  length,  and  recommended  a  voluntary  contribution  throogh 
the  whole  burghs  towards  the  repair  and  building  of  their  harbour. 

14a.  Approved  of  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thanking  him  for  his 
cai'o  in  providing  such  an  able  and  qualified  conservator,  and  containing  other 
particulars  concerning  the  burghs. 

1 5.  Kecommcnded  the  wliole  burghs  that  a  voluntary  contribution  be  given 
to  the  burgh  of  Irving  for  repair  of  their  bridge,  and  granted  exemption  to  the 
burgli  for  abiding  from  conventions  for  three  years. 

1 6.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Montros  and  Brichen  to  meet  at  Arbroth 
and  endeavour  to  compose  all  difierences  between  that  burgh  and  Robert 
Carnegie  of  Newgate  '*  one  of  their  own  vassalls.'' 

17.  Ordained  a  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Air,  craving  relief  of  burdens  in 
respect  of  poverty,  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive,  *^  that  some  fitt  remedie  be  fiind 
out  for  preventing  the  cutter  rowin  of  that  ancient  buigh  so  fitUie  sitoat  for 
trade." 
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6  July  1 67a.  P??^«Ti 

•^  6  July  1671. 

1 8.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending  Agentis  ac- 
to  £3013,  lis.  Soots.  ^^"'P*"*- 

1 9.  Remitted  to  next  particular  convention  the  supplications  of  Harie  Hope  Factors, 
and  Andrew  Skein  to  be  admitted  factors  at  the  staple  port. 

20.  On  the  supplications  of  Anstruthers  Eister  and  Wester,  Dumbar,  Craill,  ^emptiona, 
Cromertie,  Dornoch,  Innerurie  and  Innerbervie,  the  commissioners,  considering 

"the  sad  condition  of  the  said  burghs  and  ther  inabilitie  for  sending  com- 
missioners to  attend  the  meetings,"  exempted  all  of  them  except  Dumbar  from 
attending  meetings  of  the  burghs  for  three  years,  on  the  usual  conditions.  "And 
becaus  the  burghs  of  Dornoch,  Taine,  Anstruther  Eister,  and  Innerurie  are 
thought  to  be  in  a  worse  condition  then  the  rest  "  ordained  that  the  fines  to 
be  exacted  from  absents  be  divided  equally  amongst  these  four  burghs. 

7  July  1671. 

21.  The   convention  being  informed   that   ther    is  great   heats   andg«ndieand 
animosities    risen    betuixt   the   toun   of   Dundie  and    Brichen,    chiefflie 
occasioned  by  the  alledgit  escape  of  Laurance  Dundas  out   of  Dundie 
prison,  and  conceaveing  it  most  proper  for  them  to  endeavour  by  all 

faire  and  just  wayes  to  bring  the  saids  burghs  to  a  perfytt  peice  and  ane 
good  undirstanding,  therfor  does  heirby  appoynt  the  burghs  of  Perth  and 
Montros  to  meett  at  any  tyme  and  place  they  shall  think  fitt  and  to 
compose  the  said  difference,  and  in  case  the  toun  of  Brichen  acquiess 
not  in  thair  determinatioun  the  convention  declairs  they  will  hold  them 
as  disturbers  of  the  peice  of  burro wes  and  contemners  of  thair  auctorite. 

22.  The  convention,  considdering  that  the  liberties  and  priviledge  of  Commissione 
burrowes    is    constantlie     envaded    and    incroatched    wpon    by    severall  j^j^^iyj^,!^^ 
vsurped   interesses,    wherby  the  liberties  are  rendred  contemptable  and 

are  communicate  to  those  that  hes  not  right  therto,  and  finding  that  the 
samen  are  encresced  to  that  hight  they  merit  present  redress,  other- 
wayes  these  invasions  threattens  the  outter  rowin  of  the  royall  burrowes, 
therefor  the  convention  thinks  fitt  that  ane  comissioner  be  dispatched 
to  court  to  represent  thair  greiveances  to  the  Kings  Majestic,  and  as  to 
the  nominatioun  of  the  persone  and  his  particular  instructions  doe 
recommend  the  same  to  the  particular  convention  that  is  to  meett  at 
Edinburgh  the  8th  of  August  next,  with  pouer  to  the  said  convention  to 
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7  Juf^*67i      S^^^  such  allowance  and  gratuitie  for  his  expens  and  pains  as  they 

think  fitt. 

doath  ^^^^^  23.  Ordanis  the  magistratts  of  ilk  burgh  to  putt  the  acts  of  parliament 
in  execution  maid  against  bletching  of  linning  cloath  with  lyme,  and  to 
observe  the  breidth  of  the  said  linning  cloath,  and  that  the  yearn  be 
lenth  and  tail  conforme  to  the  said  acts  of  parliament. 

^t^'  ^^^^'  24.  The  convention,  considering  that  ther  are  many  burghs  deficient 
in  paying  of  thair  voluntar  contribution  towards  the  reparation  of  the 
harbories  of  Dundie  and  Innerkeithing  [ordained  such  burghs  to  send  the 
same  to  next  particular  convention]. 

iM^^b^ite^^*      25.  The  convention  haveing  considdered  and  perused  ane  compend  of 

ling.  the  burrow  books  since  the  yeire  1552,  compyled  by  ther  present  clerk, 

Maister  James  Rocheid,  wherby  the  whoU  materiall  acts,  constitutions, 
and  policie  of  the  state  of  burrowes  since  the  first  institution  is  cleirlie 
and  breifly  holden  furth,  and  finding  the  said  work  necessar  and  vsefull 
for  seuerall  particular  burghs  to  have  in  thair  custodie,  which  he  is 
heirby  oblidged  to  give  them  doubles  thereof,  and  in  respect  of  his 
personall  pains  and  care  of  thair  affairs  since  his  admissioun,  therefor  the 
convention  grants  to  him  ane  gratuity  of  ane  hundred  punds  sterling. 

Nut  generall        26.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  ordained  the  next  general  oonvention 

convention.        ^  ^^  j^^j^  ^^  p^^^j^  .^^  j^j^  ^^^^ 

Burghs  absent       27.  Unlawed  the  burghs  absent  and  those  who  have  left  without  Babscribing 


unlawed. 


the  book  except  such  as  shall  subscribe  the  same  at  Edinburgh. 


Anentthe50         28.  Ordained  steps  to  be  taken  by  the  burghs  commissioner  at  courts  and  at 
TOize  on  the      ^^  particular  convention,  for  discontinuance  of  "  that  heavie  impost  of  fjftie  solx 
vpon  the  tun  of  Sootts  ships  in  France." 


edinburoh.  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

8  August  1871.  ' 

Commissioners  Edinburgh,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  James  Currie,  and  William  Hamil- 
toun ;  Perth,  Patrick  Threipland ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester ;  Aberdeen, 
Maister  Robert  Petrie ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander 
Milne ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  William  Cunighame ;  Had- 
dingtoun,  Maister  Harie  Cockburne  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswell ;  MontroBe, 
Robert  Rennald ;  Bruntisland,  William  Gedd  ;  Pittinweem,  John  Cook ; 
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Dumbax,    James    Hamiltoun ;    Arbroth,   John    Aikman ;    Elgin,    James  g^^^^^ji 

Calder;  Peibles,  Alexander  Williamsone;  Queensferrie,  Archbald  Wilsone; - 

St  Androis,  Kirkcaldie,  Couper,  Innerkeithing,  Kinghome,  Craill,  and 
BamflF  {hlavk)., 

8  August  1671. 

1.  Andrew  Eamsay,  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.        Moderator. 

2.  Appoynts  George  Cheyne  to  be  clerk  to  the  burroues  and  to  doe  Cheyne,  clerk, 
everything  requisit   in  the  said  office  till  ther  nixt  meeting  or  farder 

order,  and  this  made  notwithstanding  of  any  former  acts  standing  in 
favors  of  any  persone. 

9  August  1671. 

3.  Ordained  the  agent  to  conqur  with  and  assist  the  burgh  of  Stirling  " in  prose-  Proeecuti<mof 
cution  of  ane  action  to  be  intented  be  them  against  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  urgns. 
regalitie  within  their  schyre  for  importing  and  exporting  of  steple  commodities 

contrare  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes." 

12  August  1671. 

4.  Approved  of  a  letter  "  to  the  Erie  of  Lauderdaill  anent  the  inconveniencies  Letter  to  Erie 
and  creiveances  to  he  communicate  to  him  anent  the  continuance  of  the  steple  ^^  Lauderdaill, 
porte  at  Dorte."     Continued  the  making  of  a  new  table  of  conservators  dues  till  dues. 

next  particular  or  general  convention. 

5.  The  present  convention  of  burrowes  considdering  the  prejudice  '^"^^ff®** 
that  aryseth  from  the  setlement  of  ther  steple  att  Dorte,  judgeth  itsUpieport 
convenient  to  endeavour  ane  removeall  from  the  same,  and  for  that  effect 

have  appoynted  ane  letter  to  be  written  to  the  Erie  of  Lauderdale  to 
move  his  Majestic  to  conceme  himself  in  the  same,  and  lykwayes  doe 
recomend  it  to  Maister  Henry  Wilkie,  conservator,  to  be  considdering 
when  the  same  shall  be  effectuat,  where  the  burrowes  may  fix,  in  what 
toun  or  place,  and  eftir  his  endeavours  of  the  same  to  give  ane  accompt  of 
his  opinion  both  as  to  conditions  and  conveinencie,  that  the  convention  or 
comittie  of  convention  may  make  choise  accordingly,  and  that  the  extract 
heirof  may  be  given  to  the  conservator  for  his  warrand. 

6.  Eefen*ing  to  the  5th  act  of  the  convention  held  on  3  March  1668,  the  imposition  50 
commissioners  appointed  the  sum  of  £1500  sterling*^  to  be  allowed  to  some  *>^  ^TP*^'*  *^ 
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Edikburgh.      honourable  persone  who  will  undertake  and  accomplish  the  off  taking  of  the 
llrt***^^^        imposition  of  fjftie  solze  vpon  the  tun  of  goods  exported  or  imported  to  and  fra 

'- the  kingdom  of  France." 

Skeen,  Hope,         7-  ^^^  commissioners  admitted  Andrew  Skein,   son  of  Andrew    Skein,  late 
faoion.  factor  at  Campveer,  and  Henrie  Hope,  merchant,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  to  be 

factors  at  the  staple  port 
Pirrie,  Wood         8.  Appointed  the  agents  to  pay  to  Thomas  Pirrie,  the  clerk's  servant,  and 

William  Wood,  servitor  to  the  agent,  ^ye  rex  dollars  each. 


edinburoh.  Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

10  October  ' 


1671. 


10  October  1671. 


Commisionen.  Edinburgh,  Sir  Androw  Ramsay,  James  Currie  and  Samuel  Cheislie ; 
Perth,  Patrick  Threipland  ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester  ;  Aberdeen,  Androw 
Skein;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone;  Air, 
Thomas  Knight ;  KLirkcaldie,  Robert  Chapman ;  Montrose,  Robert 
Renneld  ;  Bruntisland,  William  Gedd ;  Irwing,  James  Barclay ;  Pitten- 
weem,  Mr  Robert  Cleland ;  Dumbartoun,  Robert  Watsone ;  Dumbar, 
James  Hamiltoun  ;  (thirteen  burghs  blank). 

13  October  1671. 

Anderson,  1.  [As  authorised  by  the  22nd  and   28th  acts  of  last  general  con- 

tiOTs!*  ^^*'^^^'  vention  the  commissioners  appointed  William  Andersone,  provost  of 
Glasgow,]  to  be  our  agent,  giving  him  heirby  our  full,  free,  plaine  pouer, 
expres  bidding,  mandaraent,  and  charge,  for  ws  in  our  names  and  our 
behalf,  to  repaire  to  London  to  attend  at  court,  and  particularlie  wpon 
the  Erie  of  Lauderdaill,  and  there  to  agent  and  negotiat  in  the  forsaid 
affair  of  burrowes  according  to  the  instructions  given  by  ws  to  him  or 
that  shall  be  heiraftir  direct  from  ws  or  any  deligat  from  ws  to  him  .  .  . 
Folio wes  the  instructions  sett  doun  be  the  commissioners  of  burrowes. 

(1.)  That  he  shall  forthwith  repaire  to  London  to  the  said  Erie  of 
Lauderdaill  and  there  to  interceid  with  his  lordship  anent  the  doun 
getting  of  the  fyftie  solze  of  impost  vpon  the  tun  laid  on  by  the  Frensh 
King  vpon  ships  and  vesselHs  belonging  to  this  kingdome  in  France,  and 
to  advance  and  make  payment  to  his  lordship,  whensoevir  the  samen 
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impost  is  taken  off,  the  soume  of  fyfteen  hundred  punds  sterling,  which  Edinburgh. 
the  said  William  Anderson  by  his  acceptation  of  the  said  imployment  as  len. 
agent  for  the  burrowes  is  heirby  oblidged  till  advance  and  make  payment  Anderson, 
to  the  said  noble  earle  accordingly.  ^^^j  ^"^«- 

(2.)  Secundly.  That  he  doe  his  uttmost  endeavour  at  court,  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  said  noble  erle,  for  the  obteining  of  the  burrows  freedom  from 
the  restrent  of  importing  of  forraigne  salt  from  France  or  elswhere,  and 
thatt  forraign  salt  be  imported  by  the  burrows  as  formerlie,  seeing  the 
same  is  greatlie  prejudiciall  to  their  tread  and  ane  heavie  burdeen  vpon  the 
kingdome,  and  to  mynd  this  particular  as  the  speciall  concerne  of  the 
burrows  and  insinuat  no  les  thatt  if  this  be  not  granted  the  doun  getting 
of  the  fyftie  solze  vpon  the  tun  will  not  be  of  great  importance  to  thair 
estate. 

(3.)  Item,  to  represent  the  great  invasion  made  vpon  the  priviledge  of 
royall  burrows  by  regalities  and  barronies  and  vther  wnfree  places, 
especiallie  in  that  incommunicable  priviledge  only  competent  to  royall 
burghis  of  exporting  and  importing  comodities ;  and  in  regaird  there  are 
severall  process  depending  befoir  the  lords  of  session  at  the  instances  of 
perticular  royall  burghs  against  wnfree  places,  therefor  he  is  to  doe  his 
utmost  for  procureing  ane  letter  from  the  Kings  Majestic  to  the  lords  of 
session  in  favors  of  the  royall  burrows  and  in  that  particular. 

(4.)  Item,  to  endeavour  that  the  restrent  of  importing  Irish  com- 
modities be  also  taken  off  and  that  there  be  free  trade  with  that 
kingdome. 

(5.)  Item,  that  sieing  by  the  constitution  of  royall  burrows  they  have 
pouer  of  regulation  of  metts  and  measures  within  their  respectiue  juris- 
dictions, and  yett  that  they  are  trubled  by  severall  persons  who  impetrats 
gifts  from  his  Majestic  destructive  to  ther  said  priviledge,  that  there- 
for the  said  agent  wold  doe  his  endeavour  to  procuire  a  letter  from 
his  Majestic  to  the  lords  of  secreit  councill  that  no  execution  should  pas 
vpon  any  such  gifts  of  that  nature  alredie  granted  or  that  heireffcer  sould 
be  granted  by  his  Majestic  in  prejudice  of  the  burrows,  or  that  no 
opposition  be  made  against  the  burrows  anent  thair  tryell  of  their 
weights  and  measures  within  thair  severall  jurisdictions. 

2.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow,  Dundie,  Kirkcaldie,  Bruntisland  and  Coirespond- 
Haddingtone  to  meet  with  the  provost  of  Edinbui*gh  at  Edinburgh  when  required  enoe  with       . 
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EDnrBUROH. 
13  October 
ld71. 


Chevne200 
men 


3vne 
rlcs. 

Payments. 


and  correspond  with  the  agent  at  conrt,  and  in  case  of  an  emergency  of  great 
importance  to  call  a  particular  convention. 

3.  The  commissioners  "  considering  the  long  and  duetifoU  service  of  George 
Ghejne,  ther  servant,  hes  allowed  to  him  the  soume  of  tuo  hundred  merks/' 

4.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Thomas  Pirrie,  servitor  to  the  clerk,  10  rex 
dollars,  to  William  Bell  five  rex  dollars,  to  William  Wood,  servitor  to  the 
agent,  five  rex  dollars,  and  **  to  the  poire  man  that  sueeps  the  hoos  **  twelve 
shillings  sterling. 


EDniBUBOH. 

18  July  1672. 


Auditors*  re< 
port. 


Dumfriea, 
mercats. 


Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

13  July  1672. 
The  auditors  appointed  for  auditing  the  agent's  accounts  gave  in  their 


report. 


12  September  1672. 


Anent  the  supplication  presented  to  the  comissioners  of  burrows  then 
conveened  be  [Stephen]  Irwing,  present  provest  of  Dumfreis,  makeand 
mention  that  quhair  the  Earle  of  Nidsdaill  and  the  Lord  Maxwell,  his 
sone,  hes  within  this  moneth  or  therby,  wpon  pretence  of  the  late  act  of 
parliament  anent  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities,  erected  at  his  own 
hand,  without  warrand  either  from  parliament  or  secreitt  council!,  ane 
weekly  mercat  neer  the  verrie  ports  of  Dumfrees  wpon  Wednesday  which 
is  the  mercat  day  of  the  said  burgh,  which  does  not  only  greatly  prejudge 
their  said  mercat  bot  also  the  leidges  are  threatned  and  fyned  by  him 
for  bringing  in  the  loads  of  come,  bestiall,  and  other  vendable  com- 
modities to  their  said  mercat,  contrare  to  the  priviledge  of  the  royall 
burrowes,  and  which  is  noways  intented  by  the  said  late  act  of  parliament, 
therfore  craveing  that  inregaird  the  samen  concerns  the  oomon  interest  of 
burrows  and  to  deterr  others  from  doeing  the  lyke  which  is  greatly 
feared,  they  begining  so  airlie  to  medle  with  the  said  burgh  of  Dumfrees 
in  that  poynt,  thought  the  convention  of  burrows  will  espous  and  own 
the  said  burgh  in  seeking  redres  of  the  said  abuse  before  the  judge 
compitent,  and  for  that  effect  to  grant  warrand  and  pouer  to  tbair  agent 
to  concurre  and  assist  and  to  deburse  what  shall  be  fund  necessar  in  pro- 
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secuteing  of  that  affaire,  as  the  supplication  bears ;  which  petition  with  fo^S^Y^^?' 

the    grunds    therof    being    considdered    be    the    said    convention    fynds  1672. 

themselfs  oblidged  to  countinance  and  give  their  assistance  in  such  a  merclts^** 
particular  of  such  daingerous  ane  consequence  to  the  estate  of  burrows, 
therfore  appoynta  and  ordanis  William  Broun,  their  agent,  to  assist  the 
said  provest  or  any  persone  comissionate  be  the  said  burgh  and  to  doe 
his  uttmost  endeavour  in  the  said  particular,  and  if  neid  beis  to  deburse 
and  expend  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  thought  requisite  for  careing 
on  and  prosecuteing  the  said  aflfaire. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Pertu.  perth. 

1  July  1673. 

1  July  1673. 

Edinburgh,  James  Currie  and  Hary  Barclay ;  Perth,  Patrick  Threip-  '  *°^^" 

land  and  John  Wilsone  ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester ;  Aberdeen,  Gilbert 
MoUesone ;  Stirling,  Eobert  Eussell ;  Linlithgow,  Eobert  Milne ;  St 
Androis,  John  Geddie ;  Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  William 
Cuninghame ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  Hary  Cockbume ;  Dysarte,  James 
Boswell ;  Kirkcaldie,  Dauid  Fergusone ;  Monross,  Eobert  Eennett ; 
Couper,  John  Barclay ;  Anstruther  Eister,  James  Lawsone  ;  Dumfrees, 
Stephan  Irwing ;  Innemess,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Bruntisland,  William 
Gedd  ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennet ;  Kinghorne,  John  Bruce ;  Brichen, 
David  Donaldsone ;  Irwing,  AUane  Cuming ;  Jedburgh,  Androw  Euther- 
foord ;  Pittinweem,  John  Aitchiesone ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitchellhill ; 
Dumbartane,  John  Cuninghame ;  Ehenfrew,  John  Somervell ;  Dumbar, 
Robert  Pringle ;  Lenrick,  Eobert  Haistie ;  Peibles,  Androw  Hislope ; 
Forfar,  John  Carnegie ;  Forrass,  Patrick  TuUoch ;  Eutherglen,  David 
Spens ;  Lauder,  Gilbert  Idingtoun ;  Queensferrie,  Archibald  Wilsone ; 
(thirty  burghs  blank), 

2  July  1673. 

1.  Patrick  Threipland,  first  in  commission  for  Perth,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

2.  The  commissioners  continued  till  next  convention  the  heads  of  the  missive  Several  articles 
referring  to  the  burgh  of  Brichen  and  their  neighbours,  the  settling  of  the  staple  co^^ti^^ued. 

4  L 
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Perth. 

2  July  1673. 

Agents 
accomptfl. 
Linen  cloth, 
yam. 

Comittie 
appoyuted. 


port,  the  fishing  trade,  the  price  of  salt  and  coals,  foreign  money,  and  the  suppli- 
cation of  the  burgh  of  Air. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  and  audit  the  agent's  accounts. 

4.  Continued  the  putting  to  execution  the  acts  as  to  linen  cloth  and  jam  to 
be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

5.  The  present  comissioners  of  burrows  finds  it  fitt  for  the  speedy 
dispatch  of  their  affairs  to  appoynt  ane  committie  to  meett  to-morrow  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  foimoon,  consisting  of  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth, 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  St  Androis,  Glasgow,  Montross,  Stirling, 
Haddingtoun,  Air,  Innemess,  Kirkcaldie,  to  considder  of  all  particulars 
that  are  to  be  agitat  in  this  present  convention  which  are  to  be  heads  of 
the  next  missive,  and  to  receave  in  all  petitions,  particular  complaints  of 
any  burghs  or  persones,  and  generally  of  all  greiveances  lying  wpon  the 
burrows,  and  to  prepare  the  samen  to  give  in  their  reporte  to  the  next 
general!  meetting  the  morrow  at  the  thrie  o'cloak  in  the  aftimoon. 


Patent,  malt- 


men. 


Supplication, 
Air. 


Supplication, 
Irwing. 


Supplication, 
Duiufrcis. 


3  July  1673. 

6.  The  commissioners  agreed  to  give  £600  Scots  as  their  proportion  of  800  dollars 
of  expenses  incurred  by  Charles  Murray,  John  Brown  of  Gorgie  Milne  and  Thomas 
Robertsone,  present  treasurer  of  Edinburgh,  "  in  perse  wing  of  ane  reduction  of 
ane  patent  obteaned  be  the  laird  of  Ardross  and  Collonell  Borthwick  against  the 
whole  maltmen  within  the  kiugdome  of  Scotland  which  wold  tend  much  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  that  trade." 

7.  Anent  the  supplication  of  Air,  declairing  their  poverty  and  decay  of  trade, 
the  commissioners  appointed  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Irwing,  and  Dumbartoun 
'*  to  take  ane  narrow  search  of  thair  comon  good  and  how  the  samen  was 
improved  and  otherwayes  of  the  estate  and  conditione  of  the  said  bui^h  as  it 
now  stands,"  and  to  report  to  next  general  convention. 

8.  Anent  the  supplication  of  Irwing  representing  the  decay  of  the  burgh 
*'  throw  want  of  trade  which  is  occasioned  be  the  restrent  of  Irish  commodities 
which  wes  the  only  means  and  commerce  quhairby  their  burgh  subsisted,"  the 
commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Stirling,  and  Dumbartoun, 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  state  of  the  burgh  and  to  report  to  next  general 
convention. 

9.  Anent  the  supplication  of  Dumfrees,  representing  their  decay  and  poverty, 
"  occasioned  by  the  Earle  of  Nidsdale  and  Queensberrie  by  thair  erecting  of  four 
weeklie  mercats  neir  the  said  burgh,  by  which  they  are  frustrat  of  thair  customs," 
the  commissioners  appointed  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Irwing,  and  Air  to  visit 
and  report  the  condition  of  the  burgh  to  next  general  convention. 
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10.  Anent  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Pittinweem,  representing  ^^^^'^  q^^T^\/.7« 
poverty  and  decay  of  trade,  the  commissioners  ordained  the  burghs  of  St  Androis,  — ^^ — — ^ — 
Dysert  and   Kirkcaldy  to  visit  and  report  the  condition  of  the  burgh  to  next  l^ttmi^em^ 
general  convention.     Granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  of  Forres  from  attending  Exemption 
conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years  on  the  usual  conditions.  Forres. 

11.  Approved  of  the  letting  of  part  of  the  common  muir  of  Perth  to  John  Perth,  comon 
Lamb,  dean  of  guild,  for  nineteen  years. 

12.  The  present  commissioners  of  burrowes  takeing  to  consideratioune  Gifts,  malt, 
the  great  expens  that  certaine  persones  have  been  putt  to  in  name  of  the 
maltmen  in  reduceing  of  the  gift  granted  be  the  Kings  Majestie  to 
Ardross  and  Collonell  Borthuick,  therefore  they  recommend  to  the  burgh 
of  Edinburgh,  with  the  agent,  to  concurre  and  assist  the  said  incorpora- 
tion of  maltmen  in  opposeing  of  any  new  gift  if  it  shall  be  craved  by  the 
saids  persones  or  any  others  in  thair  name  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said 
incorporation,  as  also  in  the  prosecution  of  the  reduction  of  Sir  John 
Nicolsone  his  gift  wpon  the  imposition  putt  on  the  tobacco. 

13.  Approved  of  the  burgh  of  Queensferry  "setting  out  to  the  best  availl  Queensferry, 
their  comon  mure."  °°°'°''  '°^- 

14.  The  convention  considdering  the  contents  of  a  missive  direct  to  Burghs  coats 
them  be  the  lord  lyon  anent  the  matriculating  of  the  arms  of  the  royall  ^^  *™^' 
burrows  and  of  his  lordshipps  kynd  expression  to  them  therein  wherof 

they  are  verrie  sensible,  and  furder  conceaveing  that  it  is  most  convenient 
for  avoyding  of  future  truble,  and  that  it  tends  much  to  the  securitie  and 
preservation  in  all  tyme  coming  of  the  particular  coatts  of  arms  of  eatch 
severall  burgh  that  the  arms  of  the  whole  burrows  of  the  kingdome  be 
registratt  and  matriculat  in  the  said  lord  lyons  books,  to  the  eflfect  extract 
may  be  given  furth  therof,  therefor  the  convention  ordains  the  haill  bur- 
rowes of  this  kingdome  to  take  furth  extracts  of  thair  respective  coatts  of 
arms  out  of  the  said  lord  lyons  books,  and  that  betuixt  and  the  next 
generall  convention  as  they  will  be  ansuerable  to  the  censure  of  the  said 
convention. 

15.  The  present  convention  ordains  their  generall  clerk  to  direct  ane  Letter  to 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  his  grace  representing  to  him  thie  great  Lauderdale, 
decay  of  the  royall  burrowes  by  want  of  trade  and  other  heavie  burdeens 

lying  vpon  them. 
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Perth.  1 6.  On  the  supplication  of  Jedburgh,  the  convention  approved  of  setting  the 

liZ — —1 —  common  good  with  a  piece  of  waste  ground  and  tenement  belonging  to  that  burgh, 

Jedbiirgh.  ^j^j  ^Yisit  "  for  the  space  of  threttein  yeares,  to  the  best  avail!,  for  payment  of 
thair  publict  debts.''  Also  granted  exemption  to  the  burgh  from  attending  con- 
ventions for  three  years. 

Forfwr,  con-  i7.  Anent  the  supplication  presented  to  the  burro wes  by  the  burgh 

of  Forfar  craveing  thair  concurrance  with  the  agents  in  defence  of  ane 
action  intented  against  their  burgh  anent  the  constabullary  of  the  samen, 
the  present  comissioners  haveing  considdered  the  said  petition,  and  finding 
themselfs  in  duety  oblidged  to  concurre  and  assist  them  in  defence  of  thair 
just  priviledges,  therfore  they  appoynt  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundie,  and 
Monross  to  speak  with  the  said  Erie  off  Kinghome  and  crave  inspection 
of  his  rights  to  the  said  constabullary,  and  if  they  find  the  samen  to  be 
valide  and  uncontrollable  by  law  that  they  desire  the  said  burgh  to  desist 
from  farder  expending  off  money  in  the  said  matter,  and  if  otherwayes 
the  saids  comissioners  ordains  thair  agent  to  concurre  and  assist  the  said 
burgh  in  defence  of  the  said  action  and  to  depurse  and  bestow  ane 
hundred  merks  thairanent. 
Keieifof  18.  Anent  the  supplication  presented  to  them  be  Alexander  Knox^ 

the  Turks.  merchand  in  Glasgow,  in  name  of  the  wifes  and  children  of  severall  per- 
sons that  are  now  taken  prissoners  with  the  Turks,  extending  to  the 
number  of  nynteen  persones,  craveing  a  voluntar  contribution  to  be 
collected  through  the  haill  burrows  towards  thair  releef,  the  present 
comissioners  of  burrows  taking  the  same  to  consideration  and  finding  the 
same  to  be  ane  worke  of  charitie,  therefore  they  grant  the  desire  of  the 
said  petition,  and  ordains  ilk  burgh  to  make  intimatioun  hereof  to  thair 
respective  burghis  at  thair  homecoming,  and  seriously  recomends  to  thair 
respective  burghs  to  take  such  effectuall  course  for  collecting  of  the  said 
contribution  ather  at  the  kirk  doors  or  at  the  houssis  of  the  inhabitants 
as  they  conccavo  will  be  most  conduceable  for  augmenting  of  the  said 
charitable  contribution,  and  that  the  same  be  putt  in  present  executioD, 
and  what  shall  be  collected  in  the  respective  burghs  to  be  sent  to  the 
said  petitioner  who  hes  enacted  himself  in  the  books  of  privie  councill  to 
make  the  same  furthcomand  for  the  releef  of  the  saids  prissoners,  or  to 
William  Broun  thair  agent. 

Meawires,  salt.         19.  The  commissioners,  considering  there  are  several  measures  of  inland  sail. 
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one  for  fielling  and  another  for  buying,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  lieges,  ordained  Perth. 
that  the  whole  measures  be  conform  to  the  standard  of  Linlithgow.  y     '  - 

20.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extending  Agents 
to  £2906,  13s.  4d.  accompts. 

21.  Allowed  to  George  Cheyne  the  sum  of  one  hundred  merks  Scots.  Cheyne. 

22.  Ordained  the  agent  to  exact  payment  of  fines  from  burghs  for  being  Absents  fynes. 
absent  from  conventions, 

23.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  James  Rocheid,  their  general  clerk,  £100  General  clerk 
sterling,  conform  to  the  25  th  act  of  the  general  convention  held  at  Dundee. 

4  July  1673. 

24.  Allowed  to  Andrew  M*Curre,  post,  £50  Scots.  Post,  £60. 

25.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  con-  Nixt  Conven- 
vention  to  be  held  at  Stirling  in  July  next.  ****"' 

General  Convention,  held  at  Stirling.  Stirling. 

7  July  1674. 

Edinburgh,  Robert  Baird,  John  Cunighame ;  Perth,  Sir  Patrick  Commiaaioners 
Threepland  ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester  ;  Aberdeen,  Maister  Robert  Petrie  ; 
Stirling,  Robert  Russell  and  James  Steinson ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne ; 
Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  John  Moir ;  Haddingtoun,  William 
Lamb  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boswall ;  Kirkcaldie,  David  Fergusone  ;  Monross, 
Robert  Rennald ;  Couper,  John  Barclay ;  Dumfrees,  James  Kenman ; 
Bruntilland,  James  Dewar ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennett ;  Kinghom, 
James  Wood ;  Brichen,  David  Liddell ;  Irwing,  Allan  Cuming ,  Jedburgh, 
Andro  Ainslay ;  Kirkcudbricht,  John  Livingstoun  ;  Dumfermling,  Peter 
Walker ;  Dumbartoun,  John  Cunighame ;  Ramfrew,  John  Somervell ; 
Dumbar,  James  Kello ;  Lanerk,  Robert  Haistie ;  Arbrothock,  Henry 
Fichie  ;  Elgin,  John  Spence ;  Caraill,  William  MoncreiflF ;  Culross,  John 
Heliday ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Rothesay,  Donald  M*Ilchrist ;  Ruther- 
glen,  John  Robesone  ;  North  Berwick,  Joseph  Marjoribanks ;  Lauder, 
Gilbert  Edingtoun  ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Ross ;  Queensferrie,  Archibald 
Wilsone.      (Twenty-eight  burghs  absent). 

7  July  1674. 
1.  Robert  Russell,  first  in  commission  for  Stirling,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 
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Stiruno. 
7  July  1674. 

Comission 
revised. 


Comittie. 
appoynted. 


2.  The  convention  appoynts  ane  comitie  for  to  revise  the  sufficiencie 
of  the  comissious,  which  accordingly  they  did 

8  July  1674. 

3.  The  convention  of  borrowes  haveing  mett  in  the  place  appoynted 
for  that  eflfect,  vpon  serious  considerationis  have  thought  fitt  to  appoynt 
ane  committie  consisting  of  the  burghs  wnderwrittin,  viz.,  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  St  Andros,  Kirk- 
caldie,  Monros,  Air,  Dumbartane,  Irwing,  Bruntisland,  Dysai*te,  Inner- 
keithing,  Queensferry,  Innemess,  Elgin,  Arbrothock,  Kinghorne,  Dum- 
fermling,  Haddingtoun,  Culross  and  Durnbar  to  meett  at  the  burgh  of 
Edinburgh  the  second  Tuesday  of  November  next  to  come,  and  there  to 
sitt,  treat,  vote,  and  concludd  wpon  the  heads  of  the  generall  missive,  pro- 
miseing  to  hold  firme  and  stable  what  the  said  committie  shall  doe  therein, 
as  also  anent  the  off  takeing  of  the  fyfty  solze  imposed  vpon  the  tim  of 
goods  in  France.  And  lykwayes  the  convention  appoynts  fyve  or  sex  of 
the  number  of  the  forsaid  committie  to  meett  vpon  Tuesday  next  at 
Edinburgh,  being  the  fourtein  day  of  this  instant  moneth  of  July,  with 
the  lord  conservator,  to  heare  what  proposellis  he  is  to  make  to  them  in 
relation  to  the  staple  port;  as  also  anent  the  said  50  solze  vpon  the  tun 
and  who  are  to  advyse  what  may  relate  to  the  saids  particulars,  and  to 
reporte  to  the  said  particular  convention. 

Next  generall  4.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  con- 

convention,       vention  to  be  held  at  Glasgow  in  July  next. 


Edinburgh. 
14  August  1674. 


Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh, 


Commissioners  Edinburgh,  James  Currie,  Robert  Baird,  John  Cunighame ;  Perth, 
Sir  Patrick  Threepland ;  Dundie,  George  Forrester ;  Aberdeen,  Maister 
Robert  Petrie ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne  ;  St  Andros,  John  Sheillis ; 
Glasgow,  William  Andersone ;  Air,  William  Cuninghame ;  Haddingtoun, 
William  Lamb ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswall ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Williamsone  ; 
Monross,  Maister  Robert  Tailyour ;  Couper,  John  Barclay ;  Bruntisland, 
James  Dewar ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce;  Irwing,  Allan  Gumming;  Jed- 
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burgh,   Andrew  Ainsly ;    Selkirk,   William    Scott  ;    Dumbartoun,    John  Edinbuboh. 

Cuningham  ;     Kamfrew,    John     Somervell ;     Lanrick,     Robert     Hastie ; — '■- 

Peibles,  James  Thomsone ;  Carraill,  William  MoncreiflF ;  BamflF,  WUliam  Commissioners 
Fyffe  ;  Rothesay,  Donald  M*Gilchrist ;  Northberwick,  Robert  Sandilands  ; 
Sanquhar,  Robert  Carmichaell ;   Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone.     (Thirty- 
seven  burghs  absent), 

14  August  1674. 

1.  James  Ciirrie,  provost  and  first  in  comiaission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator, 
moderator. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  for  revising  the  sufficiency  of  the  commissions  Comissions, 
reported  that  they  were  conform  to  the  acts  of  bui'ghs. 

15  August  1674. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  for  considering  the  draught  of  two  letters  to  the  Letters  to 
King's  Majesty,  and  to  make  one  of  both.  '*^* 

17  August  1674. 

4.  The  present  commissioners  of  burrows  haveing  considdered  l^is  ,^|*  ^jj®?**®" 
Majesties  Letter,  whereof  the  tenor  follo^vis  : — Charles  R.  Trustie  and  burrowis. 
weell  beloved  wee  greett  yow  weell.  As  wee  have  vpon  all  occassions 
since  our  happie  restauration  given  testimonies  of  our  care  to  mentaine 
the  just  rights  and  priviledges  of  all  our  good  subjects  of  that  our  antient 
kingdom  so  are  wee  resolved  particularly  to  maintaine  and  support  our 
royall  borrows  in  their  immunities,  and  therefor  being  informed  that  of 
late  ane  innovation  hes  been  brought  in  amongst  them  by  electing  comis- 
sioners  and  sending  them  from  severall  of  the  burghs  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, conventions,  and  at  thair  own  generall  and  particular  meettings,  who 
are  not  actuall  residenters  within  these  burghs  comissionating  them,  nor 
bearing  propportionable  charges  with  them,  or  such  as  can  loss  or 
gaine  in  ony  of  their  concerns,  which  (as  wee  are  informed)  are  directly 
contrare  to  the  ancient  constitutions  of  the  burghs  and  to  many  of  their 
acts ;  therefor  wee  have  thought  fitt  to  requyre  yow  to  tak  speciall  care 
that  your  antient  acts  concerneing  this  matter  may  be  revived  and 
manteined  and  the  like  abuse  prevented  for  the  future;  and  so  wee  bid  you 
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Edinburgh,  fareweell.  Given  at  our  honour  of  Hamptoun  Court,  the  thrid  Julij 
- _  — ^ —  1674,  and  of  our  reign  the  26  yeare.     By  his  Majesties  command.     Sic 

letter  to  the  suhscribitur,  Lauderdale.  Which  being  seriously  considdered  by  the 
urrowis.  comissiouers  presently  conveened,  thinks  fitt  that  the  ansuer  following  be 
returned  to  his  Majestie,  wherof  the  tenour  followes  : — May  it  pleas  your 
sacred  Majestie.  The  royall  marks  of  your  Majesties  extraordinary  care 
and  kyndnes  for  ws  and  our  interest  had  raised  in  us  verry  much  joy 
and  satisfaction  if  wee  had  not  perceived  by  your  Majesties  letter  that  yow 
wer  informed  that  wee  had  been  wanting  to  the  interest  of  our  estate  in 
allowing  some  of  our  burghs  to  be  represented  in  parliament  by  such  as 
wer  not  actual  residenters  therein  and  such  as  boore  no  burdeen  with  us 
and  had  suffered  former  acts  of  our  constitution  to  run  in  disuetude, 
whereby  such  elections  were  declaired  wnlawfuU  ;  and  therefore  wee  with 
all  duetifuU  submission,  in  the  first  place,  return  your  Majestie  our  heartie 
thanks  and  assure  your  Majestie  that  wee  shall  alwayes  make  it  our  cheifest 
care  and  indeavour  to  promove  and  persew  every  thing  which  may  advance 
your  Majesties  interest  or  may  signifie  to  the  world  that  wee  are  resolved  to 
imploy  our  lifes  and  fortunes  in  your  Majesties  service ;  and  in  the  next 
place  wee  begg  leive  to  assure  your  Majestie  that  as  our  predicessors  wer 
so  wise  as  not  to  encroatch  vpon  the  privilidges  of  parliament  by  pre- 
limitating  the  freedom  of  elections  for  parliaments,  nor  to  retrinsh  or 
lessin  their  own  libberties  in  elections,  so  the  generall  conventions  of  bur- 
rows did  alwayes  allow  the  elections  of  those  who  wer  not  actuall  resi- 
denters becaus  they  might  be  vpon  other  accompts  serviceable  to  thair 
interest ;  and  wee  haveing,  in  obedience  to  your  Majesties  oommandSy 
perused  and  considdered  our  former  acts  in  reference  to  elections,  wee  find 
that  there  is  no  grund  from  the  saids  acts  for  declareing  the  elections  of 
persones  who  wer  not  residenters  within  these  burghs  for  whom  they  wer 
chosen  to  be  invalide  bot  on  the  contrare  they  have  been  evir  allowed, 
owned,  and  acknouledged  as  lawfull  members  in  all  generall  conventiones 
of  estats  and  parliaments  notwithstanding  of  any  acts  formerly  made,  nor 
have  wee  fund  any  to  stick  more  clos  to  your  Majesties  interest  and  ours 
and  more  capable  to  serve  your  Majestie  and  ws  nor  such  who  wer  not 
residenters  in  royall  burghs,  nor  hath  our  rowin  taken  its  ryse  from  them 
bot  from  the  acts  in  favours  of  burghs  of  regalities  and  the  act  of  adjudi* 
cations,  both  past  in  the  thrid  session  of  the  last  parliament,  by  the  first 
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of  which  our  priviledges  wer  communicated  to  many  thousands  who  boore  Edinburgh. 
not  burden  with  ws,  and  that  notwithstanding  of  ane  constant  series  of-^ : — ; — ^ 

1  'ill*  p  1  -ijr*i*  1*  1*  ^is  Majesties 

lawes  introduced  in  our  favors  by  your  Majesties  glonous  predicessors,  utter  to  the 
and  by  the  last  of  which  wee  are  forced  to  take  inconsidderable  parcellis  ^^^*^^^' 
of  land  for  these  stocks  of  money  which  wee  should  employ  vpon  trade  ; 
and  as  our  trade  is  burdeened  by  theese  acts,  so  our  consciencies  are 
insnared  by  one  other  act  forceing  ws  to  give  our  oaths  vpon  concealed 
goods  and  imbazlements,  contrare  to  the  custome  of  all  nations,  quhairby 
wee  are  drawen  from  our  trades  to  attend  proces  intented  against  ws  at 
the  customers  pleasure,  from  all  which  wee  hope  to  be  delivered  by  your 
Majesties  gracious  recommendation  to  the  next  parliament,  oflF  which  wee 
stand  much  in  need  ;  and  in  the  interim  wee  are  humble  supplicants  to 
your  sacred  Majestie  that  yee  wold  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  to 
the  comitties  of  trade  in  both  kingdoms  to  meett  and  to  prosecute  these 
excellent  overtures  lately  made  for  a  mutuall  trade  by  which  your  Majestie 
may  restoir  in  some  measure  this  state  to  its  former  condition  and  may 
make  ws  happie  in  good  nighbours  as  wee  are  now  in  ane  incomparable 
Prince.  And  wee  doe  fully  assure  your  Majestie  that  in  every  thing  that 
may  conceme  your  Majesties  service,  either  in  conventions,  parliaments, 
or  what  evir  els  in  our  pouer,  your  Majestie  shall  alwayes  find  that  your 
royall  borrowes  will  deporte  themselffs  with  that  duetie  and  loyalty  to 
your  Majesties  interest  that  becomes,  most  sacred  Soveraigne,  your 
Majesties  most  faithfull,  humble,  and  obedient  subjects. 

Note. — ^The  pen  has  been  drawn  through  the  letter  to  the  King  as  engrossed 
in  the  record,  and  the  following  note  is  written  on  the  margin  : — "  This  letter 
delett  by  ane  act  of  burrows."— Fwsfo  infra^  pp.  644,  645. 

As  also  the  convention  finds  it  expedient  that  ane  missive  be  direct  Letter  to  the 
to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  his  Grace  in  relation  to  his  Majesties  letter  iJ2uderdaa©. 
abonewrittin,  quhairof  the  tenor  foUowis : — May  it  pleas  your  Grace. 
Wee  receaved  ane  letter  from  his  Majestie,  bearing  date  the  third  day  of 
July  last,  requyreing  ws  to  revive  our  antient  acts  against  ane  late  inno- 
vation brought  in  among  ws  by  electing  comissioners  to  parliaments  and 
conventions  and  other  our  generall  and  particular  meetings  who  wer  not 
actuall  residenters  within  these  burghs  by  whom  they  wer  commissionat, 
and  according  to  our  duety  wee  haue  returned  our  ansuer  (the  just  double 
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Edinburgh. 
17  August  1674. 

Letter  to  the 

Dukof 

Lauderdaile. 


Protest  and 
di&sont,  Edin< 
burgh  and 
others. 


Petrie  elected 
preses. 


Lettres 
approvin. 


Staple  port. 


quhairof  is  herein  enclosed),  which  wee  hope  your  Grace  will  not  only 
present  bot  also  second  our  just  desires  therin  conteined  with  that  care 
and  favour  wherewith  yow  have  ever  honoured  ws.  Wee  shall  not  at 
present  give  your  grace  any  furder  truble,  saiflF  to  assure  yow  that  as  wee 
doe  verry  cordially  and  constantly  retein  that  sense  and  acknowledgment 
which  wee  ow  to  your  graces  signall  kyndnesses,  so  wee  shall  be  alwayes 
reddie  to  embrace  the  honor  quhairby  wee  may  more  significantly  express 
our  selfs  to  be  your  graces  most  humble  servands. 

Sir  Patrick  Threepland,  provest  of  Perth,  and  comissioner  for  the 
said  burgh,  protested  against  the  sending  of  the  saids  letters  to  his 
Majestic  and  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  as  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
draught  of  the  samen ;  as  also  James  Currie,  provest  of  Edinburgh,  and 
preses  of  the  said  meetting,  Robert  Baird  and  John  Cuninghame, 
comissioners  for  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  disassented  from  the 
draught  of  the  saids  letters ;  and  the  haill  persons  abovewrittin  asked  and 
tooke  instruments  in  the  clerks  hands  and  that  for  the  reasones  given  in 
be  them  in  writt ;  as  lykwayes  the  comissioners  for  Haddingtoun  and 
Bamff  disassented  thairfra. 

5.  The  present  convention,  in  regaird  that  James  Currie,  present 
provest  of  Edinburgh  and  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh  (who  wes  chosen 
preses  by  ane  former  act  of  this  present  convention)  is  not  cleare  to 
subscryve  the  forsaids  lettres  direct  to  his  Majestic  and  to  the  Duk  of 
Lauderdale,  and  hes  refuised  to  subscryve  the  same,  therefor  the  con- 
vention nominats  and  appoynts  Maister  Robert  Petrie,  comissioner  for 
Aberdeen,  to  be  preses  for  this  eflFect,  only  to  subscrive  the  saids  lettres. 

6.  After  the  election  of  Maister  Robert  Petrie,  preses,  the  forsaids 
lettres  being  read  over  in  mundo  befor  the  haill  convention  they 
approved  of  the  same  except  the  persones  who  before  disassented. 

7.  The  comissioners  approves  of  the  progres  that  the  conservator  hes 
already  made  in  ordour  to  the  setleing  of  the  steple  port  at  Campheer 
and  impouers  him  to  proceed  to  a  finall  closs,  and  seriously  recomends  him 
to  the  next  meetting  in  November  for  considdering  quhat  gratuity  is  fitt 
to  give  him  for  his  great  pains  and  care  in  that  office  and  to  make  ane 
act  thairwpon. 
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Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  12  jS^ 

1676. 


Edinburgh,  James  Currie,  Robert  Baird,  John  Cuninghame ;  Perth,  Commiasionera 
Sir  Patrick  Threipland ;  Dundie,  John  Scott ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ; 
Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne;  St  Andros,  John  (Jeddie;  Glasgow,  John 
Bell  ;  Air,  John  Mure ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Lamb ;  Dysarte,  Henry 
Beatie ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whytt ;  Bruntisland,  James  Dewar ;  Inner- 
keithing,  James  Bennett ;  Kinghome,  John  Bruce ;  Dumfermling,  Peter 
Walker ;  Dunbar,  James  Kellie ;  Queinsferry,  Archibald  Wilsone  ; 
Aberdeen,  Monross,  Innerness,  Irwing,  Dumbartoun,  Aberbrothok,  Elgin 
and  Culros  (blank), 

12  January  1675. 

1.  James  Currie,  provost  and  first  in  commission  for  Edinburgh,  elected  Moderator, 
moderator. 

2.  The  comissions  of  the   haill  comissioners  present  being  red  ir^  Comissiona 

.  ,  approTen,  plett 

presentia,  the  convention  finds  them  agree  materially  bot  diflFers  some  form  of  comis- 
what  as  to  the  forme,  yet  notwithstanding  they  doe  approve  of  the 
samen  at  present  and  ordaines  the  plett  forme  of  comissions  sett  doun  at 
Glasgow  to  be  extracted,  and  ilk  burgh  to  have  ane  extract  thereof,  and 
that  forme  to  be  inviolablie  keeped  be  ilk  burgh  in  tyme  coming  under 
the  pains  conteined  in  the  acts  of  burrows  made  thairanent. 

3.  Anent  the  eight  article  of  the  generall  missive  in  relation  to  the  i^i^^i^sf  doath, 
breadth   of  the  linning  cloath  and  bleatching  thereof  with  lyme,  and  coaiUs. 
anent  the  article  in  relation  to  the  uniformitie  of  the  measures  through 

the  whole  kingdome,  and  als  anent  the  coall,  the  present  convention 
appoynts  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth  and  Linlithgow,  with  the 
agent,  to  make  application  to  the  lords  of  secreet  councill  that  the  acts 
of  parliament  made  in  relation  thairto  may  be  putt  in  dew  execution  and 
inviolablie  keeped  hereaftir. 

13  January  1675. 

« 

4.  The  convention  allowed  Henrie  Wilkie,  lord  conservator,  £200  sterling  Conservator 
towards  his  disbursements  and  trouble  taken  as  to  the  staple  port,  and  deferred  port/  ^  ^ 
any  farther  gratuity  till  the  sta])le  port  is  fully  settled. 
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i^iNBURGH.  5,  The'  present  convention  of  borrowes  takeing  to  their  considdera- 

1675. tion    that    his   Majestie   by   his   gracious  letter  direct   to   the  generall 

Act  diaowuing  conventione  of  burrowes  in  Jiilij  last,  at  their  meetting  at  the  burgh  of 
hiB  Majesty.  Stirling,  did  evidence  his  princely  care  for  preservation  of  their  liberties, 
and  also  considdering  the  retume  sent  to  his  Majesties  gracious  letter  by 
a  pairt  of  the  burrowes  that  mett  at  Edinburgh  in  August  last,  they 
fund  the  same  ane  impertinent  and  insolent  return  to  such  a  gracious 
letter,  wherefor  they  unanimously  disclame  and  disown  the  said  retume 
and  ordaines  a  letter  to  be  direct  to  his  Majestie  testifieing  the  same,  to 
be  subscrivit  be  the  whole  convention,  which  they  ordaine  to  be  insert  in 
MisdTe  letter  their  generall  register  of  borrows,  whereof  the  tennour  foUowes  : — May  it 
^  ^  pleas  your  sacred  Majestie.  This  particular  convention  of  the  royall 
burrows  of  your  antient  kingdom  being  sensible  of  your  Majesties 
continued  care  for  the  preservation  of  ther  priviledges  and  immunities, 
and  that  your  Majesties  favours  did  often  prevent  their  endeavours  as  is 
particularly  evidenced  by  that  your  Majesties  most  gracious  letter  sent  to 
the  generall  convention  at  Stirling  in  July  last,  whereby  wee  are  restored 
to  that  priviledge  of  being  served  in  parliaments  and  other  conventions 
by  true  members  of  our  own  incorporations,  for  which  wee  retume  your 
Majestie  most  humble  and  duetifull  acknowledgement  with  the  assurance 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  be  reddie  at  your  Majesties  service  upon  all 
occasions.  It  doeth  not  a  little  truble  ws  to  find  by  our  records  that 
there  hes  been  ane  impertinent  and  insolent  retume  made  wnto  your 
Majesties  most  gracious  letter,  occasioned  by  some  tourbulent  persones  in 
August  last,  which  wee  doe  utterly  disclame  and  detest,  and  hes  dis- 
owned the  same  by  our  particular  act,  not  doubting  but  the  next  generall 
convention  will  caus  the  same  be  razed  and  expunged  out  of  the  records; 
and  we  doe  humblie  pray  your  sacred  Majestie  not  to  impute  the  failings 
of  a  few  to  the  whole  bodie  of  your  royall  burrowes,  who  wee  are  con- 
fident will  more  fullie  disclame  and  disown  that  ungrate  and  unsuteable 
retume  given  to  your  Majesties  most  gracious  letter.  So  praying  to 
God  Almightie  bliss  your  Majestie  with  a  long  and  prosperous  raigne, 
wee  continow,  most  sacred  Soveraigne,  your  Majesties  most  faithfull 
humble  and  obedient  subjects.  Subscrived  be  the  haill  sederunt. 
Miasive  letter  As  also  the  Convention  finds  it  expedient  that  ane  missive  be  direct 

iluderdaie^^  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  his  grace  in  relation  to  the  forsaid  letter 
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direct  to  his  Majestie,  whereof  the  tenor  foUowes  : — May  it  please  your  Edinburgh. 
grace.     By  the  inclosed  to  his  Majestic/ togither  with  the  unanimous  act  1675. 


of  this  particular  convention,  your  grace  will  perceave  that  it  is  not  the  JJ^^rvSk^^ 
whole  bodie  of  the  burrows  that  have  been  guiltie  of  that  irreverent  and  Lauderdale. 
unduetifuU  retume  which  wes  sent  to  his  Majesties  most  gracious  letter, 
but  a  few  turbulent  persones,  and  wee  heartilie  thank  your  grace  for 
keeping  his  Majestie  in  a  good  opinion  of  his  royall  burrows.  Wee 
intend  in  the  next  to  truble  your  grace  by  ane  memoriall  concerning 
some  incumbrances  lying  on  our  trade,  but  wee  thought  it  our  duetie  to 
take  off  the  staine  throwen  on  us  befoir  wee  seek  new  favours  from  his  * 

Majestie  by  your  graces  mediation,  off  whose  assiduous  care  in  all  our 
concerns  wee  are  verrie  sensible,  and  shall  be  reddie  upon  all  occasions 
to  testifie  how  much  wee  are,  may  it  pleas  your  grace,  your  graces  most 
humble  servands.      Subscrived  be  the  haill  sederunt. 

14  January  1675. 

6.  The  convention  declared  that  the  commissioners  now  present  should  be  free  Unlawi. 
of  £100  of  unlaw  for  absence  from  former  meetings,  and  ordained  the  agent  to 
exact  the  unlaws  from  other  buighs. 

7.  Appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  and  despatch  a  memorial  to  the  Earl  Ifemoriall, 
of  Lauderdale,  for  easing  of  the  burghs  of  "  the  heavie  burdeens  the  borrows  lyes  ^'*"^<^®®*>*»' 
wnder  by  the  50  solze  vpon  the  tun  of  goods  in  France,  the  oaths  given  be  the 
merchands  for  the  goods  imported  be  them,  the  continued  tradeing  in  burghs  of 
barronie  and  regalitie  and  the  delay  of  the  setleing  of  the  steple  port" 

15  January  1675. 

8.  The  commissioners  "  recommends  to   the  lord  provost  of  Edinbui^h  to  staple  port, 
writt  ane  letter  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  in  favors  of  the  conservator 

anent  the  setlement  of  the  steple  port." 

9.  Ordained  additions  to  be  made  to  the  missive  as   to  qualifications  of  Additions  to 
commissioners,  selling  meal  by  weight  or  measure,  and  fees  to  the  burghs'  advocates.  ™"»^®' 

1 0.  The  commissioners  having  considered  the  report  of  the  burghs  appointed  Low  condition 
to  visit  the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Air  they  found  "  the  condition  of  the  said  ^  ^^' 
burgh  to  be  verie  low,  and  tharfor  recomends  them  to  the  nijit  generall  convention.'' 

11.  The  present  commissioners   thinks   fitt  that  the   next  general  Agent,  stop, 
convention  make  ane  act  ordaining  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  Sl^o^e^ 
agent,  to  stopp  any  gift  that  shall  happen  to  be  presented  to  the  exchequer 
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Edinburgh. 
16  January 
1675. 

Agent  stop- 
ping gifts, 
monopolies. 


Queensferry. 

Articles  of 
missive. 


Lithgow,  Ar- 
drosesg^t. 


Petition,  Glas- 
gow. 


in  favors  of  any  persones  whatsomever  for  a  monopolie  or  any  other  gift 
that  may  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  burrowes,  and  for  that  efiFect  that 
the  agent  advance  what  money  is  to  be  advanced  for  stopping  of  any 
such  gifts ;  and  in  the  meantyme  if  any  such  gifts  shall  be  presented  to 
the  exchequer  befor  the  meetting  of  the  next  generall  convention  ordains 
the  agent  to  advert  thereto. 

12.  Approved  of  the  report  by  the  commissioner  of  Queensferry  of  the 
setting  of  their  common  for  £16  yearly. 

13.  The  commissioDers  having  revised  the  general  missive  ordained  the 
articles  as  to  the  fishing  company,  adjudications,  the  burgh  of  Irving,  Ardrose'd 
gifb,  and  the  burgh  of  Forterose,  to  be  heads  of  the  next  missive. 

14.  Ordained  the  agent  to  retain  twenty  dollars  advanced  by  Linlithgow 
towards  the  reduction  of  Ardrose's  gift  and  to  deliver  to  that  burgh  the  excess 
of  their  just  proportion  of  £600. 

15.  Recommended  the  petition  given  in  by  the  provost  of  Glasgow  in 
relation  to  the  condition  of  the  burgh  to  be  considered  at  next  general 
convention. 


wM^JLhTers.  Meeting  of  Committee,  appointedhy  the  seventh  act  of  last 


Convention^  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Commissioners  Edinburgh,  James  Currie,  provost,  Robert  Baird,  John  Cuningham ; 
Perth,  Sir  Patrick  Threepland ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Linlithgow,  Robert 
Milne ;  Dundie  and  St  Androes  {blank). 


10  March  1675. 

Getting  doiin  1.  The  Said  Committee  haveing  mett  and  taking  to  their  considera- 

vpon  the  tun.  tion  the  sevint  act  of  the  last  convention,  whereby  in  a  speciall  maner 
the  off  takeing  of  that  heavie  impost  of  fyftie  seize  upon  the  tun  of 
Scotts  shipps  in  France  is  recommended  to  their  care  and  manadge- 
ment,  and  being  credibly  informed  that  it  is  now  ane  fitt  and  seasonable 
tyme  to  make  application  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  to 
interceed  with  his  Majestie  that  ane  effectuall  course  may  be  taken  for 
removeing  of  the  said  heavie  burdeen  which  does  ly  and  is  lyklie  still  to 
continow  upon  the  burrows  of  this  kingdom  unless  they  lay  hold  upon 
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the  present  exigencie  of  affairs,   therefor,    according  to   the  pouer  and  ^S^^^^Ji^e 

.     •  .1  t  1         \  .11  11.  .1     .  x-  X    10  March  1675. 

comission  granted  to  them  be  the  said  act,  they  deuver  their  sentiments  Getting  doun 

of  the  said  matter  as  followes,  and  which  they  appoynt  to  be  insert  as  ane  ^^ ^^ Jhetun 

head  of  the  nixt  missive,  either  to  a  particular  or  generall  convention,  viz., 

that  sieing  to  their  certaine  knowledge  and  experience  the  said  impost  of 

fyfty   solze   does   amount  yeerly  to  great  soums   of  money  which  the 

merchands  are  forced  to  pey  in  France,  and  that  it  wold  be  a  great 

encouradgement  to  the  navigation  of  this  kingdom  that  the  said  impost 

wer  removed,  therefor  that  ane  propportionable  honorarie,  correspondent 

to  so  great  ane  transaction,  should  be  given  for  the  obteining  a  removeall 

of  the  said  impost  which  by  former  acts  of  burrows  being  incressed  they 

think  now  should  be  augmented  to  the  soume  of  tuo  thousand  punds 

Sterling  money,  and  that  ane  letter  should  be  presently  dispatched  to 

his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  for  ane  speedie  off  takeing  of  the  said 

impost,  whereof  the  tenor  foUowes  : — May  it  pleas  your  grace.      By  ane  Letter  to  Duke 

act  of  the  last  convention  of  burrows  wee  wer  ordert  to  make  address  to  <>'  Lauderdale. 

your  grace  for  interceeding  with  his  Majestic  that  the  royall  borrows 

may  be  eased  of  that  burdensom  impost  of  fyftie  solze  upon  the  tun  of 

Scotts  shipps  in  France  layd  on  contrare  to  the  antient  priviledges  of 

this  nation  in  that  kingdom,  the  great  hinderance  that  the  continuance 

of  the  said  impost  is  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  nation,  as  it  is 

experimentaly  found  by  the  burrows  themselfs  so  is  it  knowen  and  wes 

regrated  by  your  grace  when  by  that  vndelible  act  of  kyndnes  to  the 

concerns  of  burrows  your  grace  wes  pleased  to  make  mention  of  their 

application  to   your  giuce  for  that  effect,  and   that  in  audience  of  the 

haill   comissioners   of  burrows   mett  at  their  convention,  wee  doe  now 

againe,  according  to  the  trust  given  to  ws  by  the  last  convention,  in  all 

humbly  and  duetifull  submission,  intreat  your  grace  to  mediat  with  his 

sacred  Majestic  that  a  present  effectuall  course  may  be  taken  for  remove- 

ing  of  the  said  heavie  impost  which  is  at  this  tyme  the  greatest  concern 

of  the  estate  of  burrows  and   the  accomplishment    thereof  will    above 

expression  oblidge   the   haill  royall   burrowes  and  ws  in  particular  to 

continow,   unalterably,  your  graces  most  humble   servands.       The   said 

comittie  recomends  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  first  advertise-  Particular 

ment  from  court  relateing  to  the  said  affaire  to  call  the  said  comittie  coJ^^^Ji^on- 

againe  or  to  conveen  ane  particular  convention  as  shall  be  thought  most 

expedient. 
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Glasgow. 
6  July  1675. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Glasgow, 


Commiarioners  Edinburgh,  Robert  Baird,  John  Cuningham ;  Perth,  Sir  Patrick 
Threepland ;  Dundie,  George  Broun ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Alexander ; 
Stirling,  Robert  Russell;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne;  St  Androis,  John 
Geddie ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  John  Mure ;  Haddingtoun,  John 
Sleith  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswell ;  Kirkcaldie,  David  Fergusone  ;  Monroe, 
Robert  Rennald  ;  Durafrees,  William  Craik ;  Innerness,  Robert  Barbor ; 
Innerkeithing,  James  Bennett ;  Irwing,  Thomas  Bigger ;  Pettinweem, 
John  Watsone ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch ;  Dumbartoune,  John  Cuning- 
ham ;  Rhenfrew,  John  Somervell ;  Dunbar,  James  Eellie ;  Lanrick, 
Robert  Haistie ;  Arbrothock,  Henry  Feichie ;  Elgin,  John  Spence ; 
Carraill,  William  Moncreiff;  Culross,  John  Heliday;  Whithome,  Alex- 
ander Donaldsone ;  Rothesay,  Cuthbert  Stewart ;  Rutherglen,  John 
Robisone  ;  Northberwick,  Joseph  Marjoribanks  ;  Lauder,  Thomas 
Wood ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Ross ;  Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone ; 
Kintore,  John  Tulloch ;  Innerury,  AJexander  Forbes ;  Innerbervie, 
Maister  Thomas  Stewart :  (twenty-eight  burghs  Hank), 


Bell,  preses. 
Comissions. 


ComissioDB. 


I 

!i 


Letters  to  his 
Majestic. 


6  July  1675. 
1.  John  Bell,  provost,  and  first  in  commission  for  Glasgow,  elected  preses. 


o 


Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


7  July  1675. 

3.  The  convention,  on  report  by  the  committee,  approve  of  the  whole 
commissions,  excepting  those  for  North  Berwick  and  Dornoch,  in  respect  the 
persons  appointed  are  not  resident  in  the  burgh,  and  the  commission  for  Caiaill 
*' which  wes  lykwayes  rejected  in  respect  there  are  no  present  magistratts  to 
represent  the  said  burgh.'' 

4.  The  convention  takeing  to  considderation  his  Majesties  letter  of 
the  date  the  third  day  of  July  j°^  vj*^  sevinty-four  yeirs,  and  of  the 
retume  made  by  the  convention  in  January  last  to  his  Majestie  and  the 
Duke  of  Lauderdale,  they  approve  of  the  said  retumes  in  all  the  heads 
and  poynts  of  the  samen  ;  and  siclyke  the  convention,  upon  serioos  and 
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weightie    considderations    moving    them,    disclames    and   disownes    and  ^^^^^^i^ 
condemns   to   perpetuall   oblivion    that    unduetifuU    letter    sent    to    his  Letters  to  his 
Majestie  in  August  last  and  ordaines  the  samen  to  be  expunged  and  Majestie. 
raized  out  of  the  records. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  his  Majesty  Comittie. 
and  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  draught  of  an  act  of  burghs  as  to  quali6ca- 

tions  of  commissioners,  as  to  a  gratuity  to  two  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale^s 
servitors,  and  also  to  consider  all  petitions  presented  to  the  convention,  and  to 
report. 

6.  The  convention  ratified  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  which  met  in  ^o*  of  commit- 
March  last. 

8  July  1675. 

7.  The    present  convention,   considdering  ane    draught   of   ane   act  Act,  quaiifica- 
brought  in  to  them  be  the  forsaid  committie  anent  the  quali6cations  of  moners. 
comissioners  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  estate,  and  to  their  generall 

and  particular  meettings  of  burrows,  which  being  red  before  them  they 
did  approve  thairof,  oflf  which  the  tenor  followes  : — At  Glasgow  the  eight 
day  of  July  j°^  vj°  sevintie  fyve  yeirs.  The  which  day,  the  generall  con- 
vention of  burrows  haveing  mett,  and  takeing  to  their  serious  considdera- 
tion  the  many  abuses  and  inconveniencies  that  hes  hapined  to  the  estate 
and  interest  of  the  royall  burrows  in  electing  comissioners  to  parliaments, 
conventions  of  estates,  and  to  their  own  generall  and  particular  meettings, 
such  persones  who  are  not  merchand  trafficquers,  residenters  bearing 
comon  burdeen  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  and  who  cannot  loss  or 
gaine  in  the  concerns  of  burrows,  which  as  it  is  contrarie  to  many  of 
their  actts,  and  particularlie  to  the  acts  of  burrows  holden  at  Edinburgh 
the  fyfteen  day  of  July  j°^  v^  seven  tie  four  yeirs,  and  to  the  act  at  Couper 
the  thrid  day  of  May  j°i  v^  and  eightie  sex,  and  to  the  act  at  Glasgow 
the  first  day  of  July  j™  v°  fourscoir  eighteen  yeirs,  and  to  severall  other 
acts  of  burrows,  and  to  the  antient  and  primitive  constitution  of  the 
burrows  by  their  first  erection,  so  lykwayes  it  is  destructive  to  their 
interest,  which  is  to  be  ane  intire  and  unanimous  bodie  amongst  them- 
selfs  making  a  third  distinct  estate  of  the  kingdom,  without  being  imped 
with  persons  of  any  other  rank  or  qualitie  then  of  the  merchand  estate, 
who  usuallie  caries  on  collaterall  designes  then  the  direct,  true,  and  solid 

4  N 
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?j^i"^i67'5      ii^terest  of  the  royall  burrowes,  whereby  they  become  divyded  and  losses 
~  ; —  their  cheiff  strenth,  which  consists  in  their  unanimity,  and  consequentlie 

tioM  of  comis-  the  contempt  and  rowine  of  the  burrows  followis  as  too  sad  experience 
sioners.  manifests ;    and   siclyke    taking    to    their    serious    considderation    his 

Majesties  princely  care  ajid  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  the  priviledges  of 
the  royall  burrows  conteined  in  his  gracious  letter  direct  to  their  last 
generall  convention  at  Stirling,  of  the  date  the  third  day  of  July  j°^  vj*' 
sevintie  and  four  yeirs,  requyreing  them  that  they  take  speciall  care 
that  their  forsaids  acts  anent  the  said   matter    may  be   revived   and 
mantained  and  the  lyke  abuses  prevented  for  the  future ;  therefore  the 
said  generall  convention,  not  only  be  thir  presentis  revives  all  preceiding 
acts  of  burrows  ordaining  commissioners  to  parliaments,  conventions  of 
estats,  and  to  the  generall  and  particular  meettings  of  borrows,  to  be  of 
persons  conforme  to  the  qualifications  aforsaid,  and  that  in  all  the  heads, 
poynts,    and  clauses  of  the    saids  acts,   which,  for   brevites   caus,  are 
holden  as  herein  repeatted,  but  also  of  new  statutts,  enacts,  and  ordains 
in  all  tyme  coming,  and  which  is  to  be  observed  as  ane  unviolable  rale 
conform  whereunto  all  future  elections  shall  be  made,  that  no  persones  be 
elected  or  chosen  comissioners  by  any  of  the  royall  burrows  to  parliaments, 
conventions  of  estate,  and  to  the  generall  and  particular  meettings  of  the 
burrows,  bot  such  persons  who  are  merchand  traffiqueris,  present  resi- 
denters  within  the  burgh  comissionating  them,  and  who  bears  common 
burdeen  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  and  are  such  persons  who  can 
gaine  and  lose  in  the  concerns  of  borrows ;  declaireing,  lykeas  it  is  hereby 
specially  declaired,  that  all  elections  of  comissioners  to  parliaments,  con- 
ventions of  estates,  and  to  the  generall  and  particular  -meettings  of  the 
borrows,  made  of  persons  not  qualified  as  aforsaid  to  be  ipso  fdustp  voyd 
and  null  and  of  no  force,  strenth,  nor  effect  in  tyme  coming ;  as  lykwayes 
declaireing  that  everie  persone  who  shall  vote  for  such  iUegall  and  un- 
warrantable elections  shall  lose  the  freedom  of  the  burgh  whereof  be  is 
ane  burges  and  inhabitant ;  and  furder  certifieing  that  everie  particular 
persone,  voter  as  saidis,  and  everie  persone  accepting  of  such  commission 
not  being  qualified  as  aforsaid,  shall  be  lyable  in  the  paine  and  penaltie 
of  ane  thousand  merks  als  oft  and  sua  oft  they  transgress  this  present  act, 
and  for  the  which  fyne  and  penaltie  they  shall  have  no  releef  from  tbeir 
burgh  but  shall  pey  the  same  out  of  their  own  propper  means  and  estate  • 
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and  for  the  better  and  more  punctuall  performance  and  execution  of  this  Glasgow. 

present  act,  the  convention  ordanis  that  this  claus  shall  be  added  in  the r—- 

oath  de  fideli  which  is  to  be  taken  by  every  burges  of  any  royall  burgh  tioii  of  comia- 
within  the  kingdom  at  his  admission  to  be  a  counceller  of  their  respectiue  "*^^®"* 
burghs,  viz. :  that  he  shall  not  in  any  tyme  coming  vote  or  consent  to  the 
choising  of  any  persone  to  be  comissioner  from  the  royall  burrows  to  par- 
liaments, conventions  of  estate,  and  to  the  generall  and  particular  meettings 
of  borrows,  but  such  persons  who  are  qualified  in  manor  forsaid.  And 
farder  ordanis  their  common  agent  present  and  to  come  to  rase  lettres  of 
homing  herewpon  for  chargeing  the  haill  royall  burghs  of  this  kingdom  to 
make  their  elections  of  comissioners  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  estate, 
and  to  their  generall  and  particular  meettings  when  the  same  shall  occurre 
conforme  to  the  qualifications  forsaid,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion  and 
putting  of  them  to  the  home  if  they  faillie  ;  and  siclyke  ordanis  their  said 
agent  to  rase  other  lettres  of  homing  chargeing  everie  particular  persone 
who  shall  hereafter  vote  for  such  unwarrantable  elections  or  shall  accept 
of  such  comissions,  not  being  qualified  as  saidis,  to  make  payment  to  him 
for  the  comon  use  of  the  borrows  of  the  forsaid  penaltie  of  ane  thousand 
merks  als  often  and  sua  oft  they  transgress  thir  presentis,  and  that  wndir 
the  pain  of  rebellion  and  putting  of  them  to  the  home. 

8.  The  present  convention  considdering  ane  draught  of  ane  lettre  Letter  to  the 
direct  to  the  Kings  Majestic,  with  ane  other  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Lauder-  approven!^^  * 
dale  brought  in  to  them  be  the  forsaid  comittee,  which  being  red  before 
the  said  convention  they  did  approve  of  the  same,  whereof  the  tenor 
foUowes : — Most  sacred  Soveraign.  That  which  the  last  particular  con- 
vention of  borrows  mett  in  January  last  by  their  letter  to  your  Majestic 
wer  hopefull  should  be  performed  by  a  generall  convention  is  now  actually 
done  by  us,  in  that  wee  haue  condemned  that  unduetifuU  letter  sent  to 
your  Majestic  by  that  convention  in  August  last  and  hes  razed  and  ex- 
punged the  samen  out  of  our  records,  and  by  excluding  unqualified  comis- 
sioners fra  our  convention,  and  by  reviving  the  acts  of  borrows  in  relation 
to  the  qualifications  of  commissioners  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  estate, 
and  to  our  own  generall  and  particular  meettings,  and  hes  fortified  the 
samen  by  adding  of  such  certifications  as  wee  are  confident  by  your 
Majesties  approbation  (which  wee  hereby  humbly  intreat)  will  restore  us 
to  our  priviledges  in  these  poynts  and  secure  us  from  fears  of  innovation 
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Letter  to  the 
Duke  of 
Lauderdale 
approven. 


Glasgow.        for  the  future.     The  papers  relateing  to  that  aflfaire,  and  what  vther  par- 

'—  ticulars  may  concerne  our  estate,  wee  shall  transmitt  to  his  grace  the  Duke 

Kings  Majestie  of  Lauderdale  (who  hes  signallie  espoused  our  interest  at  all  tymes  and 
approyen.        j^^g  j^^^  j^^jj^  wanting  to  give  all  dew  encuradgement  to  ws  in  our  dueti- 

full  obedience  to  your  Majesties  commands)  to  be  communicat  to  your 
Majestie  to  be  considdered,  that  these  things  which  are  burdeensome  to 
our  trade  and  prejudiciall  to  our  just  priviledges  may  be  remoued  by  such 
effectuall  ways  as  seems  most  expedient  to  your  royall  wisdom,  assuring 
your  Majestie  that  none  within  your  Majesties  dominions  shall  be  more 
foirward  and  zealous  with  their  lives  and  fortouns  to  serve  your  Majesties 
interest  at  all  occassions  then  the  royall  burrows  in  generall,  and  in  par- 
ticular, most  sacred  Soveraigne,  your  Majesties  most  loyall  obedient  and 
duetifuU  subjects. 

Followes  the  letter  direct  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  : — May 
it  pleas  your  grace.  The  inclosed  papers  will  sufficiently  evidence  to 
your  grace  the  duetifull  actings  of  this  generall  convention  which  hes  lyk- 
wayes  appoynted  a  comitie  to  meett  shortly  at  Edinburgh  for  considdering 
of  these  things  which  are  burdeensome  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdome  and 
prejudiciall  to  the  priviledges  of  the  royall  borrows,  which  when  rypned 
shall  be  transmitted  to  your  grace.  In  the  mean  tyme  humbly  intreating 
your  grace  to  interceed  with  his  Majestie  that  all  effects  of  his  Majesties 
displeasure  may  now  cease,  sieing  the  royall  borrows  are  fullie  returned 
to  their  duetie,  and  that  your  grace  will  endeavour  the  obtaining  of  his 
Majesties  approbation  of  our  inclosed  act  anent  the  qualifications  of  comis- 
sioners  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  estats,  and  to  our  own  generall  and 
particular  meettings,  quhairby  your  grace  will  superadd  ane  eminent  act 
of  kyndnes  to  tlie  royall  borrows  and  infinitly  to  oblidge  ws  to  continow, 
sincerly  and  unalterably,  your  graces  most  humble  and  duetifull  servanda. 

9.  Appointed  the  sum  of  £30  sterling  to  be  remitted  to  Mr  Forrester  and 
Mr  Kirkwood,  servitors  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  "  for  their  great  care  and 
pains  taken  in  the  burrows  affairs.'* 

10.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  in  November  next ''  to  oonsidder,  con- 
sult, and  advyse  concerning  all  and  everie  particulars  which  are  burdeens  to  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom  and  prejudiciall  to  the  priviledges  of  the  royall  burrows, 
and  to  take  advice  of  the  ablest  lawers  how  the  samen  should  be  redressed^  and 
the  convention  grants  them  most  ample  pouer  and  comission  to  take  all  effiMtoall 
wayes  which  may  conduce  for  vindicating  of  their  just  priviledges." 


Lauderdaleg 
Bervitors. 


Comittie 
appoynted. 
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1 1 .  On  the  supplication  of  Daniel  Wilkie,  son  of  David  Wilkie,  late  dean  of  Glasgow. 
guild  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  respect  of  an  agreement  between  him  and  William  q  J^v  ^^75. 
Amot,  master  of  the  conserjarie  house  at  the  staple  poii;,  the  commissioners  Wilkie,  master 
admitted  the  former  to  be  master  of  that  house.  houa."^*^^*"* 

1 2.  Granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Perth  "  for  setting  fui*th  of  thair  comon  Perth, 
milnes,  fishings,  and  Inches,  for  the  space  of  nyne  years.'* 

1 3.  Granted  licence  to  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  for  setting  their  common  Linlithgow, 
muir. 

1 4.  On  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Perth,  "  craveing  the  burrows  appro-  Perth,  clerk, 
bation  of  ane  gift  granted  be  the  said  burgh  of  thair  common  clerkshipp  in  favors 

of  John  Tais,  now  their  present  common  clerk,  the  saids  comissioners  of  burrows 
wnderstanding  the  ability  and  good  qualifications  of  the  said  John  Tais  for  exer- 
cising the  said  office,  doe  grant  their  allowance  and  approbation  thereto." 

1 5.  On  the  supplication  of  Alexander  Young  for  himself  and  in  name  of  Suittie,  factor, 
George  Suittie,  cautioners  for  Patrick  Suittie,  factor  at  Dort,  stating  that  "  the  "^P®"^**®*^ 
said  George  Suittie  is  dead  or  dicing,'*  and  desiring  to  be  exonered  of  his  caution- 
ary obligation,  the  commissioners  '*  finding  the  supplication  most  reasonable  and 

that  the  samen  cannot  be  denyed  in  law,**  suspended  Patrick  Suittie  from  the 
exercise  of  his  office  as  factor  till  he  find  caution  of  new. 

1 6.  The  convention  discharged  all  by  past  unlaws  for  absence  from  conven-  Unlaws, 
tions,  but  ordained  the  agent  to  exact  the  fines  against  those  absent  from  this  and  absence, 
future  conventions. 

1 7.  Granted  licence  to   the  burghs  of  Irwing,   Selkirk,    Forfar,    Kintore,  Exemption  to 
Inverurie,  Rutherglen,  and  Inverbervie  to  abide  from  all  conventions  for  the  space  ^^!!^ 

of  three  years,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

T8.  Anent  the  supplication  given  in  be  certain  nighbors  of  Ruther-  Rutherglen. 
glen  against  their  present  provest  for  certaine  enormities  comitted  be  him 
in  his  elections  of  magistrats  and  wrong  imprisonment  of  his  nighbors,  the 
convention  appoynts  the  burghs  oflf  Glasgow,  Dumbartoun,  Rhenfrew  and 
Lanrick  to  considder  vpon.  the  said  supplicatioun  and  inform  themselfs  of 
the  trueth  thairof  and  to  reporte  the  next  generall  convention. 

19.  Anent  the  supplication  given  in  be  the  comissioner  for  the  burgh  Selkirk, 
of  Selkirk  against  the  cordiners  of  the  burgh  of  Peebles  for  exacting  of  ^®*^  ^' 
ane  extraordinar  custom  from  the  shoemakers  of  the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk 

by  and  attour  the  custom  exacted  by  the  said  burgh  of  Peibles,  therefor 
the  convention  appoynts  Jedburgh,  Lauder,  and  Lanerk  to  meett  at  some 
convenient  tyme  at  the  burgh  of  Peibles,  and  Selkirk  to  conveen  them, 
and  to  make  inquyre  anent  the  said  complent. 

20.  The   present   convention   of  burrows   upon   a   desyre   from   the  Aberbrothok. 
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Glasgow. 
8  July  1675. 

Aberbrothok. 


Haddingtoun, 
wackmilne. 

Taxt  roll. 


Conservator, 
abuses. 


Agents 
accompts 
fitted. 
Arbrothok. 


CarailL 


comissioner  of  Arbrothock  ordains  the  agent  to  concurre  with  and  assist 
him  in  defence  of  ane  action  persewed  by  the  Earles  of  Panmnre  and 
Airlie  against  their  burgh  in  prejudice  of  their  liberties. 

21.  Approved  of  a  tack  by  the  burgh  of  Haddington  to  David  Hepburn  of 
their  walk  mill  for  the  space  of  nine  years. 

22.  The  convention,  taking  to  consideration  the  many  petitions  presented  by 
the  burghs  craving  ease  of  their  proportion  of  the  tax  roll,  ordained  its  alteration 
to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

23.  It  being  represented  to  the  convention  by  some  of  their  number 
that  shipps  being  cast  into  Campheer  by  stress  of  wether  or  any  other 
accident,  not  intendiDg  at  their  first  outgoeing  of  this  kingdome  to  un- 
load in  any  place  within  the  sevin  united  provinces,  wer  by  the  conser- 
vator seased  upon  and  made  lyable  in  payment  of  his  dewes,  as  wes 
lately  practised  by  him,  which  being  by  the  convention  considered  they 
find  the  same  to  be  a  great  abuse  and  discouradgement  of  trade,  and  for 
preventing  the  lyke  act  of  injustice  in  tyme  coming  they  appoynt  the 
present  provest  of  Glasgow  to  writt  to  the  conservator  thereanent  that  no 
grund  of  such  complents  may  be  hereaftir,  the  tenor  of  which  letter  is 
absolutely  referred  to  the  said  provest  his  discretion. 

2  4.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extend- 
ing to  £8832,  1 2s. 

25.  On  the  supplication  of  Arbrothock,  the  convention  approved  of  an  agree- 
ment between  that  burgh  and  Robert  Carnegie  of  Newgate,  and  James  Gamble, 
his  son,  anent  the  difference  regarding  a  little  piece  of  pasturage  ground  called  the 
Boulshill,  Seagate  and  Madiegroms  Croce,  and  of  a  feu  right  granted  by  the 
burgh  to  them  of  the  lands  called  the  Mureden,  with  10^  acres  of  arable  land  in 
the  Murelands,  and  common  pasturage  in  the  luuir. 

9  July  1675. 

26.  The  present  commissioners  of  borrows,  understanding  the  sad 
condition  of  the  antient  burgh  of  Carraill  that,  in  respect  of  severall  debts 
and  captions  against  the  said  burgh  and  their  magistratts  repres^itingr 
them,  they  have  not  been  in  capacitie  to  elect  their  magistratts  thir  four 
yeirs  bygane,  and  in  particularlie  ane  caption  at  the  instance  of  William 
Broun,  agent  for  the  borrows,  for  payment  of  the  missive  dewes,  extending^ 
to  thrie  hundred  and  eighteen  punds  Scotts  or  thairby,  and  for  satisfaction 
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thereof  the  present  commissioners  of  borrows  has  allowed  to  William  ? j^^yr 

Broun,  agent,  the  lyke  soume  of  thrie  hundred  and  eighteen  punds,  to  be  q^^^ " 

keeped  up  in  his  own  hand  of  the  first  and  reddiest  of  the  fynes  to  be 
exacted  from  the  absents  fra  this  present  convention  and  others  to  come ; 
and  discharges  all  furder  execution  against  the  said  burgh  or  magistratts 
thairof  for  all  missive  dewes  due  preceding  the  date  hereof. 

27.  The  convention  considering  that  by  a  former  act  £200  was  to  be  paid  to  iDrenirie. 
the  burgh  of  Inverurie  out  of  fines  for  absence,  which  have  now  been  discharged, 
ordained  the  agent  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  first  fines  exacted  for  absence  from 

this  convention. 

28.  Discharged  the  agent  to  exact  fines  from  Couper,  Kinghome,  Brichen,  Vmm  dia- 
Tain,  Bamff,  Forfiir  and  Northberwik,  in  respect  of  missive  letters  containing  rele-  *^'**'"*^' 
vant  excuses. 

29.  The  convention  haveing  perused  the  articles  of  agreement  betuixt  staple  porte 
the  borrows  and  the  conservator  finds  that  they  ought  to  be  altered  in  pheer. 
se  derail  particulars  according  to  ane  memor  of  amendiments  read  and 
approven  by  the  convention  and  subscrived  be  their  preses,  and  ordains  * 
the  articles  to  be  extended  in  mundo  conforme  to  the  saids  amendiments 
and  that  [at  the]  sight  and  be  advice  of  the  committie  that  is  to  meett  the 
third  Tuesday  of  November  next,  or  at  sight  of  the  commissioners  of 
Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  and  Aberdeen ;  which  being  done  the  convention 
ratefies  and  approves  and  appoynts  the  samen  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
conservator  to  be  approven  by  the  Prince  of  Holland,  States  of  Zealand 
and   Toun   of  Campheer,   which   being   lykwayes    done  the   convention 
declairs  the  steple  porte  to  be  fullie  setled  at  Campheer,  dischargeing 
and  hereby  discharges  all  shipps  and  other  vessells  passing  from  this 
kingdom  with  steple  commodities  to  goe  to  any  porte  within  the  seven 
united  provinces  bot  to  the  toun  of  Campheer,  under  such  pains  and 
penalties  as  are  conteined  in  former  acts  of  burrows  against  breakers  of  the 
steple  porte ;  [and]  in  regaird  there  is  a  letter  from  the  toun  of  Campheer  to 
the  convention,  showing  that  they  had  entred  in  a  contract  with  the  con- 
servator for  setleing  of  the  Scotts  steple  there,  mentioning  in  generall  the 
conditions  and  priviledges  of  the  steple  as  they  are  conteined  in  the  saids 
articles  of  agreement,  therefor  grants  warrand  to  their  clerk  to  writt  ane 
letter  in  latine  to  the  said  toun  of  Campheer,  bearing  that  the  articles 
agried  unto  are  not  fullie  satisfactorie  bot  yet  in  order  to  a  finall  close 
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Glasgow.        and  setlement  they  have  made  some  amend  iments  which  is  to  be  insert 
in  the  articles,  and  they  being  extended  conforme,  and  the  samen  being 


setied  at  Cam-  ratified    in    manner  forsaid,   then    they    doe    hold    their    steple    to   be 


pheer. 


Sallaries  to 
advocats. 


Agent  to  pay 
the  servanta. 


Nixt  conven- 
tion. 


unquestionablie  setied  there,  and  this  letter  to  be  sent  with  all  con- 
veniencie. 

30.  The  convention  discharges  the  agent  to  pay  any  sallaries  to 
advocats  in  any  tyme  hereaftir,  becaiis  they  think  it  altogether  unneces- 
sarie,  becaus  they  are  to  pay  them  sufficiently  when  evir  they  shall  be 
imployed  in  any  bussines  wherin  the  borrows  are  concerned. 

31.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Thomas  Pirrie,  the  clerks  servant,  and 
William  Wood,  "  for  thair  pains  in  the  borrows  affairs,  ten  rex  dollars  each,  and 
to  Andrew  M'Curr,  their  post,  £60  Scots  for  his  extraordinarie  pains." 

32.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  ordained  their  next  to  be  held  in 
July  next. 


Edinburgh. 
16  November 
1676. 


Meeting  of  Committee  appointed  by  the  tenth  act  of  last 
General  Convention^  held  at  Edinburgh. 


CommiBBioners  Edinburgh,  Francis  Kinloch,  William  Hamiltoun ;  Perth,  Patrick 
Hay ;  Dundie,  George  Broun ;  Aberdeen,  Gilbert  Mollesone ;  Stirling, 
Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air, 
William  Cimiugham ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thomas 
Whytt ;  Monross,  Robert  Rennald ;  Dumbartoun,  John  Cuningham ; 
Queensferry,  Archibald  Williamsone ;  St  Androis  (blank). 


Preses. 

Commissions 
approvcn. 

Greivanccs. 


Glasgow,  de- 
clnrator  of 
tbair  rightH. 


16  November  1675. 

1.  William  Binning,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Approved  of  report  by  committee  appointed  for  revising  oommi8sion& 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  of  six  to  consider  the  incumbranoes  that  are  lying 
on  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  report  to  the  meeting  next  morning. 

17  November  1675. 

4.  The  meetting,  takeing  to  consideration  that  upon  pretence  ot  the 
late  act  of  parliament,  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  invaides  upon 


V 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  657 

many  priviledges  which  are  only  compitent  by  the  said  act  to  royall  bur-  Edinburgh. 
rows,  does  therefor  ordaine  that  the  said  act  of  parliament  be  advised  and  1675.^^*™ 
consulted  with  the  ablest  lawers,  and  in  respect  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  Glasgow,  de- 
and  other  burghs  intends  to  persew  a  declarator  of  their  right  befor  the  tw^^-^hta. 
lords  of  session  founded  upon  the  said  act  of  parliament,  it  is  therefor 
declaired  that  the  expensses  of  pley  which  shall  be  hereafter  debursed  be 
them   in   persewance   of  the   said   declarator   shall  be  upon  the  comon 
charges  and  expensses  of  the  haill  burrows,  and  ordains  their  agent  to 
concurre  with  them  in  that  affaire  by  the  aduice  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Linlithgow,  and  some  other  burghs  next  adjacent,  who  hes  hereby  abso- 
lute pouer  to  determin  the  propper  tyme  when  it  is  fitt  to  move  in  the 
said  declarator ;  and  in  case  Glasgow  doe  contrare  to  their  opinion  then 
the  borrows  to  be  free  of  their  expensses. 

5.  The  meetting  appoynts  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow  and  Queensferrie  Harbours  of 
to  doe  their  outmost  endeavor  to  obtein  the  concurrence  of  the  Kings 
customers  for  making  application  to  the  lords  of  thesaurie  that  there 

shall  be  no  goods  imported  or  exported  to  and  from  any  harbors  within 
the  kingdom  bot  allenarly  at  these  ports  and  harbors  belonging  to  the 
royall  burrows. 

6.  The  meetting  finds  it  necessar  that  in  due  and  convenient  tyme  Merchanda 
ane  address  be  made  to  his  Majestic  for  dispenseing  with  the  takeing  of  ®**^ 
merchands  oaths  for  custom  and  excyse. 

18  November  1675. 

7.  The  meetting  haveing  at  seuerall  dyetts  both  by  themselfs  and  by  staple  porte 

a  comittie  appoynted  for  reviseing  of  the  articles  of  agreement  with  ^^^,  **  ^^^^' 
Campheer  and  the  amendiments  craved  be  the  burrows  to  be  insert  in  the 
saids  articles  wnder  the  hand  of  the  provest  of  Glasgow,  preses  of  the  last 
generall  convention,  hes  now  at  last  fuUie  agreed  upon  the  saids  amendi- 
ments which  being  bot  yett  in  a  scroll  the  meetting  ordains  their  clerk  to 
cans  extend  in  ane  fair  hand  writting,  which  being  done  the  same  is  to 
be  perused  by  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  and  thereafter  to  be  signed 
at  the  foott  of  ilk  page  by  his  lordship  and  then  transmitted  to  the  con- 
servator to  be  approven  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  magistratts  of  Cam- 
pheer, which  being  returned  sua  approven  the  meetting  declairs  the 
steple  to  be  setled  there  as  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

4  o 
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comoditie. 


Edinburgh.  19  November  1675. 

19  November 

'-^ — : —  8.  The  meetting  upon  seuerall  weightie  considderations  moveing  them 

ported^reiis.  discharges  the  burgesses  of  royall  burghs  in  all  tyme  coming  to  maJke  use 
of  forraign  imported  barrellis  for  packing  of  salmond,  under  the  paine  of 
confiscation  or  other  penalties  as  the  magistratts  of  the  respective  royall 
burghs  shall  please  to  inflict  upon  their  nighbor  burgesses,  transgressors 
of  the  said  actes. 
Coaii  no  staple  9.  The  meetting  finds  that  coall  is  not  nor  never  wes  ane  steple  como- 
ditie, and  that  what  Sir  Patrick  Drumond,  late  conservator,  he  exacted  as 
his  dews  of  the  said  comoditie  the  samen  wes  done  unwarrantably,  there- 
for discharges  the  present  conservator  and  his  successors  in  all  tyme 
coming  to  uplift  or  exact  any  dews  of  coallis  comeing  to  any  pairt  of  the 
united  provinces ;  and  Abirdein  dissassents  from  this  act  ay  and  while  it 
be  maid  appear  that  coall  is  not  a  staple  commoditie. 

1 0.  The  meetting  recomends  to  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Linlithgow,  and 
to  any  other  burghs  that  shall  be  in  the  toun  for  the  tyme,  to  write  ane 
letter  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  anent  the  takeing  off  that 
hevie  impost  of  60  solze  upon  the  tun  of  Scotts  shipps  in  France,  and 
concerning  any  other  incumberance  lying  upon  the  trade  of  this  king- 
dome,  as  they  in  discretion  shall  think  fitt  to  draw  the  said  letter,  which 
is  altogither  left  to  their  prudence. 


Letter  to 
Lauderdale. 


Edinburgh. 
4  July  1676. 

Commis- 
sioners. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Francis  Kinloch,  William  Hamiltoun ;  Perth,  Sir  Patrick 
Threepland ;  Dundie,  George  Broun ;  Aberdeen,  Gilbert  Mollisone ;  Stir- 
ling, Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne ;  St  AndroB,  John 
Geddie ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  Robert  Book ;  Haddingtoun,  John 
Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswell ;  Kirkcaldie,  Mathew  Anderaone  ;  Mon- 
ross,  Robert  Rennald ;  Couper,  George  Manson ;  Dumfrees,  William 
Craik ;  Innemess,  Alexander  Cuthbert ;  Bruntisland,  Robert  Huggan ; 
Innerkeithing,  James  Bennett;  Kinghome,  Robert  Bruce;  Brichen, 
Dauid  Donaldsone  ;  Irwing,  James  Blair ;  Kirkcudbright,  Maister  William 
Ewart ;   Wigtoun,  William  Coltron ;   Pittinweeme,  John  Watsone  ;  Dam- 
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ifermling,   Robert  Walwood ;  Dumbartoun,  John  Cuningham ;  Rhenfrew,  Edinburoh. 

Peter  Patersone ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Pringle ;  Lanerk,  William  Tueddell ;  — ^ 1- 

Elgin,  Alexander  Russell  ;  Peibles,  Gawen  Thomsone ;  Carraill,  William 
Moncreiflf ;  Bamff,  John  Strauchan ;  Naime,  James  Ross ;  Rutherglen, 
David  Spence ;  Northberwick,  Alexander  Home  ;  Cullen,  James  Lautie ; 
Lander,  Alexander  Home ;  Sanchquer,  Robert  Carmichaell ;  Dingwall, 
Ronald  Bayne ;  Dornoch,  Alexander  Ross ;  Queensferrie,  Archbald  Wil- 
sone  ;  (twenty-three  burghs  absent) 

4  July  1676. 

1.  William  Binning,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

5  July  1676. 

2.  Approved  of  report  of  the  committee  appointed  for  revising  the  commis-  Commiagioiis. 
sions ;  several  commissions  rejected,  and  the  burgh  of  Dornoch  fined  for  granting, 

and  the  commissioner  for  accepting,  the  commission,  the  person  appointed  not 
being  an  actual  residenter  within  the  burgh. 

3.  The  convention,  "  in  order  to  the  full  rypening  of  all  affairs  that  may  Committeea. 
happen  to  come  before  them,"  appointed  a  committee  of  fifteen  burghs  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  said  afiairs. 

6  July  1676. 

4.  Upon  reporte  made  to   the  convention  be  the  forsaid  committie,  Monros. 
they  appoynt  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Kirkcaldie,  Inner- 
keithing  to  visitt  the  harbor  of  Monross  the  second  Tuesday  of  August 
next,  who  are  to  considder  if  the  draining  of  ane  peice  land  belonging 

to  Robert  Roatt,  late  provest  of  the  said  burgh,  will  prove  prejudicial!  to 
the  said  harbor ;  and  in  case  aftir  viseitting  thereof  they  find  the  draining 
of  the  said  peice  grund  prove  destructive  to  the  harbor  and  shall  declaire 
so  much  under  their  hands,  or  shall  reporte  the  same  to  the  next  particu- 
lar convention,  then  and  in  that  case  appoynts  the  agent  to  concurre  and 
assist  the  magistratts  of  the  said  toun  of  Monross  in  stopping  and  im- 
peding any  gift  to  be  past  in  exchequer  for  draining  of  the  said  grund  ; 
and  in  the  mean  tyme  while  reporte  of  the  said  comittie  ordanis  the 
agent  to  concurre  with  the  said  burgh  in  stopping  of  the  said  gift  wntill 
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EDINBrRGH. 

6  July  1676. 
Monroe. 


Exemptions. 


Qlaagow, 
comon  lands. 


Suittie,  factor. 


Haddini^n, 
clerk. 

Leisbman, 
factor. 


KeUefof 
prisoners  with 
the  Turks. 


the  said  comittie  deliver  ther  opinion  as  said  is  in  that  matter;  and  the 
saids  burrows  to  reporte  their  diligence  thairanent  to  the  next  generall 
convention. 

5.  Granted  licence  to  the  burghs  of  Kirkcudbright,  Lauder,  Naime,  Ding- 
wall, Taine,  and  Cullen  to  abide  from  all  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

6.  Anent  the  supplication  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  craving  authority  to  sell 
portions  of  their  common  mure  for  "  improvement  of  their  comon  good  and  re- 
leef  of  the  poore,"  the  convention  approved  of  the  sale  of  three  pieces  of  land, 
one  piece  being  called  Liddellis  Boag  and  another  the  Kows  Lair. 

7.  Alexander  Young  and  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  George  Suittie  were  re- 
lieved of  their  obligations  as  cautioners  for  Patrick  Suittie,  &ctor  at  the  staple 
port. 

8.  The  convention  approved  of  the  gift  by  Haddington  to  James  Smith  of 
the  common  clerkship  of  the  burgh. 

9.  On  the  supplication  of  Walter  Leishman,  who  had  been  admitted  a 
factor  at  the  staple  port,  but  "  in  respect  of  the  warrs  falling  out  betuixt  the 
Kings  Majestie  and  the  £stats  of  Holland  and  other  impediments  and  obstruc- 
tions following  in  the  way,  the  said  supplicant  nevir  went  to  the  steple  porte  to 
receave  his  admission  from  the  conservator,  and  so  wes  nevir  in  possession  of  the 
exercise  of  the  said  place,"  the  convention  relieved  him  and  his  cautioners  of 
their  obligatioDS. 

1 0.  Anent  the  supplication  presented  to  the  burrows  be  Alexander 
Knox,  merchand  in  Glasgow,  showing  that  his  Majesties  privie  councill 
haveing  ordered  ane  contribution  to  be  collected  for  ransomeing  of  severall 
prisoners  with  the  Turks,  did  appoynt  the  supplicant  collector  thereof 
who  gave  sufficient  caution  to  be  comptable  for  his  intromissioun,  and 
the  supplicant  haveing  ransomed  seuerall  persons  for  which  he  payed 
thrie  hundred  punds  sterling  or  thairby,  and  his  Majestie  haveing  putt  a 
stope  to  what  wes  collected  preceiding  February  1676  and  what  furder 
wes  to  be  collected  throw  the  whole  burrows,  and  the  supplicant  haveing 
made  application  to  the  privie  councill  they  be  thair  act  the  tenth  of 
February  1676,  for  the  reasons  thereinmentioned,  did  take  ofif  the  said 
restriction  and  gave  warrand  to  the  supplicant  to  uplift  such  soums  as 
are  collected  alredy  to  be  applyed  for  the  releif  of  the  prissoners  that  are 
yett  to  be  releived  and  towards  the  reimbursement  of  the  supplicants 
expenses  wherein  he  is  superexpended,  and  therefor  craveing  such 
collections  that  are  alredie  collected  to  be  given  in  to  the  supplicant  and 
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such  burghs  that  have  not  made  their  collection  to  goe  speedily  about  the  ?^°?^,^^^' 
collecting  thairof,  the  present  comissioners  of  burrows  does  recommend 


the  samen  to  the  respective  burghs  and  to  goe  about  the  samen  with  all  sonerswiSTthe 
convenient  diligence.  '^^• 

11.  An  act  passed  with  regard  to  differences  and  disorders  in  Innerness.  Innerneas. 
This  act,  however,  is  altered  and  superseded  by  the  2 2d  act  of  this  convention. 

1 2.  Ordained  that  there  be  no  alteration  of  the  tax  roll  for  the  space  of  Taxt  roll, 
three  years. 

1 3.  The    convention,    having    considered   a    letter    from    the    conservator.  Staple  port, 
appointed  a  particular  convention  to  be  held  to  do  what  they  shall  think  fit  and 
expedient  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  staple  port  and  to  consider  as  to  stop- 
ping unfree  places  from  transporting  staple  commodities,  the  granting  by  royal 

burghs  of  certificates  and  passes  to  strangers,  and  the  down  getting  of  the  impost 
of  50  solze  on  the  tun. 

14.  Appoynts    the    comissioners    of    Edinburgh,    Perth,    Glasgow,  Passes  to 
Kirkcaldie   and   Queensferrie   to   speak    to   the  admirall   depute  and  totheirSI^H^ 
represent  to  his  lordshipp  the  great  prejudice  the  merchands  susteans  by 
granting  passes   in    favors  of   strangers  and    their  vessellis  and    shipps 

as  if  they  wer  natives  and  as  if  the  vessellis  belonged  to  Scotts- 
men  ouners,  as  lykwayes  to  represent  to  the  secreet  councill  that  our 
admirall  passes  serves  not  for  the  Mediteranian  sea  bot  only  these 
which  are  from  the  admirall  of  England,  that  therefor  their  lordshipps 
wold  be  pleased  to  represent  the  samen  to  his  Majestie,  to  the  effect 
passes  from  our  admirall  may  serve  for  the  Mediteranian  sea  alsweell  as 
those  from  the  admirall  of  England. 

15.  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  audit  the  agent's  accounts  and  to  consider -^firent's  ac- 
the  complaints  given  in  by  the  provost  and  the  town  clerk  of  Kutherglen.  gi^.      ^   ^' 

7  July  1676. 

1 6.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extend-  Agent's  ac- 
i     roQoi  o  A    ^  «  counts. 

mg  to  Jb2821. 

17.  Upon   reporte  of  the  forsaid  comitie,  anent  the  mutuall  com- Ruthergien. 
plents  made  be  John  Robertsone,  late  provest  of  Ruthergien,  and  Dauid 
Spence,  clerk  of  the  said  burgh,  against  others,  and  that  the  committee 
haveing  taken  pains  to  setle  them  they  have  at  last  submitted  to  their 
determination  by  a  subscrivit  submission,  who  haveing  considdered  the 
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^iNBUROH.  whole  differences  and  complents  betuixt  them,  finds  it  the  justest  and 
_— - — j — '- — propper  way  to  setle  and  extinguish  their  divisions  to  remitt  both 
pairties  to  the  determination  of  the  councill  and  magistratts  of  Ruther- 
glen,  and  in  case  any  diflScultie  aryse  amongst  them  then  the  convention 
appoynts  John  Bell,  present  provest  of  Glasgow,  togither  with  the 
comissioners  of  Dunbartoun,  Lanerk,  and  Rhenfrew,  to  be  oversmen ;  and 
in  regaird  the  aryse  of  the  saids  differences  is  much  grunded  wpon  ane 
new  sett  and  plett  form  of  government  of  the  said  burgh  which  is  repre- 
sented to  be  noveltie  and  prejudiciall  not  only  to  the  antient  constitution 
of  the  said  burgh  bot  ane  evill  preparative  to  other  burghis,  the  conven- 
tion haueing  heard  the  said  report  approves  of  the  samen  in  all  poynts 
and  ordainis  the  magistratts  and  councill  of  Rutherglen  to  produce  the  said 
new  sett  to  the  first  particular  convention  that  they  may  take  such  course 
therein  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 
Miasive  dewes.  18.  Upon  complent  made  be  William  Broun,  agent  to  the  burrows, 
that  there  is  many  burghs  that  are  deficient  in  payment  to  him  of  their 
bygane  missive  dewes,  therefor  and  for  better  and  more  punctuall 
payment  in  tyme  coming  the  convention  enacts  and  ordains  that  the 
comissioners  for  ilk  burgh  to  the  generall  conventions  in  all  tyme  coming 
shall  bring  with  them  to  the  places  where  they  shall  happin  to  meett 
their  proportion  of  the  burrow  dews,  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll,  certifieing 
all  such  burghs  that  shall  not  be  punctuall  in  payment  of  their  bygane 
borrow  dewes  as  said  is  shall  be  extruded  and  debarred  firom  sitting  at 
their  generall  and  particular  conventions  and  shall  be  holden  as  absents 
and  proceeded  against  accordingly,  and  this  to  be  ane  constant  head  in 
all  future  missives  to  the  convention  of  burrows. 

Burnett,  factor         19.  On  the  supplication  of  Thomas  Burnett,  factor  at  Dorte,  the  convention 

at  Dorte.  accepted  of  the  demission  of  his  office. 

Agent  at  court.  20.  The  convention  "appoynts  William  Broun,  agent  to  the  burrows,  to 
pay  to  Sir  William  Sharpe,  cashkeeper  to  his  Majestie,  the  soume  of  tuo 
thousand  merks  allowed  be  the  hurrows  to  their  agent  at  court  yeirlie." 

Cullen,  Bamff.  21.  Remitted  to  next   particular   convention    the   supplication   of  Cullen 

against  Bamff  for  "  certaine  prejudices  sustained  be  them  anent  the  wplifUng  of 
severall  customs  dew  to  them  of  certain  fairs  and  mercats." 


luneruess. 


22.  The   convention   being   truely   informed   of   the  great  debates, 
divisions,  and  confusions  that  are  both  within  the  councill  and  amongst 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  toun  of  Innemess  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Edinburgh. 
magistratts  and  councellers  of  the  said  burgh,  and  considdering  that  it  is  "^ — _ 
the  humble  desire  of  all  pairties  interessed  in  the  saids  debates  that  the  ^^°®"^®*^- 
present  convention  wold  take  the  samen  to  their  serious  considderation 
and  take  such  efFectuall  course  therein  as  may  prevein  such  daingers 
and  inconveniencies  as  may  prove  fatall  to  that  burgh  if  not  tymeouslie 
composed  by  setleing  of  these  diiferences,  and  the  convention  considdering 
that  it  ought  to  be  their  cheifif  caire  as  it  is  the  principall  designe  of 
their  institution  that  the  inhabitauts  within  the  royall  burrows  should 
live  togither  in  unitie,  peace,  and  ane  good  understanding  amongst 
themselfs,  and  that  when  any  divisions  aryses  within  the  royall  burrowes 
it  is  there  constant  custome  to  appojmt  some  of  their  number  to  setle 
and  determine  their  differences ;  therefore  and  for  the  particular  caire  and 
respect  they  have  towards  the  said  burgh  of  Innemess,  have  appoynted, 
lykeas  they  be  ther  presents  appoynt  Sir  Patrick  Threepland,  present 
provest  of  Perth,  George  Broun,  present  provest  of  Dundie,  Gilbert 
Mollesone,  present  baillie  of  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Milne,  present  provest 
of  Linlithgow,  Robert  Rennald,  present  provost  of  Monross,  David 
Donaldsone,  comissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Brichen,  Captane  James 
Bennett,  baillie  of  Innerkeithing,  Archbald  Wilsone,  baillie  of  Queens- 
ferrie,  and  Mr  James  Rocheid,  our  generall  clerk ;  togither  with  James 
Ross,  burges  of  Nairne,  Sir  Robert  Dunbar,  provest  of  Forres,  Ronald 
Bayne,  laite  baillie  of  Dingwall,  Alexander  Graham,  provest  of  Forterose, 
or  any  sevin  of  them,  to  meett  at  Innemess  the  last  day  of  August  next 
to  come  with  continuation  of  dayes  and  to  call  before  them  all  persons 
within  the  said  burgh,  whether  magistratts,  councellers  or  other  in- 
habitants, and  to  heare  what  each  pairtie  hes  to  alledge  either  for  or 
against  the  forme  and  modell  of  the  present  custome  of  their  burgh  in 
the  election  of  their  magistrats  and  councill,  and  aftir  hearing  of  the 
samen  to  determine  setelle  and  compose  all  their  differences  in  order  to 
their  future  elections  als  far  as  possibly  can  be  to  the  generall  satisfaction 
of  all  pairties  concerned,  with  full  pouer  to  them  if  neid  beis  to  establish 
and  sett  ane  plett  form  of  government  of  the  said  burgh  which  shall  be 
most  agreeable  to  the  lawes  of  the  Kingdom,  example  of  the  best 
governed  burrows  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  particular  constitution  of  the 
said  burgh ;  wherein  the  saids  comissioners  are  to  proceed  and  determine 
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Letter  to  the 
Duke  oE  t^u- 


without  partiality  and  in  singlenes  of  heart,  haveing  nothing  hefore  their 
-  eyes  bot  the  true  and  solid  interest  of  the  comon  weell  of  thai  burgh  ; 
and  inregaird  the  convention  hes  been  at  so  much  paioB  for  the  good  and 
peace  of  that  burgh,  and  that  the  forsaids  comissioners  are  to  be  at  bo 
much  tnible  and  expens  as  to  goe  to  the  said  burgh  of  Invemesa  for 
their  quiet  and  eetlement,  therefor  the  convention  requyrea  and  attests 
the  haill  forsaids  pairtiea  who  are  anywayea  concerned  in  the  saids 
debates  and  divisions  to  lay  asyde  all  partiality,  animoeitiea,  humor,  and 
their  own  private  interest  in  the  said  affaire,  and  to  give  all  dew  reapect, 
deference,  and  submission  to  what  shall  be  appoynted  and  determined  be 
our  saids  comissiouers  in  the  premisaes  as  if  the  aamen  had  been  enacted 
and  ordained  by  this  present  convention ;  declaring  that  in  case  a 
quorum  of  our  said  commissioners  doe  not  meet  at  the  said  burgh  befoir 
the  election  that  the  present  magistrata  and  councillouTS  shall  proceed  to 
ther  election  according  to  ther  preceeding  custome. 

23.  The  convention  ordains  ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Lauderdale  and  to  be  subscrived  be  the  preses  whereof  the  tenor 
follows  : — May  it  please  your  grace.  We  the  commissioners  of  the  royaJl 
burrows  haveing  in  our  usewall  way  and  tyme  mett  in  ane  generall 
convention  at  Edinburgh,  and  finding  some  deaigne  to  elude  and 
disapoynt  the  last  act  made  at  his  Majesties  apeciall  command  at 
Glasgow  anent  the  qualification  of  our  commissioners,  wee  thought  it 
our  duetie  not  only  not  to  allow  such  commissions  and  commissioners  as 
did  not  ansuer  the  designe  of  his  Majesties  gracious  letter  and  our  act 
made  conforme  thereto,  bot  lykwayea  to  fyne  such  as  had  transgressed, 
that  both  his  Majestie  and  the  world  might  see  how  much  we  resolved 
to  lay  hold  on  all  occassiona  which  may  anywayes  shew  our  zeal  for  his 
aervice,  wherein  wee  will  evir  hazard  our  lives  and  fortunes ;  and  since 
your  grace  hes  been  evir  so  eminent  ane  encuradger  of  all  who  serve  his 
Majestie  faithfuUie  and  particularly  the  royall  burrows  (for  which 
they  acknowledge  themselfs  verrie  much  oblidged  to  yor  graces  favor) 
wee  doe  now  earnestly  intreat  that  yor  grace  would  in  our  names  assure 
his  Majestie  of  our  constant  adherence  to  and  dependence  upon  him  in  all 
his  royall  concerns ;  and  since  wee  are  informed  that  the  Frensh  King 
hes  lately  sent  over  ane  new  ambaasador  to  attend  his  Majestie,  wee 
humbly  intreat  that  your  grace  wold   interceed  both  with  his  UajesUe 
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and  that  ambassador  that  the  heavie  burdeen  of  the  fyftie  solze  upon  the  ?i";^^,^?5- 

-_,  1.  .ri  11  ro  -i        y  7  Julj  1676. 

tun  01  Scotts  shipps  in  r ranee  may  be  taken  off,   and   that  wee  may- — 

enjoy  such  priviledges  in  the  poynt  of  trade  in  that  kingdom  as  our  Duke  of  Lau- 
predicessors  wer  in  the  possession  of,  as  to  which  uther  former  experi-  ®^*^®* 
ences  of  your  graces  favor  assures  us  that  your  grace  will  not  in  this  so 
nationall  a  conceme  deny  your  assistance  to,  may  it  pleas  your  grace, 
your  graces  most  humble  and  duetifuU  servants.  Subscribit  in  presence 
and  at  comand  of  the  royall  burrows  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  be 
William  Binning,  provest  of  Edinburgh,  preses. 

24.  Ratified  and  approved  of  the  acts  of  the  committee  which  met  at  Edin-  t^^la^^ 
burgh  in  November  last,  excepting  that  Perth  and  Aberdeen  dissented  from  the 
ninth   act   declaring   coal    to   be   no  staple  commodity,  and   Perth   '*  disowns 
their  comissioners  sitting  on  the  said  comittie  in  respect  the  secreit  councill  hes 
annulled  the  last  election  of  the  magistratts  and  councill  of  Perth  who  gave  him 


ane  comission." 


25.  The  convention  revives  ane  former  act  made  at  the  generall  Coatte  of 
conventione    holden    at    Perth    ordaining  the    haill    royall    burrows    to 
matriculate  their  coatts  of  arms  in  the  lord  lyons  books,  and  appoynts 

such  of  the  burghs  as  have  not  as  yet  taken  extracts  of  thair  coatts  of 
arms  furth  of  his  books  to  doe  the  same  with  all  convenient  diligence. 

26.  Ordained   the   agent  to  pay  certain  fees  to  the  clerk's  servant  and  Agent  to  pay 
others.  ^®®*' 

27.  Dissolved   the  present  meeting  and  ordained  the  next  to  be  held  at  ^i^t  conTen- 
Edinburgh  in  July  next.  **'*''• 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinburoh. 

9  October  1676. 

Edinburgh,  Francis  Kanloch,  William  Hamiltoun ;  Dundie,  Thomas  Commia- 
Bowar ;  Aberdeen,  Gilbert  Mollisone ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne ;  "**'*®"- 
Air,  Robert  Dook ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich ;  Kirkcaldy,  Mathew 
Andersone ;  Monros,  Robert  Rennald  ;  Bruntisland,  Robert  Hoggan ; 
Kinghom,  Robert  Bruce ;  Irwing,  George  Garvin  ;  Pittinweem,  George 
Russell ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Pringle ;  Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone. 
[Eleven  burghs  hlank\ 

4  P 


GO*; 
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r^-awa*. 


i.  WillLmi  E'r.r.fr.r.  proT.x;  .;£  Kifr bcrgu  ttlecced  p 

TO  Cteober  IS""?. 

injsii:tLt  f.  ^ppriTei  retort  of  ice  oommine^  fi:*r  reTHin^  ccmwiijns. 

«-*  '-'.^i'^'  3.  The  cr.iLT^E.{::on.  bivir^  txciiaeped  letters  oi  excuse  from  Perth,  Sfcirlxng', 

??•  Aniiroia,  GlA.-sr-'*-.  and  C*:cp«rr.  Pr:.r«ai  cfce  whole  of  chem  cxcepc  GIsaagDv 
Acd  Cocper.  wLioL  ^ej  f:cr..i  c^j  be  re&scE&ble.  Azui  uil&ved  cKeodien  in  XlOO 


.l^T-iil. 


11  October  1676. 


Ezp4»:ifW5».cnTii-         4.  RrcoTT.Tr.ezkii  :o  cexu  zeceral  ccciTecifon  the  allowing  of  the 
~"*'^"""        the  coTiifn:.vivE.ere  app^iinieil  •#>  meec  &»  IiLTertL«s»  ia  Auguac  laac 


of 


^.••.zji^nv.r.r\ 


**■-    ■■■*  ■   aL-*  »mm 


5.  TLe  o:!iTriitio:i  5t:int5  and  oriaiiis  thac  zlo  meichAnd  sball  be 
lyable  in  paTn-rLt  of  the  CjELservatore  dewes  for  staple  comt>iitie5  till  the 
staple  be  5«r:lei  at  Campheer  aad  the  conseirators  righc  promalgat 
unless  tLat  the  mer:han'is  reocave  tne  beaefeitt  of  the  stajJe. 

6.  The  or^Tention  stataj?  and  orianis  that  the  articles  foQowing  be 
ad<ie«}  to  the  oin^ervators  injunctions  giTen  to  him  by  the  rojall  banoirs 
at  Dtiniie  in  Jnlv  1671.  viz:,  &r?t,  that  it  shall  be  leisam  to  mnj 
mercLan i  who  orii^  staple  ct:m«jiiities  to  the  p^rte  as  Compheer,  ^Kiiig 
presen:  hirtself.  '.o  vend  or  tiispz-se  upt^n  the  same  without  emplojing 
&rLV  factor,  the  merchand  paving  the  or-nservator  and  mizkisteis  dewes  ; 
s^.inilj.  that  it  shall  not  be  leiaTim  to  the  conserrator  to  depat 
ar.v  ta.?tor  :.j  be  Lis  deputy  nor  that  any  factor  be  a  member  of  the 


o: L  =ervat':rs  c». urt. 


12  October  1676. 


7.  The  convention  haveing  heard  the  rep^rte  of  the  comittee 
apprynteii  to  o>ns:  ider  the  matter  of  inbrlnging  of  forraign  cojne  to  this 
kingdom  and  making  them  pas  according  to  the  intrinsick  Talne,  and  far 
keeping  OMr  o^n  ojyne  within  this  kingdom,  they  judge  fiit  tt  and 
c  ./nvenient  that  the  Spanish  and  Dutch  doucat  doims  may  be  brought  in 
to  f»as  at  thne  pin  J  ten  shilling ;  the  peice  of  eight,  weighing  fourteen 
drap,  at  t;  :■  prin  i  se'ienteea  shilling :  the  Frensh  croun  at  tuo  pund 
seiteen   f^h:Il:rlg  :  and   for  fomigne  peices  of  gold,  viz.,  the  quadrouple 
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Spainish  pistoll,  wieing  fourteen  drap,  to  pas  at  fourtie  tuo  punds  Scotts ;  ^^""'^^°^- 
and   the   half  and    quarter   pistoll   propportionallie ;    and   the   Hungary  i676. 


single  doucat,  wieing  tuo  drap  bate  sex  grains,  to  pas  at  fyve  pund  tuell  Coins, 
shilling  Scotts;  and  the  double  doucat  for  the  double  of  that  soume. 
As  also  the  convention  considdering  the  scarcitie  of  copper  coyne,  viz., 
turners,  as  also  the  usefuUnes  of  small  lay  money  of  the  value  of  12d. 
and  6d.,  they  therefor  think  fitt  that  ane  humble  adress  be  made  to  his 
Majesties  privie  councill  for  procureing  warrand  for  inbringing  the  saids 
forraign  coyns  to  pas  at  the  rates  forsaid,  and  als  that  such  a  con- 
sidderable  quantitie  of  these  small  moneys  may  be  presently  coyned  as 
will  serve  the  kingdom ;  and  in  persuance  of  the  said  designe,  there 
being  a  draught  of  a  supplicatione  be  the  burrows  to  the  lords  of  secreet 
councill  for  that  eflfect,  and  which  being  red  wes  appro ven  and  the  lord 
provest  of  Edinburgh  appointed  to  subscryve  the  same  in  name  of  the 
burrows,  which  accordingly  his  lordship  did  in  their  presence,  and  thair- 
eftir  the  conventione  recomendit  to  his  lordship  to  doe  his  utmost 
endeavour  to  obtaine  the  said  supplicatioun  granted  be  the  lords  of  his 
Majesties  secreet  councilL 

8.  The  articles  of  agreement  betuixt  the  royall  burrows  and  the  Articles  of 
magistratts  of  the  toun  of  Campheer*  subscryvit  be  them  anent  the  J^^^bui^hs 
reestablishment  of  the  Scotts  staple  there  being  produced  be  the  *^*^  ^*™P^®®'- 
conservator,  the  convention  accepts  and  receaves  the  same  as  satisfactorie, 
excepting  the  following  particulars,  and  which  articles  of  agreement  the 
convention  only  accepts  with  the  explanations  and  alterations  aftir- 
mentioned,  vizt.,  1.  Whereas  in  the  third  article  there  is  mention  made 
of  lead,  lead  ure  and  salt  which  are  thereby  declaired  to  be  staple 
comodities,  yet  the  samen  are  not,  and  in  no  tyme  coming  shall  be 
holden  as  staple  comodities.  And  becaus  that  salmond  is  such  ane 
tender  and  perishable  comoditie  that  it  most  only  byde  its  season, 
therefor  it  is  declaired  that  it  shall  be  leisum  to  the  merchant  owner  of 
that  comoditie  that  in  case  there  be  not  seal  for  such  quantities  thairof 
as  are  imported  to  the  said  toun  of  Campheer  yeirlie  preceiding  the 
first  of  October,  befoir  the  fyfteen  of  the  said  moneth,  and  for  sick 
quantities  of  the  said  comoditie  as  shall  be  imported  eftir  the  said  firat 
day  of  October  yeirlie  the  same  shall  only  ly  till  the  last  of  the  said 

*  See  Appendix  No.  II. 
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Ep^uBOH.     moneth,  after  which  tyme  the  merchand  owner  therof  shall  be  free  to 

12  October  ,,  iiii  ii  i/.i  i 

1676.  take  the  same  els  where  where  he  may  haue  best  seal  for  the  samen,  he 

Articles  of       Paying  the    conservators    and   ministers  dews  therefor  allenerly.      And 
tweenTiu-gbr  siclyke  it  is  hereby  declaired  that  if  any  shipp  shall  aryve  at  the  said 
and  Campheer.  staple   porte   that   is   pairtlie   loadned   with   salmond   and    pairtly   with 
plaiding  or  ony  other  staple  comoditie  and  bound  for  any  other  porte 
outwith  the  sevin  provinces,  that  aftir  the  plaiding  or  any  other  staple 
comoditie  is  disloadned  it  shall  be  leisum  to  the  merchand  owner  of  the 
samen  to  transporte  the  same  to  any  forraigne  nation  without  payment  of 
any  dewtie  whatsomevir.     And  in  regaird  that  stockings  are  not  ane 
comoditie  that  frequently  vends  at  the  staple  porte  it  is  hereby  lykwayes 
declaired  that  it  shall  be  leisum  to  the  merchand  owner  thereof  (in  case 
there  be  not  seal  thairfor  within  tuo  moneths  aftir  the  importing  thairof) 
to  transporte  the  same  to  any  vther  porte  where  they  may  have  best  seal 
therefor  and  that  without  payment  of  any  dewtie  except  the  dewes  due 
to  the  conservator  and  the  minister  as  said  is.     And  whereas  in   the 
tuenty  third  article   of  the  agreement,   there    is  insert   the    sevinteen 
provinces,  yett  the  staple  shall  be  only  extended  to  the  sevin  provinces. 
And  siclyke,  whereas  in  the  threttie  tuo  article  of  the  said  agreement 
subscrivit  be  the  magistratts  of  Campheer  there  is  ommitted  these  words 
following,  viz.,  and  als  it  is  agreed  that  there  be  no  confiscation  of  not 
entred   goods   comeing  from   Holland   to  the  said  staple  porte  by  the 
custome  office  or  for  shorte  entries  hot  only  ane  moderate  fyne  and  that 
there  be  no  more  payed  for  measureing  of  plaiding  then  wes   in    Sir 
Patrick  Drumonds  tyme,  viz.,  ane  half  stiver  per  taillie,  or  ane  stiver  ane 
hundred  elns, — the  convention  declairs  that  these  words  ommitted  shall 
be    holden   as  added   to   the    said    32   article.     And   in  lyke  manner, 
whereas   in   the   34   article   of  the  agreement  subscrivit  be   the   saids 
magistratts  of  Campheer  the   words  following  are  omitted  which   are 
insert  in  the  other  articles,  viz. : — ^And  the  merchands  to  be  free  to  sell 
their  merchandice  by  the  peice,  number  or  bulk  without  being  oblidged 
to  bring  the  same  to  the  wiehous, — the  convention  declairs  that  they 
condiscend  and  agree  that  the  saids  articles  shall  agree  without  the  said 
addition.      And  sieing  that  there  is  insert  in  the  35  article  of  the  said 
agreement  fourfold  dewtie,  quhairas  in   the   other  agreement   there    is 
only  double  dewtie  insert,  the  convention  declairs  that  the  said  duetie 
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shall  be  allenerly  extended  to  double  duetie.     As  also  the  convention  v?o  ^bef * 
finds  the   36    article  of  the  agreement  altered,  and  the  words  following  1676. 


insert,  viz.,  according  to  the  old  list  and  tafflin  of  which  a  coppie  to  be  Articles  of 
delivered  to  the  conservator ;    and   therefor  they   declaire  that   instead  tw«en°burghs 
thereof  the  words  following  are  to  be  insert,  viz.,  according  to  the  table  ^'^^^ ^*™P^®®^* 
in  Sir  Patrick  Drumonds  tyme.      And  lastly  whereas  the  threttie  eight 
article  of  the  said  agreement  subscrivit  be  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh 
and  approven  be  his  Majestic  is  omitted  and    ane  other  article  instead 
thairof  insert  in  the  said  agreement  subscrivit  be  the  saids  magistratts  of 
Campheer,  the  convention  doe  altogether  disclame  and  disown  the  said 
38  article  according  as  it  is  insert  in  the  agreement  subscrivit  be  the 
saids  magistratts   of   Campheer,   and   declairs    they   adheare  to  the   38 
article  in  the  other  agreement  subscrivit  be  the  provest  of  Edinburgh 
approven  by  his  Majestic.     And  the  convention  haveing  called  the  con- 
servator and  the  premisses  being  red   in  his  audience  he  condiscended 
to    the   samen   and   promist  to   procure    the    magistratts    and    toun    of 
Campheer  their  approbatioun  of  the  samen,  lykeas  be  thir  presentis  he 
oblidges    him    to    procure    their    approbation    thairof   betuixt    and    the 
meetting  of  the  next  generall  convention. 

9.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  by  articles  oi^o^jxiivrar 

°  •'    .  of  the  staple 

agreement  subscribit  betuixt  the  royall  burrows  and  the  magistratts  of  port, 
the  toun  of  Campheer  and  approven  by  his  Majestic,  and  proclamation 
ishued  furth  by  the  secreet  councill,  the  staple  port  is  now  fuUie  and 
legally  setled  and  re-established  within  the  toun  of  Campheer,  therefor 
the  convention  not  only  declairs  that  the  staple  court  is  transported  from 
the  toun  of  Dorte  to  the  toun  of  Campheer,  and  als  fully  secured  there 
as  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  at  anytime  heirtofoir  the  samen  hes  been 
established  at  the  said  toun  of  Campheer,  and  that  there  lyes  no  obliga- 
tion upon  the  royall  burrows  nor  none  of  their  inhabitants  to  transporte 
staple  comodities  to  the  toun  of  Dorte,  bot  also  for  the  better  and  more 
punctuall  observation  of  the  said  staple  as  it  is  now  setled  at  Campheer, 
the  convention  renews  and  revives  all  and  whatsomevir  acts  and  statuts 
made  by  any  former  conventions  in  favors  of  the  staple,  and  that  against 
the  breakers  and  contraveeners  of  the  same,  declaireing  the  generality  to 
be  als  suflScient  as  if  every  particular  act,  statuts,  penalties,  and  certifica- 
tions wer  particularly  herein  exprest,  whereanent  the  convention  dispenses 
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i2*Oc^obe^'     ^^^    ^^^  ^^^    ^^^^'     ^^^   inrespect  that  by  expres  warrand   from   his 
1^76. Majestie  conteined  in  the  approbation  of  the  articles  of  agreement  sub- 
Acts  in  favor    scribit   be  the   pro  vest  of  Edinburgh,  and  in   the  forsaid  proclamation 
port.         ^    emitted  be  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill,  the  convention   hes 
pouer  to  make  acts  for  observance  of  the  staple  which  shall  be  obligatory 
and  binding  to  all  persons  who  transports  staple  comodities  to  the  United 
Provinces    whither    they    duell   within     the  jurisdiction    of   the    royall 
burrows  or  elswhere,  therefor  the  convention,  according  to  the  forsaid 
pouer  and  warrand,  be  thir  presentis  amplifies  and  extends  all  and  what- 
somevir  acts  of  burrows  which  at  any  tyme  heretofoir  hes  been  enacted 
for  binding  of  the  burgesses  of  the  free  royall  burrows  to  extend  to  be 
binding    and    oblidgeing    of    all    persons    who    shall    transporte    staple 
comodities   to    the  United   Provinces  whither  they  duell  in  free    royall 
burghs  or  without  the  same ;  and  authorizes  and  impouers  the  conserva- 
tor and  the   agent  for  the  burrows  to  extend  these  acts  against  these 
persones  who  are   not  within    the  jurisdiction  of   the    royall    burrows 
without    making    any    distinction    or    discrimination    betuixt    burgesses 
and    these    who    trades    not    within    the    royall    burghs ;    and   ordains 
letteres   of   horning   to   be   raised   at  the   instance   of   the    conservator 
or  his  deputs  against  all  or  any  persons  who  shall  hereftir  transporte  out 
of  this  kingdom  staple  comodities  to  any  other  place  within  the  sevin 
united  provinces  then  the  said  toun  of  Campheer  for  payment  of  such 
fynes  as  are  conteined  in  former  acts  of  burrows  made  theranent. 

Staple  port.  10.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Monros,  Air,  and 

Queensferrie  to  meet  immediately  after  the  rising  of  this  convention  and  set  down 
a  table  of  the  conservator  s  dues. 

Articles  of  11.  The  Convention  considdering  that  it  will  take  ane  long  tyme  to 

Rgreemen  'm'^Qxt  the  articles  of  agreement  betuix  the  royall  burrows  and  the  toun 
of  Campheer  anent  the  staple  porte  before  their  subscriptions  to  tlie 
actings  of  this  present  convention,  therefor  ordains  and  impouers  their  gene- 
rail  clerk  to  insert  them  after  there  subscriptions  which  is  hereby  declaired 
to  be  als  eflfectuall  as  if  they  had  been  insert  befoir  the  subscriptions.* 

Gonerall  clerk.  1 2.  The  convention  on  a  representation  by  James  Hocheid,  their  genend 
clerk,  "  that  ho  is  badlie  payed  of  his  yeirlie  pension  and  other  casualities  due  to 

*  See  Appendix  No.  II. 


L-L-*:, 
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him  as  clerk,"  ordained  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in  future  to  pay  him  out  of  the  ??^?^?f?' 
sums  due  by  them  to  the  agent.  1676. 

1 3.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  William  Sharpe,  in  name  of  the  Duke  of  5Jj^7^f 

Lauderdale,  several  bygone  years'  pensions  due  to  his  grace.  Lauderdale. 

1 4.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  certain  fees  to  servants  and  others.  F®®«  ^  ***'^" 

TcUlvO« 

15.  The  convention  statu ts  and  ordains  the  table  of  the  conservators  Consenratora 

dues. 

dewes  to  be  as  foUowes,  viz.  : 

For  each  sack  of  goods,  to  be  paid  by  the  merchant  sixteen  stivers 
and  by  the  skipper  four  stivers. 

And  the  particular  sackis  to  be  as  followeth,  viz. : — Plaiding  and  fingredns, 
1200  double  elns  at  120  dowble  ellis  the  100  ell  j  wooll,  30  stone  trone  ; 
skinnis,  600  j  kerseyes  and  Galloway  whytt,  600  double  elns  ;  boot  hose,  30 
duzen  of  stockings  ;  stockings  for  men  and  women,  80  duzen  j  Scots  cloath,  24 
peices ;  woollin  or  linning  yearn,  400  weight ;  goat  and  buk  skinns,  300  skinns  ; 
heart  hyds,  20  daikers ;  salmond,  6  barrell ;  butter  and  tallow,  2000  weight ; 
beiff,  mutton  or  pork,  12  barrellis  ;  salt  hyds,  20  daiker  of  kyne  hyds  and  15 
daiker  of  oxen  hyds,  and  the  dryed  tanned  hyds  20  daiker. 

Item,  ilk  burges  sone  at  his  first  voyadge  from  Scotland,  6  gilders  ;  and 
if  he  be  not  a  burges  sone,  1 2  gilders. 

Item,  each  factor  at  his  admission,  10  lib.  Fleims. 

Item,  for  ilk  tun  of  wine  imported  to  Campheer  in  Scotts  shipps  be- 
longing to  Scottsmen,  the  merchand  sex  stivers  and  the  skipper  tuo  stivers. 

Item,  for  ilk  tun  of  salt  imported  in  Scotts  shipps  and  Scots  owners, 
the  lyk. 

Item,  the  lyke  for  each  last  of  goods  comeing  to  Campheer  in  Scotts 
shipps  and  Scotts  owners  from  any  pairt  of  the  Easter  seas. 

Item,  each  last  of  come  comeing  from  the  Baltick  to  Campheer  in 
Scotts  shipps  and  belonging  to  Scotts  owners,  10  stivers. 

Item,  the  factor  is  to  pey  to  the  conservator  out  of  his  factor  fie  vpon 
each  sack  of*goods  10  stivers. 

Item,  as  to  all  fynes  and  forfaultors  that  shall  be  dew  by  breach  of 
the  staple,  the  one  half  the  convention  declares  to  belong  to  the  royall 
burrows,  and  the  other  half  to  belong  to  the  conservator. 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinbur&h.  S^5?^^- 

'  12  December 

Edinburgh,    Francis    Kinloch,    William    Hamiltoun ;    Perth,    James  commis- 
Shioch  ;  Aberdeen,  Maister  Patrick  Sandilands  ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Monera. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  December 
1676. 


Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne ;  St  Andro  s,  Maister  John  Easone ;  Glasgow, 
James  Carapble ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  George  Sinclair ; 
Kirkcaldie,  Matthew  Andersone ;  Monross,  Robert  Rennald ;  Couper, 
George  Mansone ;  Dumfrees,  William  Craik ;  Innerkeithing,  Robert 
Baird ;  Dumbartoun,  Robert  Watsone ;  Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone. 
(Nine  burghs  blank). 


Preses. 

Comisions. 


Staple  port. 


Stirling. 


ImpoHt, 
France. 


12  December  1676. 

1.  William  Binning,  provost  of  Ekiinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Approved  of  the  report  of  the  committee  for  revising  the  commissions, 
finding  them  formal. 

13  December  1676. 

3.  Remitted  to  the  consideration  of  next  general  convention  a  letter  from 
the  conservator  in  relation  to  (1)  the  willingness  of  the  magistrates  of  Campheer 
to  insert  in  the  articles  an  amendment  as  to  a  competent  number  of  Actors  beinff 
sent  to  Campheer ;  (2)  the  conservator  s  dues,  craving  the  same  may  be  24  stivers 
on  the  sack  of  goods,  and  (3)  his  expenses  in  setting  the  staple  since  1671 
amounting  to  £988,  10s. 

4.  The  convention  finding  the  excuse  of  the  burgh  of  StirUng  reasonable, 
discharged  the  unlaw  imposed  for  absence  from  last  particular  convention. 

5.  .The  convention  of  burrows  being  mett  to  advyse  and  consult  anent 
the  speciall  affaire  underwritten,  takeing  to  their  serious  considderation 
that  these  many  yeirs  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  to  France  hes  continowed 
under  the  heavie  burdeen  of  ane  impost  of  fyftie  soke  upon  the  tun,  and 
that  these  tuentie  yeiris  past  there  hes  been  almost  at  euery  convention 
complents  made  of  that  incumberance  upon  trade  and  many  acts  of  bur- 
rows past  made  in  relation  to  the  doun  getting  thereof  which  hitherto  hea 
proven  inefFectuall,  and  the  convention  being  now  weell  informed  that  at 
this  present  tyme  there  is  ane  seasonable  opportunity  ofifered  for  takeing 
off  the  said  impost  which  if  not  imbraced  and  rightly  improven  the  lyke 
occasion  will  not  probably  occurre  in  many  yeirs,  as  lykwayes  considdering 
how  advantageous  it  wold  be  to  the  haill  royall  burrowes  and  to  the  en- 
curadgement  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  the  takeing  oflf  of 
the  said  heavie  impost  which  in  many  cases  amounts  neir  to  the  fraughts 
of  shipps  trading  there,  therefore  the  convention  recomends  the  manadge- 
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ing  and  ordoring  of  that  aflfaire  to  the  present  commissioners  of  Edinburgh.  Ediitburoh. 
Linlithgow  and  Glasgow  and  Queensferrie  to  act  and  negotiat  the  samen  i676. 
at  the  courts  of  England  and  France  in  what  way  and  maner  they  think  import, 
expedient ;  and  becaus  so  great  a  transaction  will  requyre  the  expending  ^™°®®- 
of  considderable   souras  of   money  many  wayes    the   convention  grants 
warrand  pouer  and  coraission  to  the  saids  commissioners  to  bestow  and 
employ  towards  the  doun  getting  of  the  said  impost  such  soums  of  money 
as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  fitt,  provydeing  the  samen  exceed 
not  the  soume   of  four  thousand  fyve  hundred  punds  sterling ;  which 
soume   of  four   thousand  fyve   hundred   punds   sterling   the   convention 
appoynts  their  agent  to  collect  and  uplift  from  the  haill  royall  burrows 
according  to  their  respective  propportions  of  the  taxt  roll  and  to  make 
payment  thereof  to  such  persones  as  the  saids  commissioneris  shall  appoynt 
to  receave  the  same ;  provydeing  always  before  any  payment  be  made 
that  the  said  impost  be  taken  off  and  the  Scotts  shipps  tradeing  from 
Scotland  to  France  or  from  France  to  any  other  place  be  fred  of  the  said 
impost  and  they  putt  in  actuall  possession  of  the  said  priviledge  and 
secured  therein  according  to  the  lawes  in  France. 

6.  The  commissioners  recommended  to  the  conBideration  of  next  general  con-  Reimbune- 
vention  as  to  being  reimbursed  of  the  sum  of  £4500  mentioned  in  the  preceding  ni«»it  of  £450( 
minute. 

7.  The  convention  thinks  it  fitt  and  expedient  that  ane  letter  be  Letter  to 
written  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  whereof  the  tenor  foUowes: —     ^  ®     ** 
May  it  pleas  your  grace.     Wee  being  informed  that  at  this  present  tyme 

there  is  good  grund  of  hope  given  us  that  upon  active  endeavours  used 
the  royall  burrows  may  in  probability  be  eased  of  that  burdeensome  im- 
post of  50  solze  laid  on  these  many  yeers  by  the  Frensh  King  upon  the 
tun  of  Scotts  shipps  tradeing  to  France  contrare  to  our  antient  priviledges 
in  that  kingdom,  upon  which  accompt  wee  are  now  mett  at  a  convention 
called  for  that  purpose  and  hes  made  ane  act  impouering  some  of  our 
number  to  negotiat  that  affaire  by  your  graces  direction  both  at  the  courts 
of  England  and  France,  and  being  lykwajrs  informed  that  there  is  one  of 
our  own  cuntriemen  sent  over  from  England  to  France  to  act  in  relation 
to  maritime  affairs  in  that  kingdom,  wee  doe  in  all  humility  and  duetifull 
submission  intreat  your  grace  to  mediat  with  his  sacred  Majestie,  the 

4  Q 


APPENDIX- 


NO.  I. 

Articles  of  Agreement  for  settling  the  Staple  Port  at  Dort  or  Dor- 
drecht, ratified  by  the  Convention  7th  July  1669. 

Translated  out  of  the  Low  Dutch  language. 

To  ALL  PEOPLE   of  what  estaite  or  conditione  they  are  who  shall  sie  or  heir  Obligation  by 
these  presents  to  be  read.     Wee,  Burgomasters  and  Ancient  Councell  of  the  *^®  ourgo- 
citie  of  Dordrecht  or  Dort,  certifie  and  make  known  that  wee  by  our  deputies  or  council  of  Dor- 
comissioneris,  the  Lords  Johan  Hallingh,  ruling  burgomaster,  Adrian  van  Blyen-  drecht. 
borgh,  lord  of  Naltwyck,  Jacob  van  Beverin,  lord  of  Suyndrecht,  Comelis  de  Witt, 
ruvaert  or  chiefe  justice  of  the  land  of  Puttin,  or  burgomasters  or  aldermen,  and 
als  of  the  lords  Derek,  Dammert,  Alewyn  of  Halewyn,  John  de  Witt,  John 
wan  Neurewbergh,  Nicholas  Stoop,  Pompeyus  Berk,  Cornelius  Pompe  of  Meer- 
dervoort,  lord  of  Hewdrick,  Iden  Ambacht,  William  Langlrie  and  Gorsprin  van 
out  Garden,  all  of  the  ancient  councell,  and  lykwayes  the  lords  nir  Nicolas 
Vivien  and  Arent  Muys  van  Holy,  our  councell    recorder  and  secretarie  re- 
spectivelie,  have  caused  to  treat  with  the  honorabl  lords  Walter  Chieslie  of  Dairy, 
Alexander  Sandilands,  baliffs  or  burgomaisters  of  Edinburgh,  and  Patrick  Threep- 
land,  provest  of  Pearth,  comissioneris  of  the  royal  borrowis  of  Scotland,  to- 
gidder  with  the  Lord  William  Dauidsone,  knight,  barronet,  and  resident  of  his 
Maiestie  of  Gi*eat  Britane  and  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  Scotts  natione 
in  these  Natherlands,  fumisched  and  provyded  with  speciall  and  ample  authoriza- 
tione  by  comissione  from   the  above-mentioned   royall    borrowes    of  Scotland, 
granted   and  confirmed  by  approbatione  of  his  said  royall  Maiestie  of  Great 
Britaine  followeing  therwpone,  wherof  the  contents  in  the  closure  of  this  instru- 
ment is  insert  woord  for  woord,  touching  and  concemeing  certane  ordinances  and 
statuts  necessarie  and  serviceable  for  the  trafficking  and  comerce,  and  lykwayes 
the  rescidence  of  the  Scotts  staple  coui*t  within  this  citie,  and  that  wee  in  that 
behalf  are  also  fullie  agreeit  and  concludit  in  the  forme  and  maner  conteined  in 
the  following  articles  ;  and  therfore  wee  hawe  wnto  the  Scotts  staple  afoirsaid, 
subjects  of  the  said  King  of  Great  Britane  who  now  or  heirafter  shall  personallie 
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Appendix  I. 

with  Dort, 
ratified  7th 
July  1669. 

Preservation  of 
peace  between 
Great  Britain 
and  the  Ne- 
therlands. 


Prevention  of 
rebellion. 


Security  to 
those  resort- 
ing to  staple. 


reseid  and  traffick  or  trade  within  this  citie,  given,  granted  and  promised   that 
which  heir  wndir  folio weth,  namelie  : — 

1 .  And  first  of  all  it  is  speciallie  agreeit,  and  wee  burgomaisters  and  rulers  of 
the  city  of  Dort  doe  promise  that  wee,  for  the  conservatione  and  mantenance  of 
the  new  allyance  and  auiitie  which  by  divyne  providence  is  made  betwein  liis 
most  illustrious  Maiestie  of  Great  Britaine  and  the  hie  and  mightie  Liords  and 
Stats  Genemll  of  the  vnited  Natherlands  and  the  long  continowed  injoyment  of 
the  sweit  fruits  of  so  blessed  a  peace,  shall  and  will  in  all  things  to  our  power 
in  all  lawfull  occationes  or  oppertunities  seriouslie  give  a  reall  and  readie  detnon- 
stratione  of  our  sinceir  inclinatione  to  his  Maiesties  royall  persone,  auctoritic^  and 
goverment  and  of  our  continuwall  inclinatione  to  the  weel&ir  and  tranquil litie 
of  his  Maiesties  realms  and  dominions,  and  more  particuUarlie  with  ane  observ- 
ance of  respect  tending  to  the  honour  of  his  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland,  and 
lykwayes  to  the  reputatione  and  intrest  of  all  his  Majesties  good  subjects  therin, 
conformitie  to  the  said  articles  of  peace  laitlie  concluded  and  established. 

2.  Lykas  wee  also  at  all  tymes  heirefber  shall  and  will  forbid  lett  and  hinder 
the  buying  and  selling  of  all  sorts  of  amuuition  of  war,  armes,  offensive  or  defen- 
sive, to  or  by  any  fugitives,  rebells,  enemies,  or  any  other  disaffected  to  his  royall 
Majesties  interest,  and  lykwayes  the  printing  and  dispressing  or  publishing  of  all 
seditious  books  or  pasq wills,  or  that  the  same  shall  be  shipped  or  transported 
out  of  this  citie,  or  any  places  wndir  the  jurisdictione  therof,  wnto  any  of  his 
Maiesties  realmes  or  dominiones,  and  moi*e  especiallie  to  his  Majesties  kingdome 
of  Scotland,  bot  that  on  the  contrarie  wee,  efter  that  the  samen  shall  be  discovered 
wnto  the  lord  conservatour,  and  that  it  shall  by  the  said  lord  be  given  ws  to 
wnderstand,  then  shall  and  will  let,  and  hinder  the  samen,  and  that  wee  shall  also 
according  to  demerit  cause  to  be  punised  all  such  peraones  who  in  maner  aflbrRaid 
should  happen  to  offend,  and  that  all  such  amunitione  of  war,  aither  offensive  or 
defensive,  ai*ms,  and  seditious  books  shall  be  confiscated. 

3.  Furdermore,  wee  promise  wnto  these  of  the  Scotts  staple  to  give  and 
grant  them  publict  faith,  securitie,  and  free  and  safe  conduct  made  in  new  forme 
to  the  vse  and  behove  of  the  lord  conservatour  and  all  otheris  belonging  wnto 
or  depending  wpone  the  said  staple  that  they  in  ther  persones  with  their  resi^ec- 
tive  families  and  goods  shall  and  may  freelie  and  peaceablie  dwell,  trade,  and 
trafHcque  in  this  citie  and  the  jurisdictione  therof  for  als  many  yeires  as  shall  l>e 
heirunder  specifiet,  and  if  in  caice  any  civill,  intestine,  or  forraigne  wares  (which 
God  prevent)  should  aryse  in  such  wayes  that  those  of  the  said  staple  could  not 
exercise  ther  comerce  and  trafficque  in  freedome  and  peace,  that  they  then,  ther 
])er8ones,  families,  and  goods,  may  freelie  transport  them  to  such  places  as  they* 
shall  find  and  think  expedient ;  and  in  persewance  theix)f  wee  shall  and  will  be 
ingadged  to  provyd  and  furnish  them  at  ther  ovne  reasonable  charges  with  such 
ships,  hoiglios,  boats,  and  other  conveniences  which  shall  be  found  fittest  for  ther 
best,  securest,  and  safest  tmnsportatione,  and  also  that  wee  in  caice  of  any  warr 
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to  aryse  (which  God  prevent)  shall  and  will  give  all  those  who  resort  under  the   Appkndix  1. 
said  staple  (efter  preceeding  warneing  to  them  given)  the  space  of  sex  monethes  A.^eemont 
to  dispose  of  ther  affaires  and  to  recover  the  debts  and  also  to  pay  and  satisfie  ^^f^Jd^^T^J^ 
that  which  they  then  should  be  indebted  wnto  any  inhabitant  heire.  July  1(569. 

4.  Fourtlie,  wee  hawe  granted  and  consented  wnto  these  of  the  said  Scotts  Cliurch  and 
staple  a  convenient  and  weill  situat  church  called  {blank)^  wherein  to  hawe  and  °  ^^^^  ^^^  * 
vse  the  exercise  of  the  Cristian  reformed  religione  according  to  the  doctrine, 
service,  and  disciplin  confessed,  practised,  and  by  the  law  of  the  kingdome  of 
Scotland  established,  which  church  shall  be  keeped  in  dew  repaire  to  ther  con- 
tent and  good  lyking  without  the  charges  of  those  of  the  said  Scotts  staple, 

wherin  or  in  the  which  we  also  give  and  grant  them  full  and  free  libertie  of 
sepultur  and  Cristiane  buriall  of  ther  dead  at  what  time  soever  they  please  to  doe 
the  samen  that  tlie  said  church  and  the  church  yaird  thereof  shall  not  be  employed 
for  or  to  the  buriall  of  any  other  persones  without  preceeding  consent  granted  by 
the  lord  conservator. 

5.  Wee  also  consent  by  these  presents  that  those  of  the  Scotts  staple  may  Doctor  sur- 
take  in  ther  service,  vse,  and  employ  such  ane  docter  of  phisick,  master  harbor,  g®oD,  and  apo- 
surgeane  and  appothecare,  as  they  shall  think  good  without  any  mans  contradic-     ^^'^^ 
tione,  and  that  the  said  doctor,  chirurgiane  and  appothecarie  shall  lykwayes  hawe 

and  enjoy  such  immunities  and  priviledges  as  the  doctors,  chirurgians,  and 
appothecares  in  this  citie  duelling  or  pra<jtiseing  of  right  belougeth  ;  nevertheless 
that  all  other  doctors,  chirurgians,  and  appothecars  in  this  citie  be  freelie  per- 
mitted to  practise  among  such  of  the  Scotts  staple  and  natione  as  are  therin 
resident. 

6.  And  wheras  it  will  be  necessarie  that  the  saids  Scotts  staple  court  should  Messengers, 
be  provydit  for  and  fumisched  with  faithfull  and  fitting  messengers,  officers,  and  Officers,  ser- 
servands,  and  lykwayes  with  broackers,  also  with  weighers  and  measurers,  that         ' 
therefor  wee,  togider  with  the  said  lord  conservatour,  shall  and  will  therwnto  put 

and  place  so  many  and  such  honest  persones,  als  weill  out  of  the  Scotts  natione 
as  inhabitants  of  the  citie,  as  shall  by  them  be  judged  and  deemed  to  belong,  all 
the  which  shall  and  most  doe  or  tak  the  dew  of  alsweill  to  this  citie  as  to  the 
lord  conservatour. 

7.  And  wee  shall  and  will  also  provyd  a  fitting  and  convenient  duelling  Dwelling- 
house  for  the  lord  conservator  his  deputie,  also  for  the  thesaurer,  secretarie  or  ^^"®^  ^^*!  ^^" 

-  .    .  servator,  trea* 

clerk,  and  lykways  for  the  minister  or  preacher,  in  which  houses  the  lord  con-  surer,  secre- 
servatour  or  his  deputies  at  ther  pleasures  shall  and  may  call  and  keep  conven-  ^^>  *"*^  ™^" 
tiones  and  assembles  (as  occatione  shall  requyre)  of  merchant  factors,  ship 
masters,  mariners,  retainers,  and  all  other  persones  belonging  to  the  said  Scotts 
staple,  without  any  impediment,  hinderance,  or  molestatione,  which  said  hous  shall 
be  gmtis  or  without  paying  any  thing,  and  shall  and  most  also  be  repaired  at  the 
charges  of  the  citie. 

8.  And  to  the  intent  that  the  goods  and  merchandize  may  be  stored,  housed,  Storehouses. 
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Agreement 
with  Dort, 
ratififld  7th 
July  1669. 


Consergerie  or 
inu. 


Ilavon,  boats, 
carts,  and  la- 
bourers. 


Bank  of  ex- 
change. 


and  preserved,  and  lykwayes  that  all  merchants,  factores,  shipmastem,  seamen, 
collectors,  and  others  above-mentioned,  subalteme  or  inferior  officers  and  per- 
sones  belonging  to  the  said  staple,  shall  and  may  enjoy  and  have  good  aooomoda- 
tione,  that  therfore  wee  shall  and  will  furnish  and  provyd  therwnto  convenient 
duelling  houses  and  chambers,  warehoussis,  and  cellaris,  and  garretts,  at  a  reasone- 
able  raite  or  pryce,  and  in  caice  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  should  chance  to  ask  ane 
unreasonable  pryce  that  then  wee  shall  and  will  moderate  the  same. 

9.  Further  wee  ha  we  promised  and  ingadged  unto  those  of  the  Scotts  staple 
ane  fair  and  lairge  house,  or  more  if  it  should  be  necessarie,  weell  accomodated 
[consergerie]  or  inne ;  in  which  said  house  all  persones  frequenting  the  Scotts 
staple,  and  being  of  the  same  natione,  may  adres  themselfe  to  eat^  drink,  and 
lodge,  bot  that  no  member  of  the  said  staple  shall  hawe  libertie  or  be  permitted 
to  provyd  the  same  with  meat  and  drink  or  lodgeing  without  consent  of  the  lord 
conservatour,  yet  nevertheless  that  the  citizans  and  inhabitants  of  this  citie  shall 
and  may  be  permitted  to  take  wnto  ther  houses  such  persones  who  frequent  the 
staple,  and  also  to  furnish  and  provyd   them  with   meat,   drink,  and    otiier 


necessares. 


Borne  or  ex- 
change. 


10.  We  lykwayes  promise  to  prepare  for  those  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  a  safe, 
large,  or  spatious  heaven  for  their  shippis,  furnished  and  provydit  with  kayes  and 
cranes  for  the  lading  and  inlading  of  ther  goods  and  merchandize,  and  to  this  end 
that  those  of  the  said  staple  may  hawe  the  better  conveniencie  wee  will  give 
ordour  to  the  heaven  master  that  ther  ships  and  wessellis  may  lade  and  inlade  at 
the  kayes  without  any  let  or  hinderance,  lykeas  wee  also  at  ther  reasonable 
charges  shall  and  will  furnish  and  provyd  they  be  served  and  accomodated  with 
such  covered  and  tented  barks,  boats,  lighters,  more  especial] ie  in  tyme  of  frost, 
when  the  ships  cannot  approach  or  come  neir  the  citie,  and  also  with  a  good 
quantitie  of  sledds,  cairts,  and  labourers  for  the  more  tymelie  and  convenient  lading 
and  inlading  of  ther  shipps  and  goods,  thair  respective  wages  or  dewes  whereof  shall 
be  regulated  be  ws  and  the  lord  conservator  joyntlie,  and  in  caice  any  of  the  said 
labourers  should  [use]  any  bad  and  uncivill  words  or  language  towards  or  against 
any  merchants,  factors,  ship  masters,  and  seamen,  or  any  other  persones  belonging 
to  the  staple,  wee  shall  and  will  speidilie  cause  the  same  to  be  punished  or  oorected 
according  to  the  exegence  and  demerit  of  the  mater. 

11.  We  also  take  care  and  provyd  that  with  the  verie  first  ane  bank  of  ex- 
change shall  be  established  in  this  citie  for  the  remiting  of  moneys  wnto  all 
places,  and  wee  doe  also  promise  to  furnish  the  merchants  and  fiictors  of  the  ffaid  ' 
staple  coui*t  with  so  much  moneys  as  they  shall  hawe  occatione  to  vse,  and  that 
wpone  the  securitie  or  assureance  of  ther  goods  for  so  long  tyme  and  untill  ther 
goods  may  or  can  be  sold,  provyding  they  in  the  meane  tyme  pay  reasonable  vse 
or  intrest,  namelie,  as  ten  stivei-s  per  cent,  by  the  month,  and  the^days,  weeks, 
and  moneths  proportionallie  according  to  the  same  raite. 

1 2.  Tliosc  of  the  Scotts  staple  aforsaid  shall  and  may  at  ther  pleasur  also 
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frequent  and  resort  wnto  the  borse  or  exchange  which  wee  hawe  caused  to  be   Appewdix  I. 
placed  or  built  wpon  the  mercat  field  of  this  citie.  A^eement 

13.  Wee  doe  also  promise  to  provyd  and  appropriat  to  the  vse  of  those  ^^^t^^^T^l 
the  Scotts  staple  ane  pleasant  and  delightfull  place  within  or  neir  this  citie  for  July  1669. 
ther  bodilie  recreatione,  pastyme,  and  pleasure,  and  also  a  convenient  place  for  Place  of  recre- 
the  merchants  and  factors  to  dry  and  air  their  sheip  skins,  hyds,  or  other  goods  *  ^°°* 
which  should  be  in  danger  to  be  damnified  be  water  or  other  wayes. 

1 4.  Wee  also  promise  and  agree  unto  that  wee  in  the  night  tyme  will  cause  Night  watch, 
guid  and  suflficient  watch  to  be  keepit  in  the  streets,  and  more  especiallie  in  those 

places  wher  the  greatest  pairts  of  the  warehouses  of  the  said  staple  court  are,  and 
also  take  care  that  the  citizens  shall  and  most  carie  and  demaine  themselfs  peace- 
ablie  and  in  ane  friendlie  maner  wnto  those  who  are  members  of  the  said  staple 
court. 

1 5.  Furdermore,  wee  also  promise  unto  these  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  court  Weights  and 
that  wee  shall  and  will  make  and  keep  the  beame  or  instrument  to  weigh  withall  "®**™* 
within  our  said  citie  according  to  the  forme  and  custome  of  the  weights  and 

beam  of  the  citie  of  Amsterdame,  and  that  the  dewes  of  all  the  goods  and  mer- 
chandize, and  also  for  the  vse  of  the  respective  cranes  shall  be  payd  conformable 
unto  ane  register  quhich  shall  be  made  with  counsell  and  advyce  of  the  lord  con- 
servator within  ane  month  effcer  the  said  Scotts  staple  court  shall  hawe  ther 
residence  heir. 

16.  That  everie  merchant  or  factor  shall  hawe  the  libertie  to  hawe  and  take  Liberty  to  have 

ane  freeman  or  labourer  accordinir  to  ther  good  will  and  pleasure.  f  freeman  or 

laoourer 

17.  Also  the  merchants  of  the  said  staple  or  ther  factors  in  this  citie  shall  Merchants  to 

and  most  not  sell  otherwayes  then  by  the  great  or  whoUe  seale,  ther  clothes,  bayes  sell  by  whole- 
or  kersyes,  and  other  wares,  etc.,  bot  that  they  nather  shall  or  may  retaill  the."*^®* 
same  in  small  or  by  the  ell. 

18.  Furdermore,  we  promise  for  aLsmuch  as  lyeth  in  our  power  to  vse  all  our  Staple  goods 
possable  endeavour,  both  by  the  lords  stats  of  Holland  and  West  Frizeland,  and  Jj[^^  ^™ 
in  persuance  thereof  by  the  stats  general  1,  or  generallie  to  the  intent  that  staple 

guids  which  come  from  Scotland  ower  hither  shall  and  may  whollie  and  at  once 
be  freed  from  the  payment  of  customes  according  to  the  example  of  the  goods 
which  are  sent  over  and  consigned  to  the  merchant  adventurs  of  the  Inglish 
natione  for  and  becaus  the  Scots  staple  and  the  Inglish  companie  or  scocietie  are 
of  ane  and  the  same  kynd,  and  wee  also  promise  (for  als  much  as  is  in  our  power) 
to  prevent  and  hinder  that  new  burdings  and  impositiones,  under  whatsoever 
name  or  pretext  or  for  what  cause  the  same  should  or  might  be,  shall  for  the 
future  be  put  or  consented  wpone  the  said  staple  goods. 

19.  Lykas,  wee  promise  to  vse  all  our  best  endeavours  and  offices  to  the  end  Endeavour  to 
that  the  lastage  and  beacon  moneyes,  and  lykewayes  the  imposts  and  dewes  laid  JSrts^^ddues. 
wpone  the  comeing  in  of  the  Scots  coall,  and  also  wpone  the  whyt  Scotts  salt, 

may  whollie  be  taken  away  or  laid  asyd. 


Appendix  I. 


680  Convention  of  JRoyal  Bnrg/is. 

20.  Wee  hawe  furdermore  granted  and  doe  grant  and  consent  by  ttieae  pre- 

^PV^efoent       aentts  that  the  lord  conservatour  as  fliipreame  or  cheif  magistrat,  hia  deputtie, 

ratified  7tii       thpsaurer,  secretarie,  and  clerk,  the  minister  or  preacher,  and  infeiior  church 

July  1669.        officei-B,  the  couchergeire  or  innea,  one  or  more  (if  need  be),  the  lord  conservator, 

^ploDort  to    '"'""'^'^i  ^^^  mesaers,  serjands,  and  swome  servanda,  and  fiirder  all  other  roenibera 

be  free  from     of  the  said  Scotts  staple  dur«ing  ther  stay  or  residence  heir  with  their  respective 

taiea.  familiea  shall  be  keept  declaired  and  exempt  from  all  taxis,  oontributionea,  excjaee, 

imposts,  impoaitiounes,  and  taxationes,  wbatsomever  the  same  might  or  ahoald  be, 

vbicli  are  alreadie  imposed  or  which  heirefter  shall  or  maj  be  imposed  or  charged 

by  the  citie,  and  lykwayea  from  all  auch  moneys  which  are  payed  to  enter  in  or 

goe  out  of  the  gates  of  the  citie  by  evening,  firom  watching  aud  paying  Uie  citie 

watchmen,  from  traneiug  and  haveing  of  shouldiers  onqiiartered  in  ther  houses, 

which  heir  abovementioned  priviledges  and  liberties  to  them  granted  shall  and 

must  be  also  enjoyed  by  the  widowes  of  the  above  sidd  persones  as  long  as  the^ 

Liberty  to  Ksh  21.  As  wee  lykwayes  give  libertie  to  the  said  lord  conservator  or  bin  deputie, 

cheif  officers,  and  merchants,  to  fish,  foul,  hunt  and  haulk  in  all  places  wnder  the 
jurisdictione  of  this  citie. 
Liberty  to  use  22.  Wee  also  promise  and  consent  that  the  lord  conservatour  or  his  deputie 

prUon.  g},g|i  ^j,j  p,j,y  ygg  t,},g  priaone  of  this  citie  at  hia  pleasure,  furnished  with  all 

neceasars  therwnto  belonging,  in  which  the  said  lord  conservator  or  his  depute 
shall  and  may  cause  to  be  imprisoned  all  auch  debtors  and  lykwayes  all  such 
offenders  and  evill  doers  of  the  Scotts  staple,  which  he  sliall  and  may  at  hia  plea- 
sure diacbarge  and  releiae  without  any  mans  leive  or  contradictione,  and  that  the 
chiefe  oi&cer  of  the  citie  and  his  marahall  or  officers  be  bound  (as  often  as  the 
same  shall  by  the  said  lord  conservator  or  his  depute  be  requyred)  to  give  him 

Pilots.  23.  Wee  also  promise  by  these  presents  to  take  great  care  that  auoceaaivelie 

knowing  and  weel  experienced  pilotts  may  be  appointed  to  conduct  and  pilot  the 
ships  belonging  to  the  staple  in  and  out  iu  tyme  of  etonne,  mist,  and  djurk 
weather,  and  also  through  the  Kill,  whose  waiges  or  dewea  (with  apeciall  oomnai- 
catione  and  approbatione  of  ws  and  the  lord  conservatour  or  his  deputie)  ahall  be 
r^ujated  or  reduced  wnto  a  register  or  cattolloge,  to  the  end  that  payment  may 
be  made  according  therwnto  als  oft  as  the  saids  pilotts  shall  hawe  conduced  ia  or 
out  factors  or  shipmasters  ;  and  if  so  be  that  any  ship  or  ships  (unexpeotedlie  «- 
against  hope)  should  come  to  miscarie  neir  this  citie,  that  wee  then  Bfaall  and  will 
lit  ther  reasonable  charges  cause  to  be  vsed  all  possible  and  speedie  help  and 
a.saistance  to  preserve  and  releive  the  said  aliip. 
ffoo'.iaw'l'-cre-  ^*'  ^"^  '°  °^'^^  ""^  guids  or  ahipa  that  are  parished  or  miacaried  wbidi  of 
Rtared.  right  belongs  unto  the  meichanta  and  factors  of  this  staple  should  be  saved  by 

any  of  this  citie  or  the  jurisdictione  thereof  duelling  or  sojonmeing,  that  we  ah^ 
and  will  diligentlie  search  and  follow  the  same,  being  found,  be  it  whenwever  of. 
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by  whomsoever  it  might  or  should,  that  wee  shall  and  will  presentlie  cause  the  Appendix  I. 
samen  to  be  restored  unto  the  lawfuU  owners  and  proprietars  thereof  provydit  Agreement 
that  they  then  shall  be  ingadged  to  pay  dew  and  convenient  salvage  money  for  ^fi^^jtu 
the  same;  and  in  caice  any  such  goods  as  abovementionat  should  be  keeped  secreit  July  1669. 
or  hidden  or  dishonestlie  or  forceablie  alienated  or  detained  by  any  native  in- 
habitant or  others  resorting  under  the  jurisdictione  of  this  citie  that  wee  then  and 
in  that  caice  shall  and  will  compell  and  constrane  all  such  persones  to  restore  and 
make  good  and  satisfie  the  saids  goods  unto  the  trew  ouners  and  proprietars,  and 
will  cause  the  saids  offenders  to  be  severlie  punished  according  to  the  demerite  of 
ther  comitted  hyding  therof  and  unjust  detaineing  or  keeping  up  of  the  same. 

25.  And  in  caice  it  might  or  should  happen  that  any  ship  or  ships  comeing  Ships  passirg 
hither  from  Scotland  with  staple  wares  should  goe  so  deep  or  draw  so  much  water  {J^g"^  ^  ' 
that  the  same  could  not  advance  or  come  before  the  citie  without  being  lightened, 

that  we  then  shall  and  will  at  and  wpone  our  charges  or  coasts  cause  the  said 
ships  to  be  so  much  or  so  far  lightened  as  that  the  said  ships  shall  and  may  pas 
the  shallowes  or  banks  which  may  be  found  in  the  way,  and  to  the  end  that  the 
same  may  not  be  pretexed  or  pretendit  without  necessitie  that  wee  shall  or  will 
not  be  ingadged  therewnto  unles  that  the  same  shall  be  first  given  ws  to  under- 
stand, and  that  the  samen  shall  be  adjudged  that  it  most  be  done  by  ws  togidder 
with  the  lord  conservatour  or  his  deputie. 

26.  And  in  caice  any  ships  should  be  retarded  in  the  Kill  by  reasone  of  con-  Assistance  in 
trarie  winds  in  so  much  that  the  same  should  or  could  not  pas  without  the  ^jpf*"^  ^^ 
meanes  or  assistance  of  drawing  horses  that  then  and  in  that  caice,  but  not  other- 

wayes,  wee  undei'take  to  furnish  the  saids  horses  at  our  charges. 

27.  In  caice  any  goods  or  wares  should  chance  to  suffer  any  damnag  or  los  by  Ooods  dam- 
negligence,  refractorines,  or  want  of  care  of  the  cranmaster  or  his  substituts,  ^  mil°ad^^'*^ 
servants,  or  any  on  els  by  him  imployed  in  the  ladning  and  unladning  of  the 

ships,  that  then  the  said  cranemasters  shall  and  must  satisfie  the  damnage  and  lass 
caused  in  that  behalf,  the  satis&ctioune  whereof  wee  will  compell  them  to  make 
and  doe  in  caice  of  ther  refusall  to  doe  the  same. 

28.  As  also  wee  promise  at  all  tyraes  at  the  request  of  the  lord  conservator  Convoy  to  be 
or  his  deputies  to  vse  all  fitting  and  convenient  offices  and  indeavours  by  court  ghipT       ^ 
or  coUedge  of  admiralitie  in  the  Maz,  to  the  end  that  by  the  same  a  man  of  war 

may  be  franklie  and  freelie  furnished  out  to  convoy  the  ships  of  the  said  staple 
(which  shall  and  may  be  readie  to  saill  or  run  out)  to  all  places  within  the  river 
Forth  or  to  any  other  places  in  the  kingdome  of  Scotland,  and  ther  to  stay  and 
attend  the  space  of  fourtein  dayes  wpone  the  ships  and  to  convoy  the  same  back 
againe  hither  in  safetie. 

29.  Even  as  we  also  promise  to  vse  all  dilligence  and  indevouris  by  the  lords  Endeavour  to 
states  generall  to  the  end  that  these  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  ther  guids  may  not  pre^ont  forfeit- 
be  foirfaulted  or  confiscated  notwithstanding  that  the  same  should  not,  by  any  mis- 
understanding, mistake,  or  neglect,  be  dewlie  declaired  entered  and  given,  on 
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aither  in  respect  of  the  qaantitie  or  qualitie  thereof,  but  that  sacli  of  ibe  lyk 
caice  the  transgresnor  or  offender  should  onlie  be  punished  with  the  penaltie  or 
foirfnultor  of  double  or  twyse  as  much  as  shall  be  found  to  be  too  short  entered 
and  payed,  over  and  above  such  a  pecuniall  penaltie  as  the  lord  conservator  ac- 
cording to  the  qualitie- of  the  offence,  shall  judge  to  belong. 

30.  And  in  caice  that  any  ship  or  ships  should  or  might  be  robbed  or  dia- 
poyled  on  the  se&s  by  any  inhabitant  or  any  other  persone  resorting  under  the 
jiirisJictione  of  this  citie,  that  wee  then  and  in  that  caice  stand  bound  and 
oblidged  to  indeavour  according  to  our  power  that  all  such  ships  shall  and  must  be 
restored  againe  with  the  whoUe  loadning  thereof,  or  els  full  satis&ctione  shall  be 
made  or  given  for  the  same  according  to  the  just  value  thereof,  and  that  wee  will 
cause  the  delinquent  to  be  punished  according  to  the  demerite  of  the  causey  bot 
in  caice  the  offender  should  or  might  duell  undir  ane  other  jurisdictione  then  wee 
shall  and  will,  at  the  charges  of  the  citie,  cause  to  solicite  the  restitatione  and 
satisfactione  therof  by  our  recorder. 

31.  Moreover  that  wee  shall  and  will  wpone  all  occationes  (wherin  any  one 
of  the  Scotts  staple  should  hawe  any  thing  to  agitate  or  doe  before  the  admiralitie 
court  or  should  be  concerned  in  any  cause  or  pley  properlie  belonging  wnto  or 
dei>ending  wpone  the  said  court)  vse  all  possible  dilligence  and  means  to  the  end 
the  said  court  of  admiralitie  may  grant  the  same  guid  and  short  or  speedie  right 
and  expeditione  of  justice. 

32.  Fordermore  that  the  said  lord  conservator  or  his  deputes  shall  wpone 
all  occationes  and  in  all  caiccs  hawe  and  enjoy  all  such  exemptiones,  immunities, 
privi ledges,  and  prerogatives  as  according  to  law  or  custome  doe  belong  to  the 
office  of  the  conservatorship  in  als  full  and  ample  forme  and  manor  as  any  pre- 
c^eding  lord  conservator  had  and  enjoyed. 

33.  Fordermore,  wee  hawe  consented  and  agreed,  at  the  entreatie  of  those  of 
the  Scotts  staple  aforsaid,  that  the  lord  conservator,  without  let,  hinderanoe  or 
troulilc,  shall  and  may  exercise  jurisdictione  in  all  causes,  both  civill  and  criminally 
wpone  the  persones  and  guids  of  all  those  who  belong  unto  the  Scotts  staple,  yet 
notwithstanding  with  this  provisione  that  the  said  civill  causes  shall  and  most  be 
betnixt  tua  Scotts  who  depend  wpone  or  belong  wnto  the  said  Scotts  staple,  and 
that  the  cry  me  shall  and  must  be  also  perpetrated  or  comitted  as  abovementionated 
by  one  Scott  against  another  also  belonging  to  the  said  staple,  and  that  not  ws, 
nather  any  judge  in  this  citie,  shall  or  will  take  or  pretend  any  cognizance  or 
iiiformatione  of  the  said  cause  aither  civill  or  criminall  at  any  tyme  fidling  out  or 
happining  betuixt  tua  persones  of  the  Scotts  natione  as  above  said,  bot  that  the 
saids  causes  and  places  shall  and  must  be  pleaded  and  by  definitive  sentence  be 
determined  by  the  court  or  judicator  of  the  lord  conservator,  and  that  without  any 
contradictione  or  apaile,  and  in  caice  of  any  disobedience,  contumacie,  oppositione 
or  resistt^ce  against  the  same,  that  wee  shall  and  will  shew  and  demonstrat  the 
lord  conservator  or  his  deputie  all  dew  help  and  assistance  to  bring  the  ofiendera 
to  dew  obedience  or  condigne  punLschment. 
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34.  And    it  is  further  concluded  and  agreed  that  if  any  of   our  citizans,  Appendix  I. 


inhabitants  or  strangera,  being  no  Scott,  shall  hawe  any  civill  actione  against  any  Agreement 
one  of  the  said  staple  or  therwpone  depending,  that  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  him  ^^^  I><'*^» 
to  commence  or  prosequte  aither  befoi'e  ws  or  befoir  the  court  of  the  lord  con-  juiy  itj^y, 
servator,  nather  shall  it  be  lawfull  or  permitted  to  him  to  doe  the  same  elswher  Actions  be- 
at the  first  instance,  unles  the  instruments  or  obligationes  contain  prorogatione  tween  citizens 
or  jurisdictione,  or  that  the  plentif&  are  priveledged  or  exempt  persones;  and  that  member^f 
if  the  plentife  will  prosecute  or  follow  his  procea  or  suit  before  ws,  and  that  staple, 
then  als  weill  the  plentife  as  defendant  shall  and  most  vse  the  law  of  this  citie, 
but  in  caice  the  plentiffe  shall  joyse  the  court  of  the  lord  conservator  for  judge, 
and  shall  institute  or  commence  his  actione  ther  that  then  he  shall  and  most  also 
prosecute  the  same  before  the  said  court  and  submit  himselff  unto  the  sentence 
and  judgment  which  shall  be  ther  given  and  be  ther  with  contented  ;  but  other- 
wayes,  als  oft  as  ane  Scotts  man  shall  or  will  prosecute  his  causes  judicial  lie 
against  any  of  our  citizans,  inhabitants  or  subjects  or  any  strangers,  be  it  qulio  it 
will,  that  no  Scotts  man  or  retainer  to  the  said  staple  shall  be  bund  or  obleidged 
alwayes  to  doe  the  same  before  ws ;  and  both  pairties  shall  and  must  hold  for 
valid  and  accomplish  that  which  shall  be  pronunced  be  ws,  provydit  and  in  caice 
that  no  apaile  fix)m  the  definitive  sentence  be  interposed.     And  furdermore  that 
for  the  better  accomodatione  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  court  and  ther  members  and 
retainers,  and  for  the  more  expeditione  of  ther  causes  and  actiones  which  shall 
come  before  ws,  ther  shall  be  established  and  made  ane  extraordinarie  roll  of  all 
causes  and  processes  hanging  and  depending  between  any  one  of  the  said  staple 
and  others,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  first  and  before  other  causses  be  dis- 
patched and  finished,  to  which  end  wee  doe  promise  the  said  staple  that  nil  suits 
in  wryting  or  consisting  in  facts  shall  be  determined  within  fourtein  dayes  efler 
the  full  furnishing  of  the  wrytings  or  instruments. 

35.  And  if  it  should  happin  (which  God  forbid  and  out  of  expectation n)  insolvency  of 
that  any  one  of  the  Scotts  staple  came  to  faill  and  be  insolvent,  and  should  be  mombers  of 
indebtit  to  any  of  our  inhabitants,  that  then  and  in  that  caice  wee  and  the  lord  *   P  ®* 
conservator  of  each  syde  shall  sett  ane  curator  or  owersier  who  shall  and  most, 

joyntlie  or  togidder,  dispose  and  manage  the  estaite  of  the  pairtie  insolvent  ad 
opus  haberUia  or  to  the  vse  of  them  that  had  right  therwnto. 

36.  Wee  haue  also  grantit  to  those  of  the  Scotts  staple  that  all  acts,  ordin-  Writings  issu- 
ances, pronunced  sentences,  statuts,  and  decrees  mad  and  granted  in  the  lord  *"^  ^^  ®°?: 
conservators  court,  and  lykwayes  all  certificats  and  lettres  testimonial!  given,  court  to  be 
granted,  and  acknowledged  wnder  the  hand  of  the  lord  conservator  or  his  deputie  held  authentic, 
or  secretarie,  with  the  seall  of  the  office  therwnto  anexed  or  appending,  shall  and 

most  in  all  maters  be  held  and  esteemed  as  firme,  legall,  and  authentick  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  in  all  causes,  both  civill  and  criminall,  as  any  other  given 
and  granted  be  ws  or  any  judge  in  the  citie,  the  maters  properlie  belonging  to 
ther  knowledge  and  judicator. 
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Appeitdix  I.  37.  That  no  native  citizan  of  this  citie,  or  any  stranger  duelling  or  sojameing 

A^emcnt  in  this  citie  or  the  libertie  therof,  shall  or  may  directlie  deall  or  trafficque  to 
^  t^S^'^h  Scotland  in  any  guids  or  merchandize  which  alreadie  are  declaired  or  which  heir- 
July  iGt)9.  efter  shall  be  declaired  to  be  staple  goods,  wpone  the  penaJtie  that  the  aaids  gooda 
No  stranger  to  shall  be  confiscated  and  the  saids  persones  to  be  corrected  and  punished  according 
traifie  m  ^q  ^^  exigence  and  demerit  of  the  mater. 

g^  .         ,  '  38.  None  of  the  Scotts  natione  shall  or  may  be  made  a  free  bulges  or  citizan 

gesscs  of  bort.  of  this  citie  witliout  knowledge  of  the  lord  conservator  or  his  deputie. 
ArroKtmont  of         39.  Wee  also  grant  that  non  of  the  said  staple  shall  or  may  be  arrested  in 
person  or  goo(^  j^jg  persone  or  friiids  in  this  citie  or  the  jurisdiction  therof  for  debt  or  any  other 
staple  port.      civill  actione  and  mater  quhairwpon  no  sentence  is  passed  without  fore  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  lord  conservator  or  his  deputie,  wnles  that  he  be  fugitive  or 
much  suspected  to  be  fleing  away,  and  be  insolvent,  in  quhich  caioe,  efter  intima- 
tione  therof  made  to  the  loixl  conservator  or  his  deputie,  if  the  said  persone  can 
give  any  securitie  or  cautione  by  a  merchant  of  the  said  staple  or  a  citizane  or 
inhabitant  of  the  citie,  or  otherwayes  sufficientlie  secure,  that  then  he  shall  and 
may  be  arrested  and  detained  in  prisone  and  be  manteined  as  our  ovne  citizane 
wnles  he  content  his  creditor  or  creditors  ;  and  in  caioe  any  persone  obtaine  ane 
warrant  of  the  court  of  Holland  against  the  persone  of  any  ane  of  the  said  staple 
that  he  then  in  that  caice  shall  enjoy  such  justice  and  right  as  to  the  citizami  of 
the  citie  are  granted  in  that  behalf. 
Criminals'  40.  If  it  should  happine  (which  God  defend)  that  any  one  of  the  said  staple 

t^'^^onfiscjited  ^^  ^^^  adhearance  should  in  this  citie  or  priviledges  therof  oomitt  such  ane 
cryme  or  fault  for  the  which  he  most  and  oght  be  punished  capitally  or  by  loss  of 
his  lyfe,  that  therfore  his  goods  by  reasone  therof  (wnles  in  crimene  luo  majeaiatia) 
shall  not  be  forfaulted  or  held  as  confiscated,  hot  that  the  same  shall  be  left  free 
tu  his  heires,  nather  shall  nor  may  the  goods  of  his  principall  or  freinds  that  shall 
be  found  in  his  or  any  other  mans  hands  be  confiscated  for  any  absence  by  him 
comitted  althou  it  war  in  crimene  leso  majestatis,  be  it  whatsoever  it  should,  hot 
shall  be  left  free  to  his  principall  and  to  the  right  owners  therof;  and  lykwayes 
that  no  other  peraone  guiltles  and  innocent  may  or  shall  be  in  anywayes  atrested 
or  molested  in  persone  or  guids  for  the  offence  or  fault  or  guilt  of  ane  other,  nor 
further  then  that  each  on  his  offence  or  fait  deserveth,  and  requyreth,  wnleas  he 
be  giiiltie  in  the  same  fault  or  cryme  or  hes  bund  and  obleidged  his  persone  or 
guids  for  ane  other. 
Apprehension  41.  If  any  one  of  the  said  staple  should  be  apprehended  for  any  criminall 

mattere.'^*  maters,  not  ex  officio  nor  by  formall  accusation  of  our  officer  but  by  the  informa- 
tione  or  accusatione  of  another,  that  then  and  in  that  caioe  our  officer  shall  he 
bound  and  obleidged  at  the  instance  of  the  pairtie  apprehendit  immediatlie  to 
cause  the  persone  who  hawe  requyred  the  apprehensione  to  be  apprehendit  and 
keept  prisoner  wntill  that  cleir  proof  be  made  concemeing  the  cryme  or  delet 
wherwith  the  i>airtie  apprehendit  is  accused,  and  in  caice  of  fidlzie  therin  that 
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then  he  quho  wes  apprehendit  bj  his  accusatione  [shall  have  compensation]  for  AppEifDiz  I. 
his  susteined  injuries,  coasts,  damnages,  and  interests  according  to  the  demerite  Agreement 
of  the  cause  or  mater.  ^^fiS^T^i, 

42.  And  wee  doe  Ijkwayes  promise  and  obleidge  ws  that  wee  nather  shall  or  j^iy  i^^jg, 
will  give  any  protectione  or  letters  of  respyte  or  tyme  or  ceasio  bonorum  by  our  Letters  of  re- 
recoraendatoriall,  nor  procure  the  same  for  any  persone  who  is  indebtit  to  any  of  ^i*«  ^^  <^^**^ 
the  said  staple,  or  who  is  verie  indebtit  aither  to  any  of  our  citizans  or  inhabitants 

or  other  stranger,  quhatsomever  the  same  should  be,  bot  wee  shall  and  will  that 
the  same  (in  regaird  the  debts  originallie  belonging  to  any  of  the  staple)  shall 
cease  and  be  voyd  and  without  effect. 

43.  Wee  promise  that  in  caice  therefter  it  should  be  found  good  and  needfull  Provision  for 
that  any  other  points  should  be  inserted  and  annexed  wnto  these  articles  that  ^^^  condi- 
wee  (being  therewnto  requyred)  shall  and  will  condescend  so  fiir  therin  as  right 

and  reasone  shall  give  place. 

44.  And  wee  promise  yeirlie  and  euerie  yeir  wpone  ane  certan  day  in  some  Privileges  of 
convenient  place  to  assemble  all  the  officers  and   publict  persones  with  whom  "^^fr^i^J^ 
those  of  the  said  staple  shall  hawe  thing  to  doe,  namelie,  the  crane  masters,  yearly, 
weighous  masters,  the  joylours  or  keepers  of  our  prisones,  cammen,  shipmasters, 
sledmen,  and  the  lyk,  and  shall  and  will  before  them  and  wnto  them  cause  be 
publictlie  read  and  declaired  all  and  everie  priviledges  of  the  said  staple  for  as 

much  as  concemes  the  saids  officers  and  the  other  above  named  persones  ther 
service,  to  the  end  they  may  the  better  know  how  to  regulate  themselfe  therin 
and  cane  themselfs  accordinglie  for  the  more  readie  observance  of  that  quhich 
concemes  ther  serwice. 

45.  And  if  any  one  other  citizan  or  inhabitant  of  this  citie,  or  any  one  de-  Infringement 
pending  wpone  the  said  staple,  of  whatsomeuer  qualitie  or  conditione  the  same  ^  ^fi^®™®**  • 
should  be,  shall  be  found  to  haw  done  anything  against  this  agreement  or  any 

point  or  clause  therin  conteined,  that  therfore  the  said  agreement  shall  not  be 
holden  or  wnderstood  to  be  violated  or  brocken,  bot  that  the  contraveiners  or 
violaters  shall  be  punished  for  the  same  respectivelie  by  ws  and  the  said  lord  con- 
servator or  his  deputie  according  to  the  ordinances  and  statu ts. 

46.  Fordermore,  wee  grant  and  agree  wnto  those  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  Members  of 
court  that  any  one  of  ther  members  happining  to  die  or  deceas  without  his  last  intMtet^"* 
will  and  testament,  and  therefor  dieing  intestat,  that  then  and  in  that  caice  ther 

guids  and  estaite  shall  and  most  fall  under  the  administratione  of  the  court  of  the 
lord  conservator,  in  soe  much  that  nather  wee  nor  the  orphants  court  of  this  citie 
shall  or  will  hawe  anything  to  doe  with  the  said  goods  or  estaite  or  exercise  any 
auctoritie  therwpone,  and  by  consequence  that  nather  wee  nor  the  hospitall  or 
deacons  of  this  citie  shall  or  will  take  or  hawe  any  charge  or  care  of  aUmenta- 
tione  or  educatione  of  the  childering  which  shall  be  found  in  mortuarie  houssis 
or  estatis  which  should  not  [be]  able  or  sufficient  to  educat  and  bring  wp  the  same. 

47.  Lyke  as  wee  or  our  said  hospitall  or  pious  houssis  or  deacons  nather  ^^^^  "*<**  liable 

for  poor* 
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Appendix  I.      shall  nor  will  hawe  the  charge  of  the  alimentation  or  other  wayes  of  any  |)Oor 

AOTcement        decayed  persones  who  are  or  shall  be  impoverished  by  adversitie  or  ill  fortoun 

with  Dort,        fallin  unto  povei-tie  or  decay,  als  weill  in  respect  of  the  said  persones  themselfs 

J^y  1669.         ^  ^^  regard  of  ther  childring,  in  so  much  that  all  impoverished  or  decayed,  als 

Weill  old  and  young  persones,  in  whatsoever  conditione  the  same  should  £sil],  shaill 

and  most  be  and  remaine  at  the  coast  and  charges  of  the  said  staple  court. 

Staple  estab-  48.  And  it  is  furder  moi*e  concluded  and  agreeit  between  ws  and  the  said 

for  21  yew^*^   comissioners  of  the  said  Scotts  staple  who  are  nominated  in  the  beginning  of  those 

articles  that  the  recidence  of  the  said  staple  court  shall  and  muKt  provisions! Hie 

be  setled  and  established  within  this  citie  for  the  space  of  twenty  and  one  yeires 

nixt  enshewing  and  shall  and  must  be  also  ingadged  to  forewame  on  the  other  sex 

months  before  the  expiratione  of  the  said  tyme  whether  this  agreement  shall 

continew  longer  or  not. 

Endeavour  to  49.  And  finallie,  wee  promise  to  vse  all  endeavours  to  the  end  that  this  con- 

ratified*^"^^"*  eluded  agreement  may  be  confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  lords  states  of  Holland 

and  consequentlie  also  by  the  lord  states  generall  of  the  united  Natherlands. 
Privilejfes  to  50.  Also  wee  promise  generallie  to  grant  wnto  these  of  the  Scotts  natione 

^ots  nation  *^^  ®"^^  exemptiones,  immunities,  freedomes,  and  priviledges  as  they  hane  enjoyeil 
by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fyft,  Philip  the  Second,  King  of  Spaine,  Duka  of 
Burgundie,  Earle  of  Flanders,  and  the  same  or  als  much  as  those  of  the  Inglish 
natione  enjoy  in  this  citie  and  heirefter  shall  or  may  enjoy  tuching  and  conceme- 
ing  this  citie  or  the  jurisdictione  therof. 

Heir  followeth  the  contents  of  the  Commissione,  OonfimnatioQe^  and 
Approbation,  standing  mentioned  in  the  begining  heirof. 

Commission  by        Yniversis  hominibus  ex  Uteris  presentibus  notum  sit,  nos  Kegaliam  Scotoruni 
the  Burghs.      Burgorum   deputatos,  Edinbui-gi  in  conventu   generali  nono  die  Martij,  anno 
millesimo  sexcentesimo  sexagesimo  octavo  coactos  intento  apud  nos  reputantc^ 
emolumenta  ad  ordinem  nostram  totiusque  regni  comertia  ex  certo  et  stabili  em- 
porio  in  aliquo  Belgii  infcrioris  portu  constituto  redundatura,  quamque  necesse  sit 
et  expediat,  viros  quosdam  peritos  et  prudentes  huic  rei  idoneas  authoritate  ad 
earn  conficiendam  munitos  mitti  et  legari :  certissimos  de  candore,  peritia  aliisque 
delectorum  nostrorum  amicorum  et  civium,  Walteri  Cheislie  et  Alexandri   San- 
dilandis,  mercatorum  et  civium  Edinburgentium  et  Patricii  Threepland  mercatoris 
et  civis  Perthcnsis,  virtu tibus,  id  circo  plenam  facere  potestatem,  l^;Bre,  diserte 
iubere,   mandare   et  edicere   dictis   Waltero    Cheisli,  Alexandre   Sandilands    ct 
Patricio   Threepland,    aut   eorum  duorum    quibusvis   ut  pro  ipsis  et  ipaorum 
nomine,  agant,  peragant  ac  statuant  cum  legatis  cujusvis  maritimi  portus  in  in- 
feriore  Belgia,  quern  ipsi  maxime  idoneum  iudicaverint,  et  in  quo  conditiones  ob 
stabile  emporium  ibi  constituendi  vtilissimas  obtinere  possunt :  firmum  et  ratiim 
habentes  ct  habituros  quodcunque  statucrctur,  et  in  qua  a  dictis  legatis  uostris 
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aliisque  qui  dicta  burga  et  portus,  quorum  alicui  stabile  hoc  nostrum  emporium  Appendix  L 
anectetur,  representabunt ;  et  stringentesque  nosmet  dictum  contractum  a  bur-  Agreement 
gorum  conventu  Edinburgi  ad  diem  proxime  sequturam  a  dicto  ^t'^^^Ttk 

ratum  habiturum  [uel]  inque  proximo  geuerali  conventu  pro  vt   vtrivis   parti  July  1669. 
necessarium  videbitur ;  decernimusque  presentes  subligandos  a  magistro  Thoma 
Young,  clerico  nostro  generali,  sigillumque  cause  dicte  civitatis  Edinburgi  ua 
appendendum. 

Erat  subsignatum  Tho.  Young,  clericus,  inferius  habens  rubrum 
sigillum. 

[Be  it  known  to  all  men  by  these  present  letters,  we  the  commissioners  of  the  Translation  of 
Royal  Scottish  Burghs  being  met  together  in  the  general  convention,  held  at  ^Jn^jsaion  by 
Edinburgh  on  the  ninth  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty- eight,  taking  into  our  consideration  the  benefits  that  would  redound  to 
our  order,  and  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  kingdom,  from  the  establishment  of  a 
sure  and  fixed  staple  port  in  some  haven  of  the  Netherlands,  and  how  needful  and 
expedient  it  is  that  some  experienced  and  prudent  persons,  fit  for  such  a  scheme, 
and  commissioned  with  authority  to  bring  the  same  to  effect,  should  be  sent  and 
delegated;  and  being  well  acquainted  with  the  honesty,  skill,  and  other  qualifi- 
cations of  our  well-beloved  friends  and  conburgessea  Walter  Cheislie  and  Alexan- 
der Sandilands,  merchants  and  burgesses  of  Edinburgh,  and  Patrick  Threepland, 
merchant  and  burgess  of  Perth,  therefore  we  give  full  power,  commission,  expressly 
bid,  charge,  and  command  the  said  Walter  Cheislie,  Alexander  Sandilands,  and 
Patrick  Threepland,  or  any  two  of  them,  for  them  and  in  their  name,  to  act, 
treat,  and  determine,  with  the  deputes  of  any  seaport  in  the  Netherlands  which 
they  shaU  deem  the  most  suitable  and  in  which  they  can  find  conditions  best 
suited  for  establishing  therein  a  staple  poi*t :  Firm  and  stable  holding  and  for 
to  hold  whatever  shall  be  determined  and  agreed  on  by  our  said  deputes  and 
the  others  who  shall  represent  the  said  burghs  and  ports  to  any  of  which  this  our 
staple  port  shall  be  annexed ;  and  obliging  ourselves  that  the  said  agreement  shall 
be  ratified  by  the  convention  of  burghs  at  Edinburgh,  on         day  next 

following  the  same  or  in  the  following  general  convention  as  shall  seem  most 
necessary  to  both  parties.  And  we  appoint  these  presents  to  be  subscribed  by 
Master  Thomas  Young,  our  common  clerk,  and  that  the  seal  of  cause  of  the  said 
city  of  Edinburgh  be  appended  thereto. 

Under  the  signature  of  Thomas  Young,  clerk,  having  a  red  seal  beneath.] 

CHABfLES  R. — ^Whereas  our  royall  burrowes  of  our  kingdome  of  Scotland  Confirmation 
have  made  choyse  of  Walter  Cheislie  and  Alexander  Sandilands,  balyies  of  Edin-  ^y*^®  ^'*- 
burgh,  and  Patrick  Threepland,  provest  of  Pearth,  to  goe  to  the  Vnited  Provinces 
ther  to  treat  and  conclud  for  setling  the  staple  porte  by  our  oomissione  and  allow- 
ance, therfore  wee  doe  give  full  power  and  authoritie  to  the  said  three  oomissioneru 
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Appendix  I.     or  any  two  of  them,  with  advyce  and  consent  of  Sir  William  Dauidsone,  our  reci- 

Agreement       ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  afifaires  of  that  kingdome  and  conservator,  to  treat  and  oonclud  with 

with  D^ort,        any  of  the  sea  ports  or  toiins  of  the  Vnited  Provinces  which  they  shall  find  most 

July  1669.        ^^^  ^^^  comodious  for  the  Scotts  staple  porte,  and  to  give  ws  ane  aocompt  of  the 

samen,  for  all  quhich  this  shall  be  to  them  ane  sufficient  warrant.     Given  at  our 

court  of  Whitehall  the  one  and  twentie  day  of  Apryle  ane  thousand  sex  hun- 

dreth  and  sextie  and  eight  and  of  our  reigne  the  twentie  yeir. 

Lower  stood  :   By  his  Majesties  oomand.      And  wes  subscrjved:   LiAUDEr* 
DAiLL  ;  being  sealed  in  reid  wax. 

Approbation  Charles  K — Trustie  and  Weel  Beloved,  wee  greet  yow  weill.  We  hawe 
y  ®  °^'  receaved  ane  particular  accompt  of  the  articles  agreeit  wpone  by  yoa  with  the 
toun  of  Dort  concemeing  the  setling  of  the  Scotts  staple  in  that  toun,  as  alao  of 
these  articles  which  the  magistrats  of  Travar  are  willing  to  grant  for  oontinowinff 
the  staple,  and  haveing  considered  altogider  with  the  reasons  yow  gave  for  setlinff 
it  at  DortCi  and  being  willing  to  countenance  the  trade  of  our  ancient  kingdome 
of  Scotland  and  to  give  our  royall  assent  to  what  seems  most  advantagious  for 
the  same,  therfore  wee  doe  by  these  presents  authorize  yow  to  signe  those  articles 
with  the  toun  of  Dort  of  quhich  yow  sent  ane  copie  to  our  secretarie,  by  quhich 
yowe  are  to  remove  the  Scotts  staple  from  Tarver  to  Dortt  and  to  setle  it  ther 
and  so  wee  bid  yowe  fleiirweelL  Given  at  our  court  at  Bayshot  the  sevint  day 
of  September  one  thousand  sex  hundreth  and  sextie  eight  and  of  our  reigne  the 
twentie  yeir. 

Lower  stood :  By  his  Majestie's  comand :  Lauderdaill  ;  being  sealed  in  reid 
wax. 

Attestation.  This  done,  treated,  agreeit,  and  concludit,  and  lykwayes  heirof  made  twa  of 

on  tenor,  wpon  the  first  of  October  in  the  yeir  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  sex  hun- 
dreth and  sextie  eight,  and  is  subscryved  in  originall  out  of  which  this  transla- 
tioune  and  copies  are  maid  with  severall  hand  and  sealed  with  aeyerall  aeall  in 
read  hard  wax. 

JoHAN  Halluno.  C.  de  Witt. 

JoHAK  Beveren.  Johan  de  Witt. 

De.  Danmert.  Pompeius  Perck. 

L  VAN  Newrenbero.  Crispin  van  ut  Caerden. 

NiCOLEAS  ViEVIAN.  A.  MuYS  VAN  HOLY. 

Sic  Subscribitur, 
Faithfullie  translated  and  copied  out  of  the  Duch  originall  and  Inglish 
copies  be  me,  John  Cors,  by  the  auctoritie  of  our  Soveralgne  liord 
King  Charles  the  Second,  admitted  and  swome  notar  and  tabellion  pab- 
lict,  at  present  in  Kottardame,  the  twentie  third  of  September  1668. 
Jure  attester  et  Eege. 
James  Cros,  notar  publict,  23  September  1668, 
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NO.  II. 

Articles  of  Agreement  for  settling  the  Staple  Port  at  Campheer, 
ratified  by  the  Convention,  9th  July  1675,  and  12th  October  1676. 

To  ALL  PEOPLE  of  what  estate  or  condition  they  are  who  shall  hears  and  see  Narrative, 
these  presents.  Be  it  kend  that  whereas  the  nation  of  Scotland  by  mony  autient 
contracts  and  agreements  made  with  the  toim  of  Campheer  did  for  many  yeirs 
enjoy  the  prviledges,  liberties,  and  immunities  in  their  trade  and  establishment 
of  their  staple  court  within  the  said  toun  untill  the  late  interruption  by  the 
removeall  of  the  said  staple  court  to  the  toun  of  Dordrecht,  and  now  wpon  a 
humble  adress  made  to  the  most  seren  and  pouerfull  prince  the  King  of  Great 
Britan  by  the  royall  burrows  of  his  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  it  hath  pleased  His 
Majestic  to  command  hither  Henrie  Wilkie,  conservator  of  the  Scotts  nation  and 
resident  for  all  affairs  relateing  to  that  kingdom,  with  pouer  to  him  to  treat 
within  any  toun  or  place  in  these  united  provinces  upon  articles  for  the  good 
and  aduantage  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  his  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
and  for  the  resetlement  of  the  Scotts  staple  court,  and  the  said  conservator  finding 
by  experience  that  the  toun  of  Campheer  hath  been  long  frequented  by  the 
Scotts  nation  wpon  the  consideration  of  the  goodnes  of  the  porte,  in  perseuance  of 
his  comission  both  from  the  Kings  Majestic  and  the  royall  burrows  of  Scotland, 
hath  entered  into  treatie  with  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  in  order  to  the  resetle- 
ment  of  the  Scotts  staple  court  here. 

A  true  coppie  of  the  saids  comissions  doeth  herefbir  follow  : — 

Carolus,  Dei  gratia  Scotie,  Anglie,  Francie  et  Hibemie  Rex,  fideique  defen-  Comraission  by 
sor,  etc.,  omnibus  probis  hominibus  suis  ad   quos  presentes  litere  pervenerint,  pointing  Henry 
salutem.     Sciatis  quandoquidem  nobis  innotescit  locum  et  officium  Conservatoris  wilkie,  Conser- 
priviledgiorum  subditis  hujus  antiqui  regnj    ScotiaB    in  Belgio  coucessorum,  ac 
etiam  officium  nostrj  residentis  et  solicitoris  antedictum  regnum  tangentium  intra 
li mites  predictos,  nuper  possessum  et  gavisum  per  dominum  Gulielmum  Davidson  et 
Petrum  Davidsone  ejus  filium,  nunc  vaccare  et  ad  nostrum  dispositionem  existere 
per  dimissionem  predicti  dominij  Gnlielmj  Davidsone  et  Petri  Davidsone,  de  data 
apud  aulam  nostram  de  Whitehall  vigesimo  secundo  die  mensis  Maij  instantis ; 
cumque  nobis  abunde  satisfeictum  sit  de  mentis  animi  dotibus  et  fidelitate  delecti 
nostrj  Henrici  Wilkie  de  Boningtoun ;  igitur  fecimus,  constituimus  et  ordinavi- 
mus,  tenoreque  presentium  facimus,  constituimus  et  ordinamus  prefatum  Henri - 
cum  Wilkie  conservatorem  dictorum  privilegiorum  antedictj  regnj  nostrj  Scotie 
in   Belgis  concessorum,  pro  toto  tempore  vite  sue,  cum  omnibus  dignitatibus, 
privilegijs,  feodis,  commodis  et  emolumentis  eo  spectantibus  et  pertinentibus  :  cum 
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Ai'i'FNoix  II.  protcstabi  (;i  rleputatos  iinum  sive  plures  in  dictis  officijs  (pro  quibas  respondere 
Avrtii-mtiwi  teiiebitiirj,  facicndj  et  constituendj  ;  ac  clericos,  serjandos,  accessores  ac  omnes 
ph«M  r  nl'iinoil  **^^''*^  cune  officiarios  necessarios  locandj  et  cxauctorandj  admittendj  et  pro  arbitrio 
i2tii  October  huo  eliminondj.  Quiii  etiam  fecimus  et  constituimus,  tenoreque  presentium  fojci- 
^^^'^'  iiiuH  ct  conKtitiiimuH  memoratum  Henricum  Wilkie  nostrum  residentem  pro  omni- 

1)1  IS  iK'^otijs  predict i  regnj  nostrj  intra  uni versos  limites  septemdecem  provinciarum 
j$4>l;ri j,  quoad  vixerit ;  cum  onmibu.s  dignitatibus,  privilegijs,  libertatibus,  immun- 
itatilniH,  feodis  et  casualitatibus  eo  spectantibus,  non  minore  juris,  libcrtate  et 
aiii])1itiidine  quani  quicunque  alius  residens  seu  conservator  unquani  potitas  est : 
(/uiquideni  licebit  o)>ire  et  exercere  antedicta  officia  per  semetipsum  vel  ejus  depa- 
tat^)H,  perquc  ejus  servos  et  coUectores,  ac  petere,  exigcre,  recipere  et  levare 
omnes  et  singiiU>s  proventus,  emolumenta  ct  casualitates,  ad  dicta  officia  conserva- 
boiis  et  residentis  jiei-tinentia  et  spectantia,  vel  quse  ad  eadam  vel  eorum  alteru- 
trum  qiiovismodo  pertinere  potenmt ;  cum  potestate  prefato  Henrico  Wilkie  per- 
Honas  delinquentium  capiendi  et  apprehendendj,  et  eorum  bona  distrinicendi  et 
vendcndi.  Mandamus  porro  omnibus  subditis  dicti  nostri  [regni],  presertim 
mercatoribus,  institoribus,  navarchis,  et  cunctis  alijs  quorum  interest  vel  interesse 
potiu'it,  et  iiiomoratum  Henncum  Wilkie  ejusque  deputatos,  omni  honore  res- 
jx'C'tu  et  debita  reverentia  et  obedientia  in  executione  dictorum  officiorum 
nfliciant,  colant  et  proscquantur ;  utque  gratanter  et  parate  solvant  ei  ejusque 
d(>|)ntatiH,  collcctoribus  nlijsvo  oiliciarijs  ejus  nomine,  omnia  feoda,  proventus  et 
t>ino1umeiita  ad  dicta  officia  corumve  alterutrum  pertinentia,  vel  que  ad  eadem 
(juovisinodo  pertinere  poterint,  durante  spacio  antedicto,  sub  omni  extrema  pena, 
prout  illi  nobis  in  contrarium  [respondebunt].  Presentibus  magnum  sig^lum 
nostrum  a|)pen(li  mandavimus,  anno  dominj  millesimo  sexcentesimo  septuagiesimo 
])riiiio  et  anno  Rt'gnj  nostrj  vigesimo  tertio. 

Per  signaturam  manu  Suprcmi  Domini  nostri  Regis  suprascriptam. 

Tnuisiation  of         fCiiARLES,  by  tlio  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France  and 
('oTuinisjiion  by  ||.j.].|hjI  mij  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  all  his  good  men  to  whom  the  preoent 
nntntYnuMUm y  It'ttei-s  shall  come,  greeting.    Know  ye,  whereas  it  is  made  known  to  us  that  the 
\viikio,  cMniKcr-  p^.^co  and  otlico  of  conservator  of  the  privileges  granted  to  our  subjects  of  tlii« 
our  ancient  kiiifijdom  of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlands,  and  also  the  office  of  our 
residtmt  and  solicitor  in  matU^rs  concerning  our  said  kingdom  within  the  foresaid 
Inninds,  lately  ])ossesstHl   and    enjoyed   by    Sir   William    Davidson  and   Peter 
])avidson  his  son,  is  now  vacant,  and  at  our  disposal,  through  the  demission  of 
the  foresaid  Sir  William  Davidson  and  Peter  Davidson,  of  date  at  our  Court  of 
Whitehall  the  twenty-second  day  of  this  instant  month  of  ^lay ;  and  whereas 
we    an^    abundantly   siitistied   of   the   merits  cai>acity  and    fidthfulneas   of    our 
wellH'loved  ilenry  Wilkie  of  l^oningtoun  ;  thereforo  we  have  made  constituted 
and  onlainiHl,  and  by  the  tenor  hereof  make,  constitute  and  ordain  the  foreoaid 
Henry  Wilkie  conservator  of  the  .^^aid  privileges  granted  to  oar  aforesaid  king- 
dom of  Swtland  in  the  Netherlands  for  the  whole  space  of  his  life  time^  with 
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all  the  dignities,  privileges,  fees,  advantages  and  eniuluments  belonging  and  per-  Appendix  II. 
taining  thereto  ;  with  power  also  to  make  and  constitute  deputes  one  or  more  Agreement 
in  the  said  offices,  for  whom  he  shall  be  bound  to  answer  ;  and  to  place '  and  pheer^ratlfi  d 
displace,  admit  and  dismiss  at  his  pleasure,  clerks,  Serjeants,  assessors,  and  12th  October 
all  other  officers  of  court  needful  ;  and  also  we  have  made  and  constituted,  and  ^^'^• 
by  the  tenor  hereof  make  and  constitute  the  foresaid  Henry  Wilkie  our  resident 
for  all  business  of  our  foresaid  kingdom  within  the  whole  bounds  of  the  seventeen 
provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  for  his  life  time,  with  all  dignities,  privileges, 
freedoms,  immunities  fees  and  casualities  belonging  thereto,  with  as  much  free- 
dom and  amplitude  of  right  as  any  other  resident  or  conservator  at  any  time 
possessed  :  To  whom  it  shall  be  lawful  to  fulfil  and  exercise  the  foresaid  offices 
by  himself  or  his  deputes,  and  by  his  servants  and  coUectoi-s,  and  to  crave,  exact, 
receive  and  uplift  all  and  sundry  provents,  emoluments  and  casualities,  pertain- 
ing and  belonging  to  the  said  offices  of  conservator  and  resident,  or  which  may 
belong  to  them  or  either  of  them  in  any  manner  of  way  :  With  power  to  the 
foresaid  Henry  Wilkie  to  take  and  apprehend  the  peraons  of  delinquents  and  to 
distrain  and  sell  their  goods.  Further  we  charge  all  the  subjects  of  our  said  king- 
dom, and  in  special  merchants,  factors,  shipmastei*s  and  all  others  whom  it  con- 
cerns or  may  concern,  both  to  treat,  regard  and  attend  the  foresaid  Henry 
Wilkie  and  his  deputes  with  all  honor,  respect,  and  dutiful  reverence  and 
obedience  in  the  execution  of  the  foresaid  offices  and  thankfully  and  readily  pay 
to  him  and  his  deputes,  collectors  and  other  officers  in  his  name,  all  the  fees 
provents  and  emoluments  pertaining  to  the  said  offices  or  either  of  them,  or  that 
may  pertain  to  them  in  any  manner  of  way,  during  the  foresaid  space,  under  all  the 
utmost  penalty,  as  they  shall  answer  to  us  in  the  contrary.  We  have  com- 
manded our  great  Seal  to  be  appended  to  these  presents,  the  year  of  God  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  years,  and  of  our  reign  the  twenty-third 
year. 

By  signature  superscribed  with  the  hand  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King.] 

Edinburgh  the  9th  November  1674.     Confirmed  the  12th  January  1675. 
The  which   day,   the  present  convention  of  burrows  considdeiing  the  pre-  JJf ™J^*^^°  ^^ 
judice  that  ariseth  from  the  setlement  of  their  staple  port  at  Dordrecht,  judgeth  HenryWilkie 
it  convenient  to  endeavour  a  removeall  fix)m  thence,  and  for  that  effect  have  to  treat  for 
appoynted  a  letter  to  be  written  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdaile  to  move  the  staple  port, 
the  Kings  Majestie  to  concern  himselfif  in  the  same  ;  and  whereas  Henrie  Wilkie 
of  Boningtoun  by  his  Majesties  royall  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  this  king- 
dom is  fully  authorized  in  the  office  of  conservator  of  the  priviledges  granted  to 
his  Majesties  subjects  in  the  seventeen  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  wee  doe 
therefor  recommend  unto  our  said  conservator  to  ti-eate  for  ws  with  any  toun  or 
place  within  the  United  Provinces  which  shall  be  by  him  thought  most  fitt  and 
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Appendix  II.   advantageous  for  the  Scotts  staple  court,  and  with  tlie  approbation  of  the  Kini;  * 
Agreomont       Majestie  to  conclud  vpon  all  such  good  articles  as  shall  be  condisoended  unto  for 
phoer  ratiaod  ^^^  benefeitt  of  the  staple  court  and  weellfare  of  the  commerce  and  trade  of  thU 
i2th  October    kingdomo,  and  what  shall  be  by  him  concluded  and  agreed  unto  shall  be  approven 
by  the  royall  burrows  and  by  them  halden  valide  and  effectualL     Extract! t  furth 
of  the  registrar  of  burrows  be  me  Maister  James  Rocheid,  comon  clerk  of  Edin- 
burgh and  general  clerk  to  the  saids  burrows,  witnessing  hereto  my  signe  and 
subscription  manuall.     Sic  su^scribitur  :  Ja.  Kogheid. 

Commission  bv        And  in  lykemaner  the  magistratts  and  toun  councill  of  Campheer  for  carie- 
magistrates  of  -j^g  ^j^  ^  work  of  80  much  profeitt  and  advantadge  to  this  place  have  deput«<l 
settlement  of    upon  their  pairt  the  Heeren  Johan  de  Maureguaull,  bailliu,  Mr  Jacob  Oodilin 
staple  port      qj^^  Lenoard  Thyssen,  rueling  burgemasters,  Peter  Naehout^  Stephan   Snde,  Mr 
Hendrick  Serooskerke,  penteonaris  and  raet  deser  stadt,  as  comissioners  in  their 
names,  with  full  pouer  to  conferr  and  treat  with  the  said  conservator  and  to  con- 
clud ypon  such  articles  as  shall  be  agreed  unto  for  establishing  of  the  ScottM 
staple  court  within   this  toun.     A  true  coppie  of  their  coppie  doeth   berefter 
follow,  viz. : — 

Kennelyck  sij  alien  ende  eenijgelyik  die  hetcien  guen  mach  dat  wij,  bailliu, 

burgemeesters,  schepenen  en  raden  dar  stadt  vere  gehebben  gecommitteert  ende  ge- 

deputeert,  gelyck  wij  comitteren  ende  deputeren,  midts  desen  dese  nav^;ende  heeren 

tewcten,  die  Heeren  Johan  de  Maureguaull,  balliu,  en  Meester  Jacob  Oodin  en 

Leonard  Thyssen,  regerende  burgemasters,  Arnold  Cunigham  oat  burgemeestcr, 

Peter  Naehout,  schepen  en  raedt,  en  Meester  Henrick  Seeroos  Kerk,  pentionaris 

en  raedt  descr  stede,  specialyck  omne  van  onsen  t'  wege  en  vt  onsen  name,  te 

handelen,  tracteren,  enslayten  wegcns  de  Schotse  natie  ten  dien  eijnde  alhier  aen 

gecomen ;  ende  salex  en  allesaeken  de  vogr  schreve  natie  en  jugese  tenen  der  voor- 

seyde  stadt  na  haer  utterste  vermogen  te  betrachten,  soo  als  sij  luijden  in  alle 

redlijckheijt  ende  rechtmatigheyt  bevenden  sullen  te  behooren ;  in  kennisse  der 

wacrheijt  ende  rechtmatjgheijt  bevinden  sullen  te  behooren  hebben,  dese  diMir 

onsen  secretaris  doenteijckenen  ende  met  de  se  stadis  segel  bekrachtight  binuen 

vere  op  den  15  Februarij  1675. 

Anderstent  en  was  geteijckent.     Sic  subscribitur  :  A.  de  Vos. 
Purport  of  [Be  it  known  to  all  and  sundry  to  whose  knowledge  these  may  come,  that  we. 

Commission,  ^jj^  bailios,  burgomasters,  magistrates  and  councillors  of  the  town  have  oommitt-ed 
and  deputed,  like  as  wo  commit  and  depute,  with  special  powers,  by  these  pre- 
sents, these  undernamed  gentlemen,  to  wit,  Messrs  John  de  Maureguaull, 
})ailic  ;  Jacob  Godin  and  Leonard  Thyssen,  burgomasters,  now  in  office  ;  Arnold 
Cunigham,  ex -burgomaster  ;  Peter  Naehout,  magistrate  and  councillor  ;  Heniy 
S(iero().s  Kerk,  pentioner  and  councillor,  of  this  town,  to  transact  and  treat  about 
all  in;ittoi*s  under  negotiation  and  relating  to  us,  and  to  carry  through  to  a 
settle  men  t  here  all  transactions  with  the  Scotch  nation,  and  generally  the  fora- 
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said  nation  and  the  authorities  of  the  foresaid  town  are,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  Appkxdix  I 
to  endeavour  to  act  towards  each  other  with  all  becoming  honesty  and  upright-  Agreement 
ness.     And  for  due  testimony  of  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  the  foregoing  these  pheer  rati  fie 
presents  have  been  confirmed  by  the  signature  of  the  secretary  and  the  seal  of  12th  Octobei 
this  town  on  the  15th  of  February  1675.  ^^7^- 

One  copy  siibscrihed.  Sic  subscribitur  :  A.  de  Vos. 

And  both  the  saids  pairties  haveing  by  Tertue  of  their  severall  commissions  Articles  agre 
divers  tyms  mett  they  have  at  lenth  mutuallie  resolved  and  agreed  in  the  forme 
and  maner  conteined  in  the  following  articles  :  viz.  : — 

1.  Imprimis.    That  for  the  keeping  and  preserveing  of  the  strick  allyance  and  Preservation 
freendship  which  (by  Gods  providence)  is  made  betueen  his  most  sacred  Majestic  ^roat  Britai 
of  Great  Britan,  etc.  and  the  Lords  the  States  Generall  of  the  United  Nether-  and  the  Net) 
lands,  and  for  the   long  enjoyment  of  the  fruitts  of  so  happie  ane  peace,  the  ®^^**^*^^- 
niagistratts  of  this  city  in  all  things  according  to  their  pouer  upon  all  occassions 

shall  seriouslie  give  a  just  and  reall  demonstration  of  their  true  affection  to  his 
Majesties  royall  persone,  authoritie,  and  government,  and  of  their  constant 
inclinations  to  the  weellfaire  and  tranquilitie  of  his  Majesties  kingdoms  and 
dominions,  and  in  particular  of  his  Majesties  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  in  the 
manifestation  thereof  the  saids  magistrats  shall  to  their  pouer  obstruct  and 
hinder  the  buying  or  selling  of  all  maner  of  amunition  of  warre,  weapons, 
offensive  and  defensive,  unto  or  by  any  fugitives,  rebells,  enimies  or  others  dis- 
affected to  his  Majesties  royall  persone  and  government,  as  also  so  £ir  as  in  them 
is  to  hinder  the  printing  and  publishing  of  all  seditious  books  and  pamphletts 
within  thair  jurisdiction  and  also  the  transporting  of  them  to  any  of  his  Majesties 
dominions,  and  if  at  any  tyme  herefter  the  same  shall  be  discovered  by  the  con- 
servator or  his  deputes  and  information  given  to  the  said  citie  magistratts  thairof, 
they  shall  caus  speedie  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  persons  so  offending 
being  found  within  their  jurisdiction,  according  to  their  demerits. 

2.  Secondly.     That  there  may  be  one  firme  correspondence  and  agreement  Establishme: 
betuixt  the  royall  burrows  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  and  the  magistratts  and  camp^eer  h 
toun  of  Campheer,  with  the  approbation  of  the  lords  commissioners  from  his  21  years, 
royall  highnes  the  Prince  of  Orange,  for  the  establishment  of  the  Scotts  staple 

court  in  the  said  toun  of  Canipheer,  for  the  space  of  tuentie  ane  yeirs,  and  so 
much  more  tyme  as  shall  be  thereafter  agreed  upon  by  the  royall  burrows  and 
this  toun,  there  to  enjoy  the  priviledges  and  immunities  mentioned  in  the  en- 
sueing  articles,  with  all  other  priviledges  formerly  granted  by  this  toun  by  autient 
contracts,  especially  that  of  the  yeir  1612,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  innovat  by 
this  agreement  or  that  may  be  agreed  upon  hereftir  for  the  furder  encuradgement 
of  the  said  intercourse  of  trade,  and  that  the  magistratts  of  the  said  toun  of 
Campheer  shall  give  publict  assurance  that  during  the  whole  tyme  of  this  agree- 
ment the  said  conservator  and  all  other  persons  haveing  dependence  upon  the 
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Affesdix  II.  g,^JJ  staple  court  may  have  ane  free  and  saifF conduct  and  protection  witliin  tliJs 
A^ement  toun  and  that  thiiy  with  their  famillies  and  goods  may  peaceably  duetl  ami 
pheer,  ratified  icg"*'"'^  there  and  in  the  jurisdiction  therot 

l2th  October  3.  Thirdly.     In  regaird  all  the  staple  comodities  that  Cometh  fra  the  kiag- 

fit  i  nA  ^*"''  °^  Scotland  are  of  the  natural!  production  of  that  cuntrie,  most  of  them  un- 
to bo  free  o(  In  an  u  factored,  by  which  means  the  toun  of  Campheer  and  other  toons  of  the  pn>- 
cuatom.  Tences  have  the  convenienoie  iind  advantadge  of  rediioeing  the  saida  comodities 

into  severall  manufactories  fitt  for  use,  qulierby  they  rype  ane  greater  benefeett  then 
the  people  of  the  Scotts  nation,  therefor  it  is  by  this  article  agreed  that  h11  the 
saida  staple  commodities  may  be  freely  imported  to  this  toun  without  paying  any 
toll  or  custom  as  is  here  called  incoming  convoy,  licent  money  and  Tijeil-gilt 
money,  and  last  gilt,  upon  any  of  the  Scotts  abipps  or  other  vesselltB  qiihalBoni- 
evir  to  them  belonging,  and  from  all  such  Impositions  for  the  future  ;  and  th&t  a|) 
resideuters  belonging  or  anyway  depending  upon  the  staple  court  may  be  free  to 
enjoy  all  the  priviledges  and  freedoms  that  the  burgers  theniselfa  doeeojoy  within 
the  toun  and  jurisdiction  thairof ;  and  by  this  article  it  is  agried  that  all  goodii 
which  wer  staple  comodities  in  Sir  Fatiick  Drummonda  tyme  are  hereby  declaired 
to  be  staple  commodities  and  no  others. 
Jurudiotion  ot  4.  Fourthly.  That  the  cooscrvator  without  lett,  hinderanoe,  and  moleatation 
eataemtiuT.  j^g^j  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  c;vusea  civill  and  criminall  over  the  peraonea  and 
goods  of  all  those  who  belong  to  the  Scotts  staple,  as  also  over  all  others  of  the 
Scotts  nation  alredy  duelling  or  which  shall  heraf^r  duet),  remained  or  IocIim 
within  the  toun  of  Campheer  or  freedom  theirof,  so  that  no  magistnttt  or  judire 
of  thiij  toun  shall  have  pouer  to  determine  in  or  upon  any  question  or  difference^ 
civill  or  criminall  at  any  tyme  happening  betucen  tuo  of  the  Sootts  nation,  but 
the  same  cause  shall  be  only  pleaded,  adjudged,  and  by  definitive  seateatce  de- 
termined by  the  court  of  the  conservator,  and  that  no  factor  be  member  of  the 
court,  and  that  without  contradiction  or  appeall ;  and  incase  of  inoivilitie,  con- 
tention, opposition  or  resistance,  the  city  mugistratts  shall  afifoord  the  conservator 
or  his  deputie  all  help  and  assistance  to  bring  the  offenders  to  nsewall  and  de- 
WntmgB  iuu-  served  punishment  And  that  all  acts,  ordinauces,  sentences  and  decreite,  made  and 
BB^™or'hia  gi^en  in  the  conservators  court,  as  also  all  certificate  and  lettrex  testimonial!  given, 
h°iir  ^^  •  acknowledged  and  gi-anted,  under  the  hand  of  the  conservator  or  bis  deputie  and 
secretary,  with  the  office  seal  thereto  affixed  or  appended,  shall  be  held  and 
eBteeraed  in  all  ceaes,  either  civill  or  criminal,  als  oblidgeing,  legall,  and  authen- 
tick  to  all  intents  and  pur|>oBeB  as  any  other  given  and  granted  by  the  magistratta 
or  judges  of  this  toun  incases  belonging  to  their  jurisdiction  ;  and  the  conservator 
shall  within  sex  weeks  after  the  signeing  of  this  contract  give  to  the  magistratts  a 
list  of  all  Biicli  persones  aa  are  under  the  staple  court  as  also  of  those  that  shall 
happen  from  tyme  to  tyme  hereaftir  Ut  live  imder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  staple 
court. 

5.  Fyftly.    If  any  question  or  action  civill  shall  fell  out  between  any  of  the 
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Scotts  nation  and  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  toun,  either  native  or  stranger,   Appendix  II 
the  plentive  or  first  complener,  he  being  a  Scotts  man,  shall  be  oblidged  first  of  Aweement 
all  to  apply  himself  to  the  conservator  or  his  deputie,  and  being  a  Dutchman  to  pheer,  ratifies 
the  magistratts,  that  there  may  be  arbitrators  nominat  over  the  bussines  in  12th  October 
question,  and  the  said  conservator  togither  with  the  magistratts  shall  upon  either 
syde  yeirlie  name  three  arbitrators,  the  present  to  include  the  absent,  that  may 
freely  cognosce,  arbitratt,  and  determine  upon  the  saids  differences,  and  the  Actions  be- 
sentences  and  decreits  so  past  in  iudcement  bv  them  upon  the  willing  submission  tween  Scotch 

moil  And  uibfl 

of  the  pairties  shall  be  holden  als  valide  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  bitants  of  Can 
same  wer  past  in  judgement  befor  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  or  conservators  pheer. 
court,  and  that  all  such  decreitts  and  sentences  arbitrall  so  given  shall  with  all 
expedition  be  putt  in  execution  according  to  the  priviledges  of  this  toun  and 
lawes  of  the  cuntrie ;  and  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the  saids  arbitrators  be 
equall  in  their  voices,  in  that  case  the  saids  arbitrators  shall  choise  ane  vmpire 
that  may  pronunce  the  arbitrall  sentence ;  and  if  the  saids  pairties  will  not 
willingly  submitt  to  the  said  arbitrall  sentence  then  the  same  is  to  be  brought 
before  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  to  be  determined  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
consei*vator  or  his  deputie,  and  that  within  fourtie  dayes  eftir  that  full  probation 
is  made  of  the  caus  by  both  pairties ;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  of  the 
Scotts  nation  shall  have  to  doe  befor  the  lords  the  states  or  councill  of  Zealand, 
the  lords  of  the  admirality  or  toun  councill  of  Midelburgh,  whither  it  be  for 
staying  of  their  shipps,  confiscating  of  their  merchandice,  or  any  other  caus 
quhatsomevir,  in  that  case  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  of  Campheer  shall  be 
oblidged  to  caus  assist  them  by  thair  pentionarij  or  some  other  of  their  councill, 
to  the  end  that  those  of  the  Scotts  nation  may  be  weill  used  and  als  much 
favoured  as  any  of  their  own  burgesses. 

6.  Sixtly.  To  the  end  that  the  people  of  the  Scotts  nation  be  not  frustrat  of  Church  and 
the  word  of  God  and  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion  in  their  own  propper  cl^^^rcl^ya^* 
languadge,  the  magistratts  of  the  toun  shall  hereby  be  oblidged  to  provyde  for 
them  a  convenient  church,  decently  furnished  with  all  necessaries  requisite,  to 
the  due  order  and  right  administration  of  God's  service  and  exercise  thairof, 
according  to  the  doctrine,  service,  and  discipline  acknowledged,  practised,  and  by 
law  established  within  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  also  a  fitting  churchyaird 
wherin  the  dead  of  that  nation  and  none  other  (without  the  consent  first 
obtained  from  the  conservator  or  his  substitute)  may  be  buried,  togither  with 
such  place  in  the  church  as  shall  be  by  the  conservator  and  his  deputies  thought 
fitt,  the  said  church  and  churchyaird  to  be  keeped  in  duo  reparation  at  the 
charges  of  the  toun  and  to  be  exempted  from  any  grund  right  which  may  be 
pretended  to  be  payed  for  burieing  within  or  without  the  church,  and  to  have 
the  libertie  to  burie  our  dead  at  any  tyme  of  the  day  or  night  at  our  pleasure 
without  giveing  any  fyne  for  the  same  ;  and  also  to  have  a  minister,  preoenter, 
and  clerk  for  the  service  of  the  said  staple  church  according  to  their  respective 
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AmMiiii  II.  callinpt ;  and  the  saiH  miniBter  tictng  dewly  admitted  tlie  toun  shall  provyde 
A^Toement  that  the  minister  shall  receavo  liis  yeirlie  maatinance  in  the  aame  roaner  aa  it  is 
^Bor,  ratified  ''"*''  P»y^-  And  if  it  shall  ao  happen  that  the  above  specified  congre^tioa 
I2tb  October    shall  so  encresoe  that  it  ahall  be  fund  necessary,  to  have  a  second  minister  for 

assistance  whose  interteanment  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  the  Scotts  nation. 
Pilola,  DuriiB  7,  SeTintly.    For   the   better  preventing  and    eviteing    of  all   perrills    and 

m  tin  ohaniMl.  Jgnggjg  tJ,a,t  may  be  in  the  incoming  to  this  porte,  the  magiatrstta  are  hervb; 
ohlidged  to  entertaine  continually  the  marks,  meiths,  tuns  and  bowes  at  the 
entrie  and  within  the  channell  leading  to  thiH  toun  in  all  places  where  it  shall  be 
fund  requisite,  and  also  that  knowing  and  experienced  pilots  or  pinks  be 
•ppoynted  to  bring  in  and  out  the  shipps  belonging  to  the  Scotts  staple,  at  the 
chat^es  of  the  employer,  in  atormie,  miatie  and  dark  wether  j  and  aU  often  as 
the  saids  pilots  shall  be  employed  and  made  use  of,  but  no  otherwayes  in  any 
sorte,  their  sallarie  be  regulated  vpon  all  ordinar  occasions  by  the  magistratts 
tc^ther  with  the  conservator  or  his  deputie  ;  and  if  throw  tempest  or  atorme  of 
wether  any  shipps  of  the  Scotts  nation  be  in  danger,  and  for  their  saifil^ie  the 
skipper  be  compelled  or  necessitate  to  promise  to  the  pilots  any  exorbitant 
pilotage  by  them  requyred  for  inbringiiig  of  the  saids  nhipps,  in  that  case  the 
skippers  at  thair  saiff  arriveall  shall  not  he  oblidged  to  pay  all  that  tbej 
promised  to  them  but  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  shall  be  holden  to  modilie 
according  to  equitie  and  right  reasone. 
BiTen,  boata,  &■  Eightly.    To  the  intent  the  shipps  of  the  Scotts  nation  coming  to  the 

traKKODs,  la-  parte  of  this  toun  may  be  weel  accomodate  with  a  large  and  spatioos  haven  and 
key  for  the  safe  lying  and  unlivering  of  the  saids  ships  and  goods,  the 
magistratts  of  this  toun  are  hereby  holden  to  appoynt  the  whole  shoire  where- 
with the  Scotta  shipps  have  been  served  in  tyme  bygane  from  the  bridge  to  the 
hous  called  the  Oliphant,  and  that  the  same  be  keeped  free  only  for  the  use  of  the 
Scotts  nation,  provyded  with  key  crans,  good  help  and  assistance  with  boatt«, 
deokboatts,  ligbtets,  eapecialHe  in  tyme  of  frost  when  shipps  cannot  come  to  the 
haven,  that  there  be  appoynted  a  good  number  of  aledda,  waggons,  and  labourers 
for  the  tymely  loading  and  unloading  of  their  shipps  and  goods,  which  labourers 
byre  shall  be  regulate  by  the  conservator  and  magistratts  of  this  toun ;  and  if  it 
shall  so  happen  that  the  haven  so  appoynted  by  the  magiatratta  be  not  sufficient 
to  conteine  all  the  number  of  the  Scotts  shipps  that  shall  happen  to  come,  in 
that  case  the  magistratts  shall  cans  accomodate  them  with  so  much  more  place  as 
shall  be  neidfull  by  causing  their  haven  master  remove  all  other  shipps  from  the 
shuiiv,  to  the  end  there  may  be  no  contraversie  fall  out  betuLxt  the  mariners  of 
the  Scotts  nation  and  those  of  other  nations,  and  the  magistratts  shall  take  such 
oitlor  in  this  point  that  these  of  the  Scotta  nation  may  have  no  cans  to  com- 
plenoe  ;  and  the  shoir  masters  shall  by  the  magistratts  be  ordained  to  keep  the 
saids  havens  and  keyes  voyd  and  cleare  that  the  shipps  of  the  Sootts  nation  may 
the  more  comoduously  unload  and  reload  without  any  hinderance  or  molestatioD. 
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The  haven  master  shall  Ijkwayes  have  a  caire  that  at  all  occasioues  wlieu  the  AppkndixTT. 
Scotts  shipps  are  comeing  in  and  going  out  the  haven  shall  be  patent  and  open  Agreement 
to  them  without  any  impediment :  and  if  at  any  time  the  shoir  master  or  any  ^^  ^*°i'     , 
in  his  name  shal  maliciously  cast  louss  or  cutt  any  cable  or  any  other  rope  upon  l2th  October 
the  shoir  of  any  of  the  Scotts  shipps  he  shall  be  punished   therefore   by  the  ^^^^• 
magistratts  at  the  sight  of  the  conservator  or  his  deputie,  and  if  the  magistratts 
or  shoir  master  faill  in  any  of  this  article  the  magistratts  to  be   lyable  for  all 
coast,  skaith,  and  damnage. 

9.  Nynthly.     That  the  merchands  of  the  Scotts  nation  coming  to  this  toun  Merchants  to 
in  their  negotiations  may  be  weill  served  with  pioners,  labourers  and  workmen,  Workmen  "^ 
with  sellers,  warehouses  and  loflbs,  at  ane  moderate  and  easie  pryce  to  be  payed  warehouses, 
by  the  saids  persones ;  and  in  case  any  burgar  or  other  inhabitant  shall  demand  ^®' 

of  the  saids  merchands  unreasonable  rates  the  magistratts  of  the  city  shall 
moderate  the  samen,  and  the  byre  of  the  labourers  and  workmen  shall  be  payed 
according  to  the  rates  that  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  conservator  and 
magistratts  of  this  toun  to  be  sett  doun  in  ane  table,  to  be  made  and  ])ublished 
for  that  purpose,  of  the  wages  to  be  payed  for  the  sledds,  waggons,  and  workmen, 
as  also  of  the  scoutt  boatts  by  watter  goeing  and  coming  from  this  toun  to 
Midelburgh,  that  the  laboui'ers  and  workmen  may  be  holden  to  observe  and  keep 
the  same  inviolable  conforme  to  the  tenor  hereof,  the  master  of  the  skoutt  boatts 
to  be  lyable  for  any  damnage  susteaned  betuixt  Midelburgh  and  Campheer ;  and 
all  merchandizing  goods  unlivered  out  of  the  Scotts  shipps  shall  be  caried  and 
transported  off  the  shoir  in  the  winter  befoir  thrie  hours  in  the  aftirnoon,  and  in 
summer  before  sex  hours  at  night ;  and  if  any  of  the  saids  labourers  or  workmen 
shall  committ  any  incivility,  be  word  or  deed,  to  any  merchands,  factors, 
skippers,  mariners  or  other  peraones  belonging  to  the  Scotts  staple,  the 
magistratts  shall  furthwith  cans  such  to  be  punished  according  to  the  demerite 
of  the  fact ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  goods  and  wairs  belonging  to  the  saids  mer- 
chants comes  to  susteane  any  damnage  or  loss  by  the  inadvertance,  willful Iness, 
and  delay  of  the  cran  masters,  his  substitute  or  his  servants  by  him  em]>loyed  for 
the  loadning  and  unloadning  of  shipps,  the  cran  masters  shall  be  oblidged  tp 
make  good  the  said  damnage  and  loss  so  occasioned,  and  in  case  of  refuseall  shall 
be  thairto  compelled  by  the  magistratts ;  also  the  workmen  and  sladera  shall  be 
oblidged  to  make  good  all  damnages  and  losses  that  shall  happen  to  merchands 
goods  throw  thair  default. 

10.  Tenthly.  And  for  the  better  accomodation  of  the  Scotts  nation  in  this  Consergerie 
toun,  the  magistratts  shall  be  holden  to  provyde  a  fair  and  large  hous  weell  ac-  ^^^^• 
comodate  for  ane  conserjarie  hous,  which  house  shall  be  free  from  all  excyse  and 

impost  upon  wyne  and  beire,  the  yeirlie  rent  and  constant  repaire  of  the  said 
hous  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  toun,  and  if  the  said  hous  shall  not  be  fund 
sufficient  the  magistratts  are  hereby  balden  by  ane  new  addition  to  enlarge  the 
Fame,  or  if  it  shall  be  fund  necessary  to  have  another  hous  of  interteanment  the 

4  T 
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Appendix  II.  same  to  enjoy  the  lyke  priviledges  as  is  abovementioned,  onlie  the  rent  of  the 
Agreement  second  hous  to  be  payed  at  the  charge  of  the  nation  :  and  the  master  of  the  con- 
pheor  ratified  8®^*j®''^^®  ^^^"^  ^  hereby  halden  to  repaire  such  things  as  are  will^lie  spoyled  or 
12th  October     damnadged  throw  his  default  within  the  hous. 

Jf^6.  11    Eleventhly.  That  if  it  should  happen  (which  God  forbid)  that  any  of  the 

goods^uot  to  Scotts  nation,  or  any  belonging  to  the  Scotts  staple  court,  or  hauing  dependauce 
be  confiscated,  thcreon,  should  in  this  toun  or  jurisdiction  thairof  oommitt  such  a  cry  me  or 
fault  for  which  he  ought  to  be  punished  capitallie  by  the  loss  of  his  life  or  limb, 
in  that  case  it  is  by  this  article  agreed  unto  (notwithstanding  of  the  fomaid 
cryme)  that  his  goods  shall  not  in  any  sorte  be  lyable  to  forfaulture  or  oon6aca- 
tion,  but  the  same  shall  remaine  free  to  his  airs  or  executors,  only  the  delinquent 
to  pay  ten  punds  Fleemish,  and  to  be  free  as  to  his  goods  according  to  the  privi- 
ledge  granted  to  this  toun  by  the  Earle  of  Zealand  ;  and  in  lyke  maner  all  the 
goods  and  others  that  shall  be  fund  in  his  custodie  belonging  to  any  other  mer- 
chand,  principall  or  freend,  shall  not  be  lyable  to  any  confiscation  for  any  offence 
by  him  committed  although  it  wer  in  crimine  leso  majeatcUis  of  whatsomevir 
kynd,  hot  the  same  goods  shall  be  holden  free  and  made  furthcomand  to  the  right 
owners  and  proprietars  thairof  and  also  that  no  person  who  may  be  guiltless  or 
innocent  shall  for  the  offence  guilt  or  fiiult  of  any  other  be  in  anywayes  aireisted 
or  molested  in  his  persone  or  goods  except  he  shall  be  fund  bund  and  oblidged 
either  in  his  persone  or  goods  for  another. 
No  person  be.  1 2.  Tueltly.  That  no  person  belonging  to  the  Scotts  staple  shall  or  may  be 

staple  to*be^^.  ^rreisted  in  his  persone  and  goods  (in  the  toun  or  jurisdiction  thairof)  for  debt  or 
rested.  any  other  civill  action  wherupon  no  sentence  is  past,  except  there  be  fund  just 

caus  of  suspition  that  the  pairtie  is  about  to  absent  himself ;  and  in  case  of  a 
declaired  sentence  the  magistratts  are  hereby  holden  not  to  give  ordor  for  arreist- 
ment  of  any  of  the  Scotts  nation  untill  the  same  be  first  made  knowen  to  the  lord 
conservator  or  his  deputie  being  present  in  the  toun  that  the  pairtie  may  give 
caution,  and  upon  knowledge  of  the  matter  the  proces  may  be  determined. 
Inhabitants  of  1 3.  Threttently.  That  no  native  or  stranger,  burgers  of  this  toun  or  indueller 

to^^S-affiTin*^^    therein  or  jurisdiction  thairof,  shall  have  power  or  be  permitted  to  trade,  deal,  or 
staple  goods,     trafficque  in  Scotland  in  any  goods  or  merchandice  which  are  already  declared  or 
shall  hereftir  be  declaired  staple  commodities  by  bringing  them  over  themselfii  or 
causing  others  to  bring  them,  u[)on  the  penaltie  of  haveing  the  saids  goods  con- 
fiscated toties  qvoties  by  the  magistratts  of  the  toun,  and  if  any  persones  of  the 
Scotts  nation  shall  be  fund  in  their  names  to  cover,  conceal,  and  negotiat  for  the 
above  said  persones,  they  shall  be  punished  by  the  conservator  or  his  deputie  ac- 
cording to  the  lawcs  of  the  staple  court ;  and  it  is  by  this  article  furder  agreed 
Scotsmen  bur-  that  no  persone  of  the  Scotts  nation  shall  be  made  a  free  burgar  of  this  toun 
pheer.°     *"    without  knouledge  and  consent  of  the  conservator  or  his  deputie,  and  they  ivho 
ar  alredie  burgars  shall  in  no  maner  of  way  be  favoured  to  trade  in  staple  goods 
untill  such  tyme  as  they  have  quytted  their  right  of  burgership  andtherefker  ba 
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legallie  admitted  and  declaired  by  the  conservator  or  his  depiitie  as  members  of  Appendix  II. 
the  Scotts  staple  court,  upon  the  penalties  above  exprest,  nether  shall  any  in-  Agreement 
duellar  in  this  toun  be  admitted  under  the  Scotts  staple  court  without  the  know-  Sieer  ratified 
ledge  and  consent  of  the  magistratts.  i2th  October 

1 4.  Fourteenthly.  And  for  the  better  encouradgement  of  the  navigation  and  ^^^^'    ,, ,    , 
tnide  of  the  Scotts  nation  it  is  by  this  article  agreed  that  in  case  any  ship  or  or  taken  at  sea. 
ships  belonging  to  them  be  robbed,  spoiled,  or  taken  at  sea  by  any  inhabitant  or 

others  holding  themselfs  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  province  of  Zealand,  the 
magistratts  of  this  toun  shall  hereby  be  oblidged  to  endeavour  (according  to  their 
power)  that  all  such  shipps  or  goods  be  againe  restored  with  their  in  tire  loadnings 
or  what  shall  be  so  robbed  or  taken,  or  els  cans  full  satisfaction  be  given  to  the 
pei*sone  or  persones  so  wronged  propportionallie  to  the  right  value  thairof,  and 
shall  cans  the  delinquents  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
but  if  so  that  the  offendar  duell  under  another  jurisdiction,  then  the  magistratts 
shall  be  oblidged  by  their  pentionarij  or  others  to  require  the  restitution  and 
satisfaction  for  the  said  damnage,  and  that  at  the  coast  and  charge  of  the  toun. 
And  furder  that  all  goods  of  ships  cast  away  belonging  to  the  merchand  and  fac-  Ships  cast 
tors  of  the  Scotts  staple  that  shall  be  saved  by  any  inhabitant  or  other  persone  *^*y- 
holding  themselfs  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  toun  or  any  way  concealed  or 
made  away  be  them  in  any  sorte,  then  the  magistratts  are  hereby  holden  to  use 
their  pover  and  authoritie,  to  the  end  the  saida  goods  or  value  thairof  might  be 
furthcoming  to  the  right  owners,  and  the  persones  so  offending  to  be  severly 
punished  for  such  their  concealment  and  unjust  detention,  and  also  in  case  the 
saids  goods  shall  happen  to  be  taken  up,  concealed,  or  embazled  be  any  persone 
or  pei-sones  liveing  without  the  jurisdiction  of  this  toun,  the  magistratts  shall  use 
their  best  endeavour  to  gett  the  saids  goods  or  their  value  againe  restored  to  the 
right  owners  ;  and  in  case  any  shipp  or  shipps  shall  be  in  danger  to  be  cast  away 
in  the  passage  leading  to  this  toun,  that  then  all  possible  and  speedie  help  shall 
be  im ployed  at  the  coast  of  the  owner  of  the  goods  for  preservation  of  the  same. 

15.  Fyfteenthly.     If  in  case  any  of  the  inhabitants  here  being  adebted  to  Letters  of  re- 
any  of  the  staple  shall  come  to  obtaine  letters  of  respyte  of  tyme  or  suretie  de  ^^^^^^^^^ 
corpis  or  cessio  bonorum,  these  of  the  nation  shall  be  favoured  and  used  in  the 

same  roaner  as  any  other  creditor,  induellar  in  this  toun  ;  and  if  it  shall  happen 
that  any  of  the  staple  adebted  to  any  induellar  in  this  cuntrie,  or  ane  induellar 
adebted  to  any  of  the  staple,  doe  come  to  fiull,  if  in  that  case  it  be  fund  necessar 
to  appoynt  a  curator  over  his  goods,  then  shall  the  magistratts  with  the  con- 
servator apon  each  syde  choise  a  curator  or  overseer,  who  shall  joyntly  dispose 
and  manadge  the  whole  estate  of  the  pairtie  insolvent. 

1  6.  Sexteenthly.     For  the  better  secureing  of  the  estate  of  any  of  the  Scotts  Provision  for 
nation  that  shall  happen  to  die  in  this  toune,  the  magistratts  is  by  this  article  holden  b^^^^tTI™ 
to  grant  and  agree  unto  those  of  the  Scotts  staple  court  that  if  any  of  their  mem-  dying  intes- 
bers  hapning  to  die  or  depairt  this  life  intestat,  without  making  his  last  will  and  **^- 
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Appendtx  it,  testament,  that  then  and  in  that  case  their  goods  and  estate  shall  and  most  fidl 
Agreemont  under  the  administration  of  the  court  of  the  lord  conservator,  in  so  much  that 
pheer^  ratified  1^*^*-^^^  *^®  magistratts  nor  the  orphans  court  in  this  place  shall  have  anything  to 
l*2th  October  doe  with  the  saids  goods  or  estates  of  the  persons  so  dicing  or  exercise  any 
[  ^^'^'     .  authoritie  thairupon. 

I  17.  Sevinteenthly.     The  magistratts  doe  by  this  article  promise  and  consent 

[  T.iborty  to  use  ^\^^^  ^^iQ  conservator  or  his  deputie  shall  and  may  use  the  prisson  of  this  toun  at 

j  their  pleasure,  furnished  with  all  necessars  thereto  belonging,  in  which  the  con- 

Hcrvator  or  his  deputie  shall  and  may  cans  to  be  imprisoned  all  such  debtors, 
oflenders,  and  evill  doers  of  the  Scotts  nation,  which  he  the  said  conservator  or 
his  deputie  may  impnson,  and  againe  enlarge  out  of  the  same  at  his  or  their 
^  pleasure,  without  contradiction  or  being  oblidged  to  informe  the  toun  maguitratts 

[  therewith,  and  that  the  marshell,  keeper  of  the  prisone  or  his  officers,  be  oblidged 

[  to  give  all  due  assistance  to  the  said  conservator  or  his  deputie  als  often  as  he  or 

thej  shall  be  thereunto  requyred. 

1 8.  Eighteently.  And  for  the  better  secui*eing  of  the  trade  of  the  Scotts  nation 
Cjonvoy  of  '^^  \^  hereby  agreed  that  the  magistratts  shall  upon  all  fitting  and  convenient 
occasion  in  the  tyme  of  warre  and  danger  procure  in  the  court  of  admirality  in 
Zealand  a  weell  furnished  man  of  wan*e  ane  or  mae  (if  need  be)  that  may  fi^ly 
goe  out  in  convoy  of  the  ships  belonging  to  the  Scotts  nation  to  any  place  or 
places  within  the  river  of  Forth  or  any  other  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
and  there  to  stay  and  attend  for  the  space  of  fourteen  dayes  for  bringing  back  the 
saids  shipps  or  others  to  this  poi^te. 
Night  watch.  1 9.  Nynteently.     It  is  by  this  article  agreed  that  the  magistratts  of  this 

toun  caus  good  and  sufficient  watch  to  be  keeped  in  the  streetts  in  the  night 
tyme,  especially  in  those  places  where  the  greatest  paii*t  of  waire  houses  of  the 
said  staple  court  are,  and  shall  also  take  care  that  the  inhabitants  and  btiigerB  of 
this  toun  shall  carie  and  demean  themselfs  peaceablie  and  in  ane  freendly  man^ 
to  tliose  who  are  members  of  the  said  staple  court.  And  furder  the  saids  magi- 
Doctor,  8ur-  straits  doe  also  consent  by  these  presents  that  those  of  the  Scotts  staple  may 
thecary.  take  in  their  service  such  ane  doctor  of  phisik,  chirurgian,  barbor,  and  apothecaiy 

as  they  shall  think  good,  without  any  contradiction,  who  may  enjoy  all  such  im- 
munities and  priviledges  as  be  right  and  custome  belongs  to  the  doctors  chirur- 
gians  duelling  in  this  toun  ;  all  other  doctors,  apothecaries  and  chiruxgians  shall 
also  be  freely  permitted  to  practise  among  all  such  of  the  Scotts  nation  as  reseid 
here  ;  also  the  magistratts  doe  grant  to  the  harbor  chirurgian  of  the  Scotts  nation 
a  sufficient  hous  rent  free.     The  magistratts  are  also  holden  by  this  article  to 
Place  for  dry-   provyde  and  appropriat  to  the  use  of  these  of  the  Scotts  staple  a  convenient  place 
ing  goods.         \q^  their  merchands  and  factoi-s,  therin  to  aire  and  dry  their  sheep  skions,  hyds, 
or  other  goods  which  may  be  in  dainger  to  be  damnified  by  watter  or  otherways  • 
Recreation       *"^^^  ^^^^  *^  affbord  those  of  the  Scotts  nation  a  convenient  place  for  their  mer- 
f'ishiug  and'       cliands  and  factoi-s  within  or  near  the  toun  wherinto  they  may  reaorte  fbr  their 

hunting. 
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bodilie  recreation ;  and  lykwayes  libertie  and  freedom  to  the  conservator  his  Appendix  II. 

deputs,  court  officers,  and  merchants  to  fish,  hunt,  shoott  and  hauck  in  all  places  Agreement 

under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  toun  without  lett,  hinderance,  or  molestation,  with  ^^  ^*™"  ^  , 
^1  *»       1  1  .  1  ,  .  pheer,  ratified 

the  same  freedom  the  magistratts  themselves  enjoy.  I2th  October 

20.  Tuentie.     And  in  case  (as   God   forbid)  that  by  reason  of  any  intesten  ^^^6. 

warr  or  plague,  the  people  of  the  Scotts  nation  may  not  with  securitie  and  saiff-  i©lvhfg*tow^in 
tie  to  thcDiselfs  frequent  this  toun  then  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  them  to  transport  time  of  war  or 
themselves  their  goods  and  merchandise  freely  to  any  other  toun  or  place  they  P**fi^*'- 
shall  think  fitt,  provyded  alwayes  they  pey  befor  their  depairture  what  they  shall 
be  justly  adebted  to  any  inhabitant  within  this  toun  ;  and  the  magistratts  is 
hereby  holden  oblidged  to  caus  help  and  assist  the  said  nation  with  shipps,  hoyes, 
and  all  other  things  necessary  for  their  transportation  upon  their  reasonable 
charges  ;  and  in  lykmaner  the  magistratts  are  by  this  article  holden  oblidged  that 
if  in  case  (which  God  prevent)  any  difference  should  aryse  betuixt  the  King  of 
Great  Brittan  and  these  United  Provinces,  whereupon  hostilitie  and  warre  may 
ensue,  in  that  case  they  are  to  give  save  and  sure  protection  to  all  persons  of  the 
Scotts  nation  for  sex  moneths  tyme  aftir  the  publication  of  the  said  warr,  accord- 
ing to  the  32  article  of  the  generall  treatie  betuixt  the  King  of  Great  Britann 
and  the  States  Generall,  to  the  end  that  those  of  the  Scotts  nation  may  recover  and 
gett  in  the  debts  dew  to  them  and  also  pey  what  they  may  be  owing  to  any  of  the 
inhabitants  here,  and  themflir  withdraw  themselfs  to  any  other  place  they  shall 
think  fitt,  the  magistratts  affording  them  the  same  assistance  mentioned  in  the 
forrgoeing  pairt  of  this  article,  and  when  the  pestilence  is  over  the  Scotts  nation 
to  return  againe  to  this  toun. 

21.  Tuentie  ane.     That  if  any  of  the  Scotts  nation  shall  happen  to  marie  Scotsmen  and 
with  any  woman  in  the  Netherlands  or  within  the  toun  of  Cam  pheer,  and  aflir  ^J^^^j- 
the  said  mariadge  reside  here  under  the  staple  court,  the  said  woman  shall  be  of  Scotland, 
holden  to  be  under  the  government  of  the  lawes  of  Scotland,  and  that  she  neither 

shall  nor  may  by  contract  of  marriage  or  otherways  detaine,  keep,  or  dispose  of 
her  husbands  goods  to  the  prejudice  of  his  lawfull  creditors,  bot  concerning  that 
she  most  be  regulat  according  to  the  saids  lawes  of  the  kingdom,  of  Scotland  ; 
and  lykwayes  that  no  persone,  whither  man  or  woman,  depending  upon  the 
Scotts  staple,  be  permitted  to  dispone  of  their  goods  by  testament  or  otherwayes 
contrare  to  the  saids  lawes  of  Scotland  and  staple  court,  and  the  tutors  and  cura- 
tors of  childreen  in  minoritie  shall  also  be  regulat  according  to  the  saids  lawes. 

22.  Tuentie  tuo.     And  quheras  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Scotts  nation  Trading  with 
doeth  consist  not  only  in  the  importation  but  also  in  the  exportation  of  goods  Middleburgh. 
and  merchandices  from  these  provinces  in  which  the  toun  of  Midleburgh  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  magistratts  hei*e  may  make  the  same  known  to  the  magistratts 

of  Midleburgh,  to  the  end  the  conservator  and  others  belonging  to  the  Scotts 
staple  court  may  be  used  in  that  toun  with  all  kyndnes  and  freendly  respectand  with 
the  same  freedom  and  immunities  that  any  free  burger  here  may  there  enjoy. 
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Appgypix  II.  23.  Tuentie  third.     And  for  the  better  obsenrance  of  the  staple  porte»  it  ia 

Aprreemont       by  this  article  agreed  unto  by  the  conservator  that  no  staple  goodB  conteined  in 
^eer  iStified  ^^®  ^^^^  made  thereof  shall  be  brought  and  sold  into  any  harbor  of  the  United 
i2th  October    Provinces  bot  to  the  staple  porte,  under  the  paine  of  confiscation   of  the  saida 
goods,  and  that  the  conservator  is  holden  to  persew  the  contra veeners  rigorously 
goods  brought  without  any  connivance  according  to  the  lawes  of  the  staple  court,   that  the 
to  Netherlands  magistratts  of  this  toun  may  make  ane  suteable  adress  to  his  highnes  the  Prince 
8taple*jSrt.^   of  Orange  for  interposeing  his  authoritie  that  in  case  any  of  the  Scotts  nation 
shall  importe  any  staple  goods  to  any  other  toun  or  place  in  these   provinces 
(besyde  the  staple  porte)  that  the  respective  magistratts  of  the  saida   touna  or 
places  may  by  his  highnes  be  oblidged  to  assist  the  said  conservator  his  deputie 
and  other  officers  for  bringing  these  of  the  Scotts  nation  to  condigne  punishment 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  in  case  justice  cannot  be  obtained  in 
those  towns  or  places  in  these  provinces  in  the  Netherlands  then  the  conservator 
shall  cans  punish  the  saids  persons  (for  transgressing)  in  Scotland  according  to 
the  ordinances  of  the  royall  burrows  and  acts  of  parliament  of  that  kingdom  to 
that  effect 
Wine  and  beer        24.  Tuentie  fourth.     It  is  by  this  article  agreed  that  besyde  the  species  of 
free  of  excise.  ^y,jg  ^nd  beire  which  by  ancient  contracts  hes  alwayes  been  free  of  excjse,  so 
also  all  salt  l>ought  here  by  any  of  the  Scotts  nation  shall  be  free  of  the  said  duetie 
in    regaird  they  have  use    thereof  for  cureing   and    dressing   severall   sorts   of 
staple  goods,  and  for  the  avoyding  fraud  and  deceitt  that  may  happen  therein 
those  of  the  Scotts  nation  shall  take  a  billott  from  the  pathters  under  the   paine 
enjoyned  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  publict  placcatts  of  this  land,  and  the  said 
wyne   and   beire  to  be   caried  by  the   oixiinar  workman   appoynted  for  that 
purpose. 
Anchor  and  25.  Tuentie  fyfbh.     And  lykwayes,   it  is  agreed  that  the  magistratts   doe 

appoynt  ane  anchor  with  a  boy  thereon  to  be  laid  out  in  the  road  before  the 
haven  quherby  shipps  belonging  to  the  Scotts  nation  may  gett  savelj  into  the 
road  in  cases  of  eisterly  and  northerly  winds. 
Ballast.  26.  Tuentie  sixth.     As  also  if  any  of  the  Scotts  shipps  can  help  his  nighhor 

with  the  ballast  from  his  shipp  those  of  the  scouttmen  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
object  against  the  same,  and  they  shall  only  demand  payment  for  such  quantitie 
of  ballast  as  they  shall  be  ordered  to  bring  aboard  provyding  it  be  no  less  as 
sex  last. 
Skipporsand  27.  Tucntie  sevinth.     And  that  all  skippers  and  masters  of  shipps,  alsweell 

free  oUxci!;o.  ^  *'*®  residenters  of  the  Scotts  nation,  are  hereby  holden  to  be  free  of  the  excyse 
of  the  wyne,  beare,  and  salt  that  they  may  have  use  for  thair  shipps,  and  to 
have  constantly  bilgets  given  them  without  paying  anything  for  the  same. 
Tablofl  for  hire  28.  Tuentie  eight.  That  the  magistratts  doe  yeirlie  and  everie  yeire  ia 
of  cnwHinaster^  «^*^^"^^  assemble  the  cranmasters,  weighers,  measurers,  workmen,  and  other 
annually.         pei-sones  with  whom  those  of  the  Scotts  staple  shall  have  to  doe,  and  shall  cans 
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to  be  read  and  published  before  them  all  and  every  the  tables  that  shall  be  AppKypix  II. 
agried  upon   for  the  hyre  and  sallaric  that  may  be   demanded  by  the  saids  Agreement 
pei-sons,  and  also  to  caus  read  any  pairt  of  these  articles  wherein  the  above-  p^g^^  ^tified 
mentioned  persones  may  be  concerned,  to  the  end  they  the  better  know  how  to  12th  October 
regulate  themselfe  therein  and  give  all  reddy  obedience  thereto,  and  in  case  any  ^^^^• 
person  shall  contraveen  the  same  they  are  to  be  punished  by  the  magistratts 
according  to  the  demerit  of  the  offence. 

29.  Tuentie  nynth.     And  whereas  it  will  be  necessarie  that  the  said  Scotts  Supply  of  mes- 
staple  court  should  be  provyded  and  furnished  with  faithfull  and  fitting  messen-  cer^servants 
gers,  officera  and  servants,  and  also  with  brookers,  weighers,  and  measurers,  that  weighers,  and 
therefor  the  magistratts  of  this  town,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  conservator,  °*^®"- 
shall  choise  and  place  so  many  honest  good  and  knowing  persones  as  may  be 

requisite  for  these  offices,  to  be  chosen  alsweill  out  of  the  Scotts  nation  as  inhabi- 
tants of  this  citie,  all  which  persones  so  admitted  are  to  take  ane  oath  of  fidelitie 
before  the  magistratts  of  this  toun,  and  also  befor  the  conservator,  for  doeing 
right  both  to  the  buyer  and  seller.  The  magistratts  are  oblidged  to  have  in  their 
wiehous  here  iron  weights  that  may  be  conform  to  the  weights  of  Amsterdam. 

30.  Threttie.     The  conservator  and  his  deputie  may  fully  and  freely  enjoy  prf^ieges  of 
all  such  exemptions,  immunities,  priviliclges  and  prerogatives  as  be  law  and  cus-  conservator 
tome  belong  to  the  office  of  conservatoi-ship,  in  als  ample  maner  and  forne  as  o?Scote^tion. 
any   former  conservator  had  and    enjoyed    upon  all  occasions ;   and    also  it  is 

granted  to  the  saids  Scotts  nation  the  freedom  from  the  imposition  of  excyse 
upon  wyne,  beire,  and  all  other  sorts  of  drink  conform  to  the  old  contracts,  and 
particularly  it  is  agreed  that  everie  master  of  ane  famillie  of  the  Scotts  nation 
living  under  the  staple  court  shall  have  the  freedom  and  exemption  from  pay- 
ment of  the  excyse  and  uther  taxations  yeirlie  upon  sex  seeks  of  wheatt,  three 
lasts  of  turff,  four  fathoms  of  wood,  sex  skaills  of  coalls,  tuo  barrells  of  butter, 
tuo  barrellis  of  soap,  and  the  conserjarie  hous  to  be  free  of  excyse  for  vivers, 
coalls  and  fyreing,  and  lykwayes  from  payment  of  all  such  soums  of  money  as 
may  be  demanded  for  goeing  out  and  coming  in  at  the  gates  of  this  toun  by 
evening,  and  also  from  watching  and  paying  the  citie  watchmen,  training  and 
haveing  souldiers  quartered  in  their  houses  ;  the  abovementioned  priviledges  also 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  widows  of  the  abovesaid  persones  so  long  as  they  remaine 
widowes,  and  if  any  of  the  abovesaid  persons  shall  have  occasion  yeirlie  to  kill  a 
beast  or  beasts  the  same  to  be  done  at  the  knowledge  of  the  magistratts. 

31.  Threttie  ane.     It  is  by  this  article  mutuallie  agreed  that  if  at  any  tyme  Provision  for 
hereaftir  it  shall  be  fund  convenient,  either  by  the  magistratts  of  this  toun  or  *?*®""fi^ """ 
the  conservator,  with  consent  of  the  burrows,  to  amplitie  or  explaine  any  of  the 
aforesaid  articles,  or  what  other  poyntt  or  article  shall  be  fund  necessary  for  the 

further  benefitt  and  advantadge  of  the  Scotts  staple  in  this  toun  besyds  those 
which  stand  alredy  specefiet  in  this  agreement,  and  nottice  given  thairof  by  the 
saids  magistratts  to  the  conservator  and  to  the  saids  royall  burrows,  or  by  them 
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ported  or  exported,  be  it  either  in  quantitie  or  qualitie,  the  saids  goods  shall  not  Appendix.  II. 
be  lyable  to  any  confiscation,  only  the  persons  so  offending  shall  be  oblidged  to  Agreement 
pey  the  double  duetie  for  the  goods  wrong  entered  or  concealed,  and  the  saids  ph^r  J^ified 
goods  to  be  free.  12th  October 

36.  Threttie  sex.  It  is  lykwayes  agried  that  if  any  question  or  difference  J^^^' 
happen  to  fall  out  between  any  of  the  Scots  nation  and  the  publict  receivers  of  between  those 
the  toll  and  other  dewes,  the  receivers  are  to  bring  thair  action  befor  the  magis-  of  Scots  nation 
tratts  of  this  toun,  to  the  end  the  conservator  or  his  deputs  may  have  knowledge  ceiver  of  dues, 
thairof,  and  that  such  good  ordors  may  be  settled  therein  that  these  of  the  Scotts 

nation  may  not  be  extortioned  in  payment  of  the  saids  dewes  upon  exported  goods. 

37.  Threttie  sevin.  It  is  also  hereby  agreed  for  the  better  setleing  of  the  q^q^^''  ^'^ 
Scotts  staple  within  this  toun  that  the  magi»tratts  shall  use  all  possible  endeavers 

with  his  highnes  the  Prince  of  Orange  and*  the  states  of  Zealand  to  the  end  the 
imposition  upon  the  Scotts  coall  be  lessned,  that  all  the  Scotts  shipps  coming  to 
these  provinces  may  thairby  be  oblidged  to  come  constantly  to  the  staple  port. 

38.  Threttie  eight.  It  is  by  this  article  mutuallie  agried  that  whensoever  any  Dues  not  to  be 
Scotts  shipp  or  vessell  shall  be  by  stress  of  wether  or  otherwayes  putt  in  to  ^ul^^T^^^"^ 
Campheer  haveing  in  staple  goods  and  not  being  intended  to  liver  within  the  sevin  goods, 
united  provinces,  in  that  case  they  shall  not  be  trubled  nor  molested  bot  shall 

have  libertie  to  goe  to  their  intended  porte  and  to  pey  no  dewes  ;  as  also  if  any 
vessell  shall  come  in  to  the  staple  porte  or  other  goods  that  are  not  staple  goods, 
being  only  intended  to  unload  a  pairt  at  the  staple  and  is  to  goe  to  another  place 
without  the  sevin  united  provinces  with  the  remainder  of  the  goods,  then  they  are 
not  to  be  trubled  nor  molested,  nor  to  pey  no  dewes  bot  what  they  doe  unload. 

39.  Threttie  nyne.  It  is  by  this  article  mutuallie  agried  and  declaired  that  Staple  to  cou- 
th e  continuance  of  the  Scotts  staple  at  Campheer  shall  continue  and  endure  for  phoer  for  21 
the  space  of  tuentie  ane  yeirs  afbir  the  signeing  of  this  agreement  and  no  longer  years, 
without  the  samen  be  renewed  ;  and  in  respect  the  royall  burrows  of  Scotland 

stands  bound  to  the  toun  of  Dorte  to  keep  their  staple  porte  there,  therefor  the 
magistratts  and  toun  of  Campheer,  with  consent  of  the  lords  comissioners  from  the 
royall  highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  binds  and  oblidges  them  not  only  to  doe  their 
outmost  endeavour  and  to  interpose  with  his  highnes  the  Prince  of  Orange  for 
making  voyd  ane  foimer  agreement  betuixt  the  royall  burrows  and  the  toun  of 
Dorte  anent  the  establishment  of  the  Scotts  staple  there,  but  also  binds  and 
oblidges  them  to  freeth  and  relieve  the  royall  buiTOwes  of  Scotland  of  the  said 
agreement  with  Dorte,  and  of  all  coast,  skaith,  damnage  which  they  or  any  par- 
ticular Scotts  man  may  susteane  or  incurre  any  maner  of  way  be  vertue  of  the 
said  agreement  with  the  magistratts  and  toun  of  Dorte,  which  they  solemnly  be 
thir  presentis  oblidges  them  to  doe  and  performe. 

40.  Lastly.  In  consideration  of  all  the  foresaids  articles,  the  magistratts  of  the  ^£1^^**°°  ^ 
toun  of  CamjAieer,  with  consent  forsaid,  doe  pi*omise  to  observe  and  cans  to  be  ticles. 
observed  inviolably  all  the  forsaids  articles  that  are  performable  v|)on  their  pairt ; 

4  U 
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ArFrniDii  II.  gg  Ijkwayea  tbe  ahovementioned  conservator,  be  vertue  of  the  abovewritten  c 

A^etsmoDt       minaione,  hHth  promised  and  be  this  underwrittin  aubscriptlon  doe  promise  t 

^mr^tieod  ""''''■  ^'i^'ll  ^  tnkea  with  all  diligence  to  inhibit©  any  shipps  of  what  qHantitTe ' 

l2Ui  October    Hoever  without  exempbione  which  carries  staple  goods  to  frequent  or  haiiat  acj 

'  other  porte  or  havin  within  the  sevin  united  provinces  of  die  Netberlanda  but 

this  toun  of  Campheer,  and  to  caus  punish  rigorously  all  these  personea  that  ebull 

doe  in  the  contrare.    All  this  done  and  agreed  unto.    The  lord  conservator  and  tbe 

comissioners  of  his  highaes  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with  the  deputies  of  tbe  magis- 

tratta  of  the  toun  of  Campheer,  have  in  testimonie  of  the  triietb  of  this  sett  ta 


ther  bands. 


Sie  Superserihilur :  Charles  R. 

Whereab  Henrie  Wilkie,  our  resident  for  the  affairs  of  our  antient  king( 
?  of  Scotland  in  the  seventeen  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and  conservator  of  tiie 
priviledges  granted  to  our  subjects  of  that  our  kingdom  in  the  Low  Cuntrie^ 
hath  by  our  commission  and  allowance  agreed  upon  nrticles  with  tbe  oommis- 
sionera  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  deputies  of  the  toun  of  Campheer  for  the 
resetlement  of  the  Scotts  staple  couil  and  trade  of  that  our  antient  kiogdoDi 
within  the  said  toun,  which  articles  are  approven  by  oui'  royall  bumtws  in 
Scotland,  and  wee  being  willing  to  countinance  the  trade  and  commerce  of  our 
said  antient  kingdom  by  giveing  our  royall  assent  to  what  seemeth  most  advati- 
tagiouB  for  tbe  same,  therefor  wee  doe  approve  by  these  preeentis  of  the  etiiils 
articles  off  which  the  foirgoing  coppie  is  sent  to  our  secretary,  signed  by  tbe  lord 
proveat  of  Edinburgh  by  direction  fi-om  our  royall  burrows,  by  which  the  Scotts 
staple  is  removed  from  Dorte  to  Oampheer  by  our  speciall  allowance  ;  pravyd«)l 
always  that  nothing  in  the  forsaid  articles  be  contrary  to  or  in  any  maner  of  way 
to  be  constructed  to  militate  against  the  many  antient  standing  acts  of  parlia* 
meat  made  by  our  royall  progenitors  in  fiivor  of  the  staple  court  or  the  conser- 
vator  or  against  tbe  jurisdiction  of  tbe  said  conservator  or  his  dews  according  to 
our  royall  patent  gi'anted  tu  him  for  that  effect ;  and,  to  t)ie  end  the  same  m«y 
be  made  known  to  all  our  loveing  subjects,  wee  ordaine  a  letter  to  be  written  to 
our  privie  councill  in  Scotland  requyreing  them  to  make  piiblict  intimation  of 
this  our  royall  pleasure,  that  tbe  staple  court  be  fiillie  setled  at  CampLe«r,  and 
that  the  aatient  standing  acts  of  parliament  ia  favour  of  the  staple  court  and 
conservator  be  all  declaired  to  be  in  full  force ;  and  further  wee  ordaiue  the 
royall  burrows  in  their  meettings  to  make  strict  ordors  that  tbe  staple  may  be 
duely  observed,  which  wee  declare  sliall  be  binding  to  all  our  subjecta  wbatsom- 
evir  tradeing  in  forraigne  commerce,  and  also  to  make  a  table  of  the  conservaton 
dewes  upon  all  exportable  goods  from  our  kingdom  of  Scotland  suteable  to  hta 
office  and  employment  in  our  service.  Given  at  our  court  at  Whyteball  the  3<1 
July  1676  and  of  our  reign  the  28th  yeare. 

Ily  his  Majesties  command. 

Sic  fubseribitar     Lauderdaj 

MAR  7  -    1916 
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A?pR«Dn[  ir.  pi-olcfttatfl  oi  deputatos  nnum  sive  pluroi  in  dictia  officija  (pro  qnibus  rcRpondere 
AfTToi'ment  tenebttur),  faciendj  et  constitiiendj  ;  ac  clericoa,  seijandos,  accessores  ao  omnes 
ph«r  raiified  *'''*  curic  officianos  DccessArioB  loc&ndj  et  exauctorandj  admittendj  et  pro  arbitrio 
vliXi  Octobor  Hua  uliminnndj.  Qnin  etium  fecimus  et  conBtituimuB,  tenoreque  preoentium  faci- 
'*''  ■  miiB  et  conBtitiiiinus  memoratuni  Henricnm  Wilkie  nostrum  residentem  pro  omni- 

bus negotijs  predict!  regnj  nosti-j  intra  unirenos  limites  septemdecem  provinciarum 
Bel{;ij,  quoad  vixcrit  ;  cum  omnibus  dignitatibus,  privilegijs,  libertatibus,  immun- 
itiitibuB,  feodis  et  casualitatibua  eo  Fipectabtibus,  noa  minore  juiiit,  libcrtate  et 
aniplitudine  quain  qnicunque  alius  rcsideuB  seu  conservator  unquam  potitus  est : 
Cuiquidem  licebit  obire  et  exercere  antedicta  officia  per  semetipsum  vel  ejus  depu- 
tatos, perque  ejus  servos  et  collectores,  ac  petere,  esigere,  recipere  et  levare 
omnes  et  singulos  proventus,  emolumenta  ct  caHualitates,  ad  dicta  officia  ccnserva- 
toris  et  residentia  pertinentia  et  spectantia,  vel  que  ad  eadara  vcl  eonim  alteni- 
trum  quovismodo  pertinere  potcrunt ;  cum  poteatate  prefato  Henrico  Wilkie  per- 
Bonas  delinquentium  capiendi  et  apprehondendj,  et  eorum  bona  distrinj^endi  et 
vendendi.  Mandamus  porro  omnibus  subditia  djcti  nostri  [regni],  preuertim 
mercatotibus,  inatitoribuB,  navarcbis,  et  cunctis  alijs  quorum  interest  vel  interesse 
poterit,  et  roemoratum  Henricum  Wilkie  ejusque  deputatos,  orani  honore  i-ea- 
pectu  et  debita  reverontia  et  obedientia  in  executione  dictorum  officionim 
afficiant,  colant  et  prosequantur ;  utque  gratanter  et  parate  solvant  ei  ejusque 
deputatis,  collectoribus  alijave  ofGciarijs  ejus  nomine,  omnia  feoda,  proventua  et 
emolumentA  ad  dicta  officia  eorumve  alt«nitrum  pertinentia,  vel  que  ad  eadem 
quovismodo  pertinere  poterint,  durante  Hpacio  antedicto,  sub  omni  extrema  pena, 
prout  illi  nobis  in  contrarium  [respondebunt].  Preaentibus  magnum  sigillum 
nostrum  appendi  mandavimus,  anno  dominj  millesimo  sexcentesimo  septuageaimo 
priuio  et  anno  Regnj  noatrj  vigesimo  tertio. 

Per  signaturam  manu  Supremi  Domini  nostri  Kegia  suprsscriptam. 

Translation  of  [CHAALes,  \ty  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France  and 

ttTl^r  ^^  I''p'""<'.  ind  Defender  of  tbe  Faith,  etc,  to  all  his  good  men  to  whom  the  present 
pointing  Henry  letters  shall  come,  greeting.  Know  ye,  whereas  it  ia  made  known  to  ua  tliat  the 
wilkie,  oonaor-  place  and  office  of  conservator  of  the  privileges  granted  to  our  subjeota  of  thia 
our  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlands,  and  also  the  office  of  our 
resident  and  solicitor  in  matters  concerning  our  said  kingdom  within  the  foresud 
bounds,  lately  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  Sir  William  Davidson  and  Peter 
Davidson  his  son,  ia  now  vacant,  and  at  our  disposal,  through  the  demission  of 
the  foresaid  Sir  William  Davidson  and  Peter  Davidson,  of  date  at  our  Court  of 
Whitehall  the  twenty-second  day  of  this  instant  month  of  May  ;  and  whereoa 
we  are  abundantly  satisfied  of  the  merit,  capacity  and  &ithfulnesa  of  our 
welbeloved  Henry  Wilkie  of  Bontngtouu  ;  therefore  we  have  made  constituted 
and  ordained,  and  by  the  tenor  hereof  make,  constitute  and  ordain  the  foresiud 
Henry  Wilkie  conservator  of  the  said  privU^ee  granted  to  onr  aforesaid  king- 
dom of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlands,  for  the  whole  apace  of  his  life  time,  with 
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ArrKsnn  11^  b«tnnient,  tlint  tlien  and  in  that  case  their  goods  and  estate  shall  and  most  &1I 
A).'rH>Ri''nt  nniliT  the  administration  of  the  court  of  the  lord  conservator,  in  ao  much  tbftt 
(■hi-Jr  rniiiiod  '"■^^'*''  ^^  msgistratts  nor  the  orphans  court  in  this  place  shall  have  anything  to 
V.'ihOctubtr  doe  with  the  saida  goods  or  estates  of  the  persons  so  dieing  or  exercise  any 
"'■''■  aiithoritie  thniru|M>n. 

17.  Sevinteenthlj.     The  magixtretts  doe  by  this  article  promise  snd  consent 
l.ihiTty  to  use  tj|„(  j|,g  conservator  or  his  depntie  shall  and  may  nse  the  prisson  of  this  toun  at 

tliuir  pleHsure,  fiimislied  witli  all  necessars  thereto  belonging,  in  which  the  con- 
KiTvat^ir  or  his  depiitie  shall  and  may  cans  to  be  imprisoned  all  such  debtors, 
olti'iidcrs,  and  evill  doers  of  the  Scotte  nation,  which  he  the  said  conservator  or 
hin  deputte  may  imprison,  and  agaioe  enlai^  oat  of  the  same  at  his  or  their 
pleasure,  without  contradiction  or  being  oblidged  to  infonne  the  toun  magistratts 
therewith,  and  that  the  mnreliell,  keeper  of  the  prisons  or  his  officers,  be  oblidged 
to  give  all  due  assistance  to  tlie  said  conservator  or  his  deputie  als  ofWn  as  he  or 
they  shall  be  thereunto  requyred. 

1 8.  Eighteently.    And  for  the  better  secui-eing  of  the  trade  of  the  Scotts  nation 
roiivoy  of         j(   j^    hereby  agreed    that   the   magiatratts   shall   upon   all  fitting  and  convenient 

occasion  in  the  tyme  of  warre  and  danger  procure  in  the  court  of  adrairality  in 

Zeiiland  a  weell  fumished  man  of  wan-e  ane  or  mae  (if  need   be)  that  may  freely 

goe  out  in  convoy  of  the  shipe  belonging  to  the  Suotts  nation  to  any  place  or 

pkces  within  the  river  of  Forth  or  any  other  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 

and  there  to  stay  and  attend  for  the  space  of  fourteen  dayes  for  bringing  back  the 

saids  shipps  or  others  to  this  porte. 

Niglit  watch.  19.  Nyntecnlly.     It  is  by  this  article  agreed  that  the  magistratts  of  this 

toun   cuus   good   and   sufGcient  watch   to   be  keeped  in  the  streetts  in  the  night 

tynie,  especially  in  those  places  where  the  greatest  pairt  of  waire  houses  of  the 

said  staple  coiii-t  are,  and  shall  also  take  care  that  the  inhabitants  and  burgers  of 

thin  toun  shall  carie  and  demean  themselfs  peaceablie  and  in  sue  freendly  maner 

to  tboNc  who  are  members  of  the  said  staple  court.     And  furder  the  saids  magi- 

^"^"aal'"      *'*'■'''*'*  ''"*'  "'^"^  consent  by  these  presents  that  those  of  the  Scotta  staple  may 

tliecary.  take  in  their  service  such  ane  doctor  of  phiaik,  cbirurgian,  harbor,  and  apothecary 

a.s  they  shall  think  good,  without  any  contradiction,  who  may  enjoy  all  anch  im- 

niiinities  and  priviledges  as  be  right   and   cuatome  belongs  to  the  doctors  chirur- 

gians  duelling  in  this  toun  ;  ail  other  doctors,  apothecaries  and  chirurgians  shall 

also  be  freely  permitted  to  practise  among  all  such  of  the  Sootts  nation  as  reseid 

here  ;  also  the  magistratts  doe  grant  to  the  barhor  chirurgian  of  the  Scotts  nation 

a  Bufiicient  hous  rent  free.     The  mngistratte  are  also  holden  by  this  article  to 

PUm  for  dty-   ])rovyde  and  appropriat  to  tlie  use  of  these  of  the  Scotts  staple  a  convenient  place 

ing-goodi.         f^r  their  merchands  and  factore,  therin  to  aire  and  dry  their  sheep  skinns,  hyds, 

or  other  goods  which  may  he  in  Jainger  to  be  damnified  by  waiter  or  otherwaya  ; 

Rccrontion        ""*'  ^'***  *"  affoord  those  of  the  Scotts  nation  a  convenient  place  for  their  mer- 

nihinKud       cliancis  and  factors  within  or  near  the  toun  wherinto  they  may  resorte  for  their 


